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Courtesy of Tampa Dept, of Elder Affairs 

Tampa’s Kavan Guzman, 7, in his class. 


Tribal Citizen 
Takes on 
Tae Kwon Do 

Submitted by the Tampa Dept, of Elder 
Affairs 

TAMPA — Kavan Guzman, 
Panther Clan, at only 7 years old already 
holds an Orange Belt in Tae Kwon Do. He 
will soon be testing for the next level, a 
Purple Belt, with the help and teachings of 
Master Dae of Choe’s Tae Kwon Do in 
Lakeland, Fla. 

Kavan’s interest in learning the 
skill and art of Tae Kwon Do started in 
2006. Although he has only been involved 
with the sport for a relatively short time, 
he has already competed — and won — in 
form and discipline competitions. 

Kavan is eagerly learning, and 
quickly becoming one of the top ranking 
students in his class. He will be traveling 
to Canada this summer to compete in an 
Amateur Athletic Union (AAU) sponsored 
event. 



Chris Jenkins 

Jarrid Smith (Bottom, Center) and family after FAU’s win in New Orleans. 


Jarrid Smith Closes Season , 
Football Career Victorious 


By Chris Jenkins 

By now, most have seen or possibly 
heard of Tribal citizen Jarrid Smith’s football 
accomphshments in The Seminole Tribune. As 
one of the Tribe’s most celebrated young adults, 
he is a success story on the gridiron as well as in 
college, with more to come in his future. 

The Season 

In the up and down world of college 
football in 2007, Smith, 22, accomplished a lot 
while playing for Florida Atlantic University 
(FAU). As a senior offensive lineman, and a 
team co-captains this season, his career couldn’t 
have ended any better even if it was scripted. 

FAU was one of 64 teams left standing 
for post season play in the National Collegiate 
Athletic Associations newly named Division I 
FBS (Football Bowl Subdivision), formerly 
Division 1-A. With an 8-5 record on the season, 
over last year’s 5-7 mark, the team would claim 
their first conference championship going 6-1 in 
conference play, splitting the title with the Troy 
State University Trojans and make their first 
bowl appearance. 

As a model of consistency, starting in 
every game since 2005, his friends, family and 
parents Curtis Osceola and Camellia Smith- 
Osceola, have all been there in support. He says 
one great memory was hitting the road in week 
10 to face the 2006 national champions and 
nationally ranked University of Florida Gators 
in “the Swamp.” 

This was the first ever match-up 
between the two schools but it held a great 
importance to Smith. At an early age he grew up 


as a Gator fan, being first introduced by his 
grandfather and former President Fred Smith. 
Attending Gator youth camps would help fur- 
ther his love for die sport and the team. 

“It was really great being there,” he 
said, “ft was, in a lot of ways, how I remem- 
bered it [in growing up] over the years.” 

“Everyone on the team was excited 
about it,” he added. 

Coming in he said he felt that the task 
would be a tough one in pulling off an upset, 
but his squad gave it their best in a 59-20 loss. 

“We lost because they were a better 
team, and whatever momentum we had [only 
down 35-20 at the half] we lost in the second 
half,” Smith admitted. 

It was on and upward the following 
week as the team rebounded nicely in an offen- 
sive explosion over Florida International 
University in the annual Shula Bowl, 55-23. The 
winner receives the Shula Trophy for the next 
year which is named after legendary former 
Miami Dolphins head coach Don Shula. 

Next, was a showdown facing Troy for 
the Sim Belt Conference Championship on the 
road to end the regular season. Winless in three 
prior visits, FAU hung on in the waning seconds 
to pull off a dramatic 38-32 win. 

Smith saidt getting the victory meant 
more to him than any other in the season 
because of the stakes involved. 

“We were a better team this year than 
in years past,” he explained. “I knew it was 

❖ See SMITH, page 17 


Tribal Council Meets in BC 


By Chris Jenkins 

BIG CYPRESS — The 
Tribal Council met on the Big 
Cypress Reservation on Dec. 19 for 
a special meeting. They passed 31 
resolutions on the agenda includ- 
ing: 

Resolution 16 - Service 
Line Agreement (100’ x 20’) 
between Glades Electric 
Cooperative and Sheila Bevenue - 
Big Cypress Seminole Indian 
Reservation; 

Resolution 17 - Service 
Line Agreement (180’ x 20’) 
between Glades Electric 
Cooperative and Seminole Tribe 
Housing Authority - Big Cypress 
Seminole Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 18 - Approval 
of Engagement Letter with 
McGladrey & Pullen, LLP related 


to work performed relevant to the 
securitization of the settlement, 
recapitalization and clarification 
agreement with Power Plant 
Entertainment, LLC; Ratification of 
Execution by the Chairman of the 
Tribal Council; 

Resolution 19 - Bamaco, 
Inc. contract for disaster services; 

Resolution 20 - Museum 
of Florida History loan agreement; 

Resolution 21 - 

Authorization to transfer the Big 
Cypress Rock Pit, Tampa Smoke 
Shop and Eastern Indian Rodeo 
Association from the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida to the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida, Inc.; 

Resolution 29 - Approval 
of Counseling Service Agreement 

❖ See COUNCIL, page 3 


Louise Gopher Honored for 28 
Years of Service, Leadership 

Party Held for Retiring Education Director 


Okeechobee County commissioner, 
and many more well-wishers. 



(L-R) Acting Director of Education Emma 
Johns presents former director Louise Gopher 
with a plaque in recognition of her service. 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — Louise 
Gopher was the cen- 
ter of everyone’s 
attention, and focus 
of their admiration 
and affection at a 
retirement party held 
at Brighton 
Reservation in her 
honor on Dec. 5. 

Surrounded 
by friends, family 
and staff from the 
Education 

Department, the for- 
mer education direc- 
tor for the Tribe was 
shown appreciation 
for her years of serv- 
ice. 

Gopher offi- 
cially retired on Nov. 

1, 2007, after 28 
years as a Tribal 
employee. She left as 
one of the Tribe’s 
most influential edu- 
cation leaders earning 
a place in Seminole 
and Florida history. 

The 

Brighton gymnasium 
was the staging for a tribute and 
bestowing of gifts, speeches and 
song arranged by Seminole Tribe of 
Florida Education Department. 

Guests included: Brighton 
Council Rep. Roger Smith, his 
wife, Dianne, and family, Brighton 
Board Rep. Johnnie Jones, former 
Tribal President Moses Osceola, 
State Board of Education member 
Phoebe Raulerson, and her hus- 
band, Charles, a former 


Children gathered around 
Gopher’s table where she sat and 
watched a “farewell” video presen- 
tation made by the Education 
Department. Gopher received indi- 
vidual taped messages from staff 
members as a keepsake. 

Guests were told the story 
of her fife, beginning with her hav- 
ing the courage to go to public 
school as a child, while living in a 
❖ See GOPHER, page 9 


Chairman Collects, Delivers Toys to Local Charities 


Donations Collected for Chairmans 5th Annual Toy Drive 


Submitted by Redline Media 
Group 

In December 2007 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress 
launched his 5th Annual Toy 
Drive with one mission — “Give 
a child a toy and put a smile on a 
child’s face for the holiday” — 
the same as it has been for the 
past five years, 

When asked what moti- 
vates him to do this, Chairman 
Cypress said he remembers his 
days as a youth when toys were a 
distant thought. He recalled being 
in school on gift exchange day 
and feeling bad because he had 
no gift to give and had to sit in 
the back of the room neither giv- 
ing nor receiving. 

The Chairman vowed 
that one day he would want to 


be able to give every child a toy 
to put a smile on their face for 
the holiday. 

Although it isn’t possi- 
ble to touch every child in the 
world, he has made a big differ- 
ence in the lives of many of 
South Florida’s children. 

The Toy Drive took 
place near the grounds of the 
Hollywood Classic Casino on 
Dec. 12, 2007. Clear Cha nn el 
Broadcasting assisted the 
Chairman’s efforts by broadcast- 
ing the event location on all of 
their radio stations to encourage 
community members to donate. 

Last year, his efforts 
touched lives of hundreds of chil- 
dren throughout South Florida as 

❖ See TOY DRIVE, page 31 



The Chairman visits Joe Dimaggio’s Children’s Hospital. 





Santa Claus welcomes donations from his high-traffic post on Stirling Road & State Rd. 7, near the Hollywood Classic Casino. 


8th Annual Rez Rally 
Big Cypress Reservation 
Jan. 19, 2008 
www. semtribe. com / rezral ly 


Battle of Okeechobee 
Re-Enactment 
Okeechobee Battlefield 
Historic State Park 
Feb. 2 & 3, 2008 
(863) 634-9587 


Tribal Fair Pow-Wow, 
Rodeo, Lil Mr. & Miss 
Hard Rock Live! 

Feb. 7 - 10, 2008 


Brighton Field Days 

Brighton Reservation 

Feb. 15 - 17 


Big Cypress Shootout 
2nd Seminole War Re-Enactment 
Billie Swamp Safari 
Feb. 22 - 24, 2008 
(800) 949-6101, Ext. 12125 


Langerado Music Festival 
Big Cypress Reservation 
March 6 - 9, 2008 
www. langerado. com 
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Who are we? 

Please see the Feb. 8, 2008 issue of The Seminole Tribune for the answer. 


ocheshfeekc 


Dear Editor, 

On Dec. 5, 2007, we arrived for 
the second visit to your lovely Billie 
Swamp Safari. Last year around the same 
time we also drove from Palm Coast to 
experience airboats, alligators, etc. 

This time we felt directly “at 
home” thanks especially to J.R., who cap- 
tained the two rides we took. We learn so 
much about the Everglades, the wildlife, 
foliage and sounds. This man is so well 


versed in all that nature has to offer and he 
needs to be congratulated for giving two 
older ladies from Denmark an experience 
of a lifetime every time he takes us out. 

The whole park is beautifully kept 
and we look forward to coming back next 
year. 

Sincerely 

Hanne Mortensen and Margit 
Pazmino 

Palm Coast, Fla. 


Tribune Submission Form 

Attention Seminole Tribal citizens and employees: If you would like to submit 
an announcement (birthday, new baby, marriage, etc.) or story idea to The 
Seminole Tribune, and to insure correct spelling, please fill out the information 
provided below. If you have any questions about deadlines, etc., please call 
The Seminole Tribune at (954) 985-5702, Ext. 2, between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
Our fax number is (954) 965-2937, or e-mail tribvme@semtribe.com. 

Write Your Announcement Below (Please Print Clearly) 


PHONE: 

ADDRESS: 

MOTHER: 

FATHER: 

CHILDREN: 

GRANDPARENTS: 

CLAN: (OPTIONAL) 

If you would like your photos mailed back to you, 
please include your mailing address. 

SUBMITTED BY: 

DATE: 


The Seminole Tribune 


I f you need a reporter or you would like to submit an article, birthday wish or 
poem to The Seminole Tribune, please contact the Editor-In-Chief Virginia 
Mitchell at (800) 683-7800, Ext. 10725, fax (954) 965-2937, or mail to: The 
Seminole Tribune, 3560 N. State Road 7, Hollywood, Florida 33021 


T he following deadlines apply to 
all submissions for inclusion 
into The Seminole Tribune : 

Issue: February 8, 2008 

Deadline: January 25, 2008 

Issue: February 29, 2008 

Deadline: February 15, 2008 

Issue: March 21, 2008 

Deadline: March 7, 2008 

Issue: April 11 

Deadline: March 28, 2008 

Please note: Late submissions will be 
posted in the following issue. 


Advertising: 

Advertising rates along with sizes and 
other information may be downloaded 
from the internet at: 
www. seminoletribe .com/tribune 


Postmaster: 

Send Address Changes to: 
The Seminole Tribune 
3560 N. State Road 7 
Hollywood, FL 33021 
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Design Assistant: Stephen Galla 
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Contributors: 
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Tony Heard, Iretta Tiger, 
Susan Etxebarria, Elgin Jumper, 
Gordon Oliver Wareham 


The Seminole Tribune 

is a member of the Native American 
Journalists Association. Letters/e-mails 
to the editor must be signed and may be 
edited for publication. Subscription rate 
is $35 per year by mail. Make checks 
payable to The Seminole Tribune, 3560 
N. State Rd. 7, Hollywood, FL 33021 
Phone: (954) 985-5702 
Fax: (954) 965-2937 
Or subscribe on the Internet at 
www.seminoletribe.com 

© 2007 Seminole Tribe of Florida 


New Year, Food for Thought, New Outlook 



As the New Year is upon us, we all tend to go through the normal 
cycle of resolutions. While this is common, I would like to offer the proverbial 
“Food for Thought” list of things to think about: thoughts become words, 
words become actions and actions become character. I encourage positive 
thoughts for positive end results. 

You are the author to your book of life; make it one that you, your 
children, parents and most of all, the Creator, will be proud of. May the 
Creator continue to bless you and your families in all that you do and all that 
you say. 

Remember that he, the Creator, is the reason for all seasons and with- 



S.R. Tommie 

Fort Pierce Liaison 





The Culture of Gallup, Part One 


By Dr. Dean Chavers 

[Editor ’s Note: This is Part 1 of a two-part series. Part 2 
will run in the Feb. 8 issue. Dr. Dean Chavers is director of 
Catching the Dream, a national scholarship and school improve- 
ment organization in Albuquerque, N.M. Fie welcomes your com- 
ments on this column, inquiries about scholarships, and inquiries 
about Catching the Dream grants. His e-mail address is 
CTD4DeanChavers@aol.com. The opinions he expresses are his 
own. © Copyright 2008] 

Gallup, New Mexico — the “Indian capital of the world” 
— is the leading border town in the U.S. It has five reservations, 
Navajo, Zuni, Ramah, Hopi and Acoma, all feeding into it. They 
bring in more than $200 million a year. 

The things that are applicable to Gallup are pretty much 
applicable to 150 or more towns that border on Indian reservations. 
They include: Flagstaff, Farmington, Page, Grants, Santa Fe, 
Holbrook, Winslow, Lumberton, Chadron, Rapid City and 
Scottsdale. 

Gallup is the most successful of all. It has the most mil- 
lionaires per thousand people in the world. New York City, San 
Francisco, Los Angeles, Boston and Singapore all have fewer mil- 
lionaires per thousand than Gallup, with 350-plus millionaires in a 
population of just 20,000. 

And how do they make their money? Off of other Indians. 

Gallup gets at least 60 percent of the money generated on 
the Navajo Reservation. It gets this money in the first cycle of 
spending. There is no slaughterhouse on the reservation, for 
instance. Families who do not have their own flocks, which is most 
families these days, buy almost all their groceries from Gallup. 

The largest Ford truck dealership in the world, Gurley 
Motor Company, is located in Gallup. There are 80 Indian jewelry 
manufacturers in Gallup. Many of them pay wages below the fed- 
eral minimum wage. They get away with it by paying piece rates. 

The ring they buy from someone for $15 dollars took the 
maker three hours to make, plus materials, meaning the person is 
making $4 an hour. They then resell the ring for between $30 and 
$45. 

I have been working in Gallup for 20 years, mostly 
recruiting scholarship students. But I also worked four years as the 
evaluator for the Indian Education Act program in the 1980s and 
1990s. I spent several hundred hours and visited all 29 of the 
Gallup schools. 

The dropout rate is 65 percent for Indians. When a young 
Navajo teacher said this at a school board meeting 25 years ago, she 
was promptly blackballed. She told me she could never get a job 
teaching in the Gallup schools, and I believe her. 

When I said the same thing in a letter to the state of New 
Mexico in 1988, the deputy superintendent, Harry Hendrickson, 
called me on the carpet. He told me I was not authorized to make 
those kinds of statements. Only he and the Superintendent, Ramon 
Vigil, were authorized to make them. 

“But Harry,” I told him, “I got the data from the reports 
you send to the state!” 

“It doesn’t matter,” he said. “Only Ramon and I are 
authorized to release that information.” 

I knew that he meant if I did not toe the line that I might 
never get a contract with the school district again. 

The schools are not interested in improving. They want to 
keep Indians in a poverty condition. They do not want to admit they 
have any dirty laundry, and will go to great lengths to hide it. 

One morning in 1989 I was headed to the district office 
after visiting a school. When I passed the jail I saw about 75 
Indians walking out and heading back downtown. They were obvi- 
ously hung over. 

“What were those 75 drunk Indians I just saw walking 
down by the jail?” I asked my boss, Boyd Hogner. 

“That’s just the 10 o’clock let-out,” he said. “They start 
about five or six in the morning. As soon as a group is sober 
enough, they start letting them out. The last one will be about 
noon.” 


I calculated that the Gallup police were arresting about 
300-400 Indians a night. And that was on a weeknight. On week- 
ends, the total is much higher. 

The mayor, a Hispanic, was almost recalled a year or two 
later. He was cooperating with the Navajo Nation to raise money 
for an alcohol rehabilitation facility. He beat the recall petition by 
a few percentage points. 

His sin? Admitting that Gallup had a problem with Indian 

drunks. 

The school district, which is larger than the state of New 
Jersey, does not have a truancy officer. No one is there to try to get 
kids to go to school. Instead they have a Hearing Officer. His job is 
to kick kids out of school. 

The school district policy is that students have to go to 
school 170 out of 180 days. If an Indian kid misses 11 days, they 
call a hearing and kick him out. They kick kids out as young as 12 
years old, despite the state law that says they have to go to school 
until they are 16. The Tribal law says they have to go until they are 
18 or are graduated from high school, but no one enforces that law. 

When Frank Kattnig, who is half German and half 
Hispanic, was hired as the JOM Counselor at Tohatchi High School 
in 1984, he set out to do something about it. I know Tohatchi 
because my goddaughter Tina Benallie is from there. Tina said they 
college attendance rate in 1984 was about 10-20 percent. 

Frank raised it to 55 percent the first year he was there. In 
another eight years he had raised it to 90 percent, and had the kids 
earning $1.2 million a year in scholarships. He kept that up the 
whole 15 years he was there, and retired in 1999. 

But the second year he was there he got fired. He was 
accepting collect calls from some of the students that were away at 
college. They were not getting adequate guidance from the col- 
leges, and would call Frank for help. 

He stayed fired for about two weeks, but the parents called 
a meeting with the school district and demanded that he be rehired, 
and he was. After that he was partly immune from firing. 

Unfortunately, in the eight years since he retired, there 
have been about 10 people in that position. None of them would 
even talk to me until this year, when the new counselor, Rosa 
Gutierrez, called me to come to a Career Day she was having. One 
of the counselors was fiddling with a new computer program the 
whole time I was trying to talk to him. I knew he was not listening. 

The six high schools put Indians into bonehead tracks. 
When I checked on the enrollment in Advanced Algebra at Gallup 
High School 18 years ago, there were only two Indian students in 
the two sections. Indians make up 65 percent of the total Gallup 
population, so if they had been adequately represented there would 
have been 40 Indians in those classes. 

My hope is that we will see some improvement in the 
Gallup schools one day. 

Photo Challenge Answer 



Sisters Alice Doctor Billie and Annie Tiger Jim 



New Seminole Tribune Advertising Rates 

Please be advised of following advertising rates for October 2007 - October 2008. 

The Seminole Tribune remains your best advertising value, printed on bright, 50 pound paper. Each colorful 
addition comes out every three weeks and your message will reach more than 6,000 readers, including a complimentary 
copy delivered to each room in the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino. Join us and see why The Seminole Tribune is 
known as the most colorful newspaper in Indian Country. 

The Seminole Tribune reserves the right to approve or deny any content to be published in The Seminole Tribune 
or refuse an ad sale to an individual or business. 


Per Issue - Per Ad - Full Color Included 


Full Page (12.75”w x 20.75”h) $900 

Half Page (Horizontal 12.75”w x 10.312”h) (Vertical 6.312”w x 20.75”h) $500 

Quarter Page (6.312”w x 10.312”h) $300 

Eighth Page (6.312”w x 5.093”h) $200 

Classified Ad* (Placement Fee) $15 

(*Per Word) $0.25 


Continuous Run 

Bulk Rates 

6 Months 

1 Year 

Full Page 

(8 issues) 

$6,840 

(17 issues) 

$13,770 

Half Page 

$3,800 

$7,650 

Quarter Page 

$2,280 

$4,590 

Eighth Page 

$1,520 

$3,060 

Classified 

$114 

$229 

Payment in full is requited in order to obtain discounted bulk rate 


Ad Submissions 
Send completed ad design to 
msherman@semtribe.com or 
mail to 3560 North State Road 7, 
Hollywood, Florida, 33021, 
attention: Seminole Tribune. 
Digital artwork must be PC 
compatible in uncompressed 
tif, pdf, psd, ai, eps, or jpg. 
Resolution must be at 300 DPI. 
No faxed artwork or com- 
pressed files, please. 

Items not meeting these 


We except cash, check or credit card 


specifications will be 
redesigned and will incur 
design fees. 

Ad Design Services 
Let us design your ad! If 
you don’t have the design 
resources we can design your ad 
for you. Just send us your art- 
work, logos, and content. 

The rate is $45 per hour with 
a one hour minimum; Rush rate 
is $65 per hour. (954) 985-5702, 
Ext 4. 
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Seminole Students Participate in 
Culture Awareness Program 




Photo Courtesy of Pat Grant, Yearling Middle School 

(L-R) Randy Shore, Tony Bullington of Family Services, Kirsten Doney 
and Emma Johns, acting director of Education, display arts and crafts. 


Kiylier and Kasandra 
Baker were then called forth by 
Bullington and the girls 
explained the Tribal clans. 
Kiylier read the names of the 
clans in Creek and English and 
the girls took turns discussing 
the uniqueness of each clan. 

The assembly was receiving the 
added treat of being served the 
samplings of Seminole food 
while these brave students made 
their presentations. 

Bullington concluded 
the program by saying how 
proud he was of these students 
for their hard work and great 
presentations. He also thanked 
the parents for their contribu- 
tions and support and called for 
a round of applause from the 
assembly. 

Students who partici- 
pated in the group, who are not 
named above included, Jessi 
Osceola, Acealyn Youngblood, 

Emery Fish, Raina Robinson, 

Frank Huff, Randy Shore, Jaide 

bringing in Seminole favorites including pumpkin Micco, Maude Gopher, Kirsten Doney, Christopher 
bread, fry bread, sofkee, Indian hot dogs, Indian Tacos Olivarez, Marshall Tommie, Everett Youngblood, 
and other samplings of food. Jaryaca Baker, Kane Bettelyoun, Alexander Buck, 

In preparation for the event, the students met Rosa Urbina, Zachary Willie, Phillip Jones and Janet 
as a group on Nov. 2 and brainstormed ideas with Pat Smith. 

Grant, faculty sponsor, and Tony 
Bullington, program manager for 
the Brighton Education Office. 

The group decided to focus on 
several areas of the Tribe’s cul- 
ture and history and assigned dif- 
ferent parts to smaller groups of 
students. The students worked on 
the details daily in the morning 
tutorial period and with the guid- 
ance of Grant and Bullington 
developed the program agenda. 

The students were 
buzzing around early on the 
morning of Nov. 16, making final 
preparations, viewing their parts 
and setting up the cafeteria for the 
10:30 a.m. meeting. Several stu- 
dents were assigned to receive the 
parents as they arrived with their 
food dishes and escort them to the 
cafeteria. Others were assigned to 
set up the food and display tables, 
while the presenters huddled and 

went over their presentations. 

At 10:30 a.m., Grant 

introduced Bullington who welcomed the group. 

“We are the Seminole Tribe of Florida, the 
‘Unconquered,’ and we are here this morning to cele- 
brate the culture and history of the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida,” he said. 


Photo Courtesy of Pat Grant, Yearling Middle School 

(L-R) Cecelia Thomas, Stacy Jones, Emma Jane Urbina and Janelle 
Robinson offer up samples of traditional Seminole foods. 


Parents who assisted in the program by set- 
ting up and directing food distribution were: Emma 
Jane Urbina, Joni Johnson, Cecelia Thomas, Stacy 
Jones and Janelle Robinson. Other parents sent in food 
but were unable to attend due to prior obligations. 


By Tony Builiington, Program Manager, Brighton 
Education Office 

OKEECHOBEE, Fla. — On Nov. 16, 2007, 
22 middle school students and several parents from the 
Brighton community, participated in a Culture 
Awareness Program at Yearling Middle School in 
Okeechobee. 

The program’s focus for the month was 
Native American culture, so the students put together 
an agenda that featured highlights of Seminole culture 
and history. The parents supported their students by 


He introduced a group of the students who 
led the assembly in the Pledge of the Allegiance and 
the Creek Pledge. 

Bullington then called on Dylan Chalfant and 
Stormin’ Youngbloood, who gave a brief overview of 
the Seminole Wars. These young men, though nerv- 
ous, stood and told about the Seminole warriors who 
paved the way for the Tribe today. Tommy Jackson 
and Josh Johns came forward and discussed the Tribal 
government. Tommy explained the Tribal Council and 
Josh described the role of the 
^ Board of Directors. 


•> Council 

Continued from page 1 


with Wells Fargo Bank; 

Resolution 30 - Issuance of a business lease 
between the Seminole Tribe of Florida (lessor) and 
Bobby Henry (lessee) for retail sales of Native 
American Clothing, Crafts and Jewelry - Tampa 
Seminole Indian Reservation; 

Resolutions 31 - Business sublease agreement 
between Jacob Osceola (sublessor) and Seminole Tribe 
of Florida (sublessee) for 2.4 acres including improve- 
ments - Hollywood Seminole Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 32 - Revocable permit between 
Jacob Osceola (permittor) and Bertha Davies d/b/a 
Bertha’s Garden Center (permittee) - Hollywood 
Seminole Indian Reservation; 


Resolution 34 - Seminole Product 
Distributors Inc.; 

Resolution 36 - Amendment of the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida Ordinance No. C-01-96, as amended, 
regulating the conduct of all passengers on school 
buses and vans used to transport the Tribe’s school 
children; 

Resolution 38 - Ford Motor Credit Company 
Indian Tribal Government Lease-Purchase Agreement 
No. 49990 as amended by schedule 4999056: limited 
waiver of sovereign immunity; 

Resolution 39 - VFS Leasing Co. Master 
Lease Agreement as amended by schedule number 
004; limited waiver of sovereign immunity - Big 
Cypress Rock Mining; and, 

Resolution 40 - VFS Leasing Co. Master 
Lease Agreement as amended by schedule number 
005; limited waiver of sovereign immunity - Big 
Cypress Rock Mining. 


Tribal Council Holds Special Meeting 


By Chris Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD — The Tribal Council met 
for a special session on Jan. 4. There were four resolu- 
tions passed including: 

Resolution 4 - Approval of an amended and 
restated operating agreement for Seminole HR 
Holdings, LLC; 

Resolution 5 - Approval of an Equity 
Appreciation Rights Plan for certain employees of 
Hard Rock International; 


Resolution 6 - Appointment of additional 
managers Seminole HR Holdings, LLC; and 

Resolution 7 - Approval and ratification of 
Confidential Settlement Agreement by and among 
Live Front Row, LLC, a Florida limited liability com- 
pany; The Seminole Tribe of Florida, a federally rec- 
ognized Indian Tribe; Seminole Properties Retail LLC, 
a Maryland limited liability company and Power Plant 
Entertainment, LLC, a Delaware limited liability com- 
pany. 


Tribe Receives Special Visitor from Cherokee 



HOLLYWOOD — 

Principal Chief Chad Smith of the 
Cherokee Nation (C) visited the 
Hollywood Tribal Headquarters on 
Jan. 4 and met with Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress (R) and President 
Richard Bowers Jr. (L). He was in 
South Florida for an All-American 
High School Bowl Game at the 
Orange Bowl later that evening. The 
quarterback for the All-American 
High School Team for the Western 
Division was Cherokee Tribal citi- 
zen Nathan Stanley from Sequoyah 
High School. He is ranked 88th in 
the nation. 

Photo by Felix DoBosz 



(L-R) Seminole Broadcasting Director Danny Jumper, Chairman Mitchell Cypress, Michael Smith, CEO of 
AIFI and Broadcasting’s Special Projects Manager Dennis Pellarin. 


Tribe’s 50th Anniversary Video 
Wins AIFI ‘Best Industrial’ Award 

Film Fest Director Hand-Delivers Award to Chairman 


By Briana Abittan, Seminole Broadcasting 

SAN FRANCISCO — Bright lights, cheer- 
ing fans, and a silver screen: all of the key elements 
needed to set the stage for a glamorous film festival. 
Only it wasn’t the average movie celebration taking 
place Nov. 2-10, 2007 in San Francisco — it was the 
32nd Annual American Indian Film Festival. 

Innovative filmmakers representing various 
Native American Tribes from all across the U.S. sub- 
mitted entries for the film festival. As anticipation for 
the announcement of the winners mounted, the results 
were finally real, and the Seminole Tribe was among 
the night’s honorees receiving the prestigious Best 
Industrial award. 

The Broadcasting Department was recog- 
nized for the video production they made to commem- 
orate the 50th Anniversary of the signing of the 
Constitution and Corporate Charter. The video 
received recognition because of its creative documen- 
tation of the history of the Tribe, from its origins in 
the Everglades to becoming a major player in the busi- 
ness world. 

Michael Smith, president and CEO of the 


American Indian Film Institute, flew cross country to 
the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino to hand- 
deliver the special sculptured award to Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress on Dec. 14, 2007. 

Smith said: “The Seminole Tribe was up 
against four other Tribes for the Best Industrial award. 
But after celebrating 50 years of accomplishments, 
ordeals and triumphs, the Tribe was recognized by the 
jury. 

“The Broadcasting Department, led by Danny 
Jumper, has really come a long way,” he added. 

The 50th Anniversary video, produced by 
Seminole Broadcasting, and written and directed by 
Dennis Pellarin, was originally created especially for 
Tribal citizens. After it debuted at the celebration for 
the Tribe’s 50th Anniversary on Aug. 21, 2007, the 
American Indian Film Institute (AIFI) encouraged 
Seminole Broadcasting to enter the video. 

The AIFI has given out Best Industrial 
awards for the past 12 years to honor Tribal enterpris- 
es and their business development. The esteemed 
award can be seen in the Chairman’s Office for years 
to come. 
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Tribe, 1st Baptist Church Helps Spread 
Holiday Cheer at Wounded Knee 



Judy Weeks 

The youth group participated in a powerful portrayal of the battle between good and evil. 


BC Baptist Church Holds Bible Study in Immokalee 


By Susan Etxebarria 

WOUNDED KNEE, S.D. — With less than 
a month till Christmas, church pianist Betty Luckey 
stood up at 1st Indian Baptist Church at Brighton and 
asked the members of her congregation to donate toys 
and clothes to Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in South 
Dakota. 

“I told them I was setting up collection points 
in Sebring, Lake Placid and Okeechobee, Fla., and I 
invited anyone who wanted to help out and come 


along with me and my family to Wounded Knee I 
would appreciate their support,” said Luckey. “Before 
I finished even speaking, Alice Sweat [Director of 
Community Care for the Elderly (CCE)] raised her 
hand and said she would help us . . . She followed 
through and got everyone working with her.” 

Gifts, toys, clothes and monies were collected 
at the headquarters of CCE. The response from Tribal 
citizens, Tribal officials and many others was over- 
whelming. 

The result was caravans of Tribal citizens, 
employees, and the Luckey family, who traveled to 
Pine Ridge to personally deliver truckloads of gifts to 
those in need. 

Luckey said she was haunted for years by the 
poverty she saw at Wounded Knee when she traveled 
there many years ago with Alice Snow to teach a 
vacation bible class one summer. This year she got in 
touch with Pastor Stanley Hollow Horn, an Oglala 
Sioux. 

There is only one small church at Wounded 
Knee amidst 60 homes but every year as many as 500 





The staff and parents of Pematyetv Emahakv, including 
(L-R) Charolette Gopher and Michele Thomas, cooked 
and sold pumpkin frybread at the Christmas on the 
Caloosahatchee Festival in Moore Haven. They donated 
their funds to buy toys for the children at Wounded 
Knee on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. 


people will come to the small church to celebrate 
Christmas. 

“He told me that in years past there had been 
some donations but this year the pastor didn’t have 
one Christmas present for the children,” said Luckey. 

He told her that the people there have no 
winter clothing, no Christmas presents for their chil- 
dren, and no pantries filled with food. 


The trip to Wounded Knee was an odyssey of 
love, prayers and hope. After many emails and flyers 
were posted about the reservation, CCE hallways and 
back porch began to fill up with donations. Monies 
were donated from many people including the Tribal 
Council, churches and private individuals, amounting 
to approximately $12,000. ft was used to transport all 
the gifts and pay for the travel expenses. Left over 
money was spent to help fill the pantries, with $2,000 
worth of food bought and 60 heaters pur- 
chased; one for each home. 

The gifts were packed tight into 
a 35 foot trailer, a 20 foot trailer and a 5’ 
by 8’ moving truck. Some vans and 
trucks were also packed with gifts. More 
than 1,000 jackets and sweaters were 
distributed. The trip to Wounded Knee 
included traveling along roads that were 
icy and foggy and snow covered the 
ground. 

“We had lots of prayers for our 
safety and we were granted traveling 
mercies,” said Rhonda Goodman, assis- 
tant director of CCE. 

The CCE caravan of trucks left 
on Dec. 15, 2007 at 10 p.m. and returned 
on Dec. 20. In that group was Alice 
Sweat with CCE staff including Rhonda 
and Scott Goodman, Justin Hill Robbins, 
Melanie Stremus, as well as three 
Seminole Police Department officers, 
Michelle Clay, David Walsh and Larry 
Payne. 

Brighton resident Joe Lester 
Johns, and his wife Julie, left with loaded truck on the 
Dec. 17, 2007. On Dec. 20, Betty Luckey and her 
family left and stayed until Dec. 23. With her were her 
husband Gary, her daughter Libby and her son, Justin 
Savacool, her daughter Sheri Bjorn and husband, 
Simon, grandson J.T. Lackey and granddaughter 
Tiffani Luckey. The Luckey family stayed for the cele- 
bration at the church on Dec. 21, 2007, where the gifts 
were given. They sang and played music for the peo- 
ple there. 

In a phone interview with Pastor Hollow 
Horn on Jan. 2, the impact of such a heroic effort and 
generosity of the Tribe left an impression on him. 

“Our people here sure did appreciate the 
gifts, and food and jackets and winter coats,” he said. 
“The people here have no money. Everything was 
appreciated, especially the heaters. This was a big 
answer to a prayer. This is the only active church in 
Wounded Knee and at Christmas this year it became 
lighthouse to the community. We are so poor here we 
are lucky if we end up with a $10 donation on a 
Sunday.” 

Alice Sweat said she was shaken by the 
poverty she witnessed at Wounded Knee. 

“I came back and I didn’t really want to 
buy Christmas presents for my family because we 
have such a better life, ft is sad to see so much 
hopelessness and the despair,” Sweat said. 

Goodman said she learned a lot on the 
long journey. 

“I think we got more of blessing than we 
gave. I was being tested by God,” he said. “What 
was I doing there? I think the people at Wounded 
Knee need God in their lives.” 

Libby Luckey said: “These people are left 
alone in a lost place so for us to come along and 
say ‘We love you’ and reach out our hand is what 
we are supposed to be doing; we are helping oth- 
ers.” 

Her mother, Betty, said she has been 
affected by the tragedy of Wounded Knee and 
standing at the very place where hundreds were 
massacred made her feel the injustice of what took 
place there in 1890. But she was very touched by 
the joy of the children filling their bags with toys 
and gifts and watching the smiling faces of the 
elders grateful for the outpouring of love. 

Rhonda Goodman and Alice Sweat have 
written a message to all who gave. It is: “We took 
items from all the generous people that donated 
them. When we were there we saw first hand how 
needy these people really are in Pine Ridge. We 
would like to be able to go again in April or 
March to take a crew to help build a playground. 
To raise funds for this we at CCE will start selling 
lunches each Friday starting Jan. 11. All the money 
will go to the Pine Ridge Fundraiser. Please call on or 
before each Wednesday with your order and we will 
even deliver.” 

The plight of the people at Wounded Knee 
has touched hearts. Many Brighton elders remember 
days of poverty and they are ready to help others, said 
Luckey. 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — The Big Cypress 1st 
Baptist Church hosted a Bible Study presentation on 
Dec. 6-7, 2007 at the Immokalee Gym. The event saw 
members of the community attending activities includ- 
ing services, a youth presentation and two day revival. 


On the second evening, Pastor Salaw 
Hummingbird conducted the opening services and led 
in the singing of a hymn accompanied by Jonah 
Cypress on the guitar. The Big Cypress 1st Baptist 
Youth Group gave an animated performance of 
“Waves of Mercy, Waves of Grace” and “I Want to 
Shout it Out.” 


By Judy Weeks 

BIG CYPRESS — The congregation of the 
Big Cypress New Testament Baptist Church wel- 
comed The Perrys for an evening of old time gospel 
music and inspiration on Dec. 5, 2007. 

The Perrys began their gospel tours 39 years 
ago from the home of Mother Perry in Xenia, Ohio. 
Originally traveling within a three state area, then- 
fame spread quickly and their concerts soon became 
in popular demand across the country. What began as 
a family gospel troupe has broadened over the years 
into a tremendously successful group of very talented 
musicians and vocalists. 

Following in her family’s footsteps, 4 foot 8 
inch tall Libbi Perry Stuffle is a dynamic driving 
force that carries on the tradition of her parents. Her 
husband, Tracy Stuffle, joined 
the ranks in November 1985 and 
together they have dedicated 
their lives to inspiring Christians 
and winning new converts. 

In addition to the 
Stuffles, the Big Cypress per- 
formance included baritone Nick 
Trammel, lead singer Joseph 
Habedank and Matthew Halt on 
the piano and synthesizer. Then- 
awesome presentation lasted for 
more than an hour and a half and 
included many old time favorites 
that span over a century of 
gospel music. 

Each member of the 
troupe took a turn at the micro- 
phone giving a short biography 
spiced with humor and injecting 
their own specialty into the pro- 
gram. They are all multi-talented 
and extraordinary performers 
despite their young ages. For 
instance, 22-year-old Matthew 
Halt plays rhythm and lead gui- 
tar, drums, saxophone, organ and 
piano. He began his career at 4 
years old and is a very accom- 


Ray Yzaguirre and Tony Sanchez spoke 
briefly about the past year and the obstacles that have 
been overcome with the promise of a bright future as 
they encouraged their fellow church members. 

Donning costumes, 14 members of the youth 
group and their advisors, Josh and Andrea Jumper, 

participated in a powerful portrayal of 
“Set Me Free” by Casting Crowns. 
Black-cloaked demons descended 
upon a teenager and placed him in 
chains, signifying the peer pressure 
and temptation that leads people 
astray. Clinging to drugs and alcohol, 
he reaches depression and despair until 
he accepts the call of Jesus Christ and 
is set free. The audience filled the gym 
with applause following the presenta- 
tion. 

A trio of musicians from 
Stillwell, Okla. mixed Baptist hymns 
and contemporary music with a grati- 
fying result. The group was comprised 
of Billy Wolf Jr., Jamie Wolf and 
Charles “Chubby” Hummingbird. 
Following several selections, they 
came forward individually and 
addressed the gathering. Jamie and 
Billy Wolf offered testimony as they 
recounted their childhoods and teenage 
years and recalled their dedication to spreading the 
gospel. 

Chubby Hummingbird preached an arousing 
revival sermon that delivered a very powerful message 
to the assembly. A gifted speaker, he captured the 
attention of all age groups and appeared to have a seri- 
ous impact upon his listeners. 


plished musician. 

The church walls vibrated music and the 
pews resounded with foot stomping and clapping as 
the audience responded to the joys of gospel. 

Toddlers could be seen hanging onto the seats trying 
to dance to the music and clapping their hands in joy. 
In between songs, Tracy Stuffle kept the audiences 
laughing with his jokes and imitations of people, ani- 
mals and chainsaws. 

The 2008 concert schedule for the Big 
Cypress New Testament Baptist Church will begin on 
Jan. 27 with the Southern Sound and continue 
through the end of April with a variety of renowned 
performers. For further information please contact 
Rev. Arlen J. Payne at (954) 448-443 1 . 
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Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Nick Trammel, Joseph Habedank, Libbi Perry Stuffle and 
Tracy Stuffle joined Matthew Halt on the piano for an evening of 
gospel music with The Perrys. 



Photo Courtesy of CCE 


Alice Sweat (Far Right) stands near the Wounded Knee 
Community Center with (L-R) Bruce and Sylvia Hollow Horn, 
Pastor Stanley Hollow Horn and Little Bear. 



Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Billy Wolf Jr., Charles “Chubby” Hummingbird and Jamie 
Wolf traveled from Stillwell, Okla., to participate in a revival in 
Immokalee. 





The BC 1st Baptist Church Youth Group singing at the revival. 

New Testament Baptist Church Hosts ‘The Perrys’ 

Well Known Gospel Singers Perform Concert in BC 
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Community, Employee Thanksgiving Luncheon 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — On 

Nov. 21, the day before 
Thanksgiving, the holiday 
was jump started with a 
noontime meal served in the 
gymnasium to Brighton’s res- 
idents and employees. Chef 
Cleve Baker of Renegade 
Barbeque provided a 
Thanksgiving meal with all 
the trimmings, as well as tra- 
ditional Seminole favorites 
including sofkee. 

During a welcoming 
address, Brighton Council 
Representative Roger Smith 
wished everyone in atten- 
dance a safe and healthy hol- 
iday and expressed gratitude 
for all the hard work of the 
employees. 

“You do such a 
great job keeping things 
going at the Brighton 
Seminole Reservation,” he 
said. 

Alice Snow was 

then asked to say the bless- 
ing. She and Jenny Johns also sang two songs, 
“Hallelujah” and “Sweet House of Prayer,” in the 
Creek language. 

Next President Richard Bowers Jr. spoke to 
the community in Creek and then translated what he 
said for those present that were not Creek speakers. 

“I told our Tribal members that we owe a big 
debt of gratitude to our elders for all they did and all 



Brighton Council Rep. Roger Smith welcomes everyone to the luncheon. 


their sacrifices that made the Tribe what it is today,” 
said Pres. Bowers, who also told everyone to remem- 
ber to thank the elders during this special time. “This 
is a time for family togetherness and I want to remind 
you to give your children and your elders your atten- 
tion during this long holiday.” 

Topping off the event were drawings for fab- 
ulous prizes. Each employee and resident received a 
ticket for prizes including DVD players and gift cards. 


Joel Rovics Named Hard Rock Marketing VP 


Photo and Story Submitted by Bitner Goodman PR 

HOLLYWOOD — Joel Rovics has been 
named vice president of marketing of 
the Hollywood Seminole Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino. Rovics will be 
responsible for strategic planning, 
research, direct mail and database 
marketing, as well as analysis, budg- 
eting, and entertainment. 

He holds a master of busi- 
ness administration in marketing 
from Saint Louis University and a 
bachelor of business administration 
from Texas Christian University in 
Fort Worth, Texas. 

Rovics served as director of 
marketing for Morongo Casino 
Resort and Spa, inn by the Morongo 
Band of Mission Indians. From 
2004-2006, he was the executive 


director of marketing at Fantasy Springs Casino inn 
by the Cabazon Band of Mission Indians where he 

coordinated the grand opening fes- 
tivities for the $175 million 
expansion. Prior to that he was 
executive director for the Casino 
Aztar in Evansville, Ind., and 
from 1998-2001, he was the direc- 
tor of marketing for Harrah’s St. 
Louis, where he oversaw 70 
employees and was accountable 
for daily management of nine 
departments. 

His community involve- 
ment includes serving as a board 
member for the Evansville 
Chamber of Commerce and 
involvement with the Indiana 
Casino Association and Missouri 
Riverboat Gaming Association. 



Housing Dept Hosts Appreciation Luncheons 


Big Cypress 

By Felix DoBosz 

BIG CYPRESS — On Dec. 7, 2007, 
the Seminole Tribe’s Housing Department held 
an informal gathering and appreciation lunch- 
eon at the Big Cypress Gym for Tribal citizens, 
guests and employees. 

“We are here today because the 
Housing Department’s way of showing our 
appreciation to Tribal members,” said Alyssa 
Pearson, Housing Dept, administrator and 
event coordinator. “We really appreciate the 
support from Tribal members that live here in 
Big Cypress and to show what we have done to 
turn the program around. We have had better 
open communications with Tribal members, 
listening and fulfilling their needs, and improv- 
ing their lives.” 

Everyone agreed that that the food 

was deli- 



Chris Jenkins 

The Housing Dept, seal on one of 
the cakes at the luncheon. 


Hollywood 



Chris Jenkins 

Housing Director Troy Clay and JoAnne Micco. 



Members of the Housing Dept, review and dis- 
cuss Hollywood Reservation building plans. 


Brighton 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — On Dec. 6, 2007, the 
Brighton Seminole Housing Department hosted 
the Housing Appreciation Luncheon at the gym. 
Brighton residents who attended had the opportu- 
nity to chat with the staff of the Housing 
Department. 

“The Housing Department just wanted 
to show our appreciation to the Tribal members 
for supporting our department,” said Brighton’s 
Housing Services Manager Jamie Loudbear, a 
member of the Menominee Tribe of Wisconsin. 

Loudbear also manages housing services 
at the Ft. Pierce and Tampa reservations. 

The dinner was catered by Renegade 
Barbeque. The Housing Department gave away 
gifts of T-shirts, mugs, flashlight key rings, mag- 
nets and other souvenirs. 



(L-R) Housing Services Mgr. Jamie Loudbear 
and Jo Leigh “Boogie” Jumper. 
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Seminole Hard Rock Hosts 9th Annual 
Harley-Davidson Bikers Bash 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — Guests rumbled in on all kinds 
of shiny bikes, but mostly Harley-Davidson’s and custom 
choppers for the 9th Annual Ft. Lauderdale Harley-Davidson 
Bikers Bash, held on the 
evening of Dec. 7, 2007. 

The night of entertainment 
and fun was underwritten by 
the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida, with all proceeds 
from this event and auction 
benefitting the Boys & Girls 
Club of Broward County. 

A big biker fan, 

Hollywood Tribal Council 
Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. 
welcomed all the guests to 
the Bikers Bash festivities. 

“This Bikers Bash 
is great; it’s a good cause for 
the Boys & Girls Club and a 
fun way to raise money,” 

Osceola said. “I’ve been rid- 
ing bikes since 1964 and 
have had a lot of fun with 
them, for the [Toys in the 
Sim Rim.] I have a Triumph 
Rocket that I’m going to 
ride because my Harley is 
being serviced.” 

“As long as I’m on 


Custom bikes, signed by members of Aerosmith, were auctioned off. 


two wheels, that’s all that matters,” he added. 

Doc Reno, local radio personality from Big 105.9 
FM, emceed the evening’s festivities, as guests enjoyed 
music, dinner, and a 
fun silent auction 
featuring rock and 
sports memorabilia. 

One of the interest- 
ing framed auction 
items on display 
was an autographed 
New England 
Patriots jersey 
belonging to quar- 
terback Tom Brady. 

Osceola 
spoke to the biker 
fans gathered from 
the stage, welcom- 
ing all the guests to 
this worthwhile fun 
event. 

He said, “I 
want to thank 
everyone here for 
your generosity for 
the Boys & Girls 
Club, for the chil- 
dren, because of 
you they’re going to 
have a Merry 
Christmas. So I 
want to say a big 
thank you for that 
and let’s rock on.” 

Dazzling 
custom designer 


bikes by Dave Perewitz, Aaron Green and Dale Parker were 
also auctioned off to the highest bidder to raise money for the 
local charities. There was a bit of suspense and controversy 
to see if Steven Tyler would even show up at the Bikers 

Bash, because he was deter- 
mined to ride his new Red 
Wing motorcycle instead of 
the sponsor’s customary 
Harley-Davidson motorcy- 
cles. 

Tyler did make an 
appearance and signed auto- 
graphs for some fans who bid 
on his guitars and assorted 
memorabilia collection that 
was up for auction. Tyler 
made a fashion donation of 
one of his famous outfits to 
the Seminole Hard Rock ear- 
lier that evening at a small 
ceremony inside at the Hard 
Rock Cafe. 

A few celebrity 
guests also paid a visit to the 
Bikers Bash, including rock 
singer Lita Ford, super model 
Niki Taylor, legendary song- 
writer Richie Supa and drum- 
?eiu DoBosz mer Vince Neil of the band 

Motley Crue, who turned into 
a big crowd pleaser. Later in 
the evening Neil jammed 
with Aerosmith’s Steven 
Tyler, and the reaction from the crowd 
was like being at a giant rock concert. 

The Biker Bash activities were 
just the beginning, leading up to the pre- 
mier event held the morning of Dec. 9, 
for the South Florida Presidents Council 
20th Annual Christmas Toys in the Sun 
Run. This was billed as the world’s 
largest motorcycle parade, consisting of 
more than 30,000 riders. Each rider was 
asked to bring a brand new unwrapped 
toy for underprivileged children to be 
collected at the festivities at Markham 
Park in Sunrise, Fla. 

The toys are distributed to 
needy children across Broward County 
every year by this wonderful group. 

Most of the money raised through the 
Toys in the Sun Run benefitted the Joe 
DiMaggio Children’s Hospital, a facility 
famous for successfully treating pedi- 
atric cancer patients. 

More than 40 Seminole Tribal 
citizens and employees met in front of the main entrance of 
the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino at 7:30 a.m. on the 
morning of Dec. 9, 2007, for Toys in the Sun Run. Smiling 


(L-R) Jeff and Harriet Bass pose with Gina and Chris Osceola in front of the guitars. 




Felix DoBosz 

(L-R) Roy and Barbara Butera and Loretta Micco. 


Seminole citizens from different reservations brought 
unwrapped Christmas toys strapped onto their motorcycles. 
They took off with a mighty roar and in unison headed for I- 
95 north on their two wheeled machines to meet up with the 
main contingent of riders at the huge starting point for the 
world’s largest motorcycle parade. 







The Seminole Tribune 


January 18, 2008 


w w w vsr w w 

/S /A /V /\ /A /\ 


✓A /A /A /A /\ 


Preparations Underway For Annual 
Battle of Okeechobee Re-Enactment 



On this battlefield, many legendary officers 
of the U.S. Army spilled their blood. The excitement 
of the battle is an educational opportunity; the two day 
event is a window into the past of how the white man 
and the Indians lived in these dangerous times. 

The Okeechobee Battlefield Historical State 
Park is located on what was once cattle range that was 
almost lost to development. A team of dedicated indi- 
viduals formed an organi- 
zation to preserve the land 
and after several years of 
petitioning the State of 
Florida, the site was pur- 
chased for a park in 2006. 
When the park is ready for 
public use it will become 
a tremendous asset for 
Okeechobee County 
tourism. 

“The vision and 
goal of the battlefield 
preservation would not 
have been a success with- 
out the dedication and 
support of the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida,” said 
Henderson, a resident of 
Okeechobee who helped 
lead the preservation 
efforts. “We wish to thank 
Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress, Brighton Council 
Representative Roger 
Smith, Brighton Board 
Representative Johnnie 
Jones, current and former 
Tribal officials, and many 
other members of the 
Tribe who have been so 
committed.” 

Johns, Tribal his- 
torian and member of the 
Florida Seminole Wars 
Foundation, said he con- 
siders the Battle of 
Okeechobee to be one of 
the most important battles 
in Seminole history. He 
also said the preservation 
of this 145-acre battle- 
ground site of great signif- 
icance for the Tribe. For 
him, this re-enactment is 
an opportunity to tell the 
story of this heroic battle 
from the Seminole per- 
spective. 

Seminole re- 
enactors and U.S. mili- 
tary re-enactors, many 
from Okeechobee, per- 
form the re-enactment, 
including Okeechobee 
City Councilman 
Dowling Watford and res- 
ident, Jack Williamson. 
Among the Seminole per- 
formers will be Brian 
Zepeda and Moses “Big 
Shot” Jumper Jr. who 
have performed in many 
other exciting Seminole 
war re-enactments 
throughout the state. 

Seminole arti- 
sans and period vendors with crafts, clothing, goods 
and arts of the 1830s will be featured, as well as enter- 
tainment, music, storytelling, historic and cultural 
demonstrations. 

Special guests and speakers will include 
author Elizabeth Gentry Sayed, State Representative 
Richard Maychek and Seminole Tribal leaders. Sayed 
is the great-great granddaughter of General Gentry and 
relates fascinating facts about the history of her 
famous ancestor. 

The state park is not yet officially open to the 
public as the grounds are in early stages of the plan- 
ning and development process. Nevertheless, the reen- 
actment has received great support from Park Manager 
Mark Nelson and his staff who have prepared a por- 
tion of the grounds for the occasion. 

There are many civic groups, businesses and 
private individuals who are sponsoring this event 
including the Seminole Tribe of Florida. 

Those interested being a vendor or volunteer, 
please call Shawn Henderson at (863) 634-9587. 


By Susan Etxebarria 

OKEECHOBEE, Fla. — Willie Johns of 
Brighton will be narrating the dramatic reenactment of 
the Battle of Okeechobee of the Second Seminole War 
at the new Okeechobee Battlefield Historical State 
Park. The re-enactment will run on Feb. 2-3. 

Okeechobee Battlefield Friends, Inc., is coor- 
dinating the opening ceremony at 11 a.m. on Feb. 2. 


Re-enactments, however, will be held both days. The 
Seminole Color Guard will also post the colors during 
the opening ceremonies. 

“We are very excited to be organizing this 
upcoming event on the newly acquired Okeechobee 
Battle Historical State Park,” said Chairwoman Shawn 
Henderson. 

Gathered on the war fields will be a cast of 
re-enactors portraying fierce Indian warriors led by 
great Indian war chiefs such as Abiaka, Coacoochee, 
Halleck Tustenugee and Alligator. Here they will show 
how the Seminoles, greatly outnumbered, battled the 
massive militia and U.S. Army troops led by the 
feared Colonel Zachary Taylor and General Richard 
Gentry. 

This historic battle took place on Christmas 
day in 1837. It was the largest and bloodiest battle of 
the Second Seminole war. The brilliant maneuvers and 
bold exploits of the Seminole warriors made it possi- 
ble for many Seminoles to escape and survive in 
Florida without surrender. 
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Shawn Henderson (L), chairwoman of the event, speaks with key personal in preparation for the Battle of 
Okeechobee Re-Enactment. 
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(L-R) President Richard Bowers Jr. with the top cattle owner from Big Cypress, Carl Baxley, Director of 
Natural Resource Don Robertson, and top cattle owner from Brighton, Timmy Johns. 


Cattle Owners Gather For Annual Meeting 

Carl Baxley, Timmy Johns Take Top Honors from BC, Brighton 


By Susan Etxebarria 

CLEWISTON, Fla. — 
The Seminole Tribe of Florida, 
Inc.’s 2007 award winning cattle 
owners were announced at the 
Cattle Owner’s Annual Meeting 
and Dinner, held Nov. 30, 2007 at 
Sonny’s BBQ. 

Carl Baxley won the 
award for 2007 Big Cypress Beef 
Producer of the Year with 148 
pounds of beef per acre. Timmy 
Johns was named 2007 Brighton 
Beef Producer of the Year with 223 
pounds of beef per acre. 

The meeting also included 
an hour-long session discussing the 
published summary handed out to 
each cattle owner regarding their 
profits and losses, expenses and 
inventory for the 2007 year. 

“We have summarized the 
whole year and put it in a book- 
form for each cattle owner,” said 
Natural Resources Director Don 
Robertson. “I think it will be very 
beneficial and helpful to you.” 

Assistant Natural 

Resources Director Alex Johns told 
the cattle owners that there is better 
and more detailed business analysis 
available now since the Tribe 
adopted its Electronic Identification 
(EID) program. With three years 
worth of data collected by the EID 
software about the herds, the own- 


ers are getting reliable figures that 
can aid forecasting. 

With the use of a 

PowerPoint presentation on a wide 
screen, Johns explained to the cat- 
tle owners how to assess individual 
operating costs in every aspect of 
the production cycle. He said they 
can see their individual profits or 
losses. There are charts that ana- 
lyze pasture productivity to help 
each cattle owner develop their 
future business plan. 

This year the cattle owners 
and cattle managers also discussed 
matters of concern affecting the 
cattle operations. At the top of the 
list was how the present drought 
affects cattle weights. A serious 
discussion followed about the need 
for activating wells on individual 
pastures. The cost to buy pumps 
would be the individual cattle 
owner’s responsibility. However, 
loans or grants are available, said 
Johns. 

Brighton Water Resource 
Manager Roy Herrera said he is 
already mapping and detecting 
wells on Brighton pastures. He said 
wells need to be dug about 120 feet 
deep to assure they won’t go dry if 
the drought worsens. According to 
Herrera, some of the costs can be 
funded by the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service. 


Seminole Tribe Extension 
Agent Michael Bond spoke about 
the information available to cattle 
owners through the Institute of 
Food and Agricultural Sciences 
(IFAS) at the University of Florida 
in Gainesville. He is also available 
for soil testing. Cattle production is 
dependent on good nutrition that is 
related to the quality of nutrients in 
grasses, he said. 

“This is the third annual 
cattlemen’s meeting,” said Pres. 
Richard Bowers Jr. “This meeting 
helps us to be better cattle owners 
and shows us how we can 
improve.” 

Part of the excitement of 
the meeting was the generous gifts 
from donors that had everyone 
checking their tickets throughout 
the night. 

Pres. Bowers donated the 
top prize, two red heifers purchased 
from a South Florida rancher, and 
won by Louise Gopher and Jimmie 
Smith. A roping saddle with the 
Board’s emblem on it was donated 
by BC Board Rep. Cicero Osceola. 
The winner was Mondo Tiger. 

Other door prizes were 
donated from Board Reps. Johnnie 
Jones of Brighton and Gloria 
Wilson of Hollywood, as well as 
Brighton Council Rep. Roger 
Smith. 
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Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School 
Honors Students of the Week 

Students Recognized for the Week of Dec. 3-7, 2007 


Pemayetv Emahakv Students Collect 
Donations for Pine Ridge Indian 
Reservation and Toys For Tots 


A Message from Seminole Police Department 
Chief Charlie Tiger 


Since I became police chief I 
have been dedicated to raising the level 
of professionalism and educational 
opportunities for the members of the 
Seminole Police Department (SPD). 

In furtherance of this endeavor, 

I have been assembling a command staff 
of highly qualified law enforcement pro- 
fessionals who have numerous years of 
law enforcement experience and expert- 
ise. These include Deputy Chief Michael 
Browne, Major Robert McDaniel, 
Captain Jerry Meisenheimer, Captain 
John Wilson, Captain John Auer and 
Captain Ed Taylor. This management 
team will solidify the goals and objec- 
tives set forth in SPD’s strategic plan. 


In an effort to enhance commu- 
nity insight and input into the inner 
working of SPD, I will be implementing 
a meet and greet session once a month 
with myself and my entire command 
staff. Any Tribal citizen is invited to 
attend a monthly command staff meet- 
ing. There they will meet the command 
staff and address any concerns, sugges- 
tions or comments to them. 

Those persons who would like 
to be selected to attend a command staff 
meeting may call the Seminole Police 
Department Chief’s Office at (954) 967- 
8900 to sign up. Persons must be resi- 
dents of the reservation they are signing 
up for. 


The fifth grade Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School students pose with the 
schools’ Toys for Tots donation collection. This was a PTSO, or Parent, Teacher, 
Student Organization, project. 

Students in photo are: (L-R) Lindsey Sampson, J.T. Smith, Brooke 
Osceola, Toby Gopher, Deveon Jones, Braceton King, Breanna Billie, Dalence 
Carrillo, Jennifer Tommie, Cameron Youngblood, Anthony Johns, Layton Thomas, 
Corvette Billie. Delanev Osceola and Justice Baker. 


The emayetv EmahakvCharter School’s parents, students and staff collected 
donations to send to the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in South Dakota during the 
holidays. Ms. Robinson’s kindergarten class poses with the donations. 

(L-R, Lront Row) Richard Harris, Dalence Carrillo, Tanner Shore, Hunter 
Howard, Tucker Johns, (L-R, Center Row) Sage Motlow, Araya Youngblood, Alyssa 
Gonzalez, Mallorie Thomas, Rubie Osceola, Aleah Turtle, (L-R, Top Row) Laila 
Bennett, Edward Gaucin, Jaylen Baker and Myron Billie. 


The Indian Hero! 

By Julienne Silvius 

Osceola was bom in 1804-1838. 
Osceola lived near the Tallapoosa River 
in Alabama. He was important because 
he was an Indian immigrant to Llorida 
and became a Seminole chief. 

Osceola fought in a war called 
the Seminole War. He moved to Llorida 
as a youth and was just a teenager when 
he fought in the Lirst Seminole War. 
Osceola and the Seminoles fought against 
the United States over Llorida. The 
United States was also angry that black 
slaves were being set free in Llorida. He 
led 250 warriors against 720 soldiers and 


a won a battle against the United States 
army. 

Osceola battled through the 
Seminole War. With his team, he tried 
and tried to win, but instead he lost. So 
then, he had to go to the Second 
Seminole War. Osceola encouraged the 
Native Americans to have strength and 
faith to fight in the Second Seminole 
War. When the war started many people 
died. Osceola had many friends that died. 
But Osceola still tried his best and never 
quit. He fought a long seven years pro- 
tecting Native American land from the 
United States. 

The United States army said “I 
quit.” But they were lying. They were 


just trying to trick Osceola. When he 
went to Jefferson’s house to discuss 
peace a group of people took him and 
shut him in prison. He stayed there until 
he died. 

Many people went to visit 
Osceola in prison because he had fought 
so hard for the Seminoles. Osceola had 
become so famous that newspapers 
across the United States were writing 
about him! He showed people that the 
Seminoles were strong and would not 
leave Llorida without a fight. In January 
30, 1838, Osceola died in prison. He died 
with faith, courage, responsibility, caring, 
and honesty in himself. 


Museum Debuts Exhibit, Holds Essay Contest 


Submitted by Diana M. Stone, 

Education Coordinator Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum 

[Editor s Note: The following 
winning essays are re-printed here verba- 
tim.] 

The Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum will 
debut their newest exhibit, Osceola 
Remembered, on Jan. 27. The exhibit 
shows the many perspectives of Osceola as 
the man, the myth, and the legend. 

In conjunction with the exhibit, the muse- 
um’s Education Division organized an 
essay contest asking fourth graders from 


By Catherine Harper 

Osceola should be remembered 
as a great man because he did so many 
good things for the Seminoles. Prom the 
great life he lived to leading the 
Seminoles into their second war, he will 
always be remembered as an important 
part of our history. 

first of all, Osceola was a great 
leader. Bom in 1804, his parents were 
William Powell, who was a trader, and 
Polly Coplinger, a Creek of mixed 
blood. She took him to Llorida when he 
was young. He achieved his warrior 
name, “Asi-Yahole.” meaning Black 
Drink Singer, at a ceremonial Green 
Com dance when he was eighteen. 
Osceola became a member of the Red 
Stick Creeks. They were joined into the 
Seminole tribe. When the United States 
tried to turn all the Seminoles out into 
Oklahoma, Osceola tried to save the 
Seminoles from being moved. He was 
recognized as a great leader because he 
fought back and he told the chief that 


By Kristina Capeles 

Osceola had many difficult 
challenges in his life, but always kept 
moving forward. 

The Lirst Seminole War, started 
to abuse Indians who were thought to be 
enemies of the U.S. Their land was 
becoming a place for slaves who were 
seeking a place to hide. On July 27, 

1816, at the Apalachicola River then- 
forts were tom down and destroyed. 

Years later, Osceola became 
popular among the Seminole Indians 
when he refused to sign the treaty to 
relocate. Osceola did not agree with this 
treaty and convinced the people to stay 
on their land. It has been said that 
Osceola was so against this treaty that he 


all across Llorida to write about Osceola. 
The top four essays writers from this 
year’s contest were Kristina Capeles, 

North Miami, Julienne Silvius, North 
Miami, Renaude Ceus, North Miami, and 
Katherine Harper, Weston. The winning 
essays will be featured in the Osceola 
Remembered exhibit. 

If you would like your class or 
homeschoolers to participate in next year’s 
essay contest, please send your name, 
address, and email address to dianas- 
tone@semtribe.com to be added to next 
year’s contest mailing list. 


they would not move without a fight. 

Second, Osceola was a great 
warrior. He led attacks on the military 
men who came to remove the 
Seminoles. On December 28, 1835, he 
and a handful of warriors killed Wiley- 
Thompson, who came to move the 
Seminoles, and this sparked the Second 
Seminole War. Osceola became the 
Seminoles’ leading war chief. He 
showed great courage in battle. He skill- 
fully and bravely guided his warriors 
into battles. He taught them the skill of 
ambush. 

Third, Osceola was a great 
Seminole. He was never defeated and 
died undefeated. He and his people 
never surrendered. He gave his people 
independence. Because of Osceola’s 
leadership and determination, the 
Seminole people got to control their own 
lives and destiny. 

All in all, Osceola should be 
honored because of all the great things 
he did and the courage he had. Prom the 
lessons we all can learn from him to the 
respect his people gave him. Osceola 
was a man who helped his people. 


took his sword and stabbed the docu- 
ment, while saying: “This is the only 
way I will sign!” 

In the month of November the 
Second Seminole War started. The 
United States tried to make the Indians 
leave their homes in Llorida, but the 
Indians were ready for war. This war 
lasted from 1835 to 1842. 

In the year 1837 General 
Thomas Sidney Jesup asked Osceola to 
meet with him so they could come to an 
agreement. Osceola accepted the invita- 
tion, but when he got to the place to 
meet Thomas Sidney Jesup he was 
attacked and put in prison. He died 
shortly in 1838. 

Osceola showed great bravery, 
leadership, and integrity, this is why he 
was such a great leader. 


A Tragic Death 

By Renaude Ceus 

Osceola was a very produc- 
tive man, a very great leader, and a 
very important part of Native 
American Llorida history. 

When Osceola was a teenag- 
er he fought in the Lirst Seminole 
War. The United States started the 
Lirst Seminole War because they con- 
sidered the Native Americans ene- 
mies. 

In 1823 some of the 
Seminole leaders signed a treaty. 
According to the United States, the 
Seminoles had not complied with the 
treaty. The Indian Removal Act of 
1830 called for the relocation of 
Osceola’s Tribe. 

Osceola was known by his 
Tribe as a skillful hunter, warrior and 
stickball player. He was not a chief 
borught to prominence because of his 
stand against relocation. He traveled 
to every Tribe urging for them to stay 
on their ancestral land. 

In April 1835, in Port King 
on the Seminole Reservation, and 
Indian agent named Wiley Thompson 
forced a treaty on the Seminole, con- 
firming terms of removal. Osceola 
was so furious he slashed the docu- 
ment with a knife and quarreled with 
the agent. The agent had Osceola 
seized and put in jail. He angrily 
protested, but actually agreed to sign. 
When Osceola was released from jail 
he escaped into the woods. 

On December 28, 1835, 
Osceola led another war party in 
ambush to the Indian agent, Wiley 
Thompson, killing him along with six 
other people. That same exact day 
Osceola was wounded during a battle 
between Seminole warriors and the 
United States army, but escaped. 

A general named Thomas 
Sidney Jesup resorted to trickery to 
capture Osceola. Someone named 
Wild Cat agreed to help him trick 
Osceola. Osceola was weakened by 
malaria and agreed to go to a peace 
council at Port Peyton in October 
1837. When Osceola got to the meet- 
ing he was struck in the head, tied up 
and imprisoned. 

There were many reasons 
how Osceola could have died: mis- 
treatment or poison from guards, dis- 
ease (malaria or quinsy), or loss of 
will to live. A man named George 
Catlin painted a portrait of Osceola 
while he was in jail. After putting on 
his battle dress and painting himself 
with war paint, Osceola died on 
January 30, 1838. 


Osceola Remembered 


A Great Seminole Leader 


* Gopher 

Continued from page 1 


chickee near Pt. Pierce. At the time she 
spoke only Creek, but eventually Gopher 
went on to be the first woman in the Tribe 
to earn a college degree. Gopher would 
end up making a lifelong commitment to 
help others in the Tribe obtain public edu- 
cation and go to college. 

The presentation also included 
information on how she led the Tribe to 
create language education programs that 
resulted in the 2007 opening of Pemayetv 
Emahakav Charter School. 

The guests were told that Louise 
Gopher was picked by the Palm Beach 
Post as one of 100 outstanding women 
who made a difference in Llorida during 
the 20th Century. 

Many people gave speeches about 

Gopher. 

“It has been an honor to work 


alongside you,” said Emma 
Johns, acting Education 
Department director. “I 
learned from you and I hope 
now you have confidence in 
the staff that follows you.” 

“I want to thank 
you for what you have done 
for our kids in education 
and for our culture,” said 
Council Rep. Roger Smith, 
who presented Gopher with 
a plaque. 

A traditional 
Seminole dress, made by 
Virginia Osceola of 
Hollywood, was unveiled as 
another gift from the 
Councilman’s office. 

Seminole Tribe of 
Llorida Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress was not able to 
attend but he sent a surprise. 
He offered Gopher a trip to 


Louise Gopher accepts a plaque from Brighton 
Council Rep. Roger Smith. 


(L-R) Seminole Princess Jennifer Chalfant p 
quilt to Louise Gopher. 


. , , , the children of the charter school. Jennifer 

-Ypiacem the world she chalfant; her former student and M i ss 

Llorida Seminole, presented her with a 
large colorful quilt on behalf of the Tribe. 

Gopher did speak to all the guests. 
Lirst she introduced her former education 
staff and all educators who had helped her 
and supported her along the way. 

“I want to say thank you to all the 
staff. I wouldn’t be up here on this stage 
without your support,” she said. “Many 
things could not have been accomplished 
without the dedication of many others. I 
may have opened doors and initiated meet- 
ings but it is the parents and the staff that 
followed through and accomplished the 
job.” 

Gopher said she is ready for a 
change. She plans to continue helping the 
Tribe preserve its culture and language in 
other ways, but she said for now she is also 
looking forward to going fishing with her 
grandchildren. 


wants to go. 

“ft is good to see 
Louise is being honored 
for her achievements in 
education,” said Board 
Rep. Johnnie Jones. “She 
sacrificed a lot. She was- 
n’t home a lot. She was 
always having to travel to 
Hollywood; back and 
forth.” 

He then present- 
ed her with a check from 
the Seminole Tribe of 
Llorida, Inc., saying she 
could use that gift during 
her other gift — the vaca- 
tion the Chairman gave 


There were also 
very nice gifts from her 
education staff, and from 


Kindergarten 

Miss Robinson’s class: Laila Bennett; 
Mrs. Webber’s class: Waylynn Bennett 


Third Grade 

Mrs. Clements’ class: Lanie Sedatol; 
Mrs. Pryor’s class: Rylee Osceola 


First Grade 

Mrs. Davis’ class: Alicia Fudge; Mrs. 
Ringstaff’s class: Gage Riddle 


Fourth Grade 

Mrs. Tedders’ class: Elizabeth Johns; 
Mrs. Williams’ class: Harley Johns 


Second Grade 

Mrs. Hudson’s class: Sunni Bearden; 
Mrs. Ball’s class: Camryn Thomas 


Fifth Grade 

Mrs. Finney’s class: J. T. Smith 










Basic Rules of Safety for Children 



Submitted by SPD Chief Charlie Tiger 

As soon as your children can articulate a sen- 
tence, they can begin the process of learning how to 
protect themselves against abduction and exploitation. 
Children should be taught the following basic safety 
rules: 

If you are in a public place, and you get sepa- 
rated from your parents or guardians, don’t wander 
around looking for them. Go to a uniformed law 
enforcement or security officer, store salesperson or 
person in the information booth with a nametag, or a 
mother with children and quickly tell the person you 
have lost your family and need help finding them. 

You should not get into a vehicle or go any- 
where with any person unless your parents or 
guardians have told you it is okay to do so on that day. 

If someone follows you in a vehicle, stay 
away from him or her and turn around and go in the 
opposite direction. You should not get close to any 
vehicle, unless your parent, guardian, or a trusted adult 
accompanies you. If someone is following you on 
foot, run away as fast as you can and tell a trusted 
adult what happened. 

Grownups and others who need help should 
not be asking children for help, they should be asking 
older people. 

No one should be asking you for directions, 
asking you to help look for something like a “lost 
puppy,” or telling you your mother or father is in trou- 
ble and he or she will take you to them. 

If someone tries to take you somewhere, 
quickly get away from him (or her) and yell or 
scream, “This man (woman) is trying to take me 
away” or “This person is not my father (mother).” If 
someone tries to grab you, make a scene and make 
every effort to get away by kicking, screaming, and 
resisting. 

You should try to take a friend with 
you, and never go places alone. 

Always ask your parents’ or 
guardians’ permission to leave the yard 
or play area or go into someone’s 
home. 

Never hitchhike. Don’t ride 
home with anyone unless your par- 
ents or guardians have told you it 
is okay to do so on that day. 

If someone wants to take 
your picture, tell him or her no 
and tell your parents, guardians, 
or other trusted adults. 

No one should touch 
you in the parts of the body that 
would be covered by a bathing 
suit, nor should you touch any- 
one else in those areas. Your 
body is special and private. 

You can be assertive, and 
you have the right to say no to 
someone who tries to take you 
somewhere; touch you; or make you 
feel scared, uncomfortable, or confused 


What You Can Do to Prevent 
Child Abduction and Exploitation 

Know where your children are at all 
times. Be familiar with their friends and daily 
activities. 

Be sensitive to changes in your chil- 
dren’s behavior; they are a signal you should sit 
down and talk to your children about what caused 
the changes. 

Be alert to a teenager or adult who is 
paying an unusual amount of attention to your 
children or giving them inappropriate or expen- 
sive gifts. 

Teach your children to trust their own 
feelings, and assure them they have the right to 
say no to what they sense is wrong. 

Listen carefully to your children’s fears, 
and be supportive in all your discussions with 
them. 

Teach your children that no one should 
approach or touch them in a way that makes them 
feel scared, uncomfortable, or confused. If some- 
one does, they should immediately tell you. 

Be diligent about babysitters and any 
other individuals who have custody of your chil- 
dren. Obtain references from people you trust and 
see if you can access background screening infor- 
mation about these individuals. Many states pro- 
vide access to sex offender registries and criminal 
histories. 
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Children’s Internet Safety: A Message 
from SPD Chief Charlie Tiger 


Before spending valuable learning time on 
activities to reduce child victimization online, it is 
important to understand the need for this informa- 
tion. Children of all ages are flocking to the 
Internet. Statistics reveal that 45 percent of children 
in the U.S. — more than 30 million of those 
younger than 18 — use the Internet. 

Here are some Internet safety tips to help 
keep children safe when online: 

Clear, simple, easy-to-read house rules 
should he posted on or near the monitor. Create 
your own computer rules or print the Internet Safety 
Pledge from www.netsmartz.org 
/resources/pledge.htm. The pledge can be signed by 
adults and children and should he periodically 
reviewed. 

Look into safeguarding programs or 
options your online service provider might offer. 
These may include monitoring or filtering capabili- 
ties. 

Always read a web site’s privacy policy 
before giving any personal information. Also make 
sure that a web site offers a secure connection 
before giving credit card information. 

Web sites for children are not permitted to 
request personal information without a parent’s per- 
mission. Talk to children about what personal infor- 
mation is and why you should never give it to peo- 
ple online. 

If children use chat or e-mail, talk to them 
about never meeting in person with anyone they 
first “met” online. 

Talk to children about not responding to 
offensive or dangerous e-mail, chat, or other com- 
munications. Report any such communication to 
local law enforcement. Do not delete the offensive 
or dangerous e-mail; turn off the monitor, and con- 
tact local law enforcement. 

Keep the computer in the family room or 
another open area of your home. 

Get informed about computers and the 
Internet. Let children show you what they can do 
online, and visit their favorite sites. 

Have children use child- friendly search 


engines when completing homework. 

Be aware of any other computers your 
child may be using. 

Know who children are exchanging e-mail 
with, and only let them use chat areas when you can 
supervise. Net Smartz, www.netsmartz.org, recom- 
mends limiting chat room access to child- friendly 
chat sites. 

Internet accounts should he in the parent’s 
name with parents having the primary screen name, 
controlling passwords, and using blocking and/or 
filtering devices. 

Children should not complete a profile for 
a service provider and children’s screen names 
should be nondescript so as not to identify that the 
user is a child. 

Talk to children about what to do if they 
see something that makes them feel scared, uncom- 
fortable, or confused. Show them how to turn off 
the monitor and emphasize that it’s not their fault if 
they see something upsetting. Remind children to 
tell a trusted adult if they see something that bothers 
them online. 

Consider using filtering or monitoring soft- 
ware for your computer. Filtering products that use 
white listing, which only allows a child access to a 
preapproved list of sites, are recommended for chil- 
dren in this age group. Net Smartz does not advo- 
cate using filters only; education is a key part of 
prevention. 

If you suspect onhne stalking or sexual 
exploitation of a child, report it to the Seminole 
Police Department or other local law enforcement 
agency. 

The National Center for Missing & 
Exploited Children has a system for identifying 
online predators and child pomographers and con- 
tributing to law enforcement investigations. It’s 
called the Cyber Tip Line. Leads forwarded to the 
site will be acknowledged and shared with the 
appropriate law enforcement agency for investiga- 
tion. Access the Cyber Tip Line by calling (800) 
843-5628 or going to www.cybertipline.com. 


Tribe Commemorates Meth Awareness Month 

Youngsters Get Educated About the Deadly Drug 


By Sandy Hamilton 

HOLLYWOOD — It seems out of the ques- 
tion to most people to inhale acetone, break fluid, 
lighter fluid, lye and or fertilizer. However, those 
addicted to methamphetamine, or meth for short, 
inhale, smoke and/or inject these chemicals to get a 
temporary high. 

Meth is a powerful, highly addictive man 
made synthetic drug that resembles tiny shards of 
blue-white glass of different sizes. According to 
Wikipedia, methamphetamine use is the highest in the 
U.S. amongst Native Hawaiians and 
Pacific Islanders, with 2.2 percent 
of the total population using the 
drug, and Native Americans with 
1 .7 percent. 

In late November 2007, 

National Meth Awareness Week was 
observed throughout the U.S., with 
some of the Tribe’s youngest mem- 
bers at the Hollywood Preschool 
receiving valuable education on the 
harmful effects of this drug. Then- 
activities began with a poster con- 
test held at the Preschool on the 
morning of Nov. 27. 

Later that afternoon the 
middle school-aged children and 
adult community members watched 
a slide show presentation with vivid 
images depicting the effects of 
meth. SPD canine officer Carlin 
Coleman and his partner, Apollo, 
were present to help educate the 
children on how drug dealers are 
caught by law enforcement. 

Training for drug dogs is 
an initial 185-hour course, and con- 
tinues with day-to-day training. Apollo has been with 
SPD for three years and is trained to sniff out marijua- 
na, cocaine, heroin and methamphetamines. 

The students were treated to food and raffles 
along with a slide show of the effects of meth on a 
person’s appearance. Hollywood Board Rep. Gloria 
Wilson was on hand to address the children with the 
message to “stay drug free and be good leaders for 
us.” The evening was then capped off with a night 


screening of Shrek the Third under the stars on the 
baseball field. 

A class on meth was held at the Boys & Girls 
Club two days later, on Nov. 29. The class enlightened 
those who attended about what drugs like marijuana, 
crack and alcohol do to the body. Presenters encour- 
aged the youth to stand above the influence of peer 
pressure. The children participated in various activities 
including role playing of real life situations to gain 
experience on what to do to avoid peer pressure, and 
to just say no. 


Julie Bennett-Barrows, intervention specialist 
for the Family Services Dept., pointed out how adver- 
tisers now use celebrities to appeal to a younger audi- 
ence. Celebrities like Jay-Z for Budweiser, P. Diddy, 
who has signed a profit share deal with Diageo to 
develop one of the drink giant’s super-premium vodka 
brands, Ciroc. In the ads, alcohol seems to make the 
participants feel cool just by being in the presence of 
the advertised product. 



Sandy Hamilton 

(L-R) Katelyn Young practices her “Just Say No” refusal technique in 
front of Julie Bennett-Barrows of Family Services and Thommy Doud 
of the Boys & Girls Club. 
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Dr. Brian C Rush 
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On the Road Again . . . 


Submitted by the Seminole Health Department 

[Editor s Note: This article is written by 
Suzanne Fundingsland, a Licensed Registered 
Dietitian, who is the nutritionist at Big 
Cypress and Tampa. Sue worked for 
many years at North Dakota State 
University where her nutrition pro- 
gram was delivered to the Standing 
Rock Sioux Tribe, the Turtle 
Mountain Band of Chippewa, the 
Three Affiliated Tribes (Mandan, 

Hidatsa and Arikara), the Spirit 
Lake Nation and United Tribes 
Technical College. Before com- 
ing to Florida she was the 
dietitian for the Prairie Island 
Indian Community at Welch, 

Minn.] 

Dear Nutritionist, 

Every time I look at 
my calendar and see the trip 
my family has planned over 
spring break I feel badly. I can 
only think of my last vacation 
and how much weight I gained. 

Please give me some realistic sugges- 
tions to help me come home without 
the extra pounds. 

Sincerely, 

Packing My Saddlebags 

Dear Packing My Saddlebags, 

This is a question that many 
people ask because vacations can be 
hard on our health habits. Part of the 
fun of traveling is trying new foods 
plus sitting down to eat with our 
family. You simply need a strategy 
because if we fail to plan on vaca- 
tions - we usually plan to fail! 

Let’s plan for your success. 

First, when you pack bring along the 



following: comfortable walking shoes and socks; 

snacks that you know are 
healthy, and a cooler if possi- 
ble; plastic zip bags to por- 
tion control snacks for you 
and your family — they 
need this too!; and a mini pic- 
nic kit, with little cutting 
board, paring knife (store in a 
piece of Styrofoam to avoid acci- 
dental cuts), hand wipes, surface 
wipes, paper towels and liquid 


While traveling do the fol- 
lowing: Each day invite your family 
to take a 15 minute walk with you; 
buy low sugar, low fat snacks in por- 
tion sizes that will satisfy you but not 
stuff you; avoid vending machines 
and convenience stores; if you buy a 
bulk-sized food item, such as a bag of 
pretzels, divide it into single servings 
by putting the pretzels in zip bags and 
don’t be too hungry or too full after 
you eat. Having little snacks can keep 
you from eating more than you should at 
meal time. Try the individually packed 
100 calorie snacks for portion control; at 
restaurants it is OK to order from the 
children’s menu. At buffets, walk around 
and choose carefully before you 
even pick up a plate; and drink 
, plenty of water. Whether you’re 
driving or flying, keep hydrat- 
ed. 

Have a happy, 
healthy and safe vacation. I 
know you can do it, and if 
your family knows the plan 
ft they can do it too! 

Bon Voyage, 

Your Nutrition 
Staff at Allied Health 



The Seminole Health Department nutrition- 
ists offer a variety of programs and services. 
Community education (at Senior Centers, schools, 
reservation events and other programs) and patient 
counseling at the clinics are the primary focuses. 

If you have questions and would like to 
visit a nutritionist, call them at the following loca- 
tions: 


Hollywood, Toma Hunter, (954) 965-1300, 
Ext. 103 11 

Brighton, Beth Morlang, (863) 983-0271, 
Ext. 15344 

Immokalee, Charlotte Porcaro, (239) 867- 

3408 

Big Cypress, Suzanne Fundingsland, (863) 
983-5798, Ext. 12318 


Health Dept Evaluates Hot Meals Program 

BC, Immokalee Recognized for Excellence 




Judy Weeks 

Immokalee Hot Meals Site Manager Gail Greer (third from left) and 
her staff display their Certificates of Excellence for food service. 


By Judy Weeks 

As the year 2007 drew 
close to an end, the Health 
Department reviewed its inspec- 
tions for the Senior Citizen Hot 
Meal facilities and took a final 
examination of each one. The 
operation and maintenance of any 
facility of this magnitude requires 
daily vigilance of a dedicated 
team of employees, who strive to 
provide the necessary services for 
the seniors in their community. 

After careful considera- 
tion, Health Department Director 
Connie Whidden announced in a 
letter to the Hot Meals Director 
Leah Minnick: “The Big Cypress 
Senior Hot Meals has been 
selected to receive this year’s 
Environmental Health Award for 
Food Safety Excellence. This 
award is given to exceptional 
facilities that have gone above 
and beyond the satisfactory stan- 
dards of the Seminole Tribe Food 
Ordinance. In particular, we would like to recognize 
Cecilia Solano and her staff for their outstanding con- 
tribution to the food sanitation of Senior Citizen Hot 
Meals.” 


Whidden’s letter continued: “Your proactive 
food safety measures and leadership proficiency have 
been consistently maintained at a superior level 
throughout the year. Your actions have had and will 
continue to have a positive 
public health impact for our 
community. We thank you for 
your efforts.” 

The Seminole Tribe’s 
Environmental Health Program 
Manager Patrick Peck joined 
Whidden in recognizing the 
staff of the Immokalee Senior 
Hot Meals for their diligent 
effort in maintaining and striv- 
ing for excellence in the man- 
agement and care of their 
kitchen facilities. 

The Immokalee 
Senior Hot Meals is a relative- 
ly new program, which has 
been in its location for less 
than two years. In that length 
of time, a staff has been imple- 
mented to meet the needs of 
their community and under the 
direction of Gail Greer, they 
look forward to another year 
of service. 


Judy Weeks 

Big Cypress Senior Hot Meals Manager Cecilia Solano and a portion of 
her staff who have earned a Certificate for Outstanding Leadership in 
food safety. 
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Dear Counselor: 

I have a problem that I need help with. I 
always make promises to myself that I never keep. 
How do I stay motivated and fulfill my promises to 
get ahead? 

Signed: 

Need Help 

Dear Need Help: 

If you are unmotivated, ask yourself what 
being unmotivated is costing you in terms of achieve- 
ments, work, health and relationships. Thoughts are 
things that possess the power to affect your behavior. 
To harness your power and get what you want, you 
need to take responsibility. 

Look at your choices and ask how they have 
brought you to where you are. Self-motivation means 
not blaming anyone or anything for your situation. 
Self-motivation means controlling your reaction to 


situations, people, and 
events in order to shape 
the best possible out- 
come. 

It is your 

choice whether or not to let someone’s criticism or 
something in your life affect you. In the book entitled 
The Road Less Traveled, author M. Scott Peck writes 
in the first sentence, “Life is difficult;” however, I 
encourage you not to let that keep you from your 
vision. You should try to acknowledge your excuses 
then stop using them each day. 

Need Help, when you wake up in the morn- 
ings repeat these words of wisdom from the 
Counselor: Things will not get better until I get bet- 
ter; Things will not improve until I improve; Things 
will not change until I change. 

Signed: 

The Counselor 



The Healthy Senior 


By Fred Cicetti 

[Editor ’s Note: Fred Cicetti is a syndicated 
columnist who writes about issues concerning senior 
citizens ’ health. The opinions he expresses are his 
own. If you would like to ask a question, please write 
fredcicetti@gmail.com. All Rights Reserved © 2008 by 
Fred Cicetti] 

Q: I remember having lots of fevers as a kid, 
but, now that I’m older, I don’t get them like I used to. 
What gives? 

A: The immune system doesn’t function as 
efficiently in older adults as it does in younger people. 
The body’s fever response to infection is not always 
automatic in elderly people. More than 20 percent of 
adults over age 65 who have serious bacterial infec- 
tions do not have fevers. 

This brings us to germs, which are defined as 
microbes that cause disease. Infectious diseases caused 
by microbes are the leading cause of death. 

Microbes are microscopic organisms that are 
everywhere. Some microbes cause disease. Others are 
essential for health. Most microbes belong to one of 
four major groups: bacteria, viruses, fungi, or proto- 
zoa. 

Bacteria are made up of only one cell. Less 
than one percent of them cause diseases in humans. 
Harmless bacteria live in human intestines, where they 
help to digest food. Foods such as yogurt and cheese 
are made using bacteria. 

Some bacteria produce dangerous poisons. 
Botulism, a severe form of food poisoning, is caused 
by toxins from bacteria. However, several vaccines are 
made from bacterial toxins. 

Viruses are among the smallest microbes. 
They consist of one or more molecules that contain 
the virus’s genes surrounded by a protein coat. Most 
viruses cause disease. They invade normal cells then 
multiply. 

A fungus is a primitive vegetable. There are 
millions of types of fungi. The most familiar ones are 
mushrooms, yeast, mold, and mildew. Some live in the 
human body, usually without causing illness. In fact, 
only about half of all types of fungi cause disease in 


humans. Penicillin 
and other antibiotics, 
which kill harmful bacteria in 
our bodies, are made from fungi. 

Protozoa are a group of microscopic one- 
celled animals. In humans, protozoa usually cause dis- 
ease. Some protozoa, like plankton, are food for 
marine animals. Malaria is caused by a protozoan par- 
asite. 

You can get infected by germs from other 
people in many different ways, including transmission 
through the air from coughing or sneezing, direct con- 
tact such as kissing or sexual intercourse, and touching 
infectious material on a doorknob, telephone, automat- 
ed teller machine or a diaper. 

A variety of germs come from household 
pets. Dog and cat saliva can contain any of more than 
100 different germs that can make you sick. 

Mosquitoes may be the most common insect 
carriers of disease. Mosquitoes can transmit malaria. 
Fleas that pick up bacteria from rodents can then 
transmit plague to humans. The tiny deer tick can 
infect humans with Lyme disease. 

We become immune to germs naturally and 
artificially. Before birth, we received natural immunity 
from our mothers. Once we are exposed to a germ, we 
develop natural immunity to it from special cells in 
our immune systems. Artificial immunity can come 
from vaccines. 

Most infections caused by microbes fall into 
three major groups: acute infections, chronic infec- 
tions and latent infections. The common cold is an 
acute infection. Hepatitis C, which affects the liver, is 
a chronic viral infection. Chickenpox is an example of 
a latent infection that can emerge many years later and 
causes a disease called shingles. 

Hand washing is a simple and effective way 
to stop the transmission of germs. Health care experts 
recommend scrubbing your hands vigorously for at 
least 15 seconds with soap and water. 

It is especially important to wash your hands 
before touching food, after coughing or sneezing, after 
changing a diaper and after using the toilet. 


New and Improved Tribal 
Mosquito Control Program 


By Patrick Peck, RS/REHS 

The “buzz” around the reservations is that the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida will enhance its Mosquito 
Control Program for 2008. The Seminole Tribe of 
Florida Heath Department has approved administrative 
changes to the current mosquito control program. 

In short, the Seminole Tribe has internalized 
its mosquito monitoring, surveillance and spraying 
program. 

Starting January 2008, the changes will 
include: Increased local programmatic control and 
oversight; better interaction with the Aviation 
Department spraying program; greater detailed report- 
ing requirements; more effective qualify con- 
trol of program; expansion of services to 
include Avian flu testing and surveillance; 
improved customer service; and 
enhanced response time to mosqui- 
to-related complaints. 

As in past years, Tribal citizens 
shall see steady and continued reduction 
of the mosquito population on the 
reservations. The Health Department 
has learned a lot since the inception of the Tribal 
Mosquito Control Program in 2004. The department 
has resolved the operational challenges and technical 
glitches that come with such a large program. 

In 2007, the mosquito counts were main- 
tained at very low levels. The combination of ground, 
barrier, and aerial treatments has had the effect of a 
one-two punch on the mosquito population. 
Anecdotally, the word around the reservations is that 
the mosquito problem of past years has gotten a whole 
lot better. 

Departmental control traps located outside of 
the reservations have routinely noted much higher 


counts. This fact indicates that much of the mosquito 
control activities taking place within the reservations 
have had a significant and positive effect on the mos- 
quito population. 

The Seminole Health Department and its 
Mosquito Control Program have and will remain vigi- 
lant to the potential for mosquito borne diseases 
around the reservations. This year, the Health 
Department saw no positive cases of mosquito borne 
diseases on the reservations and we would like it to 
remain that way. 

At the end of 2006, because of the quick 
intervention of the Mosquito Control Program, the 
Seminole Health Department was able to effective- 
ly contain a positive case of St Louis 
encephalitis on the Big Cypress 
Reservation. In November-December 
2006, the Seminole Health Department 
had been advised of a positive blood 
sample from a sentinel chicken in Big 
Cypress for St. Louis encephalitis, or SLE. 
This SLE episode was quickly 
knocked down through an effective spraying and bar- 
rier treatment regimen on both the Big Cypress and 
Immokalee Reservations. A series of targeted treat- 
ments covered almost all the homes and public facili- 
ties in the suspected areas. Unimpeded, the SLE could 
have affected the human population on the reserva- 
tions and caused a greater public health nightmare. 

Should a Tribal citizen want to report a mos- 
quito-related complaint or have experienced mosquito 
problems at their residence or place of business within 
the jurisdiction of the Seminole Tribe of Florida, 
please contact the Health Department at (954) 965- 
1300, Ext 10326. 
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A Look at Noir, Hemmingway and Extreme Adventures 

A Conversation with Novelist/Professor Vicki Hendricks 


By Elgin Jumper 

PEMBROKE PINES, Fla. — 

The transition from one specific direction 
to another requires an adjustment. 

Recently, on a sun-drenched afternoon, 
Novelist/Professor Vicki Hendricks sat in 
her office in the English Dept, at Broward 
Community College’s South Campus. 

She’s working on a new novel, she says, 
one in which she is consciously avoiding 
the noir genre. 

“Everything that you write, once 
you get placed in a genre, kind of gets 
dumped into that genre,” she explained. 
“Unless you do something 
really different, which is 
what I’m hoping to do next. 

I’m writing a novel that is 
not noir, and I have to keep 
telling myself all the time 
not to go in that direction. 

I’m really working hard on 
having someone in the story 
who has a real possibility of 
finding redemption.” 

Redemption does 
have its place. Prof. 

Hendricks has been writing 
noir since 1990, when she 
began her first novel, Miami 
Purity, a novel that explores 
obsessions and passions. 

The novel also turned out to 
be her thesis for a degree 
from Florida International 
University. Her dark and 
ironic neo-noir characters 
are reminiscent of the char- 
acters in James M. Cain’s 
The Postman Always Rings 
Twice, and rightly so, for 
Cain’s work was the model 
and inspiration for 
Hendricks debut. 

Since that time, 

Hendricks has been more or 
less consistent with her writ- 
ing. 

“I’m always in the 
middle of a short story,” she 
said. “There might be a 
month in between, like when 
I have too much work to do 
that I can’t possibly write 
anything. Normally when I 
finish a novel, I have another idea and I’m 
ready to get started again.” 

For a couple of those years, how- 
ever, Hendricks only wrote short stories, 
because of a growing demand for them. 

“I thought I better just take this, 
because then nobody else will ask me, and 
I’ll have turned them down,” recalled the 
novelist, “but as it turned out, I think I 
wrote about eight short stories within two 
years, so now I’m laying off those for 
awhile so I can do another novel.” 

Reviews for Hendricks work have 
been amazing. Writer Dennis Lehanne 
applauded her, saying she is “the authentic 
heir to James M. Cain” and calling her “the 
high priestess of neo-noir ... a fierce and 
fearless talent.” And Maxim Jakubowski, 
in reviewing Hendricks’ recent noir offer- 
ing, had this to say: “No one writes like 
Vicki Hendricks . . . Truly the Queen of 
Florida noir.” 

Her titles include: Miami Purity, 
Iguana Love, Voluntary Madness, Sky 
Blues, and Cruel Poetry. “Rebecca,” a 
short story, appeared in Best American 
Erotica 2000, in 2001, while “Gators” 
another short story numbered among the 
collection known as Flesh & Blood, and in 
2002, “Stormy, Mon Amour” was included 
in the collection, Tart Noir. 

Hendricks spoke on the length of 
time it takes her to write a novel. 

“Usually it takes me about a 
year,” she pointed out, “and then another 
year to just go back and work it over and 
over again. But the last one, Cruel Poetry, 
took about three years, because it was 
longer. But normally, I would say about 
two years.” She doesn’t outline her stories 
or know in advance exactly what she is 
going to write, but, as she indicated, some- 
times she does have ideas of where she 


wants to end up. 

“Generally, my writing process is 
to wake up in the morning, think about my 
characters, what I want them to do next, 
and then go to the computer and write,” 
she explained. “I try to do some writing 
before I come to school, but I don’t always 
manage to work it in, because I have so 
many papers to grade. Sometimes I miss a 
day here and there. 

“But to me, I have to think when 
I’m not sitting in front of the computer,” 
she continued. “Think about it, and then sit 
down, and once I get into a scene, then I 


can get going. I have an idea of what I 
want to do in that scene, and I can accom- 
plish that by sitting there, but I have to get 
the idea somewhere else — swimming, just 
waking up, walking or something like 
that.” 

Hendricks is originally from 
Cincinnati, Ohio, where she attended an 
all-girl Catholic School called The College 
of Mount St. Joseph, but later, after trans- 
ferring to the University of Kentucky in 
Lexington for one year, and graduating 
from Ohio State University in 1973 with a 
bachelor’s degree, she moved to South 
Florida. At that time, she did substitute 
work for a few years, and then her son, 
who now lives in California, was bom. 

She later received her master’s in 
English from the Florida Atlantic 
University, and began working at Broward 
Community College in 1981. In 1992, 
Hendricks received her master of fine arts 
degree in creative writing from Florida 
International University. 

One of the novelist’s main influ- 
ences, not only in literary pursuits, but in 
life as well, has been, Ernest 
Hemmingway. 

“It’s probably an immature influ- 
ence on me,” said Hendricks, with a smile 
and chuckle. “At a young age, I started to 
think of myself as a Hemmingway-type, a 
Hemmingway-type of woman, I guess, and 
even before I started writing, I considered 
myself a writer.” Still smihng, she added, 
“Now, when you write this, you can’t say it 
as though I really believe that, anymore.” 

Hendricks continued: “But the 
interesting things Hemmingway did . . . Not 
that I would want to go and hunt wild ani- 
mals, but just the fact that he was able to 
travel all over the world and take part in 
exciting adventures. Those always drew 


me to Hemmingway.” 

Hendricks has been to the 
Hemmingway House in Key West “at least 
a dozen times.” 

“They used to let you wander 
around upstairs without a guide,” recalled 
the Hemmingway-enthusiast, “and I actual- 
ly sat on the Hemmingway bed and got my 
picture taken. And then, later on, I created 
a scene in my novel, Voluntary Madness, 
from that.” 

Insisted Hendricks: “See, it’s still 
that immature longing to be as tough, and 
as crazed as Hemmingway was.” 

Interestingly enough, Hendricks 
has an obvious passion for extreme hobbies 
and adventures that includes: Scuba diving, 
rock climbing, bird watching, sailing, and 
sky diving. She has also swam with the 
pink dolphins in the Amazon, chmbed vol- 
canoes in Guatamala, sailed the Devil’s 
Triangle, dog- sledded in Finland and 
Alaska and has even participated in shark 
diving in South Africa. 

She also commented on the time 
she was returning from Spain — which, 
incidentally, is the setting for several 
Hemmingway’s stories — and she had her 
purse stolen in the Barcelona Train Station. 

“I hoped to find out the true end- 
ing of Hemmingway’s short story, Hills 
Like White Elephants, whether they went 
for the surgery or not, because I expected 
to see which direction the trains were mov- 
ing, which would’ve given me that clue. 

“But the Barcelona Train Station 
is immense; it has so many tracks moving 
in different directions. It was a silly idea, 
but I was sitting there reading the guide 
book, and my purse just disappeared with 
all my money, my Passport, my plane tick- 
et, my language translator, everything. I 
had no money. I hadn’t made a copy of my 
Passport like you’re supposed to. So I had 
to spend the night there, sleeping on the 
benches in the train station.” 

As for other creative members in 
her family, Hendricks said, her sister writes 
for medical companies, and as the novelist 
noted: “She enjoys writing, but she doesn’t 
do anything creative.” 

Commenting further, she 
added: “My father and a couple of 
uncles can draw really well.” 

And although she indicated 
that she is not an artist in the tradition- 
al sense, she does enjoy art very much. 

“I think the process is interest- 
ing,” she said, “because it is so much 
like writing. I can look at art, and even 
though I don’t know much about it, 
still, I can see from talking to artists, 
that they go through the same kind of 
processes as somebody writing a novel. 

It’s very similar, and it allows me to 
understand art through writing. I think 
all of the arts have some kind of 
process in common.” 

Hendricks also emphasized 
the great importance of reading for 
anyone desiring to be a writer. 

“Reading is very important,” 
underlined the professor. “That would 
be my advice to anyone who wants to 
be a writer. You have to read to really 
soak up the things that people can’t 
really tell you.” 

Prior to writing fiction, 

Hendricks had been teaching English, 
that is, literature, short stories, etc, etc, 
while reading fiction most of the time. 

Yet, at some point, she recalled, she 
had had enough of it. 

“I don’t know why, it just seemed 
all the same,” she revealed. “I said ‘I’m 
tired of it,’ and I started reading non-fic- 
tion. So I read that for a couple of years.” 

That was when she became 
involved with a Creative Writing Program. 

“And when I started into that,” 
said Prof. Hendricks, “then I started to 
enjoy fiction again, because now instead of 
just looking for the theme of the story, or 
the foreshadowing, or the symbolism, or 
whatever, now I was looking at how this 
person put this story together, and so I now 
had a whole new interest to pursue.” 

“And I’m still doing that,” she 


remarked, “because every time I read 
something new, I see some technique or 
something that somebody did, and I have 
to stop and say, “Wow! Look at that!” So I 
don’t read for story anymore. I read for 
technique. I recommend you read whatever 
it is you’re interested in, what you’d like to 
write.” 

In 2005, Hendricks was diagnosed 
with breast cancer, and underwent months 
of chemotherapy. 

“There’s not much you can do, as 
far as overcoming that. You just do it and 
then you go back to work.” 

Yet she did mention wanting to 
stop writing, in order to pursue sky diving 
full-time. 

“It’s not very traumatic,” she said, 
“but I wanted to just move away, and live 
in a tent or something, and sky dive all the 
time.” And when she was undergoing the 
chemotherapy, Hendricks reflected, she 
merely considered the idea of stopping, but 
never took it any further than that. 

Discussing the workshop 
approach to the teaching and learning of 
fictional techniques, Hendricks said: “I do 
a lot of work-shopping in class, because, to 
me, that works better than to break every- 
thing down. Like one day we do a dia- 
logue, one day we do a paragraph of 
description, one day we create a character. 
To me, when you do all those things sepa- 
rately, you don’t really get any feel for how 
it is to put it all together. 

“I think the only way to leam that 
non-linear thinking, where you have every- 
thing coming together at once is to just 
write, and hear from other people what’s 
missing or what’s good, what you need to 
fix. I think you leam faster that way. Most 
of what I did in the creative writing mas- 
ter’s [program] was work- shopping. 

You’re critiquing individual 
pieces, but you’re also bringing out knowl- 
edge about how to write and about tech- 
nique. And so instead of just lecturing and 
standing there and talking about it, it‘s all 
just combined throughout the course. So I 
start out with a few classes of talking about 
technique, but, as you know, I don't talk it 


much after that.” 

Getting back to the noir genre, 
Hendricks described the motivations of her 
characters. 

“Generally, obsessions and pas- 
sions are what drive my characters,” she 
revealed, “and to me this is the perfect 
motivation, because I can understand it. I 
can understand psychological reasons, like 
when a character might kill someone 
because of obsession or passion, but I can’t 
understand killing for money, so usually 
everything I write has some kind of obses- 
sive or passionate basis to it. To me, that’s 
just more real.” 


Then, considering the point fur- 
ther, she acknowledged, “I suppose a char- 
acter could be obsessed with money, but I 
tend to think obsession has more to do with 
people.” 

The noir genre, informed 
Hendricks, requires that the main character 
is the person who commits the crime, 
rather than solving the crime. 

“And that’s what I really enjoy 
about it,” she said. “I’m not interested in 
detective fiction or a mystery. I’m more 
interested in what drives characters, and 
what extremes they’ll go to.” 

Although the novehst’s characters 
appear different from the more classic noir 
genre, there are some similarities. 

“ft depends on your definition of 
noir,” she explained. “If you’re considering 
The Postman Always Rings Twice, I don’t 
think my characters are all that different 
from the Cora-type in the book. She’s not 
really a stereotype, but she’s not the main 
character. She does lead the main character 
astray, so she’s definitely making things 
happen for a lot of the novel. 

“The difference is, in the old days, 
the women couldn’t be the main character 
in the noir novels or they might be a 
femme fatale, but they always got the men 
to help them out, whereas in my novels the 
women pretty much do it all on their own.” 

Addressing the significance of 
conflict in fiction, Hendricks stated: “You 
can’t really have a short story or novel 
without conflict. That’s one of the basic 
ingredients. Usually there’s conflict lurking 
right from the beginning. The character has 
to have a psychological need, and want or 
yearning for, in order to make a plan which 
drives the novel. You have to have a con- 
flict to make it interesting.” Interesting, 
too, are the novelist’s gritty and dangerous 
South Florida settings. 

“It’s not for the sake of accuracy,” 
she allowed, “but, to add detail of South 
Florida terrain and atmosphere and every- 
thing really fills out a story or a novel. I 
know more about Florida than I do any- 
where else, so I really feel confident in set- 
ting things in various parts of the state. 


“Also I think it’s a really interest- 
ing state for fiction,” she continued. “You 
know that yourself. We have such a variety 
of people, landscape, the tropical climate. 
Everybody wants to come here, at least for 
a vacation, so I think it has a lot of appeal, 
but also, it’s a ripe setting for noir. And 
even now, the novel I’m writing, which is 
not noir, I’m setting in central Florida.” 

When asked whether she has ever 
considered incorporating a Native 
American into one of novels, Hendricks 
responded, “No, I haven’t, but it would be 
interesting to do.” 
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Brighton Takes Home Trike Fest Trophy 


By Judy Weeks 

BIG CYPRESS — Tribal seniors represent- 
ing each of the reservations converged at the Aviation 
Hanger in Big Cypress on Nov. 29, 2007, for the 
Annual Senior Trike Fest. This year’s event was dedi- 
cated to the memory of Tribal icon Jack Micco of the 
Brighton Reservation. 

A strong-willed determined individual, he had 
a very positive impact on his family, community and 


business associates throughout his life time. Always 
striving to bring out the best in every situation, he was 
a driving force in helping to develop a sense of 
responsibility in his fellow man and touched the lives 
of many people. 

Micco never asked anyone to do something 
he was not willing to do himself. This was evidenced 
by his determination, despite failing health, to take 
good care of himself and exercise daily. His little dog, 
Rusty, was like a son to him and was 
constantly at his side. Loading his 
faithful companion in the basket on 
the rear of his trike, they were a 
familiar sight pedaling around the 
Brighton Reservation as often as two 
or three times a day. He would call 
out to his friends and neighbors to 
join him, not only for companion- 
ship, but to encourage them to exer- 
cise. 

Little Rusty was the guest 
of honor at this year’s Trike Fest and 
assumed his favorite position in the 
trike basket for the duration of the 
competition. Jack Micco was a fre- 
quent topic of conversation through- 
out the day, as people traded memo- 
ries and told short antidotes about 
his life. 


Judy Weeks 

Tampa may be a small reservation, but they put their heart and soul 
into the Trike Fest competition, taking second place for their trike. 


Judy Weeks 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress (L) and the Hollywood seniors with 
their third place Casino Trike. 


(L-R) Chairman Mitchell Cypress 
competition. 


Big Cypress 
Council Rep. David 
Cypress remarked: 

“Jack Micco worked 
cattle for many years 
at Lykes Brothers and 
managed his own 
herd. Whether on the 
fence line, in the cattle 
pens or on horseback, 
he did his job and did 
it well. In later years, 
he would laugh and 
climbing onto his bike 
say, ‘At least this 
won’t buck me off.’ ” 

Chairman 

Mitchell Cypress said: Chairman Mitchell Cypress 
Jack Micco reached j ate t jj e Brighton seniors on 

for the prize in both 

health and spirit. He 

put 110 percent into everything he did. As a Tribal 
organizer he was low key, doing everything because it 
was the right thing to do. As seniors, we should follow 
his example. Eat right and stay active. You will find it 
easier to control your blood sugar and you’ll feel a 
whole lot better.” 

Changing subjects, Chairman Cypress said: 
“As Tribal members and seniors we are exposed. The 
economy is bad and 
there are desperate 
people out there 
who have lost their 
jobs and are looking 
for targets as they 
attempt to survive. 
Don’t become a vic- 
tim! I want you to 
take a few minutes 
to listen to some 
very important 
information that 
could save your 
life.” 

Seminole 
Police Department 
Lt. Doug Zamora 
came forward and 
addressed the 
assembly. During 
the ensuing 10 min- 
utes, he offered safe- 
ty tips about travel- 
ing or shopping in 
groups, remaining 
alert at all times, 
parking close to 
entrances in well-lit 
areas, walking with 
confidence and 
Judy Weeks holding personal 
and Rudy Osceola size up the items close. 


and Brighton Council Rep. Roger Smith congratu- 
their first place Jack Micco memorial trike. 


In a very short period of time, Zamora cov- 
ered numerous topics. He stressed that it is important 
to limit cash exposure at check out counters, avoid 
ATM machines and watch purses and wallets carefully 
when using public restrooms or dressing areas. 
Household security and child protection were key sub- 
jects. 

Representatives of departments including 
Health, Fitness, Recreation, Community Elder Care 
and Senior Services worked together to make this 
year’s activity a success. Weeks had gone into organi- 
zation and the seniors had been practicing diligently in 
preparation. 

Upon arrival, a healthy breakfast was avail- 
able and commemorative T-shirts were provided at the 
time of sign up. Following a short presentation by 
Rev. Salaw Hummingbird and a Best Dressed Triker 
Contest, the rules for the competition were explained. 
This year’s course included The Maze, Cone Race, 
Ball Toss and Double Figure 8. 

Dividing the group by age and gender, the 
scores were computed to determine individual winners 
and reservation teams. When the dust had cleared and 
the scores were tabulated, the Brighton Team had 
earned the honor of taking home the Trike Fest 
Trophy. 

As in the past, each reservation decorated a 
Trike for the occasion and submitted it in a competi- 
tion. The winners were as follows: 1. Brighton’s Jack 
Micco Memorial Trike, 2. Tampa’s Seminole 
Christmas, 3. Hollywood’s Casino Extravaganza. 

If there is one lesson to be learned at the 
Trike Fest, it would be to never underestimate the 
competition. For example, Alice Snow and her electric 
wheel chair have two speeds — Stop and 90 mph! 

This granny’s reflexes should not be underestimated 
and she wowed spectators and fellow competitors 
meandering her way through the Maze and Double 
Figure 8’s. 

Standing beside her, Brighton Council Rep. 
Roger Smith laughed, “My aunt comes from strong 
blood. It’s in our genes.” 
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Native Book Review 

How It Is: The Native American Philosophy of V. F. Cordova 


By Ramona Kiyoshk 

Doctor Viola Cordova (Jicarilla 
Apache/Hispanic) has dedicated her career 
to interpreting a Native American “world- 
view.” According to her, all philosophies 
and religions derive their legitimacy from 
the point of view of the dominant culture, 
i.e. White North American, which itself 
derives from the European and Western 
points of view. 

Throughout this book, she demon- 
strates that the “dominant” culture defines 
other cultures, peoples, languages, intel- 
lect, art and spirituality. It is the bench- 
mark by which all indigenous peoples on 
the planet are judged. Even other ancient 
cultures, such as the Chinese, must be 
legitimized by the standards of the white 
European male, who claims to be the apex 
of cultivation, spirituality, refinement and 
intellect. Cordova hints at the arrogance. 

“I ... decided to study white peo- 
ple,” she is quoted. “I wanted to be a 
‘White Expert.’ Survival required that I 
know the enemy.” 

Cordova boldly tackles the prob- 
lematic issues that her peers and numerous 
scholarly predecessors consistently and 
diplomatically avoided. Even before she 
received a Ph.D. in classical Western phi- 
losophy, Cordova was reading the works of 
the great thinkers from history. She writes 
that before signing up for college, she had 
already read more books than on any rec- 
ommended reading list. She dedicated her 
career, as a teacher, writer and scholar, to 
defining a Native American philosophy. 

In 2002, before she could com- 
plete her life’s work, she died of a brain 
aneurysm. This book, How It Is: The 
Native American Philosophy ofV.F. 
Cordova, is a loving tribute by some of her 
colleagues, who attempt to organize her 
work. 

The editors/authors have arranged 
Cordova’s essays, poems, and papers in 
three sections that they hope will answer 
the three questions she insisted were essen- 
tial to understand Native American think- 
ing: What is the world? What is a human 
being? What is the role of a human being 
in the world? 

According to Cordova’s research 
and beliefs, the world through Native 
American eyes, is a living organism that 
sustains all life, including its human inhab- 
itants. They are neither better nor less than 
the Earth. Each is dependent on the other 
to continue to live. All creatures on the 
planet are part of this net or matrix of 
interdependence. Human beings become 
human when they leam their roles as 


inhabitants of their locale or place, and 
their group or community. Language is the 
binding glue. 

Just as there are many geographic 
locales, there are many languages. 
Diversity and harmony in all things will 
ensure continued prosperity. Human 
beings, by their actions, can preserve the 
‘balance’ or they can destroy it by being 
greedy, cruel and acquisitive. Native 
Americans view the Earth as friendly and 
nurturing. She is often referred to as 
Mother. She sustains, but is subject to mis- 
use and abuse. The thinking inhabitants 
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How It Is: The Native American 
Philosophy ofV.F. Cordova 
Edited by Kathleen Dean Moore; Kurt 
Peters, Ted Jojola, Amber Lacy 
University of Arizona, Tucson, 
Arizona Press 

Cloth - Oct, 1, 2007. (978-0-8165- 
2648-2) 45 

Paper -Nov. 1, 2007. (978-0-8165- 
2649-9) $19.85 
272 pages 


must take care of her. The dominant cul- 
ture views the Earth as something hostile, 
threatening and not alive. 

They clear the forests, dam the 
rivers, pave the ground and build fences. 
They remove resources, not thinking of the 
fives they are disrupting or how they are 
damaging the planet. Other points of view 
discussed include religion. 


The Native Americans are at 
peace with a benevolent, universal power 
that guides all life. Native Americans have 
not fallen from grace and do not have to 
spend their Earth walk doing penance. 
Westerners have problems accepting a sus- 
taining, but very abstract, power that has 
no beginning or no end and is present 
everywhere, all the time, in everything. 

Time, space, and belonging are 
other issues discussed. When Cordova 
writes about diabetes, alcoholism and sui- 
cide rampant in Native American commu- 
nities, I was drawn to the discussion of the 
individual in the group. When a Native 
American in the city meets another Native, 
the first question is: where do you come 
from? 

A Native American defines him- 
self by his community, his Clan, his role in 
the group and his contributions to the oth- 
ers in his circle. Even when language is 
forgotten, the ties to the group are strong. 
Blood memories, I have heard it called. 

When a Native American goes to 
a mainstream school and is socialized in 
mainstream lifestyles, conflicts happen. 
Health is threatened, identity becomes 
clouded and loneliness often becomes 
overwhelming. “Where do you come 
from?” is an unconscious attempt to reach 
out to the community- family. When one 
belongs to the Earth, and the animals, 
rivers, rocks and forests are your relatives 
and sustainers, how can you be lonely? For 
me, especially at this time as I was saying 
good-bye to a beloved nephew who died 
from cancer, this was comforting. 

How It Is is a challenging read 
filled with poetry and warmth. Scholars of 
philosophy and religion will find much 
here to mull over. Economics and business 
students will be cautioned about their 
responsibilities toward the planet. The con- 
sequences of overdevelopment, misuse of 
resources, political arrogance and unbri- 
dled population growth are discussed. The 
philosophies of which Cordova writes so 
eloquently also serve as a caution to slow 
down and maybe save the Earth — if there 
is still time. 

About the Authors/Editors: 
Kathleen Dean Moore is Distinguished 
Professor of Philosophy at Oregon State 
University. Kurt Peters is Director of the 
Native American Collaborative Institute 
and Associate Professor of Ethnic Studies 
at Oregon State University. Ted Jojola is 
Regents Professor at the University of New 
Mexico in the Community and Regional 
Planning Program. Amber Lacy is a gradu- 
ate student at Oregon State University. 


How to Select the Right 
Tax Return Preparer 


Submitted by RSM McGladrey, Inc. 

The U.S. Treasury published 
several bulletins warning taxpayers 
against tax preparers who may take 
advantage of them. The U.S. Treasury 
has published a list of helpful hints you 
should keep in mind when choosing a 
tax return preparer. They suggest: avoid- 
ing tax preparers who claim they can 
obtain larger refunds than other prepar- 
ers; using a reputable tax professional 
that signs your tax return as a paid pre- 
parer and provides you with a 
copy for your records; and con- 
sidering whether the tax pro- 
fessional offers electronic fil- 
ing options and other pay- 
ment options that you 
want. 

Other 
considerations 
include: 

Considering 
whether the 
individual or 
firm will be 
around to 
answer questions 
about the preparation of 
your return, months, even years, 
after the return has been filed, and 
considering whether the tax profes- 
sional can represent you if the IRS 
audits your return. 

As members of the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida, please be aware of tax 
issues specifically relating to you. The 
Kiddie Tax, for instance, affects all 
members under the age of 19, or a full 
time student, under age 24 and is a com- 
plex tax matter that is not fully under- 
stood by many tax preparers. If a tax 
preparer files your return incorrectly, 
you could personally face a large bill 
from the IRS requesting repayment of 
any refund received, plus interest and 
penalties. 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida 
has arranged for RSM McGladrey, Inc., 
to assist Tribal citizens in the prepara- 
tion of their 2007 Individual Income Tax 
Returns. Those with questions regarding 
the date we will be at your location or 
who need any other additional informa- 
tion can contact Marie Trabulsi or 
Joseph Esposito of RSM McGladrey, 

Inc. at (561) 697-1785. 

RSM McGladrey, Inc. esti- 
mates that the majority of returns will be 



completed, reviewed and electronically 
filed, within three to five business days. 

Please bring the following 
information that pertains to your tax 
return with you when you meet with the 
accountant: Copy of your 2006 tax 
return (Form 1040) if we did not prepare 
your 2006 tax return; any correspon- 
dence received from the Internal 
Revenue Service (IRS) during 2005, 
2006 and 2007; Form W-2 from all 
employers; Form W-2G and related 
receipts; list of children (dependents) 
with their birth dates and social 
security numbers; Form 
1099-Misc showing 
income received dur- 
ing 2007 from the 
Seminole Tribe of 
Florida; Form 
1099R, if you are 
receiving any 
funds from a pen- 
sion plan; name, 
address, and tax 
identification 
number of the 
person or com- 
pany to which 
you paid child 
care expenses; 

Form 1098 showing the 
amount of interest you paid to a bank or 
mortgage company; social security state- 
ment, if you are drawing social security; 
list of charitable contributions; property 
tax bills; and any additional documenta- 
tion you feel is pertinent to the prepara- 
tion of your return. 

Those who decide to have their 
tax return prepared by someone other 
than the Tribally- sponsored preparer, 
please make sure they meets all of the 
qualifications mentioned. 


Why you should use tax pre- 
parers sponsored by the Tribe: 

- Why pay over $250 of 
your money to receive a refund 
loan when they can prepare your 
return without any fees to you and 
you can receive your refund in as 
little as 8 days! 

- They are qualified to 
assist you with complex tax issues 

- IRS Audit Representation 



t 7>utaeC & -Entertainment 

Premium Seating For 
All Local & National Events 
Concerts ★ Sports ★ Theatre 

For All Events Call: 

(305) 444-TIXX (8499) (800) 881-8499 
Visit us at: www.preferredultimate.eom 


Happy with our Entertainment Service? 
Try our Full Travel Service 

Cruises 4 Hotels 4- Airlines 

30S-44S-6S66 or (866)445-6566 

Visit us at: www.preferreduJtimatetravel.com 


Upcoming Events: 

AARON LEWIS 
DAVID COPPERFIELD 
MARILYN MANSON 
WU TANG CLAN 
MATCHBOX 20 
ROD STEWART 
VAN HALEN 
RBD 
WWE 

BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN 
BON JOVI 

HANNAH MONTANA 
THE CURE 
SUPER BOWL 
MIAMI HEAT 
FLORIDA PANTHERS 


We Deliver * All Major Credit Cards Accepted 
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11 a.m. - 4 p.m. Friday -10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Saturday and Sunday 
Battle Reenactments 2 p.m, Saturday and Sunday 


gator Wrestling,? 




t 


❖ Music ❖ 






•?snake presentations ❖ 
Period Enc'a'fffpments ❖ 
Arts arad k C r iafiPVendorS & » 

AOMUflON: S7 ADULTS 
$5 FOR CHILDREN 

Cash Only 


BILLIE 

SWAMP 

SAFARI 


For more information 
call (800)949-6101 x12125 
www.seminoletribe.com/calendar 


Billie Swamp Safari, 
located between Fort 
Lauderdale and Naples 
on the Big Cypress 
Reservation just north 
Of 1-75 (Alligator Alley) 
Exit 49. 
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Osceola Rings in the Holidays 
with Annual Pool Tournament 


By Lila Osceola-Heard w 

HOLLYWOOD 

— Richard Osceola, 

Panther Clan, hosted the 
annual Hollywood Rez 8- 
Ball Shootout and Iron f* 

Toss at his residence on 
the Hollywood reserva- 
tion. This year’s event 
took place on Dec. 8. 

The morning 

included entertainment by 
the Cowbone Band fea- 
turing Paul Buster and his Tm 
son, “Chunky” perform- 
ing traditional country 

music including Merle . 

Haggard and Hank 

Williams, while people The women 

enjoyed a traditional place, Juan 

breakfast over the open Osceola, thi 

fire. The smell of the 

burning oak set the mood 

for the day. It was a smell that brought 

back fond memories of days spent at the 

camp. 


The women’s division winners: Phalyn Osceola, first 
place, Juanita Osceola, second place and Betty 
Osceola, third place. 


themselves for the tournament play with 
exhibition games. 

At about 2 p.m., spectators and 
competitors began to hear the familiar 


began at 8 a.m 
pool sharks of 
Hollywood are 


Registration for the tournament breaking sounds, t 


The tournament drew 
ill ages from the 
i. The players prepared 


(L-R) Brillo Frank, Harjo Osceola and Chalee 
Osceola show off their skills. 


underway. With a double elimination 
bracket set up for six men and five 
women, the players displayed their com- 
petitive skills during tour- 
. 1 nament racks. Throughout 
the evening Grand Piper 
Band of Ft. Lauderdale 
performed. 

The event was a 
. big success and everyone 
in attendance left with a 
feeling of contentment 
and holiday joy. The 
cooks for the event were 
Jenny Billie, Juanita 
Osceola, Madeline 
I Osceola and T.J. Osceola. 

Results: Men: 1. 
Bruce Lewis, 2. Charles 
“Chaz” Osceola, 3. Eric 
ia Osceoia-Heard Osceola; Women: 1 . 

Jhalee Phalyn Osceola, 2. Juanita 

Osceola, 3. Betty Osceola. 


All-Indian Christmas 
Pool Tournament 


By Judy Weeks 

BIG CYPRESS — Pool enthu- 
siasts gathered at the Herman L. Osceola 
Gymnasium on Dec. 22, 2007 at 11 a.m. 
for an All- Indian Christmas Pool 
Tournament. 

Sponsored by Big Cypress 
Council Rep. David Cypress and the Big 
Cypress Recreation Dept., the winners 
placing first through fifth were as fol- 


Women’s 8 Ball: Rena Blissett, 
Donnia Antuna, Theresa Nunez, Pauletta 
Bowers and Beverly Billie; Men’s 8 
Ball: Randy Clay, Roy Snow, Raymond 
Garza, Bronson Hill and Gary Clay. 

Scotch Doubles: Roy Snow and 
Theresa Nunez, Jack Billie and Jamie 
Onco, Raymond Garza and Virginia 
Billie, David Cypress and Laura Clay, 
Gary Clay and Donnia Antuna. 


Faye Frank spars with her partner during the testing for her Second Degree belt. 


Tribal Citizen Awarded 
Second Degree Black Belt 


By Elizabeth Leiba 

GREENACRES, Fla. — Fa> 
Frank, from the Trail Reservation, was 
awarded her 2nd Degree Black Belt at 
graduation ceremony held on Dec. 21, 
2007, at the Karate America 
School in Greenacres, Fla. — 

Frank was among 15 
students who tested for various 
degrees of Black Belt in Tae 
Kwon Do. The Otter Clan mem- 
ber has been practicing the art for I 
four years and was ecstatic to 
receive her belt. 

Frank is also one of four H 
Tribal citizens on the karate team, I 
who will be competing in the 
North American Indigenous 
Games in August. She is also the 
only female. When asked how 
she felt about this challenge 
Frank stated confidently, “I’m 
ready.” 

Her Indigenous Games — 
coach Mingo Jones, her son 
Tyler, 14, and daughter Lacey, 6, (L 
were also in attendance cheering an 


her on. Her children have also been 
practicing Tae Kwon Do for seven years 
and four years respectively. They were 
proud to see their mother step up to the 
challenge and attain her belt. 


(L-R) Faye Frank and her children Lacey 
and Tyler McBride. 


Big Cypress Hosts Holiday Fishing Tournament 



Judy Weeks 

It was catch and release for Quentin Cypress as 
he lowered his first catch into the water following 
the weigh in. 


By Judy Weeks 

BIG CYPRESS — The Big 
Cypress Recreation Department, under the 
direction of George Grasshopper and Big 
Cypress Board Rep. Cicero Osceola, spon- 
sored a Hobday Fishing Tournament on 
Dec. 8, 2007, from daylight until 3 p.m. 

Limiting the fishing to the main 
canals, there were categories for the 
biggest bass, gar and mud fish. In the total 
weight division, contestants were allowed 
up to five bass exceeding 14 inches in 
length or a limitless amount of brim. 


Unfortunately, it proved 
to be a poor day for anglers and 
there was a wide variety of opin- 
ions concerning the reason. 

While some blamed cooler 
weather, others talked about 
cloud cover and wind; but 
regardless, the general consensus 
leaned toward an improvement 
within a few weeks as the fish 
begin to spawn. 

George Grasshopper 
expressed the thoughts of most 
true fishermen when he 
said: “There are no bad 
fishing days. Any day is a 
good day when you have 
the chance to throw a line 
in the water.” 

It was a first fish- 
ing experience for 12 year 
old Quentin Cypress and 
he was hooked before they 
had hardly left the bank. 

While Cicero Osceola was 
getting organized, Quentin 
cast his first line in the 
water and bang! 

Immediately he felt a tug 
on the line and reeled in a bass that 
weighed in at 3.24 pounds. He was 
all smiles when he brought his prize 
to the scales at the end of the day. 

An avid fisherman, Rev. 
Arlen Payne caught six bass, but 
they did not meet the 10-12 inch 
length requirement and were disqual- 
ification. However, he was able to 
snag first place in the garfish compe- 
tition with a 3.4 pounder. 

Local fishing legend Tyrone 
Cypress didn’t let the fact that his 
arm was in a sling slow him down. 
He took first place with a large 


mouth bass weighing 5.5 pounds. 

In the total weight category for 
bass, Kaseen Stockton’s 13.57 pounds took 
first place, while Tyrone Cypress earned 
second place and Leon Wilcox Jr. came in 
third. Everyone got a good laugh out of 
Stockton’s fish tale when he related how 
one of his catch weighed in less after 
coughing up a small turtle in the bait well. 

Brim are usually plentiful, howev- 
er, they were in short supply during this 
particular tournament with George 
Grasshopper taking first place with only a 
half pound total. Leon Wilcox Jr. was only 
a hundredth of a pound behind him for sec- 
ond position. 



Judy Weeks 


Tyrone Cypress took first place in the Big 
Bass Contest. 






* Smith 

Continued from page 1 


going to be a close game even while we 
were ahead throughout, they were too good football, 
of a team not to come back in that game.” 

Their victory would earn them an 
automatic bid into the post-season in the 
seventh R+L Carriers New Orleans Bowl 


also their first Native 
American and was one of 
only five known Native 
Americans who have played 
in Division I FBS college 


He will carry away 
many memories of the 2007 
season, but he and the 2003 
team — the last class to 


in the “Big Easy” New Orleans, La., facing compete in the NCAA’s 


the Conference USA’s University of 
Memphis Tigers coming in with a 7-5 
record. 

In a dominating 44-27 blowout 
victory to end the 2007 season, Smith says 
it was all he could have hoped for. 

“It was a great experience,” he 
said. “The whole week was great, practic- 
ing at the Saints facilities; the night life of 
New Orleans, but [celebrating] after the 
game was the best.” 

Smith garnered individual recog- 
nition in the season as well. As a pre-sea- 
son all-conference selection he was also 
nominated as one of 10 finalists for the 
Awards and Recognition Association 
(ARA) National Sportsmanship Award. 

Given annually to the Division I 
football player who is a starter or signifi- 
cant contributor on his team, the candidate 
must demonstrate respect for their com- 
petitors and school. Volunteering for the 
Jim Thorpe Native American All-Star 


Division 1-AA, now known 
as the Football 
Championship Subdivision 
or FCS — will also share 
memories of going into the 
FAU Hall of Fame. 

Their achievements 
included: becoming the 
fastest start-up program in 
NCAA history to register its 
first win over a Division I 
FBS opponent defeating 
Middle Tennessee (20-19), 
winning 10-straight games 
(finishing 11-3), and hosting 
the NCAA Division 1-AA 
national semifinal game fin- 
ishing the season ranked 
fourth in the nation and 
being invited to join the Sun 
Belt Conference. 

As for his team- 
mates, many have main- 


Game and teaching football to kids through tained the same consistent 


his work with the Chaka Stars Foundation 
are some of his off the field activities. 

Smith was also considered for the 
Danny Wuerffel Award, which is given to a 
player who excels in athletics and academ- 
ics, and gives back to the community 
through various service projects. 

He has also blazed new paths in 
other areas of his playing career. He was 
FAU’s first to graduate and seek a second 
degree within the football program. He is 


Smith (C) and teammates kiss the champi- 
onship trophy in celebration of their victo- 
ry against Memphis. 


thoughts respecting him as 
friend who will be missed on 
the team. 

“He’s one of the 

best friends you could have,” FAU 
senior running-back and five year 
teammate B.J. Manley said. 

The Future 

The political science gradu- 
ate, who also has a minor in history, 
is currently working on a second 
degree in communications. Smith 
has said in the past that he plans to 
come back to work for the Tribe in 
a leadership role on the Tribal 
Council. 

In the meantime, Smith 
plans to attend George Washington 
University, taking classes and 
interning as part of the Native 
American Political Leadership pro- 
gram. The opportunity will offer 
experience and information in the 
election and legislative process. 

Mother Smith-Osceola 
said she has enjoyed all the experi- 
ences with him in his journey. 

“It has been so awesome 
to see him do something he loves 
all these years and the two [foot- 
ball and college] have gone hand- 
ch ™ J r ld - S ' n 'h ar| d somehow,” 

Smith-Osceola 
said. 


Smith takes a second to pose so his mom Camellia 
can take his after the Florida game. 


A happy Smith with mother Camellia Smith- 
Osceola after winning in Troy. 


Chris Jenkins 


Chris Jenkins 


Smith (R) with family and legendary college Head Coach 
Howard Schnellenberger (Second from Left). 


Smith and offensive lineman and teammate Zachary 
Wichner show their support before kick-off. 











Visiting NCAA college football head coaches Frank Beamer (L) of the Virginia 
Tech University Hokies and Mark Mangino (R) of the University of Kansas 
Jayhawks pose with Obie the Orange for the media at the Seminole Hard Rock 
Hotel during press conference festivities to promote their Orange Bowl match- 
up, held Jan. 3 at Dolphin Stadium. 


Jason Taylor (R) greets the audience as Power 96 FM’s DJ Laz plays the music. 


***** 


Orange Bowl 2007 


Big Cypress Board Rep. Cicero 
Osceola practices. 


Tribal citizen Mitch Osceola warms 
up before competition. 


Jason Taylor s Ping Pong Smash 4 


By Chris Jenkins At the opening 

HOLLYWOOD — Just in time bell both wasted 
for the holiday season, there was a lot of little time slug- 
giving in Hard Rock Live Dec. 5, 2007. ging it out with 
The aptly titled, “Season’s Beatings” gave high-intensity and 
fight fans the chance to get into the spirit action. Trading 
as Seminole Warriors Boxing and shots back and 

DeGuardia’s Star Boxing sponsored seven forth led to a 
bouts featuring two major players in the Cauthen knock- 
junior middleweight division. down in the first 

Southpaw Sechew “Iron Horse” from a strong 
Powell (22-1, 13 KOs) faced fellow southy right hook by 
Terrance “Heat” Cauthen (32-4 9 KOs) in Powell. This 
an elimination bout with the victor becom- would he useful 
ing the number one contender for a shot at for him again later 
the International Boxing Federation title. in the bout. 

Coming in, both were known for Cauthen 

going the distance. Powell, the newest seemed to shake it 

addition to the Warriors stable of fighters, all off and 

picked up his last win in February 2007 in remained in attack 
a 10-round decision over Ishe Smith. mode through the 

Cauthen came in off a no-decision facing next few rounds 
Raul Frank in January 2007. Both were pushing the 

also making their first appearance at the tempo. The tum- 

Hard Rock. ing point, howev- 

In the true spirit of giving, a beat- er, came at the 
ing took place, without going the distance. 2:19 mark in the 


Submitted by Redline Media gro 

Juan Urango (L) prepares to unleash another powerful right. 


fourth when Powell 
unleashed a right 
cross/left hook 
comho sending 
Cauthen down 
again where he was 
unable to heat the 
count. 

“I really 

wanted to come out 
and bring one 
home for 
[Warrior’s 
Boxing],” Powell 
said. “[Cauthen] 
fell right into my 
trap.” 

“I give 

him a lot of credit, 
however, for being 
a man of his word 
and standing and 
fighting with me,” 
Powell continued. 

Warriors 

Executive Director 
Leon Margules was 
also caught off 


guard by the quick ending. 

“I was surprised and shocked,” he 
said. “Powell is not known as a devastating 
puncher, but he looked tremendous.” 

Powell now hopes to get an even- 
tual shot at the IBF junior middleweight 
champion Cory Spinks. 

Other action included: among jun- 
ior welterweights, Juan Urango over Marty 
Robbins in five rounds by TKO. For 
heavyweights, Wilmer Vasquez defeated 
Shawn Kocah in the first round by KO, 
Kasim Howard remained unbeaten by a 
unanimous decision over Leo Bercier in 
four rounds, Kevin Johnson won by a 
unanimous decision facing Jermell Barnes 
in eight rounds, and Devin Vargas took 
care of Earl Ladson by a unanimous deci- 
sion in six rounds. In cruiserweights, 
Alfredo Escalera Jr. also won facing 
Deleon Tinsley by a unanimous decision in 
six. 

The Tribal Council’s Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress, Big Cypress and 
Hollywood Reps. David Cypress and Max 
Osceola Jr., respectively, and Trail and Fort 
Pierce Liaisons William Osceola and S.R. 
Tommie, respectively, also made appear- 


Submitted by Redline Media group 

A battered Cauthen (R) fends off power shots by Powell (L). 


Submitted by Redline Media group 

Urango tries to land his right jab on Marty Robbins. 


Hard Rock Live Hosts Holiday Boxing Event 





Lila Osceola-Heard 

The second place 5th Element was all smiles after the tourney. 


Big Bailers Basketball Tournament Honors Randall Huggins 



Men’s Results: 1. State 2 State, 2. Big 
Town, 3. Flights, 4. Black Ice 
Women’s Results: 1. Tribal Trophy, 2. 5th 
Element, 3. Outlaw Women, 4. Redskins 


Lila Osceola-Heard 

State 2 State pulled out a hard-earned vistory. 


By Lila Osceola-Heard 

HOLLYWOOD— The Randall Huggins 
Memorial Basketball Tournament is respectably gain- 
ing nationwide prestige and has the Indian basketball 
world looking forward to coming to sunny South 
Florida. The Huggins family hosted the annual 
memorial tournament on the weekend of Nov. 30- 
Dec. 1, 2007. 

As usual, teams and players flew down from 
all over the Indian country for a chance at this year’s 
bragging rights. The tournament hosted 18 
men’s teams and 11 women’s teams. 

The tournament always gives a 
down home feeling to visiting teams and the 
Huggins family facilitates not only a great 
tournament, but gives great hospitality as 
well. They provided T-shirts and food 
throughout the tournament free to the 
teams, players, fans and the community. 

This year the championships went 
to Tribal Trophy for the women, who were 
perfect throughout the tournament with no 
losses, eventually heating 5th Element. 


Outlaw Women came in third with Redskins coming in 
fourth. State 2 State pulled out the victory over Big 
Town after going through the loser’s bracket. 


Lila Osceola-Heard 


Lila Osceola-Heard 


Tournament Dunk Champ Brian Wetzel 


Tribal Trophy took first place in the Women’s Division. 



Lila Osceola-Heard 

Rayanne West plays tough defense. 
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Team Dragon Yellow Belts Savannah Tiger, Justin Roff, 
an d Katie Bert practice roundhouse kicks during class. 

Little Warriors I 


3:30 p.m. 

Little Warriors II 
Ages 6-7 
4:00 p.m. 

Team Dragon 
Ages 8-13 
4:00 p.m. 

Adults 
14 + 

5:30 p.m. 



Big Cypress 


The Game of Basketball Teaches the Game of Life 



Lacey Jordan 



Jonathan Robbins 



By Lila Osceola-Heard and Tony 
Heard 



Why do you like basketball? 

Lacey Jordan, 17 
Competition . . . when it’s good. 

Deforest Carter, 14 
Its fun! 



Deforest Carter 


Phillip Jones, 13 
It gets you in shape. 



Phillip Jones 


Jewel Buck, 15 
Everything! 

Gianna Garcia, 1 1 

I get to play with my friends and get 
to go to new places. 

Krystle Young, 17 
It’s my life; I eat, breathe and play 
basketball, and when I play, I forget 
about everything and just play. 


M ik e Harjo, 14 

Its fun to play, builds character and 
I’m good at it. 


from watching them. 

Ariah Osceola, 14 

Basketball taught me leadership, and 
how to play with different people. 

Jewel Buck, 15 

I learned if you want something really 
bad you got to work for it. I want to 
go to play in college on a scholarship. 

Aimee Osceola, 15 
Gives me a feeling of accomplish- 
ment. 

Tyler Harjochee, 15 
Playing against other people. 

Krystle Young, 17 

I learned that teamwork wins games. 

Lariah Balentine, 14 

We play for fun! I learned to have 

sportsmanship and how to have fun. 

Terinna Cypress, 15 
Basketball has taught me about disci- 
pline and not to quit. But I’m still 
working on my attitude. 


Audrey Osceola 



Jewel Buck 




Krystle Young 




Gianna Garcia 


Richard Butler, 14 
Competition and the thrill of the 
game. 

Sydnee Cypress, 9 

Diving on the floor for loose balls. 

Michelle Jimmie, 1 1 
Fighting for the ball. 

What kind of skills have you 
learned through basketball 
that you can use on and off 
the court? 

Deforest Carter, 14 
I’ve learned about leadership and 
respect for other people and that there 
is always someone better than me, and 
that’s what makes me work harder to 
get better everyday. 

Jonathan Robbins, 14 
Basketball keeps me out of trouble 
and gave me confidence. 

Audrey Osceola, 16 
Basketball helps me meet people and 
have a good attitude. I look up to peo- 
ple who know the game and learn 


Alonzo Warglet, 9 
I learned teamwork 

Vcenv Bowers, 14 
Basketball taught me that no matter 
what size you are, it’s how hard you 
play that matters. 

Mike Harjo, 14 

It helped me to control my anger, gain 
experience. Allen Iverson is his hero. 

Richard Butler, 14 

Basketball has taught me how to work 
with people to get experience with 
teamwork. 

Whitney Osceola, 14 

Basketball teaches me self control and 

by thinking before you act. 

Alyke Baker, 6 

I like wearing my J’s [Jordan’s]. 

Lahna Baker, 9 
I learned sportsmanship 

Sydnee Cypress, 9 

Basketball teaches me sportsmanship. 

Michelle Jimmie, 1 1 
I learned teamwork. 



Lariah Balentine 



Alonzo Warglet 



Mike Harjo 




Whitney Osceola 



Lahna Baker 



Terinna Cypress 




Richard Butler 




Sydnee Cypress 



Michelle Jimmie 



FREE PICKUP & DELIVERY TO SEMINOLE 
HOLLYWOOD & BIG CYPRESS RESERVATIONS 
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( 954 ) 436-9905 
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The police know your rights - do you? 
Call my office for a free consultation 

Richard Castillo 

954 - 522-3500 

24 HOURS A DAY 

Since 1990 i have protected rights 

LIKE YOURS. MY OFFICE DEFENDS DUl'S. DRUG 
OFFENSES, SUSPENDED LICENSE, DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE. AND ALL FELONIES AND MISDEMEANORS. 


d CasiJio worked os a PtiWie cptorujor in erowcms 
G&unCy hum 199<M996 and has boom m privdto prtiritcG tor nine years 
In 1995 ho was voted frig Trio* AlCOmey ol ihe yoar Hg graduated from 



FREE Coast Guard Kill ($600 Value) 
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7Z Impa3a_ Hewn Huggins 1 


Seal of Show^ Rayvoev 
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2008 SEMINOLE TRIBAL FAIR 

LITTLE MR. & LITTLE MISS SEMINOLE 

CONTESTANT APPLICATION 

FEBRUARY - 2008 at the Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 

LITTLE MISS SEMINOLE LITTLE MR. SEMINOLE 

(Please check one) 


Date: Reservation. 


Child’s Name: Age:. 

Enrollment Number : Date of Birth 


Tribal Member (circle one) Print Name 

Parent or Guardian Signature 

Contestants must be an enrolled Tribal member, between the ages of 5-7 years old and 
reside in the state of Florida by February 2008. NO EXCEPTIONS. 

Registration Deadline is Wednesday, January 30, 2008, at 5 p.m. 

All contestants must be pre-registered. 

There will be no applications taken on the day of contest. 

To confirm that your fax or walk-in applications have been received by Secretary’s Office, 
please call (954) 966-6300, Ext. 11468 or 11463, and ask for Wanda or Nikki. You may turn 
completed applications in to your local Princess Committee Member. Please call in to confirm 
that they were received and who received them. 

Princess Committee Members by Reservation: 

Hollywood - Wanda F. Bowers, (954) 966-6300, Ext. 11468 
Brighton - Salina Dorgan, (863) 763-3866 
BC - Alice Billie, (863) 902-3200 
Immokalee - Crystal Salinas, (239) 867-5300 


Tribal Fair Clothing Contest Rules 


1 . All clothing must be made by a Seminole or Miccosukee Tribal 
member 

2. All clothing must be made with in the last 6 months 

3. Re-entering clothing from a past Tribal Fair will NOT BE PER- 
MITTED! Pictures will be posted from past years’ contests to 
make sure this does not happen. If you have bought your items 
from a store, yard sale, etc., you will be responsible for knowing 
when these items were made. If the Clothing Committee recog- 


nizes the outfit and makes a call that your outfit has not been made 
with in the past six months, you will be asked to exit the contest. 
This will be strictly enforced! 

4. Outfits are permitted in one category only. Giving an outfit to 
another person for another category or different age group will not 
be permitted. This action may result in a disqualification. 

5. This year, the committee will have a self-made category for the 
1800s Old Traditional and 1900s Traditional men’s and women’s 


1 8 and older categories. Contestants must pre-enter this contest by 
Friday, Feb. 1. Your outfit must be documented by photos and/or 
video of you making it from scratch. For the 1900s Traditional out- 
fit category, your patchwork must be made by you and document- 
ed. Men’s outfits may be made by your Tribal member wife, moth- 
er, grandmother, aunt, etc. as long as it is documented. You may 
model your own clothing or have a designated person model it for 
you. If you are not pre-registered through the Tribal Fair 
Committee for the self-made outfit, you will not be eligible to 
enter the contest on the day of the event. 


Stm innlr Clothing. CiinIlse JtrgislnilJuiJ Form 
SHtuntnv* FihrtHfv v, 2 <niM Nhjii - I Jpm 
Hun! Hixk l.ivr 
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Tribal Fair Clothing Contest 


Saturday, February 9, 2008 • Hard Rock Live 


8AM - 9:30 AM - Register • 10 AM - Contest Starts 
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English Bulldogs 

* Set: Male & female 

* Regislered/'Registerable 
(ARC, NKC, etc.) 

* Current vaccinations 

* Health guarantee 

* Pedigree 


Fur more information e-mail: md1_ryanG 



License # CGE951902 

Commercial 

Residential 

Steve 

Lapp 

Asphalt Paving 

& Seal Coating 

1116 NE 1st Terrace 

(305) 245-6260 

Homestead FL 33030 

Cell: (305) 762-2675 


~ ~ University Podiatry Associates 


Board Fort JL Anta Sd^iol*ta 
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POWWOW, RODEO, & NATIVE BLUES FESTIVAL 

Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 

FEB. 7 - 10. 2008 t ngUSjr 


Free Admission 
Free Parking 


HOLLYWOOD 


CHAMPIONSHIP 

POWWOW 


EASTERN INDIAN RODEO ASSOC! ATION 

BILL OSCEOLA 
MEMORIAL RODEO 


NATIVE BLUES FESTIVAL 

INDIGENOUS. MARTHA R1 DRONE, 
DEREK MILLER. BLACK HAWK BLUES BAND 


SPECIAL PERFORMANCE 


ROBERT MIRABAL 
FEBRUARY 7, 2008 

PER FORMING H!S LATEST U> “IN THE BLOOD 


WVVW.SEMINOLETRIB E.COM 

Lot a ted in the Seminole Paradise at the Seminole Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino. On US 44 1 North of Stirling Road 


/NnrlVmr fu/uFifwNnw C mi ru flUWr -tinnur 
/VwlYim' fa/bnMftar£ Stfitirr 

Kdflrtp lnybrWOliifWif Ji3 ^^6 


L'uMlNflJtlA' ii tint j jcwr-^i J Jrfj' fur rilrflv JiJaaf*., J 
Fur jpntfpLmv or f*rrfr u/frurr/iiiy 
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* Proudly Serving the Seminole & Miccosukee 


FrontRowUSA.com 


Ticket Brokers 


Concerts | Theatre [ Sports 

Local, National, and Worldwide Events 

* 

At FrontRowUSA, ticket 
buying is hassle-free 
and there are no 
questions as to where 
the seats are located , 

Let us, your expert 
ticket broker , take care 
of everything. 

FrontRowUSA is up 
front and honest, 
putting you up front! 

■* 

ALL CONCERTS, LAS VEGAS EVENTS, 
SPORTS AND THEATRE 
TICKETS AVAILABLE NATIONWIDE 
AND WORLDWIDE ORDER YOUR 
TICKETS ONLINE AT 
WWW.FRONTROWUSA.COM 
OR BY PHONE 

(954) 455-1929 OR (800) 446 8499 

WE DELIVER TO YOU! ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 
* Proudly Serving the Seminole & Miccosukee Tribe for over 15 years! * 


Top Concerts 


JAY BLACK 
K.D, LANG 
DENNI5 DEYOUNG 
JAY BLACK 
HUGH MA5EKELA 
JACKIE MASON 
RON WHITE 
PAUL ANKA 


Top Sports 

ALL NFL.NBA, MLB, 
NHL TEAMS 
MIAMI DOLPHINS 
MIAMI HEAT 
ORANGE BOWL 
SUPER BOWL 
MIAMI HURRICANES 
FSU SEMINOLES 
ALL NASCAR EVENTS 
YOUR SUPER BOWL 
SPECIALIST 

GET YOUR TICKETS NOW! 
PRO BULL RIDERS 
WORLD FINALS 
(LAS VEGAS) 


Top Theatre 


LORD OF THE DANCE 
MOMIX 
AVENUE Q 
CASTING CROWNS 
SPECIALIZING IN 
ALL KIDS EVENTS 
PLAYHOUSE DISNEY LIVE 
SMUCKER S STARS ON ICE 
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FEfl c jrhb OPFomi^rrti N 
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New Body Styles 
2500 & 3300 
Diesel or Gas 


EXCLUSIVE DIALER FOR 

Explorer Van Conversions. Southern Comfort Conversions 




AVAILABLE OPTIONS: 

Heather Dri-Foltl Sofa Bed, OnStat CD Changer Surround Sound. Dual Entry Doors. 
Ground Effects Packages. 20" Wheels & Much More. 

Custom Wheels. Custom Paint Jobs, lifted Trucks and Handicap Vehicles 


Maroone 
Chevrolet 


on Plnes/Hollvwooit Blvd. 

iust West of University Drive 

954 - 433-3408 

CONTACT GIOVANNI VARDAS 

in ini cumviispdn qifah thin r 

Tony Rodriguez S5 4-5 57-6446 


fad* 


Maroone 

•jaw 
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To Marlon and Maylon Foster, 

I love you two so much and I 
want you, son, to know that you’ve 
made me so happy with giving me a 
grandbaby and a daughter-in-law who 
are so beautiful. Just know you are all 
always in my thoughts and prayers. 
Please know I love you all and want to 
see you all. 

Loving you always, 

Mom (Kim) 


To Russell, Christina and Erik my lit- 
tle Panther, 

I want to say how much your 
love and support mean to me during this 


difficult time in my life. I love you all 
Love always, 

Momma Panther (Marla) 


American Idol Edition I hj-u^-h? ;sk7 zzf. 


Freedom Edition | and 1 H 2 3M7 


Town C» 10 Passant 


DrfAfaEUnrtm ltfh*. MQ.2W7 1?P****>0» 


22*St*ul 2(M>7 Hummer H2 
Eagle I Edition 
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BenBejr EdrfBo 3007 \ Star & Bark ICO. \% .Prater 


Mercedes Bem f SSSQ „ I 


Over 18 Hummers, Cluyslers, Mercedes and Escalades to choose fmm, 

Starting out at $55/lir for Regular Limos 
$99/hr for Hummer 112 Limas and Escalade Limos 

'Hie largosi SUV Fleet in South Florida und the lowest prices. 

Fleet- 10 Passenger Lincoln Tbwnear, Excursions from I S/22/26 
fKiiii'tsxtte, Humtittr H2, Cadillac Eseatadf 2007. Ch re -.tier 300. 

1 - 800 - 808-2062 


I -VHjrn! Ar.ijsaurd 
1 Laser Show 


\ 4StM) Wall 
\ Sound System 

\ 


Los Vfcgai SyleSkrt Machine 


Weddings • Night Outs • Airport Port Transfers • Excursions * Much More (Pmsimybe higher on weekend* amt holidays 

Fax: 954-704 9 i 06 ■ Email: milt en i um } imos <§> a oi com ■ We cover the following counties: Lee, Cottier, Da tie, Broward, Palm Beach 


Happy Birthdays 


Classified Ads 


Actors/Models Needed 

Pyramid Studios is producing a show about first 
contact between Florida Tribes and Spanish 
Conquistadors for the Tampa Bay History 
Center. Seeking Native American men, women 
and children to portray various Tocobaga peoples 
for STILL photo shoot in Tampa Bay in March. 
Please send photograph along with height, 
weight and contact number or email to Pyramid 
Studios, 1710 Altamont Avenue, Richmond, Va. 
23230. All actors paid. 


For rent: 1 bedroom/1 bath- 
room/kitchen. $400. Great for a 
single person/child. Located in 
Lakeport area near Brighton 
Reservation. Please call (863) 
634-4384 for more info. 

For sale: Single trailer. 12 feet 
x 60 feet. 3 bedroom/2 bath- 
rooms. Near Canal. Please call 
(863) 634-4384 for more info. 


Messages to Loved Ones 


Happy birthday Charlie 

Osceola! 

From, 

Mom, Daddy, Chauncey, 
Randee, Gherri, Randean and Jordan 


To Miss Denise E. Osceola, 

Happy, happy birthday to you 
my beautiful little Otter! I do love you 
with all my heart and soul. I hope you 
have a wonderful day on Jan. 12. 

I love you and I miss you lots 

and lots, 

Mom (Kim) 


Happy belated birthday Terrijo 
D. Nelson on Dec. 12, 2007. Wow mom, 
you amaze me every single day I am 
proud to call my mother and my sole 
companion you always have my back 
and your love is unconditional not to 
mention you’re the best grandma ever to 
“Ricky.” We love you so much. Have fun 
on your day and may God continue to 
show you the way. 

Love, 

Carolee J. Anderson, Gary 
Anderson, Dar Rick Williams AKA 
“Ricky” 


Happy belated birthday to Patsy 
Veliz, who celebrated on Jan. 7! 

From, 

Mom (Tammy Billie), Daddy, 
Kennedy, Samantha, Allegra, Mari 
and Fola 


Happy belated birthday little 
man Joel R. Puente on Dec 16, 2007. 1 
remember your little face as a baby to 
this day. I am so proud to call you my 
nephew. Whether you know it or not you 
and your brothers bring me so much joy. 
I love you my lil man continue to he the 
best. Follow your dreams cause you are 
gonna do something great. Have fun on 
your day. 

Love, 

Aunt Lee, Gary and D-Rick 


Happy belated birthday to my 
Princess Zoey Shae-Ree Puente on Nov. 
2, 2007. Hey my beautiful sweet 
princess, you’re 7 years old now and 
growing so fast. I am so proud of you. 
You are my baby girl. Anything you need 
or want always call me and you got it. 
You’re also my best friend. Thanks for 
always loving me even when I was doing 
bad things. Your smile and hugs got me 
through the tough times. 

I love you, 

Aunt Lee 


To Aaliyah Billie and April Billie, 

I love y’all girls! April, keep your 
head up, keep doing what you’re doing 
and everything will be better after every- 
thing is done. 

Love always, 

Momma Panther (Marla) 


MILLENIUM LI MO, INC. 

w ww. m i Ileniu m l i mo .com 


Independence Edition [ Pnttn w ra? 25 rhombs 


So Be Ed ition | m* cadtjcEKjtafe joo? 


26th Annual National American Indian Conference on 
Child Abuse and Neglect: ‘ Protecting Our Children ’ 


Date, Location 

April 20-23, 2008 
Sheraton Bloomington Hotel, 
Minneapolis South 
7800 Normandale Blvd. 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55439 
Reservations: 1-800-325-3535 
$121 Per Night, Plus Tax 

Registration 

Early-bird: $360, Before March 28 
On-site: $425 
Presenters: $100 
Registration Form Can Be 
Downloaded at 
www.nicwa. 0 rg/c 0 nf:erence 

Questions? 

Isla Dane, Event Manager 
(503) 222-4044, Ext. 144 


About the Conference 

With the passage of the Indian 
Child Welfare Act (ICWA) almost 30 years 
ago, Tribal sovereignty began to be recog- 
nized not only on Tribal lands, but also in 
state offices and courts. Congress began to 
accept the important role that tribal gov- 
ernments play in ensuring the well-being 
of their children and families, and ICWA 
provided the opportunity to make those 
tribal resources available. 

While ICWA is well known for 
the role it plays in helping individual 
Indian children and families, what is not 
always recognized is the role it plays in 
strengthening Tribal communities. ICWA 
has sparked countless grassroots efforts in 
Tribal communities across the country and 
continues to be a catalyst for the resur- 
gence of traditional methods of protecting 
and nurturing Indian children. 

Tribal governments have also 
experienced increased opportunities to pur- 


sue agreements with and better services 
from state and private agencies that serve 
Indian children and families. As a result of 
ICWA, promising practice and relevant 
policies continue to emerge from related 
services, including juvenile courts, mental 
health and substance abuse treatment, 
juvenile justice, and resource and training 
centers. 

This year’s conference will focus 
on the future of Indian child welfare and 
how each of us, Tribal leaders, Indian 
child welfare workers and other stakehold- 
ers, share the important responsibility in 
continuing this work. 

Workshops and presentations will 
feature innovative strategies to effectively 
meet the needs of our children and fami- 
lies through strong, collaborative partner- 
ships. Please join us as we gather in beau- 
tiful Minneapolis, Minn., to leam from 
each other and build positive outcomes for 
Indian children and families. 









Poems 


Attention Tribal Citizens : 


Dear Momma 

Dear Momma the Pride & Joy of my life, because of 
you I am able to withstand the tests of time in this land 
of strife. 

I must say thank you to our ancestors, Grandma & my 
big sis as well, I sure appreciate you all because 
throughout my life you didn’t turn your back when I 
failed. 

Not only do I have you Momma I have Pops there too, I 
know my niece Deila will continue to make you proud 
just as Jr. & Darryl my nephews. 

As I have said you raised me proper I chose to live that 
life of crime, it’s no one’s fault but my own for having 
to do all this time. 

One thing & two for sure I respected my Tribe, I’m a 
roaming warrior so my jackin’ I did to the outside. 

My respect & love for our people will always be, but it 
goes without saying I don’t respect those that do wrong 
just like me. 

Dear Momma thank you for being that loving, caring, 
intelligent woman that’s very strong, I love you with all 
my heart & that’s well known. 

— Ike T. Harjo 
Panther Clan 


Love 

I love you for so many reasons, large and 
small, and all of them are wonderful. 

I love you for all the special qualities that 
make you “you” one of a kind, the only 
one in the world for me. 

I love you for the things you say that 
bring such special meaning to my life, 
and I love you for the silent times when 
your eyes and your arms tell me all I want 
to know. 

I love thinking of all the adventures we 
may share, the places we may go, the 
discoveries we may make together. 

I love you because you know how to 
bring out the best in me. 

I love you . . . just because I do ... 

Because now, in a place where there was 
nothing before, in the deepest part of my 
heart . . . there is love. 

Always yours, 

— Alex Tucker 
Otter Clan 



Indian Pride 

Indian Pride I will always represent till the end of time, our race is superior we are 
one of a kind. 

Our ancestors stood tall in the Everglades & gave them hell, on the Great 
Western Plains Custer died for their sins as well. 

We Seminoles of Florida are unconquered no peace with their 
government of hate, hats off to the Sioux & Cheyenne for their victory 
in sending the 7th to their fate. 

So many victories for our race they don’t teach in schools, they don’t 
mention the treaties they made with Tribes only to break to those 
rules. 

One thing & two for sure they couldn’t break our will to survive, we 
natives been fighting terrorism since the 1400s when those snakes 
arrived. 

Once we were many but now we are few, honor & always give thanks 
to our ancestors for the hardships they went through. 

In time the Great Spirit will bring it back to those snakes in full, we 
must continue to multiply keep unity for Osceola, Geronimo, Crazy 
Horse & Sitting Bull. 

Each Tribe will rise out of poverty one day, the doors to wealth 
were opened by the Seminoles of Florida be persistent & find a 
way. 

Don’t forget the past & always remember the struggles in life, it’ll 
make you a stronger & better person in this land of strife. 
Indian Pride always remain proud & hold your head high, 
learn from those Tribes mistakes & be skeptical because 
those broken treaties don’t lie. 

— Ike T. Harjo 
Panther Clan 
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Seminole Broadcasting is seeking a self-motivated 
& energetic Tribal citizen to take on the 
responsibilities of assistant director in the 
department. This great opportunity is open to any 
Tribal citizens with a four year degree in business, 
media arts, video production, broadcasting, 
communications or any other related field. 
Applications Available in Human Resources 
Department or at www.semtribe.com 




Press the lolloping lor year reservation: 
Press 1 for Hollywood a Trad 
Press 2 for Dig Cypress & Immnkaiee 
Press 3 lor Brighton, Ft. Pierce & Tampa 
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Seminole Rodeo Queen Corttcsi 
Febniaiy 7-9, 2008 


This year's c&ntc&t will he hdd In 
conjunction with the 
Seminole Tribes Fair 
& 

Bill Osceola Memorial Rodeo. 


Saddles & Crowns to winners! 


February 1, 200B is the deadline for applications. The 
central wilt start a! 10AM on Thursday, February 7 t 
2000, with horsemanship Ini lowed by an Interview 
during runch at the Hard ftocK Cafe, 


Any tmr Interested In Applying can pick up an application from 
Ikv a rigS^n Field OMcv, Bnghiwi CatMc JT. Rqngc, HoZlywood 
F r«ide nr e Office Md fig Cypress Cittle £ Ftengc Fhaa* null beck 
lh* corepreied pppllc-itlen t* ChHimren 1 * GNpc#. 500 Hsm** Fdftd 
Q kc-ociic neo, Fl r 34974, Par more Information plna** oanlaol Jo 
Jumper at 3S 5-6244044. 



3 'fih t$rwmxL ‘Sumnolz * 3 vboi 


SadtKn Li/uiian sfijJtsr t^fuoBialiiK 



Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 
FEB. 7 - 9 , 2008 

FREE ADMISSION *' IM i 

FREE PARKING j 

long Go; Thursday, Feb 7th, Jjt 

S:00 pm j > 4 

Ion g G o: Friday, Feb Sill, 

8:00 pm 

Short Go: Sat,, Feb 9th, S^T I* J 


“V-ittirtnJr FFjtnl tttaJL Nii-k i L Ob id* 

1 >JTn innlf t’-a’. 

HrJh^.nJ. Mommu 

On LiSIIE ^nh al SlirEng Bond 
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Copilft In fpimetiop: 

^edrtMj r jb jnmpvr I SftJI 4il-O506 
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SERVICES OFFERED 
'Tour Complete & Professional 
Properly Inspection Service" 

- fti-I fc«vi iMfnlim -iinlliu|i hmlHta^'a 

+ m-riiit** nipd lint + 4-IVml l#n«rr Impfi lim 

■ Si.. .1-11 Mipm tmjjpflc ■ tlM 

* PlrrrtYWriT kl**W TU^J * -!■■ I--H lu<- r u. flU- 

Sth ' -- 1 - 1 ' H— ,tt 5 ■ III i« 11(4 CntAiUw 

■ Wigk VPp« Hwlip* 

« to*i f, -v* “*»■! -.►***■ * lkiiuT 

^ MU lr>pn Inn A kit** * Un FnJ^r 1 '■ * ■— 

Phono: &6&.924.fi200 
F*k: 9S4,437,3S4IV 
CelL 954* 662.11 J9 
Serving ALL oi South Florida 
www.-chkEftptd.cbm 


2nd Annual 

Tribal Fair Pool Tournament 

February 8-10, 2008 


' 


Hollywood Seminole Hard Rock 
Ballroom B 

Event includes 

* Trophies and PartklpaUofl Fee For Winners 1 7 and Under 

A Open to all Native Ameri ca ns (CDIB Cards will be checked] 

* Entry fee is s 10,00 per event for Adult divisions 

* Doors Gpeh Friday, February 3, 2006, 4:00 pm 
1 Senior Division {55 and Older] 

* 3-Bail, 9 -Ball, and Scotch Doubles Tournaments 

* Highest Prfele Winning Seminole Tribal Member Man and Woman 
□I the 6-Ball Tournament wil receive Sponsorship to One ( 1) 
Professional Event through Seminole Sports Management 

This event is sponsored hy Chairman, Mitchell Cypress 

In ueijuixben with Sereiiwle S+wti Hragment Big Cpjutus ind ton- Perfirt Rf lintum 
QUEST [ONS PLEASE CA11 953-956- S3DO EXTENSIONS: 11125 £ II Ititi 


Scott H. Cupp 

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW 
SPECIALIZING IN 
CRIMINAL LAW 

' ‘Handling Criminal Cases Aatm Florida ForChvr 2Q Years " 

Law Office of Scott H- Cupp, LLC 
400 Executive Center Drive, Suile 201 
West Palm Beach, Florida 32401 
( 561 ) 6 X 9-3625 
Fax: ( 561 ) 686-4567 
cupp taw 1 956 @ bel I south . me l 
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HARO ROCK HOTEL & CASINO 
G OFF THE NEW YEAR WITH A MASSIVE 


J WIN A 2008 PORSCHE CAYMAN 

TUESDAYS - JANUARY 22 & 29 
GRAND PRIZE DRAWING AT 9PM 
HOURLY DRAWINGS FROM 4PM -OPM 


THERE'S MONEY IN THE MUSIC 
WIN YOUR SHARE OF Si 50,000 

WIN UP TO $1 ,500 CASH EACH SHOW 

$12,500 CASH AWARDED EACH DAY; 2PM, 4PM, 6PM & 8PM 

SUNDAYS & THURSDAYS JANUARY 

GUARANTEED $75,000 GRAND FINALE SATURDAY, JANUARY 26 
* EXCLUDING JANUARY 27 & JANUARY 31 


840,000 GIVEAWAY 

$10,000 AWARDED EACH DAY! 

MONDAYS- JANUARY 21 « 28 

SI ,000 CASH DRAWINGS EVERY HOUR FROM 1PM - 9PM 


$15,000 GIVEAWAY 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 27 

$5,000 CASH DRAWINGS AT 1 2PM, 4PM & 8PM 
150 WINNERS - 50 WINNERS EACH DRAWING 


$20 FREE MACHINE PLAY 
WHEN YOU SIGN UP FOR A 
FREE PLAYERS CLUB CARD. 

FOR NEW CLUB MEMBERS. NO PREVIOUS PLAY REQUIRED. 
SEE PLAYERS CLUB FOR DETAILS. 


NOT A PLAYERS CLUB MEMBER YET? 

SIGN UP TODAY, IT'S FAST, EASY AND FREE. 

SEE PLAYERS CLUB FOR DETAILS. 




HOLLYWOOD, FL 
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OPEN 7 DAYS! 


Every Ford Under The Florida Sun 
fs Right Here At World Ford 


Huge Selection Of 
Preowned! 

All Makes And ^ 
Models! ^ 

Open 

Every . 

Day! 




FINANCING 


TUF 

LOWEST 

PRICES 

PAYMENTS 

AND 

FINANCING 

PERIOD. 

See Your New Ford For Less 
^ Somewhere Else? 

We’ll Beat Their Price! 

- Just Call Us! 
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All the youngsters had an opportunity to sit on Santa’s lap. 


Santa Claus Visits with the 
Kids at Billie Swamp Safari 


By Felix DoBosz 

BIG CYPRESS — On Dec. 7, 
2007, Billie Swamp Safari was 
beautifully decorated with Christmas 
colors, lights and hosted by Santa 
Claus. Kids were eager to tell Santa 
how good they were this year. They 
took turns sitting on his lap and telling 
him what they wanted for Christmas. 
The excited smiles from the young 
schoolchildren got everyone in a good 
holiday mood. 

About 50 children enjoyed a 
catered meal at the Swamp Water Cafe 
and then lined up for the chance to meet 
the famous Christmas icon Santa Claus. 

For the second year in a row 
Santa Claus was played by good- 
humored Butch Harrison. Harrison, 
when not performing as Santa, bills 
himself as Florida’s wild storytelling 
guide and a “real Florida Cracker.” 

“During Christmas holidays I 


enjoy playing Santa Clause for the 
children, I appreciate the opportunity 
and am honored to be the Santa Claus 
for the Seminole Tribe of Florida,” 
Harrison said. 





Santa and his Elf at Swamp Safari. 


Seniors Attend Annual Christmas Party 



Submitted by the Tampa Dept, of Elder Affairs 


(L-R) Standing: Peggy Cubis, Nancy Frank, Susie Doctor, Maggie Garcia; 
Sitting: Linda Henry, Bobby Henry, Annie Henry, Jane Osceola 


Submitted by the Tampa Dept, of 
Elder Affairs 

TAMPA — The seniors 
celebrated at their Annual Christmas 
Party, held at the Tampa Hard Rock on 
Dec. 3, with fun, food, music, gifts and 
more. The Tampa Tribal Field Office 


employees also joined in the celebration 
of the season. 

Everyone had a great time 
being together, eating too much, 
opening gifts, and playing Bingo. The 
big smiles and laughter on their faces 
teh it all! 



Lila Osceola-Heard 

Five little angels sing for the audience during the annual Christmas Program. 


Seminole Preschoolers Give an 
Awesome Performance 

Annual Hollywood Preschool Christmas Program 


By Lila Osceola-Heard 

HOLLYWOOD — On Dec. 
20, 2007, the Hollywood Preschoolers 
stepped on stage for their annual 
Christmas performance in the 
Hollywood Tribal Auditorium. Holiday 
carols were sung in Seminole style with 
performances by the 3- and 4-year-olds 
singing: All I Want for Christmas, 

Santa Claus is Coming to Town, 
Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer, Twelve 
Days of Christmas, Jingle Bells in 
English, and Silent Night in Mikasuki. 

Lunch was catered by 
Renegade Barbecue in the lobby of the 


Hollywood Auditorium. Following 
lunch, youngsters enjoyed a visit from 
Santa Claus and distribution of gifts to 
all the good little boys and girls on the 
Hollywood Reservation. 

All of the Seminole Preschools 
teamed up in a competition to see 
which preschool could raise the most 
money with all the proceeds going to 
St. Jude Research Children’s Hospital. 
Brighton came up as the reservation 
winner, but more importantly St. Jude’s 
received an impressive $43,387.75 
donation. 



Santa Comes to Town in Christmas 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — When the 
Seminole Tribe Aviation Dept, helicopter 
landed on the Immokalee High School 
football field on the evening of Dec. 8, 
2007, it was carrying a very important 
person — Santa Claus. Children and 
their parents from all over the town of 
Immokalee were anxiously awaiting his 
arrival, which signaled the beginning of 
the annual Christmas Parade. 

Although Immokalee has a 
small population by most standards, its 
citizens are very community oriented 
and unite in great numbers for such 
occasions as the holiday parade. Weeks 
of hard work and a wealth of ingenuity 
go into the preparation of the multitude 
of floats that eventually travel down 
Main Street. There were so many entries 
in this year’s parade that it took more 
than 45 minutes to cover the short 
distance from the casino to the football 
field. 


Judy Weeks 

Immokalee Seminole Boys & Girls Club donned fantasyland attire for their 
Christmas parade float. 




Tracy 

DeLaRosa from the 
Fitness Dept, was in 
charge of decorating 
the Immokalee 
Seminole Ranch 
horse drawn 
carriage for the 
occasion and 
transformed it into a 
holiday fairytale 
coach. 

On the 
night of the big 
event, the Grinch 
(Tim Howard) drove 
the ranch team of 
white draft horses 
down the 
thoroughfare with 

the Candyland Princess (Nikki Davis) 
riding shotgun. While surrounded by 
Christmas lights, evergreen garlands and 
beautiful ornaments, the Immokalee 
seniors waved to the crowd from their 
wonderland coach as they made then- 
way down the parade route. The Hot 
Meals transportation cart, wrapped in 
holiday finery, followed closely in their 
wake, throwing handfuls of candy to the 
bystanders. 

Family Services’ Fred Mullins 
joined the Recreation and Education 
Departments in helping the Boys & Girls 
Club put together a beautiful float with a 
gingerbread house, surrounded by 
Christmas trees, snow and icicles. 
Donning fantasyland attire, the 
youngsters became part of a storybook 
world for the evening. 


The Immokalee Seminole Ranch team of white draft horses 
pulled the coach filled with seniors in the Holiday Parade. 


Small 
children in the 
crowd waved and 
shouted in delight 
when they saw 
Thomas the Tank 
Engine, being 
driven by Jennifer 
Ramos of the 
Immokalee 
Seminole Ranch, 
come into sight. 
Thomas was 
pulhng three cars 
loaded with boys 
and girls from the 
reservation and the 
gingerbread man, 
Susan Davis. 

Following 
the ROTC Color 


Guard were entries representing the 
town of Immokalee from businesses, 
churches, scouting troops, the 
Sheriff’s Department, government 
officials, fire trucks, ambulances, 
lawn mower racers, go carts, swamp 
buggies and the high school band. 

Bringing up the rear was a 
horse drawn coach with Santa Claus . ’ 
and the Immokalee Seminole Ranch 
Horse Posse amid cheers for a happy 
holiday season. 

Following the parade, 
Immokalee Board Liaison Delores 
Jumper treated the participants from 
the Seminole Tribe to a festive 
supper at Lozanos, a favorite 
amongst the Immokalee community. 


The Grinch (Tim Howard) and Candyland Princess (Nikki 
Davis) drove the Immokalee Seminole Ranch coach in the 
Christmas Parade. 



Judy Weeks 

Immokalee seniors threw candy to the crowd from their holiday 
coach. 


Judy Weeks 

Engineer Jennifer Ramos of the Immokalee 
Seminole Ranch drove Thomas the Tank Engine 
loaded with reservation children. 


Party Held for Management Training Program 

By Lila Osceola-Heard 

HOLLYWOOD — The 

Tribal Career Development Program, 
which is a three-phase program that 
prepares Tribal citizens for careers in 
management, held their Christmas 
party on Dec. 19, 2007, at the Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino. The evening’s 
program included a dinner, guest 
speakers and an award and gift 
presentation. 

Ella DeHass and T.J. Koenes 
received awards for passing Phase I of 
the program. They both acknowledged 
everyone for helping them through in 
tough times. Phase I of the program 
involves work with entry level 
positions, including floor attendance, 
maintenance and security. 

Phase II of the program 
involves working alongside 
department directors and general 
managers. Finally, Phase III is the 
most advanced, as the interns work 



Lila Osceola-heard 

Tribal Career Development Program participants and staff. 



Lila Osceola-heard 

T.J. Koenes receives certificate of 
completion of Phase I in the TDC 
program. 


directly with the highest level of 
management, including senior vice 
presidents. 

“I’m so excited to see the 
Tribal citizens take ownership in this 
program,” said Tribal Career 
Development Program General 
Manager Jean Fontana. 

Among the speakers in 
attendance were Hollywood Council 
Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. and 
Hollywood Board Rep. Gloria Wilson. 
They offered congratulations to the 
interns, commending them on all their 
hard work. 

“I am proud to be here with 
the [Tribal Career Development 
Program] people; they are the future of 
the Tribe,” Rep. Osceola said. They 


have the opportunity to manage a great 
commodity. 

“The vision of our elders . . . 
you are fulfilling that dream,” he added. 
“People are looking up to you.” 

Rep. Wilson echoed Osceola’s 
pride and sentiment. 

“I’m so proud to be part of this 
progress and the progress of the Tribe. 
I’ve taken every opportunity to learn 
from someone else and you always need 
to keep an open mind. Much success to 
the participants,” said Rep. Wilson. 

During the month of December, 
the interns in the Tribal Career 
Development Program collected toys and 
non-perishable food items for the 
Sunshine Fund, to be donated to famihes 
in need. 
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Tampa, Ft Pierce Citizens 
Attend Holiday Celebration 




Redline Media Group 

(L-R) Liaisons S.R. Tommie and Richard Henry. 


Submitted by Redline Media 
Group 

K TAMPA — While 2007 saw' 

A a lot of “firsts” for the Tribe as a 
■ whole, the Tampa and Ft. Pierce 
i communities also joined forces to 
hold their first ever Holiday 
Celebration at the Seminole Hard 
m Rock Hotel & Casino in Tampa on 
Dec. 22, 2007. 

After a few months of 
planning and discussion, Ft. Pierce 
Liaison S.R. Tommie and Tampa 
Liaison Richard Henry expressed 
excitement for what the night would 
bring. 

Rep. Henry expressed 
pleasure in seeing the transformation 
the grand ballroom underwent since 
he saw it last while delivering the 
grand prize, a brand new, shiny, red 
ATV. This prize was later raffled off 
during the celebration, along with 
hundreds of other gifts for the infants, 
children and adults in attendance. 

As the guests arrived and entered the room 
they were welcomed by the sounds of a live, seven- 
piece band playing a variety of holiday songs. That, 
coupled with the lights throughout the room and 
the beautiful centerpieces that adorned each table, 
made this a night that everyone would not soon 
forget. 


Redline Media Group 

The Chairman welcomes attendees to the party. 


The night began with opening remarks 
from Reps. Henry and Tommie. A buffet dinner 
followed a traditional prayer offered by Tampa 
Tribal citizen Bobby Henry. While some waited in 


line for dinner, others gathered their families for 
family portraits in front of a Winter Wonderland 
backdrop. 

As the guests finished their desserts, 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress and Brighton Council 
Rep. Roger Smith took the stage with Reps. Henry 
and Tommie to begin the gift giving. 

Before moving forward, Chairman 
Cypress and Rep. Smith thanked the two liaisons 
for organizing this joint event and said they were 
very pleased to be a part of it. Rep. Henry thanked 
the Fort Pierce Community for joining in and in 
return S.R. Tommie thanked the Tampa community 
for their wonderful hospitality. 

Sheree Sneed of Ft. Pierce received the 
lucky raffle ticket for the ATV from Jackie Smith, 
assistant to Tampa Liaison Richard Henry. 

The party would continue with an 
interactive DJ that would get the crowd moving 
and out of their seats. Tribal citizens Nancy Frank, 
Peggy Cubis and Maggie Garcia took the DJ’s 
challenge and made their mark on the dance floor. 
Later the crowd would go crazy to the delight of 
hearing that a special guest performance was about 
to take place by the likes of the multi-platinum, 
Grammy Award winning artists Three 6 Mafia. 

Three 6 Mafia took the stage and began 
their show. They invited members of the audience 
on stage with them to participate in dancing and 
singing along with some of their hit songs that the 
crowd seemed to know every word of. 

After the show, members of the group 
wanted to show their appreciation for the invitation 
to perform at the Tampa/Fort Pierce Holiday 
Celebration and posed for photographs with 
members of both communities. 

The night ended with partygoers carrying 
out gifts big and small. However, most of all, 
attendees left the party talking about what a great 
time they had. 






Toy Drive donations brought holiday cheer to many in the South Florida 


live to give,” said Cypress. 

While there, he physically handed a toy tc 
each of the 264 children in attendance. The 
children at the RCMA showed their appreciation 
' by singing “Merry Christmas” for the Chairman. 


The 

* Toy Drive 

Continued from page 1 

toys were distributed at locations including the 
Holtz Children’s Hospital, Joe 
DiMaggio Children’s Hospital, the 
Boys & Girls Clubs of Broward 
County, migrant camps at Belle 
Glade, Pahokee, Canal Point, Fla., 
and the Overtown Youth Center, just 
to name a few. 

This year, the Chairman 
revisited Joe DiMaggio’s Children’s 
Hospital and also took a trip to the 
west coast of Florida to 
Immokalee’s Redlands Christian 
Migrant Association (RCMA) on 
Dec. 20. 

He rode up to the event in 
his 21st Century sleigh — a fire 
truck — and the excitement grew 
from there. The children were 
grouped by classes and they could 
hardly keep themselves composed 
as the fire truck turned the comer, 
with lights flashing and sirens 
roaring. When the truck came to a 
stop in the school yard, Chairman 
Cypress jumped down and was 
greeted by the children’s cheers. 

As the Chairman took the 
stage and faced the sea of smiles, he 
spoke to the children, their parents 
and teachers, telling them about his 
days as a child and how giving 
became important in his life. 

“It is never about receiving 
to me, it is always about giving. I 


Chairman Mitchell Cypress discusses his charity work with 
Seminole Broadcasting Reporter Briana Abittan. 


Tribal Citizens Celebrate at Traditional Seminole Christmas Festivities 







By Judy Weeks 

Traditions become established 
over many years and eventually become 
a part of culture with the passage of time. 
With the arrival of Christianity well over 
100 years ago, the Seminole Tribe’s 
ancestors slowly began to establish such 
a tradition with the annual Christmas 
camp gatherings. 

Initially, family members and 
their spouses would return to the camp of 
their clan or family matriarch in 
observance of the holiday season. Being 
very poor, they had to be content with 


forward to this annual social event and 
prepare for months in advance to 
accommodate their visitors. What began 
as small family gatherings became 
reunions that eventually included friends 
and neighbors. By the 1940s and 1950s a 
schedule of these planned events began 
to take place annually with the timing 
established to allow people to participate 
in more than one party. 

Because of very limited 
resources the host camp would 
accumulate as much as possible to feed 
and provide for their guests. The women 
would contribute 


become customary to set aside a portion building and re- 
of the family income and gather thatching chickees 

donations to provide not only food, but and accumulating 
entertainment, and a gift distribution to piles of personal 
everyone in attendance. Once having and household 
participated in one of these events, it is goods, toys and 
easy to see how much personal door prizes to pass 

satisfaction comes from sharing with out among their 

others. friends. 

During this year’s holiday With the 

season, seven of these traditional passing of the 

gatherings took place in Big Cypress elders and fast 
alone. They only represent a few paced lifestyle of 

throughout the Seminole and Miccosukee the younger 
communities. generations, 

whatever they could The year 2007 marked the families tend to 

to the meal and help second annual memorial event for drift apart and 

in its preparation, Frances B. Willie, Tommie R. Jumper people like Sue 

while the men and Grandpa Henry Jumper. Each of Jane Bert and the 

would gather truck these Tribal elders spent a lifetime giving members of the 
loads of oranges and generously of themselves and helping 
purchase a few bags their friends and neighbors whenever in 
need. Raising their own families and 
opening their arms to the children of 
others, they have done their part to shape 
the communities in which they lived. 

Each of them has countless descendents 


Judy Weeks 

Just a few of Tommie Jumper’s descendants gather in front 
of her house at the memorial Christmas party. 


Tammy Billie and her husband Solomon Veliz, AKA Santa 
Claus, handed out Christmas gifts to the migrant children 
in Immokalee on Christmas Eve. 


Judy Week! 

As the time to pass out gifts arrives, the children wait 
patiently for their presents. 


sharing what little food they had and 
enjoying each others companionship. 

Despite the hardships involved, 
the Seminole people began to look 


of tobacco and hard 
candy to pass 
around as gifts. 

Since many 
of the villages 
earned their 
income 
through the 
tourist 

industry, some 
of the more 
fortunate 

Judy weeks camps were 
able to hand 
out cherished 
gifts of a few 
yards of cloth, 
rickrack or 
strands of beads. 

Although 
times and the 
economy have 
changed, the basic 
reason for the 
reunions remains 
the same. The 
holidays are a time 
to bring families 
together, renew old 
friendships and 
share our good 
fortunes. In the 
older, more 
established 
Seminole 

communities, some 
of these events 
have been in existence 
for more than 50 years. 
— While in more recent 
times, the newer 

generations are establishing memorials to 
their elders who worked so hard to be 
able to share with others. 

In the last few years, it has 


Christmas Eve found Tammy 
Billie and her husband, Solomon Veliz, 
dressed like Santa Claus and traveling 
down the back streets of Immokalee 
seeking out the secluded migrant camps 
hidden throughout the community. 
Stopping amid the small houses and 


Virginia Garcia holds up a T-shirt prepared for 
her grandmother Tommie Jumper’s memorial. 


who appreciate the sacrifices that were 
made to insure the livelihood of future 
generations. 

Enjoying the hospitality of 
Louise and John Billie or Nancy and 
Michaelene Billie has become an annual 
function that no one would want to miss. 
Months go into preparing their camps, 


Wind Clan have become the glue that 
bonds them together. Clinging to the 
traditions of their ancestors, they are 
doing their part to build a future for the 
Seminole people. 

This year’s camp festivities 
included carnival rides, cake contests, 
bands and an Elvis 
impersonator, in 
addition, to the usual 
wonderful home 
cooked meals 
prepared over the 
campfire. Long lines 
formed as people 
awaited their chance 
to taste again the 
traditional foods of 
their ancestors. Raffle 
tickets provided a 
chance to win some 
fabulous prizes; 
however, money could 
not buy the most 
important gift of all 
— family and friends 
reunited for another 
year. 

The family of 
Mary R. Billie 
organized a reunion 
and celebration of her 
88 th birthday at the 
Miccosukee Resort 
Judy Weeks on the Tamiami Trail, 
held the last weekend 
before Christmas. 

Drawing a crowd of 
several hundred people, they were 
surprised to have more than 400 
children’s gifts remaining after the event. 

Following a short conference, it 
was mutually decided that these presents 
should be distributed among the less 
fortunate. Donations were quickly 

collected for additional purchases to even happiness that it brings them, 
out the number of boy and girl gifts. 


(L-R) Linda Beletso models the Seminole jacket she 
won at the Tommie Jumper memorial for the 
jacket’s seamstress Delores Jumper. 


tightly parked trailers, they handed out 
presents to poor, less fortunate children. 

With tears of happiness 
streaming down her cheeks, Billie said: 
“This has been my best Christmas ever. I 
would never have believed how good it 
feels to share with others and see the 
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Hulk Hogan, Max Osceola Spread 
Holiday Cheer to Lakota Reservation * 

Duo Brings Donations to Tribe’s Annual Invitational Tournament R 



By Felix DoBosz 

RAPID CITY, SD — On Dec. 
21, 2007, the self-proclaimed “greatest 
professional wrestler of all time,” Hulk 
Hogan, joined Hollywood Tribal Council 
Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. on a gift-giving 
trip to the Black Hills of South Dakota. 
“The Hulkster” led his small entourage 
to the Rushmore Plaza Civic Center 
where the 28th Annual Lakota Nation 
Invitational Tournament was taking 
place'., 

This basketball tournament 
began 28 years ago on the Pine Ridge 
Reservation with only eight teams com- 
peting. Since then, it has grown to 32 
teams, and is one of the largest gather- 
ings of students in the nation. Last year 
alone, more than 5,000 people attended, 
about half of which were high school 
students. 

By the reaction of those in 
attendance, “Hulkamania” is still alive 
and well in this part of Indian Country. 
Kids of all ages immediately recognized 
the former World Wrestling Federation 


Felix DoBosz 

Hulk Hogan signs autographs for one of his fans at the Lakota Invitational. 


* 

4 




three on behalf of representatives from 
various Tribes and Tribal organizations. 

Chairman of NIGA, and emcee 
of the event, Ernie Stevens Jr. spoke first, 
explaining Dreamseekers’ mission. 

“What Dreamseekers foundation 
is all about ... is making a difference in 


Indian country; we’re promoting educa- 
tion, we’re promoting healthy lifestyles 
and we’re anti-drugs,” he said. “We 
believe that you folks are all leaders. You 
folks are not our future leaders, you are 
our leaders today.” 

“Every time I’ve called on the 
Seminole Tribe, they’ve been there for 
us, whether it was in California, whether 
it was fires in Arizona, floods, whether it 
was a tragedy, the Seminole Tribe’s been 
there for us. That’s what it’s all about 
Tribes helping'one another.” 

Dreamseeker patron Max B. 
Osceola Jr. addressed the gathering next. 
Among several inspirational messages in 
his speech Osceola encouraged the youth 
to keep participating in sports, as he did, 
to attain a “natural high” so they don’t 
crave the drug and alcohol high. 

“When you’re strong you make 
your family strong, and when you’re 
strong you make your Tribe strong, and 
when you make your Tribe strong you 
make the world strong,” he said. “I can’t 
tell the future, but I can tell you I’m with 
the future, because you are the future of 
all Native Tribes,” he added. 

Hulk Hogan followed, and in 
his unmistakable voice said “What’s up 
Hulkamaniacs?” to loud cheers from the 
thousands of fans gathered inside the 
arena. 

“One of my good friends [Ernie 
Stevens Jr.] said it better than me a few 
minutes ago,” he said. “You guys are the 
leaders now, not in the future. Make the 
right choices. Life is about choices, so 
make the right choices and be a leader.” 


Felix DoBosz 

(L-R) Hollywood Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr., NIGA Chairman Ernie 
Stevens Jr. and legendary wrestler Hulk Hogan address the gathering. 


Hulk Hogan (C) receives many gifts of appreciation from the Lakotas. 


great as many made gasping sounds at 
the sight of the icon before shouts of his 
name spread like wildfire. 

Representing the Seminole 
Tribe, Hollywood Council Rep. Max B 
Osceola Jr. and Hulk Hogan presented 
donation checks to several nonprofit 
organizations including the Oglala 
Lakota College, SuAnne Big Crow Boys 
& Girls Club, and of course, the Lakota 
Nation Invitational, among others. 

The checks were presented on 
behalf of the Dreamseekers Foundation, 
which Hogan co-founded with National 
Indian Gaming Association (NIGA) 
Chairman Ernie Stevens Jr. in late 
November 2007. The goal of 
Dreamseekers is to create healthier 
Native youth and Native communities 
through leadership development, 
improved health services and education, 
according to the NIGA website. 

At a preliminary event before 
the check presentations, several hundred 
children and their parents fined up for an 
autograph from the Hulkster. In only a 
couple hours, Hogan signed more than 
500 photos, basketballs, dolls and even 
forearms for his devoted fans. He also 
answered countless questions from the 
local media and groups of well wishers. 

Ernie Stevens, Max B. Osceola 
Jr. and Hogan were then escorted by offi- 
cials to the center court of the Civic 
Center for gift presentations. Brief mes- 
sages of welcome and thanks were sent 
to the thousands of fans, before hand- 
made craft items were presented to the 



Tribe Helps Head Start Children with Gift Giving 


families who would not otherwise 
receive Christmas gifts. 

Sweat was responding to a 
request to the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
from Toni Nunez and Manda Ganceras, 
the North Side Site Managers. 

They had sent a letter stating: 
“Our goal is to provide Christmas to our 
children that otherwise may not receive 
anything for the holiday season. It would 
be greatly appreciated if you could help 
us achieve our goal. If you are able to 
donate, we are in need of new unopened 
toys for the children in the center.” 

Each child came forward to say 
hello to Santa and receive a bag of toys. 
All were in awe to see a real Santa. 

Some were shy. Many gave Santa a hug. 

“We appreciate so much what 
you are all doing for the children,” said 
Patricia Jackson, a board member and 
volunteer for Economic Opportunities 
Council of Indian River County that runs 
the Head Start program in Okeechobee. 

“Some of the children are not 
going to have a Christmas and this is a 
wonderful thing you are doing,” said 
Toni Nunez, as Gamcerez echoed: “We 
appreciate everything you did for us.” 

The funding and organizing for 
the gifting was undertaken by Brighton’s 
Community Care for the Elderly and the 
Brighton Chairman’s Office. 


By Susan Etxebarria 

OKEECHOBEE — Santa 
Claus made a lot of children happy at the 
North Side Head Start Center on Dec. 

13, 2007. It was Tribal citizen Daniel 
Nunez who wore the disguise. 


The Director of Community 
Care for the Elderly Alice Sweat, and 
Assistant Director Rhonda Goodman, 
helped Santa Nunez give toys to 94 chil- 
dren. Many of the children come from 


Susan Etxebarria 

(L-R, Front Row) Samuel Tagle, Austin Garcia, Christian Morales, Au Kereya 
Hardy, Ana Eriza, Natalia Ochoa, Savannah Brown, (Seconr Row) Daniel 
Salazar, David Burns, Lynndsy Johnsosn, Christopher Yates, Lidia Arriaga, 
Third Row: Alice Sweat, Santa Claus, AKA Daniel Nunez and Rhonda 
Goodman. Sitting on Santa’s lap is Estreya Gonzalez. 



Seminole Ranch Director Kenny Joe Davis and his assistant Gabriela Acosta 
(Both in the Back Row) join Santa Claus and his elves with the Special 
Education Class at Pinecrest Elementary School. 

Chairman, Youth Ranch 
Spread Holiday Cheer 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — During 
November 2007, the public schools 
were observing National American 
Indian Heritage Month and the 
Immokalee Seminole Youth Ranch 
hosted a cultural exchange day with 
some of the students from the Village 
Oaks Elementary School. Pre-kinder- 
garten, kindergarten and the Special 
Education Students enjoyed a miniature 
rodeo, alligator wrestling and rides in a 
horse drawn carriage. 

Ranch Director Kenny Joe 
Davis and his staff had a wonderful 
time entertaining the children and came 
up with an idea that would further 
impact the Special 
Education Classes at 
all four elementary 
schools in the 
Immokalee area. 

Spreading the word 
among the Tribal 
departments and their 
employees, a plan 
quickly developed for 
a Christmas present 
distribution. 

In less than 
a week’s time, dona- 
tions came pouring 
into the Seminole 
Youth Ranch office 
with Tribal members 
and departmental 
staff wanting to spon- 
sor these children. 

Contacting the Special Education teach- 
ers at Highlands, Village Oaks, 

Pinecrest and Lake Trafford Elementary 
Schools, they requested a wish list from 
the 85 students in the program and were 
surprised to find that their desires were 
quite simple. 

The response from the 
Seminole community and Tribal offices 
was so generous that they were able to 
divide their available funds into an 
equal portion per child and supply near- 
ly everything on the lists. 


Chairman Mitchell Cypress 
learned about their efforts and quickly 
sponsored each child with an additional 
gift certificate that would make a shop- 
ping spree with their parents possible. 

On Dec. 17-18 and 21, 2007, 
the Grinch, Santa Claus and his numer- 
ous elves in the form of Gilbert Davila, 
Jennifer Ramos, Kenny Joe Davis, 


Gabriel Acosta, Tracey DeLaRosa, 
Susan Davis, Alicia Mclntire, Victoria 
Presley and Elsa Zamora visited the 
classrooms. Each child had an opportu- 
nity to sit on Santa or the Grinch’s knee 
before his elves presented them with 
wrapped presents that contained a 
wealth of items that included remote 
control toys, skateboards, LEGOs®, 
games and much more. 

“Watching the excitement 
build in each of their little faces as they 
awaited their turn and then the joy they 
expressed at receiving their presents, 
had an overwhelming impact on all of 
us,” said Kenny Joe Davis. “They 
would become wide-eyed and then yell. 


‘Santa, how did you know?’, ‘Thank 
you, thank you, thank you.’ or ‘This is 
what I always wanted! ’ It had a heavy 
emotional effect on all of us and there 
was more than one tear of happiness 
shed.” 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress 
had already spent weeks making 
Christmas plans of his own. “When I 
was growing up, the children in our 
camps had to be content with presents 
of oranges, a little hard candy or home- 
made toys; such as a dump truck made 
out of a corned beef 
can with wooden 
wheels or dolls made 
from scraps of cloth. 
Although we spent 
many happy hours 
playing with these 
around the campfire, 
we knew about the 
other toys out there 
that were beyond our 
grasp.” 

“During the 
last 25 years, the 
Seminole Tribe has 
experienced many 
economic changes for 
which we are very 
grateful,” continued 
Chairman Cypress. 
“As we enter the hol- 
iday season, we begin 
to think of family, 
friends and our neighbors. It is a time 
of sharing and giving thanks for our 
many blessings. We need to take time 
out of our lives, set aside our differ- 
ences and remember that we are all 
brothers and sisters in the human expe- 
rience. The best present I have ever 
received is knowing that I have helped 
to provide happiness for others.” 



Judy Weeks 

Seminole Ranch Director Kenny Joe Davis (C) and his 
assistant Gabriel Acosta (L) join Grinch Gilbert 
Davila with the Special Education Class at Highlands 
Elementary School. 



Judy Weeks 


Elves of the Seminole Tribe in Immokalee: (L-R, Back 
Row) Gabriel Acosta, Jennifer Ramos, Kenny Joe 
Davis, Victoria Presley and Cris Marrero, (L-R, Front 
Row) Alicia Mclntire, Santa Gilbert Davila, Rosa 
Torres and Diana Rocha. 



Judy Weeks 

Students from the Special Education Class at Village Oaks Elementary School 
interact with the Grinch, his chief elf and representatives from the Seminole 
Tribe. 
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Big Cypress Commemorates Christmas Throughout Reservation 


By Judy Weeks 

BIG CYPRESS — Big Cypress 
Council Rep. David Cypress said it all 
when he reflected on the holiday season. ■ 
“This is a time for family, I 
friends and memories to abound,” 

Cypress said. “We spend all year 
wrapped up in the business of survival 
and our daily occupations, rarely taking 
time to think about how fortunate we are 
to wake up to a brand new day in which 
we have the opportunity to make our 
lives meaningful.” 

Joining 

him, Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress 
said: “I look for- 
ward to the holida; 
season when I 
renew old friend- 
ships as I travel 
from one gala 
event to another. 

For me, this is the 
most important 
part of the season 
and reinforces my 
bond with the past 
while giving me 
the strength to face 
the future. 


and Linda Beletso rocking the hall with 
“Merry Christmas, Baby” and “Precious 
Memories.” 

Not quite ready for the Native 
American Grammys, they still put on a 
magnificent show. Virginia Tommie soon 
joined their ranks and before long they 
were taking requests and doing encore 
presentations. 

With the entertainment echoing 
in the background, the seniors enjoyed 
one of their favorite pastimes — a Bingo 


child, I looked for- 
ward with anticipa- 
tion to receiving 
whatever little gift 

my family could provide and the many 
visitors that came to our camp. As an 
adult, I derive my greatest pleasure in 
seeing all the happy faces enjoying the 
holiday. 

“There is a wise old adage that 
states, ‘It is better to give, than receive.’ 
It is important to give thanks for our 
many blessings and remember where we 
have come from in order to pave the way 
for a bountiful future.” 

Big Cypress Preschool 

On Dec. 13, 2007, the walls of 
the Big Cypress Preschool were lined 
with holiday decorations providing the 
typical Christmas atmosphere. However, 
none could compare with the multitude 
of drawings, snow flakes and art projects 
created by the little students as they pre- 
pared for Christmas. Using a wide vari- 
ety of media, they expressed themselves 
in an extraordinary manner. 

As the room quickly filled with 
parents and grandparents, the teachers 
seated the children close to the Christmas 
tree. Wide eyed, they found it difficult to 
refrain from checking out the mountain 
of presents surrounding the tree and 
passed the time playing with the train, 
elves and reindeer that filled the room. 

President Richard Bowers Jr. 
traveled around the room talking and 
interacting with the 
children. Sharing 
their hopes and 
encouraging their 
imagination, he 
told them about the 
old days when they 
enjoyed Christmas 
around the camp- 
fire and often trav- 
eled great distances 
to visit friends and 
relatives in other 
villages. They lis- 
tened intently as he 
talked about the 
simple games they 
used to play with 
their brothers, sis- 
ters and cousins. 

“These lit- 
tle ones are in your 
capable hands and 
it is important that 
you teach them about their past,” 
President Bowers said to the teachers. 
“They are the future of the Seminole 
Tribe and I am confident that you will 
prepare them. A teacher’s job is one of 
great responsibility and I appreciate the 
hard task that you have undertaken.” 

Following a festive luncheon, 
Santa Claus entered from an obscure cor- 
ner of the room and surprised the chil- 
dren. Taking a seat next to the Christmas 
tree, he read a book as his young listen- 
ers hung on every word, before deliver- 
ing the presents. 

For some, this was the first 
Christmas they could remember and they 
eyed the funny man in the red suit and 
white beard with suspicion. Avoiding a 
major melt down, they clung to the secu- 
rity of their parents’ arms and were con- 
tent to experience Santa Claus from a 
respectful distance. However, this reti- 
cence didn’t prevent them from quickly 
tearing the wrapping paper off their pres- 
ents and beginning to enjoy what was 
inside. 

Preschool Director Leona 


Judy Weeks 

Tristan Osceola (C) shakes hands with President Richard 
Bowers Jr. (L) while sitting on the lap of BC Preschool 
Manager Shirley Clay (R). 


competition. The winners were: Single 
Bingo: Eddie Billie, Esther Buster, 
Eugene Tommie and Edna Bowers; 
Double Bingo: Tommie Billie; Big X: 
Alice Billie and Cover- All: Ruby 
Osceola. 

Gift cards went to raffle ticket 
winners: Sally Tommie, Esther Billie, 
Virginia Tommie, Peggy Osceola, Eugene 
Tommie, Jane Billie, Gabe Tommie and 
Sheila Jones. 

Rev. Salaw Hummingbird pre- 
sented a brief bible story appropriate to 
the occasion before offering the blessing. 
A delicious luncheon was served, while 
Big Cypress Board Rep. Cicero Osceola 
conducted the drawing for door prizes. 
Jonah Cypress provided background 
music for the dinner, playing both gospel 
and Christmas carols on his guitar. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress and 
President Richard Bowers Jr. circulated 
around the room spending time at each 
table visiting with old friends and catch- 
ing up on the recent gossip in each com- 
munity. Laughing and joking, it was a 
reunion filled with good memories and 
warm wishes. 

Groups gathered in the entry 
hall to take advantage of a photo oppor- 
tunity that would permit them to take 
their memories home for safe keeping. 


Judy Weeks 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress helps Juanita Osceola stamp 
her Bingo cards. 


Ahfachkee School Christmas Program 

Weeks of preparation went into 
the fabulous Christmas program per- 
formed by the students at the Ahfachkee 
School. Playing to a packed audience on 
Dec. 18, they were congratulated by one 
round of applause after another. 

The evening began with an 
invocation by Rev. Hummingbird of the 
Big Cypress 1st Baptist Church and a 
welcoming address by Eileen Hager, 
Ahfachkee School Acting Principal. 

Event emcee Keeno King intro- 
duced each presentation and gave some 
background into the work that had gone 
into its preparation. School music 
teacher, Lana Payne orchestrated the 
program and conducted each of the per- 
formances. 

Throughout the evening, a pup- 
pet show took place on the right comer 
of the stage using characters from 
Sesame Street, Disney and the 
Educational Channel. Popping up during 
the presentations, they mimicked the 
singers and added a humorous note. 

The pre-kindergarten and first 


Tommie Williams, and employees Dawna grade gave an adorable rendition of 


Bell and Michelle Hyatt, traveled all the 
way from Hollywood for the event and 
joined Big Cypress Preschool Manager 
Shirley Clay and her staff in wishing the 
parents and children of the community a 
very happy holiday. 

Big Cypress Senior Christmas Party 

It is always a party atmosphere 
when more than three or four Big 
Cypress seniors gather together in one 
place. This is especially true when they 
are joined by friends and relatives from 
each of the other reservations and the 
Tamiami Trail. 

On Dec. 13 the Senior Center in 
Big Cypress was packed with holiday 
revelers for one of the biggest social 
events of the season. Entering the build- 
ing, the first thing to greet your ears was 
the sound of Joe Billie, Teresa Jumper 


grade bell ringers for “Christmas Time’s 
A Coming.” 

With the assistance of their 
teachers and sponsors, the high school 
students wrote, performed and directed a 
skit entitled “The Nightmare Before 
Christmas. Although meant to be serious, 
it provoked rounds of laughter and then 
applause from the audience who appreci- 
ated the hard work that went into the pro- 
duction. 


25 foot slope brought long horns of hap- 
piness to many boys and girls of all ages. 
Their shouts of laughter and screams of 
indignation, when bombarded with snow 
balls, could be heard for a great distance. 

When their clothing became 
soaked and their teeth chattered from the 
cold, they would take a time out and play 
on the Farris wheel, flying swings, 
bungee jumps and super slide. Taking 
turns on the mechanical bull, snacking on 


The seventh graders had written, popcorn and cotton candy, they were 


acted and produced a video called “The 
Civil War at the North Pole,” which they 
projected onto the wall of the Gym. The 
eighth grade class read a Christmas poem 
especially prepared for the occasion. 

Eileen Hager and Keeno King 
discussed the dedication and effort of the 
various student groups who performed 
for the event. Meeting almost daily for 
practice, they put their hearts and souls 
into their presentations and anxiously 
awaited the opportunity to perform for 
their parents and community. 

Pastor Arlen Payne of the Big 
Cypress New Testament Baptist Church 
offered the benediction at the close of the 
production and was joined in the blessing 
by Rev. Hummingbird prior to the 
serving of the dinner. 

Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress took a few moments to 
address the audience. 

“Entering the auditorium 
this evening, I could feel the spirit 
of Christmas in the air and feel the 
love and dedication that went into 
the program that our fine young 
people have worked so hard to pre- 
pare for us. I want to take this 
opportunity to congratulate them 
and their teachers on a job well 
done.” 

President’s Christmas Party 

President Richard Bowers 
Jr. hosted a Christmas party for the 
residents of Big Cypress, 

Immokalee and Naples at the Big 
Cypress Gym on the morning of 
Dec. 6. 

President Bowers wel- 
comed the communities and thanked 
them for their support. 

“2007 has been a wonderful 
year for the Seminole Tribe on many lev- 
els and the prospects for 2008 are very 
bright,” he said. “As I look around I see 
changes in the overall appearances on 
each of our reservations with improve- 
ments taking place on many levels. I 
have attended open houses and ground 
breakings for an assortment of projects 
that benefit not only individuals, but in 
some cases, the entire community. 

“Renovations, road construction 
and house pads are popping up all around 
us with the drawing boards full of new 
projects,” continued President Bowers. 
“Natural resource programs, such as the 
Rock Mine, are helping to implement 
these improvements and make these proj- 
ects affordable. I am very happy to have 
been a part of these enhancements and 
look forward to working with you as we 
help construct a sound foundation and 
bright future for the Seminole Tribe.” 

An appreciation luncheon fol- 


soon ready for the numerous bounce 
houses or the plastic bubble, provided by 
Recreation Director George Grasshopper. 
Still obviously young at heart, 


we were growing up. It is great to have 
holidays like this that bring us together 
and provide an opportunity to see what 
things are really important in our lives. 
Family and friends cannot be replaced.” 

The Missing Pieces Quartet 
entertained with inspirational, gospel and 
rhythm and blues selections throughout 
the dinner. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress 
arrived a few minutes late because he had 
just spent the day delivering Christmas 
presents to the less fortunate migrant 
children in Immokalee. Then he sped 
across the state to visit the Joe Dimaggio 
Children’s Hospital, where he helped to 


Asst. Recreation Director Stan Frischman provide a Merry Christmas for those 


sacrificed himself on the snow slide and 
wound up with a boo-boo that required a 
large bandage. 

The snow slide may have taken 
first place in the popularity contest, but 
the pony rides were definitely a close 
second. Josh Jumper and his staff from 
the Big Cypress Entertainment Complex 
walked for hours, leading little cowboys 
and cowgirls around a small portable 
arena, which had been built for the occa- 
sion. 


Kindergarten, first, second and third graders took their turn 
the stage at the Ahfachkee Christmas Program. 


As darkness settled upon the 
reservation, things took a new twist. Play 
clothes were traded for holiday attire and 
the community began to converge upon 
the Gym. Lights were turned down low 
to enhance the starlit ceiling, 18 brightly 
lit Christmas trees, wreaths and Santa’s 
reindeer and sleigh. Beautiful floral cen- 
terpieces and candles filled the air with 
the smells most frequently associated 
with Christmas. 

The Big Cypress 1st Baptist 
Church Choir accompanied by Jonah 
Cypress on his guitar crowded onto the 
stage and filled the gym with Christmas 
carols and hymns. Rev. Salaw 
Hummingbird gave a short presentation 
and blessing prior to the serving of a fab- 
ulous catered buffet. 


youngsters who were going to be spend- 
ing the holidays away from home. 

Taking the microphone, 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress said: “When 
the holidays come around each year, I 
can’t help but remember what it was like 
when we were growing up so poor and 
grateful for every little thing that came 
our way. Times have changed and we 
have been blessed with prosperity. They 
say this is a sentimental time of the year 
and seeing all those happy little smiles 
today, touched my 
heart and was the 
best Christmas 
present I could 
ever receive.” 

Chairman 
Cypress concluded 
by saying, “As you 
go home this 
evening and travel 
over the highways 
throughout the 
year, please be 
careful and remem- 
ber that each and 
every one of you 
are important to 
your families and 
the Seminole 
Tribe.” 

With the 
serving of dessert, 
the moment 

arrived that everyone had been anticipat- 
ing. Big Cypress Board Rep. Cicero 
Osceola asked all of the younger children 
to gather beside the Christmas trees at the 
rear of the room. Dividing the group into 
age and gender categories, wrapped pres- 
ents were distributed. Ahfachkee students 
received gift cards, while the high school 
group was presented with mall cards. 

Reluming to the stage, it was 
time for the adults to get their tickets 
ready. Rep. Osceola’s helpers held up 
items like laptop computers, tool sets, 
vacuum cleaners, iPods®, appliances, tel- 
evisions of numerous sizes and house- 
hold goods of many descriptions. With a 
shake of the jar, numbers were drawn and 
winners collected their gifts. 

Finally, they arrived at the grand 


Big Cypress Council Rep. David prizes for the evening. Shaking the jar 


Cypress welcomed everyone to the 
Christmas Gala and remarked how happy 
he was to see so many families gathered 
together for the occasion. 

“In this day and age everyone is 
on the go and few people have the oppor- 


lowed a social hour. Age appropriate gifts tunity to sit down and enjoy a meal with 


and cash awards were raffled off 
throughout the event with the seniors 
receiving some coveted George Forman® 
Grills, and appliances and accessories. 

Dressed in a holiday Seminole 
patchwork shirt and Santa cap, President 
Bowers drew the winning ticket for the 
grand door prize — a deluxe model, hard 
top golf cart with accessories. 
Anticipation built as he slowly reached 
into his pocket for the keys and then 
asked Linda Billie to please come for- 
ward. 

Big Cypress Community Christmas 

It was a very jolly Christmas, 
when Big Cypress residents converged 
onto the ball field for a Christmas carni- 
val that included a snowy wonderland. 
Big Cypress Council Rep. David Cypress 
put in a good word with the old man at 
the North Pole, who, with a flick of his 
magic wand and the infamous words 
“Abra Kadabra,” transported a real 
mountain of snow for the delight of the 
younger set. 

Climbing and sliding down the 


their families like we did every day when 


and flipping it over several times, Rep. 
Osceola asked a bystander to draw out 
the winning tickets. The 50 inch plasma 
television went to Louise Billie and much 
to his chagrin, Osceola himself won the 
4-wheeler, sponsored by the Chairman’s 
Office. 


Jonah Cypress (R) accompanies the BC 1st Baptist Church Choir at the 
Community Christmas Party. 


Hollywood Seniors Christmas Luncheon 


“Away in the Manager” and “Baby 
Jesus, We Love You.” Dressed in their 
holiday best, they appeared like a chorus 
of little angels on the stage and put their 
hearts into their songs. Using sticks for 
musical instruments, they tapped out 
“Pat-A-Pan.” 

Kindergarten, second and third 
graders combined for an animated pro- 
duction of “The Elves are in the 
Workshop.” Then rotating with the sec- 
ond, third and fourth graders on the 
stage, they sang “Rudolph the Red 
Nosed Reindeer,” “Jingle Rap” and “ft 
Happened in the Country.” The third 
graders spiced up “Ode to Joy” with 
keyboards and recorders. 

A hush fell over the room as 
the sixth graders sang “Silent Night” 
and were followed by the fifth and sixth 


Betty Mae Jumper (L) opens her gift, which all the seniors 
also received. 


The seniors, including Mary Gay Osceola (L), enjoyed 
several games of Bingo at the luncheon. 
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Dad Eric Puente holds son, Eric Puente II. 


Preschoolers Enjoy Christmas Party 


Judy Weeks 

Chelsey Ford (C) finds hip hop dancing energetic and lots of fun. 


Youngsters Shine in Holiday 
Dance Productions 


By Judy Weeks 

The holiday season was a busy 
time for five young Immokalee commu- 
nity members. Attending Patty’s Dance 
Studio in Lehigh Acres, these young- 
sters have worked many hours learning 
various styles of dance in preparation 
for local recitals. In fact, some of them 
are in their third year of les- 
sons. 

Larissa DeLaRosa, 

Chelsey Ford, Jillian 
Rodriguez, and Willie and 
Janessa Smith performed at 
St. Raphel’s Church in Lehigh 
on Nov. 10, 2007, Towne 
Center in Lehigh on Nov. 30, 

Lehigh Regional Hospital 
Tree Lighting Ceremony on 
Dec. 1 and completed then- 
tour at the Edison’s Home in 
Fort Myers on Dec. 28, 2007. 

The seasonal lineup 
included 20 classic Christmas 
songs that had been choreo- 
graphed for dancers ranging 
in age from 2 to 17 years. 

Wearing a different costume 
for each song, the dancers 
appeared as angels, ballerinas, 
reindeer, hip hop dancers, tiny 
tots in their pajamas, 

Christmas fairies, teddy bears, 
snowmen, flowers and more. 

Surrounded by 

Christmas trees, wreaths, gar- 


lands, twinkling lights and beautiful 
floral arrangements, the dancers 
appeared to be characters from magical 
story books. Putting their hearts and 
souls into their performances, they did 
an outstanding job and spread holiday 
cheer to each of their audiences. 


Judy Weeks 

Jillian Rodriguez dances in the holiday line up 
at Edison’s Home in Ft. Myers. 


By Susan Etxbebarria 

BRIGHTON 

— The Brighton 
Preschool invited Santa 
Claus to their Dec. 18, 
2007 Christmas Party 
and Luncheon. 

As parents and 
excited children assem- 
bled under the school’s 
chickee, they were ser- 
enaded with Christmas 
songs sung in Creek by 
the 3 and 4 year old 
classes. Then Santa 
appeared and sat by the 
Christmas tree sur- 
rounded by a pile of 
wrapped gifts. Parent 
James Billie played a 


Susan Etxebarria 

Hyatt Brough gets a Christmas present from Santa 
Claus, AKA James Billie. 


Susan Etxebarria 

Parent Joni Johnson and her daughter, Jana. 


funny Santa Claus 
whose glued-on beard 
kept slipping down but 
the children didn’t 
seem to notice as they 
rushed forward when 
their names were called 
to get their presents. 

Each child 
also received a red 
stocking filled with 
some trinket and small 
toys and a big box to 
open or put under their 
Christmas tree. Then 
the staff, parents, teach- 
ers ate a wonderful 
meal and wished every- 
one a happy hohday. 


Festivities Abound During Immokalee Christmas 







By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — The month 
of December was extremely busy for the 
residents of the Immokalee Seminole 
community. The Christmas holidays are 
a time for the renewal of old friendships 
and family reunions everywhere, with 
sharing and rejoicing in the blessings of 
the previous year. 

Like all Seminole communities, 
Immokalee residents look forward to this 
time of year when they are engulfed 
with the holiday spirit and wistfully 
remember the many Christmases in then- 
past and the loved ones with whom they 
shared these precious moments. 
Immokalee Preschool 
The Immokalee Preschool 
kicked off the holiday season with its 
annual party on Dec. 7, 2007, at the 
Senior Center. Inviting all departments 
to join in the festivities, Site Manager 
Michelle Ford and her staff had prepared 
a short program for the youngsters to 
perform for their audience. 

Parents and friends gave a 
round of applause as the Preschoolers 
sang “Jingle Bells” and “Rudolph the 
Red Nose Reindeer.” Intrigued with the 
microphone, the children took advantage 
of the opportunity to do an encore per- 
formance. 

Admitting that the youngsters 
were a hard act to follow, Gilbert Davila 
gave an extraordinary presentation of “I 
Can Only Imagine” and “O Holy Night.” 
A reverent silence descended upon the 


room, as even the smallest child was 
affected by the sound of his beautiful 
voice as he sang the Christmas classic a 
cappella. 

Immokalee Council Liaison 
Elaine Aguilar said: “This is one of my 
most favorite times of the year as I wit- 
ness the magic of Christmas in all these 
shining little faces as they anticipate 
what lies in the packages under that tree. 
These children are our future and we are 
truly blessed.” 

The room went quiet as the dis- 
tant sound of bells grew louder in the 
hallway and the long awaited visitor 
appeared in the doorway in his red suit 
and long white beard. The children’s 
eyes grew big in wonderment as Santa 
Claus took his place beside the 
Christmas tree. 

The Preschool staff handed 
Santa the packages from beneath the tree 
one at a time as he called each child to 
come forward and sit on his lap. The 
children’s response was a mixture of 
reactions which ranged from hugs and 
exclamations of delight to tears of horror 
at the thought of being touched by this 
strange man in the red suit. 

Accompanied by their parents 
and teachers, they quickly overcame 


their hesitation and began opening their 
packages. 

With his mission accomplished, 
Santa withdrew and the Preschool staff 
served a delicious holiday dinner. 

Immokalee Senior Christmas Party 

Inviting their fellow seniors 
from all the other reservations, the 
Christmas Party at the Immokalee Senior 
Center got underway at 10 a.m. on Dec. 
19 with a Bingo Tournament. Maria 
Billie from the Council Office and 
Edward Aguilar from the Board Office 
officiated during the games and drew 
raffle ticket numbers throughout the 
morning. By the end of the party, all 
numbers had been called and everyone 
had received a Wal-mart gift card. 

Bingo winners were as follows: 
Regular Bingo: Elizabeth Oleo and 
Delores Jumper; Four Comer Stamp: 
Linda Frank won both cards; Big X: 
Connie Jim; Kite: Rachel Billie and Full 
Card: Delores Jumper. 

Dining the course of the morn- 
ing, a jolly Santa Claus paid a visit to 
the group and livened up the festivities. 
A frisky old fellow, he exchanged play- 


ful banter with the seniors and soon had 
the room rocking with laughter. Calling 
each one to come forward, he insisted on 
having them sit upon his knee for a 
photo before helping them select a 
wrapped gift from beneath the tree. 

Some package recipients made 
a quick selection, while others spent 
time contemplating the package size and 
weight before making a final decision. 
Playing into the 
moment, many of the 
ladies returned 
Santa’s teasing, much 
to the delight of their 
fellow partygoers. 

Following a 
delicious luncheon, 
the visitors from the 
Tamiami Trail joined 
their friends for a 
ride in the 

Immokalee Seminole 
Ranch carriage, 
which had been dec- 
orated for the holiday 
season. Traveling 
around the 
Reservation in the 
horse drawn carriage 
brought back memo- 
ries of days gone by. 

Immokalee 
Recreation & 4-H Christmas Parties 

Under the new direction of 
Johnny Boone and his assistant, Virginia 
Garcia, Immokalee Recreation staged its 
very first Christmas 
party on Dec. 19. The 
Gym had been beauti- 
fully decorated for the 
occasion with a large 
Christmas tree in the 
center of the floor. 

Approximately 
100 children flooded the 
Gym as they returned 
from school for the 
afternoon party. The 
Recreation Dept, staff 
spent an hour playing 
organized games with 
the boys and girls prior 
to the arrival of Santa 
Claus. 

Taking a seat in 
his easy chair beneath 
the Christmas tree, he 
talked to each of the 
youngsters, gave them a 
photo opportunity and 
then they received an athletic ball that 
was age appropriate. The mountain of 
footballs, basketballs and sporting equip- 
ment that surrounded the tree was quick- 
ly dispersed. 

The Recreation and 4-H 
Departments com- 
bined their efforts 
and supplied an enor- 
mous holiday buffet 
supper for the chil- 
dren and their par- 
ents, following a 
community blessing 
by Louise Motlow. 

As the 

evening progressed, 

4-H Coordinator 
Moleana Mora was 
assisted by parent 
advisors in distribut- 
ing wrapped presents 
to each of the partici- 
pants in this year’s 
program. 4-H stresses 
the building of strong 
family ties, responsi- 
bility and cooperation. The Christmas 
holidays bring families together and tend 
to strengthen these values. 

Immokalee Community Christmas 
On the 

evening of Dec. 21, 
residents of the 
Immokalee 
Reservation 
Community crowded 
into the Gym for an 
evening of fun, com- 
panionship and gift 
distribution. The 
white tables and 
chairs had been deco- 
rated with green, red 
and silver sashes and 
table scarves offset 
with evergreen and 
floral centerpieces 
with a seasonal flare. 
The walls took on the 
appearance of large 
foil wrapped gifts, 
lending a backdrop 
for the multiple Christmas trees. 

The rear wall of the Gym was 
an embankment of Christmas gifts for 
every imaginable age group which encir- 
cled a red throne awaiting Santa Claus’ 
arrival. Following a week long spending 
and wrapping spree, Santa’s helpers in 
the form of Tracey 
DeLaRosa, Jennifer 
Ramos, Susan Davis, 

Maria Billie and 
Crystal Billie were 
still hard at work 
handling administra- 
tive duties and raffle 
tickets for the gift 
distribution. 

Immokalee 
Seminole Ranch 
Director Kenny Joe 
Davis and his assis- 
tant Gabriel Acosta 
provided the musical 
background and mas- 
ter of ceremonies for 
the evening’s activi- 
ties. Tribal citizen 
Edward Aguilar 


catered the event with an enormous 
assortment of appetizers, salad bar, side 
dishes and desserts to complement the 
entrees. Mary Sanchez provided a very 
thoughtful blessing for the occasion. 

Immokalee Council Liaison 
Elaine Aguilar briefly addressed the 
gathering and remarked: “This has been 
a long, but productive year for 
Immokalee as our reservation has slowly 


begun to take on a new appearance and 
many changes are in the works for the 
New Year. Also, it has been a difficult 
time for many of our seniors because of 
illness and surgeries, but we can be 
thankful that they have all enjoyed 
recovery and hopefully will have contin- 
ued good health along with the rest of 
our community.” 

Speaking in Mikasuki, 
Immokalee Board Liaison Delores 
Jumper thanked everyone for their sup- 
port and reminded them of the impor- 
tance of keeping the Christmas spirit 
alive all year long. 

“Everyday is family day, not 
just Christmas,” she said. “You can 
never give too much of yourself to the 
ones you love and cherish.” 

At last the door opened just a 
crack to admit the sound of sleigh bells 
and ho, ho, ho from the long anticipated 
visitor from the North Pole. Children 
began to shout, “Its Santa Claus. I know 
it, I know it!” Suddenly the door flew 
open and he entered the room with a big 
laugh as a mob of youngsters crowded 
around him. Making his way to his 
chair, he stopped to greet many of his 
old friends among the seniors and 
exchange holiday greetings. 

Requesting that the children 
come forward by age group, they anx- 
iously awaited their name to be called. 


Then stepping up, they drew a number 
from one of the sacks designated for 
either boys or girls and received their 
present. 

The adults also played a game 
of chance as they listened for their raffle 
number to be called and then reached 
into the bag for their opportunity to 
acquire one of the many coveted gifts. 

Having been instructed to retain 
their tickets, everyone waited on pins 
and needles at the end of the evening for 
the grand prize drawings. The winners 
were: 42 inch Plasma TV: Jock Spencer; 
37 inch HD TV with surround sound: 
Cleofas Yzaguirre; 42 inch HD TV: 
Katira Santana; HP Touch 2008 Smart 
PC: Shiela Aguilar; 50 inch Plasma HD 
TV: Isabel Garza; 58 inch Plasma TV: 
Raymond Garza Sr.; Kenmore Gas Grill: 
Pete Aguilar Jr.; 58 inch Panasonic TV: 
Larry Motlow; Gas Grill: Amy 
Yzaguirre; Bahamas cruise for two: 

Mary Lou Alvarado. 

Last, but not least, was the 
much sought after 4-wheeler from the 
office of Chairman Mitchell Cypress. 
Following a hard shaking of the tumbler 
and digging deep into the bottom for a 
number, the suspense in the room 
mounted. A drum roll finally preceded 
the announcement that Cecilia Pequeno 
held the winning ticket. 


Agnes Cypress gives Santa Claus a hug. 


Judy Weeks 

Santa Claus gives Louise Motlow a big hug along 
with her Christmas present. 


Judy Weeks 

Immokalee Preschool staff and students surround Santa 
Claus at their Christmas Party. 


Judy 

Santa gets a Christmas list from Willie Smith as he 
caresses his new basketball. 


Judy Weeks 

Immokalee 4-H Coordinator Moleana Mora begins 
handing out Christmas presents. 









The Seminole Tribune 


35 


January 18, 2008 





Naples Community Hosts Christmas Party 




By Judy Weeks 

NAPLES — Members of the 
Naples community met on the Collier 
County Museum grounds on the evening 
of Dec. 9, 2007, to celebrate their annual 
Christmas get together. A party tent had 
been erected beside the chickee pavilion 
and was decorated for the holidays. 

A beautiful Christmas tree 
surrounded by wrapped packages await- 
ed the younger members of the commu- 
nity and provided a beautiful background 
for family portraits. A clown roamed 
around the lawn making balloon animals 
and toys for the younger children and 
playing games. 

Suddenly a tall, thin man 
appeared from the shadows with a black 
satchel and began setting up a small table 
on the stage in front of the chickee. 
Catching their interest, the children gath- 
ered around him and began asking ques- 
tions. His response was to pull up a 
bench and watch closely. 

Performing several slight of 
hand tricks, magician Dyke Stabler capti- 
vated his young audience. Before long he 
had four benches of children closely 
watching his every move and attempting 
to determine how he managed to trans- 
port coins through glass and sealed 
boxes. Asking for volunteers, he allowed 
the children to assist him in his deception 
techniques. 

While the youngsters were 
entertained, the adults enjoyed an elegant 
dinner and brought each other up to date 
on the current activities in their lives. 
Since the previous year, graduations had 
taken place and new babies had been 
bom. 

Tahama Osceola and 
Ingraham Billie Jr. reminisced about 


growing up in villages along the 
Tamiami Trail on the meager income 
their families had derived from the 
tourist trade and labor in the farm fields. 
The Christmases of that era were no 
comparison to the gala events of the 
present day. 

Naples Liaison O.B. Osceola 
Jr. recalled the Christmas parties in the 
village of his grandfather, Cory Osceola. 

“Family members and friends 
would come from far and wide to attend 
his gatherings,” he said. “My grandmoth- 
er, her sister Annie, and my Aunt 
Tahama would spend all day cooking 
over the fire to prepare a feast for the 
annual event. If I close my eyes, I can 
hear the grinding of the com for sofkee 
and smell the wood smoke from the 
fire.” 

OB Sr. remarked: “My father 
used to travel to the trade stores in 
Miami and buy cloth, beads and rickrack 
to give away as gifts. On the day before 
the party, he would go for a truck load of 
oranges, bags of hard candy and nuts for 
the children to shell. I would spend all 
afternoon running around with my broth- 
ers, sisters and cousins, playing ball and 
waiting for night time and the simple 
gifts that our parents had made for us. 
The best part was gathering around the 
fire at night and listening to our elders 
talk. Those were wonderful times.” 

The children enjoyed a kid 
friendly buffet and then, upon hearing 
that Santa had arrived, they ran for their 
seats in front of the present laden tables 
next to the chickee. As OB Osceola Jr. 
called out their names, they stepped for- 
ward one by one to claim their packages 
and take a turn on Santa Claus’ knee. 

Adults received raffle tickets 


family. 

for the occasion and waited patiently for 
their number to be called. Tools, appli- 
ances, household goods, iPods®, jewelry, 
camcorders, DVD players, cameras and 
luxury items were dispensed. 

Returning the raffle tickets to 
the jar for another drawing, the lucky 
winners of the door prizes were: 37 inch 
plasma TV: Ingraham Billie Jr.; 42 inch 
plasma TV: Naomi Waldron; 42 inch 
plasma TV: Tina Osceola, a 37 inch TV: 
Wanda Zepeda. 


The boys and girls were captivated by the magician. 


President’s Christmas Luncheon 


Judy Weeks 

Santa Claus turns the tables on Brian 
Zepeda when he climbs on his knee. 





Chariman ’s Office Holiday Luncheon 


(L-R, Back Row) Executive Assistant S.R. Tommie, Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress, Assistant Debbie Johnson, Interior Designer Philip DeFrancesco (L-R, 
Front Row) Reception/Office Assistant Patricia M'Sadoques and Office 
Coordinator Renee Morales. 


The Chairman displays a gift he recieved from his staff. 


The staff enjoyed lunch at Ruth’s Chris Steak House in Ft. Lauderdale. 


William Osceola Hosts Trail Party 



President Richard Bowers Jr. welcomes guests to his Christmas luncheon. 




Felix DoBosz 


(L-R) Zach Battiest, Trail Liaison William 
Osceola and Spencer Battiest. 



(L-R) William Osceola and Holly Tiger-Bowers 
announce the winners of the door prizes. 



Felix DoBosz 

The Andy Buster Band plays some holiday favorites for the audience. 


Felix DoBosz 

T-shirts were distributed to commemorate the 
Christmas luncheon. 


(L-R) Hollywood Board Rep. Gloria Wilson and 
special guest Eleanor Sobel, Democratic candi- 
date for State Representative. 




Felix DoBosz 

Connie Gowen waits in line with the youngsters 
to see Santa Claus. 


Felix DoBosz 

Non-Resident Liaison Holly Tiger-Bowers and 
son Jarred Cypress. 
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Pemayetv Emahakv School 
Students Receive Awards 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — With an excit- 
ing announcement, Principal Russell 
Brown kicked off the Student Awards 
Assembly for the end of the second nine 
weeks on Jan. 18 at Pemayetv Emahakv 
Charter School, telling the audience the 
school achieved a 93 percent attendance 
rate in 2007. 

“It is because of your help,” he 
told the parents who filled the room. “I 
hope we continue to see the children 
coming to school. We are really seeing 
results.” 

Brown also told the parents 
more than half of the students stay after 
school for tutoring twice weekly. 

“It has helped children strength- 
en academic areas where they are weak,” 
he said. “I am very comfortable and 
pleased with the learning rate of the stu- 
dents,” he said. 

Each of the kindergarten 


through fifth grade classes came in sepa- 
rately to the school’s Community Room 
where folding chairs were set up for their 
parents. The students sat on the floor 
while their teachers gave out the awards. 
Pride, anticipation and excitement shone 
in the eyes of the youth as they went for- 
ward to receive their awards and have 
their photos taken. 

Six times during the day, start- 
ing at 11:15 a.m., Brown welcomed new 
groups of parents as one class left and 
the next one arrived. He used these 
moments to tell the parents they are wel- 
come to visit the school on a daily basis 
and to volunteer. He also thanked parents 
for working with the school to get the 
best education for their children they can 
get. 

“I have been talking to teachers 
and they say the children are doing a 
great job getting their homework done,” 
said Brown. 


Student Howard Hunter holds up his certificate for his parents to see. 


He told parents of the third, 
fourth and fifth graders that teachers 


Tests (FCAT) from day one. 

“We built it into our curriculum 


started preparing their classes to pass the so there is no pressure at the end when 


statewide assessments in May known a 
the Florida Comprehensive Achievement 


tests have to be taken,” said Brown. 

See AWARDS, page 12 


By Chris Jenkins 

FORT PIERCE — The Tribal 
Council met on the Fort Pierce 
Reservation’s Chupco Youth Ranch for 
their regularly scheduled meeting on Jan. 
17. They passed 21 resolutions including: 

Resolution 17: Service line agree- 
ment (1,150’ x 10’) between Florida Power 
and Light and Dana Osceola - Brighton 
Seminole Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 18: Service line agree- 
ment (1,480’ x 25’) 
between Glades 
Electric Cooperative 
and Terry Johns 
Hahn - Brighton 
Seminole Indian 
Reservation; 

Resolution 

19: Third Amendment 
to the Twentieth Annual 
Work Plan submitted to the 
South Florida Water Management District 
by the Seminole Tribe of Florida; 

Resolution 20: United States 
Environmental Protection Agency grant 
application to fund the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida Storm Water Reservoir on 
Brighton Seminole Indian Reservation 
Section 319 competitive grant program 
proposal for Tribal fiscal year 2008; 

Resolution 21 : Approval of 
Biscayne Yacht Charters, Inc. agreement 
for Winterfest Boat Parade; ratification of 
execution of the agreement; 

Resolution 22: Ratification of the 
Seminole Tribe filming permission letter 
granting Bayerischer Rundfunk permission 
to film a television show on the Big 
Cypress Seminole Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 23: Holly Tiger- 
Bowers appointment to the Seminole 
Tribal Gaming Commission; 

Resolution 24: To create a spon- 
sorship program for adult athletes who are 
members of the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
participating in professional and semi-pro- 
fessional sports; 

Resolution 25: Business lease 
between Deborah Griffin (lessor) and 
Seminole Tribe of Florida (lessee) for 
office space currently utilized by 
Information Technology; 

Resolution 26: Revocable permit 
between Seminole Tribe of Florida (per- 
mittor) and Florida Trail Association, Inc. 
(permittee) - Big Cypress Seminole Indian 
Reservation; and 

Resolution 27: Seminole Tribe of 
Florida Comprehensive Emergency 
Management Plan (CEMP) adoption. 
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Victoria ‘Tori’ Osceola sings the National Anthem before an audience of 
more than 7,000 spectators at the Florida Everblades hockey game. 

Victoria Osceola Sings National 
Anthem in Front of Thousands 

Nine Year Old Wows Fans with A Capella Rendition 


By Judy Weeks 

FT. MYERS — Naples 
community member Victoria “Tori” 
Osceola confidently followed the 
red carpet onto the ice at the 
Germain Arena on Jan. 15, at the 
opening of the Florida Everblades 
hockey game. Singing the National 
Anthem before a crowd of more 
than 7,000 fans, the 9 year old did 
an awesome job. 

Expecting musical accom- 
paniment, Tori was astounded at the 
last minute to learn that she would 
be singing a capella, but did not 
allow this to affect her flawless 
presentation. The audience respond- 
ed with overwhelming applause to 
her solo performance. 

Tori is the daughter of 
Naples Liaison O.B. Osceola Jr. and 
is not new to the world of entertain- 


ment. Showing a great deal of 
promise at an early age, she began 
taking modeling, acting and singing 
lessons when she was 5 years old. 

In just four years time, she has 
competed in numerous competitions 
across the country and this was not 
her first large public exhibition. 

Having studied in Los 
Angeles for a short time, she has 
enjoyed the privilege of an agent 
and plans to pursue a career in the 
field of entertainment. Currently, 
her parents are looking into a pri- 
vate school of the arts from which 
she could benefit. 

Obviously, Tori does not 
allow her extra curricular activities 
to interfere with her education. She 
is a student at the Seagate Public 
Elementary School in Naples, 
where she maintains a 3.0 GPA. 


Judy Weeks 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress sounds the horn as participants begin the race. 


Big Cypress Hosts, Wins 
8th Annual Rez Rally 

Reservations 451 Participants Claim Victory 


By Judy Weeks 

BIG CYPRESS — The 8th 
Annual Reservation Rally was hosted this 
year by the Big Cypress Reservation on 
Jan. 19. Participants from all reservations 
climbed out of bed in the early morning 
darkness to find that a heavy layer of dense 
fog had descended upon South Florida. 

The danger of the situation was immediate- 
ly apparent, but the participants didn’t 
allow this to prevent them from reaching 
their destination. 

A steady stream of headlights 
slowly materialized out of the fog, as 
bumper to bumper traffic made its way up 
Snake Road to the Casino parking area 
between 6:30 and 7:30 a.m. The arrival of 
daylight only changed the visibility from 
dark grey to light grey while shuttle buses 
moved the participants to the registration 
tent at the Museum parking lot. 

Registration hnes were long right 


up until 7:30 a.m. because of weather 
delays, but eventually the task was com- 
pleted. Wholesome breakfast snacks were 
served throughout the morning in order to 
supply the necessary nourishment and flu- 
ids to maintain blood sugar levels during 
the long walk. 

Big Cypress Council Rep. David 
Cypress addressed the multitude assembled 
for the Rez Rally and wished them suc- 
cess. 

“On behalf of Big Cypress, I want 
to welcome all of you who have traveled 
from Hollywood, Brighton, Immokalee, 
Tampa, Ft. Pierce and even the Trail to join 
us,” he said. “Your sacrifice to come such 
a great distance so early in the morning 
speaks for itself. 

“Surveying your team T-shirts, I 
feel an overwhelming pride at your dedica- 

❖ See REZ RALLY, page 19 


Council Meets at 
Chupco Ranch 


37th Annual Seminole Tribal Fair 

Billie, Bowers Take the Crowns for 2008-2009 


Marisol Gonzalez 

Little Mr. Seminole Santiago E. Billie and Little Miss Seminole Brianna A. Bowers 2008 

❖ See pages 33-39 for full Tribal Fair coverage 
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Editorial 


The Culture of Gallup, Part Two 


Letters ■ Naak-enchaok-hoclieshfeeke 


Dear Editor, 

I am a Seminole Tribal member 
and a chickee builder. I rely on this busi- 
ness to support my family. In recent years, 
my business has declined, mostly due to 
non- Indians starting the trade. 

When I travel down the roads, I 
notice trucks loaded with cypress logs and 
trailers full of palm fronds. These trucks 
are not owned or driven by my fellow 
Seminoles, but rather, the non-Indians, 
mostly Hispanics. 

I believe we, as Seminoles, are 
losing our culture by allowing the non- 
Indians to take over this trade. We are 
allowing this to happen when most of us 
sell the goods to them also. We need to 
wake up and band together and formulate a 
strategy to seize non-Indian builders. 

Sincerely, 


An authentic Seminole chickee 

builder 
Dear Editor, 

Thank you very much for sending 
my students study materials. They called 
The Seminole Tribune offices and request- 
ed any material you could send them relat- 
ing to your Tribe’s current events, issues, 
challenges, or victories the Seminole Tribe 
has received in recent history. The students 
did a fine job presenting these materials to 
the rest of the class. Thank you again for 
helping my students learn beyond the his- 
tory books. 

Sincerely, 

Jill Reifscheneider 

5/6 Grade Teacher 

Community School 

Kirkland, Wash. 


Tribune Submission Form 
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provided below. If you have any questions about deadlines, etc., please call 
The Seminole Tribune at (954) 985-5702, Ext. 2, between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
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By Dr. Dean Chavers 

[Editor s Note: This is Part 2 of a 
two-part series. Part 1 was printed in the 
Jan. 18 issue. Dr. Dean Chavers is director 
of Catching the Dream, a national scholar- 
ship and school improvement organization 
in Albuquerque, N.M. He welcomes your 
comments on this column, inquiries about 
scholarships, and inquiries about Catching 
the Dream grants. His e-mail address is 
CTD4DeanChavers@aol.com. The opin- 
ions he expresses are his own. © Copyright 
2008] 

Last month I wrote in this column 
about the culture of Gallup, N.M. This 
reservation border town on the edge of the 
Navajo, Zuni, Hopi, and Acoma 
Reservations, brings in more than $400 
million a year from the reservations. 

The town gives back little, if any- 
thing, to the reservations. Twenty years ago 
one of the Tribes asked me how to raise 
money in Gallup. I spent a day giving them 
a seminar on how to do it. Find the most 
important person, I said, make friends with 
his best friend, and get the best friend to 
ask him to chair a fund raising campaign. 

Unfortunately, instead of doing it 
the way I suggested, the Tribe decided to 
show up at the big man’s office with a del- 
egation of people from the Tribe. The big 
man was Pat Gurley, the owner of the 
largest Ford truck dealership in the world. 

When this delegation of five 
Indians showed up at his office unan- 
nounced, and with no appointment, he 
threw them out. I’m sure both are still 
mystified about what happened. Gurley 
thought he had been sandbagged; the Tribe 
had not laid its groundwork properly. And 
the Tribe thinks Pat Gurley is an anti- 
Indian bully, a lout, and an insensitive 
man. What a shame. 

People have told me for years that 
Gallup does not want Indians to be educat- 
ed. I believe it. The 350 millionaires in that 
town don’t want Indians to be able to 
escape the wage slave labor they are 
locked in now. Without them the million- 
aires, including the 80 Indian jewelry man- 
ufacturers, would be much less powerful. 

Jewelry is not the only industry, 
of course. Pawn shops, trading posts, 
motels, and grocery stores are also big 
money makers. The motel I have stayed in 
for 25 years is owned by a man from India 
who owns six motels. I saw him in a 
restaurant 15 years ago paying his lunch 
bill; he pulled out a bank roll that would 
choke an elephant. 

In the winter things are tight in 
the motel business. You can get a room 
anywhere, mostly for under $50. But in the 
summer prices double and the places are 
full. One of the motel managers told me 
last summer that they were running 98 per- 
cent occupancy. That means that someone 
is getting rich. 

My aunt and her husband owned a 
motel in Phoenix in the 1960s and 1970s. 
When they bought it, occupancy was 80 
percent. Within seven years they built it to 
98 percent, and sold it for three times what 
they paid for it. Motels can be money mak- 
ers. 

For years the school board in 
Gallup had four Anglo or Hispanic mem- 
bers, and one Indian. He was a harmless 
old Navajo who never challenged the sys- 
tem. He went along to get along, never 
pushing the envelope. 

Then, 10 years ago, the National 
Indian Youth Council won a lawsuit chang- 
ing the way school board members were 
elected. Instead of having at-large elec- 
tions, which let people in Gallup always 
win, the court ordered the district to go to 
single-member districts. That meant a dis- 
trict with a large Indian enrollment could 
elect an Indian. In the next election, the 
vote put three Indians and two whites on 
the board. 

Within a year the Indians had let 
the symbol of the old guard, Ramon Vigil, 
go. He was the boy wonder of his day, 
being hired as superintendent in his early 
thirties. When the board let him go after 
more than a decade in office, Ramon was 


only 42. He decided to go to law school. 

He represented the old families of 
Gallup. The really important families are 
either Anglo or Hispanic. While there are 
some Persians and East Indians who are 
important in business, none of them runs 
the city, the sheriff’s department, or the 
school district. Ramon was clearly 
Hispanic. 

The board replaced him with Bob 
Gomez, who served for six years. One of 
the Indian board members switched her 
vote at the last moment, choosing Gomez 
over Dr. Joe Martin, a Navajo. 

The schools did improve some- 
what under Gomez, who was outspoken 
about things. But when he retired and 
moved back to California, the next person 
in line, Karen White, was clearly from the 
old school. Things went back to business 
as usual. After two and a half years, the 
Board let her go in the middle of the year 
and put in an interim. They are looking for 
a superintendent now. The schools actually 
regressed under Karen. Only two of the 3 1 
schools met the minimum requirements. 

The Gurleys, the Tanners, the 
Ortegas, and the Vigils run Gallup. They 
select the mayor and the school superinten- 
dent, using their people on the city council 
and the school board. They are just like the 
five families who ran Muskogee, Okla., 
when I was president of Bacone College. 

When a young man in Muskogee 
wanted to run for mayor, he told several of 
his friends. One of them went to the leader 
of one of the five families and told him the 
young man wanted to run. 

“How can he run?” the leader 
asked. “I don’t even know him.” 

This is the same thing Averill 
Harriman said about Jimmy Carter when 
Jimmy wanted to run for President of the 



U.S. in 1975. Harriman went to his grave 
disturbed about how Carter could run and 
win without his blessing. He had picked 
presidents for decades by that time. 

In 1970, a bunch of us from 
Alcatraz went to Gallup to protest the 
inhuman conditions that Indians working 
in the Gallup InterTribal Ceremonial had to 
live and work in. The Navajo youth had 
invited us there; the National Indian Youth 
Council hosted us. 

We spent a week there, during 
which time we got kicked out of several 
bars. As soon as we walked into some of 
them, they would kick us out without serv- 
ing us. The word had gotten around town. 
The conditions did get a little better as the 
result of our demonstrations. The Gallup 
Ceremonial is still one of the biggest 
money makers for the city, pulling tens of 
millions each August to the one week 
event. 

The population of the city itself is 
36.6 percent native. Even with this large 
percentage, there have never been any 
Native people on the City Council. Those 
seats are reserved for whites and 
Hispanics. 

Gallup is still a little frontier town 
living off Indians. So are Farmington, 
Holbrook, Winslow, Page, Flagstaff, 
Muskogee, Tahlequah, Anadarko and 
Chadron. Maybe sometime they will show 
some appreciation for the people who sup- 
port them, instead of throwing us in jail, 
throwing our kids out of school, arresting 
us by the tens of thousands every night, 
and calling us names. 

But I know as surely as I write 
this that somewhere right now there are 
groups of people scheming to develop 
ways to keep Indians off the Gallup City 
Council, on the poverty line, and in debt. 


Modern American 
Indian Leaders 

By Dean Chavers, Ph.D. 

The stories of 87 Indian 
leaders of the modern age. 
Tribal leaders, war heroes, 
literary heroes, education 
heroes, sports heroes, move- 
ment heroes, religious 
heroes, and other heroes. A 
MUST for every school and 
college library and Indian 
Studies program. Hardback, 
two volumes, 792 pages, 40 
pictures. Available at 
www.mellenpress.com. Order 
your copy today! 


Photo Challenge Answer 



Celebrating Christmas in 1939 at the Brighton Day School was (L-R, Standing) 
Harry Tommie, Jack Micco, Frances Tigertail Dehass, Alice Micco Snow, Leoda 
Jumper Osceola, (L-R, Seated) Casey Bowers, Storeman Osceola. 


The Seminole Tribune 

I f you need a reporter or you would like to submit an article, birthday wish or 
poem to The Seminole Tribune, please contact the Editor-In-Chief Virginia 
Mitchell at (800) 683-7800, Ext. 10725, fax (954) 965-2937, or mail to: The 
Sem in ole Tribune, 3560 N. State Road 7, Hollywood, Florida 33021 


T he following deadlines apply to 
all submissions for inclusion 
into The Seminole Tribune : 

Issue: March 28, 2008 

Deadline: March 12, 2008 

Issue: April 25, 2008 

Deadline: April 9, 2008 

Issue: May 30, 2008 

Deadline: May 14, 2008 

Please note: Late submissions will be 
posted in the following issue. 

Advertising: 

Advertising rates along with sizes and 
other information may be downloaded 
from the internet at: 
www. seminoletribe . com/tribune 

Postmaster: 

Send Address Changes to: 

The Sem in ole Tribune 
3560 N. State Road 7 
Hollywood, FL 33021 


Editor-In-Chief: Virginia Mitchell 
Editor: Elizabeth Leiba 
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Reporters: Marisol Gonzalez, 
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Susan Etxebarria, Elgin Jumper, 
Gordon Oliver Wareham 


The Seminole Tribune 

is a member of the Native American 
Journalists Association. Letters/e-mails 
to the editor must be signed and may be 
edited for publication. Subscription rate 
is $35 per year by mail. Make checks 
payable to The Seminole Tribune, 3560 
N. State Rd. 7, Hollywood, FL 33021 
Phone: (954) 985-5702 
Fax: (954) 965-2937 
Or subscribe on the Internet at 
www.seminoletribe.com 

© 2007 Seminole Tribe of Florida 


New Seminole Tribune Advertising Rates 

Please be advised of following advertising rates for 2008. 

The Seminole Tribune remains your best advertising value. Each colorful addition comes out every month and 
your message will reach more than 6,000 readers, including a complimentary copy delivered to each room in the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino. Join us and see why The Seminole Tribune is known as the most colorful newspa- 
per in Indian Country. 

The Seminole Tribune reserves the right to approve or deny any content to be published in The Seminole Tribune 
or refuse an ad sale to an individual or business. 


Per Issue - Per Ad - 

B/W 

Color 

Full Page (12.75”w x 20.75”h) 

. .$900 . . . . 

$945 

Half Page (Horizontal 12.75”w x 10.312”h) (Vertical 6.312”w x 20.75”h) . 

. .$500 . . . . 

$525 

Quarter Page (6.312”w x 10.312”h) 

. .$300 . . . . 

$315 

Eighth Page (6.312”w x 5.093”h) 

. .$200 . . . . 

$210 

Classified Ad* (Placement Fee) 

. . .$15 


(*Per Word) 

. $0.25 



Bulk Rates fB/W) 


Continuous Run 

6 Months 

1 Year 


(6 issues) 

(12 issues) 

Full Page 

$5,130 

$9,720 

Half Page 

$2,850 

$5,400 

Quarter Page 

$1,710 

$3,240 

Eighth Page 

$1,140 

$2,160 

*Payment in fall is required it 

n order to obtain discounted bulk rate 


Ad Submissions 

Send completed ad design to 
msherman@semtribe.com or 
mail to 3560 North State Road 7, 
Hollywood, Florida, 33021, 
attention: Seminole Tribune. 
Digital artwork must be PC 
compatible in uncompressed 
tif, pdf, psd, ai, eps, or jpg. 
Resolution must be at 300 DPI. 
No faxed artwork or com- 
pressed flies, please. 

Items not meeting these 

We except cash, check or credit card 


specifications will be 
redesigned and will incur 
design fees. 

Ad Design Services 
Let us design your ad! If 
you don’t have the design 
resources we can design your ad 
for you. Just send us your art- 
work, logos, and content. 

The rate is $45 per hour with 
a one hour minimum; Rush rate 
is $65 per hour. (954) 985-5702, 
Ext. 4. 
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MILLENIUM LIMO, INC. 

www.milleniumlimo.com 

Over 18 Hummers, Cbryslers, Mercedes and Escalades to choose from! 
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Tribal Council Meets for Special Session 

By Chris Jenkins The Seminole Police Department also intro- 

BIG CYPRESS — The Tribal Council met duced five new officers to its force: Ed Taylor, John 

on the Big Cypress Reservation on Jan. 10 for a spe- Auer, Gerald Meisenheimer, Michael Browne and 
cial session. They passed eight resolutions. John Wilson. 
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STOF, Inc. Meets for Special Session 


By Chris Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD— The Tribal Board of 
Directors met for a special session on the Hollywood 
Reservation on Jan. 30. They passed four resolutions 
from the agenda, including: 

Resolution 5: Assumption of the Big Cypress 
Rock Pit Enterprise from the Seminole Tribe of 


Florida; 

Resolution 6: Assumption of the administra- 
tive oversight of the Eastern Indian Rodeo 
Association; and 

Resolution 7 : Assumption of the Tampa 
Smoke Shop Pit Enterprise from the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida. 


Special Council Meeting Held in Hollywood 


By Chris Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD — The Tribal Council met 
on Feb. 5 on the Hollywood Reservation for a special 
session, passing three resolutions: 

Resolution 4: Approval of transaction docu- 
ments to be executed in connection with the issuance 
of the Seminole Tribe of Florida’s special obligation 


bonds, series 2008A; limited wavier of sovereign 
immunity; 

Resolution 5: IGT master lease agreement; 
ratification; limited wavier of Tribal sovereign immu- 
nity; and 

Resolution 6: Bally Gaming, Inc., master 
lease agreement; ratification. 
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SPD ’s New Unit Focuses on Agriculture 


Submitted by Seminole Police Department 

The majority of the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida’s land consists of some type of agricultural 
activity with large open fields and pasture lands. A 
large part of the Seminole culture consists of nature 
and wildlife existing in harmony with each other. 
Protecting Tribal lands and the environment 
is essential in preserving the Seminole 
way of life. 

In an effort to further these 
beliefs a new Seminole Police 
Dept. (SPD) unit which will spe- 
cialize in agricultural, livestock, 
and farming issues. 

This Agricultural Unit 
will he proactive, utilizing 
crime prevention methods to 
investigate related crimes on 
Seminole lands. The unit will 
concentrate their efforts in Big 
Cypress, Immokalee and Brighton; 
however, will investigate crimes at all 
reservations. 

The Agricultural Unit will he 
responsible for the following: Investigations of bur- 
glaries, thefts and criminal mischief on farm lands; 
Investigations of allegations dealing with animal cru- 
elty and neglect; Gathering intelligence on cultiva- 
tion of illegal substances; Inspections of groves, fruit 


stands, transportation of produce and plants; 
Inspection of vehicles transporting livestock for 
proper documentation; Gathering lost and loose live- 
stock; Assisting federal, state and local wildlife agen- 
cies; Search and rescue activities; Investigating 
wildlife issues which are criminal in nature; 

Investigating illegal dumping of chemical 
or farm-related materials; and Working 
with other Seminole Tribe of Florida 
departments. 

The Agricultural Unit 
will utilize a community-orient- 
ed policing philosophy in rural 
and agricultural areas of the 
reservations. This will provide 
Tribal citizens, business own- 
ers and employees a central 
location to voice their opinions, 
ideas and concerns they may 
have. 

Tribal citizens are encour- 
aged to report any violations, such as 
illegal dumping, to the Agricultural 
Unit’s attention. 

Sergeant Richard Carley and Officer Warren 
Melhome have been assigned to the Agricultural 
Unit. Anyone who wishes to speak with them con- 
cerning agriculture, livestock or farming, should con- 
tact them directly at (863) 983-2285. 


FREE PICKUP 4 DELIVERY TO SEMINOLE 
HOLLYWOOD 4 BIG CYPRESS RESERVATIONS 
rm THt: 


r 1 UJF 


4 1 m CMi hr tid. £ Kt. - i>j * hi, 1 1 SJ& 34 M* r ' ' I a fn 

www.Bruohiircl'iTiFlcinpiiri'i-.LiHm *!t ( i! . 

( 954 ) 436-9905 


CH 5E 1 45HF 


FREE Coos t Guard Ki+I ($600 Value) 

hil include: l humpefi, 40 jnrhnr, flarr Ml. Blp mlsfllnw nihliwbin. 
d(n h linn jn4 fur- eiEin^unhrf. I'WNh Hw purriusr of any new hujl.r 

imstK&oo 

RXPnSHP 

ML5.i.P.$11 F 194 

WWtWW 




The Seminole Tribune 





4 






February 29, 

2008 

/ 

% 

w 

J+\ 

\ / 
/\ 

w 

/\ 

\ / 

S / 
✓ \ 

\/ 

/V 

‘Communify'News 

X 

W 

/\ 

w 

w 

/A 

w 

/A 

X / 
/A 

B 



Elgin Jumper 

Patchwork artist Regina Jumper Thinn stands in between two of her wall hangings “Spring and Summer.” 


Seminole Artists Exhibition Opening Held atBCC 


By Elgin Jumper 

PEMBROKE PINES, Fla. — Seminole art 
and culture is alive and well! As part of the ongoing 
“Seminole Project,” Broward Community College’s 
South Campus hosted the opening reception for the 
Seminole Artist Exhibition on the night of Jan. 17. 

This exhibit ran through Feb. 22 in the Art Gallery, 
located in the Building 69 Complex on the campus. 

The Seminole artists presenting in this exhi- 
bition were: Carol Cypress, myself, Regina Jumper- 
Thinn, Jessica Osceola, Samuel Tommie, Gordon 
Oliver Wareham and Pedro Zepeda. 

On opening night the artists met in Lecture 
Hall 133, where they introduced themselves and dis- 
cussed their artwork, while the crucial answering of 
questions was reserved for later on in the gallery. 
Gordon Oliver Wareham and William Cypress both 
provided Seminole flute stylings as well. 

“I enjoy doing this very much,” said Carol 
Cypress from Big Cypress, explaining her beadwork 
to the audience, as well as her storytelling, and a host 
of other culturally-oriented endeavors. “For a woman, 
you have to be a certain age to do it. I’m at that age 
now.” 

Dr. Kyra Belan, director of the Visual Arts 
Dept., has been an ardent promoter for the Seminole 
Project, diligently applying for grants and acquiring 
much-needed funds, as well as inviting the Seminole 
artists and organizing this unique exhibition. 
Simultaneously, she worked in close collaboration 
with the artists, BCC faculty and student gallery work- 
ers. 

As far as the history of the ongoing project 
goes, there was a “Seminole Presence at BCC Art and 
Poetry Presentation” back in March 2006, an opening 
for a “Student Chickee Study Area” in early 
September 2006, as well as the “First Annual 
Seminole Arts & Culture Symposium,” held the same 
month. It was an exhilarating time for Seminole art 
and culture, and hopes and prospects for the future for 
the same are rather encouraging, to say the least. 

These unforgettable events took place in 
close accord with the Seminole Tribe’s celebrating of 
the 50th anniversary of the signing of the Constitution 



Elgin Jumper 

Artist Samuel Tommie encourages audience mem- 
bers to connect with their subconscious, as he also 
discusses his paintings and drawings. 


and Corporate Charter. To be sure, participation by 
Seminole artists, musicians, Tribal citizens and chick- 
ee builders was incredible throughout. 

“This is a group of Seminole artists who are 
showing different aspects of art that are tied in some 
way or another to either tradition or modernism,” 
explained Dr. Belan, during an interview in the Visual 
Arts Dept. “A kind of mixture of artists that cover 
areas such as drawing, painting, sculpture, photogra- 
phy and wall hangings.” 

The exposure of Seminole arts and culture, 
noted Dr. Belan, is therefore central to the opening 
reception and subsequent exhibition and will definite- 
ly go far in educating students as well as faculty and 
the community. “In my opinion,” indicated Dr. Belan, 
“this exhibition has to have that educational compo- 
nent.” 

As each artist then took the podium to con- 
tribute their words, one could sense the hush and 
attentiveness of the crowd of Tribal citizens, art con- 
noisseurs, art students, professors and faculty mem- 
bers. It was a splendid turnout. 

“I was encouraged to do wall hangings with 
my craft, with my designs,” revealed artist Regina 
Jumper- Thinn of the Hollywood Reservation, “ft took 
me about a month to create the four I have in the 
exhibition.” 

Yet photography, a passion she nurtured for 
years, explained Jumper-Thinn, is also an interest 
she’d like to become even more involved in. 

Next up to the podium was sculptor Jessica 
Osceola from the Naples community. 

“I like to challenge myself,” said Osceola, 
shedding light on the ideas informing her work. “I like 


to use different materials, even incorporating sweet 
grass into, like, say, a welded sculpture.” 

“I’m hoping you can remember me and my 
artwork and follow me as my work develops and 
changes,” said Big Cypress reservation-based artist, 
Samuel Tommie. The crowd listened with rapt atten- 
tion as the artists described their art, but expounded on 
the virtues of Seminole arts and culture. 

Photographer/storyteller Gordon Oliver 
Wareham was next to address the gathering. 



Elgin Jumper 

Jessica Osceola stands next to her mixed media 
sculpture “The Deer Lady.” 


“I see these little kids walking around with 
digital cameras nowadays, which is fantastic,” said 
Wareham. “You’re seeing the world through then- 
eyes. When I take pictures, you’re seeing the world 
through my eyes, how I see the world. The connection 
is amazing! That bond is special: the artist, the cam- 
era, and the person and subject!” 

Next up, was sculptor Pedro Zepeda from the 
Naples community. 

“I do many other art forms but I mainly focus 
on sculpture,” he said. “I’m working towards becom- 
ing a full-time artist, because I do have a regular 9 to 
5 job also, so that kind of makes it tough to make art 
sometimes. But in my art, I try to look at things differ- 
ently than they’ve been looked at in the past, to take a 
fresh view.” 

It is extremely uplifting for me to see 
Seminole artists showing their artwork collectively, 
and with a clear group consciousness to boot, and 
though my artwork is now divided into examinations 
of both traditional and contemporary painting, I must 
say, it couldn’t be more pleasing. 

With studies of “the Old Masters” and new 
arts and techniques, it remains ever-stimulating, and is 
still able to arouse the most profound feelings of awe 
and wonder. Indeed it has been — and continues to be 
— a wondrous journey, not only visually, but intellec- 
tually and culturally as well. 

“I think it’s great to be able to show collec- 
tively,” said Pedro Zepeda during the opening recep- 
tion. “ft gives us a collective image, and makes this 
‘Seminole Renaissance’ of ours a more viable move- 
ment now. We definitely had a big attendance 
tonight.” 



Musician William Cypress plays his flute for the 
BCC gallery visitors at the Seminole Art Exhibit. 


Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum Receives Doll Donation 





the remote Seminole villages in the Everglades during 
the first half of the 20th Century. A dear friend of the 
Seminoles, Bedell offered minor medical assistance, 
transportation and an outlet for the sale of their hand- 
made crafts as she administered to them. Unlike many 
missionaries she was very well accepted among the 
Seminoles because she did not aggressively attempt to 
force her religion on them. 

At some point prior to the 1930s retirement 
of Anna Lewis to a house in Estero, Deaconess Bedell 
presented these dolls to her as a gift. Counting them 
among her prized possessions, she took them with her 
to Estero. Last year Ms. Lewis’ house was donated to 
the Park and preparations were made to have it moved 
into a new location. The dolls had previously come 
into the possession of the College of Life Foundation 
Museum. 

Carefully handing the box containing the 
dolls to Tina Osceola, Charles Dauray said, “Six years 
ago we began a review of our archives and artifacts 
and during the process determined that these were not 
germane to Koreshan history. 

“In all fairness, it was evident that the dolls 
should be returned to their origins. Our Board mem- 
bers gave deliberation to the matter and recognizing 
the stewardship and pride that the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida takes in preserving its artifacts, they decided to 
donate them to you.” 

Tina Osceola responded: “We are extremely 
grateful for your generosity. As avid collectors of our 
own antiquities, we often find that we are driving up 


Judy Weeks 

Director of Museums Tina Osceola holds the early 
1900s dolls up for observation by the spectators. 


the cost of acquiring many significant pieces, which 
makes it impossible to obtain, preserve and provide 
the spiritual atmosphere for their existence.” 

Carefully removing the dolls from the box, 
Osceola held them up for examination. 

“Unfortunately, there will be no way to deter- 
mine the exact origin of these beautiful ladies, she 
said. “However, the style and cloth involved indicate 
the 1900 to 1920s era.” 

Holding the 
dolls with reverence, 
Osceola said: “Since 
these ladies come to us 
without identification, I 
would like to name them 
after my Grandmother 
Juanita Osceola and her 
sister Annie Billie. 
Matriarchs of their socie- 
ty, they were bom during 
the era of these dolls and 
were friends of 
Deaconess Bedell, who 
had a major impact on 
developing the handi- 
craft souvenir trade 
which sustained the 
Seminole people for 
many years.” 

“The dolls are in 
very good condition, 
although fragile with 
age,” concluded Osceola, 
as she handed them to 
Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
Registrar Robin Kilgore. “They will be placed in our 
curatorial vault for preservation for future genera- 
tions.” 


Judy Weeks 

Charles Dauray transfers responsibility for the 
antique Seminole dolls to Tina Osceola on behalf of 
the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum. 


By Judy Weeks 

BIG CYPRESS — The curatorial vaults at 
the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum were opened on Jan. 18 
to receive a donation of two antique Seminole dolls. 

Tina Osceola, director of Seminole 
Museums, joined Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Director Anne 
McCudden in welcoming their guests with their gen- 
erous contribution to the museum’s collection. 

Making the presentation was Charles Dauray, 
Chairman and CEO of the College of Life 
Foundation, Inc., and Vice Chairman Joe B. Cox. 

They were accompanied by Jack Nortman, co-chair- 
man of the Southwest Florida Holocaust Museum. 

Charles Dauray gave a brief background of 
the College of Life Foundation in Estero, Fla., which 
has been entrusted with the care of the antiquities of 
the Koreshan Unity. 

Founded in 1894 as a scientific, as well as 
religious sect, the Koreshan Unity was designed to be 
a self-reliant commune for people of the same persua- 
sion. Although it was small, it was extremely unique 
and represents a small piece of the patchwork of the 
history that created the State of Florida. 

Fleeing Nazi Germany in 1939, Hedwig 
Michel joined the Koreshans and eventually became 
their president. By the 1950s, the membership had 
deteriorated to near non-existence and Michel donated 
its property to the state or Florida for a park in 1961. 

A museum was created in 1979 to house the 
artifacts of this vanishing community and is adminis- 
tered by the College of Life Foundation, Inc. Among 
the items placed in this museum for safe keeping were 
two handmade Seminole dolls. Tracing the history of 
the dolls proved to be far more challenging than that 
of the Koreshans. 

The origin of the dolls begins with Anna 
Lewis, who was the first postmistress for the city of 
Everglades, when it became the Collier County Seat in 
the 1920s. A longtime resident of southwest Florida, 
she was a friend of Deaconess Harriet Bedell of the 
Glade Cross Mission. 

Deaconess Bedell was a familiar figure as 
she traveled up and down the Tamiami Trail in her old 
car or was transported by dugout canoe to many of 


Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Vice Chairman Joe B. Cox and Chairman Charles Dauray of The College 
of Life Foundation, Inc., present two antique Seminole dolls to Tina Osceola, 
director of Museums, and Robin Kilgore, registrar for the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum. 
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(L-R) Chairman Mitchell Cypress and Hollywood 
Council Rep. Max Osceola Jr. congratulate 
Katherine Harper on her winning Osceola essay. 

Chairman Cypress began by saying, “The 
Seminole Tribe is very grateful to the people who 
have made such a wealth of knowledge available to us 
through this exhibit. Knowing the past helps to shape 
the future. The leaders of the Seminole Tribe today 
may not live up to the accomplishments attributed to 
Osceola; however, they are fighting for our right to 
live here in a different way. The courthouse and edu- 
cation are our primary weapons. We are very proud of 
Tina and her staff, whose teamwork gets things 
accomplished to preserve our true history for future 
generations.” 

Hollywood Council Rep. Max Osceola Jr. 
spoke next. 

“My late mother called William Powell 
[Osceola] by his traditional name, Asi-yahola. Like 
many of our words, the new comers to our land have 
changed the pronunciation, and sometimes the mean- 
ing, of what we intended. Through this exhibit, we 
hope you will see who we think this man was. It is our 
purpose to teach our children and non- Indians our true 
history.” 

Dining the exhibit’s preparation, the museum 
organized an essay contest and asked fourth graders all 
across Florida to write about Osceola. The top four 
essays are on display as a portion of the exhibit. 
Museum Director Anne McCudden introduced one of 
the winners, Katherine Harper, who was present for 
the opening of the exhibit. 

Tribal citizen Elgin Jumper made a very com- 
prehensive presentation of a poem that he had written 
about Osceola. Prior to its composition, he did oral 
interviews and considerable research on the subject. 
Fellow Tribal citizen Willie Johns also offered a bless- 
ing. 

“As the Tribal elders pass through here today, 
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Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Mary Osceola Moore and Chairman Mitchell Cypress examine the fine craftsmanship of Linda 
Beletso’s sweetgrass baskets. 

Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum Unveils 
‘Osceola Remembered’ Exhibit 

Youth Essay Contest Held in Conjunction with Opening 

By Judy Weeks 

BIG CYPRESS — The Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum in Big Cypress celebrated the opening of 
their newest exhibit, “Osceola Remembered,” on 
Jan. 27. Based on an extraordinary collection of arti- 
facts attributed to the life and memory of one of the 
most famous Seminole leaders of all time, the exhib- 
it offers an opportunity for viewers to draw their 
own conclusions. 

Tina Osceola, director of Seminole 
Museums, offered introductory remarks in celebra- 
tion of the opening of the exhibit to a gathering of 
Tribal citizens, historians, friends of the museum, 
guests and descendents of the renowned Tribal 
leader, Osceola, himself. 

“If asked to define a Tribal museum, I 
would have to say that it must co-exist with the com- 
munity at large and express history according to the 
people it represents,” said Tina Osceola. “Our chief 
purpose is to document the Seminole story from the 
Seminole viewpoint and obtain as many true artifacts 
as possible to substantiate our records.” 

“The Tribal Council has given us this mis- 
sion, so that people 100 years from now, will know 
what we have said and who we are,” she added. 

“Larger museums are missing the native voice.” 

Continuing Osceola said: “We are doing our 
own archeological and anthropological work daily 
to achieve this goal. In opening today’s exhibit, we 
hope to change the misguided beliefs of non-Tribals, 
preserve important antiquities as well as pieces of 
art and give you, the viewer, an opportunity to 
determine whether this man was as significant to the 
Seminoles as he was to non-tribal historians.” 

After thanking the multitude of people instru- 
mental in putting together the exhibit and assisting in 
the historical verification process, Osceola welcomed 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress. 
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Judy Weeks 

Tribal citizen Willie Johns discusses the historical sig- 
nificance of the portrait painted by James Hutchison 
of Osceola. 

I hope they will see a patriot fighting for the land he 
loved and the cultural beliefs of his people,” he said. 
“Because of his convictions, his descendants live here 
today as the Seminole Tribe of Florida.” 

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer Williard 
Steele gave a brief presentation on the life and times 
of Osceola, who is probably the most famous 
Seminole of all time. He talked about the man, the 
myth and the legend that have captured the imagina- 
tion of generations. The historical circumstances that 
surround his life and the powerful image that he repre- 
sents have left a legacy of places bearing his name as 
well as international recognition. 

Entering the Osceola Remembered exhibit for 
the first time, visitors witnessed a bronze sculpture, 
extraordinary art works, personal artifacts purported to 
have belonged to Osceola, historical documents, a 
death mask and a collection of letters offering a per- 
sonal accounting. The presentation is further enhanced 
by a vast collection of books, media materials, a the- 
atrical film, souvenirs and memorabilia attributed to 
Osceola over the past 175 years. 

Museum Director Anne McCudden and 
Curator of Collections Michole Eldred have coordinat- 
ed an expert team in putting together this outstanding 
exhibit of artifacts of the museum and obtaining items 
on loan from many reputable sources. 

Any effort to describe the Osceola 
Remembered exhibit would be a disservice to its pur- 
pose. This awesome collection of materials has been 
assembled to allow the viewer an opportunity to draw 
their own conclusions about this famous man and his 
true identity. 

A marvelous catalog has been assembled by 
the museum to enhance the exhibit and give viewers 
an opportunity to possess Tribal perspectives, oral his- 
tories and historical essays on the larger than life fig- 
ure of Osceola as he will be remembered by his own 
people. 
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Judy Weeks 

Tribal citizen Elgin Jumper stands beside a bronze 
sculpture of Osceola after giving a stirring rendition 
of his poem about the renowned leader. 
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An Interview with Father/Son Bronze by Cooley Sculpture Team 



By Elgin Jumper 

LAMONT, Fla. — The bronze 
sculptures produced by the father/son team 
of Bradley J. Cooley Sr. and Bradley Owen 
Cooley Jr., of Bronze by Cooley, run the 
gamut from massive wildlife scenes to 
famed music and golf legends, ancient 
Tribes as well as Seminole men, women, 
and children, Native Armed Forces veter- 
ans and illustrious head football coaches. 
Their work can be seen in countries such 
as: the U.S., South America, Scotland and 
Spain, among other locales. 

When I met the Cooley family — 
Bradley Sr., Linda, and Dee and Bradley 
Jr., Jenny, Marissa, and Holden — for the 
first time during the Discover Native 
America Pow-Wow & Music Festival, held 
in Tampa in November 2007, both sculp- 
tors were more than happy to meet with me 
to discuss the motivations of their art, 
among other critical matters concerning 
art. The family even invited me to Lamont 
for a weekend stay in early December at 
their newly-completed guest house. 

The Cooleys were gracious hosts, 
and the weekend stay was cheerfully pleas- 
ant as well as thoroughly educational. They 
were kind and generous and spoke unre- 
servedly and passionately where life and 


sculpting were concerned. 

“ft just comes so natu- 
ral. 1 think everybody gets a 
gift,” said sculptor Bradley J. 

Cooley Sr. describing his take 
on the art of sculpting. “A lot 
of people never find it, and 
sometimes when people find it, 
they don’t think it has any 
value because it comes so easy. 

Like with me, with sculpting, 
you put some on, you get too 
much on, you take some off. 

You get too much off, you put 
some back on. And you keep 
doing that till you get it right.” 

“And not only are we 
fascinated by Native 
Americans, but my grandfa- 
ther, on my mother’s side, was 
a painter and a sculptor, and 
then my grandmother, on my 
dad’s side, was a painter,” 
explained Bradley Owen 
Cooley Jr. “But my grandfa- 
ther, on my mother’s side, was 
a painter and a sculptor, and 
then my grandmother, on my 
dad’s side, was a painter. And my grandfa- 
ther on my mother’s side is the one who 
actually taught my dad how to do 
his first sculpture. So it wasn’t his 
dad, it was my mother’s dad who 
taught him how. 

“When 1 was real young, 
I would follow dad around and 
make my own sculptures with the 
clay he’d drop. We’re just keeping 
up the family tradition.” 

Needless to say, the visit 
was magnificent! We were treated 
to an airboat ride on the winding 
river behind the guest house, and 
that was not only scenic, but quite 
refreshing. We even got to experi- 
ence the sheer beauty of a natural 
spring some 40 feet below the 
surface of the blue-green waters. 

All during the visit, from 
their home to their studio, as we 
discussed the past, Lamont, their 
inspirations, their emphasis on 
accuracy, and the sharing of 
knowledge and art techniques, 
there was a genuine cordiality and 
warm-heartedness. 

Elgin Jumper: You were 
originally from Maryland before 
moving to Tampa and then to 
Lamont, right? 

Bradley J. Cooley Sr.: 
Yes, originally from Baltimore, 
Md. and I came down to Florida 


when 1 was eight years old, to 
Hillsborough County, on the Hillsborough 
River. We were at Buffalo Ave. There was- 
n’t a bridge there then. 

We had a cow pasture, chickens 
and ducks, cows the whole works. We were 
in the country then. And that’s where 1 
started collecting artifacts, because they 
dug a waterline by the house, out on the 
road, and when they dug that ditch, 1 found 
some arrowheads, so that’s what started me 
collecting, and I’ve been doing so ever 
since. 1 love the history. 1 started sculpting 
in Tampa, then we moved here to Lamont 
and been here ever since. We love it here. 

EJ: Now Bronze by Cooley 
places a very high premium on accuracy. 
Can you tell me about that? 

Bradley Owen Cooley Jr: When 
we’re doing a portrait hke Ray Charles, 
when we had to do him, to get the accura- 
cy, is get a hold of all his videos, and pho- 
tographs, and then put all those together. 
The armatures — and that’s one of the 
most crucial parts of making these sculp- 
tures — what we’d usually do is, a lot of 
our pieces are my size, because we meas- 
ure off my own measurements. But that’s if 
it’s a life-sized piece and the subject was of 
a general height. 

BJC Sr.: We really go out of our 
way for accuracy. We read what we can, of 
course. When we do a Seminole piece, we 
talk to the Seminoles who know about it, 
authentically and how things were made. 


So we talk to peo- 
ple and get as 
much information 
as we can, make 
sure we’re not 
wrong. 

EJ: Can 
you tell me about 
the larger pieces 
you’ve created? 

BJC Sr.: 
We did one for Joe 
Hardy, the owner 
of 84 Lumber, in 
Farmington, 
Pennsylvania, ft 
was 25 feet tall 
and 29 feet long. 
That’s the world’s 
largest white-tailed 
deer done in 
bronze. That’s one 
that we started 
outside, welding 
the frame together, 
then pulled it up 
onto a slab. Then 
they put a building 
up around us as we were working. 

But they have a resort there in 
Farmington, and right on the side of it they 
built a place called Woodlands Outdoor 
World where they have camping equipment 
and stuff like that, which his son-in-law 
runs ... He gave his son-in-law the deer 
sculpture for his birthday. 

EJ: How do you feel about artists 


sharing knowledge of their art and tech- 
niques with each other, learning from one 
another? 

BOC Jr.: 1 enjoy it, 1 don’t mind 
sharing knowledge. Now there are a lot of 
people who are funny about it. They’re not 
into showing their little secrets and stuff. 
Then again, you can teach people tech- 
niques, but if they can’t do it, they can’t do 
it. And then if you can do it, then you learn 
the techniques, but it’s still a lot to market. 

It’s a lot easier being an artist, and 
enjoy it, and not try and be pressured to 
make a living at it. Now us, we’re totally 
dedicated, we’ve got to keep stuff going, 
so we’re always out marketing and figuring 
out where we’re going to put something, or 
what we’re going to do next. But I like 
sharing my techniques with people. 

BJC Sr.: But as Bradley said, a 
lot of artists are protective of their work. 
They won’t let you take pictures of it and 
all that. They’re afraid you’re going to 
copy it, and I don’t feel that way at all. If 
someone wants to copy my sculpture — go 
ahead. It’s a form of compliment. It doesn’t 
bother me like it does some artists. And I 
like helping somebody out, because I feel 
artists can sure use as much help as they 
can get, and I don’t mind sharing it. 

We have schools that come out 
here and we show them how we make 
sculptures. And we’ve even offered a class 
or something hke that, to the Seminole 
Tribe, where people can learn these tech- 
niques. That’d be great, I think. There cer- 
tainly is a lot of talent there. 
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Seminoles Participate in Battle Re-Enactment 

Raid on Gopher Ridge Held at Roberts Ranch 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — Cannons roared and the 
acid smell of black powder filled the air at the 
Roberts’ Ranch in Immokalee on Jan. 5 and 6 when 
re-enactors participated in a Civil War skirmish. 

Cattle introduced to the Florida peninsula by 
the Spanish during the 1500s ran wild and flourished 



Judy Weeks 

Re-enactors pose as Seminole Scouts during the 
mock battle. 


throughout the territory that would become Florida. 
By the end of the Third Seminole War, and advent of 
the Civil War, these cattle provided not only food but 
a source of income for the ancestors of the Seminole 
Tribe. 


expedition. Their job was to interrupt the flow of beef 
to the Confederate Army. Encountering the Cow 
Cavalry at Gopher Ridge, an all day skirmish ensued. 
Records indicate that there were no casualties, but the 
hostilities triggered the Battle of Fort Myers that 
would take place a week later. 

Gopher Ridge eventually became the home 
site of the Roberts family who established the Red 
Cattle Company there in 1926. Because of the role 
that this acreage played in the history of South 
Florida, it has been declared a historical site. 
Purchasing the property in 1996, Colher County has 
done considerable restoration to the buildings and cre- 
ated a museum. 

Kenny Joe Davis, director of the Immokalee 
Seminole Ranch, and members of his staff supplied 
the long horn cattle for the encampment and partici- 
pated in the re-enactment of the Raid on Gopher 
Ridge. 

Members of the 10th Tennessee Volunteer 
Cavalry supplied the manpower for both the Union 
and Confederate Forces. A replica of a 1860s soldiers’ 
encampment transformed the grounds of the Roberts’ 
Ranch Museum for the weekend event. Pioneer 
women tended the campfires, cooked the meals and 
mended the clothing. Weavers, blacksmiths, candle 
makers and 19th Century entertainers surrounded the 
soldiers’ tents, much as they would have during the 
Civil War. An antique telegraph system and black 
powder arsenal lent authenticity to the occasion. 

Spectators had an opportunity to experience a 
1800s cotillion on the night of Jan. 5 complete with 
costumes and music of the period. Tents filled with 
memorabilia offered a chance to possess a piece of the 
history that surrounded the event. 

During the re-enactment, the Seminoles 
worked the cattle back and forth through the fighting 
soldiers as they relived a moment in history. Cattle 
similar to these had provoked the original raid and 



The Seminoles spent 
many years hiding from the sol- 
diers of the U.S. Army and 
encroaching settlers while 
attempting to survive in the hos- 
tile environment of South 
Florida. An opportunity for 
trade and income presented 
itself when a rough set of stock 
pens was constructed on Gopher 
Ridge by settlers and ranchers 
moving into the area, which 
would eventually become the 
community of Immokalee. 

Captain Francis Asbury 
Hendry of the Confederate Cow 
Cavalry, and later founder of the 
city of LaBelle, set up a line of 
communication with the local 
settlers and Indians. As allies 
they would round up wild cattle 
and deposit them in the pens in 
exchange for silver coin and 
essential trade goods. The Cow 
Cavalry would then drive the 
livestock north to the railhead at 
Alligator, now Lake City, Fla., 
where they were transported to feed the Confederate 
Army. 

In February 1865, the U.S. 2nd Cavalry and 
the 2nd Colored Infantry left Fort Myers on a forging 


Confederate soldiers fire their black powder rifles o 


were an important part of the battle. Gopher Ridge and 
Immokalee have long played a role in the history of 
the Seminole Tribe before the Civil War and into the 
present day. 



Judy Weeks 

Re-enactors of the Raid on Gopher Ridge assembled in front of the Roberts’ Ranch Museum. 



Felix DoBosz 

US Army federal soldiers fire their muskets at the unconquered Seminole warriors. 


History Comes Alive at 
Okeechobee Battle Re-Enactment 


By Felix DoBosz 

OKEECHOBEE, Fla. — The Battle of 
Okeechobee was the biggest and bloodiest battle of 
the Second Semi n ole War (1835-1842). Dining this 
battle, fought on Christmas Day 1837, the Seminoles 
used hit and run tactics, leaving 27 dead federal sol- 
diers and only losing only 1 1 . However, many more 
were wounded on both sides of the battle. 

Spectators viewed the re-enactment, which 
took place on Feb. 2-3, on part of the same ground the 
Battle of Okeechobee took place on 171 years ago. 

The battleground was saved from developers 
in 2006 by a dedicated group of individuals known as 
the Okeechobee Battlefield 
Friends. This 145-acre parcel of 
land, owned by the state of 
Florida, is known as the 
Okeechobee Battlefield 
Historical State Park. 

Former president of the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc. 

Moses Osceola was on-hand for 
the re-enactment. 

“This is quite signifi- 
cant to me because it honors our 
warriors that fought here and 
will serve to educate not only 
our people hut the public,” he 
said. “It’s a great part of Florida 
history.” 

Osceola went on to say 
there was a three year break with 
this event because the land that 
was originally used for these re- 
enactments became unavailable 
near the town of Okeechobee. 

He said the new land was 
acquired and preserved, which 
took great effort and time to 
accomplish. 

The battle re-enactment 
had a turnout of about 500 peo- 
ple who also enjoyed music by 
Jimmy Harper, and a unique poetry reading, written by 
Moses “Big Shot” Jumper Jr. While sitting on horse- 
back in his full warrior regaha as a re-enactor, he 
recited two of his poems “Okeechobee and 
Okeechobee - Big Water, My Home.” 

Tourists also enjoyed watching some of the 
alligator demonstrations and kids took turns riding 
horses around the corral. A few native vendors, includ- 
ing Ronnie and Mabel Doctor from Hollywood, sold 
all kinds of handmade native crafts. 

A few dozen re-enactors performed a scaled 
back version of the actual battle with Brighton’s Willie 
Johns narrating the action. 

Shawn Henderson, chairwoman of 
Okeechobee Battlefield Friends inc. , was instrumental 
in promoting this event. Henderson also served as 
emcee during opening ceremonies and spoke about all 
the people who assisted with making this huge project 
a reality — one of which was herself. 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida’s Color Guard 
posted the colors during the opening ceremonies with 
the assistance of the local ROTC Honor Guard. Rev. 
Water Johns also offered an invocation prior to the 
singing of the National Anthem. 

Henderson wanted to especially thank the 
family of the late Billy Cypress, who she said was a 


dedicated Seminole historian, leader and veteran who 
rose to the rank of major in the U.S. Army. Cypress’ 
widow Carol Cypress, and son William Cypress Jr., 
accepted a plaque in his honor from Henderson that 
honored his service to both his Tribe and country. 

His son, William Cypress Jr., dressed in 
Seminole warrior regalia, performed a native song 
called “The Veterans Song,” to honor all warriors and 
veterans. Nephew Gordon Oliver Wareham performed 
a native and enchanting flute song for the gathered 
guests. 

Tribal citizen Mabel Doctor of Hollywood, 
one of the vendors at the re-enactment, honored 


Henderson with special recognition during the opening 
ceremony by presenting her with a colorful, handmade 
patchwork jacket. Doctor wanted recognize 
Henderson’s hard work in keeping the land free from 
development and her dedication to the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida’s historic preservation. 

John Missall, and wife Mary Lou, co-authors 
of the book The Seminole Wars: America s Longest 
Indian Conflict, also attended the battle re-enactment 
dressed as settlers and had a vendors booth selling 
their book. 

“It’s a culmination of a lot of efforts to bring 
back one of the most important historic sights in the 
Seminole War history,” Missall said. “You had people 
from both sides making a very determined stand here, 
to try and preserve their way of life . . . The govern- 
ment finally gave up fighting the Seminoles because 
they realized these people weren’t going to give up, 
and it was going to take so much effort, so many lives, 
so much money to win the war and actually drive all 
the Seminoles from Florida.” 

“They finally realized that the Seminoles 
were so determined that there was no way to win the 
war; they simply had to walk away from it and say 
that they did win.” 
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Osceola Helps Police Apprehend Robbery Suspect 


Submitted by the Boys & Girls Club 

Toby Patrick with the youth during storytelling. 


Boys & Girls Club Host Umatilla Tribal Citizens 


Submitted by Thelma Bowers, Boys & Girls Club 

Toby Patrick, his wife Julia, and daughter 
Susie, 6, were all guests of the Boys & Girls Club 
during the week of the 37th Annual Tribal Fair, held 
Feb. 7-10. 

Toby and his family are representatives of 
the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian 
Reservation (CTUIR) located in Oregon. He is also 
the Crew Leader of the Cultural Preservation 


Department of CTUIR and has served as an interpre- 
tive guide on the B and G Clubs Summer Wilderness 
Adventure Trips in Idaho. 

Toby assisted with classes at the Boys & 
Girls Club dining the week, participated in the Tribal 
Fair Grand Entry on Feb. 9, and served as a hand 
drum judge dining the powwow competition the fol- 
lowing day. 


Felix DoBosz 

The Hollywood Casino Security Team (L-R) Emilio Gonzales, 
Andrew Forsyth, Chris Osceola, casino security director, Ralph 
Jonquille and Christain Berrios. 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — The 

quiet afternoon of Jan. 7 was broken 
up by police car sirens screaming 
closer to the Hollywood Classic 
Casino’s parking lot. 

Officers from the 

Hollywood, Seminole and Broward 
Sherriff’s Office (BSO) police 
departments were chasing two male 
suspects who did not respond to a 
traffic stop and allegedly stole a 
2001 brown Chrysler PT Cruiser in 
Ft. Lauderdale, which ended up in 
the north parking lot of the casino. 

The suspects abandoned the car and 
fled on foot across the parking lot 
while law enforcement officers were 
in hot pursuit. 

However, it was Tribal citi- 
zen and Casino Security Director 
Chris Osceola who would end up 
getting one of the suspects into 
police custody. 

“I just happened to be lis- 
tening to my radio while checking 
my e-mails and I heard one of my 
guys say ‘There they go across the 
lot and into the trailer park,’ ” 

Osceola said. 

“I heard one of my guys say, 

‘There he is; he’s on this side of the 
wall.’ I told my team to go after him anyway. I saw 
him jump out of the bushes, so I started running after 
him. 

“Running between the trailers, he suddenly 
jumped out in front of me. I radioed [my team] that I 
was chasing him. I chased him through about six or 
seven trailers and he started to slow down and he put 
his hands in the air saying ‘You got me, you got me!’” 

“I tackled the guy to the ground and he put 
his arms behind his back and I just held him because I 
didn’t have any handcuffs.” 

Holding the suspect, Osceola radioed for 
backup and waited. BSO deputies from Dania Beach’s 
District II arrived a few minutes later and cuffed the 
suspect, while smiling officers congratulated Osceola. 

According to SPD Lt. Barry Dodge, his offi- 
cers assisted BSO by providing a security perimeter 
that was set up for a few hours immediately after the 
chase, with canine units searching around the nearby 


Estates Trailer Park for the second suspect. The second 
suspect turned out to be the brother of the man arrest- 
ed in the trailer park. He was later apprehended when 
he called BSO trying to bail his brother out of jail. 

The BSO event report stated that the PT 
Cruiser was reported stolen on Dec. 25, 2007 by the 
owner, Donna P. Lemons. On the morning of Jan. 7, 
Lemons spotted the vehicle exiting 1-95 at the Griffin 
Road exit and called police. However, she lost sight of 
the vehicle and could not provide any further informa- 
tion on the direction of the vehicle. 

A BOLO, or “Be on the Lookout,” order was 
issued by BSO and the PT Cruiser was eventually 
spotted by a BSO deputy at the 4000 block of State 
Road 7, heading southbound. At this time, deputies 
responded and chased the vehicle into the nearby casi- 
no parking lot, located at 4150 N. State Road 7. 

The recovered vehicle was released to its 
owner, Lemons, after it was processed for latent fin- 
gerprints. 
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Ahfachkee Students Visit Aviation Dept 

Event Held in Conjunction With Red Ribbon Week Activities 


DARE Graduation Held at Ahfachkee 

Michelle Jimmie Wins Essay Contest 


By Judy Weeks 

BIG CYPRESS — The Aviation Dept, with 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida challenged the 
Ahfachkee School fifth grade through high school stu- 
dents during Red Ribbon Week. 

The class with the most participation and 
combined effort in the 
anti- substance abuse 
project would receive a 
tour of the Aviation 
Dept, and ride on a hel- 
icopter. 

After much 
deliberation, Dean of 
Students Dominic 
Troadec and a selected 
group of Ahfachkee 
staff announced that the 
high school earned the 
reward. Aviation 
Director Clint El- 
Ramey scheduled Dec. 

17, 2007 for the tour 
and flight. Fourteen 
students participated in 
the field trip with their 
teachers, Mr. Smith, 

Miss Rodriguez and 
Mr. Robinson. 

The students 
arrived at 9 a.m. and 
listened intently as El- 
Ramey talked about the 
various types of aircraft 
belonging to the 
Seminole Tribe, their 
capabilities and usage. 

Lining up in single file, 
they had an opportunity to board the Tribal jet for a 
quick tour and learned about its fuel capacity, speed 
and normal flight levels. 

In the rear of the hanger, one of the Tribe’s 
helicopters was under going a five year inspection and 
had been literally dismantled for maintenance. It was 
explained that this is done on a routine basis for quali- 
ty control and ensures the utmost safety. Four mechan- 
ics were working on the project. Observing the com- 
plex internal organs of this flight machine was awe- 
some and inspired numerous questions that El-Ramey 
quickly answered. 

The helicopter selected for the tour was a 
Bell 407 with a six-passenger capacity. This amounted 
to one pilot and five passengers. The Seminole Tribe 
uses this particular helicopter for personnel transport, 
mosquito control, forest fire suppression and to annu- 
ally deliver Santa Claus to the high school football 
field in Immokalee. 

Following a recent hurricane, the Bell 407 
made seven rehef flights to the Choctaw Reservation 
with approximately 2,100 pounds of cargo on each 
flight. 

The pilot for the day was John Gallagher. 


Dividing the passengers into four groups, El-Ramey 
conducted a pre-flight briefing and then gave further 
instruction to those students awaiting their turn on the 
ground. Following his presentation, he permitted a 
question and answer period. 

All of the students were very pohte and their 


questions were not only thought provoking, but in 
some cases humorous. For instance, they wanted to 
know if their pilot had ever crashed before. How old 
was the helicopter? Could it land in water? How high 
can it fly and how far were we off the ground? Do the 
planes have to be evacuated during hurricanes? El- 
Ramey answered all of these inquiries and many more. 

The flights were both fun and educational. 
Although many of the students had flown in larger 
planes, this was their first helicopter experience and 
permitted low level observation of the community that 
they thought they knew so well. 

From a bird’s eye view, they realized that 
there is a great deal more to the Big Cypress 
Reservation than they ever imagined. The rock mine, 
cattle pastures, citrus groves, farms and residential 
areas appeared as a checker board beneath them 
stretching to the horizon. Roads and canals looked hke 
ribbons snaking across the landscape. 

Flying over Billie Swamp Safari, one of the 
youngsters remarked, “I feel hke I am in one of the 
National Geographic films on the educational channel. 
This is awesome!” 


By Judy Weeks 

BIG CYPRESS — Seventeen fifth graders at 
the Ahfachkee School graduated from the 2007 Drug 
Abuse and Resistance Education Program, or DARE 
Program, conducted by Seminole Police Department 
Officer Kelly Taylor on the evening of Nov. 30, 2007. 

“This group of fine youngsters has just com- 
pleted an intensive 10- week program and essay con- 
test,” said Taylor during opening remarks. “They have 
been a joy to work with and believe me, they will 
challenge you.” 

Fifth grade teacher Rushelle Lee, and her 
aide Hope Baker, briefly welcomed everyone and 
thanked the parents for giving them an opportunity to 
work with their children. Followed by Katinna Jumper 
with the Seminole Pledge, Candy Landon Jumper led 
the Pledge of Allegiance to the American flag. 

Acting Principal Eileen Hagar gave a brief 
background of this international drug awareness and 
prevention program. 

“The DARE Program was initiated in 1983 
and has now spread to 43 countries and throughout the 
United States,” she said, “ft is police officer-led and is 
designed to offer resistance to peer pressure.” 

Directing her comments to the graduates, 
Hagar said: “Now you children are the teachers. Teach 
anyone who will hsten. Because you have the knowl- 
edge, you have the power.” 

Giving an emotional testimony, Rev. Salaw 
Hummingbird shared his troubled youth and early 
adult years, ending with his triumph over abuse and 
the rewarding lifestyle that followed. 

“Drugs will take you further than you intend- 
ed to go,” Hummingbird said. “They will keep you 
longer than you intended to stay and cost more than 
you intended to pay. Drugs will steal, destroy and 
kill.” 

Following the DARE curriculum, the young- 
sters had written poems and several were read as a 



Judy Weeks 


Leauna Billie displays her winning essay, medal 
and pin. 


part of the commencement proceedings. Leauna 
Billie’s poem received special recognition. 

Turning to face the audience, the graduates 
then sang “DARE to Take a Stand,” for which they 
received not only applause, but a standing ovation. 

Taylor then explained the parameters and 
requirements for one of the many facets of the 10- 
week DARE Program, the essay contest. 

“Each participant in the program is required 
to write and submit an essay prior to graduation,” she 
said. “Although all of them were winners and it was 
very difficult, we had to select the top four which will 
be read here this evening. The first place essay will be 
submitted to the DARE State 
Headquarters, where its author will have 
an opportunity to he chosen for a scholar- 
ship award.” 

Essay contest winners, in 
descending order were: Michelle Jimmie, 
Candy Landon Jumper, Katie Bert and 
Leauna Billie. 

The following students were 
awarded DARE graduation certificates, 
pins and medals for their achievements: 
Gloria Brooks, Mika Lopez, Sabre Bilhe, 
Haden Littlebear, Michelle Jimmie, 
Rheannon Robbins, Nathaniel Jim, Candy 
Landon Jumper, Leauna Billie, Katinna 
Jumper, Matthew Bluebird, Chief Billie, 
Leandra Rodriquez, Christian Alexander, 
Kaitlyn Osceola, Katie Bert and Silver 
Wolf. 

SPD Captain Ed Taylor gave clos- 
ing remarks before the students concluded 
the commencement proceedings by again 
singing “DARE to Take a Stand.” 



Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Fifth grade teacher’s aide Hope Baker, fifth grade 
teacher Rushelle Lee and the 2007 DARE graduates. 
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Preschool’s Get Fit Fun Day 



Chris Jenkins 

And they’re off! 


Chris Jenkins 

Almost through. 



Sizing up the competition. 


Chris Jenkins 

Ready, get set and go in this race to the finish. 



Chris Jenkins 

SPD, parents and Fitness Dept, staff face-off. 


Chris Jenkins 

A game of Ring Around the Rosie. 


Fun Factor Live at Charter School 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — The 

Pemayetv Emahakv Charter 
School’s students and parents 
cheered, booed, clapped, screamed 
and laughed as they urged then- 
schoolmates and teachers on during 
the Fun Factor Challenge, held at 
the Brighton Gym on Dec. 14, 

2007. 

The contests were styled 
after the hit TV show Fear Factor 
that pits contestants against each 
other to complete a series of stunts 
better and/or quicker than all the 
other contestants. Many of the 
school’s contests pitted one grade 
against another. Others were indi- 
vidual challenges. 

Students and teachers were 
called upon randomly from the 
bleachers to compete in gross and 
emabarrasing challenges like Bob 
for Spam and Dig through Worms. 

The contests were messy, 
silly and even daring, which made 
them all the more fun to watch. 

Explaining the purpose, physical 
education teacher Pam Williams 
said, “I just want physical acitivity 
to be fun and show kids that physi- 
cal activity is not boring.” 

One contest was the Pie Roulette. Here, the 
students passed a whipped cream pie on a paper 
plate around until the music stopped. Then, whoever 
had the pie got to “pie” the face of the person stand- 
ing on their left or right. 



Even messier was the Ice Cream Sundae 
Contest in which two people partnered up and one 
lay face up on the floor. Their partner dropped typi- 
cal sundae items, including ice cream, whipped 
cream and cherries, into then teammate’s mouth. 

Blend O’Rama was yucky. Teams had to 

choose foods to blend and drink, but 
it was hardly a tasty smoothie. The 
had to choose combinations that 
included either ranch or French 
dressing, barbecue chips or salt and 
vinegar chips, mixed vegetables or 
cereal. 

Cheeto® Face was also not 
easy. One line of students had 
whipped cream spread on their face, 
while another line of students tried 
to throw Cheetos® from six feet 
away onto the face of their opposite 
partner. The partners who managed 
to get the most Cheetos® stuck on a 
face, won. 

During the Fun Factor 
Challenges there was evidence of 
good sportsmanship and willingness 
to fry the absurd just for the fun of 
it. Students raised then hands to vol- 
unteer and jumped out of their seats 
to hit the floor ready for the chance 
to participate. 



til _ 

Morgan King’s Cheeto® face. 
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Ultra Compact Excavators 

K008-3 


By combining efficiency and precision in tight wjrk 
areas., the KX- Series campqct excavators have broken 
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We have the Kubota Excavator You've Been Wanting! 

Come in and check out our large selection. 


New Face at Ahfachkee School 


High School Teacher Tobe Smith 


By Chris Jenkins 

BIG CYPRESS — 

High School Teacher Tobe 
Smith is the Ahfachkee 
School’s newest employee. 
Since joining the team in 
November 2007, Smith took 
on the challenge of shaping 
the minds of Tribal young- 
sters. 

“Education is the 
key to getting anywhere you 
want in life,” Smith 
explained. “I love kids and I 
have a really good group of 
kids.” 

This Clewiston, Fla. 
native attended Florida State 
University, where he 
received his degree in 
finance. However, Smith 
would eventually develop a 
desire to get into the class- 
room to make an impact. 

As a father of two, 
he said he has always valued 
education and had a desire to 
get into teaching, joining his 
wife of 18 years, Fisa, who 
teaches fifth grade. He said 
he also was inspired by his 


kids, Janessa, 8 and Jordan, 

2. 

“Education allows 
me to give them something 
that I can also share with my 
students,” he said. 

With plans to return 
to school next fall for his 
master’s degree, Smith is as 
much an example to follow 
as an inspiration to others. 

“My students really 
listen, they just need some- 
body on their side to give 
them that push they need, 
and everybody needs inspira- 
tion,” he said. 

Thus far, Smith said 
the biggest challenge has 
been getting the students to 
become inspired to do their 
own learning. However, he 
said, the rewards have been 
worth the challenge. 

“If they want to do 
it, I’m here to help them,” he 
said. “Just seeing the look in 
their eyes when they achieve 
something they never 
thought they would is most 
rewarding to me.” 
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Four Year Degree Recipient Kyle Doney 

Doney Returns to Work with Tribe in IT 


By Marisol Gonzalez 

Kyle Doney, son of Marilyn 
Doney, Panther Clan, and Kenneth 
Doney, from the Gros Ventre 
Tribe in Montana, has come a 
long way. Doney was bom in 
Avon Park, Fla., and his mother 
resided on the Brighton Reservation 
while his father was overseas in the 
military. 

Doney moved from Valdosta, 
Ga. to Alexandria, La. to Tacoma, Wash, 
and finally to Chinook, Mont., where 
he attended high school. 

“I did a lot of moving 
due to my father’s active duty in 
the United States Air Force,” 

Doney said. While growing 
up, we moved four or five 
times before finally settling 
down in Montana.” 

Doney then attended ' 
and graduated from Florida 
State University (FSU) in 
Tallahassee with a bachelor’s ^ 

degree in political science and a l 
minor in criminology. He said he 
hopes to enroll in FSU’s master’s 
degree program for either public 
or business administration. 

“Eventually, I would hke 
to take on a political role as a 
Tribal leader,” stated Doney. “As a 
Tribal member, I am excited to fur- 
ther my education and return to help ' 
the Tribe with continued success.” 

He said he hopes to become 
a role model for younger Tribal citi- 
zens and would also like to encour- 



age Tribal citizens to continue their educa- 
tion. 

Selected as the face for FSU’s 
“Unconquered” marketing campaign, Doney 
said he was honored to represent the univer- 
sity on billboards in and around FSU’s 
Tallahassee campus. He has also had the 
privilege of portraying FSU’s mascot Osceola 
on two occasions, where he planted the spear at 
midfield before the Miami Hurricanes game in 
September 2005 and the Boston College Eagles 
game in October 2006. 

Since he attended high school in 
Montana, he would travel to Brighton dur- 
ing the summer and joined the Summer 
’ Work Program starting in 1999. Doney 
|1 has worked with many departments 
I within the Tribe, such as Preschool, 
Cl the Senior Center, Treasurer’s Office 
| l and Brighton Council. Doney cur- 
/ rently holds the position of micro- 
computer support specialist for the 
K Information Technology 
ft Department on the Brighton 
■ Reservation. 

Doney said he loves work- 
i ing with the Tribe, as it brings him a 
sense of pride knowing that he is 
helping in any way that he can. 

“The Tribe was there to aid me 
with financial support, so I want to pay 
the Tribe back with the knowledge I 
acquired,” Doney said. 

In his spare time he said he 
enjoys spending time with his family. 
Doney also said he likes to follow FSU 
football and play golf. 

BUI Lax/FSU Photo Lab 


Four Year Degree Recipient Tony Sanchez Jr. 

Sanchez is General Manager at Immokalee Casino 


By Marisol Gonzalez 

IMMOKALEE — Tony Sanchez Jr., 
Panther Clan, son of Mary Lee Motlow Sanchez and 
Tony Sanchez, was bom in Clewiston, Fla. and 
raised in Immokalee. Sanchez 
spent most of his early childhood 
between Brighton, Big Cypress 
and Immokalee. 

Sanchez attended and 
graduated from Immokalee High 
School and then went off to 
Austin, Texas to study education. 

He achieved a bachelor’s degree 
in education, with a minor in busi- 
ness, from St. Edwards 
University. 

When in college, 

Sanchez said he ultimately 
dreamed of teaching or coaching 
in the private sector; little did he 
know where he would end up 
today. 

In October 1983 the late 
Cecil Johns gave Sanchez the 
opportunity to work with the 
Tribe, and Sanchez jumped at the 
chance. Holding many positions 
within the Tribe, from planning and development to 
Tribal Gaming Commission director, Sanchez said 
he has always strived to reach for the top. 

His current title as general manager of 
Seminole Casino - Immokalee seems just fitting. 


Sanchez said his ultimate goal is to turn the 
Seminole Casino - Immokalee into a premier desti- 
nation resort. 

“If I can help someone become a better 
employee, manager, director, or 
professional I am in the position 
to do so now,” he said. “I can be 
the teacher that I have always 
wanted to be.” 

As the youth is the future 
of the Tribe, Sanchez said he 
always strives to keep the elders’ 
visions and dreams of success 
amongst the Tribe alive. 

He is the proud father of 
five children, three girls and two 
boys, ranging from ages 4 to 23. 
His daughter is currently a senior 
at Florida State University. 

“My hobbies are my 
kids, as they are my primary 
focus,” he said. “I tell them to 
take time to grow up, and seize 
the moment” 

He said he stresses to his 
children and other Tribal youth to 
take advantage of the opportuni- 
ties that are available through the Tribe. Viewing it 
as inspiration, he said he looks back on the hard- 
ships that Tribal elders had to endure and said he 
knows that even playing his small role in the grand 
scheme of things is helping the Tribe move forward. 



Four Year Degree Recipient Anthony Frank 

Childhood Hardships Lead to Triumphs 

By Marisol Gonzalez Frank said that working for the Tribe was 

HOLLYWOOD — Growing up was defi- rocky at first, but said that since the directors have 

nitely not easy for Anthony Frank, Panther Clan. changed in the department, things have gotten better. 

Having a rough childhood and becoming a foster child Frank says that he gets a lot of inspiration from God, 


a young age was the least of his worries. Being an 
epileptic patient and suffering from seizures since he 
was seven years old was just another bump in the road 
for Frank. 

Overcoming all of these obstacles and having 
been educated have been goals that he has achieved 
thus far. 

Frank graduated 
from Labelle High School 
and was then given choices 
by the Tribe to either attend a 
vocational technical school 
or a college/university. At 
that time he was given three 
options, he could either go to 
Ft. Myers, Fla. Hollywood, 

Fla. or Albuquerque, N.M. 

Frank choose to attend 
Southwestern Indian 
Polytechnic Institute (SIPI) 
in Albuquerque, N.M. 

After attending SIPI 
for electronics, he then went 
on to the Technical Vocation 
Institute, which is now 
Central New Mexico 
Community College. There, 
he completed an electro 
mechanical technology 
course. 

He got married in 
July 1997 and decided to 
become a stay at home dad, 
while his wife worked. Frank 

then went on to obtain his 

associate’s degree from 

Broward Community College in business administra- 
tion in May 1999. In April 2004, he earned a bache- 
lor’s degree in business management, with a minor in 
finance, from Florida Atlantic University. 

“It was always my mother’s wish for me to 
get a good education,” Frank said. 

Frank started working with the Tribe on Jan. 
10, 2000, as a data entry clerk. He held that position 
for almost four years and then became a haison 
between human resources and fellow Tribal citizens. 
His current position in human resources is Human 
Resources manager trainee III, which he has held for 
nearly two years. 



Anthony Frank 


Tribal Council representatives and Lee Zepeda, direc- 
tor of Human Resources. 

“Lee tells me that I have a gift, he doesn’t 
know what it is, but he knows I have a gift,” Frank 
said. 

Frank said his ultimate goal is to become a 
manager or director within the Tribe. 

“I wanted to work 
for the Tribe because this is 
my home, these are my peo- 
ple and I wanted to give 
back,” he said. “I belong to 
the Tribe and the Tribe 
belongs to me.” 

If Frank wasn’t 
working in the Human 
Resources Department, he 
said he would probably end 
up in accounting. He said he 
would like to take advantage 
of his minor in finance 
because “I’m a numbers guy.” 

For nearly 40 years, 
Frank has suffered seizures 
caused by epilepsy. This was 
just another challenge for 
Frank to overcome. Frank 
would have seizures two to 
three times a week, even 
occurring during work. 

In 2006, Frank 
decided to seek possible sur- 
gical options for his seizures. 
He began undergoing tests, 

including ones that would 

induce seizures, in order to 
find the exact location of the brain where the seizures 
would occur. 

He was eventually deemed an acceptable can- 
didate for brain surgery, which he underwent on Oct. 
18, 2006. Frank said he has not had a seizure since. 
Since his successful surgery, Frank said he now takes 
fewer medications, and has fewer side effects with his 
medications. 

Without the fear of suffering a seizure, Frank 
now has more time to focus on his family, as father of 
three children while also enjoying fishing, hunting and 
reading. 


Pemayetv Emahakv Student of the Week 

Students Recognized for the Week of Dec. 17-21, 2007 


Kindergarten: 

Miss Robinson - Rubie 
Osceola 

Mrs. Webber - Jahbahn 
Arnold 


Third Grade: 

Mrs. Clements - Bethany 
Billie 

Mrs. Pryor - Sean Osceola 


First Grade: Fourth Grade: 

Mrs. Davis - Robert Harris Mrs. Tedders - Cheyenne 

Mrs. Ringstaff - Kano Nunez 

Puente Mrs. Williams - Allison 

Gopher 

Second Grade: 

Mrs. Hudson - Sunni 
Bearden 



Students Recognized for the Week of Jan 8-11, 2008 



Kindergarten: 

Miss. Robinson - Tanner 
Shore 

Mrs. Webber - Jayton Baker 
First Grade: 

Mrs. Davis - Conner Thomas 
Mrs. Ringstaff - Aleina 
Micco 

Second Grade: 

Mrs. Ball - Chloe Chalfant 
Mrs. Hudson - Morgan King 
Mrs. Hawthoome - Rylee 
Smith 


Third Grade: 

Mrs. Clements - Kelton 
Smedley 

Mrs. Pryor - Trevor Thomas 

Fourth Grade: 

Mrs. Tedders - Melany 
Williams 

Mrs. Williams - Michael 
Garcia 

Fifth Grade: 

Mrs. Finney - Joshua 
Boromei 



Students Recognized for the Week 
of Jan 15-18, 2008 


Kindergarten: 

Miss Robinson - Dalence 
Carrillo 

Mrs. Webber - Alexis Gore 
First Grade: 

Mrs. Davis - Keely Billie 
Mrs. Ringstaff - Blake Baker 

Second Grade: 

Mrs. Hudson - Dalton Clark 


Third Grade: 

Mrs. Pryor - Odessa King 
Mrs. Tedders - Yopalakiyo 
Osceola 

Fourth Grade: 

Mrs. Williams - Richard Smith 
Mrs. Finney - Layton Thomas 


Students Recognized for the Week 
of Jan. 22-25, 2008 


Kindergarten: 

Miss Robinson - Dalence 
Carrillo 

Mrs. Weber - Alexis Gore 
1st Grade: 

Mrs. Davis - Keely Billie 
Mrs. Ringstaff - Blake Baker 

Second Grade: 

Mrs. Hudson - Dalton Clark 


Third Grade: 

Mrs. Clements - Samuel 
Osceola 

Mrs. Pryor - Odessa King 

Fourth Grade: 

Mrs. Tedders - Yolalakiyo 
Osceola 

Mrs. Williams - Richard Smith 

Fifth Grade: 

Layton Thomas 


Students Recognized for the Week 
of Jan. 28-Feb. 1, 2008 


Kindergarten: 

Miss Robinson - Aniya Gore 
Mrs. Webber - Keira French 

1st Grade: 

Mrs. Davis - Caroline Micco 
Mrs. Ringstaff - Aidan Tommie 

2nd Grade: 

Mrs. Hudson - Cyprus Smedley 


3rd Grade: 

Mrs. Clements - Bethany Bilhe 
Mrs. Pryor - Jaden Puente 

4th Grade: 

Mrs. Tedders - Temea Allen 
Mrs. Williams - Zack Hudson 

5 th Grade: 

Mrs. Finney - Jennifer Tommie 
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* Awards 

Continued from page 1 

In compliance with the No Child Left 
Behind federal legislation, FCAT starts with testing 
third graders in reading and math; fourth graders in 
reading, math and writing; and fifth graders in read- 
ing, math and science. 

“The children are also learning about tech- 
nology in their classrooms, acquiring computer 
skills and using their iPods®,” Brown said. “You 
have already seen the iPod® they bring home, and 
hopefully you are learning along with your children. 
In the future we hope to offer technology classes to 
parents in the evenings.” 

Awards given the students included: Effort, 
Citizenship, Improvement, Bronze (3-3.4 GPA) 
Silver (3.5-3.9 GPA) and Gold (4.0 GPA) awards. 

“It is very hard to get a 4.0 because every 
test, every paper the student hands in, has to be a 


4.0,” said fourth grade teacher Stephanie Tedders as 
she handed out her class’s Gold Awards. 

In addition, the Citizenship award was also 
handed out to deserving recipients. 

“Good citizenship is showing respect for 
adults, for classmates, and for the school,” explained 
teacher Renea Finney. “If you see a piece of paper 
on the grounds you don’t let it litter the ground. You 
pick it up and put it in the trash container. That 
shows you respect your school.” 

Principal Brown stressed citizenship is 
about building character and developing life skills. 
He said he is proud of the students’ behavior and 
attitudes. 

“We are dealing with very little discipline 
problems and I believe it is because the children are 
so involved in what they are learning,” Brown said. 

The students received certificates and pins 
for their awards that they proudly showed their par- 
ents after their assembly. 



Fourth Grade Silver Award recipients. 


Fifth Grade Citizenship Award recipients. 


Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School Awards Recipients 


Kindergarten 

Effort: Katie Beck, Laila Bennett, Waylynn 
Bennett, Santiago Billie, Alyssa Gonzalez, Jacee Jumper, 
Rubie Osceola, Tanner Shore, Dante Thomas, Aleah 
Turtle, Araya Youngblood; Citizenship: Jayton Baker, Keira 
French, Edward Gaucin, Donovan Harris, Malcolm Jones, 
Sage Motlow, Marcie Osceola, Ozzy Osceola, Mallorie 
Thomas; Improvement: Jahbahn Arnold, Jaylen Baker, 
Bevyn Billie, Myron Billie, Dalence Carrillo, Hunter 
Howard, Tucker Johns, Madisyn Osceola, Jason 
Sampson, Caillou Smith, Aleah Turtle. 

First Grade 

Effort: Krysta Burton, Raeley Matthews, Kano 
Puente, Conner Thomas, Aidan Tommie; Citizenship: 
Jarrett Bert, Keely Billie, Andrew Fish, Alicia Fudge, 
Robert Harris, Aleina Micco, Improvement: Blake Baker, 
Oscar Yates, Luzana Venzor; Bronze for 1st Semester: 
Krysta Burton, Andrew Fish, Lance Howard, Kyle 
Palmisano; Silver for 1st Semester: J-Wayco Billie, Keely 
Billie, Drake Lawrence, Aleina Micco, Mariah Smith, 

Aidan Tommie; Gold for 1st Semester: Alyke Baker, Alicia 
Fudge, Raeley Matthews, Caroline Micco, Kano Puente, 
Gage Riddle, Conner Thomas. 

Second Grade 

Effort: Sunni Bearden, Chloe Chalfant, Jalynn 
Jones, Morgan King, Dyami Nelson, Jenessa Smith, 

Rylee Smith, Camryn Thomas, Layne Thomas; 

Citizenship: Sunni Bearden, Elijah Billie, Michael Clark, 
Reed Gopher, Morgan King, Joseph Osceola, Camryn 
Thomas; Improvement: Brian Bishop, Chloe Chalfant, 
Dalton Clark, Cheyenne Fish, Marquis Fudge, Richard 
Harris, Logan Ortiz, Billy Yates; Bronze for 1st Semester: 
Ivess Baker, Elijah Billie, Brian Bishop, Michael Clark, 
Cheyenne Fish, Morgan King, Brady Rhodes, Layne 
Thomas; Silver for 1st Semester: Sunni Bearden, Isaac 
Osceola, Joseph Osceola, Jenessa Smith, Camryn 
Thomas; Gold for 1st Semester: Dyami Nelson, Aiyana 
Tommie. 


Third Grade 

Effort: Drayton Billie, Robert Fudge, Erik Garcia, 
Joshua Madrigal, Samuel Osceola, Lanie Sedatol, Jerry 
Smith; Citizenship: Jermaine Bennett, Bethany Billie, 
Courtney Gore, Diamond Shore, Kelton Smedley, Crysten 
Smith, Bailey Tedders; Bronze Award (3.0-3.4 GPA): 
Ruben Burgess, Erik Garcia, Odessa King, Rylee Osceola, 
Jerry Smith; Silver Award (3.5-3.9 GPA): Bethany Billie, 
Drayton Billie, Joshua Madrigal, Sean Osceola, Bailey 
Tedders; Gold Award (4.0 GPA): Jaden Puente, Trevor 
Thomas. 

Fourth Grade 

Effort: Tyra Baker, Kailin Brown, Jaron Johns, 
Zeke Matthews, Cheyenne Nunez, Imillakiyo Osceola, 
Royce Osceola, Dezmon Shore, Richard Smith, Melany 
Williams; Citizenship: Tamea Allen, Thomas Bearden, 
Elizabeth Johns, Kalgary Johns, Brydgett Koontz, Trista 
Osceola, Lahna Sedatol, Jayce Smith, Rayven Smith; 
Bronze Award (3.0-3.4 GPA): Tamea Allen, Michael 
Garcia, Allison Gopher, Chastity Harmon, Elizabeth Johns, 
Jaron Johns, Kalgary Johns, Brydgett Koontz, Keyana 
Nelson, Yopalakiyo Osceola; Silver Award (3.5-3.9 GPA): 
Harley Johns, Cheyenne Nunez, Donovan Osceola; Gold 
Award (Straight A’s, 4.0 GPA): Kailin Brown, Joshua 
Greenbaum, Melany Williams, Zeke Matthews. 

Fifth Grade 

Effort: Breanna Billie, Korvette Billie, Braceton 
King, Delaney Osceola, Lindsey Sampson, Jennifer 
Tommie; Citizenship: Justice Baker, Toby Gopher, Daniel 
Nunez, Layton Thomas, Cameron Youngblood; 
Improvement: Deveon Jones, Myrick Puente; Bronze 
Award (3.0-3.4 GPA): Joshua Boromei, Anthony Johns, 
J.T. Smith; Silver Award (3.5-3.9 GPA): Brooke Osceola; 
Gold Award (Straight A’s, 4.0 GPA): Braceton King, Daniel 
Nunez, Layton Thomas. 


Ahfachkee School Hosts Awards Program 


By Judy Weeks 

BIG CYPRESS — Following the completion 
of the second quarter at the Ahfachkee School, grades 
were tabulated, achievements determined and the staff 
prepared for an awards ceremony, which took place on 
Jan. 25. 

The cafeteria/auditorium was filled to capaci- 
ty for the awards ceremony where certificates of 
achievement were awarded for attendance, academics, 
culture, art, science, history, reading and sports. 

With a student body of 183, there were very 
few who were not recognized during the presentations. 

The school sets a very high standard and the 
students are encouraged and enriched on an individual 
as well as grade level basis. The results of this concen- 
trated effort can be seen by the number of high achiev- 
ers. 

Combining the awards ceremony to include 
pre-kindergarten through high school, there were 18 
students maintaining a 4.0 GPA, 34 with a 3.5 to 3.99 
GPA and 46 with a 3.0 to 3.49 GPA. This accounts for 
98 students — more than half of the student body — 
achieving exceptionally high grade point averages. 
Comparing the ratio of student enrollment to these 
high grade averages, the Ahfachkee School has far 
surpassed the accomplishment of the public school 
systems. 

Perfect attendance takes a lot of effort from 
both the students and their parents. With 22 complet- 
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Jack Aguilar displays his Certificate of Excellence 
in art. 
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Edward Aguilar Jr. waits in anticipation for his 
name to be called, while Alissa Burnett-Osceola 
shows off her art certificate. 


ing the second quarter without missing one day, 
Ahfachkee School staff made sure to congratulate 
these families for their diligence. 

A very special attribute of attending this 
school is the students’ ability to participate in a cultur- 
al learning experience. The Culture Dept, works hand 
in hand with the scholastic program, providing the stu- 
dents with the knowledge of where they have come 
from and preparing them to participate in the future. 
Survival of any culture is dependent upon a strong 
heritage that includes history, pride and language. 

A perfect example of integrating culture with 
academics is the Seminole Trek Program, which has 
been instituted by Coach Randall Cleckler. The 
Seminole Tribe traces its roots back several hundred 
years to origins in the Southeastern U.S. 

Following the advent of their historic journey 
from South Carolina through Georgia, Alabama and 
finally to South Florida, the Tribe’s ancestors complet- 
ed a “trek” of approximately 1,215 miles. 

Breaking the journey into five stages, 

Cleckler offered the third grade through high school 
students an opportunity to participate in this journey 
by running laps around the gym at the beginning of 
each physical education class. For each lap they are 
credited with five miles of the original journey. 

Students were scattered out all over the map, 
but by the end of the second quarter, Christopher 
Alexander, Channcy Curry and Michaela Cypress are 
in the third segment. Fourth grader Nehemiah Roberts 
stands out as the only youngster in the entire school 
who has made it to Trek 4. 


Second Quarter GPA/Attendance Awards 


Prekindergarten: Hummingbird - Ahfachkee 
Scholar: Alani Marks, Leo Osceola- Onco, Amaya Solano, 
Kamari Ivey; Flores - Ahfachkee Scholar: Valholy Frank, 
Carlos Bermudez; Ahfachkee Honor Roll: Hehchoo-ye 
Jumper; Ahfachkee Achievement Roll: Ramona Billie; 
Kobe Billie; Perfect Attendance: Kobe Billie, Ramona 
Billie. 

Kindergarten: Johnson - Carlee Billie; Jalycia 
Billie, Charli Frye, Kylen Jumper, Alena Stockton; 
Ahfachkee Achievement Roll: Ezekiel Roberts, Ricky 
Rodriguez, Martha Tiger; Perfect Attendance: Carlee 
Billie; Schyvinch - Ahfachkee Honor Roll: Elise Brown; 
Ahfachkee Achievement Roll: Leilani Gopher; Perfect 
Attendance: Elise Brown, Shana Balentine. 

First Grade: Parrish - Ahfachkee Scholar: Jack 
Aguilar, Leslie Gopher; Ahfachkee Honor Roll: Eliza Billie, 
Chaska Osceola, Thoya Robbins; Ahfachkee Achievement 
Roll: Charles Alexander, Precious Jimmie; Tiger - 
Ahfachkee Honor Roll: Thomlynn Billie, Alyssa Burnett- 
Osceola, Katesa Kirkland, Emmitt Osceola; Ahfachkee 
Achievement Roll: Issiah Alvarado, Mya Cypress, Romeo 
Garcia; Perfect Attendance: Katesa Kirkland. 

Second Grade: Gibson - Ahfachkee Honor Roll: 
Cartaya Billie, Elisah Billie, Jathaniel Brooks, Kevin Ivey, 
Dayra Keones, Brendan Otero, Annabelle Whiteshield; 
Ahfachkee Achievement Roll: Jazmine Billie; Perfect 
Attendance: Ethan Bellentine, Elisah Billie, Jathaniel 
Brooks, Troy Cantu, Dayra Koenes, Brendan Otero, 
Zephaniah Roberts. 

Third Grade: Igelsias — Ahfachkee Honor Roll: 
Graysun Billie, Ahnie Jumper, Sierra Kirkland, John 
Robbins Jr.; Ahfachkee Achievement Roll: Jonah 


Alvarado, Roderick Bert, Dasani Frye, Trevon Marks, 
Ignacia Rodriguez; Perfect Attendance: Graysun Billie. 

Fourth Grade: Garcia - Ahfachkee Honor Roll: 
Channcy Curry, Michaela Cypress; Ahfachkee 
Achievement Roll: Christopher Alexander, Jacob Cotton, 
Chloe Porter, Nehemiah Roberts, Hannah Smith; Perfect 
Attendance: Arnold Billie, Dalton Koenes. 

Fifth Grade: Lee - Ahfachkee Honor Roll: Sabre 
Billie, Gloria Brooks, Michelle Jimmie, Kaitlin Osceola; 
Ahfachkee Achievement Roll: Christian Alexander, Darlah 
Cypress, Haden Littlebear, Mika Lopez, Silver Wolf; 
Perfect Attendance: Mika Lopez, Kaitlin Osceola. 

Sixth Grade: Williams - Ahfachkee Scholar: 
Terri Baker; Ahfachkee Honor Roll: Anthony Cypress, 
Susie Jim, Justin Roff; Ahfachkee Achievement Roll: 
Malari Baker, Levi Billie, Marco Flores, Sarah Osceola, 
Destiny Robbins, Echo Wolf; Perfect Attendance: Marco 
Flores, Rashaun Jim, Sarah Osceola. 

Seventh Grade: DeHarde - Ahfachkee Scholar: 
Alexis Aguilar; Ahfachkee Honor Roll: Ricky Joe 
Alumbaugh, Bionca Acosta; Ahfachkee Achievement Roll: 
Shawna Billie, Colby Herrera, Tequesta Tiger; Perfect 
Attendance: Tequesta Tiger. 

Eighth Grade: Andrewson - Ahfachkee Scholar: 
Jessica Lopez; Ahfachkee Honor Roll: Kegan Cypress; 
Ahfachkee Achievement Roll: Malachi Baker, Natasha 
Billie, Stevie Billie, Jose Cisneros Jr., Kira Cypress, 
Monique Billie, Kaylee Jumper, Margie Lugo. 

High School: Smith and Robinson - Ahfachkee 
Scholar: Demi Garza; Ahfachkee Honor Roll: Bianca 
Fernandez, Serena Green; Ahfachkee Achievement Roll: 
Joey Porter, Dawna Cypress. 


Students Take Part in Official Spelling Bee 

Layton Thomas Advances to County Bee 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — Spelhng Bees are serious 
competitions that usually start at local schools, 
advance to regional competitions, and finally to a 
statewide competition. Exceptional spellers advance to 
the Super Bowl of spelling — the Scripps National 
Spelling Bee, which takes place annually in 
Washington, DC. 

Every student from second through fifth 
grade at Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School partici- 
pated in their classroom Spelling Bee. A winner of 
each class then went through 
the All-School Round Bee on 
Jan. 24. 

“The competition of 
the Spelling Bee is a valuable 
educational experience for all 
of the students involved,” said 
Pemayetv Emahakv Principal 
Russell Brown. “The value of 
being a good speller assists 
students in their progress of 
achieving academic excel- 
lence. I am very proud of the 
effort put forth by our chil- 
dren.” 

The 16 finalists from 
the selected classes sat with 
nervous anticipation in two 
rows of chairs in the 
Community Room, where par- 
ents were watching in the audi- 
ence. At this time, the young- 
sters prepared themselves for 
the Bee, which would follow 
the same rules as the Scripps 
National Spelling Bee. 

The official pro- 
nouncer, Pemayetv Emahakv second grade teacher 
Dixie Ball, explained the strict rules to the children. 
According to the rules, spellers are allowed to ask her 
to pronounce the word again, ask for the definition of 
the word and use it in a sentence. 

“When a speller misspells their word, they 
are out and the next speller gets a new word,” said 
Ball. 


Students were called on one at a time to stand 
before the judges, Acting Education Director Emma 
Johns, Assistant Director Tony Bullington and 
Brighton Education Advisor Becky Bowers, to spell 
the word given them. 

When a word was misspelled, one of the 
judges would ring a bell. The speller would then leave 
to sit in a different row of chairs. When spelled cor- 
rectly, the speller would go back to his or her original 
chair and wait for another chance to spell a word as 
the field narrowed. 

When the spellers 
were narrowed to only three, 
the tension mounted. Zeke 
Matthews, fourth grade, mis- 
spelled his word, leaving sec- 
ond grader Aiyana Tommie and 
fifth grader Layton Thomas. 

Everyone held their 
breath as both spelled their 
next two words correctly, then 
a deep sigh as Tommie mis- 
spelled the word “different” 
and was out. Layton Thomas, 
according to the rules, had to 
spell the next two words cor- 
rectly to claim first place. 

He won spelling the 
words “permit” and “locket.” 

Both the winner and 
alternate winner of the school’s 
Spelling Bee advanced to the 
next level, the Glades County 
School District Spelling Bee, 
held on Feb. 24 at the Glades 
County School Board Office. 

Principal Brown 
shook hands with the winning 
students and congratulated all the students who took 
part. The student spellers were: Aiyana Tommie, 
Joseph Osceola, Sunni Bearden. Dyami Nelson, Lanie 
Sedatol, Joshua Madrigal, Rylee Osceoal, Sean 
Osceola, Zeke Matthews, Kailin Brown, Zachary 
Hudson, Chastity Harmon, Layton Thomas, Joshua 
Boromei, Jennifer Tommie and Brooke Osceola. 
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Principal Russell Brown (R) congratu- 
lates spelling bee winners Layton 
Thomas (C), the first place winner, and 
Aiyana Tommie (L), who came in second. 





Corkscrew Experience for Lifestyle Balance 




By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — As another 
Lifestyle Balance Program reached its 
conclusion, the participants traveled to the 
Audubon Corkscrew Swamp Sanctuary for 
an awards field trip on Nov. 28, 2007. 

Nutritionist Charlotte Porcaro arranged for 
the group to spend a leisurely morning 
touring this nationally acclaimed haven for 
nature located in Collier County. 

Meeting at the butterfly aviary, 
next to the Blair Nature Center, they fol- 
lowed the 3.5 mile boardwalk as it mean- 
dered through one of the most pristine 
cypress swamps in Southwest Florida. 

Although the drought conditions of the 
previous year left their mark on the sur- 
rounding vegetation, the swamp appeared 
to be sustaining itself quite well. 

Finding forage difficult in drier 
areas, the deer were making good use of 
the grassy woodlands on the rim of the 
swamp. Raccoons, otters and opossums 
were sharing the fish, snails, lizards, craw- 
dads and insects with the enormous bird 
population that inhabit this vital part of the 
ecosystem that is protected from human 
development. Alligators lay sunning them- 
selves on the mud flats or floated silently 
among the water plants. Turtles crawled through the 
ferns or rested in small groups on the fallen logs. 

Lifestyle Balance is not just about the control 
of weight, substance abuse and diseases such as dia- 


(L-R) Connie Slavik shows her child the alligators while resting with 
Beverley Rose and Mary Lou Alvarado on the boardwalk. 
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(L-R) Mary Lou Alvarado, Charlotte Porcaro, Connie Slavik 
and her infant wait in the woodland surrou nding the swamp. 


betes and high blood pressure, according to organiz- 
ers. It deals with the whole human mind and body. 

Stress and abusive behavior can take a heavy 
toll on the emotional and nervous systems leading to 
physical ailments and atti- 
tude problems that affect 
the well being of families 
and associates in your 
workplace. What affects 
you, affects everyone you 
come into contact with on 

Drinking in the 
quiet, peace and solitude 
of the swamp, they each 
agreed that they somehow 
felt rejuvenated and more 
relaxed. They were able to 
let down their guard and 
share their personal expe- 
riences, release those 
things that are beyond 
their control, broaden their 
scope of understanding 
and make room for a 
healthier lifestyle. 

Returning to the 
picnic area, Porcaro had 
provided a luncheon with 
fruits and vegetables while 
they discussed the benefits 
derived from their ses- 
sions and the changes that 
had taken place in their 
lifestyles. 



(L-R) Teacher Reif Anderson, Linda Henry, Maggie Garcia and Nancy Frank 


Seniors Continue Learning in 
Adult Education Program 


Submitted by the Tampa Dept, of Elder Affairs 

TAMPA — Continuing education through- 
out life is so important. That’s why the Tampa sen- 
iors have been taking adult education classes each 
Tuesday and Thursday at the Department of Elder 
Affairs Office. The seniors have been enjoying the 
class very much. Their teacher, Reif Anderson, said 
he has been impressed with their work. 

“It’s exciting to see how they are progress- 
ing,” Anderson said. “It’s also rewarding for me to 
learn about the Seminole culture. We have just start- 
ed a history project about their childhood memories 
and experiences, especially focusing on the history 
of their mother, Ruby Tiger Osceola.” 

The seniors have benefited well from this 
program. They are happy to come to each class as 
they learn more and more each day. The program is 
a success. Soon, the department hopes to get new 
computers to help the seniors continue in their suc- 
cess. 

Jasmine Porter, of the Dept, of Education’s 


Adult Vocational Program, attended one of their 
classes on Jan. 24. Porter said she was both 
impressed and encouraged from her observations. 

“I hope the success of these classes will 
spark the interest of the other reservations to start 
these programs,” she said. 


Jasmine Porter, ot the Dept, ot Education’s 
Adult Vocational Program and Jane Osceola. 


Lola Juarez, ol the Dept, ot Elder Affairs, 
Linda Henry 


Is That Food Still Good? 


Submitted by LTJG Hristu “Chris” Chepa, 
REHS, CEHP 

[Editor ’s Note: Hristu Chepa is an 
Environmental Health Specialist with the Seminole 
Tribe ’s Environmental Health Program. The opin- 
ions he expresses are his own .] 

How many times have you put food in 
your refrigerator, only to find it days later buried in 
the back? You finally take it out and begin the 
inspection process. You look at it. You smell it. 

Then you taste it. Then you let a loved one try it, to 
verify the verdict. 

Is it still ok to 
eat it? What is it sup- 
posed to smell and taste 
like when the food is 
had? Have a seat, get 
comfortable, and I will 
tell you a few tips to 
remember. 

First let’s talk 
about time. How long 
can different foods he 
left in the refrigerator? 

Assuming that 
your refrigerator is held 
below 41 degrees 
Fahrenheit, the follow- 
ing are good guidelines: 
milk: about one week; 
fresh eggs: about four to 
five weeks (hard cooked 
about one week); 
opened jar of mayon- 
naise: about two 
months; deli and vacu- 
um-packed products (i.e. 
chicken, tuna, ham, 
macaroni salads): about 
three to five days; raw 
ground beef: about one 
to two days (three to 
four months if frozen); 
ham, fully cooked, half: 
about three to five days 
(one to two months if frozen); opened package of 
hot dogs: about one week (one to two months if 
frozen); opened package of lunch meats: about three 
to five days (one to two months if frozen); soups 
and stews: about three to four days (two to three 
months if in the freezer); fresh meat (i.e. steaks, 
chops): about three to five days (about six months if 
frozen); meat leftovers: about three to four days 
(two to three months if frozen); fresh poultry: about 


one to two days (three to four days if cooked; can 
be frozen up to one year); fresh fish: about one to 
two days (about six months frozen). 

As you can see, three to five days seems to 
be the average for most foods. However, some 
foods may go bad before the average time suggest- 
ed above. 

Your next investigative tool is sight and 

smell. 

Beef may look slimy, sticky or dry and 
brown or green in color with a sour odor. Chicken 
may have purple or 
green discoloration 
around the neck and 
dark wing tips. The tex- 
ture would be sticky 
under wings and/or 
joints with an unpleasant 
odor. Milk can get 
clumpy and have a sour 
smell and taste. Fish 
may have soft flesh that 
leaves an imprint when 
touched, eyes sunken-in 
and cloudy, and have a 
fishy or ammonia smell. 

Frozen foods 
may have large ice crys- 
tals which indicate the 
product has been thawed 
and refrozen. Canned 
food may have swollen 
ends, rust, dents, and/or 
no label. When opened, 
the product may look 
foamy, milky or has an 
abnormal color and 
odor, according to the 
National Restaurant 
Association Educational 
Foundation’s ServSafe® 
Essentials, a manual that 
provides food safety 
guidelines for the food- 
service industry. 

This information should give you the basic 
information for storing and knowing when food 
needs to be discarded. Remember, always use com- 
mon sense when deciding whether the food is still 
safe for you to eat. When in doubt, throw it out! 

For additional question about food safety, 
please contact the Environmental Health Office at 
(954) 965-1300, Ext. 13025. 



Team Seminole Attends Annual Heart Walk 




By Judy Weeks 

FT. MYERS, Fla. — The American Heart 
Association held its annual Fort Myers Walk on Dec. 
8, 2007, and Team Seminole was there to participate. 
This year’s theme was “Take Your Heart 
for a Walk: You Could Live Longer.” 

Veteran’s Park at the foot of the 
Caloosahatchee River Bridge on US 41 
was decorated in red, blue and green bal- 
loons for the occasion. Twenty support 
tents formed a semi-circle around the 
pavilion stage. 

Approximately 3,800 people took 
part in this year’s Heart Walk. Following a 
warm-up with organized exercises, star 
walkers and contributing sponsors were 
recognized. 

Lifestyle change champion Amy 
Smith inspired others by relating her expe- 
riences while losing 75 pounds in ten 
months and reducing her high cholesterol 
to a perfect status. With the overwhelming 
support of her family, friends and cowork- 
ers she has made life saving changes. 

Chairwoman of the Heart Walk 
Executive Committee Patricia Bell said: 

“Walking is good medicine for your heart. 

In fact, it’s great medicine. Did you know 
that for every hour of regular, vigorous 
exercise we do, like brisk walking, we 
could live two hours longer? Imagine if we 
could walk to the moon and back, we 
could live forever!” 

Two clowns from the Ringling 
Brothers’ Circus, currently performing in 
Lee County, held a brief pep rally encour- 
aging the audience to strive for a healthier 
future. The Junior ROTC Color Guard then 
led the way out of the park and onto the 
3.5 mile course over the bridge to North 
Ft. Myers and back. 

Team Seminole, under the direc- 
tion of Edna McDuffie, had participants 
from Big Cypress, Hollywood, Brighton, 

Immokalee and Naples. Wearing T-shirts 
from previous years or donning the new 
purple ones, the team was an impressive 
sight as they joined the crowd in a walk for 


can make the difference between life and death,” he 
said. “Take care of yourself. Your family and the 
Seminole Tribe need you.” 


life. 

Seminole Tribe President Richard 
Bowers Jr. said, “I am very proud of all 
our Team Seminole participants. It is a 
privilege to join you on this beautiful 
morning for a walk in 
support of a healthier 
future. Being a part of the 
mass gathered here today 
is very inspiring.” 

Reflecting for a 
moment President 
Bowers continued, “In 
the fast paced lifestyle of 
the 21st Century many 
people opt to take short 
cuts; eating fast food, 
hiding indoors with their 
air conditioners and rely- 
ing on transportation 
other than their own two 
legs. 

“Under these 
circumstances our bodies 
do not develop properly 
or begin to deteriorate, 
creating physical impair- 
ment; choosing a healthi- 
er diet, exercise and a 
routine walking schedule, 
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Seminole President Richard Bowers Jr. raises his arms in vic- 
tory as he reaches the crest of the Caloosahatchee Bridge on 
the return leg of the walk. 


Team Seminole gathers at the start of the annual Heart Walk in Ft. Myers. 





Oral Piercings Can Lead to Dental Problems 


Submitted by the Seminole Dental Program 

Piercing, like tattooing, is just one of today’s 
popular forms of “body art” and self-expression. 
Piercing may seem daring, cool and totally safe 
because some celebrities use piercing to flaunt their 
particular style or attitude. 

However, piercing the 
tongue, lips, cheeks or uvula (the 
tiny tissue that hangs at the back 
of the throat) is not as safe as 
some would have you believe. 

That’s because the mouth’s 
moist environment — home to 
huge amounts of breeding bacte- 
ria — is an ideal place for infec- 
tion. 

An oral piercing can 
interfere with speech, chewing 
or swallowing. That may seem 
like a mere inconvenience until 
you consider that it may also 
cause other effects during, soon 
after, or even long after the pro- 
cedure such as: Excessive drool- 
ing (something you won’t see in 
hip fashion magazines!); 

Infection, pain and swelling; 

Chipped or cracked teeth; 

Injuries to the gums; Damage to 
fillings; Increased salvia flow; 

Hypersensitivity to metals; Scar 
tissue; and/or Nerve damage. 

An infection can quick- 
ly become life threatening if it’s not treated promptly. 
For example, oral piercing carries a potential risk of 
endocarditis, an inflammation of heart valves or tis- 
sues. Bacteria can enter the bloodstream through the 



piercing site in the mouth and travel to the heart, 
where it can colonize on heart abnormalities. This is a 
risk for people with heart conditions and, in the worst 
of cases, results in death. 

After a piercing, the tongue may swell. There 
have been reports of swelling 
serious enough to even block the 
airway. And it’s very possible to 
puncture a nerve during a tongue 
piercing. If this happens, you 
may experience a numb tongue. 
While nerve damage is some- 
times temporary, it can be per- 
manent. The injured nerve may 
affect your sense of taste, or 
how you move your mouth. And 
damage to the tongue’s blood 
vessels can cause serious blood 
loss. 

In addition, piercing 
jewelry can sometimes cause an 
1 allergic response to the pierced 
site. The jewelry can even get in 
the way of dental care by block- 
ing X-rays. 

Don’t pierce on a 
whim. The piercing will be an 
added responsibility to your life, 
requiring constant attention and 
upkeep. 

For more information 
about Oral Piercing and other 
Oral Health topics, please con- 
tact the Seminole Tribe of Florida Dental Program at: 
Big Cypress: (863) 983-5151; Brighton: (863) 763- 
0271, Hollywood: (954) 964-3411, or Immokalee: 
(239) 867-3410. 


Healthy Seminole 


Fight Tooth Decay with Correct Cups 


Submitted by the Seminole Dental Program 

As soon as teeth appear in the mouth, cavi- 
ties can happen. Too much exposure a baby’s teeth 
to sugary liquids causes of Early Childhood Caries, 
sometimes called Baby Bottle Tooth Decay or 
Nursing Mouth Syndrome. 

Only formula, breast milk, or water should 
be in a baby’s bottle, and he or she should finish the 
bottle before naptime or bedtime. Try to wean your 
baby from the bottle to a cup between the age of 6 
months and 1 year. 

Many training cups, also called “sippy 
cups” or “tippy cups,” are available in stores. Many 
are “no spill” cups, which are really baby bottles in 
disguise. No spill cups include a valve beneath the 
spout to stop spills. But these cups with valves do 
not allow your child to sip; the child gets liquid by 
sucking on the cup, much like a baby bottle. 

This defeats the purpose of using a training 
cup, as it prevents the child from learning to sip. 

Don’t let your child carry a training cup 
around. Toddlers are often unsteady on their feet. 
They take an unnecessary risk if they try to walk 
and drink at the same time. A fall while drinking 
from a cup has the potential to injure the mouth. 

A training cup should only be used for a 


short time. Once your child has learned how to sip, 
the training cup has served its purpose. It can, and 
should be, set aside when no longer needed. 


Tips for Sippy Cup Success 

Between 6 months and 1 year, encourage 
your child to drink from a cup. As this changeover 
from bottle or nursing to cup takes place, be very 
careful of what kind of cup you choose, what goes 
into the cup, how frequently your child sips from it 
and that your child does not carry the cup around. 

Talk to your dentist or dental hygienist for 
more information. If your child has not had a dental 
visit, schedule a “well baby checkup” for his or her 
teeth. The first dental visit should occur within six 
months after the first tooth appears and no later than 
the child’s 1st birthday. 

For more information about cavity prevention 
or other oral health topics, please contact the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida Dental Program: Big Cypress: 
(863) 983-5151; Brighton: (863) 763-0271, 

Hollywood: (954) 964-341 1 , or Immokalee: (239) 867- 
3410. 


Cavity Prevention Tips From the 
American Dental Association 


Submitted by the ADA 

The American Dental Association (ADA) 
advises parents to teach children the importance of 
oral hygiene at an early age, so when they grow up 
they will continue good habits that will contribute to 
their overall health. Oral hygiene, just like diet and 
exercise, should be factored together when teaching 
children how to keep themselves healthy. 

The ADA offers these age-by-age tips: 

Babies, Toddlers and Preschoolers 

After each feeding, clean the baby’s gums 
with a clean wet gauze pad or washcloth. 

When teeth start to appear, brush them with a 
child’s size toothbrush and plain water. Fook for 
toothbrushes that carry the ADA Seal of Acceptance. 
They have been evaluated by the ADA for safety and 
effectiveness. 

Begin flossing when at least two teeth begin 

to touch. 

Start dental visits by the child’s first birthday. 
Make visits regularly. If you think your child has den- 
tal problems, take the child to the dentist as soon as 
possible. 

Brush teeth of children over age two with a 
pea-sized amount of fluoride toothpaste and make sure 
to floss daily. Fook for toothpastes that carry the ADA 
Seal of Acceptance. They have been evaluated by the 


ADA for safety and effectiveness. 

Children should be supervised while brushing 
to keep them from swallowing the toothpaste. 

School-Aged Children and Adolescents 

Until they are 6- or 7-years-old, continue to 
brush your children’s teeth twice a day with a child’s 
size toothbrush and a pea-sized amount of fluoride 
toothpaste. Continue to assist with flossing as needed. 
Fook for dental products that carry the ADA Seal of 
Acceptance. They have been evaluated by the ADA 
for safety and effectiveness. 

By age 6 or 7, children should be able to 
brush their own teeth twice a day but often require 
supervision until about age 10 or 11, to make sure 
they are doing a thorough job. Since each child is dif- 
ferent, your dentist can help you determine whether 
your child is brushing and flossing properly. 

Visit the dentist regularly for professional 
cleanings and oral exams. 

Ask the dentist about dental sealants, a pro- 
tective plastic coating that can be applied to the chew- 
ing surfaces of the back teeth where decay often starts. 

Adolescents may need reminders about prac- 
ticing good oral hygiene, the importance of regular 
dental check ups and making nutritious food and bev- 
erage choices. 



The Counsel 


All _ 

H-L MmLU Hrjlrli -CuutiHW rr™rfl viCui 


Dear Counselor: 

I am a 28-year-old young lady. I have an 
issue that is creating a big problem in my life. I am 
people pleaser. I can’t say no without feeling guilty. 

Signed: 

People Pleaser 

Dear People Pleaser: 

You are in a state of emotional self-abuse. 
You are punishing yourself by thinking that you must 
take responsibilities that are not yours to begin with. 
Learning how to stop being a people pleaser involves 
insight into your own emotions. You have to emotion- 
ally stand up for yourself. 

You can and should exercise the power of 
choice. Your issue is that you are motivated to 
smooth conflict, ease pain and not make waves. You 
are in need of acceptance at all cost; at the expense 
of losing your self-worth. 

Use this New Year to add two new words to 
your vocabulary — boundaries and assertiveness — 
which will enhance the solution to your problem. 

Setting boundaries means you have the abil- 
ity to say no over and over again until it becomes a 
habit, and you do not feel guilty. To create an emo- 
tional and physical space between you and another 
person, especially when there is pressure from that 



person not to, is not 
something you probably __ 

want to do. However, it 
is necessary when set- 
ting boundaries. 

Assertiveness means standing up for your 
rights so you will not be taken advantage of. It also 
means communicating what you really want and how 
you really feel, respecting your dignity and having 
the self-worth to say no without feeling guilty. 

To stop being a people pleaser, you have to 
accept the fact that courage is the foundation neces- 
sary in order to protect your boundaries. To stop 
being a people pleaser, you must realize that it is not 
someone else’s responsibility to protect your bound- 
aries — it’s yours. 

Learning how to stop being a people pleaser 
can be difficult, but it is better than feeling resentful 
and angry with yourself for not standing up for what 
you really want. Your self esteem will grow and so 
will your mental health once you discontinue this 
behavior. 

People Pleaser, here are words of wisdom 
from the Counselor: Anything that changes your 
self-respect, changes your behavior. 

Signed: 

The Counselor 



Dealing with Disability 


Dear Health Educator, 

I have always been an active and independent 
person. Now that I am getting older, I have limited 
mobility due to a knee problem. I don’t want to 
become a burden to my family by always asking for 
help, and I resist the idea of getting a nurse because it 
would make me feel even older than I already do. 

Since I feel like this, I don’t go out much 
anymore and I am starting to feel lonely. What should 
Ido? 

Sincerely, 

Concerned 

Dear Concerned, 

What you are 
describing is quite com- 
mon. As we age, or due 
to an accident, certain 
things may become more 
difficult to do, such as 
walking, driving, cook- 
ing, taking care of our 
personal needs, etc. 

While it must be very dif- 
ficult to face the fact that 
you may need some help, 
there is nothing wrong 
with getting help. 

If you don ’t 
want to, or cannot ask 
family members, you 
may have the option of 
getting a professional 
aid. Getting help from 
others can actually help 
you to become more 
independent and to feel 
better about yourself. 

Don ’t think of it as being 
weak — think of it as 
being strong enough to 
help yourself. 

Remember to be 
patient with yourself. If 
it takes you longer to 
walk now than before, allow yourself more time to 
get to where you are going. This does not have to 
stop you from going out In fact, it is very important 
to keep up with the other aspects of your life — 
socializing with friends and family, hobbies, enter- 


tainment, good nutrition, etc. 

It is also very important to keep moving — 
not all exercise involves walking. You can lift some 
light arm weights, swim, or do water exercises in a 
pool. If you are able to walk a little, and your doctor 
feels it is okay, continue to do so. Just go at your 
own pace. Any amount of activity is better than noth- 
ing at all. 

Ask your doctor what types of physical ther- 
apy would be best for 
your particular condition. 
Once it is determined 
what type of rehabilita- 
tion is best for your knee, 
stick with it! It may be 
slow going at first, but 
exercise and rehabilita- 
tion are the keys to 
regaining movement, 
flexibility and strength. 

You can call the 
Fitness Department to 
help personalize an exer- 
cise routine. The trainers 
are: Hollywood: Gina 
Allardyce: (954) 605- 
8909, Kenny Bayon 
(seniors): (954) 675- 
8718; Big Cypress: Neil 
Prager: (954) 445-2515; 
Brighton: Jeff Garland 
(863) 697-0224 and 
Natasha Kesoglou-Perez 
(863) 697-0224; 
Immokalee: Joey Garcia 
(239) 253-9015. 

For more infor- 
mation about this and 
other health topics, 
please contact your reser- 
vation ’s health educator. 
They are: Hollywood: 
Tina Mennella (954) 962- 
2009; Big Cypress: 
Marjorie Meredith (863) 
983-5798; Brighton: Barbara Boling (863) 763-0271; 
Immokalee: Charlotte Porcaro (239) 867-3408. 
Signed, 

The Allied Health Dept. Staff 



The Seminole Health Department nutrition- 
ists offer a variety of programs and services. 
Community education (at Senior Centers, schools, 
reservation events and other programs) and patient 
counseling at the clinics are the primary focuses. 

If you have questions and would like to 
visit a nutritionist, call them at the following loca- 
tions: 


Hollywood, Toma Hunter, (954) 965-1300, 
Ext. 103 11 

Brighton, Beth Morlang, (863) 983-0271, 
Ext. 15344 

Immokalee, Charlotte Porcaro, (239) 867- 

3408 

Big Cypress, Suzanne Fundingsland, (863) 
983-5798, Ext. 12318 


CMDI 




SERVICES OFFERED 
11 You r Complete & Professional 
Properly Inspcclion Service ' 1 


Phone: &6G.924.6280 
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Serving ML of South Florida 
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Scott H. Cupp 

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW 
SPECIALIZING IN 

CRIMINAL LAW 

‘ 'Handling Criminal Cases Acmss Florida For Over* 20 Years ' 


Law Office of Scott H, Cupp, LLC 
400 lixeeulive Center Drive, Suile 201 
West Palm Beach. Florida 23401 
(561) 6S9-3625 
Fax: (561 ) 686-4567 
cupplaw L956@bellsoLith.rtct 






Family Chili Challenge, Star Nayea Concert Held 




By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — The members of the 
Immokalee community gathered at the Gym for the 
Healing Power of Music concert with Star Nayea and 
the 2008 Family Chili Challenge on Jan. 25. 

Sponsoring the event were: the Family 
Services Dept., Immokalee Council Liaison Elaine 
Aguilar and Immokalee Board Liaison Delores 
Jumper. Donating awards, door prizes and creating a 
team effort for a successful production were the fol- 
lowing departments: Recreation, Library, Hot Meals, 
Broadcasting, Education, 4-H Club, Immokalee Youth 
Ranch, Community Care for the Elderly, Health, SPD 
and the Boys & Girls Club. 

Appealing to the youth of the community, 
Prevention Specialist Fred Mullins enlisted their coop- 
eration in putting together family teams to compete in 
the Family Chili Challenge. Each team was responsi- 
ble for submitting a minimum of one gallon of home 
cooked chili to be judged in the challenge. The various 
departments were also encouraged to submit entries in 
a separate division. 

The result was chili to feed the entire com- 
munity following the judging process. Cookbooks, 
crock pots, silverware, and bowls were among the 
numerous door prizes. 

The difficult judging process took more than 
half an hour and enlisted the services of Tribal elders, 
SPD and Immokalee Board Liaison Delores Jumper. 
Family Services’ Fred Mullins and Julie Bennett final- 
ly announced the winners of the people’s choice 
awards for the 2008 Family Chib Challenge. 

Results were: 1. Garcia/Sanders, 2. 
Davis/Ramos, 3. Tommie Jumper Group, 4. 
Marrero/Tapia, 5. Marrero Group. Winning depart- 
ments were: 1. Broadcasting, 2. Education, 3. 

Seminole Youth Ranch. 

Grammy™ and NAMMY™ awards recipi- 
ent, Star Nayea presented the Healing Power of Music 
concert together with a children’s workshop targeting 


Judy Weeks 

Family Services Fred Mullins presents the first place trophy to 
Sylvia Marrero on behalf of the Broadcasting Dept, in the 2008 
Chili Challenge. 


Judy Weeks 

Motivational speaker Star Nayea talks to 
Immokalee children about the many forms of 
abuse and defensive mechanisms. 

drug, alcohol and physical abuse. Gathering the 
youngsters around her, she shared her experiences as a 
young Native American illegally taken from her birth 
family and raised under abusive conditions by a non- 
native family in the suburbs of Detroit. Her life devel- 
oped into a pattern of survival tech- 
niques and she was eventually able to 
cleanse herself through the power of 
her music. 

Taking the children aside, she 
shared stories and songs that she had 
written which help to heal the effects 
of improper abusive behavior. 

Tackling many topics important to the 
youth of today, she eventually helped 
the group put together a song about 
Global Warming. 

Forming a chorus, the 
Immokalee youth performed their 
masterpiece, entitled “In Our Hands” 
for a very appreciative audience. 

Following the youthful pres- 
entation, Star Nayea was joined by 
David Stenning on the guitar and gave 
a beautiful concert with songs from 
many different genres such as rock ‘n’ 
roll, rhythm and blues soul and rap. 



The Healthy Senior 


nose, watery eyes, 
chest congestion or 


By Fred Cicetti 

[Editor ’s Note: Fred Cicetti is a syndicated 
columnist who writes about issues concerning senior 
citizens’ health. The opinions he expresses are his 
own. If you would like to ask a question, please write 
fred@healthygeezer.com. All Rights Reserved © 2008 
by Fred Cicetti.] 

Q: I’ve had allergies my whole life and I’m 
thinking of going in for 
the shots. What do you 
think? 

A: 

Immunotherapy, also 
known as allergy shots 
or vaccinations, can 
alleviate allergy symp- 
toms. However, shots 
don’t work on all aller- 
gies or all people. 

Doctors advise 
against allergy shots if 
you take a beta blocker 
for high blood pressure 
or heart problems. If 
you’re considering 
immunotherapy, seek 
the advice of a good 
allergist. 

Allergy shots 
are a series of scheduled 
injections meant to 
desensitize you to spe- 
cific allergens — the 
substances that trigger 
an allergic response. 

The usual schedule is a 
shot once or twice a 
week for about three to 
six months. After that, 
you’ll need a shot about 
once a month for three 
to five years. 

Allergy shots 
are commonly used to 
treat allergic rhinitis 
(hay fever) and asthma. 

Allergy shots may also control allergic reactions to 
stinging insects, such as bees, yellow jackets, hornets 
and wasps. But the shots are not effective for food 
allergies. 

If you have seasonal hay fever, you may be 
allergic to pollens from trees, grasses or weeds. If you 
have year-round discomfort, you may be sensitive to 
indoor allergens such as dust mites, cockroaches, mold 
or pet dander. 

The common symptoms of allergic rhinitis 
are itchy eyes, nose, or throat; nasal congestion, runny 


wheezing. If your eyes also 

become red and swollen, you suffer from allergic con- 
junctivitis. 

Before starting allergy shots, your doctor may 
use a skin test to confirm that you have allergies and 
determine which specific allergens cause your signs 
and symptoms. During 
the test, a small amount 
of the suspected allergen 
is scratched into your 
skin and the area is then 
observed for about 20 
minutes. Swelling and 
redness indicate an aller- 
gy to the substance. 

The shots won’t 
give you immediate 
rehef. You’ll probably 
see improvement in the 
first year of treatment. 
The most noticeable 
improvement often hap- 
pens during the second 
year. By the third year, 
most people are desensi- 
tized to the allergens 
contained in the shots. 

For some peo- 
ple, successful treatment 
leads to a life without 
allergy symptoms. For 
others, shots must con- 
tinue on a long term 
basis to keep allergy 
symptoms at bay. 

An allergic 
reaction is a complex 
chain of events that 
involves many cells, 
chemicals and tissues 
throughout the body. 
While there is no cure 
for allergic disease, 
there are many medica- 
tions available to lessen symptoms. About 50 million 
Americans suffer from an allergy. 

Major allergic diseases include: allergic rhini- 
tis, allergic conjunctivitis, asthma, atopic dermatitis 
(eczema), hives (urticaria), and reactions to substances 
such as food, latex, medications and insect stings. 

We don’t know why some substances trigger 
allergies and others do not. We also don’t understand 
why every person does not react to allergens. A family 
history of allergies is the single most important factor 
that predisposes a person to develop allergies. 



Career Fair ‘08 in Hard Rock Ballroom 


By Chris Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD — The numbers told the 
story on Jan. 14, as more than 60 Tribal youth con- 
verged on the Hard Rock ballroom for the Third 
Annual College Career Fair. This year’s fair saw the 
largest turnout to date. 

Students in ninth- 12th grade, as well as GED 
and post graduate students were given the opportunity 
to meet with representatives of 39 universities, col- 
leges and technical schools in and outside Florida. 

Emma Johns, Acting Director of the 
Education Department, said working with the schools 
in coordinating schedules, as well as busing was 
important in the plans. 

“We wanted to make sure we got the target 
audience the colleges were looking for,” Johns said. 
“We wanted to open a lot of doors for them.” 

American Heritage senior and Tribal citizen 


Chelsea Mountain said the day provided her with a 
sense of direction. She said she intends to start her 
own business some day and has plans as an entrepre- 
neurship major. 

“It all helped me to go somewhere to learn 
what I want to do in business,” Mountain said. 

Also highlighted were give-a-ways as well as 
words of encouragement from Tribal Deputy Treasurer 
Pete Hahn and guest speaker and lecturer Chance 
Rush of Cloud Boy Consulting. 

Rush, a regular speaker at Tribal events, said 
he felt an obligation to speak to the youth about their 
future. 

“You’re going to struggle and it’s going to be 
a lot of hard work, but it’s a difference between being 
focused and not focused, you’re going to struggle 
either way,” Rush said. “A lot of time we go around 
things, I believe we should go through them.” 



Chris Jenkins 

Guest speaker and lecturer Chance Rush 



Marisol Gonzalez 

Broward Pines Center Marisa Salazar with (L-R) Damen Bert, Wind Clan; 
Marcus Robinson, Bird Clan;and Brandon Billie, Panther Clan. 


Marisol Gonzalez 

Palm Beach Atlantic University Senior Admission Counselor Pam Elcik 
with Rosemarie Sanchez. 



Marisol Gonzalez 

L-R Education Dept. Administrative Assistant Raysa De 
la Paz, Acting Education Director Emma Johns, grand 
prize winner Kristen Billie, daughter of Esther Gopher 
and John Billie Jr. of Hollywood, and Hollywood 
Intervention Specialist Carine Eugene. Kristen won a 
four-day, three-night student/parent trip to the Bahamas. 



Grand Canyon University’s National Tribal Liaison 
Manager speaks with Jo Jo D. Osceola, and brother 
Joseph. 



Marisol Gonzalez 

Maia Johnston of Full Sail in Orlando, Fla. with Panther Clan Dejong 
Frank, and mom, Donna. 


Guest speaker Peter Osceola-Hahn, deputy Tribal 
treasurer, addresses the students and guests in atten- 
dance. 


Marisol Gonzalez 

(L-R) LeCordon Bleu Culinary Institute reps. Michelle Segui and Daniela 
Cortes speak with Terinna Cypress (R). 
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ears! 


FrontRowUSA.com 


A 


Ticket Brokers 


Top Concerts 


K.D, LANG 

BERNADETTE PETERS 
KENNY G 

bon jovi 

GEORGE WINSTON 
WICKED 


Top Sports 


ALL NFL. NBA, MLB, 

NHL TEAMS 
MIAMI DOLPHINS 
MIAMI HEAT 
ORANGE BOWL 
SUPER BOWL 
MIAMI HURRICANES 
FSU SEMlNOLES 
ALL NASCAR EVENTS 
YOUR SUPER BOWL 
SPECIALIST 

GET YOUR TICKETS NOW! 
PRO BULL RIDERS 
WORLD FINALS 
(LAS VEGAS) 

HARLEM GLOBETROTTERS 


Top Theatre 


LORD OF THE DANCE 
MOMIX 
AVENUE Q 
SPECIALIZING IN 
ALL KIDS EVENTS 
PLAYHOUSE DISNEY LIVE 
SMUCKER'S STARS ON ICE 





Concerts | Theatre | Sports 

Local, National, and Worldwide Events 


At FrontRowUSA, ticket 
buying is hassle- free 
and there are no 
questions as to where 
the seats are located. 

Let us, your expert 
ticket broker , take care 
of everything. 

FrontRowUSA is up 
front and honest, 
putting you up front / 


ALL CONCERTS, LAS VEGAS EVENTS, 
SPORTS AND THEATRE 
TICKETS AVAILABLE NATIONWIDE 
AND WORLDWIDE ORDER YOUR 
TICKETS ONLINE AT 
WWW, FRONTROWUSA.COM 
OR BY PHONE 

(954) 455-1929 OR (800) 446 8499 
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Proudly Serving the Seminole & Miccosukee Tribe for over 15 years! 
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1116 NE 1st Terrace 
Homestead FL 33030 


(305) 245-6260 
Cell: (305) 762-2675 


— - University Podiatry Associates 


Board Certified Fool & Ankle Specialists 


BENNETT L WDLAMSKY, DPM. DAPMSfi 


4601 South UurvEflsnv Dfhve 
CDavtc. Fi.qhioa 33320 
( 954 ) 650-7133 
Fax (954) 6S0-7135 



Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Elisah Billie and Shana Balentine show off their (L-R) Elisah Billie slides back to second ba 
championship medals. the ball. 



|Seminole C 

LIFT KIT! 


receive 1/2 ofl 


* Suspension 

* Remote Start 

* CD Players 

* Exhaust Systems 

• Alarm System 

* Speakers 

* Air Intake Systems 

* Satellite TV 

* Navigation 


Monday - Friday 8-6 • Saturday 8-2 
4443 SW Martin Hwy. 

Palm City, FL 34990 


772-221-1510 or 877-! 


www.extreme-perforini 
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Tribal Citizen Starts “PrtvT” T-Ball Team 


Felix DoBosz 

Bigg Shot pitches underhand slow arc style for a 
knuckle ball type experience. 


Felix DoBosz 

Chantilly Williams is determined to make full con- 
tact with a nice slow pitch. 


Softball Co-Ed Teams Play Season Opener 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — On the evening of Jan. 
28, the Seminole softball season got underway. The 
season opener saw several dozen co-ed Tribal citizens 
and their friends gathering for a fun game of Amateur 
Softball Association underhand slow pitch softball. 



Coach Leon Wilcox takes a long look and a short swing. 


Many of the players enjoyed greeting each 
other for the first time again since last year’s games 
ended. In addition, some new players were on hand to 
show their skills for the diamond game, including 
Otter Clan member Marlon Foster, 18. 

Foster was eager to demonstrate what he 
could do to the ball with a mighty 
swing of his bat. He kind of reminded 
some of his baseball idol, a young tal- 
ented slugger and ex-Florida Marlin 
3rd baseman Miguel Cabrera. Foster, 
whose parents are Kim Osceola and 
Eddie Foster, lives in Hollywood and 
attends West Lake Academy. He said 
he loves to play baseball, but prefers 
football, and likes to practice with his 
varsity teammates on the newly-man- 
icured Seminole Softball Field. 

Tribal citizen and Coach 
Leon Wilcox of the Hollywood 
Seminole Softball Team, who is also 
spokesman for these softball activi- 
ties, was on-hand for the game. 

“ft was fun, I think every- 
body that played had fun,” he said of 
the game that took nearly two hours 
to play. 

“Anybody got a team they 
want us to play, we got room,” 

Wilcox added. 

Informal teams play against 
one another every Monday night at 
the Seminole Softball Field, weather 
permitting, with only a short season 
of five games remaining. 


Criminal Defense 



DUl 

VOP 

Felony & Misdemeanor 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
FAMILY LAW 
CHILD SUPPORT 

Traffic Tickets 


606 West Sugarland Hwy. 
Clewiston. Florida 


The Law Office of 

Joseph “Jody” M. Hendry, tl 

863-983- LAWS (5297) 
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(L-R, Top Row) Coach Maggie Puente, Zoey Puente, Phyllis Osceola, 
Grace Puente, Joey Puente, Kristian Gonzalez, Coach Jose Puente, 
(Bottom Row, L-R) Nicholas Ward, Trace Wilcox, Carmello 
Shenandoah and AJ Wells. 


By Marisol Gonzalez 

HOLLYWOOD— — I i-Hj* 

Maggie Mary Puente took 

on a challenge that not many JtTjjf B J II 

people would — sports and Jr ’ "■ 

children — when she decid- j - l 

ed to start a “Pre-T” T-ball .| . y_£ p 

team on the Hollywood *. 9j 

Reservation. Jkf X 

Puente said she was ^ . |^| -J 

inspired to do this by her V 'jfjl f 

husband and her children W 

who love the sport, admit- ; 

ting she wants to keep her ^ ■ 

children as close to her as - j" t \ Jr ™ 1 

possible. Being a mother of ' •J Vi I *■ I TT^ J f- 

six children, Joel, 10, Zoey, \ £ I k W r l l j 

7, Joey 5, Grace, 4, and Wl+'- ^W , 1 " , r - - t . I 7 

Junior and Tammy, both 3, -rf f | - PU 

the T-ball program should J 

come as a simple task. 

In the past, her 

children have played on T- Coach Ma Puent p 

ball teams and Puente said £ race p^nte, Joey Puente, Kristian Gonzalez, Coach 

she wanted to take on the (Bottom Row, L-R) Nicholas Ward, Trace Wilcox, Cai 

challenge of being a coach. v Shenandoah and A ', Wells . 

Along with her husband, 

Jose, they went to the 

Hollywood Gym and inquired about starting a T-ball 
team to play at the Hollywood field. 

They were given permission to start a Pre- 
T team, which will consist of 4 to 7 year olds. She 
then started to get the word out. Puente created fly- 
ers and handed them out to the Hollywood commu- 
nity and also sent out a global e-mail in search of 
Tribal citizens and employees who would be inter- 
ested in their children joining the team. 

She started the team try outs on Jan. 7 at 6 
p.m. and said she was pleasantly surprised by the 
turn out. 

“Practices are held now every Tuesday and * 

Thursday at six o’clock at the Hollywood ball field I 
until the games start in March,” Puente stated. 

The Pre-T team was a great hit with the 
parents, as they also joined in on the fun. Taylor 
Brooks, telecommunications specialist 11 from the 
Hollywood IT Dept., started his son Nicholas, 4, in 
the T-ball team. Brooks said he had been looking for 
a 4 year old team to start his son out and when he 
saw the global e-mail go out, he jumped at the 
chance and had Nicholas join the team. He is very 
happy with the team and the outcome thus far he 
said. 

“Nicholas is a very athletic kid, hopefully 
by playing T-hall it calm him down and make him 
more of a people person,” Brooks said. 

Andrea and Josh Jumper drive all the way 
from Big Cypress so that their children can partici- 
pate in sports. Now, as their older children practice 
on the softball field, their daughter Canaan, 4, is 
able to play with his Pre-T team. Andrea says it is a 
good opportunity without pressure of the real game, 
and that it is also a great introduction into sports. . 

Puente said her goal is to teach the children Canaan Jumper preparing to h 

on the team, interact with them and to have a good ru n to first base. 

time while doing it. She said she wants to see the 

kids happy. Ultimately, she said she will feel accom- calls a role model. Puente says thi 
plished as a coach having taught someone some- cooks, folds and even when she p 
thing positive. because her aunt believed in her. 

Growing up around sports all her life, “My Aunt Cindy has nov 

Puente said she knew she wanted her children to be can’t tell her how much I appreci: 
involved in sports as well. Softball and basketball said. 

goes all the way hack to her grandmother, she said. Anyone interested in thei 

Puente said when she was younger, she the Pre-T team can contact Maggi 
learned a lot from her Aunt Cindy Osceola, who she 551-7441. 


a 


calls a role model. Puente says that everything she 
cooks, folds and even when she plays a sport, is all 
because her aunt believed in her. 

“My Aunt Cindy has now passed on so I 
can’t tell her how much I appreciate her.” Puente 
said. 

Anyone interested in their children joining 
the Pre-T team can contact Maggie Puente at (954) 
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* Rez Rally 

Continued from page 1 


pie took part in the event with an estimated 100 more 
that either arrived too late or were not qualified to 
enter, but joined the effort. 


strength that it takes to move ahead. When I got tired, 
I looked at them and found the encouragement I need- 


have my work cut out for me. I watched Ah-Tah-Thi- 
Ki employee Cindy Newton complete the whole 


ed to finish the course. They could have taken the easy course on crutches and cross the finish line with a lot 


tion and willingness to come so far for this common 
cause that touches each of us. The theme for this race 
is ‘Together We Can Manage Diabetes.’ Our goal is 
for everyone to achieve their fitness potential and for 
all communities to come together as a whole. Let’s 
enjoy becoming healthier and have fun as well.” 

The tent was filled with cheers as each of the 
captains energized their teams for the competition that 
lay ahead. 

Big Cypress Board Rep. Cicero Osceola 
served as event emcee. He began by making reference 
to the pep rallies that had taken place on the previous 
day, as each captain prepared their team for the com- 
petition that lay ahead. After familiarizing everyone 
with the rules of the rally for one last time, he intro- 
duced the speakers and provided 
a clock count down in prepara- 
tion for the race. 

Health Dept. Director 
Connie Whidden made opening 
remarks. 

“What you take part in 
today is only a small portion of 
the whole organization that has 
gone into preparing for this 8th 
Annual Reservation Rally,” she 
said. “Each year the participa- 
tion has increased and looking 
around this morning, I have to 
say that we have a record 
crowd.” 

“Our objective is to 
work together to eliminate dia- 
betes as one of the major causes 
of death and severe health issues 
among Native Americans. On 
that point, we are all on the 
same team. There is no better 
place to start than in your home. 

If we are to win the war, fami- 
lies must pull together and sup- 
port each other against this 
common enemy. United as one, 
we can do it,” encouraged 
Whidden. 

Whidden then 

acknowledged the behind-the-scenes worker, saying, 
“As the size of the group increases so does the admin- 
istrative duties.” She then recognized team captains 
Suraiya Smith, Brighton/Tampa, Candy Cypress, Big 
Cypress, Jo Motlow North, Hollywood, Mary Jane 
Billie, Trail, Leona Tommie-Williams, Ft. Pierce, and 
Michelle Ford, Immokalee. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress acted as event 
marshal for the Rez Rally. 

“What is taking place here today is all about 
health,” said Chairman Cypress. “No cash awards or 
trophy can compare with the benefits derived from 
taking control of your lifestyle, rather than allowing 
diabetes to control you. I’m told that we have run out 
of T-shirts for some of our teams. This is fantastic 
news, because that means that you have beat last 
year’s numbers and the estimated increases.” 

President Richard Bowers Jr. said: “You were 
all winners when you came to participate in the Rez 
Rally. When I look across this assembly, I don’t see 
individuals, I see families and communities working 
together to build a better life for each other.” 

Brighton Council Rep. Roger Smith 
remarked: “When I saw the fog roll in this morning, I 
worried that participation might not be very good. I 
should never have doubted your strength, determina- 
tion and competitive nature. Looking at this group, I 
don’t see people; I see the power to win the battle 
against diabetes.” 

Hollywood Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. 
brought a chuckle from the crowd when he said, “I 
only run every two years; the rest of the time I strut. A 
journey of 1,000 miles begins with one step and today 
you are taking that first step . . . Our children are our 
future and they learn from our example. It is your 
responsibility to be fit.” 

Before offering the invocation, Rev. Salaw 
Hummingbird said, “I am diabetic and am striving for 
a better physical, as well as spiritual lifestyle. Since 
joining you at last year’s rally, I have lost 50 pounds. 
Take advantage of your clinic. It does a wonderful job 
of monitoring diabetes. When I first went, my chart 
was filled with gray areas depicting sugar and glucose 
levels, cholesterol ratios, heart rates, liver and kidney 
functions. Because of exercise and healthy food choic- 
es, these gray areas are diminishing and I am becom- 
ing proof that you can make a difference.” 

Rep. Cicero Osceola led a group cheer and 
then turned the program over to the Brighton Fitness 
Department for a warm-up stretch. 

From the vantage point of the starting line, 
the long line of winners at the 8th Annual Rez Rally 
stretched as far as the eye could see, before disappear- 
ing into the fog. Registration indicated that 1,237 peo- 


Divisions had been established for both Tribal way out, stayed in bed, eaten a leisurely breakfast and 


citizens and employees indicating walkers, runners, 
strollers and wheelchairs. Then, the categories were 


further broken down by age and sex, offering everyone er lifestyle.” 


set in front of the television. Instead they have shown 
their strength by joining us in trying to build a healthi- 


an equal opportunity. In order to qualify as a team par- 
ticipant, each individual had to make it to the quarter- 
mile marker before dropping out. 

Small reservations such as Tampa and Ft. 
Pierce had a remarkable participation when consider- 
ing the population of these communities. They showed 
a higher entry ratio per capita than some of the larger 
reservations. Tribal citizens like Peggy Cubis and 
Nancy Frank from Tampa summoned their family 
members, neighbors and co-workers for the event. 

Ft. Pierce co-captain Shamy Tommie recruit- 
ed help in the form of Hope Sneed and Leona 


Allied Health Manager Suzanne Davis also 
addressed the participants. 

“While the Health Department is the main 
sponsor of the rally, nearly every department in the 


of the contestants still behind her. Cindy recently had a 
knee replacement, but was determined to participate in 
the rally.” 

The chairman also acknowledged Tribal citi- 
zen Stevie Jim, who recently underwent chemothera- 
py, however still participated in, and completed, the 
Rez Rally. 

‘Chemotherapy hasn’t slowed down Stevie 


Seminole Tribe participated in some manner in making Jim one bit,” he said. “They are both an inspiration to 
success,” she said. “Our Director Connie Whidden others.” 


is the driving force behind the whole operation, but 


“We invited the Miccosukee to join us 


she will be the first one to tell you that it couldn’t have because they are our relatives and neighbors. I was 


been done without team work. Everyone picked up the 
ball at some time or another and carried it toward the 
finish line.” 

For some people, the rally was a competition. 
For others, it was an endurance race. But for many, it 
was a tremendous achievement. There were knee 
braces, walkers, crutches and canes in evidence. 


The Big Cypress Team won the 8th Annual Rez Rally. (L-R) President 
Richard Bowers Jr., PGA Golf Pro Notah Begay, Cherelee Hall, Rochelle 
Osceola, BC Council Rep. David Cypress, Candy Cypress, Cathy 
Cypress, Chairman Mitchell Cypress, Hollywood Council Rep. Max 
Osceola and Brighton Council Rep. Roger Smith. 


Contestants are off and running at the 8th Annual Rez Rally. 


Tommie-Williams, who encouraged total family par- 
ticipation. Their efforts paid off when people like Jane 
Stockton and her daughters Marissa and Lashara made 
the long drive to Big Cypress to take part in the rally, 
along with staff members such as Mary Stomboli. 

Using an air horn, Chairman Cypress started 
the race with the runners in the foreground. Releasing 
the walkers five minutes later, then the strollers, and 
last but not least, the wheelchairs, each group quickly 
disappeared into the foggy embankment of the West 
Boundary Road that made up the four mile course. 

Taking part in the stroller division were the 
youngest members of the teams. Phillip Turtle of Big 
Cypress pushed his son of two weeks the entire dis- 
tance. Crystal Weimann from Brighton, not only 
pushed 3-week-old Choviohoya, but kept a watchful 
eye on her other four children. 

Pregnant ladies like Tammy Tommie, who is 
expecting twins, and Mia Sapp Tosca, in her sixth 
month, also joined the race. These women, along with 
several other Rez Rally participants, had to overcome 
physical limitations just to participate; and their moti- 
vation did not go unnoticed. 

“I am so very proud of the handicapped 
members of our communities that have joined us 
today,” Immokalee Council Liaison Elaine Aguilar 
said. “Whether traveling under their own steam or 
depending upon the assistance of others, they have the 


Judy Weeks 

Nike® employees volunteered to work at the Rez Rally distributing 
shoes. 


Former Brighton Tribal 
Rep. Jack Smith Jr. may 
no longer be in office, but 
he is still a leader, com- 
pleting the entire course 
with his cane. 

In the multitude 
of T-shirts representing 
each of the reservations, 
there were children, par- 
ents, grandparents and 
even a few great-grand- 
parents supporting one 
common cause — a 
healthy, productive future. 
Seniors like Coleman 
Josh, Onni Osceola, 
Teresa Jumper and Louise 
Osceola are representative 
of so many who set an 
example for the next gen- 
eration, not just today, but 
everyday. 

Brighton Board 
— Rep. Johnnie Jones was a 
one man pep rally as he 

crossed the finish line. 

“I’m a little sore, but it was worth it,” Jones 
said. “This is a great event from which we can all ben- 
efit. Please encourage first timers to continue. Life is 
too short to spend it unwisely.” 

Stan Frischman and the Big Cypress 
Recreation staff did a tremendous job at the starting 
line and water depots. But it didn’t stop there. When 
the youngsters crossed the finish fine, they rushed to 
have some fun at the Recreation Dept, carnival, while 
their parents waited in line for Nike® shoes and Rez 
Rally T-shirts. 

Hungry from their morning of exercise, : 


very happy to see that Rosie Billie and her son, Cory, 
had made it up from Ochopee, as well as Mary Billie 
and her daughter Mary Jane,” concluded Cypress. 

Immokalee Board Liaison Delores Jumper 
confided: “As many of you know, I haven’t been in 
the best of health lately. I came out today to ease on 
down to the quarter-mile mark to help my team. When 
I arrived the shuttle had just 
left, so I decided to continue on 
a little further. At the half-mile 
[mark], I figured I would keep 
going and flag down a ride if 
necessary. 

“Before you know it, I 
had completed a good bit of the 
course and am none the worse 
for wear. As you sit in your 
easy chair by the television 
saying ‘I can’t,’ have a little 
talk with yourself about ‘I 
can.’” 

Prior to issuing the 
awards, Nike’s® Native 
American Business Manager 
Sam McCracken 
(Assiniboine/Sioux) made a 
brief presentation concerning 
the shoes received by the rally 
participants. Holding up a 
mold, McCracken explained the 
process used by Nike® to 
develop the new Air Native N7 
Shoe. 

“It had been noticed 
that Native Americans require a 
much wider toe box,” he said. “Taking molds like this 
of the feet of 25 Native American golfers, Nike® has 
developed a new shoe to meet the necessary require- 
ments of our people. I hope that the shoes you receive 
here today will make you want to walk for a healthier 
future.” 

Former Miss South Dakota Vanessa Shortbull 
is one of the first Native Americans to ever win a 
beauty contest to represent her state. Originally from 
the Pine Ridge Reservation, she is a Second 
Lieutenant in the U.S. Army and is slated to be sta- 
tioned in Afghanistan next year. Displaying a fantastic 
sense of humor, Shortbull entertained the audience 
with stories about the beauty contests she had entered. 
Declaring that she is single and scouting for a new 
husband, she had everyone laughing as she described 
her qualifications. 

A Navajo/Pueblo, Notah Begay is a four-time 
PGA winner and the only Native American golfer on 
the Pro Tour. As a spokesperson for the N7 Nike® 
shoe, he opened with a story about a former Stanford 
classmate, Tiger Woods. 

Then, moving to a more serious note, he dis- 
cussed the epidemic proportions to which diabetes had 
escalated among Native Americans. Placing emphasis 
on the need for exercise and a healthy diet as a means 
of prevention, he concluded by thanking the Nike® 
employee volunteers who were distributing the shoes 
at the rally. 

Michelle Ford from Immokalee said she 
immediately noticed a difference in her new shoes. 

“My toes have always felt crowded even, 
when I purchased the next size larger,” she said. 

“These are more comfortable in the toe room, but still 
tight enough for support in other areas. 

Edna McDuffie is known for the miles she 
walks everyday, not just at rallies. For her a proper fit- 
ting shoe is a requirement, not an option. 

“When I put on the new N7’s, they felt like 


crowd quickly gathered at the terrific buffet that await- they were already broken in and not just straight out of 


ed them. It was a breakfast of champions with an enor- 
mous variety of healthy, delicious and nutritious foods 
prepared to perfection. With diabetics in mind, the 
menu offered alternatives to a standard diet. 

Rep. Cicero Osceola resumed his position at 
the mic for the awards portion of the event. 

Laughing he said, “I knew I was due for a 
change in lifestyle when two wheelchairs and three 
strollers passed me up.” 

Joining him, Chairman Cypress, who was 
unable to compete due to doctor’s orders, added a few 
words. 

“From my golf cart on the side lines, I was 
sizing up next year’s competition. I can tell you, I 


the box,” she said. “I am looking forward to giving 
these a test run.” 

When the scores were tabulated, Cicero 
Osceola announced the results. With 451 participants, 
of which 121 had placed, Big Cypress had won the 8th 
Annual Reservation Rally Trophy. The 
Brighton/Tampa team took second place with 340 
entries and 94 winners. Hollywood/Ft. Pierce was a 
very close third with 332 contestants and 44 places. 

Immokalee had an excellent showing for the 
size of its reservation with 114 participants and 22 
places. Special recognition awards and trophies were 
distributed to individual winners to a round of 
applause. 






Tampa Citizens Attend the Rez Rally 


Submitted by Stephen Schwanebeck, Tampa 
Dept, of Elder Affairs 

TAMPA — The Tampa seniors participated 
in the 2008 Rez Rally, held in Big Cypress on Jan. 
19. Tribal elder Jane Osceola won fifth place in her 
age category, making everyone in the Tampa com- 
munity very proud of her. Other Tampa seniors were 


also successful in the Walk for Diabetes Awareness, 
completing it in good time, and still ready for more. 

Joining the seniors on their trip to Big 
Cypress was Carissa Guzman, one of Tampa’s 
younger generation Tribal citizens. She also placed 
in her age category. 


The police know your rights - do you? 
Call my office for a free consultation 


24 HOURS A DAY 


c INCE 1990 J HAVE PROTECTED RIGHTS 
YOURS. MY OFFICE DEFENDS DUl’S, DRUG 
OFFENSES, SUSPENDED LICENSE, DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE, AND ALL FELONIES AND MISDEMEANORS. 


In 1985 he was voted Ihe Trial Attorney erf the yea* ^ graduated bom 
Capital Unhraraity in 1909 and was admitted 1o Cha Flanria Bar in 1990. 
Federal Bar m 1992, and the Federal Trial Bar in 1994. 
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To cap off a dream season on 
the field, Smith received several honors 


Smith (Back Row, Center) with family and friends 


Smith Honored at FAU 
Awards Banquet 

Tribal Citizen Receives Four Awards 


By Chris Jenkins 

BOCA RATON, Fla.— 

Members of Tribal citizen Jarrid Smith’s 
family, his friends and staff of the 
Hollywood Recreation Department, gave 
their support in celebration of him and 
the Florida Atlantic University football 
team on Jan. 27. 

The much-deserved recognition 
was a part of the major accomplishments 
by the football team in 2007 at the annu- 
al FAU Football Awards Banquet. 


off the gridiron wrapping up his stellar 
career including: academic honor roll, 
second team all-conference (Sim Belt), 
four year letterman, and the offensive 
Most Valuable Player (MVP). 

“It was good and felt good 
receiving everything that I got, it was 
definitely a perfect ending to the sea- 
son,” Smith said. 
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Luke Baxley Jr. Scores 
Winning Goal at Soccer Game 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — It was a rainy 
day on Feb. 9, but the kids didn’t seem to 
mind. Young players ran up and down the 
field kicking the soccer ball trying to score 
goals at Driftwood Park. 

Young Tribal citizen Luke 
“Choog” Baxley Jr., 10, was playing tough 
for the Driftwood Dragons team and scor- 
ing goals. His mother, Janine Cypress, Bird 
Clan, and his father Luke Baxley said they 
are very proud and supportive of “Choog.” 



Felix DoBosz 


Luke Baxley Sr. and son “Choog” pose 
after the game in which he scored the 
last goal for a 4-0 win. 



Felix DoBosz 


Luke “Choog” Baxley Jr. (C) gets ready 
to chase down the soccer ball to kick the 
ball towards the goal. 


Carl Baxley also said he has big dreams 
for his grandson, who he enjoys watching 
play sports every chance he gets. 

His father, Luke Sr. said: “He’s 
been playing for about four years and is 
into almost every sport, but mostly base- 
ball and football, he likes them all, any- 
thing with a ball.” 

Luke Jr. attends Hollywood 
Christian School, where he’s in third grade 
and really likes to read. He has three sis- 
ters and one brother. 

When asked what he wants to be 
when he grows up, Luke Jr. said without 
hesitation: “A famous baseball player.” 


Family Services, Rec., Team 
Up for Youth Activities 

Depts. Co-Host Drug-Free Activities for Students 

Submitted by Valerie Marone Dodge Ball Tournament were: Cameron 

BRIGHTON — The Brighton Thomas, Lane Thomas, Randy Shore, 
Family Services Prevention staff and the Alissa Dorgan, and Royce Osceola. 
Brighton Recreation Department teamed The second of these activities 

up over the holiday season school break was the Brighton Holiday Roller 
to provide fun, chug-free activities for Skating, held Jan. 7 at the Vero Beach 
Brighton’s youth. Skate Factory. The students and staff 

The first of these activities was members skated, played Limbo, had 
the Dodge Ball Tournament and pizza races, played arcade games and ate pizza 
party, held Dec. 27, 2007, from 10 a.m.- and popcorn. 

3 p.m. in the Brighton Gym. Everyone reported having a 

In the spirit of “Everyone is a great time and is looking forward to the 
winner that doesn’t do drugs,” all partic- next drug-free event in February — a 
ipants received medals. The winning Valentine’s Day dinner and dance party, 
team members of the Brighton Holiday complete with karaoke and games. 


Citizens Honored with Recreation Awards 



By Chris Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD — The sports 
accomplishments of Tribal citizens were 
acknowledged at the annual Hollywood 
Recreation Sports Awards and Banquet, 
held Feb. 5. The Tribal Headquarters 
Auditorium played host as athletes, friends 
and family, came together for the event, 
which kicked off with a dinner catered by 
Renegade Barbeque. 

Hollywood Recreation Director 
Moses “Big Shot” Jumper Jr. was emcee 
for the evening. Jumper said the Tribal ath- 
letics program is important to the commu- 
nity. 

“It’s something we need,” Jumper 
said. “It’s a great program for our people 
and our Tribal members.” 


“My only regret is that we don’t 
get more people involved,” he continued. 

Several were honored and induct- 
ed into the Seminole Hall of Fame includ- 
ing: Garrett Billie Anderson; honorary 
induction, Leon Wilcox, baseball and 
bowling, Cicero Osceola, BC Board Rep., 
basketball, football and golf; and Dan 
Bowers, football and basketball. 

Wilcox said being recognized for 
both baseball and bowling was a little 
overwhelming. 

“I was very honored and didn’t 
know until they told me,” Wilcox said. “I 


think it’s something that’s 
good for Tribal people that 
are trying to do good things 
for the kids and be role 
models; my mom [Hope 
Tommie] never missed a 
game, she did whatever she 
had to do to support me.” 

Others recognized 
were: Krystle Young, Hali 
Garcia and Whitney Osceola 
in basketball, and Carson 
Knaby, Tarina Young, Irissa 
Young, Alani Frank, Raebin 
Frank and Cindi Adair in 
gymnastics. 

Recreation Youth 
Fitness Coordinator Gina 
Allardyce said 
the six girls recognized for 
gymnastics have been compet- 
ing for several years and are 
currently on the Nova gymnas- 
tics team. 

“All that they do takes 
discipline and dedication,” 
Allardyce said. “I’m very 
proud of them and I love the 
dedication of them and their 
parents.” 

Jumper said he 
enjoyed pay- 
ing respects 
and recogni- 
tion to those 
who have past 
on, which was 
very impor- 
tant. 

“It’s just unfortu- 
nate that it has been a lot 
of young people,” he said. 

The evening was 
also highlighted with 
words from keynote 
speaker Jim Wame 
(Sioux). The former offen- 
sive lineman played for 
Arizona State University 
in college and in the 
National Football League 
for the Detroit Lions in 
the 1980s. 


The special recognition award for 
all outstanding athletes for 2007 went to 
former Florida Atlantic University All-Sun 
Belt Conference and team offensive Most 
Valuable Player Jarrid Smith. 

“I’m just really proud of him and 
that’s the type of kids we’re trying to cre- 
ate with this program,” Jumper said. 

Tribal Council and Board mem- 
bers present included: President Richard 
Bowers Jr. and Hollywood Board Rep. 
Gloria Wilson. 



Chris Jenkins 


Hollywood Recreation Basketball Coach Carlos 
Adamson (second from left) poses with players (L-R) 
Krystle Young, Whitney Osceola and Hali Garcia. 



‘Crossroads’ Boxing Event Held at Hard Rock 


By Chris Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD — Two of the 
super middleweight division’s elite took 
one step closer to an eventual showdown 
Jan. 11 in Hard Rock Live. 

Fight fans and the nation saw 
Edison “Pantera” Miranda and Jean Pascal 
in action along with six other bouts in 
“Crossroads” as Seminole 
Warriors Boxing and Group 
Yvon Michel sponsored the 
event as part of ESPN’s Friday 
Night Fights coverage. 

Miranda (30-2, 26 KOs) 
continued his comeback toward 
the top of the division rankings 
facing up-and-comer David 
Banks (15-3, 2 KOs). This was a 
quick turn-around for Miranda 
whose last fight was a fifth 
round TKO over Henry Porras, 
also at the Hard Rock Live, in 
October of last year. 

Miranda’s opponent 
Banks was also back to work 
quickly last facing Donny 
McCrary in November of 2007, 
winning by majority decision in 
six rounds. He is best known 
from his stint on the popular 
ESPN television series The 
Contender, where he finished 
third. 

As most expected how- 
ever, their opponents provided little 
intrigue as Miranda dismantled Banks with 
a dramatic third round TKO. On a crushing 
right cross, Banks went flying through the 
ropes leaving everyone in attendance 


amazed. Pascal (21-0, 15 KOs) would get £ 
10 round unanimous decision over Omar 
Pittman. 

The tune up for both was part of a 
plan which would pit the two rivals togeth- 
er possibly in June with the winner push- 
ing for a shot at current middleweight 
champion Kelly Pavlik. 


The ever confident and expressive 
Miranda felt he took care of business, but 
was unimpressed with his future opponent. 

“We did our job; we came to do 
our job like we always do,” Miranda said. 


“That’s the base of our job. [Banks’] error 
was keeping his hand down when he threw 
a right. 

“I am not interested in fighting 
with Pascal because he is [uninteresting] 
on TV in fighting. People like me and my 
style.” 

Other action included: In mid- 
dleweight action, Sebastien 
Demers faced Thomas Brown 
winning by a unanimous deci- 
sion in eight rounds. 

Among junior welter- 
weights: Jesus Pabon won con- 
vincingly over Daniel Gonzales 
by KO in the third round, Dierry 
Jean stayed undefeated over 
Anthony Woods in a first round 
TKO, and Kenny Galarza stayed 
perfect over James Sangrey by 
TKO in the first round. 

Miami’s own Joey 
Hernandez moved to 8-0 in a 
four round decision over 
Alpachino Allen among welter- 
weights. 

The one heavyweight 
match-up of the night saw two 
unbeatens face-off as West Palm 
Beaches’ Kasim Howard took on 
Ron La Forge with Howard win- 
ning by a KO in round two. 

Several Tribal officials 
also enjoyed the action includ- 
ing: Chairman Mitchell Cypress, Fort 
Pierce Liaison S.R. Tommie, Big Cypress 
Rep. David Cypress, Hollywood Rep. Max 
Osceola Jr. and Trail Liaison William 
Osceola. 



Tribal Tune-Up Pool Tournament Held 


By Judy Weeks 

NAPLES — The Tune-Up Pool 
Tournament, held Jan. 26 at Shark’s Den 
Billiards, was sponsored by the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida, and open to Native 
Americans, spouses and affiliates. 
Beginning at noon, it drew contestants and 
their families from across the state. 

Naples Community Facilities 
Manager Bill Wilson laid out a program 
that included Men and Women’s 8-Ball, as 
well as Scotch Doubles for Tribal citizens. 
This was immediately followed by an 
Open Invitational 9-Ball Tournament. 

Big Cypress Council Rep. David 


Cypress and Naples 
Liaison O.B. Osceola 
Jr. were very compli- 
mentary of the 
Shark’s Den facilities 
and its owner, Juan 
Cabrera. A game 
room provided 
bumper pool and 
video entertainment 
for the younger 
crowd, while the 
adults participated in 
the day long compe- 
tition. 
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Chief Billie concentrates on a game of bumper pool. 
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(L-R) Naples Liaison O.B. Osceola Jr., Juan Cabrera and 
Big Cypress Council Rep. David Cypress welcomed contest- 
ants to the Tune-Up Pool Tournament. 


Beginning 
with first place, the 
results of the Tribal 
competition were as 
follows: Men’s 8- 
Ball: Gary Clay, Rob 
Smith, David 
Cypress, Roy Garza, 
O.B. Osceola Jr. and 
Daniel Gopher. 
Women’s 8-Ball: 


Phalyn Osceola, Juanita Osceola, Esther 
Buster, Connie Williams, Teonna Rock and 
Louise Osceola. Scotch Doubles: Rob 
Smith/Teresa Nunez, Gary Clay/Esther 
Buster and Teonna Rock/Daniel Gopher. 

Open Invitational 9-Ball results 
were: Men’s 1. Corey Deuel, 2. John M., 3. 
Woody, 4. Jeremy Boling, 5. Oscar, 6. 

Peter LaFortune, 7. Gary Clay, 8. Troy 
Frank; Women’s 1. Teresa Nunez, 2. Laura 
Lindaur, 3. Christy. 










Trial Council, Board of Directors Participate in Annual Ranch Rodeo 

Council Emerges Victorious Over Board, 41-39 




By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — The ranch 
rodeo, held at the John Jimmie Memorial 
Arena in Immokalee, on Jan. 26, marked 
the 8th annual Board vs. Council Rodeo. 
Open to all Tribal citizens, employees and 
Tribal affiliates, this 
year’s production tar- 
geted the youth of the 
Tribal communities and 
encouraged family par- 
ticipation. 

Event coordi- 
nator Moses Jumper Jr. 
said, “We began this 
ranch rodeo eight years 
ago as a good natured 
competition in which 
contestants signed up to 
represent either the 
Board or Council in the 
events.” 

“Cattle, ranch 
work and rodeos have 
long been a part of the 
Seminole culture,” he 
continued. “This year’s 
events have been 
planned to encourage 
family teams and indi- ^ 

vidual youth participa- 
tion. The contestants 
that you see here are the future of the 
Eastern Indian Rodeo Association and the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida.” 

Mutton Bustin’ began with 10 
contestants, 6 years and under, attempting 
to ride their chosen sheep to glory. Wearing 
helmets and vests for protection, one by 
one these brave young cowboys and cow- 
girls entered the chutes and exited with a 
fistful of wool to anchor themselves. 

A 4.4 second ride won Alexis 
Perez the first place, followed by Keanu 
Correa with 4.1 and Jack Aguilar with 3.4. 

Calf Riding is reserved for the 7 
to 10 year olds, and is a lot harder than it 
looks. Eastern Indian Rodeo Association 
(EIRA) veteran Kelton Smedley earned 72 
points for a first place win. First time rid- 
ers Ethan Aguilar and Zephaniah Roberts 
made their mark by taking second and third 
place, respectively, in the event. 

The 10 and under Barrel Race 
offered an opportunity for numerous 
youngsters to try their hand in the saddle, 
either solo or on lead line. Working their 
mounts through the barrel pattern on long 
legged horses or little ponies, each of the 
riders put their hearts into the job at hand 
and did their best. 


EIRA regulars, Ahnie Jumper, 
Alea Turtle and Cyrus Smedley took the 
first three positions with Budha Jumper, 
Caniah Billie, Sarah Descheene, Jillian 
Rodriguez and Cartaya Billie competing. 
Winners in the 11 to 16 year old 


place went to Lizzie Dixey, and Ayze ner, who follows on foot, moving in to 

Henry scored 3.7 seconds dining her re-run grab the ribbon from the flank and take it 
option. back across the finish line. Competing as 


Children poured into the arena 
from the stands to participate in the Calf 
Scramble during the half time. Running, 


the Team Roping and Branding. The win- 
ning team of Header Josh Jumper and 
Heeler Naha Jumper caught, pulled, 


male/female teams, the winners were Justin grabbed doubles and then faced off for 
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earns 72 points for a first place win in the 


Barrel Race were 
Shelby DeHass, 

Alexis Aguilar and 
Melanie Perez, 
respectively. 

Competition 
in the 17 and over 
category was very 
close, but several of 
the riders suffered a 
hard hit to then- 
scores when they 
knocked over barrels 
opening up the field. 

Leanna Billie had a 
perfect run with a 
score of 16.983 earn- 
ing her first place. 

She was followed by 
Tess Duchaneaux and 
Loretta Gopher, tak- 
ing second and third, 
respectively. 

Riders of all ages and skills par- 
ticipated in the Breakaway Calf Roping 
with 15 entries. National Finals Rodeo 
qualifier Josh Jumper had an awesome 
2.94 run and beat out his brother, Naha, by 
only two hundredths of a second. Third 
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Justin Gopher pushes the cattle in the Team Penning com- 
petition. 


and Carrera Gopher, Josh and Ahnie 
Jumper and Naha Jumper and Lizzie Dixie. 

Team Penning 
requires a great deal of 
skill on the part of the 
horses as well as the 
riders, who must gather 
the herd and move 


arena within a very 
short time period. 
Fashioned after the 
arduous work during 
the seasonal roundups; 
a very difficult task. 

With a possi- 
ble 10 cows to pen, the 
teams took turns work- 
ing feverishly to cap- 
ture as many as possi- 
ble within a few min- 
utes. Varying their tac- 
tics, the clock beat 
most of the teams and a 
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Budha Jumper turns Mighty Mouse around the third bar- 
rel. 


sliding and dodging the calves, they did 
their best in an effort to grab the ribbon 
from the targeted animal. Success went to 
Andre Jumper. 

Ribbon Ropers form a team with 
the rider catching the steer and their part- 


Lizzie Dixie to complete the branding with 
her stick and retrace her tracks to the finish 
line. 

It was second grader Troy Cantu’s 
first time competing. During the event, he 
raced down the arena, moved into position 
and was ready to work when his heeler lost 
his dally. Stepping to the side, Troy got 
them successfully into a back into position, but it turned into a no 
pen at the far end of the time for the team despite his efforts. 

Moving a trailer into the arena, a 
three member team must unload a horse, 
saddle it, ride it, unsaddle it, reload it and 
then jump into the truck and blow the horn 
to complete the event. A lot harder than it 
sounds, the team must work in careful uni- 
son in order to be successful. 

Completing the task in just 1 :22 
was the Jumper Team of Josh, Naha and 
Andre for first place. Ayze Henry, Wilse 
Bruised Head and Reisha Doctor came in 
at 1 :43 for second, and third place went to 
Justin Gopher, Happy Jumper and Melanie 
Perez with 1:50. 

Ethan Gopher had a beautiful 80 
point ride in the Junior 
Bulls. Second place went 
to Cody Motlow, who 
created a lot of excite- 
ment when he got tem- 
porarily hung up in the 
rigging but finished with 
74 points. Dayne Johns 
had a tough break when 
his bull went down in the 
chutes and he was later 
fouled at the gate by his 
re-run. 

EIRA Champion 
Justin Gopher’s 86 point 
ride capped an evening of 
fantastic rodeo when his 
bull spun like a top in the 
arena while bucking furi- 
ously during the Senior 
Bull Riding. Following in 
second position was Seth 
Randolph with an awe- 
some 82 points. 

Computing the 
scores at the end of the 
night, the final tally put Council two points 
ahead of Board with a 41-39 win in their 
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EIRA Champion Justin Gopher scores an awesome 86 
points in the Bull Ride. 


few of the cattle escaped after capture. 
However, Justin Gopher and Happy 
Jumper finally scored with two head and 
Dayne Johns and Hilliard Gopher caught 
one. 

Three-member teams competed in 


8th Annual Ranch Rodeo. 


Wild Horse Ministry Returns to Seminole Country 


By Judy Weeks 

BIG CYPRESS — When Paul Daily and 
his family rolled into Big Cypress on Jan. 6, it was 
like a reunion with old friends. The Dailys have been 
coming to Seminole Country for several years 
spreading the gospel word 
through their Wild Horse 
Ministry. 

Using a gentle but 
firm approach, they can 
tame and saddle break 
horses that have never 
been handled in just a few 
hours time. Setting up a 
portable round pen, Paul 
explained, “I am doing 
with these horses the same 
thing that people do with 
the Lord.” 

Paul continued: 

“When things didn’t go 
right, I blamed the Lord or 
doubted his existence. It 
took a rude awakening 
before I realized that I was 
the problem, not the Lord 
. . . We are just like these 
horses, running away hut 
never knowing where we 
are running to.” 

Paul then took the 
opportunity to introduce 
Byron Hogan, 26, from 
Canyon, Texas, who has 
been faithfully keeping up 
with the Wild Horse 
Ministry ever since first 
seeing them in Kansas. 

“I have always 
loved horses, but never 
gave much thought to God 
and my relationship to him 
and the universe,” he said. 

“However, I was intrigued 
by the rapid transformation 
that took place in Paul’s 
round pen with the horse 
and suddenly realized that 
I too had been changed. 

From that day forward, I 
have been blessed and my 
whole life has been turned 
around. 

“Every time the 
Dailys appeared anywhere 
close by, I traveled to 
watch them and seek coun- 
cil from Paul. They called 
me just before they left to 
come to Florida and asked 

if I would be interested in 

taking a short trip with 

them and here I am. I am very happy to be here and 
am grateful for the opportunity to meet so many 
wonderful people.” 

A highlight of the Daily’s annual visit is an 
evening of fellowship around the campfire in a 
cypress head in Moses Jumper’s pasture. Everyone 


was invited to gather around the fire to roast hot dogs 
and share the many delicious side dishes provided by 
the ladies of the Big Cypress First Baptist Church. 

The group enjoyed singing old time gospel 
songs to the accompaniment of Jonah Cypress on his 


midst. Going undetected at first, the alligator evoked 
screams of fear and then rounds of laughter as they 
realized its presence and then noticed that it wasn’t 
real. 

In between fellowships with members of the 
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Paul Daily humanely dropped this wild Cracker Horse to the ground and 
gentled it into submission when the animal realized that there was safety 
under his hand. 



Byron Hogan prepares to lay the horse down. 





Paul Daily gets the horse to relinquish its foot. 


guitar, while the children toast marshmallows over 
the fire. The Dailys share their travel experiences 
with their friends and catch up on local events during 
their absence. This time Paul distracted the group 
with a shght of hand trick using his handkerchief, 
while the Jumpers slid a large fake alligator into then- 


performance that could change their lives forever. 

With Paul and Byron sharing the round pen, 
they got two young horses under saddle in 
Immokalee at the beginning of the evening. Then 
they tackled two very wild Florida Cracker Horses 
that have spent their lives 
running loose in the pas- 
ture down at Moses 
Jumper’s. Long hours were 
spent catching and halter- 
ing these untamed crea- 
tures before they could be 
transported to the Daily 
round pen. 

When the big 
moment arrived, the two 
horses catapulted out of 
the back of the trailer and 
the fun began. In just short 
of two hours, the horses 
were coming to the men, 
following them around, 
accepting the saddle and 
had been ridden. This may 
sound simple, but a great 
deal of hard work and con- 
centration were involved in 
the process. 

In order to get the 
animals to submit, they 
both had to be taken to the 
ground and forced to 
accept the dominance of 
their peers. Bucking 
around the pen, they cer- 
tainly weren’t happy recip- 
ients of the saddles and 
riders, but eventually rec- 
ognized that they were not 
in harm’s way. 

“These horses are 
just like people,” Paul said. 
“We can show them the 
way and lead them down 
the path, but they must 
want to accept the rewards 
that are waiting at the end 
of the road. Every day is a 
new opportunity for us to 
walk with the Lord, who is 
always present. Let the 
Lord be part of your life 
and he will show you the 
way. Watching these horses 
you may see similarities 
between your lives and 
what has taken place here 
tonight.” 

In conclusion Paul 
said: “Don’t kid yourself. 
These horses are not com- 
pletely broken. The work 

Big Cypress First Baptist Church, Rev. Salaw has just begun and their owners must follow through 

Hummingbird made arrangements for the Wild Horse with their training in order to make a valuable asset 
Ministry to visit not only Big Cypress, but out of them. Submission to the Lord is just the begin- 

Hollywood, Brighton, Immokalee, LaBelle and ning of a life of service that will benefit everyone. 

Clewiston. Upon hearing of their arrival, past specta- There is no future in running away. Just trust in the 
tors gathered up their friends and flocked to watch a Lord.” 


Byron Hogan of the Wild Horse Ministry talks with children at 
their exhibitions. 
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Chairman Mitchell Cypress (L) and Brighton Council Rep. Roger Smith (R) strike a pose with former 
Miss Rodeo America and current ESPN rodeo analyst Jennifer Douglas Smith. 


Seminole Hard Rock Sponsors 
WNFR ESPN Telecasts 


By Lynda Haschkeinl 

LAS VEGAS — The Seminole Hard Rock 
became the first presenting sponsor of ESPN’s telecast 
of the 49th Annual 2007 Wrangler National Finals 
Rodeo (WNFR) in Las Vegas. An esti- 
mated viewership of more than 40 mil- 
lion people saw the broadcast during the 
10-day event in December 2007. 

Dubbed the “Super Bowl of Rodeo,” the 
WNFR is the largest and richest profes- 
sional rodeo event in the world. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress, 

President Richard Bowers Jr., Brighton 
Rep. Roger Smith and Big Cypress Rep. 

David Cypress attended the event, which 
draws more than 170,000 attendees 
annually. The Tribal Council members 
toured the onsite ESPN broadcast com- 
pound and met with network and rodeo 
officials, including 8-time World 
Champion bull rider and ESPN rodeo 
commentator Donnie Gay. 

According to Winnercomm, 
which produces the rodeo telecasts on 
ESPN exclusively, there are more than 
72 million rodeo fans in the U.S. 

Research shows that rodeo fans are 
heavy users of family restaurants and 
avid casino gamblers “which provides a 


great opportunity for Seminole Hard Rock to show- 
case their properties and the brand,” said Sam Dunn, 
director of Winnercomm ’s event management team. 

In addition, Seminole Hard Rock sponsored 
five bull riders in the WNFR 
competition, including Wesley 
Silcox of Payson, Utah, who cap- 
tured the 2007 World 
Championship. Other sponsored 
bull riders included Chance 
Smart, Philadelphia, Miss.; Clint 
Craig, Mena, Ark.; Logan Knibbe, 
Rockdale, Texas; and Cody 
Hancock, Taylor, Ariz., who won 
the 2007 Xtreme Bulls Seminole 
Classic in Okeechobee last 
March. 

The 2007 ESPN WFNR 
telecast included more than 45 
hours of coverage, providing the 
Seminole Hard Rock with domi- 
nant brand exposure through a 
mix of commercial units, in-arena 
and on-set signage and in-show 
features like “Seminole Hard 
Rock’s Road to the WNFR” that 
highlighted a particular cowboy 
or rough stock’s path to the event. 
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Seminole Hard Rock bull 
rider Wesley Silcox captured 
his first Professional Rodeo 
Cowboy Association World 
Title with a score of 91.5 on 
the last night of the WNFR. 


Students Honored for Agricultural Essay Contest 

Awards Ceremony Coincides with WNFR 

Submitted by Vicki Le Beaux, Native Women & ing this year’s contest. Chantel Becenti, Navajo 
Youth in Agriculture Nation, and Luke Claymore, Cheyenne River Sioux 

LAS VEGAS — Rodeo stars galore were Tribe, were the two students chosen as finalists to 
at the WNFR, but those weren’t the only stars in be honored at the Awards Luncheon on Dec. 11, 
Vegas that week. Two particular youth were hon- 2007. 

ored in the world of Indian agriculture at the LAC Board Member and Tribal President 

Intertribal Agriculture Council (IAC) and Indian Richard Bowers Jr. as well as Seminole 4-H 
Nations Conservation Alliance (INCA) Annual Coordinator Polly Hayes were in attendance to con- 
Agriculture Symposium, held at the Flamingo gratulate the winners. 

Hotel & Casino. This annual 
meeting is where over 550 
Tribal agricultural producers, 

Tribal Councils and Federal 
Agency representatives meet 
to receive the information 
hotline on the latest agricul- 
ture policy, trends and con- 
cerns in Indian Country. 

Native Women & 

Youth in Agriculture 
(NWYIA) sponsored the 4th 
Annual Youth Essay Contest, 
held in conjunction with the 
symposium. The subject for 
the essay contest this year 
was: “How My Ancestors 
Land Use Influenced My 
Future in Agriculture.” 

Native American (L-R): Seminole 4-H Coordinator Polly Hayes, NWYIA Advisory 
high school students through- Board Member Roy Doore, Chantel Becenti, youth essay finalist, 
out Indian Country participat- President Richard Bowers Jr., Luke Claymore, youth essay finalist, 
ed in the contest with two NWYIA Advisory Board Member Tina Voigt, NWYIA Co-Founder 

essays being selected to Janie Rogers and NWYIA Co-Founder and President Vicki Le 

receive special attention dur- Beaux. 
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Seminole Tribe of Florida team members show off their first place trophy and buckles at the 
Working Ranch Cowboys Association Rodeo in Arcadia, Fla. (L-R) Matt Arietta, Adam Turtle, 
Bobby Yates, Brighton cattle foreman, Gene Thomas, Tommy Rodgers, Jerry Skates, Cody Lewis 
and Alex Johns, Assistant Natural Resource Director. 


Team Seminole Triumphs at WRCA Rodeo 

By Judy Weeks These are tough events and the teams must 

ARCADIA, Fla. — The Arcadia Rodeo fight hard for every one of their points. With opin- 

Committee hosted a Working Ranch Cowboy ions varying on the subject, the general considera- 

Association (WRCA) Rodeo on Oct. 13-14, 2007. tion tends to place Wild Cow Milking at the top of 

This rodeo was the first one of its kind east of the the list of most difficult. Fortunately, the minimum 

Mississippi River and there are hopes to establish a requirement is only one drop of visible milk in the 

regularly scheduled competition under WRCA container to qualify; however, this is easier said 

rules. than done. Over the years the best of the best have 

Nine teams entered the weekend contest lost out in this one, but Team Seminole is proud to 

representing six of the 25 largest cattle ranches in have earned a third place, 
the United States. With all nine teams coming from There was only one tie during the entire 

the state of Florida, it is hoped that they will draw weekend and that occurred in the Ranch Vet when 

out of state competition by sanctioning their future Rum Creek and Babcock both stopped the clock at 

rodeos. This could lead to possible qualifiers for the 29.5 seconds. The Tribal team took sixth place in 
WRCA Finals, held annually in Amarillo, Texas. this event. 

Combining their efforts, two of the current Following a first place in Calf Branding, 

teams had duo representation in order to gamer suf- teammate Tommy Rodgers picked up 70 points 
ficient members. right behind Houston Ryals, 16, of the XL Bar 

Florida dayworker Tate Higginbotham is a Ranch/Ryals Cattle Co. team in the Bronc Riding, 

member of the WRCA and was the director of the Earning another second place slot in Team Sorting 

recent Arcadia, Fla. production. pushed them over the top. 

The 2007 rodeo was comprised of five A total score of 41 points gave the 

events divided into a two-day competition: Bronc Seminole Tribe of Florida the grand championship 
Riding, Ranch Vet, Wild Cow Milking, Calf for the weekend. 

Branding and Team Sorting. How did things stack up after the final tab- 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida was repre- ulation? The teams finished in the following order 
sented by team members Alex Johns, Tommy beginning with first place: Seminole Tribe of 

Rodgers, Matt Arietta, Cody Lewis, Jerry Skates, Florida Inc., Babcock Ranch, Blue Head Ranch, 

Gene Thomas, Adam Turtle and Bobby Yates. Adams Ranch, Rum Creek Ranch, Lindsey Cattle 

Although the association welcomes women Co/Lykes Brothers Ranch, XL Bar Ranch/Ryals 
into its ranks, there was only one young lady Cattle Co., Deseret Ranch and Alico Ranch, 

entered into this particular competition. College stu- Jeremy Waters of the Babcock Ranch was 

dent Jenna Adams grew up working beside her named Top Hand for the 2007 WRCA Arcadia 

father on the Adams Ranch, competed in high Rodeo, 

school rodeo, and was a valuable asset to their 
team. 


Fun Day Held at Seminole Ranch 



By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — The 
Immokalee Seminole Ranch and 
Recreation Departments joined forces 
during the holiday season school break to 
host a Fun Day for Immokalee ’s youth. 

The Recreation Dept, began 
picking up children at 10 a.m. on Dec. 27 
and transported them to the Immokalee 
Seminole Ranch for a day of fun-filled, 
supervised activities. Ranch Director 
Kenny Joe Davis and Immokalee 
Recreation Director Johnny Boone com- 
bined their staffs for the occasion. 

Organized games and exercises 
took place all morning long. The after- 
noon was spent teaching future cowboys 
and cowgirls how to rope using Jake 
Steers for cattle. Hamburgers and hot 
dogs were served hot off the grill with a 
wide assortment of kid- friendly snacks, 
such as snow cones, that really hit the 
spot. 

Although cool during the morn- 
ing hours, things heated up in the after- 
noon. Dragging hoses and sprinklers into 
two of the four bounce houses, they were quickly 
transformed into a water park, which was utilized by 
both children and adults. 

With all these possibilities, there was just one 
event that stood out above all the others. Hours were 
spent leading children around the arena on several of 
the ranch horses. 


For many of the youngsters, this was their 
first ranch experience. If they have their way, it won’t 
be the last. And it doesn’t have to be! 

All parents have to do is bring their children 
out to the ranch and sign them up for the boys and 
girls Riding Club, which meets weekly. Contact the 
Immokalee Seminole Ranch Office in the 
Administration Building for details. 
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Asst. Immokalee Seminole Ranch Director Gabriel Acosta teaches roping techniques to (L-R) K. J. Davis, 
Paul Tahchawwickah, and his brother, Jack. 













Following this ride Cameron Bland got hung up in the rigging and the bull fighter was jumped on 
by the bull. 


PRCA Southeastern Circuit Rodeo Finals 


By Judy Weeks 

BRIGHTON — The Professional Rodeo 
Cowboy Association (PRCA) Southeastern Rodeo 
Circuit finals took place on the weekend of Jan. 4-6 
at the Fred Smith Rodeo Arena. Undergoing some 
renovations, the arena was in great shape for the 
rodeo with a state-of-the art score board that elimi- 


Average and Year End Finals. This opened the field 
for the Second Place Winner from Brandon, Miss., 
Brad Morgan to qualify for Pocatello, Idaho. 

Team Ropers were snagging their steers 
right out of the box, but quite a few suffered penal- 
ties for one leg catches. The Circuit Finals Average 
went to Header Jimmy Tanner from Tifton, Ga., and 


nated the guess work for anyone attempting to keep Heeler Kyle Lawrence of Dover, Fla. Year End 


warns* 


track of the action. Champions were Header Billy Joe Berry and Heeler 

Brighton Council Representative Roger Derrick Freeman. 

Smith greeted the rodeo spectators at the 

event’s start. ^ 

“The Seminole Tribe of Florida is 
pleased to host the Southeastern Circuit 
Finals,” he said. “Rodeo is an important sport 
in Seminole land and we are always glad for ! 

an opportunity to watch so many fine athletes V* «■' . 

compete.” $3. I I 

The top 1 2 riders in each event then fl9 

competed for the championships in their 

respective categories. With the best of the f .. FilS -r 

best participating in all three go-rounds, the ■ 

heat was on and these terrific athletes were * Jk * , 

up to the challenge. 

It was a terrific accomplishment for '■ , m 
Bull Rider Chance Smart who won the NN 

Circuit Finals Average Championship on the 
night of Jan. 5. Riding some of the toughest 
bulls in rodeo competition, Smart fought hard 
and won the top position in all three heats, 
making him also the Second Place Winner for 

Tribal citizens and spectators gave 

him a standing ovation. The Year End First ■ j 

Place went to Justin Koon from Grapevine, 

Ark. 

Chance Smart from Philadelphia, Judy Weeks 

Miss., competed in the National Finals Rodeo New Zealander Curtis Garton shows great form in his 
in Las Vegas last December where he earned re _ ride during the Saddle Bronc event 

the title of Third Overall m the Bull Riding 

Championship and second place in the 

Average. He proudly wore the patch of the A local gal from Okeechobee, Wendy 

Seminole Tribe of Florida on his vest during the Culberson, was the Year End Champion Barrel 

competition. Racer. Picking up the Circuit Finals Average was 

The Bareback and Saddle Bronc Riders did Sabra O’ Quinn. Next stop for the champions is 
a terrific job with two-thirds of the contestants Saul, Ariz. and Pocatello, Idaho. 

The rodeo weekend 
wouldn’t have been complete 
without some outstanding 
entertainment mid way 
through the presentation. 

Victor Billie wowed the audi- 
ences at each performance by 
wrestling an eight foot alliga- 
tor in the middle of the arena. 
Placing its powerful jaws 
beneath his chin and rolling it 
over to put the reptile to sleep 
brought cheers from the 
crowd. 

Trick Roper Texas 
Jack Fulbrite did some very 
fancy footwork while twirling 
two ropes at the same time 
during his finale. He skillfully 
danced the Texas Two Step, 
spun his rope into a cyclone 
and manipulated a 70-foot lari- 
at. His performance with a bull 
Judy Weeks whip was the grand finale. 

Neil Morgan, Jr. makes a flying dismount in the Tie Down Roping The culture village 

where he achieved a 9.8 second score. offered a rare glimpse into the 

past for spectators and provid- 
ed a wide assortment of ven- 

achieving an 8 second ride. The Bareback Awards dors with extraordinary handicrafts. This was just a 
went to two men from Tennessee. The Circuit Final warm-up for the Brighton Field Day Festival and 
Average Winner was Matt Bright from Loudon and PRCA Rodeo scheduled for Feb. 16-17. 

Scotty NeSmith from Russellville topped 

the Year End Championship. ^ 

Saddle Bronc Rider Curtis Garton I Hflitagl __ _ |jji||pi 

received a re-run when the horse he drew , If. 5. ^ Mlf rELff ] 

backed up in the chute and wouldn’t come V 

out. After he dismounted, it suddenly came ^ jj 

to life and bucked around the entire 

perimeter of the arena. 4 ( 

Garton is from New Zealand and | ^ jOb ‘ 1 r 

three years ago required 300 stitches after 

being attacked by a kangaroo. He had ‘ t.— r ' 

much better luck at the finals where he 
became Year End Champion. Alan 

Frierson of O’Brien, Fla. won the Finals , ™ M 

The steers gave the Tie Down 
Ropers some stiff competition. There were 
lost dallys, broken barriers and K.C. 

McBride got tangled in his rope during the 
dismount, causing a few tense moments 
before he recovered. When the dust had 
cleared, Justin Thigpen won the Average 
and Jade Conner was the Year End 
Champion. 

A strange turn of events took T ■ , ,, „ „ Weeks 

place in the Steer Wrestling when Nick Texas Jack Fulbrite dances the Texas Two Step with his 
Griffith of Danville, Ala. won both the lariat. 


Team Roping Saddle Series 


Judy Weeks 

Jake Steers went to third place winners Josh Jumper and 
Greg Betancourt. 


the horse lost its footing, went down and 
rolled on him. Pigot lay motionless for 
several seconds, as help flooded the arena, 
and then rolled over. Finally catching his 
breath, he slowly recovered and was able 
to walk out of the arena as his comrades 
breathed a sigh of relief. 

Paying back six holes, the com- 
bined scores in the third round ranged from 
32.27 seconds to 53.77 seconds. First place 
winners Marvin Hines and Hilliard Gopher 
received tooled, engraved roping bags. 

Josh Jumper and Greg Lewis, who came in 
second, received ornately-decorated breast 
collars. Third place winners Josh Jumper 
and Greg Betancourt took home Jake 
Steers with their winnings. 

Translating the winning times into 
points from both roping events, the saddle 
winners were Grand Champion Header 
Josh Jumper and Grand Champion Heeler 
Greg Lewis. 


lORAy^l- 

ILLYWOOD 


Gourmet Gift Baskets 
And Goodies 


Your Area's #1 Gift Basket And 
Floral Connection Since 1993 


By Judy Weeks 

A Tribal and Affiliate Team 
Roping Saddle Series, sponsored by BC 
Board Rep. Cicero Osceola, took place at 
the BC Entertainment Complex and the 
Immokalee Seminole Ranch during the 
month of December 2007. 

Since the new Big Cypress 
Entertainment Complex was not yet com- 
pleted, the first roping of the series was 
held at Moses Jumper’s Arena on Dec. 1, 
2007. With money and Jake Steers to the 
first place winners, there were 27 entries in 
the Three Head Progressive After One 
Round Robin. 

Moses Jumper welcomed every- 
one to his arena, before offering an open- 
ing prayer. He then announced that there 
were bounty steers on the premises provid- 
ing an opportunity to win additional prize 
money. 

The steers were extremely fresh 
creating an additional challenge for the 
ropers. Running like greased lightning, the 
teams had their hands full and had to work 


Judy Weeks 

Header Josh Jumper and Heeler Hilliard Gopher took first 
place in the roping at Moses Juniper’s Arena. 


Judy Weeks 

Kenny Joe Davis and Gabriel Acosta congratulate first place winners 
Hilliard Gopher and Marvin Hines. 


Pauletta Bowers came in third 
with 39.86. The fastest 10 times 
earned points toward the High 
Point Saddles. 

The final leg of the 
series took place at the John 
Jimmie Memorial Arena in 
Immokalee on Dec. 15. The pot 
had been sweetened when 
Immokalee Seminole Ranch 
Director Kenny Joe Davis put up 
additional money. Roping bags, 
breast collars and Jake Steers 
were added to first, second and 
third place, respectively. 

With 15 headers and 15 
heelers, there were 225 runs in 
the first round. Only 42 teams 
were able to return for the second 
go and by the third, these had 
been reduced to 17 runs. 

Everyone got a scare in 
the second round when Gabriel 
Acosta caught, turned and 
dragged the steer. As his heeler, 
Ralph Pigot, came into position 


very hard to score. With 182 runs 
and two re-runs in the first round, 
three quarters of the teams had a No 
Time. Missed catches and lost 
dallys left only 36 teams for the 
second go around. 

Broken barriers and one 
leg catches were really beginning to 
take their toll on the remaining 
scores and by the third round, only 
12 teams remained. Eight of these 
were quickly eliminated. Being 
honorable sportsmen, Marvin Hines 
and Lazaro Perez turned themselves 
in for an illegal catch, leaving the 
three winning teams to score. There 
were no successful bounty catches. 

Taking first place, Josh 
Jumper and Hilliard Gopher took 
home Jake Steers in addition to 
their cash awards. Second place 
winners were Josh Jumper and 
Lazaro Perez with a time of 29.19 
seconds and Marvin Hines and 


Judy Weeks 

Winners of the Saddle Series were Champion Header Josh Jumper 
and Champion Heeler Greg Lewis. 


Floral, Gourmet And Specialty Gifts 

GGUEMFT PFUGHTS,,, GOURMET BASKETS AN D COOPIFS 

RORAl EXPRESSION* FRESH FEO WFRS 

INPUI GENCE, 

PRECIOUS MOMFNTT„ „ -BABY 

Willi SYMPATHY. 

FEE SH BAKFD COOKIES, 

YOU E BUSINESS IMAGF 


LikjI Delivery 
EItowjuJ & Unde 
Wire Service. We Ship 
Last Minute Onfert. All 
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On Pines/Hollywood Blurt 

J u si Wfisi oi Uniuersity II rive 

954 - 433-3408 


Maroone 


ZFt! Performance 


for me 2010 Camaro! 


Factory Warranty 


Build Your Own Van 


Place your order early 


ANNOUNCING THE 
CORVETTE ZR-1. 
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ZF 1 Ext Briar 


* Visible carbon- Fiber uteri, toot bow, rocker 
extensions and IranL nir splitter 

* CiarbanTiber dksmxl! I'tood wilh s window In Iho 
aupordw^cr 

* Unique carbon tibia- dual cove Irani renders 

* 1 'EMuch IrantfZ&Bich rate, HMpPko wbaials dev 
Mid-elm Flint Spocl PS-2 liras. 


Intone* 
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podiagi 




Birthdays 


Anniversary 


When they were bom.... 

The world became a better place. 

I’d like to wish my first bom, my 
little girl, Miss Mae’Anna-Hechete a very 
happy belated 4th birthday on Feb. 18. 

There’s no gift more special than 
having a little girl like you in our lives. 
You are the best big sister ever. Keep 
smiling and stay sweet. 

We are all proud of you, no 
matter what you do. We love you, always. 

Introducing my big hoy ... 
Amadeus “Big Charlie” Osceola, Panther 
Clan, bom on Aug. 27, 2007, in Miami at 
11:51 p.m., weighing 7 pounds, 8 ounces, 
and measuring 20 inches. 

He was a big surprise being bom 
five weeks early, but I’m grateful he came 
into this world healthy. 

Proud mother is Ida F. Osceola. 
Maternal grandparents are Debbie S. 
Osceola of Trail and the late Junior 
Osceola of BC; Great-grandparents are 
Frances J. Osceola and “Wild” Bill M. 
Osceola of Trail and the late Ida and Big 
Charlie Osceola of BC. 



Happy belated birthday to 3-year- 
old Scott Sisto on Feb. 26 
Love, 

Mommy, Staiia and Venne 


Messages 



Classified Ads 


Actors/Models Needed: Pyramid 
Studios is producing a show about first 
contact between Florida Tribes and 
Spanish Conquistadors for the Tampa Bay 
History Center. Seeking Native American 
men, women and children to portray 
various Tocobaga peoples for STILL photo 
shoot in Tampa Bay in March. Please send 
photograph along with height, weight and 
contact number or email to Pyramid 
Studios, 1710 Altamont Ave., Richmond, 
Va. 23230. All actors paid. 

For Sale: Custom-built home 
located on Lake Okeechobee canal. Two 
bedroom, two bath, fully furnished with 
screened porch, solid oak cabinets. Boat 
ramp with direct access to lake. Huge 
4,500 sq. ft. workshop with boat storage. 
Lakeport, Fla., near Brighton Reservation. 
Asking $315,000. Offers accepted. Please 
call (863) 227-3692 for more info. 


Cleaning Lady for Hire: 

Experienced cleaning lady for Big Cypress 
area. References available. Call Maria at 
(863) 599-3371. 


$16.00 AN HOUR / PART-TIME 
(ARMED) POSITION AVAILABLE 

The Wackenhut Corporation is currently 
hiring qualified candidates for one (1) 
Part-Time Position at the Big Cypress 
Seminole Indian Reservation (Museum), 
an eight (8) hours overnight assignment 
(32 hours) 

Must have prior Law 
Enforcement/Corrections Certification 
(any state) or Military Police to apply. 

Please apply in person at our Ft. Myers 
Office 

Mon - Fri: 8:30am-5pm (Wednesday until 
7pm) 

The Wackenhut Corporation 

2830 Wi nk ler Ave Suite 101 

Fort Myers, FL 33916 

Ph: 239-768-0808 

For a complete listing of the basic 

qualifications for this position visit: 

www.wackenhut.com 



Joined by family members and 
friends, Keeno and Betty King celebrated 
their 25th wedding anniversary on Feb. 3 
at the Big Cypress New Testament Baptist 
Church with gospel singers, a revival 
minister and banquet. 


Congratulations 



Congratulations to Jenna 
McDuffie for winning the title for 
Miss US South Florida Teen on Feb. 2. 
We are all very proud of you! A big 
thanks to the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
and the following sponsors: Sold Out 
Tickets, Inc., Pack Brothers Irrigations, 
Inc., Seminole Design-Build, Inc., 
Sweat Trucking Paving, the 
O’Donnell’s, Stacy Fitcher, Mom, JB, 
Ash, Landon and Grams. 

Jenna will be competing in the 
state pageant in May. We wish her 
luck! 

Love, 

Grandma Jenny Johns 


Attention Tribal Citizens: 


Seminole Broadcasting is seeking a self-motivated, energetic 
Tribal citizen to take on the responsibilities of assistant director 
in the department. This great opportunity is open to any Tribal 
citizens with a four year degree in business, media arts, video 
production, broadcasting, communications or any other related 
field. Applications available in the Human Resources 
Department or at www.semtribe.com. 



Piflss the 1 allowing lor your reservation: 
Press 1 lor Hollywood & Trail 
Press 2 lor Big Cypress & Immokalee 
Press 3 lor Brighton Ft. Pierce & Tampa 
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FINANCIAL EDUCATIONAL WORKSHOP 
Presented by the 

HOUSING DEPARTMENT 
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All Homeowna^ / Occupants 

Please be aware chat 
_ closed / locked storm 
shutters can become a 
problem by preventing 

emergency access!! 

During an emergency ovacualLea or rescue 
attempt, locked and 'or closed storm shutters 
could hinder ttltt rosCuo process- Wo 
that you itYitiuily consider this dangerous 
action and do not put yourself or your family 

members at risk* 

Your Safety is our concern! 
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Poems 


The Tribal Clan Circle 


1 - 1-08 


I Don’t Want To... 


Today’s his 18th birthday 

He’s going away after he graduates 

As of today he’s not talking to me 

How long will it take for him to decide he’s 

making a mistake? 

How long is he going to regret before he 
forgets? 

When he finally realizes, will he apologize to 
me? 

You know I love and trust him 

If he ever wants to come back to me he can 

But until if & then, it’s his 18th birthday. 

I want him to be happy 

If he’s not with me I hope he’ll be without 

me 

Just whatever it takes 
Because today is his day 
It’s his 18th birthday 


— Elizabeth Dehass 


I don’t want to he your world, just have a place in it 
I don’t want to he your life, just a part of it 
I don’t want to he your picture, just a piece of it 
I don’t want to hold you down, I want to lift you up 
I don’t want to pull you hack, I want to push you forward 
I don’t want you to want me, I want you to need me 
I don’t want you to hke me, I want you to love me 
I don’t want you to touch me, I want you to feel me 
I don’t want you to hear me talking, I want you to listen to 
what I’m saying 

I don’t want you to know who I am, I want you to know 
me 

I don’t want you to know my voice, I want you to know 
my heart 

I don’t want you to see my hurt, I want you to feel my hurt 
I don’t want to steal your heart, I want you to put it in my 
hands 

I don’t want a piece of you, I want all of you 
I don’t want to give you anything, I want to give you 
everything 

I don’t want to sit by you, I want to sit with you 

I don’t want to he yours, but I do want to share myself with 

you 


— Elizabeth Dehass 




By Jane Billie, Panther Clan 

The Tribal Clan Circle is a very good 
example that shows us just how each and every one 
of us is equally connected. I beheve we 
are all related in one way or 
another, and this makes us as 
one. Family, Tribe, or 
nation — call it whatever 
you wish — it all 
means the same 
thing. 

Like it or 
not, we all must 
learn to live 
among each 
other. We 
must learn to 
tolerate and 
learn to 
forgive one 
another. In 
the end, we 
must prove 
that blood is 
thicker than 
water; because 
without each 
other what are 
we? What do we 
tell our children? 

Otter, Wind, Panther, 

Bird. Deer, Snake, 

Bear, Big 

Town/Tahgooshathee, 
whatever our Clan name may 
be, we are somehow or someway 
connected. 

It may be through our children, 


grandchildren, in-laws, friends, or even our rivals; 
whatever the case may be, we must learn to love and 
respect one another. And we must learn to disagree. 

We do not always have to agree 
with each other, and we must learn 
that it’s alright if we disagree. 
We don’t have to hate each 
other just because we 
disagree. This is how 
we learn to love and 
to live with each 
other. And this is 
how we teach 
our children 
also. This is 
how our elders 
lived, so why 
can’t we? 

This 

is what our 
Tribal Clan 
system is all 
about, and 
this is how we 
live the Clan 
Circle way. 
Thank you for 
your time. Peace 
be with you and all 
of your loved ones. 
This is 

dedicated to my sister 
Debby, my brother-in-law 
Ronnie Billie Sr., his 
daughter Clea, my twins Alice 
and Osceola McKinley Billie, and to 
Big Chunney/Cameron Osceola, who all 
celebrated a birthday in Oct. 2007. 
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State-of-the-Art ICF Home Completed 

Mary Jene Koenes and Family Move In 






By Judy Weeks 

BIG CYPRESS — A year’s 
worth of research, site preparation, 
planning, constructing and furnishing has 
gone into the creation of the state-of-the- 
art, Insulated Concrete Form (ICF) 
residence for Mary Jene Koenes and her 
family in Big Cypress. The open house 
celebration for her completed home took 
place on Dec. 18, 2007. 

According to the ICF Builders 


Network website, www.icfhomes.com, 
“ICFs are forms or molds that have built-in 
insulation for accepting reinforced 


and poured concrete exterior walls, 
this construction surpasses the 
Broward/Dade County Code of 140 


concrete. The first patent application for an mph winds by reaching a resistance 


ICF was registered in the late 1960s. Since 
then, and particularly in the last four years, 
ICFs have been fast-becoming the 
mainstream preferred building product 
worldwide for all of the right reasons. 

“These large, hollow blocks are 
stacked right off of the truck and filled 
with reinforcing bar and concrete. The end 
result leaves you with a high-performing 
wall that is structurally sound, insulated, 
strapped, has a vapor barrier and is ready 
to accept final exterior and interior 
finishes.” 

At the ceremony, Koenes opened 
her doors for viewing. Long lines of 
friends and invited guests examined this 
environmentally sensitive, energy efficient 
house that they heard so much about over 
the last year. 

During opening remarks Koenes 
smiled, “Welcome to my Camp! I have 
heard many of you say that you have been 
waiting for this moment. Well, I have 
waited even longer.” 

Prior to entering into a contract, 
Koenes and Carter Clough, director of BC 
Administrative Services, spent months 
researching the claims and reliability of 
this innovative concept in housing. 
Relatively new to the U.S., it was 
successfully initiated in Germany over 40 


Native American fabrics and accessories years ago. 
complement the master bedroom. 


Using a polystyrene block form 
with heavy steel 
reinforcement 


Judy Weeks 

(L-R) President Richard Bowers Jr., Brighton Council Rep. 
Roger Smith and BC Administrative Director Carter Clough test 
the massive porch log swing. 


of more than 200 mph. In addition, it 
provides a three-hour fire rating 
because of its fire retardant 
characteristics. 

Checking out 

environmental concerns and 
examining completed projects 
convinced Koenes and Clough to 
take a chance with Building 
Design’s architect, Tim Marine, 

Green Block Insulated Foam 
Manufacturers and General 
Contractor Chuck Frazer Builders, 

Inc. 

“After much deliberation, 
and with a signed contract, I was 
able to see a light at the end of the 
tunnel and became anxious to reach my 
goal,” said Koenes. “My real dad was a 
painter and wallpaper hanger, my foster 
father was a general contractor and my 
husband has been in construction. With this 


Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Brighton Rep. Roger Smith, BC 
Administrative Services Director Carter 
Clough and Seminole President Richard 
Bowers Jr. admire the spacious craft room. 


“We have replaced another HUD house 
with a 21st Century Insulated Concrete 
Form [ICF] residence. I was sold when I 
pulled up and saw the tin roof. I have one 
on my log cabin and have always felt that 
kind of background, I was'famiiiar with the ^y were superior to conventional shingle 
- ... . roofing. 

BC Council Rep. David Cypress 
then addressed Koenes directly, as well as 


trade and visited the job site almost daily. I 
was able to become personally involved 
when issues arose concerning inspections 
and modifications unique to my particular 
project and have watched my baby grow.” 

“Having to vacate my HUD home 


the entire gathering. 

“It takes a family to make a house 
into a home and I am confident that Mary 


ndviiis; v<u.<uc my nuL/ iiumc T , , , , , , , , , „ • 

that has been invaded by mold, mildew and l ene has alread y that down P at V Said 
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deterioration, I use the term loosely when I 
say that we had to ‘temporarily relocate,’ ” 
continued Koenes of her yearlong 
relocation before her home’s completion. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress said: 


Mary Jene Koenes is looking forward to feeding her 
family and friends from her state-of-the-art kitchen. 


Rep. Cypress, holding up a piece of 
Styrofoam. “A coffee cup house was my 
first thought when Carter [Clough] 
introduced this form of construction to me. 
But obviously, it is a whole lot more.” 

“I am very pleased to see another 
housing advancement on our reservations,” 
Rep. Cypress added. “In 35 years, we have 
moved from chickees to HUD houses, to 
environmentally sensitive, energy efficient, 
state-of-the-art homes.” 

Clough then addressed the 
gathering. He explained that the project 
took six months longer than expected, 
however, said it was “well worth the 
effort.” 

“This was a new concept for your 
building department and a number of the 
sub-contractors, but its quality has spoken 
for itself,” he said. “I have enjoyed 
working with the Seminole Tribe and 
doing my part to minimize the impact of 
construction on our environment and land.” 

Anticipating a tour of the house, 
the crowd lined up behind Koenes and 
followed them through the beautifully 
landscaped yard. Entering through the front 
porch, an attractive swing created from 



Judy Weeks 


(L-R) Interior Designer Alex Espinosa, 
Mary Jene Koenes and her 
granddaughter, Dayra, show off the 
rock wall focal point of the new house. 


large logs sets the mood for what was to 
come inside this beautiful ranch- style 
home. 

The house interior had been very 
tastefully decorated by Alexander Espinosa 
of Michael’s Decoration. A professional 
interior designer, Espinosa made skillful 
use of the few extraordinary log pieces of 
furniture that the Koenes had collected 
over the years. Using this as a starting 
point, he carried the country Western 
theme throughout the house in an effort to 
fit the personalities and lifestyle of its 
future occupants. 

Native American-print fabrics 
have been used in the draperies, window 
treatments, bedding and furniture covers 
offsetting log furniture and accessories that 
are carried throughout the residence. 

Standing in the large craft room 
with a cutting table, sewing machines, 
bolts of cloth and patchwork, Rep. Roger 
Smith and President Richard Bowers Jr. 
agreed that their ancestors would have 
given their teeth for such a place to work. 

“You haven’t seen anything yet,” 
Koenes said. “Wait until I get these walls 
covered with shelves, cabinets and drawers 
to store my heads, notions and thread.” 

“This house is a dream come true 
and I can’t thank everyone enough for the 
time and effort that went into its creation,” 
she added. 
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& Entertainment 

Premium Seating For 
All Local & National Events 
Concerts ★ Sports ★ Theatre 

For All Events Call: 

(305) 444-TIXX (8499) (800) 881 8499 
Visit us at: www.preferredultimate.com 


Happy with our Entertainment Service? 
Try our Full Travel Service 

Cruises Hotels 4- Airlines 

305-44S-6S66 or (866)445-6566 

Visit us at: w w w. prefer red ultimatetraveh com 


I Upcoming Events: 

Jonas Brothers 
RBD 

Diana Ross 
Frank Caliendo 
George Thorogood 
Mary J Blige & Jay Z 
Moody Blues 
Def Leppard 
WWE 
Rush 

Bruce Springsteen 
Charlie Daniels Band 
Avril Lavigne 
Bon Jovi 
Santana 
BB King 
Tim Mcgraw 
The Cure 
Tom Petty 
Miami Heat 


We Deliver * All Major Credit Cards Accepted 








The Seminole Tribune 


28 


February 29, 2008 


ANOTHER HISTORIC MILESTONE FOR THE SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA 


HOLLYWOOD GOES VEGAS 



LOTS 


Our casino is packed with hundreds 
of the hottest Vegas- style slots and 
video poker in ail denominations. 
Plus, loads of thrilling new slots are 
arriving daily, so stop in today to 
play your favorites! 


HOLLYWOOD. FI 


NOW PLAYING AT 
SEMINOLE HARD ROCK 
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♦ Seminole Way, Hollywood, FI ♦ semfnolehardrocknoiiywooa.com 
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£ PINES BLUD. 
OKE PINES! 


OPEN 7 DAYS! 


Every Ford Under The Florida Sun 
I s Right Here At World Ford 


Huge Selection Of 
Preowned! 

All Makes And 
Models! a 


Open 

Every 

Day! 


Always 

Offering 

New Ford 
Specials To 
The Seminole- 
MiCCOSUKEE 
Communities And 
Their Employees! 


uliinmtTtum 


BE SURE TO ASK FOR 
HECTOR ISABEL ( 954 - 593 - 2586 ) 

Service And Parts Specials # » 

Always Available! come 
By Or Just Give Us A Call! 


PAYMENTS 
^ AND 

FINANCING 


See Your New Ford For Less 
Somewhere Else? 

We’ll Beat Their Price! 

Just Call Us! 




6000CMI 

p’fTkVf nrF 





The Seminole Tribune 





30 






February 29, 

2008 

/ 

V 

w 

✓ A 

\ / 
✓ \ 

W 
* A 

\ / 
✓ A 

S / 

✓ A 

\> 
✓ A 

‘Communify'News 

X 

w 

✓A 

W 

/‘\ 

w 

✓A 

V/ 
✓ A 

✓ A 

E 


Two New Faces Join Human Resources Team 


By Marisol Gonzalez 

HOLLYWOOD — Two positions that were 
waiting to be filled have now found their match. As of 
Jan. 7, Bill Kanewske and Sheryl Gitterman have 
joined the Seminole Tribe of Florida Human 
Resources Dept. 

Bill Kanewske, a father of three, is originally 
from Houston, Texas but moved to Florida in 
November 2007 from Austin. Kanewske comes to the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida with an associate’s degree 
in business administration from Abilene Christian 
University in Abilene, Texas. 

He also holds two different certifications that 
will contribute to his position. He is a senior 
professional in human resources and also a certified 
payroll professional. Before coming to work with the 
Tribe, Kanewske worked with Lawson software as a 
human resources business consultant. He also worked 
in consulting with the Tribe’s Human Resources and 
Payroll Departments for approximately two and a half 
years. 

Bringing in knowledge and experience from 
varying organizations in human resources will help 
Kanewske fill his role as the human resources senior 
reservations services manager, he said. 

Sheba Elhot, assistant director of Human 
Resources, stated: “Bill and the Program Specialist 
Team will be working together to enhance our abihty 
to meet the growing human resources needs of our 
organization.” 

Sheryl Gitterman is originally from Rockland 
County, N.Y. She received her bachelor’s degree in 
hospitality management from Florida International 
University. Gitterman also holds a master’s in 
business administration, with a concentration in 



Marisol Gonzalez 

(L-R) Bill Kanewske and Sheryl Gitterman 


human resources from the University of Phoenix. 

Gitterman, who is certified in professional 
human resources, also brings knowledge and 
experience from the retail industry. Before joining the 
Tribe, Gitterman worked with Vitacost.com, an 
Internet-based vitamin and supplement company, 
where she was the human resources director. 

Gitterman’s position, human resources board 
program specialist, was created this year to provide 
human resources support to the Board of Directors 
and its business enterprises. She will also work in 
conjunction with the human resources program 
specialists from the other reservations. 

“I am very excited to he put into a new 
position with the Tribe” Gitterman said. 


Tribal-Owned Business Expands to Larger Facility 

Ginger Jones, Laveme Thomas ’Big Lake Signs Thrives 


By Susan Etxebarria 

OKEECHOBEE, Fla. — After moving their 
business out of a small shed in their Brighton 
backyard to a 900-square foot building in Moore 
Haven, Fla. in 2007, Big Lake Signs made another 
major move this year in January 2008. The business, 
currently in its fourth year, is now located in a 2,800- 
square foot building in Okeechobee County, the sign 
shop has gone ultra digital. 

This Native-American owned and managed 
business is the venture of two sisters, Tribal citizens 
Ginger Jones and Laveme Thomas. Their husbands, 


Matt Thomas and Jason Thomas, work with them, 
contributing their graphic design, printing and 
computer skills. Add two more employees and that 
makes six. 

“We needed more space,” said Laveme 

Thomas. 

The two sisters are daughters of Rose and 
Parker Jones, members of the Wind Clan. They have 
invested in this business for their personal fulfillment, 
for future prosperity and for a successful business to 
hand down to their children. 

The business originally began in the Thomas’ 
backyard offering vinyl lettering on bucks and 
windows. They added window tinting services a year 
ago when they made their first move and now they 
have added “vehicle wraps,” a form of mobile 
advertising. 

Now, Big Lake Signs is offering an even 
wider array of sign shop services. There are three 
other sign shops located in Okeechobee County. 
However, Thomas and Jones say they believe then- 


market will continue to expand as their area itself 
expands. But Thomas said her primary client is the 
Seminole Tribe. 

Starting a business is a risky venture for 
anyone but Thomas and Jones have confidence in their 
ideas. 

“If you see a need, fulfill a need,” said 
Laveme Thomas. “I wanted to concentrate on 
fulfilling the Seminole Tribe’s printing needs for 
signs, banners, magazines and mailers as well as 
business cards because I feel the Tribe was basically 
getting ripped off by other sign shops.” 

One project for the 
Tribe they are proud of is 
creating die wallpaper border 
in the community room of 
Pemaytev Emahakv Charter 
School. They recently 
produced 2,000 copies of the 
program booklet for the 
Battle of Okeechobee Re- 
Enactment, a signature 
commemorative issue. 

Thomas said what 
she really enjoys is being 
competitive in the design 
industry and knowing they 
can do a good job. Jones said 
she also enjoys the creative 
side of the business. 

Thomas and Jones 
are launching a secondary 
business as well. Using then- 
printing technology they are 
producing T-shirts that they 
will be selhng at tribal fairs. 
Their clothing line is called 
Rez Threads. They have 
designed T-shirts with clan logos of the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida on them. 

To gain the competitive edge, the business 
partners recently purchased the SOL Jet PRO II V by 
Roland, a top of the line printer of higher speed, 
advanced technology, and higher standards. 

Their business is a courageous undertaking of 
time and money for the two sisters who are also 
mothers. Jones has three children and Thomas has 
four. 

“It has been fun and it is exciting to see what 
designs we can come up with,” said Thomas. “Before 
I was in the sign business I never noticed signs, but 
now when I see signs that I like, I will go up and 
touch them and really look at them.” 

She is currently working on a producing 
booklet that will describe their shop’s services. One 
step at a time, using caution and judgment, this 
business shows others how the opportunity for starting 
and owning a business can lead to surprising results. 



Get Ready TV Watchers: Digital is Taking Over 


Submitted by Seminole Broadcasting 

On Feb. 17, 2009, analog broadcast television 
in the U.S. will end as the nation’s full power 
television stations complete their transition to an all- 
digital system. If you currently receive analog 
television over the air or via an antenna, you will need 
to take action to continue watching your 
favorite stations. 

Digital ready televisions currently 
receiving cable or satellite service are not 
likely to be affected by the switch. 

By law, the manufacture, import or 
interstate shipment of a TV device 
containing an analog tuner is now 
prohibited, unless it also contains a digital 
tuner. However, some stores may still have 
TV equipment with analog tuners only in 
their inventory. So Tribal citizens must 
verify with the store that the television set 
they are purchasing has a built-in digital 
timer. 

To be able to continue receiving 
local broadcast programming after Feb. 17, 

2009, you will need to consider the 
following options: If you receive your 
television signal over the air or via an 
antenna and you wish to continue using 
your existing analog television, a digital-to- 
analog converter box that plugs into an 
existing television will need to be 
purchased. These boxes will be available for 
purchase beginning in February 2008 and 
will cost between $40 and $70. Households 
can also request coupons that will go 


toward the purchase of a single set-top converter box; 
Purchase a new television set with a built in digital 
tuner; and Subscribe to a cable or satellite service 
provider if all desired local broadcast stations are 
carried by that service. 


Digital-to-Analog Converter 
Box Coupon Program 

From now until March 31, 2009, all U.S. households 
will be eligible to request up to two coupons, worth $40 each, 
to be used toward the purchase of digital-to-analog converter 
boxes at local retailers. These converter boxes are designed to 
make over-the-air digital television signals viewable on analog- 
only televisions and are not intended for analog-only televisions 
hooked up to a cable or satellite service. 

If you are hooked up to DIRECTV your current 
receiver should be able to convert a digital signal to your 
analog television. However, if you have a service other than 
DIRECTV, such as Comcast or DISH Network you should 
check with your cable or satellite provider to determine if and 
when you will need a set-top box. 

The National Telecommunications and Information 
Administration is running the coupon program. For more 
information, visit the NTIA website, www.ntia.doc.gov. 

Seminole Broadcasting will be providing further 
information for Tribal citizens regarding this digital transition 
with future articles in The Seminole Tribune and pubhc service 
announcements on the Seminole Channel and the Seminole 
Broadcasting Channel. 
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Gamers see who can get their plush Scooby Doo to the top first and win a prize. 


Winterfest Brings Snow to the Swamp 

Chili Cook-Off, Car Show Also Held 




By Chris Jenkins 

BIG CYPRESS — The forecast 
called for lots of snow, good eating and 
fun on Feb. 2. 

The third annual Winterfest and 
Chili Cook-Off had something for 
everyone bringing in one of the largest 
crowds in its history, along with carnival 
rides, games and the best in rides and 
transportation, and of course — snow. 

The Big Cypress Recreation 
Department sponsored the event, which 
featured a snow mountain, kiddie hill and 
snowball throwing to go along with the 
Winterfest theme. 

Years ago, Big Cypress 
Recreation Manager Stan Frischman 
came up with the idea for a good time. 

“This was to promote good, 
clean family fun among the community 
and in the Tribe,” Frischman said. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress, Big 

Cypress Rep. David Cypress and Board 

Rep. Cicero Osceola were also in attendance for the 

festivities. 

There were Tribal and non-Tribal categories 
for the Chib Cook-Off. 

Tribal winners included: Marlin Miller in first 
place, Charhe Cypress in second place, Sherri Jumper 
in third place, Beverly Alumbaugh in fourth place and 


Chris Jenkins 

Sisters Alana and Sharyn Roberts slide down the snow mountain. 


Sound-Off category winner Curtis Canton. 


Sheila Bevenue coming in fifth. 

Non-Tribal winners were: Stan Frischman, 
Brenda Hummingbird and Rick Alumbaugh coming in 
first through third place, respectively. 

The Car Show also brought out the best of 
the best in the area with several categories including: 
large cars, Rez rides, SUV’s, small cars, trucks, 
motorcycles, classic cars, 4 X 4’s, bicycles, Jeeps, best 
interior, sound-off, at show and paint. 

Those taking home prizes 
were: Large cars 1. Eric Osceola, 2. 
Jadrien Antuna, 3. Richard Doctor; 

Rez rides: 1. Osceola Billie, 2. Talisha 
Leach; SUV’s: 1 . Bill Bevenue, 2. 
Curtis Canton, 3. Clarissa Bowers; 
Small cars: 1. Richard Doctor, 2. 

Milka Melendez, 3. Lupe Osceola; 
Trucks: 1. Susie C. Jumper, 2. Jamie 
Onco, 3. Amos Moses Billie Jr.; 
Motorcycles: 1. Charlie Cypress, 2. 
Ronnie Billie Sr., 3. Thomas Bilhe; 
Classic cars: 1. Ronnie Bilhe Sr., 2. 
Moses “Big Shot” Jumper Jr.; 4x4’s: 1. 
Keith Davis, 2. Thomas Bilhe, 3. 
Michael Onco; Bicycles: 1 . Mercedes 
Osceola-Hahn, 2. Keithana Onco; 
Jeeps: 1 . Edna McDuffie, 2. Geneva 
Linda Belesto, 3. Joe Billie; Best 
interior: Eric Osceola; Sound-off: 
Curtis Canton; Best at show: Eric 
Osceola; and, Paint: Eric Osceola. 
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Native American Player Signs with 
Pro Indoor Football Team 


Submitted by Sharon Ticeahkie 

Full blooded Native American football 
player Toqua-Hanai Ticeahkie who is an enrolled 
member of the Comanche Nation of Oklahoma has 
signed a contract with the Arizona Adrenaline of the 
American Indoor Football Association. 

Ticeahkie, 27, a lineman who Adrenaline 
head coach Andrew Moore says will be the premier 
nose tackle and might play on the other side of the 
ball, played his high school football at Warren High 
School in Downey, Calif, and was named 1st Team 
All-Star Nose Tackle in the Central League and 
Defensive Line Player of the Year in 2006 while 
playing for the semi-pro Oklahoma Rebels in 
Lawton, Okla. and just finished playing semi-pro 
for the Soboba Warriors on the Soboba Band of 
Luiseno Indians reservation in the Labelle 


Community Football League in southern California 
where he was the best interior defensive lineman in 
the league. “It’s a great opportunity for me,” 
Ticeahkie said of signing for the Adrenaline, a first- 
year professional indoor football team based in 
Prescott Valley, Ariz. “Not just to prove myself at 
this level, but also to help get me ready for the next 
level.” 

The 16-team AIFA regular season begins in 
early March and runs through the end of June. 
Teams will play a 14 game schedule, with the 
Adrenaline’s seven home games being played at 
Tim’s Toyota Center, which will hold approximately 
5,000 fans for indoor football. 

The 2008 Adrenaline schedule has not yet 
been released, but season tickets are now on sale by 
calling 866-443-8849, or online at www.gettix.net. 


Native American Student Art Competition Tips 


Leaving 

The 

Common 

World 

Behind.,, 


Week One: Photography 

Stay timed for tips each week leading up to 
the 2008 Student Art and Writing Competition Entry 
Submission Deadline. Tips will be showcased on a 
different art or writing form each week to encourage 


students to get involved and reach into their creative 
side. 

Check out www.indianeducation.org/sac to 
find additional tips from the newsletter and each 
week’s posted tips. 

Photography is one of the many media 
types being judged in the 2008 Student Artist 
Competition. 

You will find a few tips and techniques 
below to help you capture the best photo possible 
for this competition. 

Move it from the Middle 

Bring your picture to life by simply placing 
the subject off-center. 

Imagine a tic-tac-toe grid in your 
viewfinder. Now place your subject at one of the 
intersection of the lines. 

Since most cameras’ focus on whatever is 
in the middle, remember to lock the focus on your 
subject before re-framing the shot. 

Watch the Light 

Great light makes great pictures. Study the 
effects of light in your picture. 

For people pictures, choose the soft lighting 
of cloudy days. Avoid overhead sunlight that casts 
harsh shadows across faces. 

For scenic pictures use the long shadows 
and colors of early and late daylight. 

Be a Picture Director 

Take an extra minute and become a picture 
director not just a passive picture taker. 

Add some props, rearrange your subjects, 
or try a different viewpoint. 

Bring your subjects together and let their 
personalities shine. Then watch your pictures 
dramatically improve. 

Remember the 2008 Student Art and 
Writing Competition Postmark Deadline is 
March 14th. Check out 
www.indianeducation.org/sac or contact 
competition coordinator Paula Arevalo at 
Darevalo@kauffmaninc.com or (866) 259-0060 
for more information. 
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4-H Youth Participate in County Fair 

By Susan Etxebarria 

WEST PALM BEACH — 

Nine Semi n ole Tribe of Florida 4-H 
youth participated in the 2008 South 
Florida Fair Market Hog Show, held 
Jan. 24-26. All together there were 73 
entries from youth from all over 
South Florida counties competing for 
ribbons in 10 classifications divided 
by hog weights. 

Remarkably, the Seminole 
Tribe’s 4-H youth had the highest 
percentage of hogs in the highest 
weight classifications. Of the 25 hogs 
exceeding 289 pounds, eight were 
hogs raised by Seminole youth. 

The two-week South Florida 
Fair, held in Palm Beach County, 
hosts a variety of youth animal shows 
at a portion of its 136 acres in an area 
called the Agri-Plex. Large show 
bams house dairy, beef, poultry, 
rabbit and horse shows. The Hog 
Market Show was held on Jan. 25, 
and the sale followed the next day. (L-R) Drayton Billie and Rayven Smith dressed to show in the ring. 
More than a million 
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Sabre Billie of Big Cypress tends her 290 pound hog. 


visitors attend the fair each year offering hundreds 
of carnival rides, various exhibits and top name 
entertainment. The grounds can be an exciting place 
to be but Seminole 4-H youth had little time to roam 
the fair while they are exhibiting their animals. 

Big Cypress resident Sabre Billie said she 
arrived on the Jan. 23 and stayed overnight for the 
show and sale, but had not seen the fair yet. 

“I have been right here working with my 
hog,” she said. 

Dalton Koenes of Big Cypress showed the 
largest hog at the South Florida Fair with a 377 
pound hog while Brighton’s Breanna Billie’s hog 
was the second largest weighing 344 pounds. 

Dalton’s grandmother, Mary Jene Koenes 
of Big Cypress, watched the judging from the 
bleachers. 

“Dalton’s hog had an excellent sonogram 
results,” she said. “His hog was .08 percent body 
fat,” she said. 

“Dalton has a way with raising animals and 
this year he is also raising a steer. I think he had the 
largest hog because of the way he raised him,” she 
added. “His pen was 8 feet by 32 feet with a feeder 
on one end and water at the other end, and a ramp in 
between.” 

The pen was designed to make the hog 
exercise and build muscle, she said. Dalton Koenes 
received a fifth place ribbon for his exceptional hog 


in the Hog Show. 

For most of the Seminole youth it 
was their first experience competing in the 
South Florida Hog Show and Sale. The 
large audiences and entries from all over 
the state offered the youth a new 
perspective on competing in hog shows. 

“Our Tribal Council and Board 
members are very supportive of the youth 
participating at the State level in 4-H 
competitions,” said Polly Hayes, Tribal 4- 
H director. 

As the stiff competition in a new 
venue added pressure, it was an honor that 
two of the Seminole 4-H youth were 
brought back as finalists in Junior 
Showmanship. They were J-Wayco Billie 
and Jacob Cotton and though they 
performed well they did not win a ribbon 
this year. 

The other 4-H youth participating 
were: Drayton Billie, Rosa Jane Urbina, 
Erena Billie and Rayven Smith. 

The Seminole Tribe’s 4-H youth 
are now getting ready for their own 
Seminole Indian Show & Sale, held March 
27-28 in Brighton. 


Susan Etxebarria 

Dalton Koenes receives a blue ribbon at the Hog 
Show. 


Snellings Completes Book ‘Seminole Views’ 


By Shelley Marmor 

HOLLYWOOD — In 1998, Floridian author 
Emmett H. L. Snellings Jr. began a nine year 
undertaking when he started work on his book 
Seminole Views: A Postcard Panorama of America s 
Only Unconquered Tribe. 

He completed the book on Oct. 12, 2007, and 
it is now available for sale in locations including Joe 
Dan and Virginia Osceola’s Anhinga Indian Trading 
Post store on Stirling Rd. and State Rd. 7 in 
Hollywood, Amazon.com, and through the publisher, 
Rainbow Books, Inc. in Highland City, Fla. 

The 211-page book contains more than 100 
photos of both vintage 
postcards, some from as 
early as 1900, and photos 
Snellings took himself of 
Tribal citizens throughout 
the years. It also features 
stories, anecdotes, poems, 
legends and more — all told 
by Tribal citizens, in their 
own words. 

Some of those 
featured in the book include 
influential Seminole of the 
past such as Laura Mae 
Osceola, whom Snellings 
called “the greatest woman 
ever,” Rev. Genius 
Crenshaw, Annie Tommie, 

Annie Jimmie, Tom Tiger 
and more. The book 
features photos of all the 
listed persons, as well as 
brief biographies and 
descriptions of what is 
happening in the photos. 

The author said this 
was necessary for what he 
was trying to achieve with 
his book because “The 
average person does not 
know what he’s looking at 
when he sees a Seminole 
postcard . . . even though he’s 
looking right at it.” 

He said he did not 
simply want a book with 
interesting photos to look at, 
but he wanted people to 


understand Seminole culture, through the words of 
those who lived it. 

Snellings’ book also features, with 
permission, two of Betty Mae Jumpers’ legends, 
“Orange Grasshoppers” and “Little People.” In fact, 
this book itself has been published with the permission 
of the Tribe, and is one of the only books allowed to 
feature the Tribal seal, according to Snellings. 

He said he obtained this rarely-granted 
permission from Chairman Mitchell Cypress, who at 
the time was president of the Board of Directors. Sally 
Tommie, the chairman’s executive assistant, was 
instrumental in obtaining the permission, said 
Snellings. 

“She introduced me to 
some of the elders and it started 
from there,” he said. 

Snellings also offered 
an extensive amount of gratitude 
to Jeannette Cypress of the Big 
Cypress Chairman’s Office. 

“She has been a 
tremendous help in this book, 
she has provided a lot of 
information and stories, and also 
through her, I interviewed [her 
grandmother] Susie Jim Billie.” 

The two, Tommie and 
Cypress, are both featured in the 
book’s “Acknowledgements” 
section. 

The postcards featured 
in the book, which he obtained 
from various postcard dealers 
from all across the Southeastern 
U.S., are all part of the Snellings 
Collection. The photos in the 
book that he took himself are 
also part of his private 
collection. 

In addition to his 
published photographs in this 
book, Snellings’ photography 
credits include a photo of a 
juvenile Florida panther that 
made the cover of Real Florida 
magazine about four years ago, 
as well as photos that appear in 
The Florida Naturalist and 
Outdoor Life magazines, among 
others. 
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Emmett Snellings Jr. holds his book (L). 


Title: Seminole Views: A Postcard Panorama 
of America’s Only Unconquered Tribe 
Author: Emmett H. L. Snellings Jr. 
Pages: 211 

Hardcover with jacket 
Coffee-table style, glossy, full-color 
Publisher: Rainbow Books, Inc. 
RainbowBookslnc.com, (863) 648-4420 
ISBN 10: 1-56825-101-7 
ISBN 13: 978-1-56825-101-1 




The Seminole Tribune 


32 


February 29, 2008 


SX A 

flevie w AM 

By Ilamoua Kiyoshk 

Children Left Behind: The Dark Legacy 
of Indian Mission Boarding Schools 




Tim Giago was writing about the Indian 
boarding school system more than 50 years ago — 
long before it became acceptable dinner conversa- 
tion. In those days a person could be blacklisted for 
speaking out against the country’s churches and gov- 
ernment. In fact, Giago did receive professional rep- 
rimands and even quit one job when his editor 
accused him of “Catholic bashing.” 

Today the boarding school system and its 
devastating fallout is topic du jour. Books, websites 
and films on the subject of Indian hoarding schools 
are being cranked out in a frenzy as everyone vies to 
become the local expert. 

The subject was brought into the spotlight 
more recently by a class action lawsuit in Canada. 
Former “residential” school students or their sur- 
vivors are in the process of receiving 
monetary compensation from partic- 
ipating churches and the government 
for years spent in the system. The 
last boarding, or residential school, 
in Canada closed in 1986. 

The feeling is that no 
amount of money can buy back a 
lost childhood. Or make up for 
physical, psychological, and sexual 
abuse, the Native equivalent of 
stealing a child’s soul. Writing from 
the heart, Giago’s voice rises above 
the hype and drama; his words strik- 
ing a powerful chord with readers. 

Suicide, family violence, 
disease, substance abuse, addic- 
tion, unemployment, poverty and 
higher-than-average rates of incar- 
ceration in aboriginal communities 
can be traced to those schools and 
the brutal way the government 
broke up families. The Indian 
boarding school system, which 
was implemented in the U.S. in 
the 1800s, and adopted shortly 
after by the Canadian government, 
was seen as a means of dealing 
with the “Indian problem.” 

The idea was that if the children 
were stripped of their culture, spir- 
ituality, traditions, language and life practices, they 
would adopt white ways and assimilate. The old 
ways would die with the old people. This misguided 
worldview of white Europeans was the topic of my 
last book review for How It Is: The Native American 
Philosophy of V.F. Cordova, which appeared in the 
Jan. 18 issue of The Tribune. 

Giago is no stranger to Native American 
writing. He has been a torch-bearer in the field, 
opening doors for and mentoring, young Aboriginal 
journalists since the 1970s. His career highlights 
include founding and publishing The Lakota limes 
in 1981, which would be sold in 1992 and become 
the powerful Indian Country Today. He was a 
columnist for the Rapid City (SD) Journal, and in 
1984, founded the Native American Journalists 
Association, setting standards of excellence for pro- 
fessional Native American media. Giago’s list of 
accomplishments and kudos, including a guest 
appearance on the Oprah Winfrey Show, is exten- 
sive. 

While in the U.S. Navy in 1951, Giago 
started writing about his life at the Indian boarding 
school, Holy Rosary Mission (HRM) School, on the 
Pine Ridge (South Dakota) Reservation. The writing 
was his means of dealing with bouts of depression, 
often associated with memories of life at the school 
where he spent ten years of his boyhood. 

Like other youngsters in his Lakota com- 
munity, Giago lived nine months out of every year at 
the school learning the four R’s — the basic three, a 
fourth — Religion. During those nine months, young 
Giago was separated from his parents, his home, and 
from the everyday nurturing of his Lakota communi- 
ty- 

According to his writings, life at HRM was 
bewildering and frightening, with cold, sadistic care- 
givers always lurking with a big leather strap. Food 
and clothing were barely adequate and the routine of 
chores, schoolwork and worship was unrelenting. 


Weekly kerosene shampoos for delousing were 
humiliating and smelly. 

Many of the poems are humorous and 
reflect the innate mischief of all youngsters, even the 
repressed. Others tell of numbing loneliness. One 
theme present throughout is hope. Giago never sees 
himself as a victim. 

During the years between 1951 and 1978, 
Giago randomly recorded his memories in poems 
and essays and placed them into a shoe box. In 1978, 
he noticed the shoe box was full. He typed the 
poems and sent them to Rupert Costo, editor of 
Indian Historian Press. 

Costo was enthusiastic and the writings ere 
published in a book called The Aboriginal Sin. It was 
a bestseller. Before Costo died in 1987, Giago 

bought the copyright and much of 
that book is now in this updated ver- 
sion titled, Children Left Behind: The 
Dark Legacy of Indian Mission 
Boarding Schools. This book features 
17 black and white illustrations by 
Giago’s daughter, Denise, and 18 his- 
toric photographs. Published in 2006, 
it was awarded the 2007 Independent 
Publisher Bronze Award. 

Children Left Behind 
describes the joys of childhood 
escapades, of young friendships that 
would become enduring, of youthful 
crushes and how the kids, despite 
strictly enforced separation of the 
sexes, managed to communicate 
with sweethearts and siblings. 

Giago writes about the bartering for 
table food that went on, the raids on 
the priest’s vegetable garden and 
how the boys would steal raw pota- 
toes from the bags they were filling 
in the fields to fill the empty spaces 
in their bellies. Poignant and funny, 
the tales become burned into the 
memory of the reader. 

Survivors of the medieval 
system will no doubt find the writ- 
ings painful. But pain is also 
cathartic. Like Giago, you can 
choose what to do with the stories and the experi- 
ences. You can use them to make yourself a better 
and stronger person. Or you can cry foul and remain 
a victim for your whole life. 

Giago made his break for freedom as a 
teenager in high school. Normally, when kids ran 
away from the schools, they were caught, dragged 
back, beaten and deprived of any privileges that 
existed. Giago ran in fourth grade and was caught. 

He didn’t dare try it again, but he resented having to 
be there. 

As he grew, so did his anger, progressively 
developing into an unhealthy hatred for the school, 
the Catholic Church, and the priests and nuns who 
controlled his life. 

In high school, two boys who were raised in 
the city decided to run away. Their escape was 
planned with outside connections, former buddies 
from their lives in the city. They were never caught. 
Giago was inspired to try again. In the chapter called 
Escape!, you can read about Gaigo’s heart- stopping 
bid for freedom. 

In the final chapters of Children Left 
Behind, spirituality, healing and forgiveness are dis- 
cussed. Reconciliation and making amends to those 
hurt by a lack of compassion are personal for Giago. 
With no opportunity to learn parenting skills, the 
boarding school youngsters grew into adults who 
struggled with relationships and parenthood. Giago 
himself failed at marriage and fatherhood. Late in 
life, his children found him and brought him home. 

This book is essential reading for survivors 
of the Indian boarding school system and their fami- 
lies. It should also be included in the sensitivity 
training programs for law enforcement personnel and 
educators. It is a powerful snapshot of a period in 
history that must never be repeated. Native 
Americans should be put on notice: This is your life. 
Live it the very best way you can. Only you can set 
the limits. 



Written by Tim Giago 
with illustrations by 
Denise Giago 
Published by 
Clear Light Publishing, 
Santa Fe, N.M. 
Paperback, 176 pages 
Released in August 2006 
Winner of 2007 
Independent Publisher 
Bronze Award 
$14.95 (Trade paperback) 
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Opening Ceremonies Ring In 2008 Tribal Fair 

Annual Events Begins with Grand Entry, Color Guard, Preschoolers, More 


By Chris Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD — For 

the 37th year, the tradition, 
pageantry and history of the Tribe 
was on fall display during opening 
ceremonies for the annual Tribal 
Fair and Powwow. The Tribal Fair 
ran from Feb. 7-10, with events tak- 
ing place at both the Seminole 
Paradise and the Hard Rock Live. 

From Oklahoma to Utah 
and beyond, the free event was 
filled with a vast showcase of talent 
with powwow dancers, blues per- 
formances, historical reenactments, 
storytelling, arts and crafts, the Bill 
Osceola Memorial All-Indian Rodeo 
and much more. All proceeds bene- 
fit the Seminole Tribal Boys & Girls 
Club. 

The ceremonies were high- 
lighted by words from Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress as well as other 
special guests and dignitaries. Guest 
speaker Little Big Mountain of 
North Carolina also spoke to the 
audience on history and tradition. 

He was joined by the traditional 
drum stylings of the Cherokee 
Tribal drum group Bird Town 



Chris Jenkins 

Preschooler Maryjane Osceola and her classmates recite 
the Pledge of Allegiance in both English and Mikasuki. 


Crossing. The Seminole 
preschoolers also performed the 
Pledge of Allegiance in English 
and Mikasuki. 

Former senator and 
Principal Chief for the Seminole 
Nation of Oklahoma Kelly Haney 
was very happy to be a part of 
the festivities. 

“We [as Seminoles] 
have a kinship in culture and his- 
tory and in times like this we like 
to come together,” Haney said. 
“I’m very happy for their success 
and it makes me feel very good.” 

Teacher Carly Goldstein 
of the David Posnack Hebrew 
Day School in North Miami 
Beach, Fla., brought her second 
grade students. She said the class 
has been studying Native 
American customs and history 
and their field trip was a way to 
expose the class to the culture. 

“We wanted to expose 
the kids to the reality of what 
they have been studying,” 
Goldstein said. “It’s nice to see 
that we’re all able to come 
together and share in all of this.” 



Chris Jenkins 

The Color Guard leads the Grand Entry procession. 


Chris Jenkins 

Host drum Bird Town Crossing from Cherokee, N.C. 


Native Musicians Entertain at Tribal Fair 



The Derek Miller Blues Band entertaines the Tribal Fair crowd on the main stage 
during their Feb. 10 performance. 



Felix DoBosz 

Native rock band Indigenous from South Dakota performs on the main stage 
with Mato Nanji (Standing Bear) on lead vocals. 


Seminole Tribal Fair Features Best in Native Dance Troupes 

World Champs, AniKituhwa Dancers Featured at 37th Annual Tribal Fair 



By Shelley Marmor 

HOLLYWOOD — The 37th 
Annual Seminole Tribal Fair drew out 
some of the best of the best — a world 
champion dance troupe and the Warriors 
of AniKituhwa dancers from Cherokee, 
N.C. — in native dancing for both 
showcases and dance competitions. 

Following opening ceremonies 
and the Grand Entry, the dancers dis- 
played their talents to the Hard Rock 
Live audience on the morning of Feb. 8. 

The first dancer featured was 
six-time world champion hoop dancer 
Daniel Tramper (Cherokee). Tramper 
took the stage as the host drum, 
Birdtown Crossing from Cherokee, 

N.C., provided the music for him, as 
well as all the dancers. The crowd went 
wild as he danced with up to 11 hoops 



Carol Melting Tallow (Blood First Nation), an award-winning 
fancy shawl dancer from Standoff, Alberta, Canada. 


keeping the hoops in place. 

In addition to dancing, 

Tramper, who also lives in Cherokee, 
N.C., is his Tribe’s cultural ambassador. 
He is also the owner of a native produc- 
tion company called Deer Clan 
Productions. 

Following Tramper, two-time 
men’s traditional dance champion Dana 
Warrington (Menomini/Prairie Band 
Potawatomi) from Keshena, Wis. took 
the stage. When not dancing, 

Warrington is a high school teacher in 
his hometown and uses his class time to 
pass down and preserve his Tribe’s 
unique culture. 

Next up was Keri Jhane Myers 
(Comanche), a two-time world champi- 
on southern buckskin dancer, who is 
originally from Oklahoma City, but now 
resides in Los Angeles. In addition to 
dancing, Myers is the executive director 
of her own public relations/consulting 
firm, which provides consultation serv- 
ices to Hollywood filmmakers for films 
depicting natives. 

In August 2006, the 
Smithsonian’s National Museum of the 
American Indian purchased a beaded 
buckskin dress Myers wore during her 
years on the powwow circuit for a 
spring 2007 exhibit titled “Dancing in 
Beauty.” The dress, as well as the acces- 
sories Myers would wear with it, is now 
part of the museum’s permanent collec- 
tion. 

Myers wore the dress in 2003 
when she took first place in the south- 
ern buckskin competition at the 
Gathering of Nations powwow in 


Albuquerque. It was made by the late 
Alice Jones Littleman (Kiowa) in 1994. 

Two-time world champion jin- 
gle dress dancer Henrietta Scalplock 
(Navajo/ Apache) from Sacramento, 
Calif, took the stage following Myers. 
Scalplock won jingle dress titles at 
Schemitzun in 2006 and at the 32nd 
Annual First Nations Spring Powwow, 
sponsored by First Nations @ UW, a 
nonprofit native student organization, 
held at the University of Washington in 
April 2003. 

Carol Melting Tallow (Blood 
First Nation), a fancy shawl dancer 
from Standoff, Alberta, Canada, then 
took the stage. In addition to her recent 
first place win at the December 2007 
Canadian Aboriginal Festival in her 
native Canada, Melting Tallow stays 
busy finishing up her higher education 
degree in fine arts. 

She is also planning to launch 
her own company and a website for 
Native Motions, a company that will 
specialize in making powwow clothing. 

The final dancer showcased 
from the world champion dance troupe 
was six-time world champion men’s 
fancy dancer Spike Draper (Dine’) from 
Rutland, N.M. To anyone who follows 
the powwow circuit, Draper needs no 
introduction; he has taken first place 
titles at major powwows including Red 
Earth, Gathering of Nations and 
Schemitzun, and more. When not danc- 
ing, Draper also competes on the rodeo 
circuit and is a rancher in New Mexico. 

Following Draper’s perform- 
ance, the Warriors of AniKituhwa 
dancers, a group of men from Cherokee, 
N.C., performed for the audience. Jon 
Jon Grant (Cherokee), one of the mem- 
bers drumming with Birdtown Crossing, 
emceed during the dance exhibition. 

Grant explained that it was not 
until recently that the dances they 
would perform, including the Warrior 
Dance and the Eagle Dance, which is 
about 500 years old, have been seen by 
anyone other than Cherokee Tribal citi- 
zens. 

He said the Cherokee Tribal 
Council has recently decided to share 
abridged versions with of these dance 
with the public as a way of showcasing 
their culture. Grant informed the audi- 
ence that they would only be seeing a 
portion of the dances, which are only 
seen in their entirety at Cherokee Tribal 
functions. 





Six-time world champion men’s fancy dancer Spike 
Draper (Dine’). 



Six-time world champion hoop dancer Daniel Tramper 
(Cherokee). 
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Two-time men’s traditional dance champion Dana 
Warrington (Menomini/Prairie Band Potawatomi). 
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Tribal Fair Fashion Show Highlights Past, Present Fashions 






By Shelley Marmor 

HOLLYWOOD — Tribal citi- 
zens donned some of their finest in tradi- 
tional and contemporary Seminole attire 
for the Tribal Fair Fashion Show, held all 
four days during the 2008 Tribal Fair, Feb. 
7-10. During the show held on the after- 
noon of Feb. 8, 14 Seminole Tribal citizens 


He said people often won- 
der why Seminole men wore such 
thick leg wear in the intense 
Florida heat. Zepeda informed the 
audience that the leggings served 
the function of keeping the mos- 
quitoes and the leaches away 

“It’s better to be hot dur- 


the Hard Rock Live. 


showcased their clothing for an audience in ing the day than to have to get the 
leaches off your skin at night,” he 
said. 

Opening the show 
were Jessica Osceola and 
Brian’s brother, Pedro 
Zepeda. Jessica wore a 
long skirt and cape in the 
Seminole colors of black, 
red, white and yellow. The 
outfit was made by Mary 
Moore and was an exam- 
ple of an outfit from circa 
1920. 

Brian’s clothing 
was similar to his broth- 
er’s, with the exception of 
his wool leggings instead 
of buckskin. 

Everett Osceola 
and daughter Maryjane, 4, 
came out next. Everett, 
like Brian and Pedro, wore 
a traditional men’s outfit 
from circa 1832- 
1840. Maryjane 
Osceola modeled 
a teal, one-design 
patchwork dress. 

Osceola 
also wore a large, 
circular medal- 


Marisol Gonzalez 

Dad and Deputy Tribal Treasurer Pete Hahn and 
daughter Presleigh Osceola-Hahn, 5 months, dis- 
play their clothing, made by Virginia Osceola. 


Jessica Osceola, in an outfit made by Mary 
Moore, and Pedro Zepeda model Seminole cloth- 
ing styles of the past. 


Brian Zepeda emceed the event, 
but also showcased and described his tradi- 
tional regalia for the audience, which he 
said was worn by Seminole men circa 
1832-1840. Zepeda showed his beaded 
bandoleer bag, as well as center-seamed 
puckered moccasins and buckskin leggings. 


Mom JoJo Osceola and daughter 
Sarafina Rose Billie, 16 months, model 
clothing made by their mom and grand- 
mother, Virginia Osceola. 


lion that Brian 
called a “gorget.” He said 
these necklaces came 
from Europe and men 
would wear them to 
avoid being gored in the 
chest, eventually leading 
to the name gorget. The 
Europeans gave these 
medallions to the 
Seminoles as gifts and 
tokens of appreciation, 
according to Brian. 

Miss Florida 
Seminole Jennifer 
Chalfant then presented 
her attire to the audience. 

Her outfit was typical of 
a Seminole woman circa 1940-1950, when 
patchwork started to get smaller and more 
intricate, according to Brian. 

Mother and son Mercedes 
Osceola-Hahn and Draven, 20 months, 
came out following Nunez. The two were 
wearing clothing made by Mercedes’ mom 
Virginia Osceola. 

Brian said Virginia is one of the 
Tribe’s “master artists” when it comes to 
sewing, which was apparent by the five 
rows of patchwork in her daughter’s skirt 
and the craftsmanship in her grandson’s 
patchwork jacket. 

Following mom and son were dad 
and daughter, Pete Osceola-Hahn and 
Presleigh, 5 months. The two also wore 
attire made by Virginia Osceola, whose 
designs were also seen on the next two 
models, Virginia’s daughter JoJo Osceola 


Marisol Gonzalez 

(L-R) Fashion Show emcee Brian Zepeda, Mary Moore, 
who made her own outfit, and her daughter Barbara 
Butera, modeling a jacket made by her mom. 


and her daughter Sarafina Rose Billie, 16 
months, who wore a patchwork pinafore in 
the color fuschia, to match her mom JoJo’s 
fuchsia long skirt and cape. 

One of the other “master artists” 
of the Tribe, according to Brian, modeled 
next. Mary Moore, accompanied by her 
daughter Barbara Butera, donned a long 
skirt and cape for the audience. Butera 
wore a patchwork jacket, which her mother 
made. 

Rounding out the show was Karie 
Osceola. She wore a contemporary look, 
donning a silver and black long patchwork 
skirt, made by Alice Billie. Osceola wore a 
matching shirt in black with silver rhine- 
stone lettering that read: “Living the 
Native Dream,” made by Native Style®, a 
clothing company owned by Cherokee rap- 
per Litefoot. 


Sewing Classes Held in Anticipation of Annual Clothing Contest 


By Marisol Gonzalez 

HOLLYWOOD — As 

Tribal citizens gather amongst con- 
versation, family and friends, they 
also bring knowledge of stitching, 
crafts and patchwork to their sewing 
classes. 

In anticipation of the 37th 
Annual Tribal Fair & Powwow, sev- 
eral Tribal citizens meet tri-weekly 
at the Culture Dept, in the DSO 
Building on Monday, Tuesday and 
Thursday evenings from 5-8 p.m. to 
hone their skills. 

This year’s Tribal Fair 
Clothing Contest featured nine cate- 
gories, two of which were new this 
year. Categories were as follows: 
Baby division, 0-23 months and 
Youth Division, ages 2-17. Eighteen 
and over age group categories 
included 2000 Contemporary, 
Jackets, Modem Day Fashion, 1800s 
and 1900s Old Traditional, as well 
as the two new categories this year, 
1800s and 1900s Old Traditional 
Self-Made, Men and Women. 

Tribal citizens who entered 
the clothing contests for the first 


time were entering various garments 
in numerous categories. 

Ebony Tommie, Bird Clan 
from Ft. Pierce, was one who decid- 
ed to enter for the first time. 

Virginia Osceola, Bird Clan, was 
putting together a young boy’s out- 
fit, as well entering a garment in the 
self-made category. 

Cornelia Osceola, Panther 
Clan from Hollywood, was making 
a patchwork skirt and small clothes 
for a man doll, all the while getting 
pointers from Betty Osceola. 

Betty Osceola, Bird Clan 
from Hollywood, joined the crowd 
at their sewing gatherings on Jan. 

29. Sewing since her teenage years, 
Osceola is now looked up to by 
many Tribal citizens. She has a vast 
background in many craft making 
projects such as dolls and baskets 
since she was younger, but her 
favorite thing to do is sew shirts, 
she said. 

Osceola said she now sees 
Tribal youngsters sewing as young 
as 7 or 8 years of age, and it makes 
her happy. 



Marisol Gonzalez 

(L-R) Betty Osceola asks Leslie Osceola if the 
Shompaataake, the drape-like covering, is properly 
cut. 




Marisol Gonzalez 

Virginia Osceola makes a young boy’s outfit for the contest. 
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Cornelia Osceola constructs a patchwork skirt. 


Results of Tribal Fair Arts Contests 


Arts and Crafts Contest Winners 


Patchwork Clothing: 1. Frances Osceola, 2. Virginia Osceola, 3. Linda 
Frederick, 4. Alice M. Billie, 5. Mary Jane Billie, 6. Jennifer Jones, 7. Tash Osceola, 
8. Louise J. Billie. 

Seminole Dolls: 1. Frances Osceola, 2. Joanne J. Osceola, 3. Judy Bill 
Osceola, 4. May dell Osceola, 5. Leslie Osceola, 6. Mary R. Billie, 7. Cornelia 
Osceola, 8. Jennifer Jones. 

Basketry: 1. Mary R. Billie, 2. Donna Frank, 3. Frances J. Osceola, 4. 
Geneva Beletso, 5. Lorraine Posada, 6. Tasha Osceola, 7. Judy Jones. 

Seminole Design: 1. Mary L. Tommie, 2. Regina Thinn, 3. Jennie Shore, 4. 
Tasha Osceola, 5. Melissa DeMayo, 6. Linda Frederick, 7. Rose Jones, 8. Shannon 
Gopher 

Woodwork: 1. Vinson P. Osceola, 2. Michael Micco, 3. Wilson Bowers, 4. 
Joey Micco, 5. George Micco, 6. Patty Entry, 7. JoJo Osceola. 

Beadwork: 1. Richard Doctor, 2. Carol F. Cypress, 3. Louise G. Osceola, 4. 
Selena Billie, 5. Jennie Shore, 6. Lola Gopher, 7. Lorraine Posada, 8. Judy Jones. 


Fine Arts Contest Winners 


Mixed Media: Ages 6-9: 1. Emmit Osceola, 2. Katrina Huggins, 3. Mazzy 
Robbins, 4. Shalynn Josh, 5. Marley Billie Herrera; Ages 10-17: 1. Deandra Tiger, 2. 
Trisha Walker, 3. Silver Wolf, 4. Alisha Billie, 5. Kirsten Doney; 18 and over: 1. Jo 
Motlow North, 2. Charlie S. Osceola, 3. Holly Johns, 4. Zach Battiest, 5. Linda Jane 
Henry. 

Pencil, Pencil and Ink: Ages 10-17: 1. Meaghan Osceola, 2. Royce Osceola, 

3. Terinna Cypress, 4. Robin Landin, 5. Chad Motlow; 18 and over: 1. Erica Deitz, 2. 
Sonja Requena, 3. Jo Motlow North, 4. Brittany Smith, 5. Vinson P. Osceola. 

Watercolor: Ages 10-17: 1. Deidra Hall, 2. Colby Herrera, 3. Michelle 
Jimmie, 4. Cooper Rivers, 5. Hillary Josh; 18 and over: 1. Erica Deitz, 2. Mary Gay 
Osceola, 3. Wilson D. Bowers, 4. Jo Jumper, 5. Patty Entry. 

Photography: Ages 10-17: 1. Spencer Battiest, 2. Korvette Billie, 3. Kirsten 
Doney, 4. Randee McDonald, 5. Denadra Tiger; 18 and over: 1. Charles S. Osceola, 

2. Tara Osceola Courson, 3. Linda Jane Henry, 4. Selena M. Billie, 5. Sonja Requena. 

Oil: Ages 10-17: 1. Lorelei Tommie, 2. Kirsten Doney, 3. Alisia Billie, 4. 
Jaryaca Baker, 5. Kiyler Baker; 18 and over: 1. Holly Johns, 2. Tasha K. Osceola, 3. 
Wilson Bowers, 4. Patty Entry, 5. Mercedes Osceola-Hahn 

Acrylic: Ages 10-17: 1. Alicia Nunez, 2. Hillary Josh, 3. Anthony Balentine, 

4. Kirsten Doney, 5. Jaryaca Baker; 18 and over: 1. Erica Deitz, 2. Mary Gay Osceola 

3. William Cypress, 4. Holly Johns, 5. Wilson Bowers. 

Ceramics: Seniors: 1. Nancy Motlow, 2. Rachel Billie, 3. Jean Jenny Johns, 

4. Ruby Osceola, 5. Carol Cypress. 



Entries in the 10-17 year old Mixed Media division. 
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2008-2009 Little Mr., Little Miss Seminole Crowned During Pageant 

BriannaA. Bowers, Santiago E. Billie Receive 2008-2009 Titles 



Marisol Gonzalez 


All the Little Mr.’s had one more chance to impress the judges before the final deci- 
sion was made. 
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Jr. Miss Florida Seminole Alicia Nunez (C) welcomes everyone to the event. 



I 

The Little Miss Seminole contestants make their entry. 


By Marisol Gonzalez 

HOLLYWOOD — The crowd 
gathered inside the Hard Rock Live arena 
on the evening of Feb. 8, in anticipation of 
one of the Tribe’s annual events — The 
Little Mr. and Little Miss Seminole con- 
test. This event took place in conjunction 
with 37th Annual Tribal Fair. 

The event began with the intro- 
duction of the 2007 Lil Mr. Seminole 
Kano Puente and Lil Miss Seminole 
Krysta Burton, both 6 years old. Also in 
attendance was current Jr. Miss Florida 
Seminole Alicia Nunez, 14, Brighton Jr. 
Miss Princess McKayla Snow, 10, and 
Miss Florida Seminole Princess Jennifer 
Chalfant, 19. 

The event emcee was Moses 
“Big Shot” Jumper Jr. along with Miss 
Florida Seminole Princess Jennifer 
Chalfant. There were three judges includ- 
ing Miss Florida USA 2008 Jessica 
Rafalowski, along with father and son 
team Brad Cooley and Brad Cooley Jr., 
the artists who have created numerous 
bronze sculptures for the Tribe. 

First to come out were all the 
contestants for the Little Miss Seminole 
competition. Nineteen contestants were in 
the running and from that group the 
judges would have to choose six runner- 
ups and a winner. Ranging in ages 5 to 7, 
all of the participants were very excited 
and eager to walk away with the crown as 
well as the title. 

They paraded in front of the 
judges to show off their traditional 
Seminole look. Then each was brought up 
and asked a question like: what’s your 
favorite food, Walt Disney® movie, car- 
toon, or color. 

Then it was the Little Misters’ 
turn to strut their stuff. Twenty-one partic- 
ipants competed for the Little Mr. title. 
They too had to show their fashions and 
answer questions in front of the judges. 

Before the winners were 


announced the judges were presented with 
gifts as a token of thanks from the 
princess committee. Little Miss Seminole 
2007 also gave all of the contestants a 
small gift from herself for participating in 
the event. 

She handed out bags filled with 
special treats to each contestant. She also 
had a prepared goodbye speech that Miss 
Florida Seminole Princess read on her 
behalf. No one left empty handed from the 
pageant, as all of the contestants also 
received a participation trophy. 

The time had come to announce 
the results for Little Miss Seminole. 


Brianna April Bowers, 6, from Big 
Cypress, daughter of Osceola Billie and 
Clarissa A. Bowers, captured the 2008 
title. Second through sixth place were: 
Alyssa J. Osceola, Arissa Cypress, Italia 
Eternity Sisto, Thomlynn M.A. Billie and 
Cachalani Hayes Frank. 

Taking home the title of 2008 
Little Mr. Seminole was Santiago E. 

Billie, 6, from Hollywood, son of James 
E. Billie and Maria Billie. Second through 
sixth place were: Lance Adam Howard, 
Ivess Enoch Preston Baker, Julius 
Alexander Aquino, Brandon Duane Entry, 
Chandler DeMayo and Sheldon Osceola. 
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(L-R, Back Row) Miss Seminole Jennifer Chalfant, Jr. Miss Seminole Alicia Nunez, 
Miss Florida USA 2008 Jessica Rafalowski, (Front) Brighton Jr. Miss McKayla 
Snow, Little Mr. Seminole 2007-2008 Kano Puente and Little Miss Seminole 
2007-2008 Krysta Burton. 
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Contestant Zoey Puente during the question and answer 
portion of the pageant. 
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Miss Seminole Jennifer Chalfant asks sixth runner up Sheldon 
Osceola his question. 
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Seminoles Participate in 2008 Tribal Fair Clothing Contest 

Two New Categories Added for This Year’s Competition 
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Winners in the Women’s 1800s Old Traditional 46-54 category: (L-R) 
Beulah Gopher, Janice Kay Braswell Virginia Osceola and Rose Jones. 
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1900s Old Traditional Men’s 65 and older division winners: (L-R) 
George Billie , Jimmy Smith and Joe Dan Osceola. 
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Winners from the 1900s Old Traditional Women’s division. 
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The Baby Division had many little participants. 


By Marisol Gonzalez 

HOLLYWOOD — Bright colors and beautiful designs filled 
the Hard Rock Live arena on the morning of Feb. 9 for the Tribal Fair 
Clothing Contest. 

This annual event brought more than 600 Tribal citizens, who 
competed in several categories, many coming with hopes of winning top 
prize and showing what they were made of. 

There were nine categories for the Tribal Fair clothing contest, 
two of which were new this year. Categories were as follows: Baby divi- 
sion 0-23 months, Youth Division ages two through 17, 18 years and 
older age group categories included 2000 Contemporary, Jackets, 

Modem Day Fashion, 1800s and 1900s Old Traditional, as well as the 
two new categories this year 1800s and 1900s Old Traditional Self-Made 
Men and Women. 

The categories were divided by the entrant’s age, then further 
divided into men’s and women’s categories. 

Judging these fashions was definitely not an easy task. On the 
women’s side there were three judges, Lisa and David Founds and Rose 
Pearl Murtle. Judging the men’s fashions there were Charles Reynolds, 
Lisa Stevens, Jeff Pharr, and Carlos Miguel. 

After plenty of deliberation the judges would make their deci- 
sions. 

Even though all participants could not be winners, the Clothing 
Contest allowed Tribal citizens to show off their craft and come together 
during the Tribal Fair festivities. 
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In the Baby Division, the young competitors donned their finest. 
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Winners in the Men’s 1900s Old Traditional 36-45 year old age divi- 
sion: (L-R) Mark Steve Osceola, Norman Bowers, Elrod Bowers and 
Robert Frank. 



Marisol Gonzalez 

Youth division competitors in the 5-8 year age range. 
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Winners of the Men’s 1800s Old Traditional 55-64 year old division: 
(L-R) Thomas M. A. Billie, Parker Jones, Norman Johns, Sammy 
Gopher, Moses Jumper Jr. 


2008 Semionle Tribal Fair Clothing Contest Winners 


Youth: Boys: 13-17 year olds: 1. 

Nathan Gopher, 2. Cameron Dorgan, 3. Jason G. 
Melton, 4. Randy Shore, 5. Robert Frank, 6. 

Jessie Holdiness, 7. Michael Cypress, 8. Tucomah 
Robbins. 

1800s Old Fashion: Men: 18-25 year 
olds: 1. Kyle Doney, 2. Wilson Bowers, 3. Joseph 
D. Osceola, 4. Byron Billie, 5. Emerson Billie; 26 

- 35 year olds: 1. Dallas Nunez, 2. Marlon C. 
Tommie, 3. Daniel Nunez Sr. 4. Sampson Gopher, 

5. Pete A. Osceola Hahn, 6. Elton Shore, 7. 
Alexander Johns, 8. Wovoka Tommie; 36 - 45 
year olds: 1. David Nunez, 2. Norman Bowers; 46 

- 54 year olds: 1. Sandy Billie Jr., 2. Elbert Snow; 
55 - 64 year olds: 1. Moses Jumper Jr., 2. Thomas 
M. A. Billie, 3. Parker Jones, 4. Norman Johns, 5. 
Sammy Gopher; 65 and older: 1. Jimmy Smith, 2. 
Johnny Tucker Sr., 3. Joe Dan Osceola. 

1900s Old Fashion: Men: 18-25 year 
olds: 1. Kyle Doney, 2. Byron Billie, 3. Ildy 
Garcia 4. Steel Gopher, 5. Joseph Osceola; 26 - 
35 year olds: Daniel Nunez Sr. 2. Justin Gopher, 

3. Marlon L. Tommie, 4. Wildcat Naha Jumper, 5. 
Pete A. Osceola Hahn, 6. Wovoka Tommie, 7. 
Sampson Gopher; 36 - 45 year olds: 1 . Robert 
Frank, 2. Elrod Bowers, 3. Norman Bowers, 4. 
Mark Steve Osceola; 46 - 54 year olds: 1 . Sandy 
Billie Jr.; 55 - 64 year olds: 1. Thomas Billie, 2. 
Moses Jumper Jr., 3. Parker Jones, 4. Norman 
Johns; 65 and older: 1. Joe Dan Osceola, 2. 

Jimmy Smith, 3. George Billie. 

Modem Day Fashion: Men: 18-25 year 
olds: 1. Kyle Doney, 2. Steel Gopher, 3. Wilson 
Bowers, 4. Joseph D. Osceola, 5. Ildy Garcia, 6. 
Byron Billie; 26 - 35 year olds: 1. Alexander 
Johns, 2. Justin Gopher, 3. Adam Turtle, 4. Daniel 
Nunez Sr. 5. Dallas Nunez, 6. Wildcat Naha 
Jumper, 7. Pete A.Osceola Hahn, 8. Marlon L. 
Tommie; 36 - 45 year olds: 1. Larry Howard, 2. 
Robert Frank, 3. Elrod Bowers, 4. Norman 
Bowers, 5. David Nunez Jr., Bernard Robbins; 46 

- 54 year olds: 1. Shamy Tommie, 2. Sandy Billie 
Jr. 3. Elbert Snow; 55 - 64 year olds: 1. Norman 
Johns, 2. Thomas M.A. Billie, 3. Parker Jones, 4. 
Martin Gopher, 5. Paul Buster, 6. Moses Jumper 
Jr; 65 and older: 1. Jimmy Smith, 2. Wonder 
Johns, 3. Joe Dan Osceola, 4. Rudy Osceola, 5. 
Dan Bowers, 6. Joe Osceola Sr. 

Jackets: Men: 18-25 year olds: 1. 


Joseph D. Osceola, 2. Byron Billie, 3. Wilson 
Bowers, 4. Ildy Garcia; 26 - 35 year olds: 1. 
Alexander Johns, 2. Emerson Billie, 3. Wovoka 
Tommie, 4. Marlon L. Tommie, 5. Daniel Nunez 
Sr., 6. Norman E. Johns, 7. Elton Shore, 8. Justin 


Gopher, 2. Juanita Osceola, 3. Connie Whidden, 4. 
Louise Osceola, 5. Nancy Motlow, 6. Alice Sweat, 
7. Lorene Gopher, 8. Agnes Bowers; 65 and older: 

1. Mary Osceola, 2. Onnie Osceola, 3. Virginia 
Tommie, 4. Maydell Osceola, 5. Lawana Osceola, 


Gopher; 65 and older: 1. Wonder Johns, 2. Johnny 6. Frances Osceola, 7. Louise J. Billie. 


Tucker Sr. 3. Jimmy Smith, 4. George Billie, 5. 
Joe Dan Osceola, 6. Joe Osceola Sr. 6. Dan 
Bowers, 7. Rudy Osceola. 

2000 

Contemporary: Men: 18- 
25 year olds: 1 . Byron 
Billie, 2. Joseph D. 

Osceola, 3. Kyle Doney, 4. 

Wilson Bowers, 5. Steel 
Gopher, 6. Ildy Garcia; 26 
- 35 year olds: 1. 

Alexander Johns, 2. Justin 
Gopher, 3. David Earl 
Nelson, 4. Sampson 
Gopher, 5. Pete A. Osceola 
Halm, 6. Wovoka Tommie, 

7. Marlon L. Tommie, 8. 

Wildcat Naha Jumper; 36 - 
45 year olds: 1. Elrod 
Bowers, 2. Norman 
Bowers, 3. David Nunez 
Jr., 4. Robert Frank, 5. 

Larry Howard, 6. Bernard 
Robbins; 46 - 54 year 
olds: 1. Shamy Tommie, 2. 

Sandy Billie Jr. 3. Elbert 
Snow; 55 - 64 year olds: 

1. Parker Jones, 2. Max 

Osceola, 3. Norman Johns, 4. Moses Jumper; 65 
and older: 1. Jimmy Smith, 2. Joe Dan Osceola. 

1800s Old Traditional: Women: 18-25 
year olds: 1 . Kelly Tommie, 2. Tasha K. Osceola, 

3. Jo Jo Osceola, 4. Mercedes Osceola-Hahn, 5. 
Audrey Snow, 6. Holly Johns, 7. Ginger Jones, 8. 
Josie Snow; 26 - 35 year olds: 1. Emma Brown, 

2. Laveme Thomas, 3. Elsie Smith, 4. Shannon 
Gopher, 5. Jo Jumper, 6. Perrie Whidden, 7. Rita 
McCabe, 8. Alice Billie, 36 - 45 year olds: 1. 
Betty Billie, 2. Edna Tommie, 3. Oneva O. Jones, 

4. Leslie Osceola, 5. Michele Thomas, 6. Lisa 
Osceola, 7. Linda Jones, 8. Melissa Gopher; 46 - 
54 year old: l.Rose Jones, 2. Virginia Osceola, 3 
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Contestant Chandler DeMayo, 6, (C) in 
Youth Division. 


1900s Old Traditional: Women: 18 - 25: 
1. Phalyn Osceola, 2. Holly Johns, 3. Jo Jo 
Osceola, 4. Mercedes 
Osceola-Hahn, 5. Tasha K. 
Osceola, 6. Kelly Tommie, 
7. Danette Bowers, 8. 
Ginger Jones; 26 - 35 year 
olds: 1. Elsie Smith, 2. Jo 
Jumper, 3. Laveme 
Thomas, 4. Shannon 
Gopher, 5. Jennifer Jones, 

6. Allison Osceola, 7. 
Emma Brown, 8. Amy 
Johns; 36 - 45 year olds: 1. 
Betty Billie, 2. Donna M. 
Turtle, 3. Oneva O. Jones, 
4. Theresa Nunez, 5. Edna 
Tommie, 6. Lisa Osceola, 7 
Michele Thomas, 8 Leslie 
Osceola; 46 - 54 year olds: 
1. Janice Kay Braswell, 2. 
Virginia Osceola, 3. Rose 
Jones, 4. Delia Smith; 55 - 
64 year olds: 1. Juanita 
Osceola, 2. Connie 
Whidden, 3. Nancy 
— Motlow, 4. Alice Sweat; 65 
and older: 1 . Frances 

Osceola, 2. Rosie Billie, 3. Alice Snow, 4. Onnie 
Osceola, 5. Lawana Osceola. 

Modem Day Fashion: Women: 18-25 
year olds: 1. Jo Jo Osceola, 2. Tasha K. Osceola, 

3. Josie Snow, 4. Holly Johns, 5. Kelly Tommie, 

6. Mercedes Osceola-Hahn, 7. Jennifer Chalfant, 

8. Megan Tommie; 26-35 year olds: 1. Jo 
Jumper, 2. Alice M. Billie, 3. Perrie Whidden, 4. 
Jennifer Jones, 5. Laveme Thomas, 6. Elsie 
Smith, 7. Myra Gopher, 8. Amy Johns; 36 - 45 
year olds: 1. Edna Tommie, 2. Oneva Jones, 3. 
Christie Gopher, 4. Lisa Osceola, 5. Alicia J. 
Sanchez Cabal, 6. Donna M. Turtle, 7. Dionne 
Smedley, 8. Michele Thomas; 46 - 54 year olds: 


Janice Kay Braswell, 55 - 64 year olds: 1. Louise 1. Rose Jones, 2. Virginia Osceola, 3. Susie 


Jumper, 4. Janice Osceola, 5. Janice Kay 
Braswell, 6. Beverly Alumbaugh; 55-64 year 
olds: 1. Alice Sweat, 2. Connie Whidden, 3. 
Louise G. Osceola, 4. Maggie Garcia, 5. Lorene 
Gopher, 6. Nancy Motlow, 7. Agnes Bowers, 8. 
Cornelia Osceola; 65 and older: 1. Rosie Billie, 2. 
Lawana Osceola, 3. Dorothy Tommie, 4. Frances 
Osceola, 5 Alice Snow, 6. Louise Billie. 

Jackets: Womens: 18 - 25 year olds: 1. 

Jo Jo Osceola, 2. Holly Johns, 3. Megan Jones, 4. 
Mercedes Osceola-Hahn, 5. Tasha K. Osceola, 6. 
Megan Tommie, 7. Kelly Tommie, 8. Wynter 
Dawn Billie; 26 - 35 year olds: 1. Emma Brown, 

2. Ida F. Osceola, 3. Shannon Gopher, 4. Jo 
Jumper, 5. Melissa DeMayo, 6. Alice M. Billie, 7. 
Laveme Thomas, 8. Amy Johns; 36 - 45 year 
olds: 1. Theresa Nunez, 2. Joanne Osceola, 3. 
Oneva Jones, 4. Edna Tommie, 5. Betty Billie, 6. 
Linda Jones, 7. Lisa Osceola, 8. Grace Koontz; 46 
- 54 year olds: 1. Rose Jones, 2. Virginia Osceola, 

3. Oneva J. Smith, 4. Janice Kay Braswell, 5. 
Beverly Alumbaugh; 55 - 64 year olds: 1. Connie 
Whidden, 2 Louise Gopher, 3. Nancy Motlow, 4. 
Lorene Gopher, 5. Alice Sweat; 65 and older: 1. 
Lawana Osceola, 2. Frances Osceola, 3. Dorothy 
Tommie. 

2000 Contemporary: Women: 18-25 
year olds: 1. Ginger Jones, 2. Brittany Yescas, 3. 
Jo Jo Osceola, 4. Jennifer Chalfant, 5. Mercedes 
Osceola, 6. Tasha K. Osceola, 7. Ruby Harrell, 8. 
Danette Bowers; 26-35 year olds: 1. Laveme 
Thomas, 2. Perrie Whidden, 3. Suraiya Smith, 4. 
Elsie Smith, 5. Jennifer Jones, 6. Alice M. Billie, 

7. Amy Johns, 8. Shannon Gopher; 36 - 45 year 
olds: 1. Michele Thomas, 2. Oneva O. Jones, 3. 
Donna M. Turtle, 4. Edna Tommie, 5. Betty Billie, 

6. Theresa Nunez, 7. Dionne Smedley, 8. Leslie 
Osceola; 46 - 54 year olds: 1. Rose Jones, 2. 
Virginia Osceola, 3. Janice Kay Braswell, 4 Delia 
Smith, 5. Beverly Alumbaugh, 6. Susie C. Jumper, 

7. Nettie Stewart, 8. Barbara Cypress; 55 - 64 
year olds: 1 . Delores Jumper, 2. Juanita Osceola, 

3. Louise Gopher, 4. Connie Whidden, 5. Nancy 
Motlow, 6. Louise G. Osceola, 7. Lorene Gopher, 

8. Cornelia Osceola; 65 and older: 1. Frances 
Osceola, 2. Mary Osceola, 3. Mary Frances 
Cypress, 4. Louise J. Billie, 5. Leoda Osceola, 6. 
Maydell Osceola, 7. Rosie Billie, 8. Dorothy 
Tommie. 
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Annual Tribal Fair Hoops Tourney 


By Chris Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD — Among the 
long list of other activities available for 
citizens, this year’s annual Tribal Fair 
Basketball Tournament gave hoopsters 
the chance to bring their best on Feb. 8-9 
in the Hollywood Gym. 

The All- Indian event was spon- 
sored by the Hollywood Recreation 
Dept, and brought together players from 
as far west as Arizona and as far east as 
New York. Eight women’s teams and 
seven men were featured in a double 
elimination format. 

On the Men’s side, results were 
Big Town in first, Arizona in second and 
BC Rec. taking third. The Outlaw 
Women took first on the women’s side, 
with Sundown and Natives taking sec- 
ond and third, respectively. 

Recreation Basketball Coach 
Carlos Adamson said the two day affair 
went well. 

“It went smooth. Everything 
went good and the competition was 
cool,” Adamson said. 
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The Wildcats’ Leon Wilcox Jr. takes some 
practice shots before game time. 



Members of Sundown pose in between all the action. 
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Tribal elder Bessie Tommie steps up in anticipation of her turn. 


Tribal Fair 2008 Bowling Results 


Senior Division: Men - 1 . Moses 
Osceola, 2. Jack Smith, 3. Archie Johns; 
Women - 1. Janet Hill, 2. A nn ette 
Tahamont, 3. Annie Jumper; Regular 
Division: First Game - 1 . Kevin 
Tommie/Linda Tommie, 2. Danny 
Tommie/Reina Micco, 3. Leon Wilcox 
Jr./Ashley Wilcox; Second Game - 1 . Mya 
Stockton/Linda Tommie, 2. Joshua 


Sneed/Terri Frank, 3. Elton Shore/Diane 
Smith; 3-6-9 Game: 1 . Delwyn 
McGowan/Michelle Osceola, 2. Rufus 
Tiger/Farrah Jones, 3. Remus 
Griffin/ Amanda Smith; No-Tap: 1. Danny 
Tommie/Mary Jumper, 2. Dean 
Stokes/Marilyn Doney, 3. Bobby 
Frank/Farrah Jones. 






Results of Seminole Tribe’s Hall of Fame Results of Seminole Tribe’s Tribal Fair 
Golf Tournament Golf Tournament 


Two-Man Blind Draw Scramble: 1 . Darren 
Thomas and A1 Day, 65, 2. Vernon Jacobs and Yamell 
Loclear, 68, 3. Charlie Cypress and Lindsey Hill , 69, 4. 
Rod Curl & Evan Thomas, 69, 5. Steve Tooshkenig and 
Willie Huff , 69, 6. Earl Hill and Butch Macintosh, 70, 7. 
Mitch Osceola and Mondo Tiger, 71, 8. Jereme Harrison 
and Winnie Thomas, 71. 

Closest to the Pin: #3 Men: Neil Perley, #3 
Women: Lorinda Funmaker, #5 Men: Terry Tartsah, #5 
Women: Victoria Thompson, #15 Men: Scott General, #15 
Women: Lindsey Hill, #17 Men: Ryan Michano, #17 
Women: Elvira Eli jah. 

Longest Drive: #11 and: Lindsey Hill, #4 and: 
Yomell Locklear. 


Four-Man Blind Draw Scramble: 1 . Steve 
Tooshkenig and Corey Duel, 66, 2. A1 Day and Gerry 
Cleveland, 69, 3. Roger Carrier and Victoria Thompson, 

70, 4. Rod Curl and Lloyd Elm, 70, 5. Joe Luther and 
Quinton, 70, 6. Darren Thomas and Jason Pedwaydon, 71, 
7. Jimmoness and Jim Thompson, 73, 8. Vernon Jacobs and 
Les Faye, 73. 

Closest to the Pin: #3 Men: Aaron Eligal, #3 
Women: Patty Jojola, #5 Men: Del Riley, #5 Women: 
Victoria Thompson, #15 Men: Lome General, #15 Women: 
Blank, #17 Men: Wayne Hill, #17 Women: Lisa General 
Longest Drive: #11 and: Sharon Hill, #11 and: 
Yamell Locklear. 
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President Richard Bowers Jr. IE) presented Heather 
Peterson (C) with her saddle, as she was crowned Seminole 
Rodeo Queen. 


Jr. Rodeo Queen Ashley Baxton (C) receives her 


Tribal Fair EIRA Bill Osceola Memorial Rodeo Results 


Mutton Busting: 1. Rayven King, 2. Todd Pierce, 3. 
Myron Billie, 4. Tucker Johns; Pony Riding: 1. Andre 
Jumper, 2. Timothy Bearden; Calf Riding: 1. Jobe Johns, .2. 
Dalton Koenes; Steer Riding:_l. Preston Louis, .2. Andre 
Jumper, 3. Kelton Smedley; Jr. Bulls: 1. Ethan Gopher, 2. Jr 
Billy, 3/4. Andrew Holmes, 3/4. William Bearden; 4-8 
Barrels: 1. Ahnie Jumper, 2. Brighton Bauman, 3. Areya 
Youngblood, 4. Josie Louis, 5. Dayra Koenes; 

9-12 Barrels: 1. Malani Perez, 2. Kalgary Johns, 3. 
Kelton Smedley, 4. Acealynn Youngblood; 13-18 Barrels: 1. 
Janae Braswell, 2. Nauthkee Henry; Jr. Breakaway: 1. 

Preston Louis, 2. Kelton Smedley, 3. Josh Johns, 4. Chebon 
Gooden; 50 & Over Breakaway: 1. Allen Fisher, 2. Billie Joe 
Johns; Jr. Bareback: 1. Chris Smith, 2. William Bearden; 
Bareback: 1. JR Chino, 2. Joe Wilson, 3. Freddy WarBonnet, 
4. John Salois; 

Steer Wrestling: 1. Joe Wilson, 2. Terry Fisher, 3. 
Stephen Fox, 4. TR Connelly; Calf Roping: 1 . Preston 
Williams, 2. Andre LaFrance, 3. Naha Jumper, 4. Ed Holyan; 
Breakaway: 1. Mindy Fish, 2. Carole Holyan, 3. LeAnna 
Billie, 4. Lizzie Dixie; Team Roping: 1. Josh Jumper / 

Preston Williams, 2. Rawley Ben/Ty Romo, 3. Erich 
Rogers/Terry Fisher, 4. Justin Gopher/Naha Jumper, 5. 

Brooks Dahozy/Terry Tatsey, 6. Aaron Tsinigine / Vanoy 
Yazzie; Barrels: 1. Carole Holyan, 2. Tess Duchenaux, 3. 
Mackenzie Johns, 4. Boogie Jumper; Bull Riding: 1 . Greg 
Louis ,2/3. Koty Brugh, 2/3. Justin Gopher, 4. Shiloh Amiotte. 
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Josh Johns competes in the Calf Riding event. 


Golfers Compete in Two Tribal Tournaments 

Sports Hall of Fame, Tribal Fair Tourneys Held in Conjunction 


Felix DoBosz 

Evan Thomas of Ontario, Canada celebrates his partner’s putt. 


“This time we had triple the amount of 
people from last year, mostly through word of 
mouth, this tournament has become a very popular 
event around Indian Country,” said Marcellus 
Osceola Jr., spokesman for the golfing events. 
“This event contributes to the Tribe by giving us 
great exposure and good public relations and also 
by giving us a name up north where people will 
want to come down here and vacation. It’s a great 
spot, so word of mouth across Indian Country is 
just phenomenal.” 

Osceola added: “This year’s event 
exceeded my expectations and I think I did a good 
job.” 

At the completion of the tournament, 
Osceola announced the winners and proceeded to 
give out the prizes to the golfers who had the low- 
est scores. He made sure to thank everyone for 
making the event possible, and coming out, com- 
peting and having fun. 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — On Feb. 5-6, the Westin 
Diplomat Country Club and Golf Resort hosted the 
2008 Sports Hall of Fame Golf Tournament, spon- 
sored by Seminole Recreation, and Tribal Fair Golf 
Tournament, sponsored by the Tribal Council. 

There were 137 golfers who signed up for 
this tournament on the first day, and 134 on the sec- 
ond day. More than a 100 competitors came from out 
of town, some from as far away as Wisconsin and 
Ontario, Canada, to compete in this blind draw. 

One of the competitors in this year’s Tribal 
Fair Golf Tournament was Native American and ex- 
NFL football star Jim Wame, of the Sioux Tribe, who 
said he enjoys golf. Wame was in South Florida help- 
ing the Seminole Tribe of Florida Boys & Girls Club 
with his time. 

The beautiful South Florida weather wel- 
comed more golfers than could be accommodated at 
the Westin Diplomat. The overflow of golfers was re- 
directed to the nearby Emerald Hills Golf & Country 
Club where golfers continued to showcase their skills. 


Felix DoBosz 

Elvira Elijah of Ontario, Canada hits a long drive down the fairway. 
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Felix DoBosz 


Chris Osceola maintains perfect form for a top score of 180 in the Male Bow Hunter Division. 


Tribal Fair 3-D Archery Tournament Competition Draws Shooters 

Casey McCall Memorial Robin Hood Archery Contest Held In Conjunction 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — On Feb. 10, 
citizens from the Seminole Tribe as well as 
other Tribes competed in an archery tour- 
nament, held in conjunction with the Tribal 
Fair. The first annual Robin Hood 
Tournament, sponsored by Seminole 
Tribe’s Recreation Dept., took place on a 
big parcel of undeveloped land across the 
street from the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel 
& Casino. 

Archery Coach John Waterhouse 
and Seminole Tribe’s Recreation 
Coordinator Steve Young made sure all the 
3-D foam targets were in the right place. 
They also checked to make sure the wood- 
en stake marks were calculated accurately 
for proper distance before the tournament 
started. 

According to the rules at the 
Tribal Fair 3-D Archery Tournament, a 
perfect score would be 240 for the 20 tar- 
gets. Contestants had four possible scores 
on each target, with 12 points awarded for 
hitting in the center ring, next ring was 
worth 10, the outside ring was worth eight, 
and five points were awarded for a hit any- 
where else on the 3-D target. 

There was another contest going 
on as well called the Casey McCall 
Memorial Robin Hood Shoot, sponsored 


by mother Wanda Bowers. Archers stood 
20 yards from the target and shot an arrow 
at it. Then, they had two more chances to 
shoot another arrow into the back of the 
first arrow, which is known as a “Robin 
Hood.” 

“We couldn’t get anyone to do 
that as it is a difficult shot to make so we 
had all the archers shoot a long distance 
shot, compound shooters from 63 yards 
and traditional and youth from 43 yards,” 
said Young. “After the first round we only 
had three shooters hit the target: Terry 
Tartsah, Raymond Garza and Preston 
Baker. So we had them shoot again to see 


which one would get closets to the center 
of the target, Raymond and Terry hit the 
target with Terry being the closets to the 
center.” 

Ultimately, Tartsah took the top 
spot in the Robin Hood competition. 

A native and semi-pro archer 
Wayahsti Perkins (Sioux), who competes 
in the Archery Shooters Association sanc- 
tioned events, came all the way from Avon, 
Mont. He was a real serious competitor, 
however, only managed to walk away with 
a second place victory. Tribal citizen 
Christopher Osceola claimed the top spot 
with a score of 180. 


Results of the Tribal Fair Archery Competition 

Male Bow Hunter: Open: 1. Christopher Osceola, 180, 2. Wayahsti 
Perkins, 175, 3. John Jumper, 171, 4. Josh Garza, 138, 5. Preston Baker, 124, 6. 
Terry Tartsah, 105; Female Bow Hunter: Open: 1. Virginia Billie, 128 

Male Bow Hunter: Fingers: 1. R.J. Antone, 148, 2. Raymond Garza, 
104, 3. Michael Tartsah, 20; Female Bow Hunter: Fingers: 1. Melissa J. Devito- 
Lacey, 41. 

Traditional Men: 1. Matt Rockwell, 136, 2. Don Osceola, 124; 
Traditional Women: 1 . Danette Bowers, 40. 

Midget Girls: 1. Keshia Julian, 107; Bantam Boys: 1. Nick Jumper, 73, 
2. Cameron Osceola, 61. 



Felix DoBosz 


Semi-pro archer Wayahsti Perkins smiles as he shows the near- 
splitting of the arrows on the 3-D form. 



Felix DoBosz 


(L-R) Chris Osceola, Virginia Billie, Raymond Garza and 
Wayahsti Perkins go over their scores. 



Annual Tribal Fair Pool Tournament Held 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — The 

Diamond™ billiard tables were shining 
and lined up in the large Ballroom B of 
the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 
for the Second Annual Tribal Fair Pool 
Tournament. Tribal citizens and all 
Native Americans, some from as far 
away as Oklahoma, competed for big 
cash prizes in the 8-ball, 9-ball and 
scotch doubles competition. 

The three day tournament, held 
Feb. 8-10, was played in conjunction 
with the 37th Annual Tribal Fair, and 
hosted by the Tribal Council. 

Tournament director and Non- 
Resident Liaison Holly Tiger-Bowers 
and Kevin Pickard, tournament and 
events coordinator for Seminole Sports 
Management, kept spectators and players 
informed by providing information and 
statistics for all the games. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress was 


there to lend support and present awards 
to some of the winners of this 2nd 
Annual Tribal Fair Pool Tournament. 

Big Cypress Council Rep. David 
Cypress, a fan of billiards, also compet- 
ed in the 8-ball contest. 

Providing an entertainment 
break for the players and guests was the 
amazing Tom “Dr. Cue” Rossman. Dr. 
Cue, as he likes to call himself, performs 
more than 200 shows per year and had 
received numerous accolades for per- 
forming his famous trick shots, earning 
him prestigious titles indulging the 2007 
US Open Champion in Artistic Pool and 
the 2006 ESPN World Cup Team USA 
Champion, to name a few. 

Dr. Cue wowed the crowd per- 
forming one impossible trick after anoth- 
er with an assortment of cues and gadget 
pool balls. The doctor was really fun to 
watch and had a good humored banter 
going on as he performed his shtick. 




1 


The annual tournament was the place to be for many billiards enthusiasts. 


Results of the Second 
Annual Tribal Fair Pool 
Tournament 

Seniors 8-Ball: Men’s - 1. 
Lucian Tiger, 2. Lester Gourd, 3. Daniel 
Gopher, 4. George Grasshopper, 5. 
Ralph Gray; Women - 1 . Laura Clay, 2. 
Eleanor Freeman, 3. Dale Grasshopper, 
4. Diana Onlyachief, 5. Annie Jumper. 

Seniors 9-Ball: Men - 1. 

Lester Gourd, 2. Rolie Johnson, 3. 
William Brown, 4. Joe Billie, 5. Robin 
Buster; Women - 1. Laura Clay, 2. 
Juanita Osceola, 3. Bess Bowlegs, 4. 
Eleanor Freeman, 5. Nita McCarter. 

Doubles: Men - 1 . Charley 
LaSarge, 2. Lucian Tiger, 3. David 
Cypress, 4. Sam Deere, 5. Daniel 
Nunez Sr.; Women - 1. Kathryn Hair, 2. 
Theresa Nunez, 3. Phalyn Osceola, 4. 
Levonne Stokes, 5. Teonna Rock. 


9-Ball: Men - 1 . Ralph Gray, 
2. Rohe Johnson, 3. Elrod Bowers, 4. 
Daniel Littlebear, 5. Raymond Stewart; 
Women - 1. Diana Onlyachief, 2. 
Phalyn Osceola, 3. Theresa Nunez, 4. 
Levonne Stokes, 5. Eleanor Stokes. 

8-Ball: Men - 1. Thomas 
LaSarge, 2. Lucien Tiger, 3. Ralph 
Tiger, 4. Sam Deere, 5. Elrod Bowers; 
Women - 1. Kathryn Hair, 2. Diana 
Onlyachief, 3. Theresa Nunez, 4. 
Carlene Echohawk, 5.Donnia Antuna. 

Youth: Boys 8 to 12-1. 
Daniel Nunez, 2. Alonzo Wargolet, 3. 
Chief Billie, 4. Neko Osceola, 5. Reed 
Gopher; Boys 13 to 17-1. Brandon 
Billie, 2. Pierson Hunsinger, 3. Karlito 
Wargolet, 4. Shaun Billie, 5. Randy 
Shore; Girls 8 to 17 - 1. Jessica 
Osceola, 2. Cheyenne Nunez, 3. Haley 
Garcia, 4. Jaide Micco, 5. Aliena 
Micco. 



Tom “Dr. Cue” Rossman performed some of his famous trick shots at second 
annual Tribal Fair Pool Tournament. 
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Marisol Gonzalez 

Clothing contest winner Steel Gopher. 




Chris Jenkins 

The Hollywood Seminole preschoolers say the Pledge of Allegience during opening ceremonies. 





Felix DoBosz 

(L-R) Miss Florida Seminole Jennifer Chalfant and Miss 
Brighton Seminole Amber Craig get ready to sample 
some of Iona’s frybread. 



Marisol Gonzalez 

The Little Mr. contestants make their entry. 



The 1800s Old Traditional 65 and older contestants wait for the judges’ results. 


Contestant #12 Cachalani Frank waves to the audience as the Little Miss contestants make their entry. 
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Tribal Council 
Meets in 
Immokalee 

By Chris Jenkins 

IMMOKALEE — The Tribal 
Council met in the Senior Center on the 
Immokalee Reservation on Feb. 19 for a 
special meeting. They passed 27 resolu- 
tions on the agenda including: 

Resolution 14: Service line agree- 
ment (2,100’ x 10’) between Florida Power 
and Light and James Tommie-Brighton 
Seminole Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 15: Service line agree- 
ment (917’ x 25’) between Glades Electric 
Cooperative, Inc. and Howard Jimmie- 
Brighton Seminole Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 16: Issuance of a one 
day beverage permit for the retail sale of 
beer only at the Seminole Youth Ranch 
Bull Riding Event sponsored by the 
Immokalee Youth and Live Stock 
Programs located on the Immokalee 
Seminole Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 17: Service agreement 
with Bums and McDonnell Engineering 
Company, Inc. to provide professional 
engineering and resident project represen- 
tation services on the Big Cypress 
Reservation Critical Restoration Project; 

Resolution 18: Approval of the 
Title V FY 2008 Funding Agreement with 
the United States Department of Health 
and Human Services, Indian Health 
Service under PL. 106-260 Title V of the 
Indian Self-Determination and Education 
Assistance Act (ISDEAA); 

Resolution 19: Ratification of the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida filming permis- 
sion letter granting Westdeutscher 
Rundfunk permission to film a television 
show on the Big Cypress Indian 
Reservation; 

Resolution 20: Ratification of the 
billboard sublease agreement between the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida and the law 
offices of Woodard and North; 

Resolution 21 : Ratification of the 
Wackenhut Services contract between the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida and the 
Wackenhut Corporation; 

Resolution 25: Seminole Tribe of 
Florida Guardianship Ordinance; 

Resolution 26: Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum Collection Management Policy; 
and 

Resolution 27: Revocable permit 
between Alice Snow (permittor) and David 
Ferguson (permittee) - Brighton Seminole 
Indian Reservation 



By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — Contestants were aglow with 
excitement at the 30th anniversary of the Brighton 
Seminole Princess Pageant, held Feb. 14. Crowned as the 
2008-2009 Brighton Se min ole Princess is Jaryaca Baker. 
The 2008-2009 Brighton Jr. Miss Princess is Rumor 
Juarez. 

Emcee John Madrigal introduced guests and 
contestants, then outgoing Brighton Seminole Princess 
Amber Craig gave some words of wisdom. 

“I can relate to what the girls are going through 


right now because I know they are nervous,” said 2007- 
2008 Brighton Seminole Princess Amber Craig. 

The 2007-2008 Brighton Jr. Miss Seminole 
McKayla Snow also encouraged the contestants. 

“I would like to welcome everyone here tonight 
and say to all the girls, ‘Good luck,’ ” said Snow. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress took a moment to 
recognize the girls’ parents. 

“Brighton has always had good parent involve- 
ment in all the kids do, whether it a princess pageant like 

❖ See PRINCESS, page 10 


Jaryaca Baker Crowned 
2008 Brighton Seminole Princess 

2008 Brighton Jr. Miss Rumor Juarez Also Crowned 


Susan Etxebarria 

(L-R) 2008-2009 Brighton Seminole Princess Jaryaca Baker and Brighton Jr. Miss Princess Rumor Juarez. 


Tribal Museum 
Attains Interim 
Accreditation 

Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki to be First 
Accredited Native Museum 


By Chris Jenkins 

BIG CYPRESS — The Seminole Tribe of 
Florida’s Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum made history on 
Dec. 7, 2007 after receiving notification that the muse- 
um will soon join the ranks of a relatively short list of 
nationally accredited museums. This was a day the 
staff had been waiting anxiously for, as the Tribe’s 
museum will become the first Native American muse- 
um to be accredited, gaining interim status. 

According to Museum Director Anne 
McCudden, this is an accomplishment only 10 percent 
of museums nationwide achieve. She explained that 
the final recommendation could take up to a year from 
the American Association of Museum’s (AAM) 
Accreditation Commission. In preparation, a Museum 
Assessment Program Grant application was submitted 
to the AAM, which is designed to help museums 
assess their strengths and weaknesses, and plan ahead. 

McCudden said five important criteria were 
also involved along the way to complete the accredita- 
tion process. These steps included: owning a physical 
collection, being educationally and interpretively 
trained, having a professionally trained staff in place, 
maintaining certain hours of operation, and being open 
to the public for at least a two year period. 

“ft makes us be more productive as a staff,” 
McCudden said. “Institutionally it has been extremely 
beneficial. We are now fully-functional.” 

The entire process has been slow, but progres- 
sive, according to Chief Historic Resources Officer 
Tina Osceola. 

“There were employees along the way who 
were not completely on hoard in the beginning,” 

❖ See MUSEUM, page 4 


Wilson Inducted in Women’s Hall of Fame 

Broward County Coalition Honors Board Rep. 


Maty Huff Signs for 
Softball Scholarship 

By Susan Etxebarria 

OKEECHOBEE, Fla. — Softball star and 
high school senior Mary Huff was honored at a signing 
party, held at Okeechobee High School on Feb. 15. 

She and her friend and teammate, Lauren Throop, 
signed their letters of agreement for scholarships to 
play softball together at St. Petersburg College in St 
Petersburg, Fla. 

“Mary is an awesome person,” said Kim 
Hardgraves, head coach of the Brahma Bulls softball 
team, the Lady Bulls. “She always goes above and 
beyond in whatever she does.” 

“To earn a full ride scholarship is a big deal,” 
added Hardgraves. “Mary didn’t want anyone to give 
her college tuition, she wanted to earn it.” 

And earn it she did. The cafeteria at the 
school was full of family, friends, supporters, coaches, 
and teammates, there to honor the achievements of 
both girls. Beaming with pride was Huff’s grandmoth- 
er, Lottie Baxley of Brighton. 

Huff had scholarship offers from other col- 
leges to play ball including Florida State University. 
But these offers had her playing only one position and 
she wanted to play the whole game. She said that’s one 
reason why she chose St. Petersburg College, because 
they will let her both pitch and hit. 

When Huff spoke at the signing party she 
explained both she and her friend and teammate 
Throop made a pact to go forward to play college ball 
together. With a telling smile she explained their 
choices. 

“Lauren and I have always been best friends 
and we decided long time ago we would go together to 
UCLA, then it was Arizona, then it was Texas,” she 
said. “As we got older, we got closer to home.” 

Huff was already playing varsity softball by 
her freshman year at Okeechobee High School. She is 
a four-year letterman. She has been a pitcher, played 
second base and was a key player getting the team to 
the Florida state tournament. 

She was picked by The Palm Beach Post and 
the Treasure Coast Palm newspapers as one of the top 
high school athletes to watch this school year, accord- 
ing to her coach. 

“No way is anyone going to stop that train 
because Mary’s going straight on,” said her pitching 
coach Heather Stillman. “Mary has drastically 


♦ See HUFF, page 19 



By Chris Jenkins achievement only adds to an already long fist, but it also 

FT. LAUDERDALE — Hollywood Board of makes her just the second Seminole woman to achieve such 

Directors Rep. Gloria Wilson has worked hard to serve her an honor. She joins her aunt and Tribal pioneer Betty Mae 
community for many years. On March 9, her name and rep- Jumper, who was honored in 1995. 
utation were celebrated in Broward County. Friend Alhson Osceola presented her with the 

As part of their 15th annual ceremony, the award, and mother Elsie Bowers and Fort Pierce Liaison 

Broward County Women’s History Coahtion inducted S.R. Tommie were present for support. 

Wilson and seven others into their Hall of Fame. The According to its website, the organization’s mis- 

sion is to honor diverse women for 
their contributions to society and the 
advancement of women as well as pur- 
sue education for and about women 
and advocate for the empowerment and 
equality of women. 

Wilson’s leadership was evi- 
dent early on as a former Seminole 
Princess in 1975 and 1976. Her vision 
and passion was expressed in her cam- 
paign platform when she ran for 
Hollywood Board representative in 
2005. 

“I beheve that to succeed in 
the representation of the people and as 
a member of the Board, a leader must 
possess characteristics important to the 
responsibihties and duties of the posi- 
tion. Those traits being: integrity, 
vision and unity,” she said. “A leader 
must possess the integrity to do what is 
morally and ethically right for busi- 
ness. A leader must stand up and sup- 
port issues or ideals that are most bene- 
ficial for everyone; even in opposition 
to the loudest voice. People who know 
Chris Jenkins me we ^ know that I speak up for all 
concerned, not just for me.” 


Hollywood Board Rep. Gloria Wilson (R) with Broward County Women’s 
History Coalition President Patti Lynn (C) and friend Allison Osceola (L). 


See WILSON, page 3 



Mary Huff holds her letter of agreement. 
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Tribune Archive Photo 

Do you know who these two ladies hunting Easter eggs are? Please see the April 25 
issue of The Seminole Tribune to see if you guessed correctly. 


Letters • N aak-enchaok- ho chesh feeke 


Dear Editor, 

I am writing to say thank you for 
hosting all of the Canadians to your golf 
events. Marcellous Osceola and the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida hosted a great 
golf tournament at the Diplomat Golf and 
Country Club. Being from Canada, I was 
able to get all the feedback from the rest of 
the snowbirds and the feeling was mutual. 

The Seminole Tribe treated each 
and everyone like they were family at the 
golfing events, even offering a golf tourna- 
ment and prizes for the 2008 Seminole 
Tribal Fair tournament. The Hall of Fame 
Tournament was just as exciting, with 
more than 100 people competing in this 
event, and even with such a high turnout, 
Tournament coordinator Marcellus Osceola 


answered every challenge. 

On behalf of all the Canadians 
who flew south for the winter, we were 
especially happy to share it with the 
Seminoles of Florida. I personally enjoyed 
the 2008 Tribal Fair Powwow, and even 
got a chance to put some coins in the new 
Las Vegas slots. Although I didn’t have 
any luck on One Arm Bandits, it was truly 
a treat to be involved with all the Seminole 
events. 

Once again thank you for all your 
hospitality and wish you all the success in 
2008 and beyond. 

Sincerely, 

Stephen W. Tooshkenig 

Cheryl Mitchell Golf 
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A Look at Assimilation in Indian Country 


By Dr. Dean Chavers 

[Editor’s Note: Dr. Dean Chavers 
is director of Catching the Dream, a nation- 
al scholarship and school improvement 
organization in Albuquerque, N.M. He wel- 
comes your comments on this column, 
inquiries about scholarships, and inquiries 
about Catching the Dream grants. His e- 
mail address is 

CTD4DeanChavers@aol.com. The opin- 
ions he expresses are his own. © Copyright 
2008] 

From the earliest days of U.S. 
colonial history, the announced goal of gov- 
ernment, entrepreneurs, and religious lead- 
ers has been the salvation of the savages. 
Their goal has been to “save” the savage 
Indians by making them over into white 
people. 

The colony at Jamestown was 
founded to bring religion to the Indians. 
Never mind that the Indians already had 
religion. It wasn’t good enough for the 
English “saviors.” The colony at Plymouth 
Rock was founded on the same premise. 

The salvation of the “savages” was 
written into both charters. Never mind that 
what they really wanted was gold and rich- 
es. Becoming rich was not legit; saving 
“heathens” and sending them to heaven was 
legit. 

When that happens, there will be 
no more “Indian problem.” Indians will just 
be brown white people. Capt. Richard H. 
Pratt, the founder of the famous Carlisle 
Indian School, had as his famous motto, 
“Kill the Indian and save the man.” 

But a long line of non- Indian peo- 
ple, including President Ulysses S. Grant, 
President Abraham Lincoln, all the secre- 
taries of the interior before 1950, all the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs commissioners 
until recently, have wanted assimilation of 
Indians. Only Indians have wanted to pre- 
serve their culture. 

After the passage of the ordinance 
banning the practice of Indian religions in 
1883, Indian culture and religion went 
underground. Sitting Bull, Manuelito, 
Cochise, Geronimo, and hundreds of other 
Indian leaders had to be careful of then- 
actions. For his participation in the Ghost 
Dance, the Indian police and the Army 
assassinated Sitting Bull. 

That was a plain warning to other 
Indian leaders all over the U.S. Despite the 
tight restrictions on travel by Indians, there 
was a lot of contact between reservations. 
Fifteen Lakota leaders had traveled all the 
way from South Dakota to Nevada to meet 
and talk with Wovoka, the originator of the 
Ghost Dance. 

Indian kids got the crap beaten out 
of them if they talked in their Native lan- 
guages in school. They and their parents 
were jailed if they got caught practicing the 
Peyote religion, the Ghost Dance, the Sim 
Dance, and other Native religions. 

And the movement for assimila- 
tion may be winning. According to two 
books published by Northern Arizona 
University, only 30 of the 350 Native lan- 
guages are alive and being spoken. These 
30 are in danger of being lost within one or 
two generations. It is ironic that many of my 
friends who are pushing language preserva- 
tion speak only English at home with then- 
children. 

There are cases today of Navajo 
kids who can barely speak to their grandpar- 
ents. The grandparents are fluent in Navajo 
but know little English. The parents don’t 
want their children to speak Navajo, 
because they don’t want them to have to go 
through what they went through in the 
boarding or public schools. So the children 
speak only English, and understand only a 
few words of Navajo. 

I can’t begin to say how many 
Indian young people I have met who say 
they can understand a little bit of Apache or 
Navajo or Lakota, but can’t speak it. 

The assimilation of Indians was 
the official policy of the U.S. from 1867- 
1991. The leading Protestant denominations 
met in Philadelphia and developed the poli- 
cy. President Grant accepted it wholly; put- 
ting Indians on reservations, capturing then- 


children and holding them hostage in board- 
ing schools, and teaching them in English 
only. 

This also included making farmers 
and housewives out of the parents, forbid- 
ding them to travel off the reservation, giv- 
ing them just enough rations to live on and 
keeping the Indian police and the Army 
handy to keep them in line. 

Oh, by the way, kill off those 50 
million buffalo so they won’t have any ani- 
mals to hunt. By 1888, the buffalo were 
almost gone. 

Despite the century and a quarter 
of oppression, Indian people are still proud 
to practice their religions, speak their lan- 
guages, and practice their customs. Indian 
people say that without their language life 
would not be worth living. 

There are more and more language 
preservation programs appearing in Indian 
Country. They include Blackfeet, Lakota, 
Mohawk, Washoe, Umon Hon (Omaha), 
Seneca and Navajo. There is now even a 
National Alliance to Save Native 
Languages, with headquarters in 
Washington, D.C. And of course the bilin- 
gual education movement in Indian Country 
is largely about preserving Native lan- 
guages. 

Congress passed the Native 
American Languages Act, largely the work 
of my mentor Patricia Locke (Flying Earth), 
in 1990. This act reversed the former sup- 
pressive policy of assimilation, but many 
people still believe assimilation is the right 
thing to do. Teachers are still punishing 
Indian students for speaking their lan- 
guages. 

Locke did more than just about 
anyone to maintain Native languages. When 
no one else was talking about it, in the 
1960s and early- 1970s, she launched what 
would become the Native American 


Languages Institute. That organization is 
still going strong today, and is located in 
Santa Fe, N.M. 

However, old ways die hard. In 
1977 I wrote a proposal for Humboldt State 
University (HSU) that would have estab- 
lished the first Native bilingual teacher edu- 
cation program. The U.S. Office of 
Bilingual Education & Minority Languages 
Affairs kicked the proposal back. They said 
it was aimed at language restoration, not 
preservation, and was not eligible. 

In the meantime, they changed the 
rules, and the next year they accepted the 
proposal and funded it for three years. My 
good friend Tom Parsons, who ran the 
Center for Community Development at 
HSU for a quarter of a century, ran the pro- 
gram for the next six years in conjunction 
with the college’s School of Education. 

My question is: Will language 
restoration or preservation programs work? 

In a study I did for the Jicarilla 
Apache Nation 10 years ago, we found that 
65 percent of people over the age of 50 were 
fluent in Apache. In the age group 30-50, 
however, the percentage dropped to 20 per- 
cent. Of those younger than 30, only 1.8 
percent fluent in Apache — and those were 
two kids being raised by their grandmother. 

In another study I did on Navajo 
20 years ago, more than 70 percent of par- 
ents said they wanted their children educat- 
ed in English only. They refused to speak 
Navajo at home because they did not want 
their children to suffer the way they had suf- 
fered. 

The big question is: What will hap- 
pen to Indian people if all our languages die 
out? Will the Congress, the president, the 
religious leaders, and the big business peo- 
ple still say we are Indians? Or will we be 
just brown white people? 


Modern American 
Indian Leaders 

By Dean Chavers, Ph.D. 

The stories of 87 Indian 
leaders of the modern age. 
Tribal leaders, war heroes, 
literary heroes, education 
heroes, sports heroes, move- 
ment heroes, religious 
heroes, and other heroes. A 
MUST for every school and 
college library and Indian 
Studies program. Hardback, 
two volumes, 792 pages, 40 
pictures. Available at 
www.mellenpress.com. Order 
your copy today! 


Photo Challenge Answer 



Seminoles Billy Osceola, Joe Henry Tiger and Henry Clay brand a young calf on 
the range. 




New Seminole Tribune Advertising Rates 

Please be advised of following advertising rates for 2008. 

The Seminole Tribune remains your best advertising value. Each colorful addition comes out every month and 
your message will reach more than 6,000 readers, including a complimentary copy delivered to each room in the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino. Join us and see why The Seminole Tribune is known as the most colorful newspa- 
per in Indian Country. 

The Seminole Tribune reserves the right to approve or deny any content to be published in The Seminole Tribune 
or refuse an ad sale to an individual or business. 


Per Issue - Per Ad - 

B/W 

Color 

Full Page (12.75”w x 20.75”h) 

. .$900 . . . . 

$945 

Half Page (Horizontal 12.75”w x 10.312”h) (Vertical 6.312”w x 20.75”h) . 

. .$500 . . . . 

$525 

Quarter Page (6.312”w x 10.312”h) 

. .$300 . . . . 

$315 

Eighth Page (6.312”w x 5.093”h) 

. .$200 . . . . 

$210 

Classified Ad* (Placement Fee) 

. . .$15 


(*Per Word) 

. $0.25 



Bulk Rates fB/Wl 


Continuous Run 

6 Months 

1 Year 


(6 issues) 

(12 issues) 

Full Page 

$5,130 

$9,720 

Half Page 

$2,850 

$5,400 

Quarter Page 

$1,710 

$3,240 

Eighth Page 

$1,140 

$2,160 

*Payment in full is required it 

n order to obtain discounted bulk rate 


Ad Submissions 

Send completed ad design to 
msherman@semtribe.com or 
mail to 3560 North State Road 7, 
Hollywood, Florida, 33021, 
attention: Seminole Tribune. 
Digital artwork must be PC 
compatible in uncompressed 
tif, pdf, psd, ai, eps, or jpg. 
Resolution must be at 300 DPI. 
No faxed artwork or com- 
pressed flies, please. 

Items not meeting these 


We except cash, check or credit card 


specifications will be 
redesigned and will incur 
design fees. 

Ad Design Services 
Let us design your ad! If 
you don’t have the design 
resources we can design your ad 
for you. Just send us your art- 
work, logos, and content. 

The rate is $45 per hour with 
a one hour minimum; Rush rate 
is $65 per hour. (954) 985-5702, 
Ext. 4. 
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Shelley Marmor 

President Richard Bowers Jr. addresses the RES 2008 conference during the general session on the morning 
of March 6. 


President Speaks at RES 2008 Economic Summit 

Richard Bowers Jr. Informs Attendees of Tribal Consortium 


By Shelley Marmor 

LAS VEGAS — Tribal President Richard 
Bowers Jr. addressed the audience during the general 
session, held the morning of March 6, at the annual 
Reservation Economic Summit and American Indian 
Trade Fair, (RES 2008), sponsored by the National 
Center for American Indian Enterprise Development 
(NCAIED). Held March 3-6 at the Las Vegas Hilton, 
and now in its 22nd year, RES is billed as the largest 
and longest running Native American business confer- 
ence in the nation, with about 2,500 attendees this year 
alone. 

This year’s theme, “Partnering to Expand 
Business Opportunity and Success in Indian Country,” 
was the focus of President Bowers Jr.’s speech. He 
announced to the audience that in February, the 
Seminole Tribe joined forces with the Mashantucket 
Pequot Tribal Nation, later to be joined by the Oneida 
Tribe of Indians of Wisconsin, Cow Creek Band of 
Umpqua Indians and Morongo Band of Mission 
Indians, to form a consortium of Indian Tribes. 

The signing, which took place on Feb. 1 1 
with the Seminole and Pequot Tribal delegations in 
Washington, D.C., also included the backing of the 
U.S. Department of the Interior (DOI). These com- 
bined signatures made it one of the first formalized, 
working agreements between the government and 
native tribes to date. 

Representing the DOI, Assistant Secretary of 
Indian Affairs Carl J. Artman, (Oneida Tribe of 
Indians of Wisconsin), introduced Bowers to the RES 
2008 audience. Artman commended the joint efforts 
by the Seminole and Pequot Tribes in formalizing an 
agreement with the DOI, which he said will lead to 
economic prosperity. 

This consortium allows the five Tribes to 
effectively act as a buying bloc for many different 


types of supplies, including, for example, paper to be 
used in Tribal offices, in order to save money by mak- 
ing bulk purchases. In addition, the Tribes will pur- 
chase commodities from one another so that, accord- 
ing to Bowers, “that dollar goes around Native 
American country before it goes out.” 

One of these commodities is Seminole beef, 
which is now not only being sold at The Ark eatery in 
the food court of the Hollywood Seminole Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino, but also at the Pequot Tribe’s 
Foxwoods casino-resort complex in southeastern 
Connecticut. 

In addition, Seminole beef is also being sold 
to the Marriott and Hyatt hotel chains, and to the U.S. 
military. However, Bowers said there are “big expan- 
sion plans in the works,” meaning he hopes to expand 
that number to 5,000 facilities in the country and inter- 
nationally, to also include grocery stores. 

Currently, the Tribe’s 14,000 head of cattle 
makes the cattle program the fifth largest in the state 
of Florida and the 12th largest in the country. 

“But we’re going to change that,” he added. 

Bowers said that with less stringent environ- 
mental restrictions, therefore leading to lower costs for 
consumers, many retailers are turning to international 
markets for beef, namely Brazil, Uruguay and 
Australia. He said that with the consortium of Tribes 
in place, they can all purchase beef from the Seminole 
Tribe, again, at a lower cost because it can be bought 
in bulk. 

“The thing we’re doing is not new,” he said. 
“We’re just putting a native stamp on it.” 

Bowers, a cattle owner himself, said when he 
campaigned for presidency he promised Tribal cattle 
owners that he would have their interests at heart. He 
said that the signing will benefit not only the owners, 
but all Seminole Tribal citizens. 



Submitted by NCAIED 

President Richard Bowers Jr. (Second from Left) waits on stage as he is introduced to the RES audience. 



Board of Directors Holds Regular Meeting 


By Marisol Gonzalez 

HOLLYWOOD — The Board of Directors 
met in the auditorium of the Hollywood Headquarters 
building on Feb. 21 for a regular meeting. They 
passed four resolutions which included: 

Resolution 5: Authorization to execute docu- 
ments necessary to receive Timber Funds owed to the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc. from the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs; 

Resolution 6: Authorization to execute docu- 
ments necessary to reprogram and receive Timber 
Funds owed to the Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc. 


from the Bureau of Indian Affairs 1997 expenditure 
plan for Forest Management Deductions; 

Resolution 7 : Authority to retain Legal 
Counsel and Accountant Counsel for the completions 
of required application and due diligence for the cre- 
ation of an under the laws of the United Kingdom to 
provide a platform for the issuance of a World-Wide 
Debit Card; and 

Resolution 9: Authority to negotiate a con- 
tract for the development and implementation of a P- 
Card to be issued by the Seminole Tribe of Florida, 
Inc. 


❖ Wilson 

Continued from page 1 

The Snake Clan member lives in Brighton, 
but said she has always maintained a connection with 
the Hollywood Tribal community, and it is an honor 
representing them. 

“I have always wanted to work hard and do 
things for them,” Wilson said. “It has made me feel 
good; I have always been active in this community.” 

She said it is also an honor to be in the com- 
pany of Tribal greats like her aunt Betty Mae Jumper 
and other accomplished women in Broward County. 

“I always felt like if she could do it so could 
I, and [she did it] without all the tools we have today 
. . . She made it all real for me,” Wilson said. 

Wilson, the only woman Board representa- 
tive, said her time serving has been one of the best 
experiences of her life. 

In addition, she has worked with the United 
and South Eastern Tribes, Inc. writing policy state- 
ments relating to Native Americans for the White 
House. She also serves on the Board of Directors of 
the Boys & Girl Club of the Seminole Tribe, all of 
which is just a part of being a leader for her. 

“I cannot go with status quo when I see there 
is the potential for more,” Wilson said. “My motiva- 
tion is to be all things for all the people.” 

She said she was very sur- 
prised at her nomination and induction. 

“When I was told I was nomi- 
nated and I got the call, I was kind of 
dumb-founded,” she admitted. “I am 
glad that [the committee] think well 
enough of what I have done.” 

Other fellow inductees includ- 
ed: Josie Bacallao, president of 
Hispanic Unity of Florida, Linda Bird, 
president of the Broward County 
Democratic Professional Council, Joy 
Copper, mayor of the city of Hallandale 
Beach, Carol Maynard, Broward 
Sheriff’s Office major, Adriane Reesey, 
chairwoman of the Broward County 
Human Rights Board, Dr. Germaine 
Smith-Baugh, president and CEO of the 
Urban League of Broward County, and 
Barbara Ann Weinstein, president and 
CEO of Family Central. 



Chris Jenkins 


This plaque was presented to Gloria Wilson as an 
inductee in the 2008 Women’s Hall of Fame. 
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Tina Osceola Represents Tribe on 
RES 2008 Tourism Panel Discussion 


By Shelley Marmor 

LAS VEGAS — Chief Historic Resources 
Officer Tina M. Osceola gave a special presentation on 
tourism in Big Cypress on March 5 during the RES 
2008 conference. 

The presentation was part of the session titled 
“Tourism: The No. 2 Industry in the World - A Major 
Opportunity for Indian 
Country,” and Osceola sat 
on the panel with Janice 
Skenandore-Hirth (Onieda), 
executive director of the 
American Indian and 
Alaskan Native Tourism 
Association (AIANTA), 

Camille Ferguson 
(Tlingit/Kiksadi Raven), 

AIANTA president, and Ed 
Hall III (Arikara/Hidasta), 

Bureau of Indian Affairs 
communications specialist. 

Osceola also sits on the 
AIANTA board with 
Skenandore-Hirth and 
Ferguson. 

During her 

PowerPoint® presentation, 

Osceola highlighted the 
numerous tourist attractions 
on the Big Cypress 
reservation including the 
Seminole Tribe Motocross, 

Big Cypress RV Resort, Big 
Cypress Hunting 
Adventures, Billie Swamp 
Safari and Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum. 


She suggested other Tribes focus on sharing 
their culture as a means of tourism, as the Seminole 
Tribe does at its facilities, rather than setting up 
generic tourist attractions. 

“You don’t have to commercialize your 
culture,” Osceola suggested to those Tribes wanting to 
venture into the tourism industry. 



(L-R) Chief Historic Resources Officer Tina M. Osceola, AIANTA President 
Camille Ferguson (Tlingit/Kiksadi Raven) and AIANTA Executive Director 
Janice Skenandore-Hirth (Onieda). 


❖ Museum 

Continued from page 1 

Osceola said. “The biggest hurdle was admitting what we had 
or had not done in the process to get things done. ’’Both 
Osceola and McCudden said they are very thankful to the 
Tribal Council for their influence and support throughout. 

“We have been educating them throughout every part 
of this process,” Osceola said. 

Osceola added that the move will be significant for 
everyone in the long run. 

“Accreditation will better the museum program and 
the Tribe in general,” she said. “The major benefits all stem 
out of the sustainability factor.” 

The trailblazing influence the Seminole Tribe has is 
something Osceola said is a confidence builder for other 
Tribes. 

“The Tribe has built a program that not only can be 
modeled, but be used as a mentor,” Osceola said. “In the big 
picture what we do has an effect on other Tribes.” 

“This will have a lasting effect for generations to 
come,” she added. 



Robin Kilgo 

The museum’s Archival Library. 



I HE SEM (NOLL TRLbE OF FLORIDA I'HLfcSLN TS; 

OSCEOLA 

REMEMBERED 




THE t, 

THE MYTH 

AND 

THE 


U 


ON TMSniAV THROUGH JANUARY 5, 200* 

Ai I Mb JU-i -l'AH-Tm Kl 

fl(G CvrftLSii RESERVATION, CtEWISTOIS. FLORIDA 


TLM INMTMMArPl*^ LAfc L rtCU Tj/ 1 1 1 1.1> kffl Vtklt 1AI1 1 1 1 1* I LOM 


ll 1 1. AJ [- 1 AE I'll 1 1- Kt Mi fit LIM> 

EkIJIttM ION l> A COMPtlAIUJN 
VAlHoll'i POINTS apvitw UUjAftlTlNlh 
Mil MAN AND mil l|ll 

I III mLUIlUM'S collecmqm PROVIDES A UNfogt 
SNAi-siim ai Osceola and enclutses mh.iiary 
O flJECIi iiUjm nil. SImInoLL WaRs. iianijwiuiiln 
tin r rs i ftAhfvc HI mo t utAi n is rt mt r % an n ,vu >ri _ 



Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Bobby Henry, Annie Henry, Linda Henry, Maggie Garcia, Peggy Cubis, Nancy Frank and Susie Doctor 
pose beside a photo of their mother in front of Deaconess Bedell’s Glade Cross Mission in the Everglades. 


Seniors Vie w Rare Photos of the Tribe ’s Past 


By Judy Weeks 

FORT MYERS, Fla. — Several Tribal 
seniors were invited to attend a viewing of rare 
photographs from the collection of W. Stanley 
Hanson. His grandson, Woodward “Woody” S. 
Hanson invited the group to the viewing, held at the 
Alliance for the Arts Gallery. 

Staff from the tmmokalee Senior Center, as 
well as Lois Jenkins of the Health Dept, and Lola 
Juarez of the Tampa Dept, of Elder Affairs, 
coordinated their efforts to arrange two field trips to 
the exhibit. 

The first group attending the viewing 
traveled from Immokalee on Feb. 20 and spent the 
afternoon in the company of their ancestors, whose 
images covered the gallery walls. 



Judy Weeks 


Woodward “Woody” Stanley Hanson stands in 
front of a photo of his grandfather, W. Stanley 
Hanson, the man who spent a lifetime collecting 
pieces of his life with the Seminoles. 


A native Floridian, W. Stanley Hanson was 
bom in Key West in 1883 and moved as an infant to 
Fort Myers with his parents. His father, Dr. William 
Hanson, assisted by his wife Julia, was one of the first 
practicing physicians in the area. He administered to 
the Seminole Indians as well as the local residents and 
notable winter visitors including Thomas Edison and 
Henry Ford. 

Young Stanley became playmates with the 
children of his father’s Indian patients and would 
often accompany him to the Everglades to provide 
medical care in remote Seminole villages. He grew up 
learning the Mikasuki language and Tribal customs. 

As an adult, his friendship and knowledge 
became valuable assets to the Seminole people, who 
trusted his council in their dealings with the white 
legal and political system. He was often called upon 
to represent the Tribe locally, then at the state level, 
and eventually in Washington, D.C. He remained a 
close friend and staunch ally of Josie Billie from early 
childhood until his passing. 

During his many years of association with 
the Seminoles, he accumulated a vast amount of 
personal and political correspondence, which has been 
passed down to his grandson, “Woody.” During his 
lifetime, Hanson acquired personally or from his 
friend, anthropologist Ethel Cutler Freeman, more 
than 500 photographs that document the lives of 
Seminoles in his era. 

In greeting his guests, Hanson thanked the 
Seminole elders for coining to share his grandfather’s 
legacy. 

“These belong to you,” he said, pointing to 
the photographs. “They are your history and I am 
proud to have this opportunity to share them with 
you.” 

“As a lawyer, I spend a lot of time speaking 
and lecturing, but today you are the teacher and I am 
the student,” he added. “What you see here are 138 
pictures that are representative of the entire collection. 
I hope that you will find recognition in these images 
and share the stories that unfold with me.” 

If Hanson was looking for a positive 
reaction, he was immediately rewarded. Rachel Billie 
quickly recognized her sister, aunts, father, brother 
and even herself as a small child. Her eyes lit up as 
she moved from one photo to another and became 
overwhelmed with long forgotten memories. 

Ruth Osceola and Linda Frank identified 
people in the photos and recalled life in the remote 
villages of their youth. Elaine Aguilar also found 


photos of her mother’s sister, Lucy, as well as Charlie 
Cypress, Frank Billie and Eddie Cypress Billie. 

“This was before my time, but I recognize so 
many of these people that I feel as though I had lived 
in another era,” said Elaine Aguilar as she viewed a 
photo of the Tribal leaders and their families taken 
with Stanley Hanson at Bok Tower in Lake Wales, 

Fla. around the 1930s. “These are the people who 
made it possible for us to live here the way we do 
today. They are our roots and we are just leaves on the 
tree.” 

Returning home, the knowledge of what they 
had seen quickly spread. By the following week, a 
second group of elders formed at Big Cypress and 
were joined by Tampa in front of the gallery on Feb. 
29, the final day of the exhibit. 

As Hanson traveled through the exhibit 
offering bits and pieces of information from his 
records and stories passed down from his grandfather, 
the room became charged with the emotional impact 
of these revelations. Memories came flooding back of 
stories that had been handed down through the oral 
history of the Seminoles. 

The Tampa seniors talked about their mother, 
aunt and grandmother, Deaconess Harriet Bedell, and 
their home along the Tamiami Trail. Bobby Henry 
was all smiles as he placed his hand on the photo of 
his teacher and mentor, Ingraham Billie Sr. 

“I learned the medicine from him,” Henry 
said. “He would take me deep into the swamp and we 
would spend days together while he taught and tested 
me in preparation for the day when I would need to 
serve my people. He is the man!” 

Carol Cypress said she was astounded to see 
her great-grandmother, Miami Billie, in several 
photos. Cypress also shared stories passed down to 
her about the Third Seminole War. 

Hanson further intrigued everyone on the 
second tour when he produced a notebook with hand 
written messages from Josie Billie to his grandfather. 
He also displayed pictures drawn in crayon on scrap 
paper and the back of a Ritz® Cracker box, and 
telegrams from Washington regarding the disposition 
of the Seminole people. 

The Hanson collection is a treasure chest of 
the Seminole past just waiting to be opened and 
explored, and Hanson said that is his intent. He said 
arrangements will be made for the Seminole Tribe to 
possess these valuable pieces of their history to be 
passed along to future generations. Hanson added that 
he is documenting all materials and setting up a 
website. 

On Feb. 29, the final day of the exhibition, 
Hanson offered to give several photographic copies of 
to various individuals. In a matter of minutes the 
walls were stripped of their bounty. Bobby Henry 
clutched the portrait of Ingraham Billie Sr. under his 
arm and Mabel Jim had a tight grip on her father, 
Buffalo Jim’s, photo as she headed hack to Big 
Cypress. 

Of all the happy people who experienced this 
wonderful presentation, Hanson carried one of the 
biggest smiles. 

“My grandfather is looking down with 
approval, I am sure,” he said. “This is what he would 
have wanted and I am glad to have had the 
opportunity to be a part of what took place here 
today.” 



Judy Weeks 


It didn’t take long for Rachel Billie to find a photo 
of herself as a small child. 
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Regina Jumper T hin rTs Artwork 
Displayed in Hollywood Offices 



By Marisol Gonzalez 

HOLLYWOOD — Regina Jumper Thinn, 
Bird Clan, started to sew when she was 25 years old. 
She said she was inspired by her mother Annie Jumper 
and learned to sew by watching her. Sewing in her 
family dates back to her grandmother, known to many 
as “Mrs. Jimmie Osceola,” though maybe even further 
than that, said Thinn. 

She is a mother of three girls, Reina, Gail and 
Janine, and admitted she is pleased with her girls 
sewing as well. Thinn said her children have been 


blessed and have a God-given gift for sewing. 

She said she sees the sewing traits going far 
in her family for generations to come, as some of her 
nine grandchildren have began to show interest. Thinn 
said she was excited when, a few years back, her then- 
1 0-year-old granddaughter, Jade, with the help of her 
great-grandmother Annie Jumper, made a skirt with a 
fire design for her younger sister to wear. 

Thinn’s mother has been a wonderful 
inspiration for her to continue sewing, she said. Thinn 
revealed she is grateful to her mother and grandmother 
for having taught her how to sew, and said her mother 
even taught her children and grandchildren sewing 
techniques. 

“I learned by watching my mom sew,” Thinn 


said. “If 1 ever needed help with different designs, she 
would help me as well.” 

Sewing together is something that the 
mother-daughter duo has done for years. Thinn said 
she remembers pairing up with her mom and 
constructing a matching set of clothes for a pastor and 
his wife as a thank you for serving the Lord. 

She has made a name for herself through her 
patchwork designs. Patchwork has been in demand 
and it keeps her busy; she said sometimes she even 
sells an item before completing it. 

Thinn 

admitted she has 
always been intrigued 
by the world of 
fashion, and even 
decided to take a 
course in fashion 
design when she was 
30 to see how she 
could incorporate 
modem fashion with 
Indian designs. 

Within the 

past four years she has 
entered various pieces 
of clothing along with 
patchwork designs into 
different contests, 
including the annual 
Tribal Fair and 
Brighton Field Days 
contests. In the past 
she has been a 
frontrunner, earning 
both first and second 
place titles for her 
entries over the last 
four years. 

“This year I 
made a dress for the 
Brighton [Field Days] 
Clothing Contest and 
it placed first in the 
display competition 
and third place while 
my daughter Janine 
wore it,” she said. 

Along with 

six other Seminole artists, Thinn’s sewing creations 
were recently displayed at a Broward Community 
College (BCC) Seminole Artist Exhibition, held on the 
South Campus in Pembroke Pines, Fla., Jan. 17-Feb. 
22. She displayed four wall hangings, each one 
representing one of the four seasons. 

After the exhibition completed, she showed 
them to Hollywood Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr., 
who purchased them. The wall hangings will now he 
displayed in or near Osceola’s office in the Hollywood 
Tribal Headquarters. One of her first place patchwork 
designs, featuring the American flag and the Seminole 
colors, is also on display in the lobby of Hollywood 
Headquarters, above a bronze sculpture of her 
grandfather, Thomas R. Jumper. 


Marisol Gonzalez 

Regina Jumper Thinn shows her first and second place designs. 



Grand Opening of Brighton Arts & Crafts Center 


By Felix DoBosz 

BRIGHTON — On Feb. 14 the Brighton 
Arts & Crafts Center officially opened its doors to the 
community members, who are sure to make this 
facility a place for creating Seminole dolls, clothing, 
beadwork and more. Construction on this one story 
building was completed in January by the Housing 
Department. 

Center Director and Non-Resident Liaison 
Holly Tiger-Bowers hosted the event and also 
welcomed dignitaries including Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress and Brighton Council Rep. Roger Smith, and 
also the families and guests in attendance. 

“It started out as a concept, from two 
employees that work in the Chairman’s Office,” 
Tiger-Bowers said. “It was such a great idea that they 
had, that I said ‘Let’s try to help them get this done. 
It’s needed in the community.’ ” 

She then took the time to thank everyone for 
coming out to the grand opening of the center, and 
recognized her staff who she said contributed time 
and support to this project. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress then took the 
podium to share some of his thoughts. 

“We need to comeback to our own roots,” 
the Chairman said. “One of the things that we lack 
was arts and crafts, sewing, and Holly talked about it, 
and we told her to go ahead and move forward on it.” 

He went on to say that Tiger-Bowers and her 
staff also created an afterschool program for Tribal 
citizens to work and teach the next generation about 
sewing, wood carving and more. 

Tiger-Bowers warmly called up the next 
speaker to the podium, Brighton Tribal Council Rep. 
Roger Smith, who she said was very supportive of the 
project, as was the entire Brighton community. 

“This is another great day for our Tribal 
members; this is what they want,” Rep. Smith said. 
“We need this center in our community for the kids 


and young adults to learn our skills and learn to use 
them for arts and crafts.” 

Tiger-Bowers said they also need more 
teachers to help with educating the next generation on 
how to be productive on a sewing machine for 
creating authentic Seminole garments. Tiger-Bowers 
added that teachers are welcome to come in part-time 
or full-time to the center, or any time they are 
available. 

“The more ways you know how to do it, the 
easier it is for you to teach other people,” she said. 
“Everybody learns differently so it’s important to 
have a wide variety of instructors. 

“Providing opportunities for young people to 
come in and learn something new, never take them for 
granted because you never know when you’re going 
to see them on [the Bravo network’s reality series] 
Project Runway,” she added. 

Rev. Wonder Johns was on hand to give a 
special blessing and let everyone know how much 
this facility was really needed for the entire Brighton 
community. 

The opening ceremony wouldn’t have been 
complete without the cutting of the ceremonial 
ribbon, which was replaced by patchwork fabric in 
front of the center’s entrance way. Brighton Council 
Rep. Roger Smith, Chairman Mitchell Cypress and 
Director Holly Tiger-Bowers cut the patchwork in 
unison to symbolize the official opening of this new 
facility. 

Guests entered the center with shiny new 
sewing machines bracing up against the walls and 
pattern cut tables in the center of the well-lit 
production room. Mary Jo Micco and her family 
prepared a home cooked lunch for everyone to enjoy, 
as guests commented on how much they enjoyed the 
pumpkin frybread as well as the new Arts & Crafts 
Center. 



(L-R) Brighton Council Rep. Roger Smith, Chairman Mitchell Cypress and Non-Resident Liaison Holly 
Tiger-Bowers cut the ribbon for the new Brighton Arts & Crafts Center. 
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Broadcasting Offers Info on 
Digital Television Transition 


Submitted by Seminole Broadcasting 

On Feb. 17, 2009, analog broadcast television 
in the U.S. will end as the nation’s full power televi- 
sion stations complete their transition to an all-digital 
system. If you currently receive analog television over 
the air or via an antenna, you will need to take action 
to continue watching your favorite stations. 

Digital ready televisions currently receiving 
cable or satellite service are not 
likely to be affected by the 
switch. 

By law, the manufac- 
ture, import or interstate ship- 
ment of a TV device containing 
an analog tuner is now prohibit- 
ed, unless it also contains a dig- 
ital timer. However, some stores 
may still have TV equipment 
with analog tuners only in their 
inventory. So Tribal citizens 
must verify with the store that 
the television set they are pur- 
chasing has a built-in digital 
tuner. 

To be able to continue 
receiving local broadcast pro- 
gramming after Feb. 17, 2009, 
you will need to consider the 
following options: If you 
receive your television signal 
over the air or via an antenna 
and you wish to continue using 
your existing analog television, 
a digital-to-analog converter 
box that plugs into an existing 
television will need to be pur- 


chased. These boxes will be available for purchase 
beginning in February 2008 and will cost $40-$70. 
Households can also request coupons that will go 
toward the purchase of a single set-top converter box; 
Purchase a new television set with a built in digital 
tuner; and Subscribe to a cable or satellite service 
provider if all desired local broadcast stations are car- 
ried by that service. 


Digital-to-Analog Converter 
Box Coupon Program 

From now until March 31, 2009, all U.S. households will be eligi- 
ble to request up to two coupons, worth $40 each, to be used toward the 
purchase of digital-to-analog converter boxes at local retailers. These con- 
verter boxes are designed to make over-the-air digital television signals 
viewable on analog-only televisions and are not intended for analog-only 
televisions hooked up to a cable or satellite service. 

If you are hooked up to DIRECTV your current receiver should 
be able to convert a digital signal to your analog television. However, if 
you have a service other than DIRECTV, such as Comcast or DISH 
Network you should check with your cable or satellite provider to deter- 
mine if and when you will need a set-top box. 

Those who require a digital-to-analog converter box and are eligi- 
ble for this program, Seminole Broadcasting is making available applica- 
tions for the TV Converter Box Coupon Program at the Seminole 
Broadcasting offices on the following reservations: Hollywood: 3560 
North State Road 7, Hollywood, FL 33021, (954) 985-5700; Big Cypress: 
Family Investment Center, HC 61 Box 46, (863) 902-3217; Brighton: 500 
Harney Pond Rd., Okeechobee, FL 34974, (863) 763-6380; Immokalee: 
295 Stockade Rd., Immokalee, FL 34142, (239) 867-5300, Ext: 16466; 
Tampa: 6401 Harney Rd., Suite E, Tampa, FL 33610, (813) 246-3100, Ext: 
19106. 
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By Ramona Kiyoshk 


Weddings * Night Outs * Excursions * Much More * Airport PortTransfers 
Fax: 954-743-5552 - Email: miJJeniumlimos@aol.com 
We tower the following counties; Lee, Collier, Dac&e, Brows rdL Pa Im Beach 


1 - 800 - 808-2062 


[Editor ’s Note: Ramona Kiyoshk is a 
free-lance writer and member of the Ojibway First 
Nation of Walpole Island, Ontario. The opinions 
she expresses are her own. She can be reached at 
satin.moccasins@gmail. com.] 

The Enduring Seminoles: From Alligator 
Wrestling to Casino Gaming, Revised and 
Expanded Edition is an update of the original ver- 
sion, The Enduring Seminoles: From Alligator 
Wrestling to Ecotourism. Both books document the 
comprehensive history of the Seminole Tribe and 
Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida. Both offer 
a tribute to the persevering 
spirit of a people who have 
a talent for creating oppor- 
tunity out of adversity and 
turning it into a profit for 
the good of the community. 

At the beginning 
of the 20th Century, follow- 
ing three lengthy wars with 
the U.S. in the 1800s, the 
Florida Indian population 
was reduced to a few hun- 
dred. The survivors were 
driven into the swamps 
where they adapted and 
thrived, only to be faced 
with yet another govern- 
ment-perpetrated catastro- 
phe that threatened their 
demise again. 

The Everglades, 
which once occupied most 
of South Florida, were 
being drained to create land 
for development. Fishing, 
hunting and collecting 
plumes for trade would dis- 
appear with the swamps, 
taking away the Seminoles’ 
livelihood and independ- 
ence. The flat bottom 
cypress canoes would dis- 
appear into history and a 
way of life would vanish. 

The people were chal- 
lenged once more to find a 
way to survive. 

The enterprising 
Seminole and Miccosukee 
people solved the problem by exhibiting their cul- 
ture in Indian villages where whole families lived, 
going about their daily tasks and routines, while 
tourists paid to watch. They even added some new 
attractions, including alligator wrestling. This was 
reality TV before television, and amusement parks 
before Disneyland. 

During the 1930s to 1950s, the theme 
park exhibitions not only provided a livelihood for 
families, but they became a showcase for the 
Florida Tribal cultures and brought the reticent 
Miccosukee people closer to the Seminoles in their 
quest for nationhood, ft also taught the people 
skills in conducting commerce, marketing, and 
doing business with non-natives. Leadership and 
literacy were valuable skills acquired from these 
experiences. 

When the Indian villages went out of 
vogue, the Seminole worked to win the right to 
sell tax-free cigarettes on their land. The fight with 
the government to practice commerce was hard, 
hut in the end the Seminoles won. 

The first cigarette stores opened in the 
1970s. In 1981, the Tribe established high-stakes 
bingo halls. Their operating budget of $1,200 
would become several million a short time later. 


In 1988, the Seminole Tribe won the right 
to operate gaming facilities. Soon casinos were 
built on three Florida reservations, with more to 
follow. Using their sovereign stains as a commer- 
cial vehicle was brilliant entrepreneurial foresight, 
and it led the way to economic betterment for 
Native American communities across the country, 
who would soon establish gaming enterprises and 
tobacco shops of their own. 

Ever watchful, the Tribal leaders were 
aware of the power the government exercised over 
their new wealth. Any day they could make gam- 
ing illegal. Then- 
chairman James Billie 
began investment 
projects, including for- 
eign partnerships. 
Cattle, citrus, rodeos, 
and manufacturing 
continue to be some of 
the current revenue- 
making enterprises. 
Ecotourism ventures 
included Billie Swamp 
Safari, an environmen- 
tally friendly excur- 
sion into the 
Everglades. 

The Seminole 
Tribe website states: 
The Seminole Tribe of 
Florida currently 
employs more than 
2,000 non-Indians and 
purchases more than 
$24 million dollars in 
goods and services 
from more than 850 
Florida vendors a 
year. In addition, the 
Tribe pays $3.5 mil- 
lion in federal payroll 
taxes. 

Today, the 
Seminole and 
Miccosukee Tribes 
maintain they are 
using the money to 
enhance their culture, 
traditions and quality 
of life. Their schools 
teach the native languages and traditions. There is 
great importance placed on history, as many of the 
present generation have no idea of the hardships 
endured by their ancestors. 

The steadfast voice of the original peo- 
ples who survived three drawn-out guerrilla wars, 
removal attempts, genocidal policies, racism, 
abuse and contempt by an illegally occupying gov- 
ernment would not be silenced, and today that 
voice is being heard across the globe. 

The new language of monetary wealth is 
the language of the day and it is the currency of 
respect and power. 

Acts of extra-Tribal generosity are public 
knowledge, as the Seminoles reach out to strug- 
gling Native communities across the country. The 
names of their leaders, entertainers, athletes and 
artists appear in national headlines and their busi- 
ness accomplishments are legendary. 

To find out more information on the 
Seminole and Miccosukee Tribes’ current issues 
and investments, including the purchase of the 
worldwide chain of Hard Rock enterprises, read 
this well-researched and engaging book, and visit 
some of their businesses and tourist destinations. 
Better still, talk to a Seminole. 


The Enduring Seminoles: From Alligator 
Wrestling to Casino Gaming, Revised and 
Expanded Edition 

By Patsy West 
Details: 184 pages 
Trade Paperback 
Price: $24.95 

Publication Date: Feb. 17, 2008 
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Big Cypress Shootout Re-Enactment 
Tells Saga of Seminole War History 
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By Susan Etxebarria 

BIG CYPRESS — The 
Big Cypress Shootout, held at Billie 
Swamp Safari, Feb. 22-24, offered 
attendees an intriguing look at mili- 
tary operations during the Second 
Seminole War. Moses “Big Shot” 

Jumper Jr. emceed the annual event. 

“You are going to learn our 
version of Seminole history today,” 

Jumper said. 

He said the re-enactment 
corrects many falsely written histo- 
ries of these wars that did not coin- 
cide with the victory of the 
Unconquered Seminoles. 

The mock battle of the 
1835-1842 time period was the cul- 
mination of much preparation. The 
battle plan was choreographed in 
advance, and re-enactors had to be 
enlisted to see who could perform 
exacting military theatrics in an 
open field. 

Before the fight began, war 
battles devotees visit the two oppos- 
ing military encampments, the 
Soldiers Camp and the Seminole 
Camp. Re-enactors must also 
acquire and maintain their own 
weapons or replicas, their muni- 
tions, uniforms or clothing and bat- 
tle accessories needed to participate 

in a re-enactment, and insure its his- R "ss Lamaroux, a U.S. military captain, 
torical accuracy. 

Many of the Indian war- 
riors during the Second Seminole 
Wars had the newer style percussion cap 
muskets, unlike the soldiers in the U.S. 
military, whose firearms were less effec- 
tive. In the book “The Seminole Wars: 

America’s Longest Indian Conflict” co- 
authors John and Mary Lou Missall, who 
sold their books at the re-enactment, 
write that the army’s tactical failures 
were numerous. 

“It would become the nation’s 
first large scale guerilla war, and the 
army was not prepared for it,” it says in 
the book. 

Marching in the field shoulder 
to shoulder made the soldiers easy prey 
for the horseback Seminoles and war- 
riors hidden in the woods, not to mention 
the weapons the Seminole had. 

Spectators wanting to examine these 
firearms had to visit the Seminole Camp, 
a replica of a circa 1830s-40s warrior 
camp. 

A Seminole re-enactor, Daniel 
Sampson of Ormond Beach, showed his 
firearm and answered questions. 

Sampson credited Tribal citizen Pedro 
Zepeda as his tutor on how to dress 
properly for the role and much about his 
knowledge of Seminole history. Sampson 
has traveled all over the state to do 
Seminole War re-enactments for nearly 
two years, he said. 

One of the weapons that 
the crowds flocked to was the can- 
non. The cannon at the re-enactment 
used a large charge of gunpowder 
that is regulated by the state of 
Florida, according to Sampson. 

“There is a licensed and 
insured pyrotechnic expert hiding in 
the woods,” he said. “The expert 
sets off charges of dynamite at the 
same time the cannon discharges its 
black powder. An orange tape on the 
ground, hidden from view of the 
spectators, lets the re-enactors know 
to stay a safe distance away,” he 
said. 

In addition to the re-enact- 
ment, vendors sold unusual wares of 
that time period, and many took the 
time to engage people in subjects 
like the art of flint knapping, bead 
making, traditional Seminole cloth- 
ing and leather goods. There were 
also tomahawk and atlatl throwing 
games and entertainment including 
stomp dancing, alligator wrestling 
and storytelling. 


Seminole re-enactors (L-R) Matthew Griffin, John Griffin and 
Eric Griffen, all from Orlando, are descendants of the Black 
Seminoles. 


(L-R) Seminole re-enactors Daniel Sampson, who holds a flintlock 
rifle and Harvard Burney, holding a percussion cap musket. 
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The Seminole royalty float with (L-R, Front) Little Miss Seminole Brianna Bowers, Little Mr. Seminole 
Santiago Billie, Brighton Jr. Miss Princess Rumor Juarez, (L-R, Back) Miss Florida Seminole Jennifer 
Chalfant, Brighton Seminole Princess Jaryaca Baker and Jr. Miss Florida Seminole Alicia Nunez. 


Tribe Gives Local Festival Needed Boost 


Seminole Participation Returns to 60th Annual Chalo Nitka Festvial 





By Susan Etxebarria 

MOORE HAVEN, 

Fla. — On March 2, the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida played 
a vital role in the 60th Annual 
Chalo Nitka Festival in Moore 
Haven, Fla. After a 21 year 
absence, the Tribe brought back 
their culture, food, excitement 
and showmanship to Chalo 
Nitka, which means “bass day.” 

“We are just delighted 
for this 60th anniversary that the 
Seminole Tribe has come back 
to support Chalo Nitka in a big 
way,” said Tracey Whirls, execu- 
tive director of the Glades 
County Economic Development 
Council. “The Tribe was a very 
integral part of getting it started 
in the beginning. We are hoping 
this effort will be the first of 
more cooperative ventures that 
will benefit the Tribe as well as 
Glades County.” 

In front of an audience 
of tourists, locals and politi- 
cians, Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress reminisced about the early Chalo Nitka festi- 
vals of his childhood. 

“It’s good to be back here again,” Chairman 
Cypress said. “I remember those days in the beginning 
when we used to come here on ‘Bass Day’ and we 
would have a fishing tournament and weighed the fish 
in front of the Glades County Courthouse.” 


Emcee Norman Bowers introduces Little Mr. Seminole 
Santiago Billie, on his dad, James’, shoulders. 

Chairman Cypress explained how Tribal citi- 
zens from rural reservations would all pile 
into a cattle truck and make the drive to 
Chalo Nitka year after year. In those days, 
not many Seminoles owned cars. 

“That tells you how old I am,” 
said Chairman Cypress, laughing. 

The festival showcased the special 
bond of friendship between the people on 
the rural Seminole reservations and the 
people of Glades County, who share tradi- 
tions to live off the land and fish. It grew 
into a dual tourism project for more than 
40 years, but 21 years ago Tribal citizens 
elected not to participate. 

This year Glades County’s elected 
officials sought the support of the Tribe in 
a troubled moment when the festival faced 
closure. As reported in the Glades County 
Democrat, a financial crisis had shut down 
the Glades County Chamber of Commerce, 
and as a result, Chalo Nitka faced cancella- 
tion. 

This festival, with its open ranch 
rodeos that draw tourists from far away, 
has the potential to bring tourism to the 
region. Various county officials jumped on 
board to keep it alive including 
Commissioner Paul Beck and Clerk of the 


Shule Jones’ booth with (L-R, Front Row) Shule Jones, Judy Jones, (L-R, 
Back Row) Brighton Board Rep. Johnnie Jones Sr., Nancy Hernandez, 
Louise Gopher, Carla Gopher and Travis Trueblood. 


Courts Joe Flint. They visited Brighton Council Rep. 
Roger Smith and asked for support. 

The Tribe agreed to participate and Norman 
Bowers of Brighton volunteered to serve on the Chalo 
Nitka festival committee representing the Tribe. 
Bowers coordinated Tribal participation. 

“Norman Bowers was a big help,” said 
Glades County Property Appraiser and event emcee 
Larry Lucky. 

Bowers, Snake Clan, son of Lorene 
Gopher brought the Tribe’s leaders, the princesses 
and entertainment up to the stage. 

The Chairman’s Office and Brighton 
Council Office sponsored an alligator wresting 
show at the festival, paid fees for Tribal vendors 
and showcased large floats in the parade. 

Alligator wrestler Billy Walker of Big 
Cypress entertained the crowd with his demonstra- 
tion. As he nudged and baited the alligator and 
pounced on it and rolled it over, he talked about the 
Seminole Tribe and its history and culture. 

Two Tribal citizens’ booths sold patchwork 
clothing, beadwork and other Native America 
crafts. They were Sara Jane Bert with Mabel Doctor 
of Big Cypress, and Shule Jones’ booth, manned by 
Judy Jones and Louise Gopher of Brighton. 

At the Brighton Preschool booth, volun- 
teers including Joyce Jumper Piz and her husband, 
Orlando, sold traditional Seminole foods. The food 
booths were the most popular of the festival and 
frybread was, of course, the biggest hit. 

After the festival was over, Norman 
Bowers reported the assessment of the Chalo Nitka 
Festival committee that met March 5. 

“The committee said the festival was a 
success, and tourists really enjoyed what the Tribe 
added, especially the food,” Bowers said. “The 
Tribe sharing its heritage was always a main attrac- 
tion of Chalo Nitka. Tourists want to learn about 
history and the culture of the Tribe. The Seminole 
" history is Florida and Florida is Seminole history.” 

“For my part, I relished the opportunity to 
be part of this festival,” said Bowers. 


Orlando and Joyce Jumper Piz at their food booth. 
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Co-grand marshal of the Brighton Festival Parade Louise Gopher 


The Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School float wins second place. 


Football hero Jarrid Smith serves as the parade’s co-grand marshal. 



Nancy Shore shows beadwork. 



Susan Etxebarria 

(L-R) Jade Braswell and Janelle Robinson make fry bread. 
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Brighton Hosts 70th Annual Field Days 

Three-Day Festival Draws Spectators, Tribal Citizens 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — The 70th Annual Brighton 
Festival and Field Days, held Feb. 15-17 can boast a first- 
rate parade rivaling big city parades in its pageantry and 
participation. 

“That was one of our best parades ever,” 
exclaimed Master of Ceremonies John Madrigal. 

He, and Brighton resident Willie Johns, kicked 
off the opening ceremonies and hour-long parade at 10 
a.m. on Feb. 16. They greeted the parade watchers, some 
all the way from Michigan and Vermont, in attendance to 
leam about Native American culture 

Johns, a Tribal historian, outlined some Tribal 
history for the audience prior to the parade. 

“Our culture and our history are going to roll out 
before you today,” said Johns. 

Johns described how and why the Tribe was 
established in the 1950s and how the original field days 
began 70 years ago with games and contests among the 
Tribal citizens. 

“Our first Field Days was just a picnic, some 
games and even a horse race,” said Johns. “Today the 
Tribe has its own health clinic, schools, police and fire 
departments and many other departments that participate 
in the parade.” 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress and President 
Richard Bowers Jr. took part in the parade as well. Riding 
horses into the arena, Brighton Board Rep. Johnnie Jones 
Sr. and Brighton Council Rep. Roger Smith also gave the 
crowd a warm welcome. 

In the parade, the Brighton Princess float won 



Susan Etxebarria 

Brighton’s Andrew Bowers on horseback in the parade. 





Josephine Villa creates patchwork clothing. 


Department had a food booth that raised money for their 
project to aid the people at Wounded Knee at Pine Ridge 
Indian Reservation in South Dakota. 

Entertainment throughout the three-day festival 
included fancy dancing, stomp dancing, alligator 
wrestling, a snake show, the Eastern Indian Rodeo 
Association (EIRA) rodeo and the ever-popular 
Professional Rodeo Cowboy Association (PRCA) rodeo. 

Alligator wrestler Billy Walker of Big Cypress 
put on a show that thrilled crowds. Albert Killian, a snake 
handler who made a name for himself coaching the 
wrestler Jake “The Snake” Roberts, mesmerized the 
crowd with a 15 foot king cobra. 

In the main area of the rodeo grounds there were 
more Seminole Tribe vendors participating than ever 
before, while many other Native American booths spread 
out on the sides. The parking area was expanded this year 
to accommodate the growing crowds of people who 
attended. More than 1,500 rodeo and festival tickets were 
sold. 


first place in the float competition, Pemayetv Emahakv 
Charter School won second, and the Community Care for 
the Elderly (CCE), Brighton Council and Family 
Services floats came in third, fourth and fifth, respective- 
ly- 

The parade also featured Tribal horseback riders 
wearing Seminole jackets and dresses. There were deco- 
rated ATVs, and kids riding their decorated bicycles. 

Participating in the parade, the Glades County 
Commissioners Donna Storter, Butch Jones, Bob Giesler, 
Paul Beck and Russel Echols waved from a swamp 
buggy, as did Glades County Clerk of Courts Joe Flint. 

Later that evening, Tribal citizens donned their 
traditional attire for the Brighton Clothing Contest. 
Lasting four hours, Tribal citizens ranging from babies to 
adults modeled an exceptional variety of Seminole cloth- 
ing. 

“There were hundreds of entries in this contest, 
both traditional and modem clothing was exhibited,” 
Clothing Contest Chairperson Alice Sweat said. “It was 
the largest ever participation of Tribal members in the 
clothing contest.” 

Attendees were also treated to some traditional 
Seminole cusine including swamp cabbage, catfish, 
Indian tacos and frybread. Of particular interest, the CCE 





Jo Leigh Jumper rides horseback in the parade. 


Council Rep. Says Thank You to Employees 

Smith Acknowledges Brighton/Tampa Workers 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — Understanding that it takes a 
team to succeed, Brighton’s Council Rep. Roger Smith 
took the opportunity to thank those who have worked to 
improve Brighton Seminole Reservation. 

“Everything has been operating on a positive 
note in the New Year, both at Brighton and Tampa,” said 
Smith who also represents Tampa on the Tribal Council. 

He said he especially wanted to thank all those 
who worked so hard and helped to produce a very suc- 
cessful 70th Annual Brighton Festival and Field Days. 

“Hopefully, the festival at Brighton will continue 
to improve each year but I think the tourists really 
enjoyed themselves this year,” said Smith. 

The councilman said tourists leam from 
Seminole vendors about Seminole culture and their partic- 
ipation is an important feature of the festival, and they 
leam about other Indian cultures from the many other 
Native American vendors as well. 

“This year we had to turn away vendors because 
we are setting higher standards and want the best we can 
get,” he said. “We are also setting higher standards choos- 
ing our entertainment.” 


Smith said he is also seeing positive changes 
every day that he credits to those employees who are 
heading up projects and departments. 

“Of course we have the new school now, and 
houses and better buildings are being constmcted; things 
we need on the reservation,” he said. “I am happy with 
the progress on the constmction of the Veterans Center. 
There have also been many improvements made at the 
Fred Smith Rodeo Arena. Every weekend it seems there is 
something going on there, horse shows and other events. 
We are trying to make it profitable.” 

“I wish to thank the Brighton Recreation 
Department for all they do for youth, the sports leagues 
and games they sponsor,” continued Smith. “They have a 
full schedule and now the latest addition is a girl’s volley- 
ball team.” 

Smith also addressed what is happening in 
Tampa, where an expansion of Tribal land is in the works. 

“In Tampa we are waiting for the land we pur- 
chased there to gain federal recognition,” said Smith. 

“The application has been filed and it should not take too 
long before we can start to build homes and a new Field 
Office for the Tribal members there.” 
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this, or softball and football leagues,” he said. “You 
can just tell from all the number of contestants tonight 
how involved the parents are. 

“It takes courage to get up and walk across 
this stage,” the Chairman continued. “At this age I 
never would have faced a big crowd like this.” 

Current Seminole royalty, including Miss 
Seminole Jennifer Chalfant, Jr. Miss Seminole Ahcia 
Nunez, Jr. Seminole Rodeo Queen Ashton Baxley and 
Little Miss Seminole Brianna Bowers. They also 
wished the contestants good luck. 

There were nine contestants in the 9-11 age 
range vying for the Brighton Jr. Miss Princess crown. 
Five young ladies, in ages ranging from 13-14 compet- 
ed for the Brighton Seminole Princess crown. 

The contest required the girls to compete in 
three categories. First each individually modeled their 
traditional outfit. They each took the microphone, 
telling the audience about themselves and why they 
wanted to be chosen as the Brighton Seminole 
Princess. 

Then each performed a talent presentation 
with the emphasis on demonstrating their knowledge 
of Seminole culture and traditions. Last, each contest- 
ant had to answer an impromptu question. 

First on stage, the nine Brighton Jr. Miss 
Princess contestants introduced themselves and later 
performed their talent, as follows: 

Tyra Baker, 10, daughter of Jason and the late 
Tanya Baker, is a fourth grade student at Pemyatv 
Emahakv Charter School. Her hobbies include riding 


Apolonia Nunez’s demonstrates beadwork for the talent competition. 


Brighton’s Jr. Miss Princess Rumor Juarez. 


dirt bikes and playing softball and volleyball. Her tal- 
ent was to recite the Pledge of Allegiance in Creek. 

Airianna Nunez, 11, daughter of David and 
Anita Nunez, is a student at 
Central Elementary in 
Okeechobee County. She plays 
volleyball. Her talent was a 
cooking demonstration in which 
she made Indian tacos. 

Lanie Sedatol, 9, 
daughter of Mona and Preston 
Baker, is a third grade student at 
Pemayetv Emahakv Charter 
School. She plays softball and 
basketball. Lanie ’s talent was 
reciting the Pledge of Allegiance 
in Creek. 

Apolonia Nunez, 8, 
daughter of David and Anita 
Nunez, is a third grade student 
at Glades Christian Day School 
in Okeechobee City. She said 
she loves gymnastics and is an 
honor student. She performed a 
demonstration about beads made 
and worn by Seminole women. 

Laima Sedatol, 9, 
daughter of Preston and Mona 
Baker, is a fourth grade student 
at Pemayetv Emahakv Charter 
School. She plays basketball, 
softball and is a member of 
Seminole 4-H. She sang the 
song “Ten Little Indians” ' 

Creek. 


Kiylier Baker, 12, daughter of Preston and 
Mona Baker is a sixth grader at Yearling Middle 

School in Okeechobee County. 
She has a 3.3 grade point aver- 
age, and plays softball and bas- 
ketball. Her talent was exhibit- 
ing beads and other Seminole 
arts and crafts. 

Breanna Bilhe, 11, 
daughter of Emerson and 
Jeannie Bilhe, attends Pemayetv 
Emahakv Charter School. She 
said she likes to ride horses, 
play softball and basketball, and 
babysit her brother. Her talent 
was demonstrating the various 
styles of beaded Seminole 
women’s jewelry. 

Justice Baker, 11, 
daughter of Jason and the late 
Tanya Baker said she likes to 
ride horses and babysit. Her tal- 
ent was showing slides of ani- 
mals and naming them in Creek. 

Rumor Juarez, 9, 
daughter of Wendy and Rudy 
Juarez, attends Central 
Elementary in Okeechobee City. 
She serves on the Student 
Council, and hkes to write, sing 
and dance. Her future plans are 
to attend Florida State 
University and become a pedia- 
trician. Her talent was singing 
Susan Etxebarria the gospel hymn “ft Will Be A 
Wonderful Day” in Creek. 

Next, the Brighton 
Seminole Princess contestants 
introduced themselves. 

Jaryaca Baker, 13, daughter of Mona and 
Preston Baker, is a seventh grader at Yearling Middle 
School. She wants to attend college and play college 


softball. Her tal- 
ent presentation 
was singing 
“Amazing Grace” 
in Creek. 

Lois 

Billie, daughter of 
Sandy and Betty 
Billie, is an eighth 
grader at Osceola 
Middle School in 
Okeechobee 
County. She plays 
basketball and 
softball and said 
she wants to earn 
a college degree 
and come back 
and work for the 

Seminole Tribe. Her talent was demonstrating how to 
make pumpkin bread. 

Margie Alissa Dorgan, daughter of Salina and 
John Dorgan, is a member of the Panther Clan. She is 
an eighth grade student at Moore Haven High School. 
Her talent presentation was a slide show she narrated 
about the history of wearing beads among the 
Seminole women. She showcased the various styles 
and designs of necklaces, belts, and hair barrettes. 

Erena Bilhe, daughter of Emerson and 
Jeannie Bilhe, is a seventh grade student at Yearhng 
Middle School, who said she wants to get a softball 
scholarship to go to college. She demonstrated how 
men’s traditional turbans are constructed and decorat- 
ed. 


Susan Etxebarria 

Jaryaca Baker is overcome with emotion after being announced as the new princess. 


Kasandra Baker, 14, daughter of Jason Baker, 
is in the seventh grade at Yearling Middle School, and 
said she wants to go to college to become a doctor. 

Her talent was to sing “Happy Birthday” to her sister 
in Creek and English, asking the audience to join in. 

Finally, to great excitement and applause, the 
winning contestants were announced with an eruption 
of tears, beaming smiles and flashing cameras. 

The winners for the top talent also went to 
Jaryaca Baker and Rumor Juarez. All the girls won 
trophies for being either runner-ups or participants in 
the contests. 

Salina Dorgan headed the Brighton Princess 
Committee. Jo Leigh Jumper, Camelha Osceola, 
Chartlotte Burgess, Terry Halm and Joyce Piz assisted 
her in producing this memorable evening. 


Lois Billie cooks traditional Seminole food in the talent competition. 


(L-R) Brighton Seminole Princess contestants (L-R) Jaryaca Baker, Lois Billie, Margie Alissa Dorgan, 
Erena Billie and Kasandra Baker. 


* Princess 


Continued from page 1 
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Marisol Gonzalez 

Cornelia Osceola hones her sewing skills at Culture 
Class held in Hollywood at the DSO Building. 

Cornelia Osceola 
Retires After 31 Years 

By Chris Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD — Retirement is always bitter 
sweet. Cornelia Osceola said she has been ready for 
awhile. Family, friends and co-workers had a chance to 
bid her farewell at a party held Feb. 12 at the Hard 
Rock. 

After 31 years, this language instructor with 
the Culture and Language Department has been a staple 
of her Hollywood Tribal community. 

The Panther Clan member and mother of two, 
Trudy and Leah, said she had been considering retire- 
ment since 2007, hut decided to give it another year. 
However, this year she said she knew it was time. 

She said she intends to spend more time with 
her family now, and catch up on those projects she 
never got around to completing. 

“I need to now concentrate on my own house 
and spend more time with my grandkids,” Osceola said. 

Osceola says she will miss working with the 
Tribal youngsters and the Culture and Language 
Department staff the most. 

“I liked working with the preschool kids,” she 
said. “That has been the most rewarding part.” 

Former co-worker Natoshia Osceola, cultural 
language instructor, described Cornelia as kind-hearted 
and said dedication was her specialty. 

“ft was really nice to work with her because 
anything you needed, she was there,” she said. 

Cornelia said she has enjoyed watching the 
Tribe’s progress over the years and remembers a time 
when working two jobs to support a family was the 
norm. She said the blessings her and other Tribal citi- 
zens have now are great. 


Festivities Abound at Annual Swamp Cabbage Fest 

President Richard Bowers Jr. Honored as Cattleman of the Year 



By Judy Weeks 

LABELLE, Fla. — The four-day 
42nd Annual Swamp Cabbage Festival got 
underway the evening of Feb. 21 with the 
13th Annual Old Timers Dinner. The 2008 
honorees were the Pioneer Family of John 
W. Pendrey and Cattleman of the Year 
Richard Bowers Jr., president of the Board 
of Directors. 


During the dinner, President 
Bowers Jr. received a special tribute, being 
honored as a fourth generation rancher, cat- 
tle owner and 4-H advocate. He said 4-H 
played an integral part in his training as a 
youngster, and recommends that all young 
people take advantage of the program. 


The Tribe sponsored the Eastern 
Indian Rodeo Association (ERIA) Rodeo, 
held at the LaBelle Arena on the evening of 
Feb. 22. 

Beginning with the Junior Rodeo, 
the crowd was delighted to see the eager 
youngsters compete in events including 
Mutton Bustin’ and Barrel Racing. The 
spectators supported the young daredevils as 
they competed in the Wild Pony, 
Calf, Steer and Junior Bull Riding 
events. 

Several native competi- 
tors from across the U.S. and 
Canada joined the EIRA athlete 
roster for the Sectioned Events 
that got underway following the 
Junior Rodeo. 

EIRA Champion Josh 
Jumper worked hard for his sec- 
ond place win in the Calf Roping 
against Erich Rogers, Ivan 
Bruised Head and Kyle Dennison. 
Breakaway Roper Tess 
Duchenaux fought for her first 
place with top notch contenders 
like Carole Hoylan, Yoland Nez 
and Kassidy Dennison. 

Local cowboys and cow- 
girls took home their share of the 
winnings in the Team Roping 
with Josh Jumper and Naha 
Jumper in first place, Ayze Henry 
and Wilse Bruised Head in sec- 
ond and Freddy Warbonnet and 
Pauletta Bowers in fifth in a field 
of 26 teams. Roping Legends 
Peter Bruised Head, Rudy 
Osceola and Billy Joe Johns tri- 
umphed in the Breakaway compe- 
tition. 

On the morning of Feb. 
23, the Swamp Cabbage Festival 
parade began. Participants in the 
parade, including 2007-2008 
Seminole royalty, EIRA partici- 
pants and Tribal dignitaries, made 
their way down LaBelle ’s main 
street. 

Not only is the Big 
Cypress Reservation located in 
Hendry County, but many of the 
Tribe’s ancestors called the 
LaBelle area their home, even earning their 
livelihood on the local ranches in later 
years. These Tribal citizens represented the 
first pioneers in that region of Florida and 
their descendants can look forward to cele- 
brating and remembering them each year 
during the Swamp Cabbage Festival. 


Judy Weeks 

Rudy Osceola led his fellow horseback riders in the 
Swamp Cabbage Parade. 



Judy Weeks 

Brighton’s David Snow fights the clock in the Saddle Bronc event at 
the EIRA Rodeo. 



Judy Weeks 


Barbara Billie (Second from left) chats with the LaBelle Heritage 
Museum Royalty: (L-R) Dorothy H il l Risher, Barbara Billie, Della 
Townsend Ridgdill and Tina Martin Elliott. 
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Seminole Star Search: Brighton, Big Cypress, Naples 





Marisol Gonzalez 

(L-R) Matt Kramer, Shea, and Jon Brant 


Marisol Gonzalez 

(L-R) Michelle Jimmie, Adrienne Cypress, Ignacia Rodriguez, and 
Lariah Baientine pose for a friendly group shot before the real com- 
petition begins. 


Marisol Gonzalez 

Trail Liaison William Osceola (L) sits with the contestants as they 
wait for their chance to perform. 


By Marisol Gonzalez 

BIG CYPRESS — 

Friends and families gathered as 
seven contestants vied for then- 
shot at fame on day three of the 
Seminole Star Search talent com- 
petition. Ranging from ages 9 
through 43, the Seminole talent 
shined on the night of March- 4 
during the event, which took 
place in the BC Gym. 

Emcee Micki Free staitt, 
ed the evening by welcoming 
everyone and introducing the 
judges: Matt Kramer, former lead 
singer of Saigon Kick, Shea 
(Cherokee) native recording 
artist, and Jon Brant, formi 
Cheap Trick bassist.; Alsi 
attendance was Trail' Liaison 
William Osceola. Fie went on 
stage to say a few word^to vyel- 


(L-R) Tori Osceola, Ignacia Rodriguez, Shea, Adrienne 
Cypress, Lariah Baientine, Michelle Jimmie, Paula Bowers- 
Sanchez, David Billy, Briana Abittan, and Jon Brant. 


if* * 1 * 

& 


n 


Sdncheza-She kept the judges jamming with her 
perfomjane,e of thel980s Alannah Miles’ hit 
“Black Velvet.” 

“I'love that song,” said Judge Matt 
Kramer. “It was in tune and just fantastic.” 

Tlie only dancer of the night was 
Michelle Jimmie, 10, from Big Cypress. She 
left the judges and the crowd wanting more 
from her upbeat dance routine to the song 
“Low” by Flo Rida. 

I^^^Rtlas^^^jerforrn ers of the night 
each choose to sing the same song. Ignacia 
Rodriguez, 10, and Adrienne Cypress, 14, sang 
Carrie Underwood’s “Before He Cheats.” Judge 
Shea was so impressed with the performances 
from both girls that- she said by the end she had 
^.chills. 


come the community as well. 

Free then called each contestant up 
before they would perform with the help of his 
assistant Vanessa Cedeno-Lugo. 

First up was Tori Osceola, 9, from 
Naples. Osceola sang “Bom to Fly” by Sara 
Evans. She said she got her singing career from 
being inside her mom’s stomach. The judges 
were very intrigued with her performance and 
shocked to hear such a strong voice from some- 
one so young. 

Next up to sing was Lariah Baientine, 

14, from Big Cypress. Baientine came into the 
competition with the love for music. She says she 
likes to sing for fun. She came dressed to 
impress, as the judges were very pleased with her 
traditional Seminole look. 

David Billy from Naples was contestant 
number three. He decided to sing a classic song, 
“Let It Be,” by The Beatles. 

“[Paul] McCartney [lead singer of The 
Beatles] is tough, but I think you pulled it off,” 
said Judge Jon Brant. 

Contestant number four from 
Immokalee/Hollywood was Paula Bowers- 



Marisol Gonzalez 

Tori Osceola 



Marisol Gonzalez 

Ignacia Rodriguez 
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Seminole Star Search: Hollywood 



Felix DoBosz 


Zachary Battiest raps to his song “Escape.” 



Felix DoBosz 


Spencer Battiest gets emotional with the song “Lately.” 



Felix DoBosz 

Theodore Nelson Jr. belts out “Born to Boogie” 



By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — On the 

evening of Feb. 28, the Star Search RV 
pulled in to its final stop at the 
Hollywood Headquarters Tribal Office. 

Director of Promotions & Special Events 
Micki Free was the host and emcee for 
this traveling talent search for talented 
Seminole citizens. 

The RV, which housed Free and 
the three judges, traveled all week and 
made a stop at nearly all reservations. The 
judges, all professional recording artists 
themselves, brought a lot of experience to 
the competition with their insider knowl- 
edge of the music industry. 

One of the judges, Cherokee 
vocalist Shea, sang a rendition of John 
Anderson’s ballad “Seminole Wind” to 
the delight of the audience. Shea, as well 
as the two other guest judges Matt 
Kramer and Jon Brant, praised and 
offered encouragement following each 
performance. 

The first con- 
testant to perform was 
David Nelson who 
sang an original rap 
song to a native beat. 

Next up, Stephen C. 

Billie, AKA, “SCB,” 
also performed an 
original, and emotion- 
al, rap song called 
“Hands of Time.” 

“We were 
looking for honesty 
from the heart and 
found it frorn 
said Judge Jofl Brant. 

The third- , . 
performer, Gordon , 

Oliver Wareham, 
played a native flute ) 
song called 
“Everglades.” The' ^ 
fourth and fifth per- 
formers, Shelli Billie, 

11, who performed 
“Amazing Grace,” 
and Isabel Tucker, 12, 
both sang songs a Felix DoBosz 

cappella. Talena Castillo sings “I Probably Wouldn’t Be This Way.” 

The 2006- 
2007 Seminole 

Princess Brittany Yescas, the sixth com- 
petitor, sang a rendition of Sade’s 
“Smooth Operator.” Contestant number 
seven, Garhett Smith, 12, sang his 
father’s favorite song, “Every Breath You 
Take,” originally recorded by The Police. 

Next up, Alexandra Sanchez, 23, sang 
Choloe’s “Falling Out.” 

“Her pitch was really good,” 
said Judge Jon Brant. 

Paul “Cowbone” Buster then 
sang a moving song, which he wrote the 
day before the competition. It was about 


The 13 th and final performer, 
Theodore Nelson Jr., made it a family 
affair with his dad, Theodore Nelson Sr., 
backing him up on guitar. The country 
music outfit, with Nelson Jr. on vocals, 
performed “Bom to Boogie” by Hank 
Williams Jr. 

At the conclusion of all perform- 
ances, Micki Free announced that the 
finalists from each reservation would be 
back for the grand finale show to select a 
winner. This competition is slated for 
April 29 at the Hard Rock Live. 


Miami Billie, a young Seminole girl who 
was forced to hide in the swamps as she 
attempted to escape the federal soldiers 
who were attacking the Seminole s in the 
1830s. 

The 10th performer, Talena 
Castillo, 16, sang LeAnn Rimes’ “I 
Probably Wouldn’t Be This Way.” Up 
next, Zach “Truth” Battiest performed an 
original rap song called “Escape” to the 
crowd’s delight. 

“I was feeling it, excellent job, 
great message,” said Judge Shea. “I have 
one thing to say; can I get your auto- 
graph?” 

i Zachy brother Spencer Battiest, 
the Elth performer, then sang from his 
heart, Stevie Wonder’s “Lately” with so 
much emotion in his voice that the judges 
had to compliment him. Judge Matt 
Kramer called the performance “unbeliev- 
able,” saying the “execution was amaz- 
ing.” 



Felix DoBosz 

Steven Clay Billie AKA “SCB” 


SCB Makes His Mark on 
the Hip-Hop World 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD 

Striving to become the baddest hip- 
hop artist can be stressful. 

However, Tribal citizen Steven 
Clay Billie, 21, AKA “SCB,” is 
paving his own way on the road to 
music success. 

SCB created and promotes 
his own CD, which showcases his 
unique brand of hip-hop artistry. It 
was produced entirely in his home 
studio with some help from his 
pals, who call themselves Seminole 
for tdfejfroductionz. He said he 
hopes to achieve success through 
his music, and aspires to one day 
receive a major label recording 
contract. 

“Music is something I do 
to release stress; something I do to 
help me feel better,” he said. “I’m 
really focused on being successful 
in [show] business.” 

He said he has been lis- 
tening to underground rap music 
since 1999, saying he was influ- 
enced by several Houston, Texas- 
area rappers such as Lil’ Flip, Mike 
Jones, and Willie D. 

This young, confident 
Seminole is a member of the Otter 
Clan, son of Rita Billie and Mark 
“Steve” Osceola of Big Cypress, 
and one of the many great-grand- 
children of Mary Frances Cypress. 
His uncle is Mitch Osceola, who he 


lived with for some time, and 
where he first heard musicians 
including Hank Williams Jr. and 
Lynyrd Skynyrd. 

SCB said he was really 
troubled growing up and had been 
in and out of recovery for drugs, all 
while still in his teens. However, 
he said he’s learned to overcome 
his addiction and has since turned 
things around. SCB said he has 
been clean now for nearly two 
years. 

He is also keeping busy 
with his studies at Palm Beach 
Community College in Boca 
Raton, where he is taking pre-req- 
uisite courses in preparation for his 
studies at a university. 

The young rapper per- 
formed his emotionally-charged 
song “The Hands of Time” in last 
month’s Seminole Star Search at 
the Hollywood Headquarters. He 
said the song is a dedication to 
those younger Seminole Tribal citi- 
zens who passed away before their 
time, including his older cousin 
and good friend, Ike “Hot Dog” 
Jumper. 

SCB’s performance was 
mesmerizing and the audience 
could relate to his heartfelt song 
that chronicled the anger and pain 
he’s had to endure from the loss of 
his fellow Seminoles, relatives and 
friends. 



AM I, 2 m 

2nd Annual Earth Day Event & Kids Fun 
Tribal members and employees are 


Event tunes: 

Poors otm at 1 0am 
Event is from 12 - 5pm 


May I7 r 2008 

Graft Day Event & Kids Fun Day 


TritwL members ana employees are free 


Event timesi 
Dows open at 10am 
Event is from 12 - 5pm 






Located at Lhe Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Inside the Seminal a Paradise * 5716 Seminole Way * Hollywood, FL 
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Seminole Star Search: Brighton 



By Chris Jenkins Organizer and creator Micki Free 

BRIGHTON — Feb. 25 marked remained hopeful for good things to come, 
the beginning of a journey toward stardom “My job was not to make them a 

for several Tribal citizens as the first ever star, my job was to find their talent,” Free 
Seminole Star Search talent competition said. “We were out to give them support 

and bring out their 
talents.” 

Singer 

Trina Collins said 
this was the perfect 
opportunity for her. 
“I’m an 

aspiring singer just 
looking for a 
break,” Collins 
explained. 

“This was 
a great opportunity 
and once in a life- 
time chance,” 

Judge and vocal 

Chris Jenkins coach Matt Kramer 
pointed out. 


The Nunez Sisters perform on stage together. 



Seminole Stair Search guest judges (L-R) Jon Brant, Shea and Matt Kramer, who are all professional musicians. 

Seminole Star Search Seeks Best in Tribal Talent 



oppor- 
l a gen- 


got underway at the Tampa 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & 
Casino. The competition then 
headed southeast to the Brighton 
Gymnasium in search of the best 
of the best in Seminole musical 
talent. 

Although the action was 
slow to kick things off for day one, 
nine performances by Tribal citi- 
zens were on the slate for day two 
including: Trina Collins, the 
Nunez Family, Kasandra Baker, 
Everett and Stormin Youngblood, 
Tyra Baker, Harley Johns and 
Salina Dorgan. 


Trina Collins sings the National Anthem. 


1 


_ 


(L-R) Harley Johns and Tyra Baker perform the hip-hop song “Soldier Boy.” 


By Chris Jenkins 

] Becoming a s 
tun tty as much as it is 
uine possibility to makf 
dom a reality, Tribal cil 
oldjalike* had a shot at 


is about 


reams: of s 
■ns, young and 
‘bi'g-ti: 


■time at the 


first annual Seminole Star Search, held 
Feb. 25-28. 

’Blanks to'' the l ' I 

Council, and the creative 

Deputy Director of Promotions i\ . 

Free, the event was yet another first fpr 
the Tribe. The best of the Best Seminole 
musicians and dancers c'ompeted oh the 
Tampa, Brighton-Fort Pierce, Big ' 
Cypress-Immokalee and Hollywood 
Reservations. 

The four-day contest was limited 
to Tribal citizens only. No original mate- 
rial was required to compete in the first- 
ever Star Search, which Free said he 
hopes to make an annual event. 

The judging process involved 
the help of some of Free’s close friends in 
the music business. With assistance from 
Matt Kramer, Shea Keck, bpst known as 
simply Shea, and Jon Brant, the stage was 
set. 

“They were hand picked because 
they were knowledgeable in their field,” 
Free said. “They weren’t promising any- 
thing to anyone except a chance to be 
heard.” 

Kramer is best known as the for- 
mer lead vocalist for the rock group 
Saigon Kick in the late-1980s. He is cur- 
rently a vocal coach in Miami. Brant was 
the bass player of the hugely successful 
band Cheap Trick from 1981-1987. Shea 
is best known as a native solo artist, and 
is also one of Free’s proteges, as well as a 
fellow NAMMY award winner. 

The event was definitely needed, 
according to Free. He said he understands 


the struggle involved with being an undis- 
covered artist first-hand. Free was virtual- 
ly unknown until the 1970s when he was 
noticed by rock legend Gene Simmons of 
the band KISS. 

Free then went on to music star- 
dom as a member of the 1980s Grammy 
award winning R&B group Shalamar, as 
well as his own band he formed called 
Crown of Thoms. 

“Anything that starts good, starts 


Chris Jenkins 

Event Organizer/Host Micki Free. 

small,” Free said. “There’s a lot of talent 
in the Tribe and a lot of talent which is 
untarnished and undiscovered. “I used to 
be just like them; I was one of the lucky 
ones. I’m living proof that if I can do it 
they can do it.” 

Free said there are also plans for 
developing a Seminole Star Search music 
weekend camp. The camp will be held 
twice a year, going out to each reservation 
for one weekend. It will focus on stage 
presence, singing techniques and perform- 
ance tips for competitors prior to the 


event. 

One highlight and crowd favorite 
throughout the week was Shea’s rendition 
of John Anderson’s classic song 
“Seminole Wind.” She said her perform- 
ance of the National Anthem at the Nov. 

8, 2007 Veteran’s Day celebration in Big 
Cypress caught the attention of Trail 
Liaison William Osceola and Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress. She said Chairman 
Cypress asked her to re-make the song 
“Seminole Wind,” adding a native twist. 

“I was very humbled and 
honored [Chairman Cypress] asked me,” 
she said. “[The song] comes from a 
different place when it comes from a 
native person.” 

As a youth she was introduced 
to the song and it remains a part of her 
childhood memories. She said she can 
deeply relate to the song and is excited to 
be working with the Tribe. 

“Not only as a native person can 
I relate [to the native struggle], but 
through the song, I can understand then- 
pride and relate with it,” Shea said. “[The 
Tribe is] pushing their way through to be 
seen and heard for all Native people.” 

She said she also learned a few 
things being involved with the 
competition along the way and was 
“honored to be involved in something like 
this.” 

“It was very important that these 
kids see that I am successful in this 
industry,” Shea said. “It also showed me 
that I am always seen as a role model.” 

Free said the whole Seminole 
Star Search experience was great to build 
on and learn from. 

“There was nothing I saw that 
could’ve been better,” he said. “It was all 
good because it was all positive.” 
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Seniors Valentine’s Day Party 



Chris Jenkins 

Ronnie Doctor prepares the sand before the 
horseshoe throw competition. 



Results of the Horseshoe Throw: 

Women: 50-59 years old: 1. Bobbie 
Lou Billie, 2. Laura Clay; 60-69 years old: 1. 
Mabel Doctor, 2. Maydell Osceola, 3. 
Cornelia Osceola. 

Men: 60-69 years old: 1 . Ronnie 
Doctor, 2. Eugene Bowers; Men, 70 and 
older: 1 . Jimmy Osceola. 



Chris Jenkins 

(L-R) David Jumper and Paul “Cowbone” Buster 
look for the winning combination in bingo. 




Chris Jenkins 

Jimmy Hank Osceola (R) watches as Bobbie Lou 
Billie (L), who took first place in her division, 
focuses during her turn. 


Seniors Attend Valentine’s Ball in BC 


By Judy Weeks 

BIG CYPRESS — The Big Cypress sen- 
iors love to party and Valentine’s Day gave them 
the perfect excuse. Getting a jump on the holiday, 
they celebrated on Feb. 12 at the Hot Meals facility, 



Judy Weeks 


Valentine’s Day Queen Sally Billie was presented 
a red rose by her King, George Billie, after they 
received their crowns. 



Judy Weeks 


Carol Cypress gets down in her 1950s-style bee- 
bop attire. 


where staff decorated for the event. 

The day was filled with fun and games. 
Louise Billie managed to scoop up 27 candy kisses 
with a teaspoon in only 15 seconds. Meanwhile, 
Teresa Jumper excelled at estimating, because she 
came within 15 pieces of a perfect score of 1595, in 
a guessing game based on how many candy hearts 
filled a jar. 

The dance contests brought out the hilari- 
ous side of participants and spectators. Music from 
the 1950s and 60s brought back youthful memories, 
while poodle skirts, bobby socks and heart covered 
attire set the mood for the gala event. Whether 
waltzing, twirling, dipping or playing an air guitar, 
the dancers were obviously having a good time as 
they strutted their stuff around the dance floor. 

The Single’s Contest finalists were 
Lawanna Osceola-Niles, Louise Osceola, Carol 
Cypress and George Billie. 

When it came to the Couples Contest, 
male partners were in short supply, but not for long, 
as young men from various departments volun- 
teered to participate. It was a close race with 
George Billie and Mary Tigertail triumphing over 
their runner ups, Claudia Doctor, Martha Billie, 
Virginia Tommie and Pilot Billie with their part- 
ners. 

After careful consideration, George and 
Sally Billie were crowned the king and queen of the 
Valentine’s Ball. Carrying a single red rose, they 
donned their gold crowns and took a turn around 
the dance floor, while fellow attendees cheered. 





Jodi King 

(L-R) Richard Osceola, Brighton Recreation 
Dept. Director and Charlene Baker. 


Depts. Co-Host Youth Valentine’s Day Party 


Jodi King 

(L-R) Morgan King and Allison Gopher make 
their best attempt at winning the Limbo contest. 


Malcolm Jones boogies down! 


By Valerie Marone 

BRIGHTON — Brighton’s Alcohol/Drug 
Prevention Team and the Recreation Department 
partnered to co-sponsor a Valentine’s Day Dinner- 
Dance for Brighton’s youth. The turnout was 
impressive as more than 100 youngsters danced to 
music provided by the DJ, ate a delicious buffet 
dinner and Limboed the evening away. 

The gymnasium was transformed by 
cupids and hearts floating from the ceiling, a beau- 
tiful heart-shaped ice sculpture, red and white 
Valentine’s Day decorations, flowers, balloons and 
sparkling confetti. As the popcorn popped, the 
chocolate fountain flowed, the cotton candy 
machine spun sweet treats and the kids enjoyed a 
drug free evening. 

The Brighton Alcohol/Drug Prevention 
Team and the Recreation Department have been 
partnering to provide drug free activities for the 
Brighton youth. These events help to reinforce drug 
free choices and give youth the opportunity to prac- 
tice their socialization skills in a safe, supportive 
environment. 


Jodi King 

Brighton’s drug free youth enjoy the party. 


Valentine’s Day Isn’t Just For Sweethearts 

Immokalee Hosts Various Holiday Events 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — Regardless of age, resi- 
dents of the Immokalee community each found a spe- 
cial way to celebrate Valentine’s Day. 

A door contest set the mood and brought out 
the creativity in everyone as hearts and cupids put the 
community into the holiday spirit. 

The holiday’s activities were kicked off with 
bingo at the Senior Center, which included door 
prizes, gifts and a luncheon in a very festive atmos- 
phere. 

During the evening, a Valentine’s dance at the 
Gym began with a lavish buffet followed by sweet 
treats that caught everyone’s eye as the chocolate 
fountain was clearly the night’s big hit. 

In between dance contests, a steady stream of 
children and adults boarded the Immokalee Seminole 
Ranch’s beautifully decorated carriage for a leisurely 
trip around the community. 

A Sweetheart’s Pool Tournament drew an 
appreciative crowd at the Youth Ranch Hall, which 
included singles, doubles and both 8- and 9-Ball com- 
petition. 

Helping sponsor the events, Immokalee 
Board Liaison Delores Jumper said: “Valentine’s Day 
isn’t just for sweethearts. It is a time to show your 
family, friends and neighbors how much you appreci- 
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Immokalee Board Liaison Delores Jumper (C) 
congratulates Mary and Tony Sanchez on winning 
one of the Valentine’s Day door prizes. 


ate their love and support throughout the entire year. A 
hug goes a long way toward strengthening relation- 
ships.” 



Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Jade Tapia gives her friend, Eliza Mora, a 
Valentine’s Day hug before boarding the horse 
drawn carriage in Immokalee. 



Judy Weeks 


Ashley Faz couldn’t resist one more trip to the 
chocolate fountain. 
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Brighton A-Team members are: Trista Osceola, Kalgary Johns, Chastity 
Harmon, Kailin Brown, Rylee Osceola, Courtney Gore, Brydgett Koontz, Tyra 
Baker and Odessa King. The coaches are Jo Jumper and Holly Johns. 

Brighton Volleyball Team 
Challenges the Competition 

Team Places Second in Cape Coast Volleyball Tourney 


By Elizabeth Leiba 

BRIGHTON — For the first 
time ever, the Brighton Reservation has 
organized a girl’s volleyball team, and 
has had a great turnout and participation 
for up and coming athletes. The team is 
aptly named the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida - Brighton A Team. And with 
nine participants, they have shown true 
heart and competitive spirit. 

The weekend of Feb. 23 saw 
the young stars competing in the Cape 


Coast Volleyball Tournament where the 
team advanced to the championship 
game by winning the Pool B and beating 
out two other teams. The championship 
game was challenging and although they 
were not victorious there, the team 
placed second overall in the 10 and 
under age bracket. 

“It was another great experi- 
ence for our young girls,” said Coach Jo 
Jumper. 


Brighton Youth Attend Harlem Globetrotters Tour 


By Valerie Marone 

ESTERO, Fla. — On Feb. 29 
several Brighton youngsters boarded a bus 
bound for the Germain Arena to attended 
the Harlem Globetrotters’ “Magic As Ever” 
World Tom. The Globetrotters were at their 
best as they shared their basketball skills 
and their comedy routines. 

This drug free event was spon- 
sored by the Brighton Recreation 
Department and the Brighton Family 
Services Department. These two depart- 
ments have been working together since 


the fall to provide monthly drug free, fun 
activities for Brighton’s youth. The goal of 
these two departments is to help the youth 
understand that there are fun alternatives to 
drinking and using drugs and they do have 
a better choice. 

The next event will be the 
Brighton Spring Break Pool Party, held 
March 3 1 at the Brighton Pool. The party 
will feature relay races, water volleyball, 
dive competitions, food, fun, music and 
more. 


EIRA Rodeo Held in Conjunction With Field Days 

By Judy Weeks 

BRIGHTON — Some of the 
finest native athletes in the rodeo circuit 
traveled from distant parts of the U.S. and 
Canada to participate in the Eastern Indian 
Rodeo Association (EIRA) event, held Feb. 

15, during Brighton’s 70th Annual 
Brighton Field Days. 

In the past, many of the competi- 
tors also qualified for the Indian National 
Finals Rodeo (INFR). With the beginning 
of a new season, the contestants were 
eager to begin accumulating points to earn 
a position in the 2008 lineup. 

“You might say rodeo is in our 
blood,” said Brighton Council Rep. Roger 
Smith. “For generations our people have 
had the cattle industry play an important 
role in their economy. Rodeo is a whole- 
some sport that has evolved from the daily 
work of the cowboy and the intense skill of 
his job.” 

“The Seminole Tribe is proud to 
have the opportunity to sponsor these ath- 
letes,” Smith added. 

Local EIRA champions like Justin 
Gopher, Hilliard Gopher, Naha Jumper, 

Josh Jumper, Jo “Boogie” Jumper and 




Judy Weeks 

Outstanding All-Around athlete Joe Wilson from South 
Dakota takes first place in the Bareback competition. 


Lizzie Dixie, are just a 
few of the talented 
Seminole who have 
risen to the heights of 
the INFR. 

The sanctioned 
events provided contest- 
ants and spectators a 
thrilling evening as the 
best of the best worked 
with the livestock to 
beat the clock. Winners 
in each category formed 
an all-star lineup. 

Although these 
men and women usually 
enter several events, as a 
general rule they excel 
in one particular divi- 
sion. This is not the case 
with Joe Wilson, an 
Oglala Sioux from the 
Pine Ridge Reservation 
in South Dakota. 
Beginning in rodeo as a 
young child, he has 
developed quite a career 
in just 20 years. He 
could easily be called an 
all-around cowboy as he 
took first place in the 
Bareback and Steer 
Wrestling and second in 
the Saddle Broncs. An 


avid roper, he is definitely a man to be 
reckoned with. 

Kassidy Dennison ran a three flat 
in Breakaway, narrowly beating Brighton’s 
LeAnna Billie. However, the tables turned 
in the Barrels event when the local cow- 
girls made a clean sweep of all six slots as 
follows: Scooter Johns, Mackenzie Johns, 
Boogie Jumper, Sheyanna Osceola, Shelby 
Osceola and Marilee Johns, respectively. 

Visitors Andre LaFrance and Kyle 
Dennison earned the top scores in the Calf 
Roping, while Jesse Colliflower took first 
in the Saddle Broncs. 

An upcoming star in EIRA, 

Heeler Hilliard Gopher, teamed up with 
Brooks Dahozy from the southwest and 
together they aced the Team Roping. Josh 
Jumper headed for Preston Williams, 
which proved to be a winning combination 
as they took fourth. 

Casey McDonald from Browning, 
Mont, earned 75 points on Circuit Breaker 
in the Bull Riding. Brighton’s Justin 
Aldridge was hot on his heels on Rez Dog 
with 73 points. 

Local Bareback Rider Dayne 
Johns threw caution to the wind when he 
volunteered to help the clown with his half 
time act. Mounted in the saddle on the 
back of a trick airplane, Dayne received 
the ride of his life before being spun off 
into the clay while the crowd roared. 
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Justin Gopher holds his own on this twisting monster as he earns first place. 


Gopher Sweeps Bull Riding Invitational 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — March 1st is a day that 
Eastern Indian Rodeo Association (EIRA) Bull Riding 
Champion Justin Gopher will not soon forget. He 
competed against 28 of the top riders in the circuit and 
went on to capture first place in the Southern States 
Bull Riding competition with a score of 83 points. 

The eight contestants with the highest points 
of the event returned at the end of the evening for the 
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Immokaiee Seminole Ranch Director Kenny Joe 
Davis (L) and his Assistant Gabriel Acosta (R) 
award Justin Gopher his championship buckle at 
the Red Man Invitational. 


finals and Justin Gopher earned 86 points on one of 
the toughest bulls to ever be included in rodeo stock. 
Again, he was awarded first place which will give him 
an opportunity to join the top 20 riders in the Red 
Man Finals. 

Twisting and turning both left and right, the 
bull bucked furiously, but was unable to dislodge 
Gopher who held his hand high and completed the 
ride in excellent form. Both the judge and announcer 
were very complimentary. 

Gopher was also the EIRA bull riding cham- 
pion for 2007. 

Gopher wasn’t the only Native American in 
the line up in Immokaiee. Greg Lewis and Kasey 
McDonald of Browning, Mont., threw their hats in the 
ring, but were unfortunately beaten by the clock. 

Immokaiee Seminole Ranch Director Kenny 
Joe Davis, who sponsored the Red Man Invitational, 
handed Justin Gopher his championship buckle. 

“I want to shake your hand today so that I 
can say ‘I knew him when,’ ” Davis said. “I have been 
watching Justin grow up in rodeo and am proud to call 
him my fellow Tribal member.” 

Continuing, Davis said: “I would also like to 
congratulate all of the men who participated here 
tonight. Bull riding is a tough and dangerous sport. 
Although it is very competitive, I see each and every 
one of you supporting each other and rushing to the 
aid of a fallen comrade. This is the height of good 
sportsmanship and makes you all winners.” 
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Tribally-Sponsored Boxer 
Competes at ‘Unification’ 

Boxing Event Held in NYC’s Madison Square Garden 



By Chris Jenkins 

NEW YORK — 

Seminole Warriors Boxing and 
World Boxing Organization cham- 
pion Sultan Ibragimov had it all on 
the line Feb. 23. In Madison 
Square Garden, a place where leg- 
ends are made, it was a big test in 
his young career. 

In the “Mecca of 
Boxing,” fight fans hoped they 
witness what would become an 
instant classic. It was the first uni- 
fication bout since the 1999 show- 
down between Evander Holyfield 
and Lennox Lewis. All the action 
was live on HBO, along with six 
other bouts on tilt. 

Ibragimov, 22-1 (17 KOs) 
reigning World Boxing 
Organization (WBO) champion, 
faced veteran Wladimir Klitschko 
50-3 (44 KOs), the reigning 
International Boxing Federation 
and International Boxing 
Organization heavyweight champ. 

The winner would take all, placing a firm grip on the 
heavyweight division’s claim as undisputed champ, 
holding three of the four major championship belts. 

Both had reason to be feeling confident com- 
ing in. The southpaw Ibragimov was in action last 
October dashing the hopes of a comeback by the leg- 
end Evander Holyfield in a 12-round unanimous deci- 
sion. Klitschko took on former WBO champion 
Lamon Brewster in July of 2007 — their second meet- 
ing — winning by a retire decision in six rounds. 

For the thousands in attendance, it could have 
been seen as a combination of discipline, disappoint- 


ment and over-strategizing, which led to a predictable 
unanimous decision for Klitschko in 12 rounds. 

Both stayed consistent throughout; Ibragimov 
attacked the body, but with little success and Klitschko 
used his 6 ’6” height and 81 inch reach to his advan- 
tage by keeping Ibragimov at bay using his jab con- 
necting at an almost 3-1 mark. Ibragimov tried to push 
the pace and tempo late in the fight, but Klitschko 
eluded any real contact. 

The dejected former champ Ibragimov said 
he was surprised and frustrated 
afterwards. 

“Klitschko didn’t jab, he 
chopped and grabbed the whole 
fight,” Ibragimov said. “He was a 
lot faster then in his previous 
fights. I didn’t feel he hurt me dur- 
ing the fight, but I felt he was win- 
ning.” 

Warriors Boxing 

Executive Director Leon Margules 
said he was also disappointed, but 
optimistic. 

“Klitschko deserved the 
decision based on the scores,” 

Margules said. “Every time Sultan 
wanted to make it a fight, 

Klitschko didn’t.” 

“Sometimes you don’t 
win the big ones,” he added. 

“Obviously he is still a top con- 
tender; he can certainly handle the 
pressure.” 

Klitschko, however, said 


was pleased with the strategy he used in the fight. 

“I definitely was going into the fight to win it 
as convincingly as possible,” Klitschko said. “I was 
trying to build the fight into my strategy using my left 
hand to set up my right to knock him out.” 

“I want to say thank you to Sultan for taking 
the fight and making it happen,” he added. 

Next for Klitschko is a possible showdown 
with the winner of the Oleg Maskaev-Samuel Peter 
match-up for the World Boxing Council champi- 
onship. A win by Klitschko would completely unify 
the titles. 

Other action included: in mid- 
dleweight, junior middleweight and super 
middleweight action, John Duddy stayed 
undefeated over Walid Smichet by a unani- 
mous decision in 10 rounds, Warriors Joe 
Greene remained perfect by unanimous 
decision and won the National American 
Boxing Organization championship by 
TKO dominating veteran Francisco Mora 
in 10 rounds, Ronnie Vargas went the dis- 
tance in four rounds moving to 5-0 over 
Monyette Flowers by unanimous decision 
and Peter Quillin won by KO in the second 
round versus Thomas Brown. 

Among cruiserweights, Johnathan 
Banks moved to 19-0 with an impressive 
first round KO over Imamu Mayfield. 

In heavyweight action, Alexander 
Ustinov won easily over Earl Ladsen with 
a first round TKO. 

Some of the stars in attendance 
were: action star Bruce Willis, comedian 
Will Ferrell, model Christie Brinkley, track 
and field legend Edwin Moses, boxing legend Thomas 
“The Hitman” Heams as well as National Football 
League and Super Bowl 42 champions of the New 
York Giants Michael Strahan, Plaxico Burress and 
Amani Toomer. 

Tribal Council showed their support also and 
included: Chairman Mitchell Cypress, Big Cypress 
Council Rep. David Cypress and Fort Pierce Liaison 
S.R. Tommie, to name a few. 
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Team Dragon yellow belts, Justin Roff, 
Savannah Tiger and Katie Bert, practice side 
kicks during class. 


Little Warrior II teammates Jayton Baker and 
Eecho Billie get ready to practice their kicking 
skills with partners during class. 


Little Warrior I classmates Pherian Baker 
Elle Thomas learn about center of gravity 1 
playing a fun game. 


Little Warrior II Teammates Brendan Otero 
and Bradin Jim successfully pass progress 
checks and earn a new stripe. 
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Immokalee Asst. Recreation Director Virginia Garcia Sanders (4th Row, 5th from Left) joins 
Assistant Coach Christopher Maxson of Indian River College (Left, Rear) in putting on a basketball 
clinic to introduce the reservation youth to the benefits of sports. 


Go Dragon Corner 


Youth Learn Valuable Lessons 


Through Basketball 


Brothers and teammates Ramone and Pherian 
Baker learn important skills through fun games 
in Little Warrior I class. 


Alyke Baker wows the crowd in a confidence 
building high jump contest during Little 
Warriors II class. 


❖ Huff 

Continued from page 1 


improved every season. Not just physically, but men- 
tally. She has a level head on her shoulders and is a 
real leader of the team.” 

A steak and rib dinner was cooked up by dad 
John Wayne Huff Sr. and brother John Wayne Huff Jr. 
and The Seminole Tribe of Florida Education 
Department also presented a slide show. 

“This is a very proud day for the education 
department,” said the department’s Acting Director 
Emma Johns. “Mary has always been an exceptional 
student both academically 
and socially. We’re not 
surprised she’s here 
tonight. She has always 
been one to set an example 
for our people.” 

Mary’s dad 

explained how Mary got to 
where she is today. She 
started playing softball 
when she was 9 years old 
with the Okeechobee 
County Recreation 
Association (OCRA) and 
asked her dad if he knew 
how to play ball. Dad said 
he played ball in high 
school, loved the game, 
and he was encouraged to 
see how dedicated his 
daughter was, practicing 
pitching for hours and 
hours. 

“I bought her four 
buckets of balls and 
bought her a canvas catch- 
er. Then I had to buy a 
catcher’s mitt,” he said. 

Together father 
and daughter practiced 
pitching, catching, how to 
throw a curve ball and how 
to drop a ball. 

“After playing 
high school ball, Mary 

played travel ball during Susan etxebarria 

the summers so it was 12 Mary Huff speaks at her celebration signing party, 
months of the year,” said 


Huff Sr. “We were on the road a lot,” 

Over the years, he and Mary’s mom, Vickey 
Huff, hardly missed a game. They took many trips 
with the Throop family becoming friends with them 
and the team. 

“Both these girls are destined for great 
things,” said Coach Cary McCullough, an OCRA 
coach who coached the travel ball team. “Mary is 
ferocious. She always had an arm for the game and is 
the most competitive girl I have ever seen.” 

Brighton’s Michele Thomas expressed every- 
one’s sentiment: “We are very proud of both of you 
girls and with the talent you are taking to that school, 
they are very lucky.” 


Family Services, Rec., Team Up for Youth Activities 

Depts . Co-Hosts Drug-Free Activities for Students 


Submitted by Valerie Marone 

BRIGHTON — The Brighton Family 
Services Prevention staff and the Brighton Recreation 
Department teamed up over the holiday season school 
break to provide fun drug-free activities for Brighton’s 
youth. 

The first of these activities was the Dodge 
Ball Tournament and pizza party, held Dec. 27, 2007, 
from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. in the Brighton Gym. 

In the spirit of “Everyone is a winner that 
doesn’t do drugs,” all participants received medals. 


The winning team members of the Brighton Hobday 
Dodge Ball Tournament were: Cameron Thomas, 

Lane Thomas, Randy Shore, Alissa Dorgan, and 
Royce Osceola. 

The second of these activities was the 
Brighton Holiday Roller Skating, held Jan. 7 at the 
Vero Beach Skate Factory. Everyone reported having 
a great time. The students and staff members skated, 
played limbo, had races, played arcade games, and ate 
pizza and popcorn. 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — Forty Tribal young- 
sters, representing Hollywood, Big Cypress and 
Immokalee, attended two basketball clinics, one on 
Feb. 29 and the other on March 1, in Immokalee. 

Christopher Maxson, assistant coach at 
Indian River Community College, conducted the 
two day event and introduced the youth to the con- 
cept that sports can be a tool for advancement of 
life’s goals. 

As a part of the program, they met Stanley 


Honorat, who is attending college on a basketball 
scholarship and majoring in criminal justice. His 
companion, Marvin Gray, also is on scholarship 
from the Bahamas and is studying to become a 
physical education teacher. Basketball is providing 
the key to open the door to their education. 

Immokalee’s Assistant Recreation Director 
Virginia Garcia Sanders coordinated the clinic in an 
effort to show Seminole youth the benefits of sports 
in education, health and responsibility, she said. 


Susan etxebarria 

Mary Huff shares a special moment at the signing party with her grandmother, Lottie Baxley of 
Brighton. 


The police know your rights - do you? 
Call my office for a free consultation 


24 HOURS A DAY 


c INCE 1990 J HAVE PROTECTED RIGHTS 
YOURS. MY OFFICE DEFENDS DUFS, DRUG 
OFFENSES, SUSPENDED LICENSE, DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE, AND ALL FELONIES AND MISDEMEANORS. 
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Little Warrior II Teammates Alina Stockton and 
Tash-sho Jumper practice partner kicking drills 
during class. 
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Tribal Citizens, Employees Walk for AHA 

Team Seminole Attends Annual Broward Country Heart Walk 




By Marisol Gonzalez 

DAVIE, Fla. — As the clouds 
parted and the sun came out on a some- 
what drizzly day, Tribal citizens, employ- 
ees and South Florida locals alike came out 
and walked for a healthy cause, the 2008 
Start! Broward Heart Walk, held March 8 
on the Nova Southeastern University cam- 
pus. 

The event is part of a national 
series of Heart Walks coordinated hy the 
American Heart Association (AHA). All 
monies raised from these events go to the 
AHA, and the participants at the Broward 
walk alone raised nearly $465,000, accord- 
ing to the Broward Heart Walk’s website. 

For the past few years, Edna 
McDuffie from the Big Cypress Health 
Department has been organizing these and 
other walking events with a group known 
as Team Seminole. This year’s 29-person 
turnout was a big success, McDuffie said. 

Team Seminole consisted of 
Tribal citizens and employees from 
Hollywood, Big Cypress, Immokalee and 
Brighton. Lawanna Osceola-Niles, 

Cornelia Osceola, Dorothy Tommie and 
David Jumper represented the Hollywood 
senior community. Jumper also showed off 
the Team Seminole T-shirt design on stage 
during the T-shirt design contest. Osceola- 
Niles said that her daughter’s heart murmur 
played a factor in her attending the walk. 

Gail Mason from the Hollywood 


Marisol Gonzalez 

Team Seminole display their banner and wait for the countdown to begin walking. 


Payroll Department also had a personal 
reason for participating in the annual walk. 

“Heart disease affected both of 
my parents so I felt compelled to walk at 
the event,” she said. 

Mason is not alone. According to 
the AHA, heart disease and stroke are the 
number one and number three killers, 
respectively, in the country with more than 
910,000 deaths 
attributed to these 
diseases annually. 


Also, like Mason, many walkers attended 
the walk to honor the memory of a friend 
or family member who has suffered from 
heart disease and/or stroke. 

In addition to the walkers, the 
Seminole Tribe also had a display tent set 
up for Heart Walk attendees to learn about 
the Tribe. Staff at the tent gave away bags 
filled with informational pamphlets about 
the Tribe’s Health Department, as well as 
other goodies to walkers and volunteers. 




Marisol Gonzalez 


Hollywood seniors (L-R) Cornelia Osceola, Dorothy Tommie, David Jumper shows off his Team Seminole T-shirt design 

Lawanna Osceola-Niles and David Jumper at the Heart Walk. during the T-shirt design contest. 


Pathway to Wellness Kick-Off Game 




By Marisol Gonzalez 

HOLLYWOOD — The Boys & 
Girls Club, Family Services and Allied 
Health Departments kicked off a 36-week 
curriculum titled Pathway to Wellness at 
the Boys & Girls Club on March 4. Each 
week, from 4-5 p.m., a different activity 
will be held for the children to learn more 
along their path to wellness, explained 
Julie Bennett, Family Services Department 
intervention specialist. 

During Pathway to Wellness, the 
youth gathered for a human board game 


(L-R) Kei Shawn Stewart is being guided by Taylor Pratt 
of the Red Team. They worked together through a peer 
pressure directional obstacle. 


where they were split into four teams 
divided by colors. Each team would 
take a turn and roll the dice to see 
where they would advance on the 
board. Next, they would have to 
answer a question correctly in order to 
proceed or attempt an obstacle on the 
course. If the question was answered 
incorrectly they would have to move 
back a certain number of spaces, 
depending on the difficulty of the 
question they landed on. 

Bennett said she was very 
happy with the 
turnout of the first 
event. And added 
it was fun to get 
everyone 
involved. Bennett 
came up with the 
idea for the 
human board 
game on a whim. 

“It was 

one of those driv- 
ing-to-work 
ideas.” She stated. 

At the 

end of the event, 
prizes were given _ 
out to the winning 
team. Prizes included 
items associated with 
each component of the 
game. 

The winning 
team was the purple 
Marisol Gonzalez team, consisting of 
Elizabeth Frank, 7, 
Bird Clan, Trinity 


Tiffany Baker of the Blue Team attempts an 
obstacle while wearing the “Drunk Goggles.” 

Bowers, 8, Panther Clan, and Chesna 
Bowers, 8, Snake Clan. The purple team 
was overjoyed with excitement. 

“I thought someone else was 
going to win” stated Chesna Bowers. 

For more information, or to 
become involved in the Pathway to 
Wellness, contact the Hollywood Boys & 
Girls Club at (954) 964-5947. 



Marisol Gonzalez 

Joey Puente (L) of the Green Team rolls the dice to see what 
space the team will advance to. 


Marisol Gonzalez 

The winning Purple Team (L-R) Elizabeth Frank, Trinity 
Bowers and Chesna Bowers. 


Understanding Allergies for Better Health 


By Carter Elbon, MS, Assistant 
Environmental Health Program 
Manager 

According to the American 
Academy of Allergy, Asthma and 
Immunology, “Allergic diseases can be 
controlled; symptoms can be prevented 
or minimized.” 

It is known that as many as 40- 
50 million people 


in the U.S. suffer 
from allergies. And 
allergies cause 
swollen eyes, itch- 
ing skin, dripping 
noses, lightheaded- 
ness and even 
death. 

An allergy 
is a strong reaction 
by your body’s 
immune system to 
something that 
would normally be 
harmless, such as 
plant, food, or 
medicine. Common 
reactions include a 
stuffy nose, itchy 
eyes, or a skin rash. 
Severe allergic 
reactions require 
immediate medical 
attention. 


Avoid contact with things you know trig- 
ger allergies: 

Avoid being outside or having 
windows open when pollens counts are 
high. 

Read food labels carefully to avoid 
ingredients that cause reactions. 

Choose medicines and home-care 
products carefully. 

Remove carpet or vacuum often to 
avoid animal dander. 


laxis, a severe reaction, which may be 
life-threatening, and has symptoms 
including swelling, tingling in the mouth, 
and a red, itchy rash, as well as light- 
headedness, shortness of breath, severe 
sneezing, stomach cramps, and loss of 
blood pressure. If these symptoms are 
present, immediately take the person to a 
doctor or emergency room for treatment. 

There are 


Keep a clean home: 

Control pests such as mice and 
cockroaches. 

Vacuum floors and upholstery 
often and consider removing carpet. Empty 
vacuum cleaner after each use. 

Avoid having mold, cigarette 
smoke, pesticides, and chemical inside the 
house. 

Keep pets out of the bedroom of 
family members who are allergic to them. 


many types of 
allergies. The fol- 
lowing are some of 
the most common: 
Indoor: dust, dust 
mites, mold, pet 
dander; Outdoor: 
pollen, mold; 
Foods: milk, citrus 
fruits, eggs, 
peanuts, wheat, 
fish and sea foods; 
Insect bites and 
stings: bees, wasps, 
hornets, yellow 
jackets; and Skin 
contact: plants 
(such as poison 
ivy), cosmetics, 
skin-care products, 
jewelry, sun tan 
lotions, latex. 

It is 

important to know 


Many people who have allergies your allergies, and know what to avoid. 


also have asthma. Allergic reactions may 
trigger asthma attacks, where a swelling 
and tightening of your airways makes it 
difficult to breathe. 

Signs of allergies and allergic 
reactions include: asthma, shortness of 
breath, cough, chest tightness or wheez- 
ing; itchy, watery eyes; hives or itchy 
rash on skin; dark circles under and 
around eyes; recurring headaches, diar- 
rhea or stomach cramps; and/or anaphy- 


Not everyone is allergic to the same 
things. Contact your doctor about any 
unusual reactions to foods, plants, med- 
ications or other items. 

Again in the event of a severe 
allergic reaction, seek emergency med- 
ical attention immediately. 

If there is any question please 
call the Health Department at (954) 962- 
2009 and ask for Carter Elbon in the 
Environmental Health Program. 


Healthy Seminole 


Dear Health Educator, 

I am a senior, age 75, who is fair- 
ly active — I walk every day — and I try 
to eat healthy. How concerned do I need to 
be about having a heart attack or a stroke? 
What are the signs? 

Sincerely, 

Somewhat Concerned 

Dear Somewhat Concerned, 

It seems you are aware of two of 
the major factors in preventing a heart 
attack or stroke — exercise and nutrition. 

It is important to stay active and to eat 
right. Staying active can be as simple as 30 
to 60 minutes of moderate exercise every 
day, at least three times a week. Moderate 
exercise can consist of walking, biking, 
swimming, weight train- 
ing, etc. Eating foods 
low in fat and high in 
fiber, and at least five 
servings of fruits and 
vegetables a day is an 
excellent way to incor- 
porate healthy eating 
into your lifestyle. 

It is also impor- 
tant to get regular 
checkups at your doc- 
tor’s office or clinic. 

You should know your 
cholesterol levels and 
your blood pressure. If 
too high, both of these 
can contribute to your 
heart attack or stroke 
risk. 

General guide- 
lines for cholesterol are: 

Your total cholesterol 
level should be less than 
200; “Borderline high” 
cholesterol is between 
200-239, and “High” 
cholesterol is anything 
more than 240; Your 
“LDL,” or bad choles- 
terol, should be less than 
100; Your “HDL,” or 
good cholesterol, should 
be more than 60, as 
HDL levels that are less 
than 40 put you at risk for heart disease; 
and Your triglycerides, another type of 
blood fat, should be 150 or less. 

Normal blood pressure should be 
less than 120/80. At risk for high blood 
pressure (prehypertension) is 120/80 to 
139/89. High blood pressure is 140/90 or 
higher. It is important to: limit salt and 
sodium, quit smoking, maintain good eat- 
ing and exercise habits, limit alcohol and 
be aware of the side affects of medications 
you are taking. 

It is also important to know what 
the warning signs are in case something 
ever happens. The first few minutes are 
very crucial in getting help. 

One of the signs of heart attack is 
chest discomfort. This is usually associated 
with uncomfortable pressure, fullness, 
squeezing or pain, and generally occurs in 
the center of the chest behind the breast- 


bone. It may spread to, or occasionally 
originate in, either the shoulder, neck, 
lower jaw, or either arm. The discomfort of 
a heart attack usually lasts longer than a 
few minutes and may come and go. 

Other signs of a heart attack may 
include any, all, or none of the following: 
chest discomfort and lightheadedness, 
fainting, sweating, nausea and shortness of 
breath. This is a more reliable indicator of 
heart attack in persons 75 and older. Only 
40 percent of people 85 and older reported 
having chest pain during heart attack. 

Stroke is a common and serious 
brain illness. It results from blockage or 
rupture of a blood vessel. Warning signs or 
symptoms of stroke may include the fol- 
lowing: sudden weakness or numbness of 


the face, arm, or leg on one side of the 
body, loss of speech, slurred or incoherent 
speech, unexplained dizziness, unsteadi- 
ness, or sudden falls, loss of conscious- 
ness, dimness or loss of vision, particularly 
in one eye or an unusual severe or sudden 
intense headache can he an important 
warning sign of a brain hemorrhage. 

Knowing the ways to prevent 
heart attack and stroke will significantly 
reduce your chances of having one. 
Knowing the signs and symptoms of a 
heart attack or stroke and what to do if you 
are having one, will greatly increase your 
chances of survival and recovery. For more 
information about heart attack, stroke or 
keeping your heart healthy, visit your 
reservation’s health educator for a personal 
consultation. 

Sincerely, 

Your Health Educator 



The Seminole Health Hollywood, Toma Hunter, 

Department nutritionists offer a variety (954) 965- 1 300, Ext. 10311 
of programs and services. Community Brighton, Beth Morlang, (863) 

education (at Senior Centers, schools, 983-0271, Ext. 15344 
reservation events and other programs) Immokalee, Charlotte Porcaro, 

and patient counseling at the clinics are (239) 867-3408 
the primary focuses. Big Cypress, Suzanne 

If you have questions and Fundingsland, (863) 983-5798, Ext. 

would like to visit a nutritionist, call 12318 
them at the following locations: 
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The Water Resource 
Management Department 
Presents 


The Healthy Senior 


By Fred Cicetti 

[Editor ’s Note: Fred Cicetti is a syndicated 
columnist who writes about issues concerning senior 
citizens ’ health. The opinions he expresses are his 
own. If you would like to ask a question, please write 
fredcicetti@gmail.com. All Rights Reserved © 2008 by 
Fred Cicetti] 

Q: I’ve been losing some hair, which is no 
surprise for an old lady, hut I was wondering if there’s 
anything I can do to 
hold onto what I have. 

A: Alopecia 
is the medical term for 
hair loss. 

Androgenetic alope- 
cia, or pattern bald- 
ness, is the most com- 
mon type of alopecia; 
it affects about one- 
third of us. I’m in that 
third with you. 

Men start to 
get pattern baldness at 
the hairline and 
crown. This can lead 
to complete baldness. 

Women’s hair loss is 
usually limited to thin- 
ning; they rarely go 
totally bald. 

There are a 
few steps you can take 
to preserve your hair: 

1 . Avoid tight 
hairstyles that pull on 
the hair. So, forget 
braids, ponytails, corn- 
rows and tight hair 
rollers. The pulling 
causes some hair loss, 
especially along the 
sides of the scalp. This 
type of hair loss is 
called traction alope- 
cia. If the pulling scars 
the scalp, it can cause 
permanent hair loss. 

2. Brushing 
or combing too much 
can break hair, so keep them to a minimum. Use 
combs with wide teeth and brushes with smooth tips. 
Wet hair is more fragile than dry hair, so show care 
when you do your hair after a shower. 

3. Shampooing too often is bad for your hair. 
Use a cream rinse or conditioner after shampooing to 
make it easier to comb. And don’t dry your hair by 
rubbing it with a towel. 

4. Don’t use hot-oil hair treatments or chemi- 


cals in perma- 
nents. These may 
cause inflammation of 
the hair follicles, which can lead to 
hair loss. 

There are about 100,000 hairs in the average 
scalp. About 100 hairs are lost from your head every 
day. Each individual hair survives for an average of 4 
1/2 years and grows about a half inch a month. In its 
fifth year, the hair usu- 
ally falls out and is 
replaced within six 
months by a new one. 

We lose hair 
as we age. Pattern 
baldness affects many 
more men than 
women. About 25 per- 
cent of men begin to 
bald by the time they 
are 30 years old, and 
about two-thirds have 
at least a balding pat- 
tern by age 60. 

Androgenetic 
alopecia is caused by 
heredity; a history of it 
on either side of your 
family increases your 
risk of balding. 

Medications 
may help slow or pre- 
vent the development 
of common baldness. 
Rogaine® is available 
without a prescription. 
It is applied to the 
scalp. Both men and 
women can use it. 
Propecia® is available 
with a prescription. It 
comes in pills and is 
only for men. It may 
take up to six months 
before you can tell if 
one of these medicines 
is working. 

Hair trans- 
plants and scalp reduc- 
tion surgery are available to treat androgenetic alope- 
cia when more conservative measures have failed. 
During transplantation a dermatologist or cosmetic 
surgeon takes tiny plugs of skin, each containing one 
to several hairs, from the back or side of your scalp. 
The plugs are then implanted into the bald sections. 
Scalp reduction, as the name implies, means decreas- 
ing the area of bald skin on your head. 
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1 'Earth ■Day Our ‘Way 


Come learn with Water Resources department 
about vegetation, wildlife, pollution and 
recycling! Hands on activities,, and wildlife 
demonstrations* 

Celebrated on the Brighton Reservation 
on April 25, 2003 8:30 A.M. to 5 P.M. 

At the 4-H building 

] juneh v. ill I h- nerved! 

Everyone Wei nurse! 


Scott H. Cupp 

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW 
SPECIALIZING IN 
CRIMINAL LAW 

'Handling Criminal Cases Aouss Flor ida For Over 20 Yeu/s ' 


Law OfTicc of Scott H, Cupp, LLC 
400 lixeeulive Center Drive, Suile 201 
West Palm Beach, Florida 33401 
(561) 689-3625 
Fax: (561) 686*4567 
eupplawL956@bcIbDULh.neL 
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SERVICES OFFERED 
11 Your Complete & Professional 
Properly Inspection Service ' 1 


Phone: &6G .924,62 06 
F**: 

Cell: 934,662.21 19 
Serving ALL of South Florida 
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Pemayetv Emahakv Student of the Week 

Students Recognized for the Ml , 

Week OJ Feb. 11-14 Mrs. Hudson - Cady Osceola 


Four Year Degree Recipients 
Recognized for Excellence 


Kindergarten: Third Grade: 

Miss Robinson - Myron Billie Mrs. Clements - Erik Garcia 

Mrs. Webber - Malcolm Jones Mrs. Pryor - Bailey Tedders 

First Grade: . Fourth Grade: 

Mrs. Davis - Conner Thomas Mrs. Williams - Keyana Nelson 

Mrs. Ringstaff - Kyle Palmisano 

Fifth Grade: 

Mrs. Finney - Brooke Osceola 



Students Recognized for the 
Week of Feb. 25-29 


Kindergarten: 

Miss. Robinson - Donovan Harris 
Mrs. Webber - Marcie Osceola 


First Grade: 

Mrs. Davis - Alicia Fudge 
Mrs. Ringstaff - Lance Howard 
Mrs. Hawthorne - Jarrett Bert 


Second Grade: 

Mrs. Ball - Ivess Baker 
Mrs. Hudson - Morgan King 


Third Grade: 

Mrs. Clements - Bethany Billie 
Mrs. Pryor - Drayton Bilie 


Fourth Grade: 

Mrs. Tedders - Zeke Matthews 
Mrs. Williams - Joshua Greenbaum 


Fifth Grade: 

Mrs. Finney - Lindsey Sampson 
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Okecchobec r SL Lucie & 
Broward County Specialist 

863 - 697-8996 


7202 South U S, 1 - Port St, Lucte, FL 34952 
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By Marisol Gonzalez 

Executive Administrative Officer Amy Johns 

HOLLYWOOD — Amy Johns, Panther 
Clan, brings knowledge, as well as experience to the 
Tribe in the capacity of executive administrative offi- 
cer (EAO). She attended Arizona State University 
where she acquired a master of public administration 
degree. She also holds a bachelor’s in social work, 
with a minor in American Indian justice studies and an 
accounting operations certificate. 

Johns 

said she has 
worked for the 
Seminole Tribe of 
Florida since she 
was just a kid. 

She started off 
working with the 
summer work 
intern programs 
when they were 
known as the Job 
Training 
Partnership Act, 
or JTPA Program. 

She has worked 
under various 
departments such 
Buildings & 

Grounds, Family 
Services, 

Gaming, the 
Treasurer’s 
Office, and final- 
ly the Executive 
Administrative Office. 

Though she now works for the Tribe in an 
administrative capacity, Johns said this was not always 
the case. She recalled a time, while working with the 
JTPA Program, where she molded ditches while work- 
ing under the auspices of the Cattle and Range 
Department. Johns also worked for the Buildings and 
Grounds Department at about age 15 when she had to 
plant caladiums, a tropical foliage plant, in front of the 
Brighton Field Office. 

“To this day I hate caladiums,” Johns said, 

jokingly. 

She currently is the Tribal EAO, a job she 
brings much experience to, having worked with a 
number of other Tribes, as well an internship in the 
Arizona State Senate. Johns said that all the changes, 
with the leaps and bounds the Tribe has attained in 
recent years, should lead to “peace and stability and a 
sense of normality on a programmatic level.” 

“I am a ‘Jackie of all Trades,’ ” she said. “I 
am exactly where I am supposed to be, and I am most 
certainly am where I would want to be, so I guess it 
all worked out.” 

Johns, daughter of Bruce Waldron and Patty 
Johns Waldron, and mother of two hoys, Steven and 
Dylan, said she is happy to work with the Tribe which 
she describes as her home, heart and hfe. To work for 
the Tribe is a welcome duty and opportunity to 
enhance and promote the overall well being of the 
Tribe, she added. 

EAO Executive Assistant Laura Billie 

Laura Billie, Panther Clan, daughter of Billie 
Cypress and Lena Cypress, is originally from Big 
Cypress, though she currently resides in Plantation, 
Fla. From Big Cypress she said she moved around, 
going to Immokalee, then back to Big Cypress, and 
then to Oklahoma where she attended high school. 

After high school 
she went on to fur- 
ther her education. 
She 

earned an associ- 
ate of science 
degree in hospital- 
ity management 
from Johnson & 
Wales University 
in North Miami, as 
well as a bachelor 
of arts in public 
management from 
Florida Atlantic 
University in Boca 
Raton. She is cur- 
rently in the 
process of attain- 
ing a master of 
public administra- 
tion degree from 


Nova Southeastern University in Davie, and said she 
is slated to graduate in December 2009. 

Billie has worked in many departments with- 
in the Seminole Tribe, including positions as a secre- 
tary and an office clerk. She also interned with the 
Florida Grants and Governmental Relations office. 

She currently works under EAO Amy Johns as her 
executive assistant. If she wasn’t working as an execu- 
tive assistant, Bilhe said she would probably want to 
he in a management position, given her educational 
background. 

She said she strives to accomplish all the 
challenges set before her. She said she knows her fam- 
ily, including her one daughter, Larissa Tucker, Tribal 
community and her career are big responsibilities. 

“I like a challenge,” Billie said. “I will accept 
a challenge, hoping that I can accomplish all that is set 
before me.” 

She said she has always been interested in the 
non-profit community and helps out with charity work 
when she is asked or needed. Billie also said she has a 
great relationship with her church. 

Entertainer Paula Bowers-Sanchez 

Aspiring entrepreneur and role model are just 
two of the hats Seminole Tribal citizen Paula Bowers- 
Sanchez, Snake Clan, wears regularly. She is also the 
mother of one son, Jesse, 4, and the daughter of 
Mildred Bowers. 

Bowers-Sanchez attended and graduated from 
Hollywood Hills High School and then decided to fur- 
ther her education. She was accepted to both New 
York University (NYU) and University of Miami. She 
decided to take a step out of her hack yard, she said, 
and head up to the Big Apple to pursue a bachelor’s 
degree in psychology, with a minor in business. 

After receiving her bachelor’s degree in 
1993, she said she decided to continue her education 
at Nova Southeastern University in Davie. After com- 
pleting the program there, she received her master’s 
degree in mental health counseling. 

Bowers-Sanchez said she sees Angelina Jolie 
as a role model because she has a thriving career but 
can still manage to maintain children, her home and 
her family. She said she is also inspired by her mother 
and husband, Tony 
Sanchez, Jr. 

Bowers-Sanchez 
said her mother 
always pulls 
through with a 
smile on her face, 
even when she 
doesn’t feel well, 
and her husband is 
a hard worker. 

She said 
she is fortunate to 
he a member of 
the Tribe and 
wants to spread 
the word to other 
Tribal citizens to 
let them know 
how blessed they 
are to be part of 
the Tribe as well. 

To that end, she 
created “Seminole 
Secret,” a Public 
Service Announcement (PSA). She said she felt it was 
time for someone to say something to the youth today, 
and get a positive message across. 

“The PSA is a motivational message regard- 
ing substance abuse and going for your dream,” she 
said. “I felt it was time for someone to say something 
to these kids to go out there and do what they dream 
of doing. Like the old saying, ‘If at first you don’t suc- 
ceed, try and try again,’ ” she said. 

Since 1991, Bowers-Sanchez said she has 
provided financial consulting services to the Tribal 
casinos through her company, Native American Cash 
System Florida, Inc. She said she wanted to work with 
the Tribe to help with overall financial advancement. 
She also owns her own production company. 

With an ultimate goal in mind, acting on the 
primetime hit series CSI, she said she hopes that by 
having the ability to produce she will also be able to 
star in her own show one day. She said she also loves 
to sing and act. 

For more information on Bowers-Sanchez, 
and to view “Seminole Secret,” please visit: 
www.myspace.com/comdance or www.youtube.com 
and search for “Seminole Secret.” 



Marisol Gonzalez 

Amy Johns 






Paula Bowers-Sanchez 
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Jumper Attends School for ASL Interpretation 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — 

Hollywood is taking classes : 
Language (ASL), the domi- 


leam and has also started 
studying the Spanish lan- 
guage so she can help the 


Tribal elders overcome the language barrier when 
Cagey Jumper of they visit Miami. 

n American Sign It is estimated that between 500,000 and 

two million people use 
ASL everyday. In fact, the 
Plains Indians used sign 
language as an inter-lan- 
guage to communicate 
between various Tribes and 
settlers that didn’t have 
share a common language. 

Jumper, Otter 
Clan, daughter of Alan 
Jumper and Eva Billie, said 
she is excited about devel- 
oping her new communica- 
tion skills and the positive 
prospects she envisions for 
herself. 

“I could be a true 
Indian telling our story and 
our heritage, letting the 
deaf community find out 
more about us,” she said. 

Jumper said she 
hopes to help out with her 
new skills as a sign lan- 
guage interpreter for the 
Felix DoBosz Seminole Okalee Village or 
Cagey Jumper demonstrates some of her Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
American Sign Language skills. a ^ er s ^ e graduates. 


Susan Etxebarria 

Joshua Greenbaum receives a heart-shaped award for best poster. 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — The stu- 
dents at the Pemayetv Emahakv 
Charter School raised an outstand- 
ing amount of money for a nation- 
wide American Heart Association 
(AHA) fundraiser known as Jump 
Rope for Heart. In two weeks 
time, 112 students brought in 
donations totaling $7,800. 

To celebrate a successful 
fundraiser, the students who col- 
lected at least $5 were invited to 
attend the Jump Rope for Heart 
party, held on Valentine’s Day in a 
roped off area of the parking lot. 

The physical education 
teachers set up numerous jump 
roping games, and other super- 
vised physical activities for the 
youngsters to enjoy. But first, 

Physical Education Teacher Pam 
Matthews made the announcement 
to the students, who all cheered 
when they found out just how 
much money was raised. 

“This money goes to the American Heart 
Association for research and education because heart 
disease is the number one killer in our country,” 
Matthews explained. 

“I used to work at a school with 750 students 


and Pemayetv with 150 students raised a lot more 
money than they did,” she added. 

The teachers, staff and Principal Russell 
Brown clapped for the students’ generous efforts to 
help others. 

“I am very proud of our students,” Brown 

said. “The effort they have put in for 
this event has been tremendous. 
Knowing that these monies are going 
to help others has provided incentive 
for our students.” 

“We are in the midst of a 
very caring and supportive communi- 
ty, therefore our school is continuing 
that drive by instilling the need to 
assist others,” he added. 

Winners were also 
announced during the party for the 
best poster and for the student who 
collected the most money. Rylee 
Osceola was the champion fundraiser 
bringing in $604. Joshua Greenbaum 
won the contest for best poster. 

The afternoon was spent 
jumping double-dutch and single 
ropes and various jumping contests. 
At the end of the celebration, students 
lined up to do a giant limbo. 

After the donation check is 
sent off, the AHA will deliver prizes 
to the students at school including 
sports bottles, T-shirts, jump ropes 
and more. 


Susan Etxebarria 

Lanie Sedatol (C) jump ropes her way to a healthier heart. 
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New Kid 



Welcome, welcome, welcome 
to Lauren Louise Jumper, who was 
bom on Jan. 19. She weighed 5 pounds, 
5 ounces and measured 18 1/2 inches. 


Mommy and daddy are very blessed t( 
have you here with us. 

Lots of hugs and kisses, 

Mom & Dad 


Birthdays 



In Memoriam 


In loving memory of 

Clarence Leon Avila 


Mv Only Wish 

To see your smile, would light up my life 

To hear your voice, would lift my heart 

To only feel your touch, so warm and 

gentle would mean so much 

To have you at my side 

To hear the whisper of your lips 

To feel your warm breath on my face and 

see your face close to my own 

To have you make me feel wanted & never 

alone 

To stop the world and he with you if only 
for an hour is my only wish that we are 
together 

My thoughts and memories are of you in 
every tear! 


Always, 

Susan Erin Billie 


In loving memory of 

Duane Marlon Tigertail 


In loving 
memory of D-Box. 
Happy belated 
birthday on Feb. 16 t 
Duane Marlon 
Tigertail. Even 
though you are gone, 
you will always be 
in my heart and my 
friend. May God 
continue to bless 
your family, 
remember that I 
love you! 

Love, 

Carolee 

Anderson 



Happy 4th birthday to Shyla 
Whitney Holata on March 29 and Happy 
1st birthday Maycee Marrie Holata on 
March 20. We hope you both have an 
awesome birthday! 

Love always, 

Dad, Mom and Taylor 

Happy birthday to Jesse 
Mitchell. We love you! 

Love always, 

Wesley, Jewel and Valerie 

Happy birthday to Amelia Renee 
Sanchez on March 17. You are mommy’s 
little girl always! You are thought of in so 
many ways always praying the Lord 
protect and provide. May all the Angels in 
heaven, Joe included, keep you under their 
wings and bless you to have a very special 
happy birthday. I love you, Moo-Moo! 

Love, 

Mom 
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Classifieds 


Francoise’s Barbershop: 

6782 Stirling Road, Hollywood, Fla. 
33024, (954) 987-1309, (954) 471- 
2469. Where everyone is welcome. 

Skin fade, fade, layer cut, flat top, 
unisex color, highlights, correction 
haircut, kids and seniors. Enjoy the best 
old fashioned hot shave in town! 
European facial, waxing, $25 spa 
pedicure and manicure combo. 


$16 an Hour / Part-Time 
(Armed) Position Available: The 

Wackenhut Corporation is currently 
hiring qualified candidates for one part- 
time position at the Big Cypress 
Seminole Indian Reservation (Ah-Tah- 
Thi-Ki Museum), an eight hour, 
overnight assignment (32 hours). 

Applicants must have prior law 
enforcement/corrections certification 
(any state), military or police experience 
to qualify. 

Please apply in person at our 
Ft. Myers Office (The Wackenhut 
Corporation, 2830 Winkler Ave., Suite 
101, Fort Myers, FL 33916), Monday- 
Friday, from 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Wednesday until 7 p.m. Please call 
(239) 768-0808 for more info. 

For a complete listing of the 
basic qualifications for this position 
visit: www.wackenhut.com. 


26th Annual National American Indian Conference on 
Child Abuse and Neglect: ‘ Protecting Our Children ’ 


Date. Location 

April 20-23, 2008 
Sheraton Bloomington Hotel, 
Minneapolis South 
7800 Normandale Blvd. 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55439 
Reservations: 1-800-325-3535 
$121 Per Night, Plus Tax 

Registration 

Early-bird: $360, Before March 28 
On-site: $425 
Presenters: $100 
Registration Form Can Be 
Downloaded at 
www.nicwa.org/confrerence 

Questions? 

Isla Dane, Event Manager 
(503) 222-4044, Ext. 144 


About the Conference 

With the passage of the Indian 
Child Welfare Act (ICWA) almost 30 years 
ago, Tribal sovereignty began to he 
recognized not only on Tribal lands, but 
also in state offices and courts. Congress 
began to accept the important role that 
tribal governments play in ensuring the 
well-being of their children and families, 
and ICWA provided the opportunity to 
make those tribal resources available. 

While ICWA is well known for 
the role it plays in helping individual 
Indian children and families, what is not 
always recognized is the role it plays in 
strengthening Tribal communities. ICWA 
has sparked countless grassroots efforts in 
Tribal communities across the country and 
continues to be a catalyst for the 
resurgence of traditional methods of 
protecting and nurturing Indian children. 

Tribal governments have also 
experienced increased opportunities to 


pursue agreements with and better services 
from state and private agencies that serve 
Indian children and families. As a result of 
ICWA, promising practice and relevant 
policies continue to emerge from related 
services, including juvenile courts, mental 
health and substance abuse treatment, 
juvenile justice, and resource and training 
centers. 

This year’s conference will focus 
on the future of Indian child welfare and 
how each of us, Tribal leaders, Indian 
child welfare workers and other 
stakeholders, share the important 
responsibility in continuing this work. 

Workshops and presentations will 
feature innovative strategies to effectively 
meet the needs of our children and 
families through strong, collaborative 
partnerships. Please join us as we gather in 
beautiful Minneapolis, Minn., to leam 
from each other and build positive 
outcomes for Indian children and families. 


Attention Tribal Citizens: 

Seminole Broadcasting 
is seeking a self-motivated, 
energetic Tribal citizen to take 
on the responsibilities of 
assistant director in the 
department. This great 
opportunity is 
open to 
any 
Tribal 
citizens 
with a 
four year 
degree in business, 
media arts, video production, 
broadcasting, communications 
or any other related field. 
Applications available in the 
Human Resources Department 
or at www.semtribe.com. 
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Poems 
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I MYRNA 


A Warrior’s Beat 

These tears that I write may never find an 
end as these pieces of this puzzle of life 
blow helplessly in the winds of sins 
As I ride the sorrows of yesterday on the 
wings of shattered dreams this nightmare 
that I have been living no longer has a 
silent scream 

I have fought the demons of loneliness, 
addiction, hurt, and pain this enemy has 
left me battered staggering in my shame 
Grinning, laughing and celebrating as 
defeat was to he my last breath but deep 
within a Warrior cried not ready to fail 
life’s test 

Reaching up to the Heavens as I found 
myself down on my knees I cried my tears 
and asked for His mercy and a reason to 
believe 

I felt that healing power from somewhere 
deep within and then a voice broke the 
silence freeing me from my sin 
Reaching up into the Heavens this battered 
warrior he did reach as our ancestors of 
long ago danced and chanted to a Warriors 
Beat 

— Vandell Billie 
2008, P.C.P. 


Tears of a Stranger 

The lies did not know the love and love seen 
the lies that became a Miccosukee disguise, 
deep in beauty but no where near the truth as 
your eyes of mischief became a silent 
goodbye 

With words of nothingness a heart did feel 
the flames the flames that were enhanced by 
the poison that you embedded in my veins, 
intoxicated by your virtue that had me 
staggering in libidinousness addicted was I 
to the nights of pleasure and one more lie 
Dying by the wants that made me its slave 
mastered by love that became a sacrifice and 
an early grave Fighting for survival with the 
hands of time, a feeling sheltered by its 
innocence behooves a lover’s rhyme A 
whisper of infinity the memory will always 
be like a dream of that night that somehow 
befitted reality, this nothing last forever 
when the truth is rarely told 
As the garment of sorrow entwines a soul of 
life he sure that you have the puissance to 
with stand the daily strife 
Tears of a stranger 

— Vandell Billie 
2008, P.C.P 


Seminole Tribe 

From deep within I hear the whispers but 
our history and our culture leads my soul 
from the beginning of our existence The 
Great Spirit has never loosened 
His hold, in and out of battle He gave our 
Warriors the will to survive and because of 
them today we live representing that 
Seminole Pride 

With smiles of achievement we still walk 
the enemy’s line of addiction, hurt, pain 
and sorrow of the many hes they try to 
deny 

We withstood their Act of Removal and 
became a thorn in their side, now we dance 
and celebrate the victory of our Seminole 
Tribe 

With 50 years and counting Unconquered 
is who we are but if truth be told and let it 
be told we been here since the beginning 
of time 

Panthers, Birds, Otters and Snakes, Bears, 
Big Town, Winds and Deer; lets let our 
clans grow within and express our pride 
through our Seminole Tribe 


— Vandell Billie 
2008, P.C.P. 


Fly Away With Me 

I never show my feelings but these tears I had to cry 
it gets so empty here without you my friend I need 
you by my side 

I know you see my sadness and the pain I try to hide 
there’s no way for me to disguise this loneliness 
inside 

You never said goodbye on how I wish you were 
here but tonight you fly your freedom on the wings 
of a Heavenly flight 

Your smile is my reason and your love gives me the 
flight there’s never an answer to my questions no 
matter if it’s wrong or right 
Yesterday is just a memory but I’ll never let it go 
tomorrow might never come so for tonight I’ll hold 
you close 

I thank you for the joy you give and the hand to wipe 
my tears you opened up my eyes for me and taught 
me how to see 

So spread your wings and fly, fly away with me take 
me to that paradise where love last for eternity 
Lets take our chances across this sky and leave this 
world of make believe lets fly come on angel lets fly 

Dedicated to everyone who has lost someone special 

— Vandell Billie 
2008, P.C.P. 


Thug Passion 

Thug Passion, bald heads, gold teeth, pants 
sagging 

Pistol grips, money drops, the dice rolls as we all 
try to beat the clock 

Old school Caddies, rag tops, 30s and lows with 
them six 12 in the back 
Scarface dreams so one creates a team another 
neighborhood homie chasing them triple beams 
One shot to hot another burning sensation hut you 
can’t stop 

Money over matter as your blood becomes your 
sweat day in and day out busters try to weaken 
your grip 

No where near the top but this game never stops 
now you’re in too deep where you breathe and 
sleep another world they call the streets 
No rules, no love, but it’s the life of a Thug, Thug 
Passion. 

— Vandell Billie 
2008, P.C.P. 


One steel door locks me in, 

A cell of stone and steel, 

Forty-eight square feet of room; 

Fear is what I feel. 

I see the hurt and all the pain 
In this place each and everyday 
So why should I smile? 

What’s to take my fear away? 

Yes I’m a prisoner at HCI 
But not in my heart you see; 

Because there’s someone special, 

Who’s always here with me. 

So don’t feel bad because I’m here, 

You see there’s a good part. 

I have my bible and my faith and Jesus in my 
heart. 

He alone gives me strength to hang on 
Hope to face each day. 

When things get rough I close my eyes, 

And see Him when I pray. 

He will never leave me nor forsake me. 

— Stacey Doctor Sanchez 
Homestead Correctional 


The Day Was Bright and New and Felt So Warm (Prose Poem) 


Someone once came up to me and said, 
“Oh, so you’re the poet who didn’t know it, aren’t 
you?” “Yes,” I replied, going about my business. 
But get this, not only am I the poet who didn’t 
know it, but I also saw a chance to make a 
difference, and didn’t blow it. Besides, how else 
can a voice be heard through chaos? And how else 
can a scream work through to a change? I see fog 
encircling the cypress hammocks and I hear tragic 
warhorses thundering across the reservations. I’ve 
painted scenes inside a Seminole world growing 
up. When I was young, my grandmother would 
pray and smile and care for me in her camp in Big 
Cypress. Now the reservations are expanding and 
we’re moving on into the future and the Hard 
Rock is here and yet the fog still rolls in. Even so, 
I see golden sunbeams have etched sacred poetry 
upon my heart and I want to forge ahead and 
create now, rather than destroy. After all, we’re 
talking about illuminations of the soul here, if you 
will. I remember days when we didn’t hardly have 
anything, clawing and scratching away for every 
little morsel in the long Seminole night. I’ve been 
to boarding schools and I’ve sold arts and crafts to 
tourists and even tussled with alligators. I’ve 
consulted with elders and galloped horses across 
the Big Cypress skies in orange-red sunset 
visions. I’ve drank and smoked and done a lot of 
other damaging things, too, but now I realize 
there’s so much more to life than that. You see, 
this a chance to finally make a difference. And 
even the most illustrious poets will tell you that 
poets hardly ever make a dime from poetry, but 
that’s okay for me, that’s all right, for I’ve seen 
the light! I’ve been to the iron jails and prisons 
and I’ve finally seen the light! I can hear the 
fierce poetry rappin’ out on reservations, 
Seminole-Style, rhymin’ and free-stylin’, but, did 
you know the Seminole voices are emerging now, 
ascending, rising up from the sawgrass teeth and 
through the asphalt and concrete, sprouting up 


from mansions and chickees and the steady 
progress of the day. And that’s quite a change 
from the days when sky-blue armies ranged 
throughout the land to either kill us, or send us 
away to the desolate west. I’ve attended schools 
right around here, and yet, it was elsewhere, I 
studied the wrong ideas of how things should be. 
But I’ve said it before and I’ll say again: It’s not a 
bad thing to feel deeply, or to think profoundly 
about anything and don’t ever let anybody tell you 
any different, either. Speak your poetry proud and 
let em know and tell em the poet said so. Let it 
flow. And just so you know, I’m a poem 
converting into silver lightning across the sky! 

And I know I can’t turn back now. I’ve roamed 
these nights and I’ve stolen in these stores, hut 
beheve you me, that’s not the way to he. I’ve 
prayed to the Maker of Breath in my lowest 
moments, but the cold world brought it to me, 
anyways, and sent me into exile for awhile “with 
all my imperfections on my head.” But down in 
the dust, I could sense radiant ships coming in and 
asked, “When do we begin the journey and when 
do we start anew?” That’s when Peace gazed into 
my eyes. She sang a tender note while holy tears 
streamed down her face. Her pain was a thirst that 
nourished me and washed away the tainted past, 
recalling only the shinning moments. Hollywood 
reservation was where I grew up: Hot in the sun 
and wet in the rain and partly insane. And yet, I 
can still hear mystical birds in flight, singing 
songs of love and poetry and when I held her hand 
in mine, Peace kissed me so deeply and prismatic 
colors danced within my prayers, within my 
dreams, and I wrote of Seminole life in the 
modem day, and the day was bright and new and 
felt so warm. 

— Elgin Jumper 

Hollywood, 2008 
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Preparing to cut the ribbon in celebration of Seminole beef (L-R): Big Cypress/Immokalee Board 
Representative Cicero Osceola, Chairman Mitchell Cypress, Brighton/Tampa Board Representative 
Johnnie Jones Sr., President Richard Bowers Jr., Brighton/Tampa Council Representative Roger Smith. 


Seminole Beef Debuts at The Ark in Hard Rock 


By Chris Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD — The Tribal Board of 
Directors beefed up their business interests, literally, 
on March 10. After a ribbon cutting, held in the food 
court of the Hard Rock Hotel & Casino, Seminole 
beef will now be sold at one of the Tribe’s own 
eateries, The Ark, located in the food court. 

As part of the Tribe’s new and developing 
partnership with the U.S. Department of Interior’s 
Office of Indian Energy and Economic Development, 
as well as other Native American Tribes, in a push 
toward continued diversification. The ultimate plan for 
this venture is to expand Tribal interests by both 
selling Tribal beef in Hard Rock franchises and 
beyond for distribution. 

“We’ve been working on this for several 
years, trying to get the right combinations together 
throughout the years and this year happened to be the 
one that we pulled through by reorganizing people 
across the country with their beef and our Seminole 
beef,” Board President Richard Bowers Jr. said. “What 
we are doing is maintaining the cattle from the feed- 
yard, to the slaughterhouse, to the packaging and 
bringing it right back here — so it is one big circle — 
and the dollar will go around in our community longer 
than it would before it goes out.” 

“This is all at the forefront and cutting edge 
of what we do,” President Bowers added. “We always 
try to be the leaders and try to make things happen 
especially in the casino world, and now it is happening 
in the beef world.” 

With one of the largest herds in Florida, 
raising cattle is nothing new for the Tribe. The 
relationship dates back several centuries, with current 
estimates at about 15,000 head in stock yards. 

Two other major concepts to Seminole beef 


are the use of electronic identification (or EID) 
tagging and the “all-natural” rearing of the animals. 
EID provides real time ear-tagging on the cattle for 
farm use and administrative purposes until 
slaughtering. “All-Natural” means there is no use of 
extra implants or hormones in the beef. 

Nineteen year Natural Resources Dept. 
Director and Cattle Manager Don Robertson said his 
line of work can be challenging for most; he admits 
however that cattle and ranching has been a way of 
life for the Seminole people for centuries, with the 
first cattle coming to Florida with the Spanish settlers 
in 1521. He said those nearly 500 years of experience 
allow the Tribe to enter into cutting edge business 
ventures like this one. 

“This is a dream that we started and talked 
about four years ago and it was a dream that me and 
Richard [Bowers Jr.] started,” Robertson said. “[We 
were] thinking that instead of selling the cattle when 
they are 6-8 months old, we could put our brains 
together and start thinking . . . instead of the middle 
man making money off of our cattle we could just take 
those cattle from the pasture when the calf is bom all 
the way to the plate,” Robertson said. 

President Bowers, a third generation 
cattleman himself, echoed Robertson’s statements. He 
also said economic advancement ventures like this one 
will ultimately benefit all Seminole Tribal citizens. 

“I really want to dedicate the presentation to 
the elder Tribal members that have been taking care of 
the cattle with the cattleman all their lives,” he added. 
“It’s a great day for them to see it all actually being 
used and it actually being sold to ourselves and 
making that dollar go around.” 



White Bison's 7th Annual 
Wellbriety Conference 

Healing the Hurts: The Youth and Families Speak 
(Understanding the Power of Forgiveness] 
April 17-19, 200 S IVUnnea polls, MN 


White Bison's 7th Annual Wellbriety Conference will focus 
on giving participant the opportunity to explore (he is- 
sues surrounding Inlergeneratkmal iraurma and develop 
skills and gain resources thal will help (hem to work to- 
wards individual and communily healing. 
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Try our Full Travel Service 

Cruises Hotels + Airlines 
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t ertainment 

Premium Seating For 
All Local & National Events 
Concerts ★ Sports ★ Theatre 

For All Events Call; 

(305) 444-TIXX (8499) (800) 8818499 
Visit us at: www.preferredultimate.com 


Upcoming Events: 

Mary J Blige/Jay-Z 
Moody Blues 
Def Leppard 

WWE 

Rush 

Bruce Springsteen 
Charlie Daniels Band 
The Cure 
Chicago 
Kanye West 
Reba 
Bon Jovi 
Santana 
BB King 
Radiohead 
Avril Lavigne 
Eric Clapton 
Tim Mcgraw 
Police 

Lynard Skynard 
Tom Petty 


We Deliver * All Major Credit Cards Accepted 
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ANOTHER HISTORIC MILESTONE FOR THE SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA 


HOLLYWOOD GOES VEGAS 



LOTS 


Our casino is packed with hundreds 
of the hottest Vegas- style slots and 
video poker in ail denominations. 
Plus, loads of thrilling new slots are 
arriving daily, so stop in today to 
play your favorites! 


HOLLYWOOD. FI 


NOW PLAYING AT 
SEMINOLE HARD ROCK 
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♦ Seminole Way, Hollywood, FI ♦ semfnolehardrocknoiiywooa.com 
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Huge Selection Of 
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New Ford 
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BE SURE TO ASK FOR 
HECTOR ISABEL ( 954 - 593 - 2586 ) 

Service And Parts Specials # » 

Always Available! come 
By Or Just Give Us A Call! 
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Seminole Tribe Participates In Agricultural Tour 

Mary Jene Koenes Leads Tour of Tribal Lands 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — The Collier County office 
of the University of Florida/Institute of Food and 
Agricultural Science offers an annual tour to stimulate 
interest in agriculture, urban horticulture and 4-H 
youth programs. On March 12 they transported four 
busloads of individuals to local farms, citrus groves, 
the farmer’s market and a luncheon buffet at historical 
Roberts Ranch in Immokalee. 

The keynote speaker during their visit to 
Immokalee was Seminole Tribal citizen Mary Jene 
Koenes. A third generation Big Cypress cattle owner, 
she began ranch work as a child and has taken part in 
every phase of the cattle program at one time or 
another, from working the pens to fence building. As a 
youngster, she said she participated in 4-H, as did her 
children, and now her grandchildren. 

During her two presentations that day, 

Koenes recounted the Tribe’s beginnings in the cattle 
industry and explained how it became the fifth largest 
program in Florida. She also explained how important 
beef is to Florida’s agricultural economy. 

According to Koenes, the Tribe has taken 
steps to produce high quality meat and put safety 
standards in place that will ultimately benefit the 
consumer. She provided a brief explanation of the 
electronic identification system and the Seminole 
Tribe’s new Pasture to the Plate Program that is 
currently being implemented. 

Continuing into the field of Tribal citrus, 
sugarcane and vegetables, her audience was amazed 
by the vast economic impact that the Seminole Tribe 
has upon South Florida. She also explained the Tribe’s 
commitment to ecological preservation, discussing 


water resources, quality control and strengthening the 
ecology of the depleting Everglades. 

Koenes was surrounded by people following 
each presentation who hoped for an opportunity to ask 
her questions or to take a photo with her. Many also 
expressed gratitude and said they hope to see Koenes 
on next year’s tour. 



Judy Weeks 

Mary Jene Koenes speaks to participants on the 
Collier County Agricultural Tour. 



Judy Weeks 

Mary Jene Koenes (C) was surrounded by people with follow-up questions after she completed her 
presentation about the Tribe and agriculture. 
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4-H Members Attend Steer Clinic 


Steer Weigh-In Held in Conjunction 




By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — The Immokalee and 
Brighton Seminole 4-H Steer Club members prepared 
for the annual 4-H Show and Sale at a steer weigh-in, 
held on Feb. 23. They also participated in a Steer 
Clinic coached by Indiantown, Fla. cattleman and 
experienced 4-H livestock judge Zach Conlin. 

Arriving in the afternoon with their steers 
loaded on semi-trailers, there were some nervous 
youth on hand. The 4-H’ers all hoped their steers 
would weigh-in as close as possible to the upcoming 
show’s qualifying weight of 1,000 pounds. 

Those whose steer did not make the 
qualifying weight would have about a month left to do 
so before the actual 4-H Show and Sale. 

Besides weighing their cattle, the steers were 
also hoisted into a mechanical contraption that holds 
them very still to trim their hoofs. Dane Hendry of 
Sebring, Fla., a bovine foot speciahst, explained that 
some cattle become pigeon-toed or develop hoofs that 
are cupped out because of untrimmed hoofs. This can 
cause the animal to walk with an uneven gait and can 
affect the judging of the steer. 

“Trimming their hoofs can make them walk 
better and makes them look better,” said Hendry. 

In the Steer Clinic following the weigh-ins, 


Susan Etxebarria 

Christine Osceola, and her dad Reno, watch Dale 
Hendry as he trims the hooves of her steer. 


Susan Etxebarria 

Cattleman Zach Conlin instructs Erena Billie on 
how to lead her steer. 


Conlin discussed how to correctly position an animal 
for judging. He said it is important to show a good 
posture that emphasizes the animal’s muscle and 
dimensions. 

Conlin then had the 4-H members walk 
their steer in the ring so he could analyze how 
well they lead and handled their bovine. He told 
the 4-H’ers that the most important thing to do 
when entering the show ring is to “make — and 
maintain — continual eye contact with the 
judge.” 

Conlin said the second rule in the ring 
concerns safety. He explained to the youth how 
to keep their steer in line and not let them crowd 
other people and cattle. 

“You’ve got to he aware of other 
people in the ring,” said Conlin. 

He then took time to work with each 
youngster, advising them how to keep control of 
their steer. 

Conlin then explained how to properly 
use the show stick in the ring. The 4-H Steer 
Club members practiced for an hour with the 
trainer and learned many useful techniques that 
can help them win prizes at many livestock 
shows and sales to come. 



By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — Seminole 4-H Director 
Polly Hayes (foreground) and her assistant, Lizina 
Lamb (Left, Rear) watch a few of the 4-H Steer 
Clinic participants during the segment on grooming 
and showmanship in Immokalee on Feb. 23. 


The clinician, Luke Hamlet, proved to be 
an excellent instructor and worked with the 
youngsters in a hands-on atmosphere. Hamlet 
passed along the benefits of more than 12 years in 
4-H, during which time he showed on a national, a 
well as local level, with extreme success. 
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Collectors, Enthusiasts Attend ‘PumtationaT 

Pirn Auctioned to Raise Money for Local South Florida Charities 


By Chris Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD — There was a 
“Garden of Good and Evil” theme in the Hard 
Rock Cafe on Jan. 26-27 when the Hard Rock 
Cafe Pin Collectors’ Club kicked off the first 
Hard Rock pin trading event of the New Year — 
the Pinvitational. 

At the Pinvitational, pins and pin 
collections were auctioned off to the highest 
bidder, with proceeds benefitting South Florida 
charities. The auction included pin collections 
from six different countries as well as a five piece 
set of the legendary rock band KISS. 

Proceeds from the event benefitted the 
Seminole Tribe’s Boys & Girls Club, the Humane 
Society of Greater Miami and the Humane 
Society of Broward County. According to Boys & 
Girls Club Director of Development Robert North 
Sr., half the proceeds from the auction and raffles 
went to the three organizations. 

North said assisting other clubs in 
Florida and around the country is the goal of the 
Tribe’s Boys & Girls Club donating their portion 
of the proceeds. 

“The impact of all of this is huge, for 
everyone involved,” he said. “It’s some pretty 
cool stuff.” 



Chris Jenkins 


Pin collectors (L-R) Jeff Smith of Vero Beach, Fla., 
and Gary Ababney of San Francisco, enjoy the event. 


Chris Rock Entertains Sold- 
Out Audience 

Emmy® award winning comedian and 
actor Chris Rock entertained a sold-out Hard Rock 
Live audience on Feb. 11. 

Rock lived up to his reputation as one of 
the most entertaining, hard-hitting stand-up 
comedians to date, discussing topics including 
relationships, politics, race and gender. 



Chris Jenkins 

Chris Rock 


Chefs Table Opens in Tampa 
Hard Rock High Limit Area 



Chris Jenkins 


Celebrity chef Michelle Bernstein (L) is hard at 
work inside the newest luxury dining showcase 
experience, Chef’s Table, inside the High Limit 
Gaming Area of the Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 
Hollywood. It features a 30-seat dining room that 
will be used to showcase the cooking process as 
well as state-of-the-art appliances, cooking tools 
and a studio to accommodate live broadcasts. 


Leaving 


Ant a In T* Dmm 


if 


Common 

World 



Behind.., 

Full lurnim Dest,* 

Cum du Window Th£aEihhT3 

EbifcnTJuNtfEh-r CturESB 

FL'WkrBIIIKiEJ 

CdClAfillNAlidH WUh 

Outbid* CohTFtwTQR* 



? i 



Rf ^ 



Vi T i 


Phtomr. 954.aM.H5S3 

' ' 


Fa* S54 GH 



G A,UADr-iiaH@wri.L!iauTn m-t t 





Hard Rock Welcomes Vegas-Style Slots 


Members of the Tribal Council, and special guest pull the levers in unison (L-R): Hulk Hogan, Roger 
Smith, David Cypress, Max Osceola, President Richard Bowers Jr., and Chairman Mitchell Cypress. 


All Private Schools are 
Not Created Equal! 


By Chris Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD — 

It had all the excitement of 
Vegas, just on a smaller scale 
at the Hard Rock Jan. 28. 

The Tribe celebrated 
yet another milestone as glitz 
and glamour, indoor 
fireworks, and even a 
celebrity appearance, 
highlighted the mark of the 
much anticipated and official 
welcome of Vegas-style slots 
to the public in South Florida. 

Members of Tribal 
Council, along with 
government leaders and the 
media, gathered for the event 
in a celebration of years of 
patience and perseverance. 

“This is good for our 
players, good for the 
Seminole Tribe and good for 
the state of Florida,” said 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress. 

Hollywood Tribal 
Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. 
also offered remarks during the 
event. 

“I thank the Creator for 
this, and I thank our elders who 
prepared us for this,” he said. 
“They didn’t know it was going 
to happen in the future, but it is 
something they knew was going 
to happen and they prepared us.” 


“This is the 
closest you can get to 
Vegas,” both said. “We 
love the Hard Rock and 
we were here four years 
ago when they opened.” 
The new 

machines will feature 
many of the most popular 
game titles including: 
Wheel of Fortune, Hot 
Shot, Cleopatra, Blazing 
7s and Triple Diamond. 
New games will include: 
Playboy, Carnival of 
Mystery, Golden Monkey, 
Millionaire Sevens, 
Mayan Riches and Lion 
Dance. 

Slots will also be 
installed at the six other 
casinos of the Tribe, 
although no specific 
schedule has been set. Under the 
compact agreement, blackjack, 
baccarat and other house-banked 
card games at Seminole casinos 
will also take affect. No dates 
have been set, however, for the 
introduction of blackjack or other 
games. Preparation has begun in 
ordering equipment and hiring 
and training dealers. 

President Richard 
Bowers Jr. and legendary wrestler 
Hulk Hogan also spoke. 


Chairman Mitchell Cypress welcomes 
attendees to the debut of the new games. 


In what is now an 
estimated $28 billion industry, 
Seminole Gaming Chief 
Executive of Operations James 
Allen said it best. 

“Now, we have the 
opportunity to compete on an 
even playing ground,” he said. 

With machine 

denominations ranging from one 
cent to $1,000, and nearly 1,000 
slot machines installed, longtime 
patrons Peter and Mary 
Rodriguez were excited. 
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Tribal Council 
Meets in 
Hollywood 

By Chris Jenkins 

HOLLYWOOD — The Tribal 
Council met in Hollywood on March 17. 
They passed 3 1 resolutions on the agenda, 
including: 

Resolution 15: Service line agree- 
ment (230’ x 25’) between Glades Electric 
Cooperative, Inc. and the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida - Big Cypress Seminole Indian 
Reservation; 

Resolution 16: Service line agree- 
ment (305’ x 25’) between Glades Electric 
Cooperative, Inc. and the Seminole Tribe 
Veterans Building - Brighton Seminole 
Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 17: Service line agree- 
ment (1,580’ x 5’) between Embarq FKA 
Sprint-Florida Inc. and Johnny Osceola for 
location of a buried telephone cable - 
Brighton Seminole Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 18: Amended fishing 
permit regulations for the Big Cypress, 
Hollywood and Brighton Reservations; 

Resolution 19: Approval of 
engagement letter with Deloitte & Touche 
LLP for Services performed; relevant to 
the series 2008A (taxable) Special 
Obligation Bonds Offering memorandum; 
ratification of execution by the Chairman 
of the Tribal Council; 

Resolution 20: Approval of 
engagement letter with McGladrey & 
Pullen, LLP for services performed rele- 
vant to the series 2008A (Taxable) Special 
Obligation Bonds Offering Memorandum; 
ratification of execution by the Chairman 
of the Tribal Council; 

Resolution 21: Verizon business 
service agreement between the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida and Verizon Business 
Network Services, Inc.; ratification; 

Resolution 22: Revision of travel 
policy and establishment of travel proce- 
dures; 

Resolution 23: Fire Cooperative 
Agreement between Seminole Tribe of 
Florida, Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc. 
and Bureau of Indian Affairs to assist on 
Fire Management Activities on Tribal 
Lands of the Seminole Tribe of Florida; 

Resolution 29: Issuance of permit 
for access and construction of a Sheetpile 
Weir and Rock Rip-Rap on the C-41 Canal 
- Brighton Seminole Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 30: Donations of 
Tribally-owned vehicles to Tribal members 
and donation of a Chevrolet Micro School 
Bus to Harvest Fellowship; 

♦ See COUNCIL, page 2 


Annual Junior Cypress Cattle Drive Returns to BC 

Honorary Trail 
Boss Joe Osceola 
Sr. Recognized 

By Judy Weeks 

BIG CYPRESS — 

Approximately 600 people participated in 
the 12th Annual Junior Cypress Cattle 
Drive, held March 29 on the Big Cypress 
Reservation. After sharing a bountiful 
breakfast buffet at Billie Swamp Safari, 
the cowboys and cowgirls made their way 
to the cattle pens at the end of West 
Boundary Road. 

Paul Bowers kicked off the event 
by recapping the experiences of previous 
years and giving a brief overview of things 
to come for any new riders. Next, Moses 
“Bigg” Jumper Jr. provided a short history 
of the cattle drives and discussed Junior 
Cypress and the other elders responsible 
for establishing the Tribe’s cattle industry. 

Beginning with the Spanish introduction of 
cattle to Florida and the whole Western 
Hemisphere, Jumper talked about the evo- 
lution of Cracker cattle and horses and 
their eventual effect upon the Seminole 
economy. 

“Today’s event is a replica of the 
original drive that brought cattle, pur- 
chased from the Apaches, overland to 
Brighton and Big Cypress from Bassinger, 
at the railhead north of Lake Okeechobee,” 
he said. “In poor health, many did not 

Riders push the cattle down West Boundary Road in Big Cypress during the 12th annual Cattle Drive. 

❖ See CATTLE DRIVE, page 14 



Chris Jenkins 


Hard Rock Hosts 1st Annual 
Shareholder Meeting 


By Elgin Jumper 

HOLLYWOOD — Seminole 
Tribal citizens joined the Tribal Council 
and invited guests in the ballroom of the 
Hollywood Hard Rock Hotel on April 5 for 
the 1st Annual Shareholder Meeting. 

The meeting began with a tradi- 
tional prayer delivered by Betty Clay 
Osceola. Following Osceola, meeting 
attendees were treated to several video pre- 
sentations conducted by Jim Allen, Tribal 


Gaming CEO, and Hamish Dodds, presi- 
dent and CEO of Hard Rock International. 

In addition to the members of the 
Tribal Council, Tribal dignitaries, includ- 
ing Chief Operating Officer Elrod Bowers 
and General Council Jim Shore, also 
attended the meeting. 

The various video presentations 
were not only educational, but entertaining 

❖ See SHAREHOLDER, page 2 



Elgin Jumper 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress (L) interacts with Tribal leaders, Tribal citizens and 
Hard Rock executives during the question and answer portion of the meeting. 



Judy Weeks 

The Naples community children welcome the Easter Bunny to their party. 


Easter Bunny Visits Naples 


By Judy Weeks 

NAPLES — On March 22 the 
Easter Bunny hopped his way onto the 
grounds of the Collier County Museum 
to visit with the members of the Naples 
Seminole Community. 

With approximately 50 people 
in attendance, the fabled hare had to 
deliver a multitude of baskets to the stage 
of the pavilion chickee, containing pres- 
ents appropriate for all ages. Prior to his 


arrival, a magician and balloon artist 
entertained the children with his antics 
and taught them a few slight of hand 
tricks. 

“Easter brings the promise of 
resurrection and renewal of life,” said 
Naples Liaison OB Osceola Jr. “What 
better place to enjoy this miracle than in 
the heart of a cypress head or oak 

♦ See EASTER, page 9 


Culture Day Teaches Brighton Youth Seminole Ways 

Tribal Girls Learn Frybread Making, Boys Woodcarving 



Susan Etxebarria 

Culture Teacher Jenny Shore (L) shows Cady Osceola how to make frybread and 
Culture Education Dept. Director Lorene Gopher (Left, Back Row) works with 
Sunni Beardon and Aiyana Tommie as their homeroom teacher watches. 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — On March 19 the 
Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School hosted 
Culture Day to teach Seminole youngsters 
two important facets of their culture — 
frybread making for the girls and wood- 
carving for the boys. About 150 students, 
in kindergarten through fifth grade, partici- 
pated in Culture Day. 

Making Indian frybread is a culi- 
nary art generally passed down from moth- 
er to daughter or from grandmother to 
granddaughter. The tasty bread is made 
without a written recipe which is why the 
taste and texture can vary depending on the 
bread maker. 

“This is how our ancestors made 
bread a long time ago,” said Jenny Shore, 
culture education teacher. “They cooked 
fry bread in the outdoors and we want the 
girls to see how things used to be. Only the 
girls learn to make fry bread; the boys 
learn to carve. That’s our tradition,” she 
said. 

There were numerous instructors 
and volunteers present for the interactive 
demonstration, held at the Cultural Village 
at the Fred Smith Rodeo Grounds. Lorene 
Gopher, Laveme Thomas, Selena Billie, 
Shirley Sampson, Amy Clay, Jenny Shore, 
Ginger Jones, Jo Leigh Jumper, Edna 
Tommie and Alice Sweat were all eager to 


train the girls how to mix the dough and 
cook it in a hot skillet over an open fire. 

Each girl received a large bowl 
which the teachers scooped a handful of 
flour into before adding water to the dough 
and mixing it by hand. The preparation and 
cooking of the dough over a hot fire 
requires practice to achieve perfection. 

The male students learned the art 
of woodcarving from Preston Baker, Victor 
Billie, Leroy Osceola and Danny Jones. 

Other activities that took place 
included learning Seminole legends from 
storyteller Martha Jones, assisted by 
Cultural Education Teacher Nancy Shore. 
Jones captivated the youth with a puppet as 
she told the legend of The Mother 
Opossum and the Box Turtle. Jones told 
the children every legend has a moral, a 
message that guides a child to make the 
right decisions in fife. 

“It is important to know the leg- 
ends if you are Seminole,” she said. 

Jones asked the students if they 
knew any Seminole legends they would 
like to share and a number of children 
spoke up and shared. 

Creek Language and Seminole 
History Teacher Jade Braswell played 
alphabet, number and word games in 

♦ See CULTURE, page 30 
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Big Cypress Veteran’s 
Memorial Grand Opening 


By Denise Freund 

With great pleasure, we 
announce the grand opening ceremony 
of the Veteran’s Memorial at Big 
Cypress Reservation. Months of plan- 
ning and construction will soon come 
to an end resulting in a breathtaking 
display, centered around a massive 
granite wall inscribed with the names 
of all the Seminole Veterans. Facing 
this massive wall will be a large 
bronze statue of a Seminole Warrior. 
Truly, a symbol of the strength and 
courage of each soldier. 

In honor of all veteran’s 


Chairman Mitchell Cypress would like 
to invite all Seminole Tribal members 
and their families as well as all tribal 
employees to join us in the grand 
opening ceremony of the Big Cypress 
Veteran’s Memorial and Memorial 
Day celebration on Thursday, May 29, 
2008. The ceremony will begin at 
10:00 a.m. and last approximately 2 
hours. We will be serving lunch fol- 
lowing the ceremony. 

Please keep all of our soldiers 
both past and present in your heart and 
in your prayers. 



Tribune Reporter Relocates 
to Big Cypress 


Beginning 
March 31, Seminole 
Tribune Staff 
Reporter Chris 
Jenkins relocated 
from the Hollywood 
Reservation to the 
Big Cypress 
Reservation to service 
the reporting needs of 
the Big Cypress, 

Brighton, Immokalee, 

Ft. Pierce, Naples and 
Tampa communities. 

He is the Tribune s 
first full-time reporter 
to work outside of the 
Hollywood 
Reservation. 

Chris’s 

office will be located 
in the Broadcasting 
Department Offices in 
the Family 
Investment Center. 

All Tribal citizens and 
Tribal departments 
requesting story cov- 
erage should please 
contact Chris in his 
office at (863) 902- 
3217, Ext. 13339, or Chris Jenkins, Seminole Tribune reporter 

on his cell at (863) 

228-2881. He can 

also be e-mailed at be CC’ed to Seminole Tribune Editor 

chrisjenkins@semtribe.com; please be Elizabeth Leiba at elizabethlei- 
advised that all e-mail requests should ba@semtribe.com. 


The Seminole Tribune 

I f you need a reporter or you would like to submit an article, birthday wish or poem 
to The Seminole Tribune, please contact the Editor-In-Chief Virginia Mitchell at (800) 
683-7800, Ext. 10725, fax (954) 965-2937, or mail to: The Seminole Tribune, 3560 
N. State Road 7, Hollywood, Florida 33021 


T he following deadlines apply to all 
submissions for inclusion into The 
Seminole Tribune-. 

Issue: May 30, 2008 

Deadline: May 14, 2008 

Issue: June 27, 2008 
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Issue: July 25, 2008 

Deadline: July 9, 2008 


Please note: Late submissions will be 
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❖ Shareholder 

Continued from page 1 

as well. During one of the presentations, 
those in the audience learned there are 
more than 130 Hard Rock locations in 47 
countries, all of which are owned by the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida. The videos also 
outlined the Tribe’s prosperity with the 
Hard Rock thus far. 

“It was the deal of the century 
when the Seminole Tribe of Florida was 


able to purchase the 
Hard Rock,” said 
Allen “I think that’s 
something a lot of 
people should be 
proud of.” 

Additional 
topics of discussion 
at the gathering 
were: Review of the 
First Year, Five Year 
Business Plan, 
Updates on 



Hamish Dodds, CEO of Hard Rock International, addresses 
Tribal citizens at the shareholder meeting. 



Tribal Gaming CEO Jim Allen opens the shareholder meeting. 


Marketing and 
Public Relations, as 
well as other crucial 
matters. 

“The future 
seems really bright,” 
remarked Frank 
Moore Jr., after see- 
ing the video pre- 
sentations. “The 
Tribal Council's 
done a great job. 
They’re pointing us 
in the right direc- 
tions, and we’re hir- 


ing the right people. That’s what we need.” 

Dodds then took the stage to 
address the assembled Tribal citizens. 
Dodds spoke on the Hard Rock’s central 
concerns such as: memorabilia authenticity, 
customer service and philanthropy, among 
other topics. 

“I think the Tribal members 
received a lot of information from this 1st 
Annual Shareholder Meeting,” reflected 
Chairman Cypress afterward. “The future’s 
looking really good. And I think it’s very 
good what Jim Allen and Hamish Dodds 
have accomplished, so that we’re success- 
ful and will continue being successful.” 


❖ Council 

Continued from page 1 


Resolution 3 1 : Cancellation 
(write-off) of outstanding Tribal Council 
Loans of deceased Tribal members; 

Resolution 32: Gordon Wareham 
copyright license agreement for DNA 
Website; 



Chris Jenkins 

Miss Florida Seminole Jennifer 
Chalfant updates the Tribal Council on 
her journeys as the 2007-2008 princess. 



Members of the Haskell Indian Nations University softball team visited the Tribal 
Council during there trip to South Florida. 


Resolution 33: Seminole Indian 
Casino-Coconut Creek Class III Gaming 
approval; ratification; 

Resolution 34: Approval of 
Agreement with Seminole Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino - Hollywood for the 
Seminole Princess Pageant; 

Resolution 35: Approval of con- 
struction loan disclosure and agreement for 
residential construction projects managed 


by the Seminole Tribe; 

Resolution 36: Bank of America 
Corporate Purchasing Card Account 
Agreement; limited waiver of Tribal sover- 
eign immunity; and 

Resolution 37: Ford Motor Credit 
Company Indian Tribal Government 
Lease-Purchase Agreement No. 49990 as 
amended by schedule 4999057; waiver of 
sovereign immunity. 


Casey McCall Memorial Grass Dance 



y brother, Steven Bowers, my 
daughter, Christine McCall, and 
myself, Casey’s mom, would like 
to thank all the grass dancers that made 
their way down to Florida to be a part of 
my son’s Grass Dance Special. I’ve been 
told that this is a first for a special this big 
to be held anywhere. 

My intention was not to be big, 
but to honor my son in the way that he 
lived his life — which was grand, over- 
the-top, bold, first and the best — and 
that’s what Casey was known for. I’m sure 
he loved every minute of it and that he 
would also have appreciated all the grass 
dancers for coming down to his special. 


The following is a list of winners 
from the three-day event: 1. Wesley Windy 
Boy, 2. Randel Paskemin, 3. Rusty Gillette, 
4. Adam Nordwall, 5. Julius Not Afraid, 6. 
Lakota Clarmont, 7. George Growing 
Thunder, 8. Tarrence Goodwill, 9. Buck 
Spottedtail, 10. Darrel Bolton, 11. Delbert 
Wapass, 12. Royce King Bird. 

Hopefully in a few years I will be 
able to do another special for Casey, but 
right now it is time to let him rest. 

I would like to thank my friends 
for coming down to help me out with 
Casey’s Special. They are: Salina No Ear, 
Howard “Junior” Todume, Sean Spicer for 
those beautiful plaques, Claudia Spicer, 


Jonathan Windy Boy, Lawrence Baker, 
Ronnie and Lillian “Tweety” Good Eagle, 
Dale Old Horn, Sidrick Baker and his 
drum Mandiree, John Bearstail, Leonard 
Baker and Wade Baker, all the way down 
from Minot, N.D., Sidrick’s wife Alanna 
for the beautiful Grass Dance outfit she 
made, Francine Osceola for those beautiful 
T-shirts, they came out better than we 
expected, and a very special thanks to 
Melissa Sherman who stayed on top of all 
orders for Casey’s memorial special. 

Sincerely, 

Wanda Bowers 



Here Yesterday, Gone Today 


By Jarrid Smith 

I’m not one to complain, that has never been my forte. 
However, I believe this instance gamers my complaint. 

For too long now I’ve known the ills of Rez life, 
regrettably almost always resulting in incarceration or death. I 
can’t even count on my hands and toes anymore the number of 
my friends who have fallen to this ... disease. That’s what it is; a 
disease that currently doesn’t have a cure, a disease that not 
only infects its victims but also has residual effects on their 
families as well. 

Being Seminole, I realize that what happens to one of 
us essentially happens to us all. This means that I don’t look at 
these incidents as only a failure by those who were involved, 
but also a failure of our community as a whole. If young people 
are our future, as I’ve heard said so many times over, and fer- 
vently believe myself, then why is it that we allow them to 
destroy themselves ... essentially destroying apart of our future 
right along with them? 

I realize I’m not alone in my feelings but I also realize 
that nothing is being done in a broader context to remedy the 


current situation. The focus has been to treat each case as indi- 
vidual, but more importantly it has been to treat it after there 
have been symptoms. This method is too late for most people to 
be able to recover. Why not inform and inoculate from a very 
young age, as is done with many diseases today? 

Not too long ago measles, smallpox or polio could kill 
a person, whereas today one rarely if ever hears about an out- 
break. Could the same not be done for this “Rez Disease?” I 
believe it could, and I’m willing to put forth my time and effort 
into finding that cure. However, do we as a community and 
Tribe have that same willingness? This disease has spread wide 
and affected all; let us not allow it to claim more victims. 

This is a tribute to my childhood friend James Girtman 
who recently fell victim to the Rez Disease in one of its many 
manifestations. Not only to him, for he is just the latest, but also 
to Tiffany, Paige, Kiel, Dustin, Garrett, Cody and countless oth- 
ers who I’ve known personally. Words have meaning, but only 
when backed by action. Let us act to help our young ... to help 
our future. 
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Felix DoBosz 

Graduating Class 08-01 displays the silver badge-shaped plaque they made and presented to the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida at the ceremony on March 21. They are: (L-R) Firefighter/Medic Bryan Russo, 
Firelighter/Medic Ryan Boehm, Firefighter/EMT Steven Bromhead, Firelighter/Medic Jonathan 
Hernandez, Firefighter/EMT John Light, Firefighter/Medic James Sundberg, Firefighter/EMT Jason Press, 
Firefighter/EMT Oscar Castillo, Firefighter/EMT Christopher Muxo and Firefighter/Medic Nicholas 
Simone. 


Chris Jenkins 

(L-R) Brighton Council Rep. Roger Smith, NAFOA President Bill Lomax, President Richard Bowers Jr., 
Frank King, managing director with Merrill Lynch, and Trail Liaison William Osceola. 


NAFOA Acknowledges Tribe for 
Hard Rock Acquisition 

Tribal Officials Attend Annual Conference to Accept Award 



EMS Class 08-01 Honored at 
Graduation, Badge Ceremony 



of the entire class, thanked the Tribe and all the EMS 
chiefs and instructors for their support. 

Also on behalf of graduating Class 08-01, 


By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — On March 21 the 
Seminole Department of Emergency Medical Services 
(EMS) held a graduation and 
badge ceremony for the 10 
men who completed their six- 
week boot camp course to 
become certified Seminole 
EMS Department employees. 

The 10 Class 08-01 
EMS recruits are: 

Firefighter/Medic Ryan 
Boehm, Firefighter/EMT 
Steven Bromhead, 

Firefighter/Medic Oscar 
Castillo, Firefighter/Medic 
Jonathan Hernandez, 

Firefighter/EMT John Light, 

Firefighter/EMT Christopher 
Muxo, Firefighter/EMT Jason 
Press, Firefighter/EMT Bryan 
Russo, Firefighter/EMT 
Nicholas Simone and 
Firefighter/ Medic James 
Sundberg. 

Assistant Director of 
EMS Chief John Cooper host- 
ed the ceremony, held in the 
Hollywood Tribal Auditorium, 
and introduced the evening’s 
guest speakers. 

Director of Seminole 
Recreation Moses “Bigg” 

Jumper Jr., wearing ceremonial 
regalia, and representing the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida, welcomed everyone to the 
ceremony and delivered the invocation to the graduat- 
ing Class 08-01. 

“Years ago we had to wait hours and hours 
sometimes when somebody was either hurt or needed 
some kind of emergency aid, so we’re proud and very 
honored to have this group of men graduating here 
tonight,” he said. 

EMS Director Charles V. Lanza then 
addressed the gathered graduates, department person- 
nel and guests. He said this was his third graduation 
ceremony since he started with the department last 
year. 

“When we hire fire fighters, we try to hire the 
people that will meet our expectations,” Lanza said. 
“There’s a lot of rigors in this department; there’s a lot 
of rigors in this job . . . We found the 10 best people in 
our community right now, and they’re graduating 
tonight.” 

“In a few minutes you’ll stand and take the 


firefighters’ oath, that all of us in the fire service have 
done,” he added. “Please don’t just say the words, but 
live those words, and remember they should last you 
your entire career.” 

Class 08-0 l’s instructors were introduced by 
Chief Frank Ransdell to applause from the gathered 
guests in the audience. Jonathan Hernandez, firefight- 
er/medic, and class leader, was also introduced. He 
said he was honored to be in the class and, on behalf 


Hernandez presented a three-foot tall shiny silver 
badge-shaped plaque to the Seminole Tribe of Florida, 
and read a heartfelt poem. It has become tradition for 
each graduating class to make a plaque for the Tribe, 
which they present at the badge ceremony. 

Seventeen started the training but only 10 
graduates satisfactorily completed all the course 
requirements. They read the oath in unison, officially 
becoming sworn in. Lt. Olen Price then presented a 15 
minute video which displayed photos of the strenuous 
training sessions the young recruits endured in order to 
complete the program. 

Operations Chief Robert Suit offered a clos- 
ing statement to the graduates. 

“About six weeks ago I met these men when 
they first reported in,” Suit said. “I was there to meet 
them and they had a look on their faces of concern and 
a little bit of anticipation. I told them that day ‘It’s 
going to take three things to get through this: dedica- 
tion, determination and perseverance.’ You men found 
all three of those, and 
here you are tonight, and 
I congratulate you.” 

“This profession 
. . . requires sacrifice; 
you’re going to have to 
work nights, weekends 
and holidays,” he added. 
“If your shift comes up 
on a holiday, believe me, 
I expect you to come to 
work. Don’t call in sick 
unless you are sick. And 
if you are, I will visit 
you in the hospital that 
day.” 

Many in the 
audience had a hearty 
laugh over that comment; 
however, there is truth to 
it. Currently, there are 
120 EMS Dept, employ- 
ees serving all Seminole 
reservations. They work 
in shifts 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week, 365 
days a year. 

During the pin- 
ning ceremony, Capt. Bill 
Press, father of graduate 
Jason Press, and 35 year 
veteran officer with the 
Miami-Dade County Police Dept., had the honor of 
being the one to pin his son’s badge on. 

“I’m very proud of my son and I’m not disap- 
pointed at all that he chose fire fighting over law 
enforcement,” Press said. “I’m very proud of this 
organization, I can’t thank Chief Lanza and his staff 
enough for the fine job that they did. They made him 
into a better man than he was before.” 



Felix DoBosz 

(L-R) Miami-Dade County Police Captain Bill Press pins his son, Jason Press’, 
badge on him as EMS Chief Chuck Lanza looks on. 


By Chris Jenkins 

SAN DIEGO — The Seminole Tribe of 
Florida was acknowledged for one of its most success- 
ful and accomplished business moves by the Native 
American Finance Officers Association (NAFOA) on 
March 26. The award presentation coincided with 
NAFOA’s annual Spring Conference, held March 25- 
27 at the US Grant Hotel in San Diego. 

NAFOA presented its inaugural financial 
leadership award — or Large Deal of the Year award 
— to the Tribe, as well as the business firm Greenberg 
Traurig, and the financial management and advisory 
firm Merrill Lynch, for their acquisition and structur- 
ing of the Hard Rock International franchises in 
March 2007. 

President Richard Bowers Jr., Brighton Tribal 
Council Rep. Roger Smith and Trail Liaison William 
Osceola were on hand to accept the award on behalf 
of the Tribe. 

“I think this is a great testament to hard 
work,” President Bowers Jr. said. “It has been a great 
journey to come here and share with everyone.” 

Gitxsan Indian Nation member and NAFOA 
President Bill Lomax said the Seminole Tribe is an 
inspiration and that this deal pushes all Native 
American Tribes to dream and achieve. 

“All of a sudden it has been done before,” 
Lomax said. “For [NAFOA] it was a fantastic situa- 
tion. It allows us as an organization to show what 
other Tribes can do.” 


NAFOA is a national not-for-profit organiza- 
tion focusing on the financial success of Tribal entities 
as part of a continuing effort toward building financial 
strength of Tribal governments and enterprises as well 
as providing educational forums and resources, 
according to its website. For more information, please 
visit nafoa.org. 





(L-R) NAFOA President Bill Lomax presents the 
award to President Richard Bowers Jr. at the 
NAFOA conference. 
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Marisol Gonzalez 


Fans (L-R) Janies Holt, Sheila Corona, Jo Motlow North, Leoma Poore, Austin Billie and Paul Buster watch 
R.C. North’s performance. 

North Performs at South Florida Starbucks 



By Marisol Gonzalez, 

HOLLYWOOD — R.C. North, 18, came to 
the stage prepared to shine. This was his fourth time 
performing at various Starbucks locations throughout 
South Florida. 

His friends and family came out to support 
him as well as enjoy the music and the beverages. 


Marisol Gonzalez 

R.C. North performs for the crowd. 


Employees and customers of the Sheridan Plaza 
Starbucks, located only about two miles from the 
Hollywood Reservation, were also intrigued by his 
performance. Bringing a variety of music with songs 
that he wrote himself, he also sang songs by artists 
including U2, The Rolling Stones and The Beatles, just 
to name a few. North showed joy and enthusiasm as he 
sang his heart out for the crowd, belting out 
more than a dozen songs. 

North has been a singer/songwriter for 
the past five years. His ultimate goal is to go 
into music and movie production. 

“Being able to perform at the 
Starbucks is pretty cool and a great 
opportunity,” he said. “Performing is one way 
that I can express myself.” 

Robert C. North Sr., R.C.’s father, said 
he is very supportive of his son and of what he 
does. 

“I am a very proud father and it’s 
amazing for R.C. to compose and arrange all of 
his lyrics,” he said. 

In addition to his dad, mother Jo 
Motlow North, aunt Leoma Poore and uncle 
Dana Poore were also in the crowd to support 
R.C. 

“R.C. grasps all really well and he is 
good at what he does,” said Dana Poore. 

R.C. is also scheduled to perform with 
his band Hybiskus at this year’s Gathering of 
the Nations pow-wow in Albuquerque, N.M. 
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O’Hara Tommie Joins EAO Team 


By Marisol Gonzalez 

HOLLYWOOD — In October 2007, 
O’Hara Tommie joined the Executive Administration 
Offices (EAO) team as executive assistant to EAO 
Amy Johns. 

Besides working in Seminole Wholesale 
before moving to the to EAO office, Tommie has 
worked for the Tribe in many capacities for years. 
Starting at 14-years-old, he worked in what is now 
called the Summer Work Experience Program, where 
he helped in a few maintenance and building and 
grounds functions throughout the Tribe. 


“I don’t think there is any other place I 
would rather work,” Tommie said. “I know that if I 
work anywhere else no one would inspire me. Here, I 
can always go to the elders that have never given up, 
and they motivate me.” 

Tommie was bom in Ft. Pierce and said he 
still considers himself to be a Ft. Pierce native. He 
grew up in Brighton and then went back to Ft. Pierce 
where he attended Westwood High School. Tommie is 
a member of the Bird Clan, and the father of three 
children. 

He acquired a bachelor’s degree in both 
business administration and accounting from Keiser 


College in Tallahassee before moving to Hollywood. 
He is currently working on his master’s degree in the 
field of leadership management, also at Keiser. He 
said his ultimate goal is to attend Florida State 
University and receive a Ph.D. in leadership 
management or administration. 

In addition, Tommie is a licensed realtor and 
an air conditioning technician with certification from 
the North Technical Education Center in West Palm 
Beach, where he completed a two year apprenticeship 
to obtain his subcontractor’s license. He also had a 
chance to work with the Florida Governors Council of 
Indian Affairs when he was just 
16. 

As a youngster, Tommie 
said he was always taught to go 
to school and come back and 
work for the Tribe — and he has 
definitely done just that. He 
started out with the Seminole 
Preschool, where he was the 
secretary in charge of the 
bookkeeping. Then he went on to 
work with Brighton Casino. 

Other departments he has worked 
in include; Housing, Okalee 
Village and Information Systems. 

Tommie has also 
worked with Hollywood Board 
Rep. Gloria Wilson during her 
first term in office. While there, 
he did many things to help Tribal 
citizens with money marketing, 
investments and real estate. He 
also wrote the association 
guidelines that are still being 
used today in the Ft. Pierce 
Reservation’s housing 
development, Chupco’s Landing. 

In his current position, 
he works with a financial literacy 
class to help the Tribe manage money and prepare the 
youth for the future. 

“Everything I do today makes the future 
better for the ones younger than me,” Tommie said. 

His mother and his family are a big part of 
inspiration to him, he said. He considers himself to be 
a role model to his children and would like to see 
more of the youth of the Tribe work within the Tribe. 

Tommie said he believes in the Tribal 
leadership. If the timing was right, he would he would 
seek an elected position, however, said he likes being 
in the background and wants to get a lot done in his 
current setting. 



Housing Dept Financial Workshop 
Provides Beneficial Info to Tribal Citizens 



By Marisol Gonzalez 

HOLLYWOOD — Nearly a dozen Tribal 
citizens gathered at the Hollywood Headquarters 
auditorium lobby on March 19 to learn more about 
financial readiness. 

Roberta Robinson and Raul Sigler Jr., 
financial advisors from the Housing Department, led 
the workshop. They discussed how to manage bank 
accounts, understanding a credit score and credit 
report and preparing for homeownership, among other 
topics. 

The two are both certified with First Nations 
Oweesta Corporation, a South Dakota-based Native 
economic 
development 
firm, in financial 
education 
training. 

Guest 

speaker and 
Assistant Vice 
President and 
Market Manager 
from the 
Hollywood and 
Ft. Lauderdale 
branch of 
Eastern Financial 
Credit Union 
Sean Chaderton 
also spoke at the 
workshop. 

Chaderton spoke 
about the 
benefits and 
differences 
between credit 
unions and other 
banking. 


The Housmg Department began havmg these 
financial readiness workshops in February, with their 
first stop at the Big Cypress Reservation. They are 
scheduled to visit each reservation in the coming 
months, with workshops scheduled to be held in 
Brighton on May 21, Immokalee on June 18 and 
Tampa on July 23. 

At the end of the workshop, each attendee 
will receive a certificate of completion, which is 
necessary to proceed with housing projects. 

For more information, or to reserve a space, 
please call (954) 966-6300, Ext. 11724 or 11725. 


The participants interact with the instructors during the workshop. 
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Tour guide Glenn Wilsey gets ready to take the group on the Exclusive Tour swamp buggy, which seats up 
to six, versus the swamp buggies used on the regular tour, which seat up to 32. 


Swamp Safari Debuts New Eco-Tour 


By Shelley Marmor 

BIG CYPRESS — On April 1, staff at Billie 
Swamp Safari added the Exclusive Swamp Buggy 
Eco-Tour to their line-up of ways tourists and locals 
alike can experience the Florida Everglades. 

This tour will differ from the swamp buggy 
tour previously offered at the Safari in several ways. 
First, guests will tour the 2,200-acre eco-park on 
smaller swamp buggies that accommodate up to six, 
versus the older buggies that can hold up to 32, 
designed especially for this tour. 

According to Billie Swamp Safari Park 
Director Ed Woods, one of the main reasons for 
adding the exclusive tour is that many guests wanted a 
private tour with their own guide. 

The exclusive tour will last between 90 and 
120 minutes, whereas the previous tour is only one 
hour. It will begin unlike the previously offered tour as 
well. One of the four guides assigned to this tour will 
greet guests in the Gift Shop with a baby alligator or 
some other local “critter,” according to Woods. 

The guide will then take guests to the Swamp 
Water Cafe for the “Taste of the Everglades” portion 
of the tour. While there, they will get a chance to taste 
some Seminole delicacies including frog legs, gator 
nuggets, fiybread and hearts of palm. 

After departing the Swamp Water Cafe, 
guests will board their swamp buggy for a 
personalized tour of the Florida Everglades. The 
smaller size of the swamp buggies on this tour will 
allow them to go off the designated trail that the larger 
buggies must follow, according to one of the exclusive 
tour guides, Glenn Wilsey. 

Wilsey and the three other guides were 
selected by Woods because of their vast knowledge of 



Marisol Gonzalez 

Glenn Wilsey demonstrates how to start a lire, 
which Seminoles of the past had to do in order to 
cook their food. 


figs and more. Wiley also identified the sable palm 
tree, which, when the outer layers are removed, give 
way to the edible hearts of 
palm that guests had the chance 
to sample during their Taste of 
the Everglades at the beginning 
of their tour. 

In addition, Wilsey 
also demonstrated how the 
Seminoles used to start fires 
many years ago using only 
some flint rock, a piece of iron, 
a piece of fabric and some 
husks from a palmetto tree. He 
was able to start the fire in 
about 20 seconds, but said the 
Seminoles of the past could do 
it much faster. 

At the conclusion of 
the tour, all guests will receive 
a special memento to take 
home. 

For more information 
or to book a tour please call 1- 
800-GO-SAFARI or visit 
www.seminoletribe.com/safari. 
Exclusive Buggy Tour prices 
are $375 for up to four; $425 
for up to five; and $475 for up 
to six. 
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One of several American bison that call Billie Swamp Safari home can be 
seen on the Exclusive Swamp Buggy Eco-Tour. 


the Everglades. Wilsey said 
he grew up on the Tamiami 
Trail, and has been giving 
eco-tours in South Florida 
for 17 years, with one and a 
half of those years spent at 
Billie Swamp Safari. 

On a dry run of the 
tour, held March 24 for 
members of the media, 

Wilsey put his knowledge to 
the test as he discussed the 
animals and plants that call 
the Swamp Safari home. 

As the tour 

progressed, the swamp 
buggy passed by several 
native Floridian animals that 
live at the Safari including 
the Osceola turkey, wild pig 
and black vulture. There 
were also other animals 
seen along the way, many of 
which used to live at zoos, 
including the ostrich, 

American bison and Asian 
water buffalo, all of which 
Wilsey was able to identify 
and discuss. 

He also pointed out 
several plants along the 
way, including the cypress 
trees that Big Cypress is 
named after, bay laurel 
plants, which produce bay 

leaves, resurrection ferns, Guests on the Exclusive Tour will also get to see animals such as the ostrich 
Brazilian pepper, strangler roaming freely throughout Billie Swamp Safari’s 2,200 acres. 
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Tribal citizen Willie Johns (Third from Right) familiarizes the Valcon Group students with the important 
native medicine plants requiring preservation when instituting Army Corp of Engineer projects. 


Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum Hosts 
Seminar for Army Corp of Engineers 


By Judy Weeks 

BIG CYPRESS — The Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum hosted an educational seminar for 23 stu- 
dents and four facilitators from the Valcon Group, a 
contractor for the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers. The 
seminar lasted four days and began on March 1 1 . 

The Valcon Group is responsible for the 
training of future Army Corp employees, who will be 
involved in mitigation projects, natural resource 
development and ecological studies. Native American 
Lisa Shortbull is the curriculum coordinator, which 
aims to familiarize the students with the archeological 
and cultural heritage of the First Americans. 

Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Education Coordinator Diana 
Stone put together a comprehensive on-site program 
to introduce the students to Florida and its rich Native 
American background, which she said must be pre- 
served for future generations. The Seminole Tribe’s 
conviction to preserving the past for future generation 
is felt and seen throughout the museum. 


Setting up camp at the Museum Ceremonial 
Grounds, the students experienced firsthand the 
Florida landscape with its native plants and animals 
which play such an important role in the culture and 
heritage of the Seminole s. 

Crowding years of education into a very lim- 
ited time frame, the museum staff held a round table 
discussion for Valcon students to ask questions. Chief 
Historic Resource Officer Tina Osceola, Water 
Resource Director Craig Tepper, Tribal Preservation 
Officer Willard Steele, Museum Director Anne 
McCudden and staff members Willie Johns, Brian 
Zepeda and Everett Osceola participated in the round 
table discussion. 

Their four-day classes also included a swamp 
buggy tour through the Billie Swamp Safari, a discus- 
sion of Florida’s ecology and plant preservation, 
canoe making, a craft demonstration, storytelling, 
stomp dancers and an archeological history of the 
region. 



By Ramona Kiyoshk 


[Editor s Note: Ramona Kiyoshk is a free- 
lance writer and member of the Ojibway First 
Nation of Walpole Island, Ontario. The opinions she 
expresses are her own. She can be reached at 
satin.moccasins@gmail. com.] 

American Indians and the Law attempts to 
clarify a murky and troublesome subject — Native 
American sovereignty. The author, Bruce Duthu, a 
member of the United Houma Indian Nation, is the 
vice-dean of academic 
affairs and professor of 
law at the Vermont Law 
School. Citing poignant 
examples from history 
and key court cases, 

Duthu brings lucidity 
and perception to a 
greatly misunderstood 
area of American histo- 
ry. The newly released 
cloth-bound volume, 
clearly presented in 
four parts, became 
available in February 
2008. 

Native people, 

Duthu points out, have 
a unique place in 
American society, dif- 
ferent from other 
minorities. From the 
very beginning of their 
relationship with 
Europeans, the Indian 
Tribes of America were 
regarded as a sovereign 
nation with their own 
political power. 

According to 
their sovereign status, 

Native Americans 
should have negotiating 
powers with the U.S. 

Congress regarding 
how they conduct busi- 
ness in their territories, 
and today Tribal lands 
are called reservations. 

How they live, receive 
education, work, wor- 
ship, and conduct their daily affairs should be deter- 
mined by Tribal governments. 

Still the U.S. government applies a heavy 
hand in controlling how Tribal councils do things, 
and at one time, even legislating some Tribes out of 
existence. The legal status of sovereignty lies buried 
in a haze of misinformation, misunderstanding, 
racism, suspicion and confusion, conjuring up a vari- 
ety of contradicting scenarios. 

Forced removals, land grabs, and the board- 
ing school system are historic examples of how a 
conqueror would treat a subjugated, defeated nation. 
Wherein lies the sovereignty? 


Today, America’s jails hold a disproportion- 
ate number of American Indians, and the population 
as a whole is the most economically desperate and 
poorly educated on the continent. In the 1960s and 
70s, activism that resulted in violent clashes forced 
the U.S. government to take notice of the discontent 
in Indian Country. 

More recently, the emergence of tax-free 
tobacco shops and gaming facilities on Tribal lands 
made the government 
aware that Native 
Americans intend to 
take control of their 
own destinies. 

As well, offi- 
cial policies that contin- 
ue to refer to Native 
people as dead or dying 
are insulting. The U.S. 
government has been 
holding our funeral for 
hundreds of years. In 
the 1800s, Andrew 
Jackson predicted our 
demise and tried to 
expedite it. “Wild Bill” 
Hickock’s Wild West 
Show depicted Indians 
as a curiosity; a dying 
chapter in history. 
Museums even display 
Native art and history 
next to dinosaur 
exhibits. 

My favorite 
story is one from the 
Introduction of Duthu’s 
book. In 1913, 

President Taft officiated 
over a groundbreaking 
ceremony on Staten 
Island, N.Y., where a 
monument was to be 
erected to the “departed 
race.” If plans had 
materialized, today the 
bronze statue of a 
young brave would be 
towering a good 15 feet 
in height over the 

Statue of Liberty. 

As that great American writer Samuel 
Langhome Clemens, better known as Mark Twain, 
wrote: “Rumors of my death have been greatly exag- 
gerated.” 

This book should he court-mandated read- 
ing for all citizens. Every American and every new 
arrival can stand to take an honest look at the Native 
peoples who share this land. For Native Americans, 
it will he a refresher course. With reinforced insight 
into their vital past and pride in their dynamic pres- 
ent, Native Americans will be able to move into the 
future with dignity and determination. 
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Princess Attends 34th Annual Pow-Wow 

Chalfant Represents Tribe at Denver March 




By Wanda Bowers 

DENVER — 

Each year, Miss Florida 
Seminole attends the 
Denver March Pow-Wow, 
and no matter who she is, 
she never fails to make 
lasting friendships. The 
2007-2008 Miss Florida 
Seminole Jennifer Chalfant 
managed to do the same 
this year as she warmly 
greeted those she met at the 
34th annual pow-wow. 

As we do every 
year, the Seminole delega- 
tion met up with the high 
school students from 
Flandreau Indian School in 
Flandreau, N.D., along 
with the school’s Color 
Guard, Princess Kateri 
Velasquez, drum group and 
teachers Ronald and 
Lillian Goodeagle. 

Although we 

received a warm welcome 

from the Denver March Pow-Wow Emcee Lawrence 
Baker, and the Flandreau High School students, we 
were met with a very cold Denver weekend. It was 20- 
30 degrees most of the weekend, eventually leading to 
snowfall on the night of March 22. 

However, this didn’t deter Chalfant from 
staying at the Pow-Wow and dancing several inter- 
Tribal dances with Brittney Yescas, Miss Florida 
Seminole 2006-2007, and Miss Flandreau Kateri 


Submitted by Wanda Bowers 

(L-R) Jasmine Wallette of North Dakota, Tashina Leekity of New Mexico, 
Miss Florida Seminole Jennifer Chalfant, Miss Flandreau Indian School 
Princess Kateri Velasquez (Apache), Starling Robinson of Nebraska, Dalta 
Green of South Dakota and Jesse Morrison of Colorado. All in uniform rep- 
resent the Flandreau Indian School Color Guard; the school is located in 
Flandreau, S.D. 


Velasquez during the three-day pow-wow, held March 
21-23 at the Denver Coliseum. 

In addition to her royal duties, Chalfant also 
got to do some shopping there at the Pow-Wow. We 
tried to look at all die vendors’ merchandise, hut there 
were so many of them we would only get so far before 
hearing the emcee call for drum roll call, which meant 
Miss Florida Seminole had to get hack, get ready and 
get in line for Grand Entry. 

In the Grand Entry, 

Chalfant joined about 70 other roy- 
als who represented their Tribe, 
club, school or organization. Some 
of her fellow royals on hand includ- 
ed Miss Indian Nations Sheri Wright 
and Denver March Princess Amanda 
Jo Ironstar, who gave us a warm 
welcome to her pow-wow, to name a 
few. 

In addition to the Seminole 
princess, several Tribal citizens also 
attended the pow-wow including: 
Louise Billie, Louise Osceola, Joe 
Junior Billie, Charlotte Bowers, Paul 
Bowers Sr. and a few others. They 
all said they saw Miss Florida 
Seminole in the Grand Entry and 
said she looked great. 

On the last day of the pow- 
wow, March 23, Miss Florida 
Seminole got to make one more 
Grand Entry before saying goodbye 
to her new friends and returning 
home. 


Submitted by Wanda Bower: 

(L-R) Flandreau Indian School teacher and Denver March Pow- 
Wow committee member Lillian Goodeagle, Miss Flandreau Indian 
School Princess Kateri Velasquez (Apache), Miss Florida Seminole 
Jennifer Chalfant and Flandreau Indian School Cultural 
Coordinator Ronald Goodeagle. 
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NICWA President Honors Tribe with Award 



Chris Jenkins 


National Indian Child Welfare Association (NICWA) Policy Committee Chairman Theodore S. Nelson 
(C) presents the Tribe and Tribal Council an award on behalf of NICWA for their support and contri- 
butions. NICWA is a nonprofit organization that supports and addresses the issues of child abuse and 
neglect through training, research, public policy and grassroots community development. 


Seminole Citizens Express Themselves at Show 

First-Ever Seminole Expression Night Held 


By Marisol Gonzalez 

HOLLYWOOD — 

Seminole talent was out in full force 
on the evening of March 3 1 as friends 
and family gathered in the Hollywood 
Tribal Auditorium for the first ever 
Seminole Expression Night. 

Seminole Expression Night 
was the brainchild of Elgin Jumper 
and Moses “Bigg” Jumper Jr. The 
two, who organized the event, wanted 
to give Tribal citizens and employees 
an opportunity to express themselves 
by sharing music, poems and even 
stories. 

“This event gives a way of 
letting people and youth express their 
arts and gifts,” Moses “Bigg” Jumper 
Jr., himself a poet, stated. 

Co-creator Elgin Jumper 
echoed Moses Jumper’s sentiment 
about the importance of creative 
expression. 

“Self-expression is important 
and this was set up to bring out talent 



Marisol Gonzalez 


Moses “Bigg” Jumper Jr. shows the crowd a picture of him and his 
grandmother, from his book Echoes in the Wind. His grandmother 
was a big inspiration in his writing. 


and for everyone to show their creativity 
and ideas,” Elgin Jumper said. 

Kicking off the night was none 
other than one of the organizers Moses 
Jumper Jr. greeted, thanked and shared a 
blessing with the attendees for joining 
them at the creative expression night. 

Elgin Jumper took the stage 
first, reading a work from his favorite 
poet, William Butler Yeats. Next, Moses 
Jumper Jr. shared some of his own poet- 
ry from his published book Echoes in 
the Wind. Gordon Oliver Wareham took 
the stage and played his “Flute Song” as 
well as his “Tiger Song.” Wareham also 
shared some storytelling with the group. 

Some of the Tribe’s younger 
members, Amila Baxley, Luke Baxley 
Jr., Isabel Tucker and Deila Harjo, also 
read original poetry at the event. In addi- 
tion, Regina Jumper Thinn also recited 
Luke Baxley Jr. flips through his pages to find the poem that he her own poetry and sang, 
will read to express his creativity. 
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Kids Attend Poolside Spring Break Party 

By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — More 
than 65 of the Brighton com- 
munity’s youngest members 
enjoyed a poolside party, held 
during Spring Break on March 
31 at the Brighton Pool. This 
event was the third in a series 
of events to help promote a 
drug free lifestyle. 

“Brighton Family 
Services and the Brighton 
Recreation Department teamed 
up to sponsor the pool party 
and cook out,” said Valerie 
Marone, Family Services 
Department community events 
coordinator. 

Brighton Family 
Services Department staff 
members are making every 
effort to get out and meet the 
kids at these events and teach 
them the benefits of being 
drug-free. By reaching out, the 
youth get to know the coun- 
selors, and in turn, they are Relay race winners (L-R): Kelton Smedley, Cyrus Smedley, Joshua 

more likely to seek support and Madrigal and Drayton Billie. 


11 Your Complete & Professional 
Properly Inspection Service' 1 


(L-R) Cady Osceola, Drake Lawrence, Stoney Fish and J-Wayco Billie (Front) compete in a water noodle 
race at the Spring Break Pool Party. 


Buddies (L-R) Aidan Tommie, Gage Riddle and Daven Buck kick back at the 
cookout. 


guidance if they are having 
problems. 

Recreation 

Department staff members 
A1 McGruff and Jason 
Tommie were on hand to 
assist with grilling ham- 
burgers and hot dogs for 
the kids to enjoy. 

“We will continue 
to provide monthly drug 
free activities,” Marone 
said. “The next event will 
be a talent show and poster 
contest. Since April is 
Alcohol Awareness Month, 
we are having our next 
party on April 25,” said 
Marone. 


39 
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Judy Weeks 

Maggie Porter gives the Easter Bunny a big hug. 


❖ Easter 

Continued from page 1 


hammock as our ancestors once celebrated the 
return of the growing season and cleansing of their 
spirit. The cypress trees are bursting with new green 
foliage and the resurrection fem and flowers are 
springing back to life.” 

As with many family gatherings, the elders 
experienced a wel- 
come opportunity 
to share in the 
enthusiasm. 

Tahama Osceola 
talked about col- 
lege graduation 
with her grand- 
daughter, Jessica, 
as Ingraham Billie 
and his daughter, 

Maggie Porter, 
took a family por- 
trait. OB Osceola 
Sr. was seen near- 
by with grandchil- 
dren crawling all 
over him, while 
Mary Osceola 
Moore ate lunch 
with her great- Kaley Zepeda is as pretty as 
granddaughter, the decorated eggs she is 

Melinda. hunting. 



Hollywood Preschool Easter Egg Hunt 



Malacci Young, from the 4 year old class, finds 
hidden goodies everywhere along the playground. 



Marisol Gonzalez 


Trace Wilcox bolts to find more goodies at the 
Preschool playground Easter egg hunt. 



Marisol Gonzalez 


Helesi Two Shoes, from the 4 year old class, runs 
to get a hug from the Easter Bunny, who made a 
special appearance at the egg hunt. 



Marisol Gonzalez 


(L-R) Aurora Cypress, Conchade Osceola and Jay 
Bowers, from the 4 year old class, pose in a picture 
with the Easter Bunny. 



Jay Bowers, from the 4 year old class, speeds into 
overdrive to get as many eggs as possible at an 
additional egg hunt held at the Preschool play- 
ground. 



Seniors, Community, Bowlers Celebrate Easter 


By Susan Etxebarria 

Senior ’s Egg Hunt 

BRIGHTON — Easter 
celebrations at Brighton included 
the seniors’ annual egg hunt on 
March 20. 

The big winner was 
Oneva Baxley who not only 
scooped up two prize eggs, num- 
bers three and four, but also won a 
prize for finding the most eggs. 
Happy Jones won the No. 1 egg, 
Billy Micco found the No. 2, and 
Molly Shore the No. 5. 

The plastic eggs gathered 
outdoors on the lawn were 
exchanged for colored boiled eggs 



Susan Etxebarria 

Shule Jones hunts for eggs. 



Susan Etxebarria 

Billy Micco wins an Easter Bunny prize. 


inside where seniors later enjoyed 
sofkee and a hearty lunch. 

All the seniors were given 
Easter baskets stuffed with treats 
and some won a second Easter bas- 
ket as a door prize. Other prizes 
included beautiful floral arrange- 
ments, a perfect table setting for 
the holiday. 

Pastor Wonder Johns of 
1st Indian Baptist Church of 
Brighton blessed the meal with 
prayer and reminded everyone 
about the meaning of Easter. 

“We celebrate Easter in 


memory of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
and His resurrection,” he said. 

He invited the seniors to 
attend the church’s Easter Sunday 
Services and enjoy a luncheon fol- 
lowing. 

Dan Bowers announced 
there would be Easter services at 
Seminole Baptist Church as well, 
followed by a picnic and day long 
celebration. 

Happy Jones invited all 
the seniors to attend traditional 
Easter Sunday sunrise services that 
she hosts every year at her home. 


Community Egg Hunt 

On March 21 the Chairman’s Office and 
Recreation Department co-sponsored the Brighton 
Community Egg Hunt. 

The event began with an exciting children’s 
hunt in the morning and adults egg hunt in the after- 
noon. Under the canopies of trees in the side yard of 
the gym, ages 7 and older, hunted eggs in age-desig- 
nated areas while the children younger than 7 hunted 
near the playground swings and slides. 



Susan Etxebarria 


Aidan Tommie, 6, finds 22 eggs and prize egg No. 
3 in 5-7 year old divison. 



Susan Etxebarria 

Lahna Sedatol finds egg No. 2 in 8-9 year-old divi- 
sion. 



Hunter Howard finds 
winning egg No. 2 in 5 
-7 year old division. 


In the 8-9 year old divi- 
sion, Aiyana Tommie 
found egg No. 1. 




Rudy Juarez IV having fun at 
bowling tourney. 


Easter Bowling Party 


The Non-Resident Liaison’s 
Office hosted the first-ever Easter 
Family Bowling Tournament at 
Stardust Lanes in Okeechobee on 
Good Friday. Liaison Holly Tiger- 
Bowers said invitations were sent to 
all Tribal citizens living both on and 
off-reservation. 

Most of the family bowlers 
were non-residents who live in 

Okeechobee, said Tiger-Bowers. Since this was a family 
event, the adults were required to bowl with children. 
There were 64 attendees that made up eight teams. Teams 
were comprised of one child matched to one adult. 

The bowlers played three games starting at 
noon. The games were Regular, No Tap and 3-6-9, and 
each time the game changed each child had to draw for a 
new adult partner. 

“That way a child played with three different 
adults which was a good way for everyone to get to know 
one another,” said Tiger-Bowers. 

Outnumbered parents bringing more than one 
child to bowl were invited to bring other family members 
to help. Each child bowled with a parent first and then 
they were switched in the next two games to level the 
playing field and improve the chances of winning for 
each parent. 

Safina Dorgan of the Brighton Recreation Dept, 
manned the sign up desk and helped tally scores. Winners 
were: Game 1: Jonathan Frank/Bobby Frank, 2. Brent 
Frank/Bobby Frank; Game 2: 1. Cameron Dorgan/Bobby 
Frank, 2. Alissa Dorgan/Ben Purvis; Game 3:1. Rumor 
Juarez/George Micco, 2. Cameron Dorgan/Ben Purvis. 


Susan Etxebarria 

Grandfather Albert Snow and his granddaughter McKayla Snow 
bowl together. 


Susan Etxebarria 

(L-R) Ridge Bailey, 7, mom, Rinella Bailey, and 
Billy Bailey, 6, enjoy family togetherness at the 
bowling alley. 
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The Okalee Village Easter festivities included making colorful Easter eggs. 


McdiOu/ 7^iduHLvu/h 


Judy Weeks 

Gage Osceola keeps a tight grip on his 
sippy cup while collecting candy eggs. 


Judy Weeks 

The whistle blows and Ava Osceola is off and running 
in the Immokalee egg hunt. 


Kids Fun Day at Okalee Village 


Judy Weeks 

Spencer Aguilar shows off the egg that 
held his money prize. 


Th* HalfrB Wellness institute win be offering three oppeftun 4 ia& 
lo become a certified trainer of the Leading the Men I QflfwralKxii 
Healthy Retshcnshtps Curriculum. NWI will also be hosting a national 
Native WcLIposa Conference Incusing op Healthy Rel a lien ships- 


TRAINING OF TRAINERS 


Little Creek Casino Resort 
February 26th-29th, 20Q8 
Shelton, VVA 


Radisson Hotel & Conference Center 

May Sth^th, 2008 

Green Bay, Wl 

Pechanga Casino & Resort 
June 241h-27th,20Q0 
Temecula. CA 


NATIONAL NATIVE WELLNESS CONFERENCE 


Leading fhe Natfl Generations to WfeJiness 
Atlantis Casino £ Resort 
September 15th-18tti p 2008 
Reno, Nevada 


For inli^mattOfi on ow oth&r uocomlngitrvtifica vwn our wGbaJte m 
vmw nahvawfiJViess.oopn 

Far more-inloppshon Pam James f360f &90-7Ojf i 
pamanativfiwallhessxom 
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Felix DoBosz 

Gator John shows the kids an opossum and 
answers their questions about the animal. 


Felix DoBosz 

Olivia Brown, 7, smiles as she shows the Easter egg 
she found. 


Immokalee’s seniors gather in front of the Senior Center before embarking on carriage rides. 

Easter Festivities Abound in Immokalee 


By Judy Weeks 

IMMOKALEE — The sen- 
iors attended the first of three Easter 
events in Immokalee on March 19 
when they participated in an egg 
hunt, Bingo game and luncheon. 

The annual Easter basket 
and hat contest featured flowers, bun- 
nies, chicks, eggs, ribbons, candy and 
Seminole dolls. A great deal of imag- 
ination went into creating these 
works of art and the judging of the 
items was a very difficult task. 

Louise Motlow won first place for 
both best hat and basket. The second 
prize went to Rachel Billie’s hat and 
Elaine Aguilar’s basket, while Ruth 
Osceola came in third in both cate- 
gories. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress 
and Big Cypress Council Rep. David 
Cypress stopped by to visit with the 
seniors at their luncheon. 

“Easter was always a big 
social event for us when the churches 
at Big Cypress would hold their 
annual egg hunts,” said David 
Cypress. “The ladies of the church 


Judy Weeks 

Kunchatee Tahchawwickah found the colorful eggs strewn 
around the lawn very tempting. 


would spend all day cooking traditional 
Seminole favorites over the fire. It was a fam- 
ily day that included the whole community 
because, of course, we are all one big extend- 
ed family.” 

The Immokalee Seminole Ranch 
gave the seniors and their guests a ride around 
the community in their vintage carriage drawn 
by two white horses. Later the same day, the 
Education Department drew a crowd of 
youngsters from the afterschool program for 
their egg decorating contest and hunt. 

The Immokalee community gathered 
at the ball field on March 22, when the 
Recreation Department coordinated with sev- 
eral other departments to provide a day of fun 
filled events. 

The golf range and baseball field had 
been sectioned off to accommodate various 
age groups for the annual Easter egg hunt, 
which employed plastic award filled eggs, 
candy and prizes for the most eggs collected 
in each division. 

A kid friendly, barbeque luncheon 
and social hour were followed by an after- 
noon of contests that included egg tosses, 
wheel barrow races, sack races and a hole-in- 
one golf competition. Water slides, bounce 
houses and face painting were a big hit. 


Judy Weeks 

Ozzie Garza quickly managed to fill his giant basket 
with Easter eggs. 
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Judy Weeks 


A tulip centerpiece highlights the table where 
Claudia Doctor plays Bingo. 



Judy Weeks 


Louise Osceola carefully opens the plastic eggs, 
hunting for the rewards hidden inside. 


Seniors Celebrate Easter, Birthdays 


By Judy Weeks 

BIG CYPRESS — Visitors from the 
Tamiami Trail and Brighton communities joined the 
Big Cypress seniors for a combined Easter and 
birthday celebration on March 18 at the Senior 
Center. 

Festivities got underway with an Easter 
egg hunt in the Culture Village with prizes being 
awarded for the most eggs collected. In the Easter 
basket decorating contest, entrants 
used a wide variety of materials to 
express themselves, resulting in some 
extraordinary creations. 

The day’s activities included 
several games of Bingo and door 
prizes that followed the Easter theme. 

A hilarious highlight of the party was 
a film clip that featured the heads of 
Louise Osceola, Teresa Jumper and 
Virginia Tommie affixed to cartoon 
bodies, performing dance routines to 
songs that they had previously record- 
ed. 

Following the luncheon, 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress and 
President Richard Bowers Jr. social- 
ized with the group and joined them 
in looking through copies of vintage 
photographs as they attempted to 
identify their ancestors. Alice Billie 
received a reprint of a picture taken 
during her youth, which brought back 
fond memories. 

President Bowers Jr. recalled 
past Easters as he reminisced about 
the Creek missionaries who brought 


Christianity to South Florida, the establishment of 
churches on Seminole reservations and the signifi- 
cance of the holiday. 

“Regardless of religious beliefs, Easter 
brings the promise of spring and the renewal of 
life,” he said. “Our ancestors looked forward to this 
time to prepare the soil for planting their crops and 
celebrated the new life that arose from the soil.” 



Judy Weeks 


It was easy to see the similarity between Alice Billie now, and 
a photo taken of her during her youth. 


Easter Egg Hunt Held for Hollywood Seniors 



Senior Dorothy Tommie quickly picks up the eggs 
she finds at the Easter egg hunt, held at 
Hollywood’s Osceola Baseball Field on March 19. 



Felix DoBosz 

The seniors are lined up and ready to hunt down 
Easter eggs. 



Felix DoBosz 

Leslie Osceola, Bird Clan, stands by the colorful 
Easter baskets the seniors made. 



Joan Billie from Trail gathers as many eggs as she 
can find. 
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Subways! 

Bollywood Traditiij Pqsi 
3104 fo. State Road 7 
Hollywood, FL 3302:1 
Tel: (954(9S6-03S& 
Tex: [S54j m-mi 


■ 

Hours of Operation: 

Mon -fri B:00 a.m. - 10:00 p f m, 

Sal & Sun 11:00 a.rn. - 7:00 p.m. 


Teen Center 

The Boys & Girls Club Teen Center began full 
operation on Thursday, March 13 

The Teen Center will offer regularly scheduled Teen 
Empowerment Classes, indoor & outdoor activities, 
field trips and other teen-related activities 

Hours of Operation 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday: 4-8 p.m. 
Wednesday, Friday: 4-6 p.m. 


For more information please call 
the Boys & Girls Club at 
(954) 964-5947 


BC Preschool Hosts Easter Egg Hunt 


Chris Jenkins 

Sontino Billie (R) and classmate Evan Cypress (L) admire their 
Easter baskets. 


Chris Jenkins 

Carlise Bermudez, 3, collected a 
basketful of multi-colored eggs. 


Chris Jenkins 

Members of the Preschool staff and the 3 year olds count their Easter eggs after the hunt. 


B&GC Hosts Teen Center Grand Opening 

‘Rock the Block ’Party Held for Tribal Youth 


By Felix Dobosz 

HOLLYWOOD — Classic 
rock music blasted at the Rock the Block 
party to let everyone know they were at 
a celebration. On March 13, The Boys & 

Girls Club (B&GC) of the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida celebrated the grand 
opening of their new Teen Center in 
Hollywood. 

The double wide Teen Center 
trailer is located next door to the double 
wide trailer that houses the B&GC. The 
newly decorated and landscaped court- 
yard between the two facilities creates a 
friendly fenced in campus type environ- 
ment. The new trailer has several large 
activity rooms, a modem kitchen, bath- 
rooms and offices for Director Robert C. 

North Sr. and the support staff. 

“We’ve been working very hard 
to get it open and to get more of our 

youths involved in character building 

activities, specifically our teens,” North, 

who also emceed the event, said. “We are providing youngsters can use to hone their skills. The adjacent 


Boys & Girls Club Director Robert North Sr. gives a 
of the new Teen Center. 


alternative activities for our teens, and we want to 
be more popular than other activities, so that means 
we have to work a little harder ... we want to be 
more popular than the chug pushers, we want to be 
more popular than the bars, all those types of 
things. 

“We understand and accept the challenge 
putting together a product here to attract and 
encourage young people to further their own devel- 
opment and really prepare them for adulthood,” he 
added. 

The air conditioned Teen Center features 
one room with a new eight-foot pool table the 


Felix DoBosz 

Some Tribal youngsters enjoy a friendly game of table tennis at the 
new Teen Center. 


room has an entertainment center with comfortable 
black leather couches, a large 50 inch HDTV, DVD 
player and video game devices, such as the new 
Nintendo Wii. 

A couple of new desktop computers are 
also available for the youngsters to use for school 
homework studies and the outdoor fenced-in patio 
has several picnic tables and a new table tennis 
game for the kids to play on. 

North said he appreciates the Tribal 
Council and the Housing Department for then- 
assistance in making the Teen Center a reality for 
the Hollywood Seminole community. He also said 
he hopes that these teen pro- 
grams can be augmented at 
other Seminole reservations in 
the future. 

Hollywood Board Rep. 
Gloria Wilson welcomed every- 
one to the Teen Center grand 
opening. She said she feels it is 
important for community mem- 
bers to come out and support 
these types of events because 
they benefit the entire communi- 
ty. Wilson also encouraged the 
teens to take advantage of the 
new programs, services and 
activities that have been organ- 
ized for them. 

This Teen Center is 
open for 12-18 year olds from 
4-8 p.m., Monday, Tuesday and 
Thursday, and 4-6 p.m. on 
Wednesday and Friday. 
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Tribal 4-H’ers Show, Sell Their Livestock at Annual Event 


By Judy Weeks 

BRIGHTON — The 2007-2008 
Seminole 4-H season neared its comple- 
tion on March 27-28 with the annual 
Livestock Show and Sale, which took 
place at the Brighton 4-H bam. During 
the ensuing weeks, the end of the year 
wrap up will take place followed by the 
4-H Awards Banquet to officially end the 
season. 

Seminole 4-H Director Polly 
Hayes spent a very busy 2007-2008 sea- 
son coordinating the leaders on each 
reservation, setting up the programs, 
helping with livestock selection, weigh- 
ins and clinics, among other things. 

“This is a big job and I want to 
thank my co-workers and talented staff 
members for their cooperation . . . which 
has resulted in the completion of another 
successful and productive season,” Hayes 
said. 

Daily attention was necessary 
throughout the season, beginning with the 
receipt of the livestock. However, during 
the final weeks, minutes stretched into 
hours, and then turned into days spent 
handling, grooming and working on 
showmanship. Thanks to the accumulated 
effort of the participants, their families 
and sponsors, the projects were ready for 
completion at the time of the final weigh- 
in. 

In the final hours leading up to 
the Show and Sale, the livestock had to 
be transported to the show bam and pass 
the weigh-in qualifications. Steers were 
evaluated in the shifters pen in order to 
ensure safety for the livestock owners 
and their competition while in the hold- 
ing pens and show ring. 

Seminole 4-H Extension Agent 
Michael Bond remarked, “I am very 
proud of this fine group of young people. 
It has been a pleasure to work with them 
and I look forward to their return next 
year.” 

During the final hours before the 
show, the bam was a bee hive of activity 
with animals being bathed, pens cleaned 
and last minute preparations. 

Immokalee Council Liaison 
Elaine Aguilar commented: “Everyone 
appeared to be cooperating, lending a 
helping hand where needed and working 
together. Not just competition, but friends 
and neighbors learning to work together 
toward a common goal.” 

Mary Jene Koenes offered the 
invocation at both the Show and Sale 
prior to the Pee Wee Exhibition and 
Small Animal Show, which included 
ducks, chickens, rabbits, hogs and a 
heifer calf. 

Then, Bond introduced this 
year’s judges, Dallas Townsend and Don 
Strickland. With clipboards in hand they 
alternated their responsibilities, examin- 
ing stock and observing the exhibitors. 

The animals were divided into 
weight classes for the purposes of judg- 
ing, but their owners were separated into 
Junior and Senior Divisions for show- 
manship. The steers were divided into 
four classes. Each exhibitor paraded his 
entry around the arena and then stopped 
it for careful examination by the judge 
before taking their place in the final line- 
up. 

Townsend has many years of 
experience evaluating livestock. He 
spends a great deal of time with each 
entry and then offers valuable tips prior 
to announcing his decisions. Meanwhile, 
Strickland kept a watchful eye on the 
youngsters and their handling techniques, 
composure, general attitude and eye con- 
tact in preparation for declaring show- 
manship awards. 

Out of 14 contenders, this year’s 
Grand Champion Steer weighed in at 
1,135 pounds and belonged to Kenny Joe 
Davis Jr., 10, of Immokalee. The Reserve 
Grand Champion went to a 1,154 
pounder raised by Brighton’s Jaryaca 
Baker, 13. 

First place in Senior 
Showmanship went to Brighton’s Erena 
Billie, a veteran 4-H exhibitor. Receiving 
the highest award in Junior Showmanship 
was Jessie Osceola, also of Brighton. 
Sterling silver belt buckles were awarded 
to the winners. 

Norman Johns, Emma Jane 
Urbina and 2008 Brighton Seminole 
Princess Jaryaca Baker were invaluable 
stewards in the arena throughout the 



Judy Weeks 


Paul Bowers, bidding on behalf of the 
Big Cypress Council Office, and 
Brighton Seminole Princess Jaryaca 
Baker pose with Jay Roberts and the 
hog he just purchased. 



Judy Weeks 

The 2008 Grand Champion Steer belonged to Kenny Joe 
Davis Jr., 10, of Immokalee, who poses here with his father, 
Kenny Joe Davis Sr. 


Judy Weeks 


Judy Weeks 


Brighton Council Rep. Roger Smith congratulates the 
owner of the Reserve Grand Champion Steer, Jaryaca 
Baker, 13, of Brighton. 


Brighton Council Rep. Roger Smith congratulates the 
owner of the Grand Champion Swine, Rylee Smith, from 
Brighton. 


22nd Annual 4-H Livestock Show & Sale Results 


Grand Champion: Kenny Joe Davis Jr., 1,135 pound steer 
Reserve Grand Champion: Jaryaca Baker, 1,154 pound steer 
Senior Showmanship: Erena Billie, 1,140 pound steer 
Junior Showmanship: Jessie Osceola, 1 ,080 pound steer 


First Place, Blue Ribbon: Blake Baker, 
Alexis Aguilar, Breanna Billie, Kristina Osceola; 
Second Place, Blue Ribbon: Kristina Osceola, 
Dalton Koenes, Marshall Tommie; Third Place: 
Kalgary Johns; Third Place, Red Ribbon: Erena 
Billie, Jessie Osceola, Rayven Smith; Fourth 
Place, Red Ribbon: Justin Garza, Seth Randolph. 

Swine 

Grand Champion: Rylee Smith, 263 pound 
hog 

Reserve Grand Champion: Jacob Cotton, 265 
pound hog 


First Place, Blue Ribbon: Jessica Lopez, 

Mika Lopez, Catlen Tommie, Tana Osceola, Arianna 
Nunez, Cyrus Smedley; Second Place, Blur Ribbon: Nicholas 
Correa, Bonnie Davis, Aiyana Tommie, Kiylier Baker, Chastity 
Harmon, Sabre Billie, Drayton Billie, Ruben Burgess Jr.; Third 
Place, Blue Ribbon: Chelsey Alvarado, Jay Roberts, Destinee 
Jimmie, Andre Jumper, Justin Osceola, Courtney Gore, Christian 
Alexander, Amy Nunez; Fourth Place, Blue Ribbon: Nikki Davis, 
Jonah Alvarado, Alexis Jimmie, Ahnie Jumper, Keniya Yzaguirre, 


Lois Billie, Christopher Alexander, Korvette Billie; Fifth Place, Blue 
Ribbon: Damion Escobar, Cassandra Jimmie, Delia Harjo, Trevor 
Thomas, Justice Baker, Kelton Smedley, Kassandra Baker; Fifth 
Place, Red Ribbon: Ashley Faz; Sixth Place, Blue Ribbon: Aaron 
Alvarado, Alexandria Colon, Alycia Mora, Ali Nunez, Mila Osceola; 

Lanie Sedatol; Sixth Place, Red Ribbon: Spencer 
Jock, Jon Jimmie; Seventh Place, Blue Ribbon: 
Blevyens Jumper, Juliza Martinez, Danni Jae 
Tommie, Lahna Sedatol, Deidra Hall; 
Seventh Place, Red Ribbon: Jade Tapia, 
Christopher Briscall; Eighth Place: Larissa 
Delarosa, Dennis Gonzales Jr., Cooper 
Rivers, Sarah Descheene, Crysten Smith; 
Eighth Place, Red Ribbon: Ashton Baxley; 
Ninth Place, Red Ribbon: Christian 
Benson, Chelsey Ford, Apple Nunez. 

Immokalee Club Hog, 290 
pound hog, Big Cypress Hog Club: 222 
pound hog, Hollywood Club Hog: 201 
pound hog. 

Pee Wee Exhibitors 

Ramona Baker, Chihuahua; Pherian Baker, 
Chihuahua; Cassandra Alexander, duck; Charles Alexander, duck; 
Cameron Thomas, rabbit; Conner Thomas, rabbit; Dayra Koenes, 
rabbit; Trinity Williams, rabbit; Nicolas Andrews, rabbit; Marley 
Herrera, rabbit; Jaliyah Arteaga, rabbit; Keanu Correa, rabbit; Ives 
Baker, rabbit; Alyke Baker, rabbit; Dasani Fry, hog; Dayra Koenes, 
Heifer calf. 




Judy Weeks 


Ahnie Jumper relaxes with the hog she raised for this 
year’s 4-H project. 



Judy Weeks 


Winning first place in Junior Steer Showmanship, Jessie 
Osceola shows off her prize belt buckle. 



Judy Weeks 

Blake Baker and Oreo are all spruced up and ready for the 
livestock show. 



Judy Weeks 


Owner of the Swine Reserve Champion, Jacob Cotton (L) 
joins Jon and Cassandra Jimmie in parading their entries 
before the judge. 



Judy Weeks 


Dalton Koenes cleans his steer’s ear under the watchful eye 
of Mary Jene Koenes prior to the 4-H Livestock Show. 


Show and Sale. However, they could not 
have done their jobs without the parents 
and staff who so competently handled the 
stock behind the scenes. 

The 65 contenders in the swine 
portion of the show were divided into 
eight weight classes with six-nine entries, 
permitting a first place award in each 
class. Using a show cane, participants 
moved their pigs around the arena allow- 
ing Judge Strickland to evaluate their 
overall health, conformation, and ratio of 
muscle to fat. As he announced the win- 
ners in each class, he described the rea- 
soning behind his decision and the neces- 
sary steps to finishing these swine. 

Meanwhile, Judge Townsend 
kept his eye upon the exhibitors who 
strive to remain with their pig, keep one 
hand behind their back, always face the 
judge and smile. This is not an easy 
demeanor to achieve while attempting to 
control their livestock, but some of the 
youngsters have shown for several years 
and have become quite adept in show- 
manship. 

The winning places were 
announced by class and then all first 
place entries returned to the arena to be 
re-judged. Strickland carefully re-exam- 
ined each pig, talked with its owner and 
finally gave a comprehensive critique 
before announcing that the Grand 
Champion belonged to Brighton’s Rylee 
Smith and the Reserve Championship 
went to Jacob Cotton of Big Cypress. 

Changing places, Judge 
Townsend requested 1 1 seniors to return 
with their swine to the arena, where he 
eventually announced that Big Cypress’ 
Jessica Lopez had taken first place in 
Senior Showmanship. 

Twelve Junior participants were 
asked back and after a difficult process of 
elimination, the judge determined that 
Kiylier Baker from Brighton would take 
first place in Junior Showmanship. 

At the conclusion of the Show, 
Bond presented both judges with 
Seminole jackets on behalf of the 4-H 
Program in appreciation for their servic- 
es. 

The Buyer’s Dinner was held at 
5 p.m. on March 28, followed by the Pee 
Wee Exhibition, before the 2008 4-H 
Sale got underway. Opening with the 
Grand and Reserve Champions, bidders 
got an opportunity to view some extraor- 
dinary examples of livestock. Fourteen 
steers and 67 swine were auctioned off 
during the bidding process, bringing 
some excellent prices. 

Prior to the beginning of the 
sale, President Richard Bowers Jr. intro- 
duced a very special guest. ESPN 
Producer Sam Dunn, who was responsi- 
ble for the telecast of the 49th Annual 
2007 Wrangler National Finals Rodeo in 
Las Vegas and the Xtreme Bull Tour pre- 
sentations in the U.S., came forward to 
congratulate the Seminole 4-H partici- 
pants. 

Joining President Bowers Jr. and 
Dunn was National Bull Riding 
Champion Chance Smart, the current 
PRCA World Standings list and a winner 
in the Xtreme Bulls Tour Championships. 
The Seminole Tribe and Seminole Hard 
Rock will be sponsoring this outstanding 
athlete during the 2008 season. 

In addition, a buyer’s basket was 
presented by each of the grateful young- 
sters to the winning bidder of their live- 
stock. Then the 4-H participants posed 
with their entry and buyer for a photo 
opportunity before the conclusion of the 
auction. 

Brighton Council Rep. Roger 
Smith said: “The 4-H Program teaches 
responsibility, credibility and family val- 
ues. These are qualities that are essential 
in the development of our youth and 
preservation of our culture.” 

The Small Animal Club auc- 
tioned off a John Deere® quilt as a 
fundraiser, which was purchased by 
President Richard Bowers Jr. and Big 
Cypress Board Rep. Cicero Osceola. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress said: 
“Raising livestock requires diligence and 
responsibility. Looking at the livestock 
auctioned here this evening, it is obvious 
that these youngsters have what it takes 
to be successful in whatever career they 
choose.” 



Judy Weeks 


Leaning into the grooming glove, 
Justice Baker’s hog enjoys all the 
attention he is getting. 
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Chris Jenkins 

(L-R) President Richard Bowers Jr. on the trail with national Bull Riding 
Champion Chance Smart. 


* Cattle Drive 

Continued from page 1 

survive the shipping and the remainder 
struggled on the trail to their new homes. 

“Having a rich heritage with the 
tough Cracker cattle, these resourceful 
cowboys nursed their herds back to health, 
overcame drought, cattle tick infestation 
and blight as they built a foundation for the 
Seminole Tribe’s massive cattle industry, 
which ranks among the top ten in the 
United States today.” 

Joe Osceola Sr. was this year’s 
honorary trail boss. Raised along the east- 
ern edge of the Everglades, Osceola began 
with a few head of cattle and built a herd 
that has sustained his family for many 
years. 

“My whole family got involved,” 
he said. “From my wife, Martha, in the 
camp, to my sons and daughters working 
the cattle round ups, pens and shipping, 
this has been a family operation.” 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress wel- 
comed the riders. 


“God has given us a beautiful day 
to follow in the footsteps of our forefa- 
thers,” Chairman Cypress said. “It took 
them days to round up the cattle from the 
brush and drive them to the pens. Our task 
will be easy by comparison.” 

After an introduction of VIPs by 
President Richard Bowers Jr., he signaled 
for the cattle to be released and the drive to 
get underway. Following a similar circum- 
stance in the previous year, some of the 
cattle scattered into the nearby woodlands, 
requiring a quick round up. With the 
majority of the herd recovered, the 12 mile 
drive began, taking the route down West 
Boundary Road, into the Big Cypress com- 
munity and winding up at the Junior 
Cypress Entertainment Complex. 

Midway on the trail, the cattle, 
horses and riders all welcomed their arrival 
at the rest area in Mary Jene Koenes’ pas- 
ture. While there, several speakers 
addressed the gathering. 

President Bowers Jr. introduced 
Sam Dunn, famed rodeo and Xtreme Bull 
producer for the ESPN network. Dunn 
announced that the Seminole Tribe and the 



Chris Jenkins 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress relives memories of previous cattle drives. 



Honorary Trail Boss Joe Osceola, Sr. (Center, in vest) and members of his family 
thank Brighton Council Rep. Roger Smith (L) and (from R to L) Paul Bowers, 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress and President Richard Bowers Jr. for the opportunity 
to participate in the 12th Annual Junior Cypress Cattle Drive. 


Champion Professional Rodeo Cowboys 
Association bull rider Chance Smart 
thanks the Seminole Tribe for their 
sponsorship. 



Chris Jenkins 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress leads the 
cattle drive into Mary Jene Koenes’ pas- 
ture. 


Chris Jenkins 

(L-R) Dennis DeVoegh and Paul Bowers ride shotgun on the stagecoach at the cat- 
tle drive. 



Seminole Hard Rock are sponsoring 
national bull riding champion Chance 
Smart. 

Chairman Cypress then 
acknowledged the importance of cattle 
owners like the Trail Boss Joe Osceola 
Sr. and his family. 

“Men like Joe are the back- 
bone of our cattle industry and they 
have given us the footprints to follow 
in developing the programs that we 
have instituted on our road to suc- 
cess,” he said. 

Third generation cattle 
owner, Mary Jene Koenes, addressed 
the gathering and talked about her 
grandfather, Albert Billie, one of the 
original Big Cypress cattlemen. 

“Ours was a total family 
operation and with mostly girls, my 
grandfather didn’t cut us any slack,” 
Koenes said. “We rounded up cows on 
foot in the brash from daylight to dark 
and performed every task imaginable 
as we raised and marketed our herd.” 

Returning to the trail, the 
route was covered with cattle, horses, 


Jobe Johns scored 56 points in the Calf Riding 
event. 


riders, covered wagons, buckboards, 
carriages, a stagecoach and swamp 
buggies as the caravan slowly made 
its way to the Rodeo Arena at the 
Junior Cypress Entertainment Center. 

After a long day in the sad- 
dle, the riders were treated to a deli- 
cious barbeque supper while being 
entertained by a host of speakers. 

Moses “Bigg” Jumper Jr. 
recited his classic poem entitled 
“Indian Cowboy Dreams” and talked 
about his grandfather, Morgan Smith. 
Reliving highlights of his career in 
cattle, working with children and 
rodeo, and said he thanked God for 
the many opportunities he was afford- 
ed during Ins lifetime. 

President Richard Bowers Jr. 
passed the mic around the building, 
moving from person to person, while 
providing a running commentary. 

Past experiences, mishaps, laughs and 
good times created memories that the 
participants of the 12th Annual Junior 
Cypress Cattle Drive will carry with 
them for a long time. 

The event would not be 


Mary Jene Koenes talks about the Seminole Tribe’s cattle culture. 


complete without a stellar performance 
by the members of the Eastern Indian 
Rodeo Association. This was the first 
activity to take place in the newly-con- 
structed entertainment complex and 
hopefully will set the stage for many 
years to come. 

The contract entertainment 
throughout the production was the very 
popular Hollywood Harris and his son, 
Booger Head. An all time favorite with 
rodeo enthusiasts, Harris kept the crowd 
laughing all night long with his com- 
mentary and jokes, while his son’s antics 
played into the performance. 

Brighton cowboy Randel 
Osceola, 17, took to the clay for the 
fourth time as he embarks on his career 
in bull fighting. Growing up in rodeo, he 
said he started as a mutton buster and 
has ridden livestock in all categories. It 
is hardly a surprise that he plans to make 
a career as a bull fighter. Under the 
watchful eye of his mentor, John 
Copsey, he holds a bright future. 



The 12th Annual Junior Cypress Cattle Drive moves along the trail at Big Cypress. 
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Traveling two and three to a canoe, the Naples field trip made its way down the Blackwater River. 


Sheila Bevenue Receives Keys to New Home 


Check out w¥^prefctioteP,ccm?i 


Tribal Youngsters 
Enjoy Canoeing 

Adventure 


Chris Jenkins 

Tribal citizen Sheila Bevenue (C) poses with members of the Tribal Housing Department after receiving 
keys to her new home on April 8. 


Plan your stay at the only 
Nickelodeon Family Suites by Holiday Inn ! 


By Judy Weeks 

ROYAL PALM HAMMOCK, Fla. — 

Fifteen youngsters from the Naples community 
enjoyed an afternoon adventure on March 20. 
Corey Billie and Sandy Osceola organized a canoe 
trip down the Black Water River at Royal Palm 
Hammock State Park. 

For the majority, it was a first time experi- 
ence with hilarious consequences. Their laughter 
could be heard throughout the canoe trip in which 
the children meandered in and out of the man- 
groves, while learning to paddle and steer their 
canoes. 

Eventually, they got the hang of it and 
took off with Billie in the lead and Osceola bring- 
ing up the rear of their small caravan. It was a 
beautiful afternoon for exploring the backwaters of 
the Ten Thousand Islands and witnessing nature up 
close and personal. 

It didn’t take long for two hours of pad- 
dling to feel like an all day event. The hungry trav- 
elers willingly returned to shore, where Billie 
grilled some hamburgers and hot dogs as conversa- 
tion centered on plans for their next outing. 


For a Nlcktastfc Deal, visit May - August, 


Orlando’S family resort features: 


The home is a four bedroom, 2.5 bathroom residence, located on Farmer’s Road in Big Cypress. 


Grdlmaster Corey Bdlie prepares the picnic 
lunch during the canoe adventure. 


Two and three bedroom KidSuiEes® 

Two grant pogfe wilh slides. flurphs Ofid more 

Daily Character Breakfast 

Live Nickelodeon Bniertainmenl 

5hu!lte service to Orlando's most popular Iheme parks 
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FrontRowUSA.com 


A 


Ticket Brokers 


Top Concerts 


WICKED 
SANTANA 
88 KING 
RADIOHEAD 
TIM MCGRAW 
SWEENEYTODD 
KAT WILLIAMS 
SINBAD 
AVENTURA 


Top Sports 


ALL NFL. NBA. MLB. 

NHL TEAMS 
MIAMI DOLPHINS 
MIAMI HEAT 
ORANGE BOWL 
SUPER BOWL 
MIAMI HURRICANES 
FSU SEMINOLES 
ALL NASCAR EVENTS 
YOUR SUPER BOWL 
SPECIALIST 

GET YOUR TICKETS NOW' 
PRO BULL RIDERS 
WORLD FINALS 
(LAS VEGAS} 

HARLEM GLOBETROTTERS 


Top Theatre 


12 ANGRY MEN 
RIVERDANCE 
GUITARS AND SAXES 
AVENUE Q 
SPECIALIZING IN 
ALL KIDS EVENTS 





Concerts | Theatre | Sports 

Local, National, and Worldwide Events 


At FrontRowUSA, ticket 
buying is hassle- free 
and there are no 
questions as to where 
the seats are located. 

Let us, your expert 
ticket broker , take care 
of everything. 

FrontRowUSA is up 
front and honest, 
putting you up front / 


ALL CONCERTS, LAS VEGAS EVENTS, 
SPORTS AND THEATRE 
TICKETS AVAILABLE NATIONWIDE 
AND WORLDWIDE ORDER YOUR 
TICKETS ONLINE AT 
WWW, FRONTROWUSA.COM 
OR BY PHONE 

(954) 455-1929 OR (800) 446 8499 


WE DELIVER TO YOU! ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 
Proudly Serving the Seminole & Miccosukee Tribe for over 15 years! 
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Sports • Hani-pa-leesh-ke * Vtkopvrikv 



Leslie Osceola drives the ball down the 
court. 


The Brighton A-Team poses with Coaches Jo “Boogie” Jumper (R) and Holly 
Osceola (L) after winning the championship game against OVA. 


By Elizabeth Leiba 

ORLANDO — The Brighton 
A-Team girls volleyball squad was victo- 
rious in the Orlando Volleyball Academy 
Spring Fling, held in Orlando, March 15- 
16. According to Coach Jo “Boogie” 
Jumper, the team played three hard 
fought games on March 15 and two the 
following day. 

The 10 and Under girls team 
went undefeated and dominated Orlando 
Volleyball Academy (OVA) in the cham- 
pionship game. 

“All our girls played hard, and 
did a very good job, said Jumper. “This 
is our first year and these girls are show- 
ing a lot of natural ability that it takes to 
make a winning team. They are really 
coming together.” 


Acting Director of Education 
Emma Johns congratulated the team and 
also gave a special thank you to Coaches 
Jo Jumper and Holly Osceola. 

“This was only the third time 
the girls have played together as a team 
and they are displaying so much heart 
aheady, which truly makes the team,” 
Johns said. “If we didn’t have the com- 
mitment from the coaches then this 
wouldn’t be possible.” 

Jumper credited the Brighton 
Recreation Department for much of the 
team’s success. 

“I would like to thank Richard 
Osceola and the Brighton Recreation 
staff for all their help through the volley- 
ball season,” she said. 


Adult, Youth Compete at 
Virgil Billie Hoops Tourney 


By Chris Jenkins 

BIG CYPRESS — The Annual 
Virgil Billie Memorial Basketball 
Tournament had a little variety and fun 
for all on April 4-5. 

The tournament, now in its 
third year, featured several age group 
categories as well as 3-on-3 and 5-on-5 
haskethall action. The event was open to 
Seminole and Miccosukee Tribal citi- 
zens, with prizes going to the winners. 

Big Cypress Recreation 
Director Stan Frischman said it was a 
successful gathering. 

“We always have a good 
turnout for this and it’s something the 
players always look forward to,” 
Frischman said. 


-tf ** 


” Michelle Jimmie prepares for her shot. 


Dariah Cypress cuts through defenders. 


Alonzo Wargolet takes a shot during 
the 8 & Under championship game. 


Adult Division 

Women: 1. Hollywood, 2. Trail, 3. 
Herrikanes; Men: 1 . Big Town, 2. Trail 
Kings, 3. Dem Boyz 

Youth Division 

Ages 8 and Under Co-Ed: 1 . Lil 
Cane, 2. Lil Hustlers; 10 and Under Co-Ed: 

1 . Este Chade, 2. Trail, 3. Little BC; 14 and 
Under Boys: 1 . BC Seminoles, 2. Bout Dat; 
17 and Under Girls: 1. Lady Bailers, 2. 
Brighton Girls, 3. BC Lady Seminoles, 4. 
Trail; 17 and Under Boys: 1 . BC Seminole, 

2. Este Chade, 3. Brighton Seminoles. 


Tribe Sponsors PRCA Bull Riding World Champ 


Submitted by Sam Dunn 

BIG CYPRESS — On March 29, 
during the annual Cattle Drive, the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida and the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotels, Casinos and 
Cafes announced their sponsorship of 
national bull riding champion Chance 
Smart at a ceremony held at the Fred 
Smith Rodeo Arena. Smart currently leads 
the Professional Rodeo Cowboys 
Association’s (PRCA) World Standings list 
with year-to-date earnings of $117,739. 

In making the announcement, 
Board of Directors President Richard 
Bowers Jr. said: “Chance Smart has partici- 
pated in hull riding events on the southeast 
circuit for several years, and has always 
been a crowd favorite whenever he comes 
to Brighton. We got to know him better 
when we sponsored him at the Wrangler 
NFR last year and he’s a great representa- 
tive for the Seminole Tribe of Florida and 
our Hard Rock Hotels, Casinos and Cafes.” 

“Besides, how can you be in the 
gaming industry and not bet on a bull rider 
with the name Chance Smart,” President 
Bowers Jr. added. 

Smart, 25, is a resident of 


Philadelphia, Miss. He joined the PRCA 
in 2004 and placed third at the Wrangler 
National Finals Rodeo in 2007. He 
placed second in the 2007 Dodge Xtreme 
Bulls Tour Championship and is current- 
ly leading the 2008 Dodge Xtreme Bulls 
Tour standings, with one tour stop win in 
San Antonio this year. 

“I’m really excited about repre- 
senting the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
and the Seminole Hard Rock properties,” 
said Smart. “They’ve been a great sup- 
porter of PRCA rodeo and bull riding 
and I’m going to be doing everything I 
can to make sure their faith in me and in 
the sport pays off.” 

Last December, the Seminole 
Hard Rock Hotels, Casinos and Cafes 
became the first presenting sponsor of 
ESPN’s telecast of the 49th Annual 2007 
Wrangler National Finals Rodeo 
(WNFR) in Las Vegas with an estimated 
viewership of more than 40 million dur- 
ing the 1 0-day event. Dubbed the “Super 
Bowl of Rodeo,” the WNFR is the 
largest and richest professional rodeo 
event in the world. 





Bull riding champion Chance Smart (L) 
with President Richard Bowers Jr. 


Tribal Boxing Team Receives Top Honors 

Four Standout Performances at Golden Gloves Championships 


By Carolyn Billie 

BOCA RATON, Fla. — The 2008 Florida Golden 
Gloves State Championships were held at Grandview Preparatory 
School in Boca Raton, March 28-29. Coach Richard Clark took 
seven members of the Seminole Recreation Boxing Team to the 
competition, bringing home four championships. 

Neko Osceola, 12, boxing in the Junior Division, was des- 
ignated a Walkover Champion for his age group. Osceola also 
won his last boxing match in Key West on Feh. 9. 

Samuel “Chris” Hunter II, Bird Clan, and Dejong Frank, 
Panther Clan, competed in the 15-16 year old Junior Division. 
Hunter won his first match on the night of March 28, which set 
him up for the championship match the following day. Frank had 
a hye during competition on March 28, putting him in the cham- 
pionship bout against Hunter, who would emerged victorious. 



Jimmy Osceola 

(L-R) Dejong Frank and Samuel “Chris” Hunter II battle it 
out for the Florida Golden Gloves welterweight class champi- 
onship. Hunter would emerge victorious. 



Jimmy Osceola 

(L-R) Dejong Frank, John Seward, Jeff Lowe, George 
Quintero, Samuel “Chris” Hunter II, Coach Richard Clark 
and Neko Osceola (Center, Kneeling). 


Both boxers have been training at the Seminole 
Recreation Boxing Gym, located in the Hollywood Gym com- 
plex, and competed in the Silver Gloves Championships in West 
Palm Beach earlier this year. 

Other boxers on the team were Jeff Lowe, 196 pound 
heavyweight, who won his championship match, and George 
Quintero, 152 pound middleweight champion. John Seward won 
in the semi-finals, hut was defeated in the open middleweight 
division championship, and fellow hoxer Jeremiah Ramirez lost 
his championship hout. 

Jimmy Osceola, Seminole Recreation Boxing Team coor- 
dinator, said he was proud of the team. He added that the team 
would not be possible without the support of Marl Osceola, 

Steve Young and Moses “Bigg” Jumper Jr. 


Annual Herman L Osceola Memorial Tourney Held 




Chris Jenkins 

Deforest Carter squares up for his freethrow 
attempt. 


By Chris Jenkins 

BIG CYPRESS — The 
24th Annual All- Indian Herman 
L. Osceola Basketball 
Tournament, held March 27-29, 
was another great success. 

As one of the longest 
running hoops events in the 
Tribe, this year saw seven women 
and six men’s teams competing. 
The three days of competition 
featured the Legends Division, 
ages 35 and older, the Adult 
Division, ages 18 and older, and 
three-point contest with prizes 
awarded to the winners. 

Mother Ruby Osceola 
said her son Herman, Bird Clan, 
was well respected in the Tribal 
community and involved in many 
of the recreation activities for the 
youth and teens. 

“Every year when these 
kids come and play I’m happy 
because they are like my own 
kids,” she said. 


Chris Jenkins 

Amos Huggins skies high for a rebound dur- 
ing his game. 




Byron Billie runs down the court to set up a fast Ruby Osceola (C), mother of Herman, with three point contest winners 
break. Elizabeth Osceola (L) and Amos Moses Billie (R). 










guests. 
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The gang takes a break in the action. 


Skate Park Hosts Rally at the Ramps 


By Chris Jenkins 

BIG CYPRESS — On April 1 , the Big 
Cypress Skate Park hosted what could be the begin- 
ning of an organized skateboarding club. 

With the support of the Big Cypress 
Recreation and Family Services Departments, Rally 
at the Ramps offered skateboarding junkies the 
opportunity to perfect their skills imitating the likes 
of Tony Hawk, Mike McGill and other greats on the 
skateboard scene. 

The event was complete with grinding 
rails, kicker ramps, grind boxes, raffle items and an 
electronic gaming wall for games and play as well 
as being catered with fun for all. 

“We’re trying to bring some new life into 
our skate parks,” Big Cypress Recreation Manager 
Stan Frischman said. 

Frischman said plans are to build on the 
event by involving other reservation skate parks 
with hopes of club membership and competitions. 

Skateboarder Ellis Dang of Naples came 
out and said the day was fun. He explained that 
skateboarding is very fun and looks a lot harder 
than it really is. 

“[Skateboarding] is really fun and not 
hard, you just have to keep on skating and you will 
get better and better,” Dang said. 

Frischman said promoting a healthy and 
safe environment is important as well. 

“We are always promoting drug-free alter- 
natives and that is what we have always been 
about,” he said. 


s a display of balance and skill for 1< 


Criminal Defense 
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VOP 

Felony & Misdemeanor 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
FAMILY LAW 
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Traffic Tickets 


606 West Sugarland Hwy. 
Clewiston. Florida 
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Joseph “Jody” M. Hendry, tl 
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Louise Billie shows off a collage of photos of John Billie Sr. 


Jen ni e Chalfant Remembered at Tournament 


By Judy Weeks 

OKEECHOBEE, Fla. — Family and friends 
look forward to celebrating the memory of Jennie L. 
Chalfant each year. This annual event started in 1996 
with softball, later becoming a bowling tournament, in 
order to accommodate a wider range of age categories. 

Jennie’s brother, Elbert Snow, and sister, 
Salina Dorgan, joined their mother, Alice Snow, in 
organizing this year’s event, which took place at 
Stardust Lanes on April 5. 


Tribune Archive Photo 

Jennie Snow Chalfant 


“Jennie was always energetic and loved life,” 
Dorgan said. “A mother of two boys, she was stricken 
with kidney failure at 34 years old and underwent a 
transplant a year later. A real fighter, she wouldn’t let 
anything keep her down and fought her way back to a 
healthy lifestyle, setting an example for everyone she 
came in contact with.” 

“She spent the next 10 years raising her sons 
and proving to be a vibrant member of the communi- 
ty,” she added. “In 1995, she was suddenly over- 
whelmed by a deadly infection, which stole her 
away from us, leaving her family as her legacy.” 

Brighton Council Rep. Roger Smith 
remarked, “Jennie was much like her mother, my 
Aunt Alice. They carried the strength and deter- 
mination of our ancestors in their blood. Women 
like this made it possible for our people to sur- 
vive years of hardship and be where we are 
today.” 

Miss Florida Seminole 2007-2008 
Jennifer Chalfant was very young when she lost 
her grandmother, but said she proudly bears her 
name and strives to carry on the tradition of her 
namesake. 

Fifty-six participants entered this year’s 
competition, including two special bowlers, Alice 
Snow, 86, and her cousin Rosie Billie, 70, who 
gave everyone a run for their money. 

The tournament was comprised of four 
games: Regular, 3-6-9, Scotch Doubles and No 
Tap. Teams of male and female bowlers were 
formed with stiff competition and the prizes were 
awarded through 15 places, including three ties. 
Participants in the tournament all received bowl- 
ing towels and T-shirts to commemorate the occa- 
sion. 


Friends, Family Honor John Billie Sr. at Tourney 


By Judy Weeks 

BIG CYPRESS — Participants gathered on 
the lawn behind the Big Cypress Senior Center on 
March 27 to compete in the 2nd Annual John Billie Sr. 
Horseshoe Tournament. A collage of framed photo- 
graphs adorned the center table beneath the tent evok- 
ing good thoughts and old stories about their comrade. 

Following an opening prayer, Louise Billie 
reminisced with her friends about the many years she 
had shared with her life partner. Big Cypress Council 
Rep. David Cypress lent humor to the occasion with 
his sharp wit and had everyone laughing as he recalled 
antics of growing up in Big Cypress. 

“We owe a great deal to our elders, who 
taught us responsibility and respect,” Rep. Cypress 
said. “Because of them, we are here today and will be 
able to fill the role of teachers for the next genera- 
tion.” 

A portrait of John Billie Sr. was displayed on 
the front of the commemorative T-shirts and the Bear 
Clan appeared on the back. Door prizes were raffled 
throughout the event. 

A relaxing meal inside the Senior Center fol- 
lowed a strenuous morning of competition. During this 
time out, the Broadcasting Department entertained the 
group with a film of the Big Cypress Seniors Easter 
party and the Preschool Easter egg hunt. 

Returning to the horseshoe court, play 


Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Daisy Buster and Louise Billie try for a 
ringer at the horseshoe tournament. 


resumed with the following results: Men’s Division: 1 . 
David Jumper, 2. George Billie; Women’s Division: 1. 
Elmira Billie, 2. Juanita Osceola, 3. Louise Billie, 4. 
Daisy Buster. 
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'Practice these simple phrases! 

“No, you can't search my car*” 
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Tribal Teams Compete at Kingfish Masters 

Hard Rock, Native Premonitions Teams Represent Tribe 



Felix DoBosz 


(L-R) Seminole Hard Rock boat crew member 
Todd Nickel and Captain Christopher Osceola hold 
up two Kingfish they caught on March 29 at the 
three-day Ocean Promotions Kingfish Masters 
tournament, held in Miami. 



Felix DoBosz 


Frank Miele, of the Tribe’s Native Premonitions 
team, holds up a 29.3 pound Kingfish at Miami’s 
Haulover Park Marina weigh station on March 29. 
The Kingfish was caught about 1.5 miles off 
Hollywood Beach using Speedo fish as bait. 
Unfortunately, the fish was not big enough to beat 
out the Dream Team’s first place Kingfish that 
weighed in at 59.96 pounds. 



Felix DoBosz 

Native Premonitions’ Captain Leon Wilcox (L) guides his boat through Miami’s Haulover Marina as he 
brings in his catch to see if his team has the heaviest Kingfish. 


Hollywood Volleyball Tournament Held 



Felix DoBosz 

Janine Cypress (Right, Kneeling), captain of the Bird Clan Team, won first place at the Volleyball 2008 
Tournament, held in the Hollywood Gym on March 15. 



(L-R) Gino Torretta and Joe Rose prepare for the live auction which included sports memorabilia, 
vacation packages and jewelry. The money raised throughout the weekend and through the Torretta 
Foundation would go toward research for Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), a motor neuron 
disease, more commonly known as Lou Gehrig’s disease, after the New York Yankee who died of the 
disease in 1941. ALS affects an almost equal number of people per year as Multiple Sclerosis (MS). 
There are less patients living with ALS than MS simply because ALS kills faster, usually within 
three to five years. The goal of The Torretta foundation is to slow and cure ALS and similar neu- 
rodegenerative diseases. 


Gino Torretta holds his Heisman Trophy at the 
VIP party, which kicked off his Celebrity Golf 
& Gourmet Weekend, held March 15-17. The 
weekend featured former Heisman winners as 
well as NFL greats. 


Walter Briggs gets ready to swing at the golf 
tournament, held on the final day of the Gino 
Torretta Celebrity Golf & Gourmet Weekend, 
March 17. 




The police know your rights - do you? 
Call my office for a free consultation 



Felix DoBosz 


There was plenty of action at the net as players 
jumped into position to spike the Wilson. 





(L-R) Broadcasting’s Sunshine Frank passes 
Wilson to Chris Jenkins who is ready to make his 
move for the B-Rollers Team. 


Richard Castillo 
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Hollywood’s Softball Co-Ed Playoffs 



Felix DoBosz 


Coach Leon Wilcox pitches for his team, Seminole Rec, in Hollywood’s Softball Co-ed Playoffs on March 
31. Wilcox’s team competed against the Tribal Team in the championship game. The Tribal Team would 
emerge victorious against the Seminole Rec team, 18-14, in this fun-filled slugfest. 



Felix DoBosz 


Tristen Wilcox makes hard contact with the ball 
and hits a line drive into the outfield. 



Felix DoBosz 


Michelle Osceola takes a mighty swing and keeps 
her eye on the softball. 


13th Annual March Madness Tournament 


*- A 



X 




Boys: 14 and Under — St. Ives Red, 2. 
Big Cypress, 3. St. Ives White; 17 and 
Under — 1. St. Ives, 2. Este Chade, 3. 
Bout That. 

Adults: 1. 2 Legit, 2. Rome, with 
Tribal citizen Jerome Davis, 3. Most 
Wanted. 


Hollywood Recreation’s Richard 
Osceola (L) gives the players some 
last minute instructions at the scor- 
ers table before play gets underway 
in the 13th annual March Madness 
Basketball Tournament. The event 
featured teen and adult divisions this 
year, and runs in conjunction with 
the NCAA men’s and women’s bas- 
ketball tournament each year. 


Seminole Pro Bass Tourney 


1. Josh Jumper/Jesse Metcalf, 13 pounds, 12 ounces, ounces, 4. Justin Gopher/Naha Jumper, 5. Charles 

2. Cooper Rivers/Fred Phillips, 12 pounds, 5 ounces, Alexander/Ricky Doctor. 

3. Leon Wilcox Jr./Kassim Stockton, 11 pounds, 8 



Chris Jenkins 


Participants pose for a group picture in the first of three parts of the 8th Annual Howard Tiger 
Memorial Fishing Tournament. Hollywood Recreation Dept. Director Moses “Bigg” Jumper Jr. (C) 
emceed the event, and cash prizes were awarded to the winners. 


Brighton Adults, Youth Compete in Spring Break Triathlon 





Each winner received a T- 
shirt and cash prize, as did the youth 
who competed during their school 
spring break. 

Among the youth there were 
a total of eight teams, all divided by 
age categories. The 8-10 year old 
teams ran one mile, swam two laps, 
or four lengths, and cycled three 
miles; the 11-13 year olds ran one 
mile, swam four laps, or eight lengths, 
and cycled three miles; and the 14-17 
year olds ran two miles, swam 10 
laps, or 20 lengths, and cycled seven 
miles. 

The first place 8-10 year old 
girl team consisted of Keyanna 
Nelson, Chastity Harmon and Lahna 
Sedatol, who completed the course in 
30 minutes, 21 seconds. For the boys, 
the 8-10 year old first place winners 
were: Yopilakio Osceola, Sean 
Osceola and Imalakio Osceola, all fin- 
ishing the course in 30 minutes, 19 
seconds. 

Korvette Bilhe, Jessi Osceola 
and Breanna Bilhe earned first place 
in the 11-13 year old girls division, 
with a course time of 25 minutes, 56 
seconds. The first place 14-17 year 
old team consisted of Alissa Dorgan, 
Kirsten Doney and Kristina Osceola, 
who finished the course in 1:01:53. 


Susan Etxebarria 

The first place 11-13 year old girls team (L-R) Korvette Billie, Jessi Osceola and 
Brianna Billie. 


The first place 8-10 year old girl team (L-R) 
Keyanna Nelson, Chastity Harmon and Lahna 
Sedatol. 


By Susan Etxebarria 

BRIGHTON — Adults and 
youth from the Brighton community 
showed up eager and ready to com- 
pete at the Brighton Spring Break ‘08 
Triathlon Relay Race. To enter the 
race, participants had to estabhsh their 
own three-person team comprised of a 
runner, swimmer and cyclist — the 
three components that make up a tra- 
ditional triathlon. 

For the adults, the relay con- 
sisted of a two mile run, a 10 lap 
swim, totaling 20 lengths in the pool, 
and a seven mile bike ride. The racers 
assembled at the Brighton Pool to 
begin the triathlon; the adults, ages 17 
and older, competed on March 21 at 3 
p.m., and the youth on April 2 at 1 1 
a.m. 

There were two women’s 
teams and two men’s teams compet- 
ing in the adult division. 

The first place Women’s 
Team comprised of runner Carla 
Gopher, swimmer Danielle Howard, 
and cyclist Rita Gopher McCabe, who 
finished the relay course in 1:13:52. 
The first place Men’s Team comprised 
of runner Davey Snow, swimmer Joey 
Micco and cyclist Richard Osceola, 
who finished the 
relay race in 
1:06:50. 


Susan Etxebarria 

The first place Women’s Team (L-R) Carla Gopher, Rita Gopher 
and Danielle Howard. 


Susan Etxebarria 

The first place Men’s Team (L-R) Davey Snow, Richard Osceola and 
Joey Micco. 


Susan Etxebai 

The first place 8-10 year old boy team (L-R) Yopalakiyo Osceola, 
Sean Osceola and Imillakiyo Osceola. 
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Immokalee Relay for Life 


Seminole Recreation Honored by Nova HS 


Clewiston Relay for Life 


Judy Weeks 

Members and affiliates of the Immokalee community rallied at the Immokalee High School track March 
14-15 as Team Seminole came out in support of the American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life. Joining 
approximately 500 people, Team Seminole walked for better health, recognition of victims, survivors and 
an effort to “Fill the Pot for a Cure.” 


Judy Weeks 

Members of the Seminole Tribe and affiliates collected the largest donations in their region during the 
Clewiston Cancer Relay for Life, held March 7 at Clewiston High School. Rushelle Lee’s fifth grade class 
at the Ahfachkee School is all smiles after adding their awesome $4,010.56 donation to the Tribe’s total, 
capping off a very successful drive against this deadly disease. 


On March 18, Haskell Indian Nations University Indians took on the Nova Southeastern University 
Sharks for a fast pitch women’s softball game, played on Osceola Field in Hollywood. Haskell fast 
pitch Women’s Softball Coach Gary Tanner also conducted a softball clinic for young Tribal citizens 
while in South Florida. 




(L-R) Seminole Recreation Director Moses “Bigg” Jumper Jr. and Tribal Treasurer Mike Tiger are 
honored with an award plaque for their dedicated community sponsorship of Nova High School 
Titans Varsity Baseball Team by Nova High School Baseball Coach Pat McQuade and school 
Principal John LaCasse. 


Apdi 2£>QS 

2nd Annual Earth Day Event & Kids Fun 

Tiib£] members and employees are frse 


Event tunes: 

Doors open at item 

Event is from 12 - 5pm 


May I7 r 2008 

Graft Day Event & Kids Fun Day 


Tribal member ana employees are free 


Event timesi 
Dows open at 10am 
Event is from 12 - 5pm 




Located at L he Seminole Hard Rock Hotel 2i Casino Inside the Seminole Paradise * 5716 Seminole Way * Hollywood, Ft 











Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School Awards Recipients 


Kindergarten 

Effort: Laila Bennett, Waylynn Bennett, 

Eecho Billie, Alyssa Gonzalez, Alexis Gore, Donovan 
Harris, Jacee Jumper, Marcie Osceola, Rubie Osceola, 
Jason Sampson, Caillou Smith, Mallorie Thomas, 
Aleah Turtle 

Citizenship: Katie Beck, Myron Billie, 
Dalence Carrillo, Keira French, Edward Gaucin, Aniya 
Gore, Tucker Johns, Malcolm Jones, Sage Motlow, 

Kai Osceola, Madisyn Osceola, Ozzy Osceola 

Improvement: Jahbahn Arnold, Jaylen Baker, 
Jayton Baker, Bevyn Billie, Hunter Howard, Tanner 
Shore, Dante Thomas, Araya Youngblood 

100’s Club: Ozzy Osceola, Katie Beck, Jason 
Sampson, Dante Thomas, Madisyn Osceola, Malcolm 


Jones, Eecho Billie, Jacee Jumper, Marcie Osceola 
Creek Class: Lorene Gopher’s Class: Most 
Improved - Jarrett Bert, Best Writing Skills - Tucker 
Johns, Behavior - Tanner Shore, Best Creek Speaker - 
Mallorie Thomas; Jenny Shore’s Class: Most 
Improved - Katie Beck, Best Writing Skills - 
Malcolm Jones, Behavior - Keira French, Best Creek 
Speaker - Ozzy Osceola 

Arts and Crafts Class: Nancy Shore’s Class: 
Most Improved - Mallorie Thomas & Marcie Osceola, 
Craftsmanship - Eecho Billie & Sage Motlow, 
Behavior - Bevyn Billie & Tanner Shore, Best Creek 
Speaker - Malcolm Jones & Ozzy Osceola 

First Grade 

Effort: J-Wayco Billie, Keely Bilhe, Alicia 
Fudge, Raeley Matthews, Carohne Micco, Kyle 
Palmisano, Kano Puente, Gage Riddle, Aidan Tommie 
Citizenship: Jarrett Bert, Keely Billie, Krysta 
Burton, Alicia Fudge, Robert Harris, Aleina Micco, 
Lucas Osceola, Conner Thomas, Oscar Yates 

Improvement: Alyke Baker, Blake Baker, 
Andrew Fish, Lance Howard, Drake Lawrence, 
Caroline Micco, Conner Thomas, Luzana Venzor 


Creek Class: Lorene Gopher’s Class: Most 
Improved - Blake Baker, Best Writing Skills - Aleina 
Micco, Behavior - Aidan Tommie, Best Creek Speaker 
- Gage Riddle; Jenny Shore’s Class: Most Improved - 
Oscar Yates, Best Writing Skills - Raeley Matthews, 
Behavior - Caroline Micco, Best Creek Speaker - 
Alicia Fudge 

Arts and Crafts Class: Nancy Shore’s Class: 
Most Improved - Andrew Fish & Conner Thomas, 
Craftsmanship - Aleina Micco & J-Wayco Billie, 
Behavior - Aidan Tommie & Keely Billie, Best Creek 
Speaker - Alicia Fudge & Krystal Burton 

Second Grade 

Effort: Sunni Bearden, Elijah Bilhe, Jalynn 
Jones, Morgan King, Dyami 
Nelson, Isaac Osceola, Joseph 
Osceola, Brady Rhodes, Rylee 
Smith 

Citizenship: Marquis 
Fudge, Reed Gopher, Morgan 
King, Cady Osceola, Camryn 
Thomas, Layne Thomas, 

Improvement: Cheyenne 
Fish, Dalton Girtman, Michael 
Girtman, Richard Harris, Logan 
Ortiz, Cyrus Smedley, Layne 
Thomas, Billy Yates 

Creek Class: Lorene 
Gopher’s Class: Most Improved 
- Drayton Billie, Best Writing 
Skills - Camryn Thomas, 
Behavior - Ivess Baker, Best 
Creek Speaker- Aiyana Tommie; 
Jenny Shore’s Class: Most 
Improved - Reed Gopher, Best 
Writing Skills - Morgan King, 
Behavior - Isaac Osceola, Best 
Creek Speaker- Dyami Nelson 

Arts and Crafts Class: Nancy Shore’s Class: 
Most Improved - Elijah Bilhe & Jalynn Jones, 
Craftsmanship - Layne Thomas & Aiyana Tommie, 
Behavior - Reed Gopher & Sunni Bearden, Best 
Creek Speaker - Chloe Chalfant & Camryn Thomas 

Third Grade 

Effort: Bethany Bilhe, Drayton Billie, Ruben 
Burgess, Erik Garcia, Odessa King, Rylee Osceola, 
Samuel Osceola, Sean Osceola, Jaden Puente, Lanie 
Sedatol, Trevor Thomas 

Citizenship: Bethany Billie, Demetrius Clark, 
Robert Fudge, Courtney Gore, Samuel Osceola, Lanie 
Sedatol, Diamond Shore, Kelton Smedley, Crysten 
Smith, Bailey Tedders 

Bronze Award (3 .0-3 .4 GPA): Jermaine 
Bennett, Bethany Billie, Ruben Burgess, Demetrius 
Clark, Robert Fudge, Courtney Gore, Joshua Madrigal, 
Samuel Osceola, Lanie Sedatol, Diamond Shore, 
Kelton Smedley, Crysten Smith 

Silver Award (3. 5-3.9 GPA): Drayton Billie, 
Erik Garcia, Odessa King, Rylee Osceola, Jaden 
Puente, Bailey Tedders, Trevor Thomas 


Gold Award (Straigth A’s - 4.0 GPA): Sean 

Osceola 

Creek Class: Lorene Gopher’s Class: Most 
Improved - Trevor Thomas, Best Writing Skills - 
Jaden Puente, Behavior - Demetrius Clark, Best Creek 
Speaker- Rylee Osceola; Jenny Shore’s Class: Most 
Improved - Lanie Sedatol, Best Writing Skills - 
Jermaine Bennett, Behavior - Joshua Madrigal, Best 
Creek Speaker- Ruben Burgess 

Arts and Crafts Class: Nancy Shore’s Class: 
Most Improved - Lanie Sedatol & Diamond Shore, 
Craftsmanship - Robert Fudge & Rylee Osceola, 
Behavior - Sean Osceola & Odessa King, Best Creek 
Speaker - Jermaine Bennett & Erik Garcia 

PE. Skills Challenge Awards: Gold - Joshua 
Madrigal, Demetrius Clark, Odessa King, and Trevor 
Thomas; Silver - Drayton Bilhe & Kelton Smedley 

Fourth Grade 

Effort: Tyra Baker, Boyd Brown, Kailin 
Brown, Chastity Harmon, Zachary Hudson, Harley 
Johns, Keyana Nelson, Cheyenne Nunez, Imillakiyo 
Osceola, Royce Osceola, CW Ortiz, Dezmon Shore, 
Rayven Smith, Richard Smith 

Citizenship: Tamea Allen, Tyra Baker, 

Thomas Bearden, Michael Garcia, Alison Gopher, 
Joshua Greenbaum, Elizabeth 
Johns, Kalgary Johns, Brydgett 
Koontz, Donovan Osceola, 

Lahna Sedatol, Jayce Smith, 

Melany Williams 

Bronze Award (3.0-3. 4 
GPA): Tamea Allen, Michael 
Garcia, Allison Gopher, Chastity 
Harmon, Harley Johns, Brydgett 
Koontz, Keyana Nelson, 

Imillakiyo Osceola, Trista 
Osceola, Yopalakiyo Osceola, 

Dezmon Shore, Rayven Smith 
Silver Award (3. 5-3 .9 
GPA): Boyd Brown, Elizabeth 
Johns, Jaron Johns 

Gold Award (Straigth 
A’s - 4.0 GPA): Kailin Brown, 

Joshua Greenbaum, Zachary 
Hudson, Zeke Matthews, 

Cheyenne Nunez, Donovan 
Osceola, Melany Williams 

Creek Class: Lorene 
Gopher’s Class: Most Improved 
- Chastity Harmon, Best Writing 
Skills - Joshua Greenbaum, Behavior - Robert Fudge, 
Best Creek Speaker- Tyra Baker; Jenny Shore’s Class: 
Most Improved - Cheyenne Nunez, Best Writing 
Skills - Kailin Brown, Behavior - Yopalakiyo 
Osceola, Best Creek Speaker- Melany Williams 

Arts and Crafts Class: Nancy Shore’s Class: 
Most Improved - Cheyenne Nunez & Thomas 
Bearden, Craftsmanship - Imillakiyo Osceola & 
Rayven Smith, Behavior - Donovan Osceola & C.W. 
Ortiz, Best Creek Speaker - Richard Smith & 

Kailin Brown 


PE. Skills Challenge Awards: Gold - 
Cheyenne Nunez, Yopalakiyo Osceola, Kailin Brown, 
Zeke Matthews, Imillakiyo Osceola, Raven Smith, and 
Zachary Hudson; Silver - Tyra Baker, Harley Johns, 
Jaron Johns, and Thomas Bearden; Bronze - Michael 
Garcia, CW Ortiz, and Boyd Brown 

Fifth Grade 

Effort: Toby Gopher, Deveon Jones, Delaney 
Osceola, Lindsey Sampson, JT Smith, Jennifer 
Tommie, Breanna Billie, Cameron Youngblood 

Citizenship: Daniel Nunez, Korvette Billie, 
Joshua Boromei, Myrick Puente, Justice Baker 

Bronze Award (3 .0-3 .4 GPA): Anthony Johns, 
Braceton King, Brooke Osceola 

Silver Award (3. 5-3.9 GPA): Layton Thomas 
Gold Award (Straight A’s - 4.0 GPA): Daniel 

Nunez 

Creek Class: Lorene Gopher’s Class: Most 
Improved - J.T. Smith, Best Writing Skills - Joshua 
Boromei, Behavior - Breanna Billie, Best Creek 
Speaker- Deveon Jones; Jenny Shore’s Class: Most 
Improved - Cameron Youngblood, Best Writing Skills 
- Braceton King, Behavior - Brooke Osceola, Best 
Creek Speaker- Layton Thomas 

Arts and Crafts Class: Nancy Shore’s Class: 


Most Improved - Jennifer Thomas & Korvette Billie, 
Craftsmanship - J.T. Smith & Daniel Nunez, Behavior 
- Cameron Youngblood & Toby Gopher, Best Creek 
Speaker - Layton Thomas & Joshua Boromei 

PE. Skills Challenge Awards: Gold - Joshua 
Boromei, Deveon Jones, Braceton King, Daniel 
Nunez, and Myrick Puente; Silver - Breanna Billie, 
Brooke Osceola, and Layton Thomas; Bronze - 
Delaney Osceola and JT Smith. 




Photo Courtesy of Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School 


Fourth grade Creek class award winners with teacher teacher Lorene 
Gopher (R, Back Row). 
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Broadcasting Dept Hosts 2nd Annual 
Youth Video Production Workshop 

Classes to be Held June 22-28 in Hollywood Offices 


Seminole Broadcasting 
has developed a video produc- 
tion workshop program to 
introduce Tribal youth to the 
video and television produc- 
tion industry. This seven day 
workshop, scheduled June 22- 
28 at the Broadcasting Offices 
in Hollywood, will introduce 
participants to the various 
aspects of video production. 
The classes will be taught by 
Seminole Broadcasting staff 
and industry professionals. 

For further information, 


please contact Seminole 
Broadcasting’s Dennis Pellarin 
at (954) 985-5701, Ext. 10707. 
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PreschooVs 7th Annual Field Day 




Marisol Gonzalez 

Shyla Holata plays with UM’s mascot, Sebastian. 


The infant class 


Marisol Gonzalez 

also a part of the Field Day. 



Marisol Gonzalez 

(L-R) Janae Bankston, Jay Bowers, Julia Doctor 
and Helesi Two Shoes race while kicking the 
soccer ball in one of many obstacle races at the 
7th Annual Preschool Field Day, held at the 
Hollywood Ball Field on March 26. 






Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School 
Recognizes Students of the Week 


Students Recognized for the 

Week of March 3-7 


Kindergarten: 

Miss Robinson - Sage Motlow, Tanner Shore 
Mrs. Webber - Ozzy Osceola, Madisyn Osceola 


1st Grade: 

Mrs. Davis - Alyke Baker, Lucas Osceola 
Mrs Ringstaff - Gage Riddle, Aleina Micco 


2nd Grade: 

Mrs. Ball - Layne Thomas 
Mrs. Hudson - Cady Osceola 


3rd Grade: 

Mrs. Pryor - Robert Fudge, Odessa King 
Mrs. Clements - Erik Garcia 


4th Grade: 

Mrs. Tedders - Yopalakiyo Osceola, Lahna Sedatol 
Mrs. Williams - Imillakiyo Osceola, Alison Gopher 


Kindergarten: 

Miss Robinson - Aleah Turtle 
Mrs. Webber - Caillou Smith 


1st Grade: 

Mrs. Davis - Robert Harris 
Mrs. Ringstaff - Krysta Burton 


3rd Grade: 

Mrs. Clements - Bethany Billie 
Mrs. Pryor - Rylee Osceola 


4th Grade: 

Mrs. Tedders - Tamea Allen, Dezmon Shore 
Mrs. Williams - Donovan Osceola 


Students Recognized for the 

Week of March 24-28 
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The Seminole Health Department 
nutritionists offer a variety of programs and 
services. Community education (at Senior 
Centers, schools, reservation events and other 
programs) and patient counseling at the clinics 
are the primary focuses. 

If you have questions and would like 
to visit a nutritionist, call them at the following 
locations: 


Hollywood, Toma Hunter, (954) 965- 
1300, Ext. 103 11 

Brighton, Beth Morlang, (863) 983- 
0271, Ext. 15344 

Immokalee, Charlotte Porcaro, (239) 
867-3408 

Big Cypress, Suzanne Fundingsland, 
(863) 983-5798, Ext. 12318 


WE SERVICE WHAT WE SELL! 

RQrtiots Nov* Avsttabte Thru ST&T RENTALS 


Flea Control and Prevention 


Tribe Welcomes First-Ever Native Physician 


Pediatrician Lisa Wildcatt Joins Health Dept. Full Time 


Submitted by Ava John, MPH, REHS 
Environmental Health Program 

You might think that fleas are just 
a bit of a nuisance for your pet, an 
irritating bite at the most. But these 
parasites can cause serious problems 
ranging from skin allergies, hair loss and 
worms. 

Attempting to control fleas on 
your pets is a 
multi-step 
process. Adult 
fleas spend most 
of their time on 
an animal, but 
the flea eggs, 
larvae, and pupae 
are found in 
abundance in the 
environment 
such as in 
carpeting, 
beddings, and 
grass. For every 
flea that you see 
on your pet, there 
are likely to be 
hundreds of eggs 
and larvae in 
your home and 
yard. Therefore, an effective flea control 
program always includes treating the 
environment as well as treating your pet. 

The essential steps for a 
successful flea control program include 
flea control indoors as well as outdoors, 
and on your pet. 

Flea Control in the Indoor 
Environment 

Frequently vacuum the areas your 
pet is around, especially carpeted areas in 
your home, under furniture that is 
frequented by your pet and where your pet 
sleeps. Each time, seal your vacuum bag in 
a plastic bag and discard immediately. 

Use a product that will kill any 
remaining adult fleas and also stop the 
development of eggs and larvae. This can 
be in the form of carpet powders, foggers 
or sprays. Your veterinarian can help you 
choose the appropriate products for your 
situation. 

Wash your pet’s bedding weekly 
and treat the bed and surrounding area with 
a product that contains both an adulticide, 
to kill adult fleas, and an insect growth 
regulator. 

Do not forget to also clean and 
treat your automobile, pet carrier, or any 
other place your pet spends much time. 

Flea Control in the Outdoor 
Environment 

Flea control in the outdoor 


determine how to modify the program 
she developed for the Cherokee Tribe 
and tailor a similar program to the 
Seminole Tribe. She said updating her 
program to be Seminole-specific is a 
move “to continue to strive towards a 
culturally-appropriate health service for 
Native Americans.” 

“What we’re trying to do is 
make it the best,” Wildcatt said. “We’re 
working towards putting all the pieces 
together.” 

In addition, Wildcatt said she is 
working on making pediatric care 
uniform throughout all reservations, 
meaning 
Immokalee’s 
youngsters will 
have the same 
care they receive 
in Hollywood. 

She said well 
child exams will 
have a check list 
of all the things a 
health care worker 
must examine 
before the patient 
leaves. 

One 

thing Wildcatt has 
already 

implemented at 
Tribal health 
facilities is the use 
of two computer 
programs, one to 
test for autism and 
the other which 
checks to make 
sure the child is 
^ developing at a 

proper rate. She 
said the latter, 

— known as a 
developmental 

screener, is a questionnaire the parents 
complete to see if their child has any 
developmental “delays.” Wildcatt said 
this test, called the Ages & Stages 
Questionnaire®, will catch up to 80 
percent more than a pediatrician alone. 

Tribal citizens wanting to 
schedule an appointment for their child 
to see Dr. Wildcatt should call then- 
local clinic. 


environment generally involves treating the 
yard and kennel areas where fleas are most 
likely to occur. Fleas tend to hke it where 
it is moist, warm, and shady, where there is 
organic debris, and where pets spend more 
of their outdoor time. So be sure to 
concentrate on areas such as patios, under 
porches, dog houses, etc. 

Rake away any organic debris 

such as leaves, straw, 
grass clippings, etc., 
to disturb flea habitat 
and allow any flea 
product you use 
outdoors to penetrate. 
You may 

need to treat the yard 
every seven to 21 
days depending on the 
product. Read the 
label on all 
insecticides 
thoroughly and apply 
them as directed. 
Regardless of the 
product used, 
remember not to spray 
when or where runoff 
could go into lakes or 
canals. 

Flea Control on Your Pet 

Now that we’ve taken care of the 
fleas in your home and treated the hot 
spots in your yard, it’s time to eliminate 
the fleas that are on your pet. There are a 
number of flea control products for use on 
pets, including once-a-month topical 
products, sprays, dips, shampoos, collars, 
powders, oral and inject-able products. 
Please ask your veterinarian for the most 
effective way to rid fleas from your dog. 

Always remember when using 
flea products: Read the entire label before 
use. If you don’t understand something, 
you should ask your veterinarian; follow 
the directions exactly, using latex gloves if 
possible. Then wash your hands; on cats, 
use only products labeled for cats; and 
store products away from food and out of 
children’s reach. 

Flea control is a year round event 
and treating your pet regularly with a 
product that controls fleas is the best way 
to make sure that your pet and home stays 
protected. Talk to your veterinarian for 
advice on the most suitable flea control 
product for your pet and your home. 

The Animal Control Program 
requests that you call the Health 
Department with any animal control issues. 
The department can be reached at (954) 
965-1300, Ext. 10363. 






By Shelley Marmor 

HOLLYWOOD — Dr. Lisa 
Wildcatt, MD (Choctaw) joined the 
Seminole Health Dept, on Feb. 18 as the 
department’s full time pediatrician. She 
is the first Native American physician to 
work for the Tribe. 

Wildcatt will travel between 
reservations to provide care for the 
Tribe’s youngest members. She will be 
in Brighton on Mondays, Hollywood on 
Tuesdays, Big Cypress on Wednesdays, 
and Immokalee on Fridays. Although 
she said Health Department staff 
members generally schedule her to see 
about one patient 
per hour, 

Wildcatt said 
“I’ 11 see whoever 


Wildcatt said when developing 
the program she took into account the 
basic guidelines all pediatricians should 
follow, as outlined by the American 
Academy of Pediatrics (AAP), the 
North Carolina Well Child guidelines, 
and finally, the specific needs of the 
Cherokee Tribe. She said, for example, 
the national rates of asthma — the No. 1 
chronic illness among Native children 
— are about 8 percent; however, within 
the Cherokee Tribe, that number rises to 
13 percent. 

Since coming to work for the 
Seminole Tribe, Wildcatt and other staff 


comes m. 

She 

attended the 
University of 
North Dakota 
(UND) in Grand 
Forks, N.D. for 
both her 
undergraduate 
degree in biology 
and her medical 
degree before 
completing her 
pediatric 
residency at the 
Medical College 
of Georgia in 
Augusta. 

Wildcatt 
said she was bom 
and raised in 
South Florida 
and was “ready 
to come home” 
when she took 
the job with the 
Tribe and moved 

to her current residence in Lighthouse 
Point, Fla. 

Before joining the Seminole 
Health team, Wildcatt worked for the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians at the 
Cherokee Hospital. While at the 
hospital, located in Cherokee, N.C., she 
developed and implemented the 
hospital’s Pediatric Program, which she 
called “successful” and said is still 
utilized today. 


Dr. Lisa Wildcatt in 


her Hollywood office at the clinic. 


members have been collecting data and 
statistics from Tribal citizens, which are 
plugged into the Registered Patient 
Management System (RPMS) database 
to be analyzed. The RPMS was 
implemented by the U.S. Dept, of the 
Interior’s Indian Health Service and is 
used by many Tribes, according to 
Wildcatt. 

After putting facts and figures 
into the RPMS, Wildcatt said she will 
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Dear Health Educator, 

I am 65 and I am starting to notice that I have 
some changes in my eyesight. I am scared of going 
blind. What can I do to help take care of my eyes and 
keep my vision? 

Sincerely, 

Concerned 

Senior 

Dear Concerned Senior, 

Many people 
notice a change in their 
vision as they age. By the 
age of 65, one out of 
every three Americans 
suffers from a form of a 
vision impairing eye 
disease. Many of these 
people do not realize that 
this is due to an eye 
disease. Most people 
believe that poor vision is 
just a part of aging. Early 
detection and treatment of 
eye disease can help 
seniors save their sight. 

The first step in 
detecting health problems 
is to see a physician for a 
complete physical. This is 
important, because many 
medical conditions affect 
the eyes. Your eye doctor 
needs to know what your 
current medical conditions 
are when you have a 
vision screening. This 
includes a complete list of medications that you are 
currently taking. 

The next step is to schedule an appointment 
with the eye care professional. Choosing an eye care 
professional can be a little confusing. The most 
common terms used to describe an eye care 
professional are optician, optometrist, and 
ophthalmologist. 

An optician is not trained for eye 
examinations or treatment solutions for eye disorders. 
They help you select and adjust your frames. 

An optometrist is a doctor of optometry. They 
perform annual examinations to treat any vision 
problems and detect signs of disease and abnormal 
conditions. They are able to prescribe glasses or 
contacts. 

An ophthalmologist is a medical doctor who 
is specialized in eye and vision care. Ophthalmologists 
are trained to provide all eye care services, from 
prescribing glasses and contact lenses to eye surgery. 


Ophthalmologists are the only eye care professionals 
certified to perform surgery on the eye. 

Once you have an appointment with your eye 
care professional, organize yourself for the exam. This 
includes: bringing a list of past and current medical 
conditions and your current medication list; keeping a 
list of questions for the 
examiner, as well as a log 
of any pain or symptoms 
you have experienced; and 
bringing a friend or family 
member to the eye exam 
appointment, as you will 
not be able to drive when 
your eyes are dilated. 

Following your 
exam, it is important to 
remember that many 
lifestyle choices can affect 
your eyes. For instance, if 
you are diabetic try to 
monitor your blood sugar 
carefully. Good blood 
sugar control can help 
prevent or postpone 
diabetic retinopathy. 
Smoking and having high 
cholesterol can put you at 
a greater risk for 
developing age related 
macular degeneration. 

Making a few 
changes in your lifestyle 
can help to preserve your 
eyesight in your senior 
years. These changes can 
include walking more 
often, eating well balanced meals, and taking your 
medications routinely. Talk with your health care team 
about small changes that can really improve your 
overall health and as a result protect your vision. 

Make a commitment to have your eyes 
examined annually. The frequency of these exams can 
detect small changes before they become large 
problems. 

For more information about this topic, please 
contact the health educator on your reservation: Big 
Cypress Wellness Center, (863) 983-5798, Marjorie 
Meredith, Health Educator; Brighton Medical Clinic, 
(863) 763-0271, Barbara Boling, Health Educator; 
Hollywood Medical Clinic, (954) 962-2009, Tina 
Mennella, Health Educator; immokalee Medical 
Clinic, (239) 867-3400, Charlotte Porcaro, 
Dietician/Health Educator. 

Sincerely, 

Your Health Educator 


Common Senior Eye Problems 
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On Eagles’ Wings Shares Positive Message with Tribe 

Christian Native Youth Group Return to Seminole Country 



By Felix DoBosz 

HOLLYWOOD — Members of the 
Hollywood community received a message of hope on 
March 27-28 lfom members of the Native Christian 
youth ministry aptly named On Eagles’ Wings. 

The volunteer group has traveled throughout 
Indian Country in the U.S. and Canada for the past 17 


He is originally from San Jose, Calif, and of 
mixed ancestry with a lineage to several Tribes in 
Oklahoma on his mother’s side, and of Puerto Rican 
descent on his father’s. 

The 20 or so young people that make up On 
Eagles’ Wings are Native Americans from different 
Tribal communities throughout the U.S. and Canada. 

They travel throughout the 
country telling their stories of 
personal tragedies they have 
encountered in their young lives. 

However, they also 
explain how this program helped 
them embark on a journey of self- 
discovery, transformed them and 
changed their attitude about life, 
beginning by embracing the 
teachings of Jesus Christ. What 
makes this ministry program so 
unique is the fact that these young 
people tell their stories in a way 
that’s very personal. They often 
break the ice when meeting other 
Tribal youth by playing a friendly 
game of hoops, which is what 
makes their message so effective. 

Leo Bird (Cherokee), a 
soft spoken middle-aged man, 
originally from Oklahoma, is an 
assistant pastor with a chinch 
near the Pine Ridge Reservation 
in South Dakota. For the past nine 


Felix DoBosz 

The On Eagles’ Wings team lines up to share their testimonials of hope. 


years, spreading its message to 
young Native peoples. They tailor 
their message to reach young 
adults ages 16-35, using an 
interactive peer to peer 
presentation that is both 
mesmerizing and optimistic. 

The evangelical group 
received such positive feedback 
after visiting the Tribe last year 
that they were invited back again. 

This year they visited the 
Seminole communities in the last 
week of March during spring 
break. 

Marcus Guinn, AKA 
Emcee One, hosted the event and 
was also the DJ, playing only 
positive rap songs while the 
young team members tossed 
basketballs on the outdoor courts 
at the Hollywood Seminole Gym. 

Guinn has been with the group 

for the past four years, providing Fclix DoBosz 

music and support to the young Q n £ a g| es ’ wings members get warmed up, playing a friendly game of 
volunteers in the program. basketball with Seminole Tribal citizens. 

It s more than a job, it s 

an adventure,” said Guinn. 




Felix DoBosz 


Team advocate Marcus Guinn, AKA Emcee One, only 
plays rap songs that have a positive message. 


years he has volunteered his time to travel with On 
Eagles’ Wings and help them to spread the word. 

“We’ve had members from 30-40 different 
Tribes; my first time we went all the way up to 
Alaska,” Bird said. “A lot of reservations are not like 
[the Seminole Tribe of Florida]; other places you go 
to, there’s a lot more poverty, drugs and alcohol just 
like everywhere else, and suicides, abuse and incest.” 

“It’s a cycle over and over and we need to 
break that cycle through education and the teachings 
of the local churches and also listening to some of 
these young people’s testimonials,” Bird added. 

Craig Smith has been serving as the director 
of On Eagles’ Wings for the past five years. He had a 
great deal to say about this program of hope. 

“You look at these team members, some of 
them were drug addicts, some of them were 
alcoholics, many of the girls on our team 
unfortunately have suffered sexual abuse, a lot of 
deep pain in their upbringing, but they’ve been 
healed from that; they’ve been restored,” Smith said. 
“Now these young people have a passion in their 
heart to share that hope with other Native young 
people, and that’s what we do in On Eagles’ Wings.” 

One of the ways Smith and On Eagles’ 
Wings helps young people is through events such as 
their annual Warrior Leadership Summit. For this 
gathering, the organization recruits young adult 
Native Americans to participate in united Christian 
worship and fun activities in a summer camp-type 
atmosphere. This year’s Warrior Leadership Summit 
will be held July 3-8 at the Windermere Conference 
Center in Roach, Mo. 

To learn more about On Eagles’ Wings 
please visit their website at 
http://wls.hutchcraft.com. 





The Healthy Senior 


By Fred Cicetti 

[Editor s Note: Fred Cicetti is a syndicated 
columnist who writes about issues concerning senior 
citizens ’ health. The opinions he expresses are his 
own. If you would like to ask a question, please 
write fredcicetti@gmail.com. All Rights Reserved 
©2008 by Fred Cicetti.] 

Q: Is ALS an old-person’s disease, or does 
it affect every age group? 

A: Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) 
usually strikes between the ages of 40 and 70, but 
there have been cases of it in young adults, children 
and older people. The average age for getting ALS is 
55. 

ALS is known as Lou Gehrig’s disease in 
the USA. Gehrig, who played baseball for the New 
York Yankees, died of the disease in 1941. In other 
countries, ALS is often called motor neuron disease. 
It is not contagious. 

ALS destroys nerve cells — motor neurons 
— that control muscle cells. In most cases, the cause 
is unknown. As the motor neurons are lost, the 
muscles they control weaken. Eventually, people 
with ALS are paralyzed. 

Amyotrophic means “no muscle 
nourishment.” Lateral identifies the affected areas in 
the spinal cord. Sclerosis refers to the scarring or 
hardening in the region. 

ALS doesn’t directly affect involuntary 
muscles, so the heart, digestive tract, bladder and 
sexual organs continue to work. Hearing, vision, 
touch and intellectual ability generally remain 
normal. Pain is not a major component of ALS. 

The most common form of the disease in 
the U.S. is “sporadic” ALS. It may affect anyone, 
anywhere. “Familial” ALS is inherited. Only about 
five to 10 percent of all ALS patients appear to have 
the inherited form of ALS. In those families, there is 
a 50 percent chance each offspring will inherit the 
gene mutation and may develop the disease. 

Respiratory problems usually kill those 
with ALS in three to five years after diagnosis. 
About 10 percent of those with ALS live more than 
10 years. Some even survive for more than 10 years. 
For example, the famed British physicist Stephen 
Hawking has had ALS since the 1960s. In a small 
number of people, ALS mysteriously stops. 

The usual early symptoms of ALS are 
weakness or spasms in a limb, and trouble speaking 
or swallowing. After the initial symptoms, the 
disease may progress in the following way: 
cramping of muscles, demitted use of the limbs; 
thick speech and difficulty projecting the voice; 
difficulty breathing. 

Doctors begin testing for ALS by checking 
muscle and nerve function. The next step is usually 


an electromyogram 
(EMG). This test measures 
the signals that run between nerves and 
muscles and the electrical activity inside muscles. 
Additional tests may include a magnetic resonance 
imaging (MRI) scan, a spinal tap between two lower 
vertebrae, blood tests and muscle biopsies. 

Rilutek (riluzole), which is approved by the 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration, is the only drug 
found so far that helps prolong life in people with 
ALS. 

However, there are non-pharmaceutical 
treatments to help people with ALS. These include 
physical and occupational therapy, respiratory 
therapy and assisted ventilation, speech therapy, 
nutritional and emotional support. There are devices, 
too, such as special grips for writing implements and 
eating utensils, canes, supportive braces, walkers, 
wheelchairs and scooters. 


Lou Gehrig 




Previous Photo Challenge Answer 


Ada Smith Bowers and Lena Gopher 


Tribune Archive Photo 

Can you guess who we are? Please see the May 30 issue of The Seminole Tribune to find out. 










Upcoming Events: 

BON JOVI 
ANDRE RIEU 
SANTANA 
BB KING 
CHICAGO 
RADIOHEAD 
ERIC CLAPTON 
KAN YE WEST/RI HANNA 
KID ROCK 
TIM MCGRAW 
POLICE 
AVENTURA 
DURAN DURAN 
LYNYRD SKYNYRD 
STEVE MILLE BAND 
STEELY DAN 
PEARL JAM 
THE CURE 
TOBY KEITH 
DAVE MATTHEWS BAND 
TOM PETTY 
YES JOURNEY 
GEORGE MICHAEL 


Happy with our Entertainment Service? 
Try our Full Travel Service 

Cruises Hotels + Airlines 

305-44S-6S66 or (866)445-6566 

Visit us at: w w w. prefer red ultimatetraveh com 
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Class III Gaming Machines Installed at 
Hollywood Classic Casino 


Members of the Tribal Council, (L-R) Brighton Rep. Roger Smith, BC Rep. David Cypress, Hollywood Rep. Max B. 
Osceola Jr., and Vice Chairman Richard Bowers Jr., take the ceremonial first pull on the new machines. 

Class HI Gaming Comes to Coconut Creek Casino 

Las Vegas-Style Slot Machines Installed at Seminole Facility 


By Chris Jenkins 

COCONUT CREEK — The 

Las Vegas-style Class III gaming 
conversion at the Tribe’s casinos 
continued on March 12 at the Coconut 
Creek Casino when more than 700 new 
slot machines were unveiled for Tribal 
citizens and invited guests. 

The Tribal Council was on 
hand for the ceremonial first slot pull. 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress, President 
Richard Bowers Jr. and other council 
members addressed the media along 
with special guest rock ‘n’ roll stars the 
“Golden Boys,” Frankie Avalon, Fabian 
and Bobby Rydell, on hand. The three 
are best known for their Las Vegas, 
Atlantic City and nationwide shows and 


performances, as well as movie 
appearances, in careers that have 
spanned decades. 

“We dedicate this day to our 
ancestors, our Tribal members, and our 
Tribal Council,” President Bowers Jr. 
said. “This is the beginning of more 
prosperity for our communities 
throughout Florida and expands on 
everything we have already.” 

Seminole Gaming Chief of 
Operations James F. Allen also updated 
those in attendance about plans for the 
hiring of more than 3,600 Blackjack, 
Baccarat, and Pai Gow dealers, along 
with floor supervisors, pit bosses, cage 
managers and more. 

Installing the new machines at 


Coconut Creek is the latest in a multi- 
phase process for upgrades and 
expansions at Seminole gaming 
facilities, including building the 
Coconut Creek Hotel, a porte-cocheres 
entrance with valet, expanded casino 
space, retail shopping and other 
amenities. 

The six other Tribally-owned 
locations will also be included in the 
conversion with the Hard Rock Tampa 
slated for upgrades on May 1 . 

The machines are 

manufactured by International Game 
Technology (IGT) and Bally 
Technologies with one cent to $1,000 
denominations. 
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§%&&€& « entertainment 

Premium Seating For 
All Local & National Events 
Concerts ★ Sports ★ Theatre 

For All Events Call: 

(305) 444-TIXX (8499) (800) 881 8499 
Visit us at: www.preferredultimate.com 


We Deliver * All Major Credit Cards Accepted 


The new machines were all tested before the public used them. 


Marisol Gonzalez 

The newest Class III gaming machines at the Hollywood Classic Casino. 
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ANOTHER HISTORIC MILESTONE FOR THE SEMINOLE TRIBE OF FLORIDA 


HOLLYWOOD GOES VEGAS 



LOTS 
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t Seminole Way, Hollywood, FL * seminolehardTOckhollywood.com 
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NOW PLAYING AT 
SEMINOLE HARO ROCK 


Our casino is packed with the hottest 
Vegas-style slots and video poker in all 
denominations. Plus, loads of thrilling 
new slots are arriving daily, so stop in 
today to play your favorites! 


HOLLYWOOD, FL 
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£ PINES BLUD. 
OKE PINES! 


OPEN 7 DAYS! 


Every Ford Under The Florida Sun 
I s Right Here At World Ford 


Huge Selection Of 
Preowned! 

All Makes And 
Models! a 


Open 

Every 

Day! 


Always 

Offering 

New Ford 
Specials To 
The Seminole- 
MiCCOSUKEE 
Communities And 
Their Employees! 


uliinmtTtum 


BE SURE TO ASK FOR 
HECTOR ISABEL ( 954 - 593 - 2586 ) 

Service And Parts Specials # » 

Always Available! come 
By Or Just Give Us A Call! 


PAYMENTS 
^ AND 

FINANCING 


See Your New Ford For Less 
Somewhere Else? 

We’ll Beat Their Price! 

Just Call Us! 
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Culture Teacher Jenny Shore shows Camryn Thomas and Cheyenne Aniya Gore plays a Creek language game. 
Fish how to cook frybread with the assistance of Shirley Sampson. 



Susan Etxebarria 


(L-R) Preston Baker teaches woodcarving to Morgan King 
and Reed Gopher. 
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❖ Culture 

Continued from page 1 

Creek with rotating groups of student. Another circle 
of students sat on the ground near a tree. 

The students also took turns playing a game 
of Fishing with teacher Janelle Robinson. In the game, 
the children attempted to snag a paper fish with a 
magnet hanging from a string on a stick. Written on 
the fish was a Creek word and the student was asked 
to pronounce the Creek word and say its meaning in 
English. 

Teacher Denise Welbom also led the students 
in a Creek version of Duck, Duck Goose where the 
students had to state the words in Creek as they played 
the game. 

Before the day was over all the students had 
a chance to eat the delicious frybread that was cooked 
over the fires under the chickee. 

Louise Gopher, former Education Dept, 
director, also assisted with the Cultural Education 
Day. 

The following day, March 20, the students 
had an extension of Cultural Day at a traditional 
Seminole lunch served at the charter school. Mary Jo 
Micco cooked the meal consisting of rice, Spam® and 
tomato gravy, frybread, sofkee and fruit. 

“The Cultural Program is the other part of the 
charter school,” said the Cultural Education Program 
Director Lorene Gopher. “We teach our students how 
to speak, write and read our Seminole Creek language, 
and the arts and crafts of our people.” 

Tribal-Wide Cultural Education Coordinator 
Shelly Walker said the department is seeking Tribal 



Susan Etxebarria 


Reed Gopher volunteers to tell a legend and 
Aiyanna Tommie and Jalynn Jones pay close 
attention. 


citizens to volunteer or apply for a job in a paid 
position in the cultural program at the charter school. 

“A few elders are leading the way now but it 
is only when younger adults get involved that we can 
ensure the Tribe’s cultural program will survive,” said 
Walker. There is hope the children learning today will 
become the future leaders of Seminole culture in the 
future but meanwhile there is a large gap in Creek 
language skills among 20-50 year olds.” 

She said it can be a fillfilling and rewarding 
experience to teach the youth their culture and all who 
wish to participate will be offered teacher’s training. It 
will include Creek language training as well as 
instruction in teaching Seminole arts and crafts. 

Currently the Cultural Education Department 
offers Creek language classes to teenage youth after 
school. In high school a student is required to study a 
foreign language such as Spanish, French or German. 
The Okeechobee County School Board has an 
alternative arrangement with Brighton to teach Creek 
classes at the reservation to fulfill the high school 
students’ requirement for graduation. It also counts as 
college credit. 

“Maintaining our language has been my 
priority,” said Gopher. “Without the knowledge of our 
language we have no identity. My dream and vision 
are that the young children leam to speak their 
language. We strive for that each day.” 



Susan Etxebarria 


Kano Puente plays the Fish Game with Culture 
Teacher Janelle Robinson. 
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Seminole Okalee Indian Village Hosts 2nd Annual Earth Day Celebration 



Clinton Holt, Bird Clan, sticks his head into the alligator’s jaws. 


During the alligator show, Clinton Holt, Bird Clan, pulls an alligator out of water. 




Felix DoBosz 


A golden panther stares from its cage during the 2nd Annual Earth 
Day celebration at Okalee Village. 



Felix DoBosz 


Kids had fun learning organic art under the shade of the chickee. 



Felix DoBosz 


An educational chickee was set up at Okalee Village for guests to 
read environmentally-related literature and watch a video 
presentation of A1 Gore’s Oscar® winning global warning 
documentary “An Inconvenient Truth.” 
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SEMINOLE STAR SEARCH 
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Friday, May 2nd 
Seven o f Clock 


The Auditorium at Tribal Heodquorters 
t 6300 Stirling Rood 

Hollywood Florida, 33024 



954.797.5562 




Congratualtions 


I would like to con- 
gratulate my husband, Pete 
Osceola-Hahn, for being 
accepted in the Americans for 
Indian Opportunity Program. 
The kids and I are so very 
proud of you. You are a perfect 
example of wanting something 
bad enough, working hard to 
reach that goal and believing 
that nothing is impossible. We 
will always support you in 
everything you do. 

Love always, 
Mercedes, Draven 
Stryker and Presleigh Amalia 


In Memonam 


Never Forgotten 

Josiah “Jojo” 
Robbins 

February 8, 2007 — 
March 21, 2007 

We all love you and 
miss you, 

Mommy, Daddy, 
Ashley, Kyle, Talia, 
Dylan and Kassiah 


In Loving Memory of Catherine Madrigal Marin 

1 959-2008 




My precious daughter Catherine 
Madrigal Marin, 48, left this earth on Jan. 

9 and went to a heavenly home of less 
heartache and pain. Every mother who has 
suffered such a loss knows how I feel. It 
takes time to heal. 

My Cathy is 

remembered as a faithful 
daughter, a beloved sister, 
a conscientious mother 
and grandmother, and a 
loving wife. Her life 
touched many. 

Cathy, a member 
of the Panther Clan, was 
devoted in her work for 
the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida. She served on the 
staff of the Brighton 
Preschool for more than 
17 years before her ill- 
ness. Children loved her. When parents and 
teachers needed her assistance she was 
always ready to help. She had a gift of 
being a problem-solver and many sought 
her advice. 

Cathy’s husband of the past seven 
years adored her. Before her marriage to 
her second husband, Tim Marin, she had 
raised her children as a single mother. It 
wasn’t easy hut she did a fine job. 

As adults, her daughter Lisa Huff 
Betscher brought her joy with two grand- 
children, Alek and Jakeb Betscher. Her son 
Chad Huff also gave her grandchildren. 
They are Caylie, Haylie and Kalissa Huff. 

Cathy seemed reserved to those 
who did not know her, as she spoke little 
about herself. She was a private person. 


But she had close friends with whom she 
shared her dreams and goals. She struggled 
with the serious health problem many of us 
face, and she was determined to win out, 
but God had another plan for her life. I 
pray what Cathy went 
through will save some- 
one else. 

I can imagine 
her having some good 
chats again with my 
mother, Lois Micco, 
who passed in 1995. 
Cathy loved her grand- 
mother and happily 
lived with her at 
Brighton Reservation in 
her teen years. 

She graduated 
from Moore Haven 
High School and then 
went to work, first at the old Bingo Hall, 
then at Joe Lester’s store, and later driving 
the school bus for the Education 
Department. But it was working with chil- 
dren and parents at the Preschool where 
Cathy found her calling in life. 

Cathy’s sisters are Debbie Carter 
and Donna Turtle. Her brothers are 
Howard “Boo” Madrigal and John 
Madrigal. Her father is Chon Madrigal. 

It’s hard to believe Cathy is gone. 

I had the honor of being her mother and I 
am grateful for the children and grandchil- 
dren she has blessed us with. I thank my 
family, friends and Tribe for their support 
during these days of sorrow. 

— Leah Minnick 
April 2008 


Birthdays 

Happy birthday to Jada Sky 
Holdiness, who turned 7 on April 4. 

Jada Sky, we cannot believe how grown 
you have gotten, but as the years go by, 
you will always be our special little lady. 

Love, 

Mom (Ada Campos), Lilo, 
Broder, Nana and Jeka 



Happy birthday to my beautiful 
baby girl, Jewel Alice, celebrating her 
4th birthday on April 10. Have a won- 
derful day. I love you very much! 

Love, 

Mommy (Valerie Frank) 

Happy birthday to my chiye’e 
Jewel Alice! 

Love, 

Your brother Wesley 



Happy birthday daddy! ! 
Love, 

Dayne Allen 



Classifieds 


Francoise’s Barbershop: 

6782 Stirling Road, Hollywood, Fla. 
33024, (954) 987-1309, (954) 471- 
2469. Where everyone is welcome. 

Skin fade, fade, layer cut, flat top, uni- 
sex color, highlights, correction haircut, 
kids and seniors. Enjoy the best old 
fashioned hot shave in town! European 
facial, waxing, $25 spa pedicure and 
manicure combo. 


$16 an Hour / Part-Time 
(Armed) Position Available: The 
Wackenhut Corporation is currently hir- 
ing qualified candidates for one part- 
time position at the Big Cypress 
Seminole Indian Reservation (Ah-Tah- 
Thi-Ki Museum), an eight hour, 
overnight assignment (32 hours). 

Applicants must have prior law 
enforcement/corrections certification 
(any state), military or police experience 
to qualify. 

Please apply in person at our 
Ft. Myers Office (The Wackenhut 
Corporation, 2830 Winkler Ave., Suite 
101, Fort Myers, FL 33916), Monday- 
Friday, from 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Wednesday until 7 p.m. Please call 
(239) 768-0808 for more info. 

For a complete listing of the 
basic qualifications for this position 
visit: www.wackenhut.com. 




In Loving Memory of Ms. Janet Cypress 

Homegirl, it’s been more 
than two years since you’ve crossed 
over and it’s still hard for me to 
believe it. I still think about you a lot, 
remembering the times we would be 
chillin’ together; you knew what it 
meant to be “keeping it real!” You 
were always there when I needed help 
in certain situations and you stuck 
with me. I’ll do the same by keeping 
the memories of you here with me. I 
remember hearing your laugh and the 
way you said “cha gant” in your own 
way and you always asking me how to 
shoot the ball while we played pool. I 
also remember the first time we met 
— that was 18 years ago — I’ll keep 
that one with me always. I know those 
who have their memories of you will 
always keep them as I will. You will 
always be missed and loved by family 
and friends. Ms. Cypress, you’re in a 
better place now, until the day comes 
for us to meet again. 

Remembered Not Forgotten, 

One Love, 

Burton Lee Harjo Jr. 




Attention Tribal Citizens: 



Seminole Broadcasting 
is seeking a self-motivated, 
energetic Tribal citizen to take 
on the responsibilities of assis- 
tant director in the department. 
This great opportunity is open 
to any Tribal citi- 
zens 
with a 
four year 
degree in 
business, 
media 

arts, video production, 
broadcasting, co mm unications 
or any other related field. 
Applications available in the 
Human Resources Department 
or at www.semtribe.com. 
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FINANCIAL EDUCATIONAL WORKSHOP 
Presented by the 

HOUSING DEPARTMENT 
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Farewell 


The Broadcasting Department would like 
to wish Barbara Billie the best of luck in her future 
endeavors. Barbara Billie came on board with 
Seminole Broadcasting about two years ago as the 
DirectTV customer service coordinator. Her last day replace. Good luck Barbara! We’ll miss you! 
working with the department was March 28. 


Her dedication, hard work and smihng face 
are qualities that we all will miss. She was an 
important asset to the DirectTV component of the 
department, and a woman who will be hard to 
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Poems 


A Warrior Never Cries 

Bom into a warriors world where tears were a weak- 
ness and love misunderstood, everyday was a struggle 
but that was nothing new pain became the remedy as a 
warrior slowly grow 

I have seen the smiles fade and believed every life of 
love but nothing will ever replace the memory of my 
Angel with feathers of a dove, I have walked this road 
of loneliness a prisoner to my pain a disguise 


My angel seen my tears that fell from unseen eyes she 
wiped my eyes and gave me love and together we 
began to cry, she whispered to me softly that a warrior 
is who you are so take my tears and drown your pain 
because a warrior never cries 

— Vundell Billie 
2008 
P.C.P. 


Another Wasted High 

The whispers of death rings in your ears as the streets 
become your friend and replaces your fears, the day is 
only the beginning of a life hved but never loved the 
night erases the dreams and introduces a child to reali- 
ty and lifes silent screams 

You walk this road of loneliness with a smile on your 
face your enemies hide behind each shadow ready to 
welcome you to a life of disgrace, you walk the nights 
of emptiness hoping someone will show the way but 
there in the dark you find a stranger taking the light 


from another wasted day. 

Addiction kicks in and now you stagger through your 
storm cocaine lies and never ending goodbyes as no 
one ever hear your cries, tears of time and tears of 
pain but never a tear from my eyes I am you and you 
are me as one more tear nourishes another wasted 
high. 

— Vandell Billie 
2008 
P.C.P. 


A Sea of Sorrow 

In a sea of sorrow and never ending pain where the 
current of misery always calls your name you hear the 
whispers and you hear the screams as the waves of 
yesterday slowly drive you insane, there’s no promise 
for tomorrow so you live for today as you find your- 
self drowning in your watery grave 
Your heart becomes a stranger as your love turns to 
hate you know it’s just a matter of time so you sit 
back and wait, the sun begins its journey but it no 
longer lights up your day as you search for the 


answers to this internal pain the darkness takes you by 
the hand and leads you astray you walk the life of 
emptiness restrained by hells ball and chain 
Eyes of dark brown can no longer disguise the shame 
as its tears of sadness these brown eyes can no longer 
restrain, they fall by the gallons but they never end 
you hide in the shadows praying for your sins further 
and further you fall but you have no one left to blame 
you’re in a sea of sorrow and never ending pain. 

— Vandell Billie 
2008 
P.C.P. 


No One Knows 

Good love gone bad as your love learns to hate you 
descend deeper into loneliness with no way to escape, 
fighting with them demons that led you astray one 
toke, one drink, and now you’re their slave 
You see your face of happiness slowly start to fade 
time no longer ticks on the wall now it’s the difference 
between freedom and an unmarked grave, the days 
turn to nights as the nights awake the pain as the 
scepter of sorrow becomes your royalty that always 
calls your name 

A king without a crown but in a kingdom of hate 
where time is the essence and souls patiently wait, the 


weeks turn to months as the months turn to years it’s 
the mistakes that we remember in each written tear 
Words become pain and an escape from the shame as 
love ones and friends soon forget your name, whispers 
of addiction you now hear in the wind you know it’s 
not what you need but you’re tired of being your only 
friend 

Cocaine addictions, death and screams, white line lies 
and shattered dreams, good times gone bad but no one 
knows how the Hands of Time always steals the show 

— Vandell Billie 
2008 
P.C.P. 


A Never Ending Game 

In a world of strangers where no one has a name a 
soul becomes intoxicated by a whole new level of the 
game, mesmerized by the thievery and the lives with- 
out shame one benefits an animal that hungers for pain 
Humanized by existence but no longer of man kind 
you sit back and count the shadows as another year 
passes you by, one by one they walk a losers step deep 
in thought but never thinking of ways to pay their debt 
Death laughs and plays its game as the unseen tears 
drowns your soul each day you wake to one more day 
as your heart loves hate and grows deadly, cold, you 


see this change of misery as the voice of death cheers 
you on you no it’s wrong but you like the song even 
though it chills you to the bone 
Lies behoove reality that takes away the pain everyone 
hears a million lies and every lie is all most the same, 
cars, dimes and money but no one wants to take the 
blame it’s life in blues where you fight to stay true in 
a never ending game 

— Vandell Billie 
2008 
P.C.P. 


Seminole Poet 

The reservation is the brilliant light of her universe. 
It’s not the same place anymore. She prepares poetry 
like frybread and venison. She crafts language with 
colorful rhymes and word-play. She recalls standing 
on the lonesome battlements of yesterday and writes 
about it. In a cooking chickee, a poem comes to her 
while she’s fixing Indian stew. She carries poetry like 


offerings of frybread, and hopeful words come to her 
like groups of Seminoles seeking the Everglades. And 
as the years pass by, the glass bead splendor of her 
poems shine through with more passion, and miracu- 
lously, her poetry takes flight like mourning doves 
from pine trees. She’s a poet, you see, a starlight song, 
expressed ever-so-gently. 

— Elgin Jumper 

Hollywood, 2008 


Transcendence 

“I just wanna stare at this painting for a hundred 
years,” I said to no one in particular. “He must be one 
of those artists,” a curious museum visitor said. “You 
know how they’re always tryin’ to get into people’s 
paintings.” “I just wanna transcend this two-dimen- 
sional surface,” I revealed, “and make it my own 
struggle.” I had once heard if an artist gazed deeply 
into a painting, then worlds would open up, and all the 
colors of the imagination would come alive! so when- 
ever I could, I’d steal away to museums. In time, I 
became enchanted by paintings. Museums are climate- 


controlled so paintings last forever. One day, it hap- 
pened! After decades of searching images, colors, 
compositions, the very brushstrokes ... “Yes, there it 
is,” I yelled to no one in particular, “the transcendence 
of surface! And it’s so thrilling! I’m at that place now. 
Behold, I see castles in the sky ... Therefore, I dream.” 
Just then, I could hear dazzled voices on the other side 
and I could see museum visitors peering in. After 
awhile, the voices and faces grew fainter and fainter. I 
had walked into another room. 

— Elgin Jumper 

Hollywood, 2008 
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Rita can help you every step of the way, financing , inspections, insurance ... 
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Council Attends 
Special Meeting 

BY CHRIS JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — The Tribal Council 
met on the Brighton Reservation on 
April 14 for a special meeting. They 
passed 30 resolutions, including: 

Resolution 17 - Service line agree- 
ment (400’ x 5’) between Embarq FKA 
Sprint-Florida Inc. and Seminole Tribe 
of Florida for location of a buried tele- 
phone cable - Brighton Seminole Indian 
Reservation; 

Resolution 18 - Service line agree- 
ment (2,500’ x 5’) between Embarq FKA 
Sprint-Florida Inc. and Seminole Tribe 
of Florida for Focation of a buried tele- 
phone cable -Brighton Seminole Indian 
Reservation; 

Resolution 19 - Service line agree- 
ment (6,386’ x 5’) between Embarq FKA 
Sprint-Florida Inc. and Seminole Tribe 
of Florida for Focation of a buried tele- 
phone cable - Brighton Seminole Indian 
Reservation; 

Resolution 26 - Professional 

Adjustment Corporation of S.W. FF, Inc. 
Third Party Collection Services Agree- 
ment; 

Resolution 27 - Issuance of revoca- 
ble permit to Cynthia J. Osceola for 
retail sales of ice cream and frozen 
desserts - Big Cypress Seminole Indian 
Reservation; 

Resolution 28 - Issuance of revoca- 
ble permit to Cory Brookes Wilcox - Big 
Cypress Seminole Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 29 - Modification to 
business lease no. 1-2493 Native Man- 
agement Group, Ftd. (lessee) - Big 
Cypress Seminole Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 30 - Issuance of revoca- 
ble permit to Paul Bowers, Jr. - Brighton 
Seminole Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 31 - Second Modifica- 
tion of Business Fease No. 183 - Jacob 
Osceola, Sr. (Fessee) - Hollywood Semi- 
nole Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 32 - Business sublease 
agreement between Jacob Osceola, Sr. 
(sublessor) and Seminole Tribe of Flori- 
da (sublessee) for 2.4 +/- acres including 
improvements - Hollywood Seminole 
Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 33 - Termination of 
revocable permit No. P-2687 between 
Seminole Tribe of Florida (permittor) 
and Aranita Mae Tiger D/B/A Tiger-Das 
Corporation (permittee) - Hollywood 
Seminole Indian Reservation; 

Ordinance 34 - Seminole Tribe of 


Please see COUNCIL ❖ Page 2 



Three Winners Announced at Star Search Finale 


David Billy, Spencer Battiest, Zach Battiest Win 


BY FELIX D 0B0SZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — After nearly three 
months of anticipation, the first-ever Seminole 
Star Search finale made its way to the Hollywood 
Headquarters Auditorium on May 2. The finale 
brought together the best of the best in Seminole 
talent who took top honors in their respective 
reservation’s Star Search competitions, which 
took place Feb. 25-28, throughout Seminole coun- 
try. 

Finalists the Nunez Sisters: Airianna, Alicia, 
Amelia and Apolonia, Safina Dorgan, Alicia 
Nunez, Trina Collins, Adrienne Cypress, Tori 
Osceola, David Billy, Ignacia Rodriguez, Paula 
Bowers- Sanchez, David Nelson, Stephen “SCB” 
Billie, Zach “Truth” Battiest, Shelli Billie, Gordon 
Oliver Wareham, Brittany Yescas, Alexandra 
Sanchez, Paul “Cowbone” Buster, Talena Castillo, 


Spencer Battiest and Theodore Nelson Jr. pulled 
up to the Seminole Star Search finale in true 
superstar fashion. They arrived in shiny, black 
limos and walked past the velvet ropes to shouts, 
cheers, applause and photoflashes from spectators 
excited to greet each performer. 

The Seminole Tribe’s Director of Promotions, 
and multi award-winning musician, Micki Free 
hosted the finale event, along with his co-host, Ft. 
Pierce Liaison Sally R. Tommie. In addition, 
members of the Tribal Council, which Free said 
supported Seminole Star Search since its incep- 
tion, including Brighton Council Rep. Roger 
Smith and Hollywood Council Rep. Max B. Osce- 
ola Jr., also attended the event. 

“Welcome to Hollywood,” Osceola said. “We 
always say Hollywood is the land of the stars, and 
all our stars are here.” 

Please see STAR SEARCH * Page 4 



David Billy sings Garth Brooks song at the Seminole Star Seach finale. 


Tampa Hard 
Rock Receives 
Class III 
Upgrades 




Photos by Chris Jenkins 

Top, Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. speaks to the local Tampa media before the 
event; above, Members of Tribal Council, led by Chairman Mitchell Cypress, pull the slot levers in 
unison. 


BY CHRIS JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

TAMPA — There are now more than 700 
new opportunities to win big at the Tampa Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino with the installation of their 
new Las Vegas-style slot machines. 

The Class III gaming conversion of the 
Tribe’s seven facilities continued on May 1 as 
Tribal Council participated in a ceremonial slot 
pull to signify that the new machines were ready 
for use. The facility is the third Tribal casino to 
receive Class III upgrades. 

“It has been a very hard road to get here,” 


Chairman Mitchell Cypress said. “When you go 
after something and fight hard, you finally reach 
what you set out for.” 

President Richard Bowers Jr. said the process 
has involved a lot of patience. 

“We have been waiting a long time for this 
moment,” President Bowers said. 

This latest conversion is just part of recent 
changes and expansion with an additional 150,000 
square feet of added casino space over the last 
year. Seminole Gaming Chief Executive of Oper- 
ations Jim Allen said the plan is to have nearly 

Please see UPGRADES * Page 2 


Seminole Students Tour 
FSU, UCF Campuses 

BY MARIS0L GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

ORLANDO — Dozens of students, parents, chaperones and 
Education Department staff members attended this year’s College 
Tour. The group visited the University of Central Florida (UCF) 
in Orlando and Florida State University (FSU) in Tallahassee. 

The first group arrived at UCF on April 3 and took a tour of 
the school. The participants were able to interact with staff from 
the university and ask questions. Esmeralda Billie, a sophomore 
from the Immokalee Reservation, said that she brought back lots 
of information about the classes and the school itself. 

“Walking around, touring the schools and hearing the history 

Please see TOUR ❖ Page 27 


Sally Tommie Receives 
Humanitarian Award 

BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Sally R. Tommie received the Humani- 
tarian Rose Award from the People’s Princess Charitable Founda- 
tion (PPCF) at a British-themed ceremony that took place in the 
Hard Rock Ballroom on the evening of May 5. The PPCF is a 
nonprofit organization dedicated to preserving the philanthropic 
work of Princess Diana of Wales. 

Rorech Dumkel, 
who created the 
Humanitarian Rose 
Award, presented the 
awards during the ban- 
quet. In addition to 
Tommie, Emmy® 

Award Winning South 
Florida television jour- 
nalists Jackie Nespral 
of WTVJ-TV NBC 6 
and Lynn Martinez of 
WSVN-TV Channel 7 
also received Humani- 
tarian Rose Awards. 

Upon introducing 
the honorees, calling 
them “a force for chari- 
table causes in South 
Florida,” Rorech 
Dumkel, brought each 
one to the stage and 
presented them with 
their awards. An emo- 
tional Tommie, Bird 
Clan, addressed the 
gala audience. 

“ft is within the structure of our culture to say that ‘It takes a 
village to raise a child,’ ” she said. “We are all children of our Cre- 
ator, and as one big family, we must show compassion for each 
other and make the world a better place in which to raise our chil- 
dren.” 

Please see TOMMIE * Page 3 


“We are all children 
of our Creator, and 
as one big family, we 
must show compas- 
sion for each other 
and make the world 
a better place in 
which to raise our 
children.” 

-Sally Tommie 


Olympic-Style Games Held for 
Ahfachkee School Students 


BY CHRIS JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — In the spirit of the 2008 
Olympics, to be held this summer in Beijing, 
China, the Ahfachkee School held their own ver- 
sion of the centuries-old games April 29. 

Students from grades pre-kindergarten 
through 12th competed in a 12-station Olympics- 
style series of events. Also in the spirit of the actu- 
al Olympic games, the day was complete with 
gold, silver and bronze medals going to the win- 
ners. Big Cypress Board Rep. Cicero Osceola 
emceed. 

“It’s a good time, it’s a nice break after the 
school year,” Rep. Osceola said. “It also allows 
them to have a rehef from studies and was just a 
good, fun day for them.” 

One of the methods for determining medal 
placement was the Sneaker Scramble. In this 
game, one player from each team had to leave one 
shoe in a pile, then on a signal, one-by-one, play- 


ers had to find their team’s shoe, tie it, and repeat 
the process until one team had all their members’ 
shoes on and tied. 

The results in the pre-kindergarten through 
4th grade division were: Gold Medal: Black Team 
(four-way tie), Silver Medal: Aqua Team, Bronze 
Medal: Orange Team. The fifth grade through high 
schoolers also competed in the Sneaker Scramble, 
with the following results: Gold Medal: Blue 
Team, Silver Medal: Red Team, Bronze Medal: 
Orange Team (two-way tie). 

Tribal citizen Savannah Tiger, 11, said she 
enjoyed socializing with her classmates at the 
event, while participating in some physical activi- 
ties. 

“I enjoyed getting to know everyone a little 
better,” Tiger said. 

Second year Physical Education Coach Ran- 
dall Cleckler helped organize the day. 

“ft was about having fun camaraderie and 
working as a team together,” Cleckler said. 



Chris Jenkins 


(L-R) Emmitt Osceola and Katesa Kirkland use teamwork on the water buck- 
et challenge. 


See More Photos on Page 18 






The Seminole Tribune 





2 






May 30, 2008 

/ w 

V ✓ \ 

\ / 

A 

w 

f \ 

\ / 
/V 

S / 
✓ \ 

\/ 

/v 

■GommfiniffNews 

| 

V/ 

/\ 

w 

w 

/A 

w 

w 

✓ V 

V 



Chris Jenkins 

The Tribal Council recognized Seminole Police Department employees from each reserva- 
tion at the meeting. 


❖ Council 

Continued from page 1 

Florida Eminent Domain Ordinance; 

Resolution 35 - Appointment of new 
manager of Seminole HR Holdings, LLC; 

Resolution 36 - All Hazard Mitiga-tion 
Plan Adoption; 


Resolution 37 - Approval of Law-son 
Software Americas, Inc. Master Services 
Agreement and Addendum to Master Serv- 
ices Agreement, and statement of work; and 
Resolution 38 - Eldorado Computing, 
Inc.; approval of Business Process Out- 
sourcing Agreement. 


Tribune Advertising Rates 

Please be advised of following advertising rates for 2008. 

The Seminole Tribune remains your best advertising value. Each colorful addition 
comes out every month and your message will reach more than 6,000 readers, includ- 
ing a complimentary copy delivered to each room in the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & 
Casino. Join us and see why The Seminole Tribune is known as the most colorful 
newspaper in Indian Country. 

The Seminole Tribune reserves the right to approve or deny any content to be 
published in The Seminole Tribune or refuse an ad sale to an individual or business. 



One Time Ad Rates 


Full Page . . . 
Half Page . . 
Quarter Page 
Eighth Page 


B&W 

Color 

.$900 

$945 

.$500 

$525 

.$300 

$315 

.$200 

$210 


Bulk Ad Rates 


B&W 


Color 


6 Months 1 Year 6 Months lYear 

(6 issues) (12 issues) (6 issues) (12 issues) 

Full Page $5,130 .. .$9,720 $5,837 .$10,206 

Half Page $2,850 . . .$5,400 $2,993 . .$5,670 

Quarter Page $1,710 . . .$3,240 $1,796 . .$3,402 

Eighth Page $1,140 . . .$2,160 $1,197 . .$2,268 


' Payment in full is required in order to obtain discounted bulk rate 


Ad Submissions 

Send completed ad design to msher- 
man@semtribe.com or mail to 3560 North 
State Road 7, Hollywood, Florida, 33021 , 
attention: Seminole Tribune. Digital artwork 
must be PC compatible in uncompressed tif, 
pdf, psd, ai, eps, or jpg. Resolution must be 
at 300 DPI. No faxed artwork or com- 
pressed files, please. 

Items not meeting these specifications 
will be redesigned and will incur design 
fees. 


Ad Design Services 
Let us design your ad! If you don’t have 
the design resources we can design your ad 
for you. Just send us your artwork, logos, and 
content. 

The rate is $45 per hour with a one hour 
minimum; Rush rate is $65 per hour. (954) 
985-5702, Ext. 4. 

We except cash, check 
or credit card 


The Seminole Tribune 

I f you need a reporter or you would like to submit an article, birthday wish or poem 
to The Seminole Tribune, please contact the Editor-In-Chief Virginia Mitchell at (954) 
985-5702, Ext. 10725, fax (954) 965-2937, or mail to: The Seminole Tribune, 3560 
N. State Road 7, Hollywood, Florida 33021 


T he following deadlines apply to all 
submissions for inclusion into The 
Seminole Tribune-. 

Issue: June 27, 2008 

Deadline: June 1 1, 2008 

Issue: July 25, 2008 

Deadline: July 9, 2008 

Issue: August 29 2008 

Deadline: August 13, 2008 


Please note: Late submissions will be 
posted in the following issue. 


Advertising: 

Advertising rates along with sizes and 
other information may be downloaded 
from the internet at: 
www.seminoletribe.com/tribune 


Postmaster: 

Please send address changes to: 
The Seminole Tribune 
3560 N. State Road 7 
Hollywood, FL 33021 


Editor-In-Chief: Virginia Mitchell 
Editor: Elizabeth Leiba 
Assistant Editor: Shelley Marmor 
Business Manager: Darline Primeaux 
Graphic Designer: Melissa Sherman 
Design Assistant: Stephen Galla 
Reporters: Marisol Gonzalez, 

Chris Jenkins 

Photo Archivist/Reporter: Felix DoBosz 
Receptionist: Valerie Frank 


Contributors: Judy Weeks, 
Susan Etxebarria, Elgin Jumper. 


The Seminole Tribune 

is a member of the Native American 
Journalists Association. Letters/e-mails to 
the editor must be signed and may be 
edited for publication. Subscription rate is 
$35 per year by mail. Make checks 
payable to The Seminole Tribune, 3560 
N. State Rd. 7, Hollywood, FL 33021 
Phone: (954) 985-5702 
Fax: (954) 965-2937 
Or subscribe on the Internet at 
www.seminoletribe.com 
© 2008 Seminole Tribe of Florida 
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Happy Mother’s Day 
from the Chairman 


Though the calendar told us May 1 1 was 
Mother’s Day, I believe that Mother’s Day is 
everyday of the year. However, on Mother’s 
Day each year, I pray you acknowledge and 
respect your mothers because there is no love 
like your mother’s love and no stronger bond 
on earth. A mother’s love is also strong, and 
when her children need her most, she is 
always there. 

God bless these special mothers, each one 
of you, for all the tears and heartaches and for 
the special work that you do, day in and day 
out. I urge everyone to he thankful for your 
mothers, for they love with a higher love, 
from the powers God has given from up 
above. 

I also ask that you say a prayer for the 
mothers that are serving our country during 
this time of war. 


Thank you and God bless, 

Mitchell Cypress 

Chairman, Seminole Tribe of Florida 


Utters ' Naa k- enchaok- h aches h fceke ' Nakhoce Acentulhovvt 


Dear Editor, 

This year, I participated in the 12th 
Annual Seminole Tribe Cattle Drive. The 
event was a class act from beginning to end. 
Nothing was spared in assuring the comfort 
and safety for horses and riders. The drive 
was well organized and the hospitality 
extended by The Tribe was unsurpassed. 
The breakfast at the Swamp Water Cafe, the 
lunch stop and the barbecue after the ride 
were all delicious. 

I want to thank the Tribal leaders for 
such a great day and for keeping the tradi- 
tion of the Seminole Cattle Drive ahve. We 
truly enjoyed riding at the beautiful Big 
Cypress Reservation. I also want to thank 
Judy Weeks, who writes for your paper, for 
sharing a wealth of information regarding 
the history and culture of the Seminoles. I 
spoke with Judy at the cow pens before the 
ride started, and the history she shared with 
us made the ride even more enjoyable. 

Glenn Gardner, the event photographer, 
posted more then 600 pictures on-line, mak- 
ing it possible for us to share the ride with 
some friends who missed it. We want to 
thank him for such a vivid record of the Cat- 
tle Drive. 

Sincerely, 

Manny Alvarez 

Board of Directors 

South Florida Trail Riders 


Dear Editor, 

Our troop, Boy Scout Troop 18, attend- 
ed the Big Cypress Shootout on the week- 
end of Feb. 22. Troop 18 has attended many 
event camp outs put together by a large 
number of organizations, and we thought 
yours was by far one of the nicest. We also 
thought the public demonstrations and re- 
enactment were well done. 

When I spoke with Sherry Blanset at 
Billie Swamp Safari on the phone to reserve 
our stay, she was polite, cheerful and help- 
ful. She had checked back with me to see if 
there were any other services they could 
help the troop with. Yes, this can be expect- 
ed by people handhng reservations for an 
event, but very often this kind of caring per- 
sonal service is overlooked these days. 

Needless to say, from the moment we 
arrived her example was continued by all of 
the staff involved. The security guards even 
learned the names of our adult leaders and 
said hello when they came by. 

There were special deals for the scouts, 
which we took advantage of. However, even 
the regular vendors at the event had theft- 
prices set at a fair value. One of my assistant 
scoutmasters was very impressed by the 
size of the hot dogs being sold at a reason- 
able price. 

Our guide on the airhoat was funny and 
spoke with the hoys, not at them. He did not 
sound like he has been saying the same 
thing over and over again, eight hours a day, 


for the last few years. 

We even had the good fortune of a spe- 
cial visitor stopping by our camp site — an 
albino doe. She was quite tame and came 
very close to our scouts. 

Our boys are still talking about the 
wonderful time they had. 

Thank you, 

Michael R. Memoli 

Troop 18 Scoutmaster 

Dear Editor, 

The Water Resource Management 
Dept, wishes to express appreciation to all 
those who worked hard to make this year’s 
annual Earth Day event a success: BIA 
Seminole Agency, Billie Swamp Safari, 
Brighton Board Representative Roger 
Smith, Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School, 
Brighton Council Representative Johnnie 
Jones, Buildings and Grounds Dept., Cul- 
ture Dept., Education Dept., 

Emergency Services Dept., Environ- 
mental Health Dept., Fire Dept., Housing 
Dept., Information Systems/GIS Dept., 
Utilities Dept., Brighton Seminole 4-H, 
South Florida Water Management District, 
Tribal Community Planning Dept., US 
Dept, of Agriculture, and last but not least, 
the Water Resource Management Dept, 
staff. 

Sincerely, 

The Water Resources Management 
Dept. 



* Upgrades 

Continued from page 1 


1,700 machines installed by the end of 
June. 

Many of the most popular game names 
featured include: Wheel of Fortune, 10 
Times Play, Video Blackjack, Secrets of the 
Nile, Roulette and Keno Cash, to name a 
few. 

Special guest Robin Zander, lead 
singer of 1980s rock group Cheap Trick, as 
well as several Tribal citizens, participated 
in the ceremony. 


At left, special guest Robin Zander (C) of 
1980s rock group Cheap Trick joins the 
Tribal Council at the ceremony; below, 
Legal department General Council Jim 
Shore (far left) and members of Tribal 
Council display custom-made guitars, com- 
plete with slot machine handles, presented 
as gifts after the ceremony. 
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EMS Staff Member Saves Lives on 1-75 

Elden Harner Assists During Car Accident 

BY CHIEF BRIAN C. BROWN ed to nearby hospitals for further advance care. Two of 

PIO, Dept, of Emergency Services the three victims were able to recover from the incident, 

however, the third victim died from his injuries after 

BIG CYPRESS — On the morning of April 18, a arriving at the hospital, 
silver Cadillac heading west on 1-75 (Alli- 
gator Alley) swerved to pass a vehicle and 
lost control, sending the car into the canal 
that runs parallel along the side of the 
highway. The Cadillac rolled over when it 
entered the canal, leaving the vehicle 
upside down under water with three vic- 
tims trapped inside. 

Dept, of Emergency Services Emer- 
gency Management Coordinator Elden 
Harner was heading back to the Big 
Cypress Reservation when he saw cars 
stopping and people pointing to the canal 
where the car was located. Hamer and 
another bystander jumped into the canal 
and started to pry open the doors and 
remove the victims from the submerged 
vehicle. 

They were able to remove two of the 
three victims from the Cadillac on their 
own but need assistance from the Broward 
County Fire Department to remove the 

third victim. All three victims were given Emergency Management Coordinator Elden Harner 

immediate medical attention and transport - 




(L-R) President of the Hollywood Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Phil Madow, Lynn Martinez, Sally Tommie 
and Jackie Nespral display their Humanitarian Rose Awards presented by Maureen Rorech Dumkel of the People’s 
Princess Charitable Foundation. 


* Tommie 

Continued from page 1 

She said receiving the award is an honor because 
Princess Diana was someone she admired for her com- 
mitments to helping those in need around the world. 

“The princess rolled up her sleeves and went out 
into the trenches to get the job done,” Tommie said. 

Since the 2003 holiday season, 

Tommie said she has been commit- 
ted to providing food and toys for 
less-fortunate families and children 
with medical conditions across 
South Florida. She said she also 
strives to help young Seminole 
women become motivated to suc- 
ceed, recently establishing the Semi- 
nole Sisterhood to provide a positive 
environment for growth potential. 

Her philosophy has always 
been, “See the need, fill the need,” 
she said. 

In addition to the award presen- 
tation, the night’s festivities included 
the first South Florida exhibition of 
six of the late princess’s dresses. 

The dresses displayed comprise 
about half of the PPCF’s 15-dress 
collection. They are part of the 
“Dresses for Humanity II: An Exhi- 
bition of the Dresses of Diana, The 
Princess of Wales” exhibit that made 
stops at both Seminole Hard Rock 
facilities; the Tampa Hard Rock 
from April 23-May 2, and the Holly- 
wood Hard Rock from May 4-10. 

President of the Hollywood 
Hard Rock Phil Madow introduced 
Rita Gilligan, a special guest “from 
across the pond.” Gilligan, one of the 
original waitresses from the 1972 
opening of the Fondon Hard Rock 
Cafe, recalled numerous encounters 


with Princess Diana, as well as other British icons such 
as Elton John, Eric Clapton and Paul McCartney, and 
shared stories about their charitable nature — some- 
thing she said goes hand-in-hand with Hard Rock. 

“The Hard Rock name has always been synony- 
mous with charity and I can see by today’s event that its 
new owners, the Seminole Tribe of Florida, are contin- 
uing the legend to help people help themselves,” Gilli- 
gan said. 



Rita Gilligan (R), one of the original 1972 Hard Rock London, shares some 
stories with the audience. 



Judy Weeks 

Sally Tommie (third from left) and Chairman Mitchell Cypress (sixth from left) join members of Tommie’s family 
as they enter the “Dresses for Humanity II” exhibit. 


Osceola-Hahn Chosen for 
National Leadership Program 



BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 


five will get younger Seminoles to succeed in educa- 
tion, the workforce and their personal fives. 

“Students should try to finish high school and find 


HOLLYWOOD — Deputy Tribal Treasurer Peter something that makes them happy and hold on to it,” he 
Osceola-Hahn is the third member of the Seminole said. 

Tribe of Florida to be selected as an Americans for Indi- Osceola-Hahn began working with the Human 

an Opportunity (AIO) Ambassador, beating out more Resources Department in February 2006 to gain a foun- 
than 100 applicants. dation for himself within the Tribal organization, and to 

Tina M. Osceola and Johnny Whitecloud were a see how the internal employment process takes place 
part of the 1993 class. Jo Dan Osceola was also a part from beginning to end. Then, in February 2007, the 


of the AIO, serving on the 
Board of Directors in 
1970. 

This year’s AIO Pro- 
gram will consist of 
ambassadors from 20 
Tribes, representing 12 
states, all working toward 
i common goal of help- 
ing their own and other 
Tribes succeed. The 
ambassadors will work 
with Native decision- 
makers and national poli- 
cymakers in the U.S., as 
well as the indigenous 
peoples and international 
dignitaries from countries 
including New Zealand 
and Bolivia. 

Osceola-Hahn was 
inducted into the 10th 
class of the AIO Program 
in early April. During the 
two years of the program, 
he said he will be travel- 
ing, both in the U.S. and 
abroad, and also imple- 
menting a community- 
based initiative that he 
will have to design him- 
self. 

Osceola-Hahn has 
already begun working 
on creating this initiative, 
which he calls TYME, or 
Tribal Youth Manage- 
ment Experience. He said 
he decided to do this to 


Deputy Tribal Treasurer Peter Osceola-Hahn 


Tribal Council selected 
him for the position of 
deputy Tribal treasurer. 
In this position Osceola- 
Hahn works closely with 
Tribal Treasurer Mike D. 
Tiger and said he appre- 
ciates all the time and 
knowledge that Tiger has 
shared with him. 

“I feel like I get a lot 
of knowledge from Mike 
[Tiger],” he said. “I 
appreciate him taking 
time out of his day and 
how willing he is to 
share with me. It’s a 
great opportunity when 
you can work with some- 
one like him.” 

Osceola-Hahn is the 
proud father of two chil- 
dren and is happily mar- 
ried to Mercedes Osceo- 
la-Hahn, the Tribal clerk. 
He is a graduate of 
Haskell Indian Nations 
University and holds a 
Bachelor of Arts degree 
in business administra- 
tion with an emphasis in 
Tribal management. 

He said his family 
and the Tribal communi- 
ty have always fully sup- 
ported his endeavors and 
have helped him become 
who he is today. 

Although Osceola- 


take “time” out for the future generations, and hopes to Hahn admits all the traveling that will come with his 
get a large response from the youth. position as an AIO ambassador will be difficult on him 

While this program is still in the works, he said he and his family, he said overcoming these obstacles will 
hopes it will allow him to spend time with Tribal better his family overall. He said he plans to leave every 
youngsters so he can assist them in developing their place that he visits more positive than it was before and 
own programs that will ensure prosperity for future to bring back as much knowledge as he can from all the 
generations. people he meets and works with. 

Amongst other goals, Osceola-Hahn said he would For more information on the AIO Program, please 
like to see the number of Tribal employees double with- see www.aio.org/ambassador.html. 
in the next 10 years. He said he hopes his TYME initia- 
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Tori Osceola receives her Spotlight Award. 


All the contestants, along with guest judge Matt Kramer (C), perform “We Are the World” during the show’s 
finale. 


* Star Search 


Continued from page 1 


a record deal. 

Micki Free also recognized the Spotlight Award 
winners: Stephen “SCB” Billie, Theodore Nelson Jr., 

Paula Bowers-Sanchez and Tori Osceola. According to 

Tommie then also welcomed everyone to the event Free, the judges selected these four because they each 
before introducing guest judge and rising musical star have a lot of talent, which needs to be further devel- 
Shea (Cherokee), who opened the show with a song. oped. All Spotlight Award winners will be invited back 
Shea performed a newly arranged version of John to try for the grand prize during the next Seminole Star 
Anderson’s classic “Seminole Wind” along with guest Search competition, to be held in 2009. 
musicians, Jon Brant of the band Cheap Trick on bass, At the conclusion of the show, all the performers 
Danny Flanders on piano, David “Hawk” Lopez on joined guest judge Matt Kramer for a group rendition of 
drums, Sonny Navaquaya on flute, and Micki Free on the 1980s mega-hit “We Are the World.” 
guitar. Although the 2008 Seminole Star Search is over, 

“This is your song,” Shea said to the standing room Free said there will be a Star Search Music Camp tak- 
only audience of Tribal citizens, employees and guests ing place in August. He and his “Star Search crew” will 
at the conclusion of her 
performance. 

Shea, along with 
Matt Kramer, formerly of 
the band Saigon Kick, 
and Jon Brant, judged 
both the preliminary 
Seminole Star Search 
competitions, as well as 
the finale. The three, all 
music industry insiders, 
offered positive, con- 
structive criticisms to 
each of the contestants 
following their perform- 
ance. 

The judges evaluated 
the competitors based on 
a point system, paying 
close attention to each 
contestant’s vocal ability, 
appearance, presence and 
star quahty. David Billy, 

Spencer Battiest and 
Zach Battiest, each 

earned enough points to Seminole Broadcasting’s media team (L-R) Celso Contreras, camera operator, Deeana 
receive the grand prize — Abittan, reporter, and Roberta Schicchi, editor. 


he coming to various reservations to teach future stars 
how to sing better, look better on stage, and very impor- 
tantly, how to prepare for Seminole Star Search 2009. 

In addition to Free’s Star Search crew, members of 
the Broadcasting Dept, also played an integral part in 
documenting the first-ever Seminole Star Search from 
start to finish. The media team of Briana Abittan, 
reporter, Deeana Johnson, Roberta Schicchi and Allen 
Hoffman, editors, Celso Contreras, camera operator, 
and Free, produced a behind-the-scenes look at Semi- 
nole Star Search, following it from Tampa all the way 
south to Hollywood. 

Their story aired March 20 on WSBC and the 
Seminole Channel. The finale will air on both channels 
in the upcoming months. 


Spencer Battiest sings from his heart. 


Photo illustration Sally R. Tommie (L) and Micki Free (C) present guest judges (L-R) Shea, Matt Kramer 

Johnson, editor, Briana and Jon Brant with commemorative records in appreciation for their assistance. 


Felix DoBosz 

Zach “Truth” Battiest receives a high-five after his per- 
formance. 
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David Nunez enjoys the view from the upper deck of the USS Iwo Jima. 


Tribal Citizen Takes Cruise on Navy Ship 


BY DAVID NUNEZ 
Contributing Writer 

FT. LAUDERDALE — I took a three-day cruise 
aboard the USS Iwo Jima during Fleet Week, held April 
25-28, as the captain’s complimentary guest. This was 
my first time on a naval vessel in 18 years. 

I served in the U.S. Navy from 1988-1991 aboard 
the USS McCloy (FF-1038) stationed in Norfolk, Va. I 
was a petty officer 3rd Class in the engineering depart- 
ment. Our ship was a Fast Frigate whose duties includ- 
ed monitoring the coastline for foreign subs and provid- 
ing protection for our aircraft carriers when travehng. 

I stayed in the enlisted quarters, which brought 
back a ton of memories for me, including simply being 
with my fellow shipmates and playing an endless sup- 
ply of jokes on each other. The upper decks offered a 
beautiful view of the breathtaking sunrise and sunsets 
— and I made sure to be on deck daily at 5:30 a.m., 
with my cup of coffee in hand, waiting for the sun. 

The ship was truly a remarkable machine; but the 
real “machine” is made up of the young men and 
women who make the ship function. I got a chance to 
observe everyone moving about the ship with their own 
purposes, each doing their part to make their ship one 
of the most amazing ships to cruise and protect along 
the Eastern Seaboard. 

When the USS Iwo Jima pulled into Ft. Laud- 
erdale’s Port Everglades, I was aboard on the top deck. 
From there, I recalled the pride and reality of what it’s 
like to be in the service, as the Fleet Week spectators 
lined the dock and cheered for these enlisted men and 
women. I saw flags waving and heard the sounds of 
horns and bells to welcome the vessel. 

I still get chills remembering that moment because 
I was proud to be standing amongst those sailors. 

Nowadays, I mentor troubled young men and one 
thing that I tell them is that the armed services is great 
choice to help them get their hves back in order. They 
learn responsibility, teamwork and what it feels like to 



David Nunez spent three days aboard the USS Iwo 
Jima. 


carry pride in their hearts, as they provide the blanket of 
security that keeps this country safe. 

All in all I had a wonderful experience on the ship. 
I don’t think I could do what the young men and women 
in the service do — I couldn’t stand leaving my family 
for 6-8 months at a time. But to those who do, I stand 
and salute you. 
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Jack, Roger Smith Honored at Birthday Celebration 

BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Tribal citi- 
zens trav-eled from as far away as 
Tampa and the Tamiami Trail to 
participate in the birthday celebra- 
tion of Brighton Council Rep. 

Roger Smith and his father Jack 
Smith Sr., on April 18. 

Roger Smith, 55, made the 
welcoming presentation and intro- 
duction of his wife, Diane, four 
daughters and 11 grandchildren. 

Thanking everyone for their sup- 
port in his second term in office, 

Rep. Smith mingled with his 
guests and conducted the door 
prize giveaway. 

Directing the attention to his 
father, Jack Smith Sr., 90, Rep. 

Smith introduced his brother, Jack 
Smith Jr., and sisters, Nellie, 

Oneva, Linda and Mahala, who 
gathered around their father for a 
family portrait. President Richard 
Bowers Jr. was also on hand to 
honor Jack Smith, one of the pio- 
neers of the Seminole cattle indus- 
try. 



Judy Weeks 

Jack Smith Sr., is surrounded by his surviving children, (L-R) Mahala Madrigal, Jack Smith Jr., 
Nellie Smith, Oneva Baxley, Roger Smith and Linda Smith. 



Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Brighton Council Rep. Roger Smith, President Richard 
Bowers Jr. and Jack Smith Sr. at the birthday celebration. 


“We all survived 
because of elders like 
Jack Smith Sr.,” Pres- 
ident Bowers said. 
“He was one of the 
men who brought the 
first cattle down from 
Bassinger to establish 
the herds at Brighton 
and therefore, he can 
be considered one of 
the founders of the 
Seminole Tribe’s cat- 
tle industry. He is a 
cattle icon and his 
descendants are car- 
rying on the tradi- 
tion.” 

Looking through 
Jack Smith’s eyes, it 
would be hard to 
imagine the immense 
changes that have 
taken place during his 
lifetime, or for that 
matter, the effect that 
his descendants have 
had upon their com- 
munity. Jack and 
Leona Smith had nine 
children, 22 grand- 
children, 48 great- 


grandchildren and two great-great-grand- 
children. 

In addition to being valuable members 
of their communities, some of the Smith 
children have followed the road of leader- 
ship. 

The eldest son, Fred, served as both 
president and secretary/treasurer of the 
Seminole Tribe. Richard served on the 
Board of Directors and was Tribal Council 
rep. for Brighton. Jack Jr. spent 16 years on 
the Tribal Council and also served as a 
Board of Directors rep. Roger is serving his 
second term as Brighton’s Tribal Council 
rep., and also served on the Board of Direc- 
tors. 

Rev. Salaw Hummingbird of the Big 
Cypress First Baptist Church related stories 
about his visits to Jack Smith and then 
joined Jonah Cypress and his gospel singers 
in performing some of Jack’s favorite 
hymns. Wonder Johns was also on hand and 
recognized Smith’s commitment to his 
faith. 

“Jack accepted Christianity and was a 
respected leader in the Indian community,” 
Johns said. “He was a real provider, family 
man and hard worker. When he started a 
job, he was there until it was done. Even 
today, he takes his four-wheeler out to 
check on his cattle.” 



Ginnie Bowers awaits her next customer. 


Seniors Offer Wares at Yard Sale 


BY CHRIS JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Big Cypress 
seniors sold everything from arts and crafts 
to custom-made native clothing at a yard 
sale held at the Senior Center on May 2. 

Senior Center Assistant Director Melis- 
sa Guzman said the day went well. 

“We actually thought we had a pretty 


good outcome,” Guzman said. “For it being 
the first one inside [the Senior Center] it 
went pretty well.” 

Guzman said the seniors’ yard sale 
activities usually take place in the Ah-Tah- 
Thi-Ki Museum parking lot. 

The sale was for open to all buyers with 
future plans in the works for making this a 
bimonthly event. 



Chris Jenkins 

Carol Cypress looks at the large selection of custom-sewn dresses and skirts. 




Judy Weeks 

After two years of combating wetland mitigation, impact fees and permitting, Virgil Benny Motlow has success- 
fully overcome Collier County’s ban on billboards. As he unveiled his tri-vision business venture on the 
Immokalee Reservation, he has also already leased four of its six advertising spaces to the Immokalee Casino. 


Felix DoBosz 

Representatives from the U.S. Army, (L-R) Virna Kneller, wife of Lt. Col. Scott Kneller, Commander, U.S. Army 
Recruiting Battalion, Miami, Chairman Mitchell Cypress, Harvey Spigler, Public Affairs Officer, U.S. Army 
Recruiting Battalion. Miami, and Tom Morgenthal, President/CEO of TM Marketing Concepts, Inc., visit the 
Chairman’s Office in Hollywood on April 23. While there, they exchanged gifts with the Chairman and learned a 
history of the Seminole Tribe as told by the Chairman’s Executive Assistant S.R. Tommie. 
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Marisol Gonzalez 

More than 3,000 dancers fill the main floor of “The Pit” during the final evening’s Grand Entry. 


Gathering of Nations Turns 25 

Jennifer Chalfant, R.C. North Featured 

BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

ALBUQUERQUE — More than 
3,000 native dancers filled “The Pit” on 
the final evening of North America’s 
largest pow-wow, the Gathering of 
Nations, held April 24-27. 

With the stands filled to capacity at 
The Pit — usually home to the University 
of New Mexico Lobos basketball team — 
the evening started with traditional songs 
and drumming and the Grand Entry. 

The Grand Entry included the con- 
testants of the Miss Indian World 
Pageant, including 2007-2008 Miss 
Florida Seminole Princess Jennifer 
Chalfant. Many past Miss Indian World 
winners were also on hand to commemo- 
rate the Gathering of Nations, now in its 
25th year. 

With hopes of walking away with the 
title, Chalfant, along with the Other con- Marisol Gonzalez 

testants were judged on their personal Newly crowned Miss Indian World Nicole Alek'aq Colbert (Yup'ik 

interview, public speaking abilities, tradi- Eskimo) from Napakiak, Alaska 




Miss Florida Seminole Princess Jennifer Chalfant autographs 
a Gathering of Nations program book for a spectator. 



R.C. North belts out a song during his performance on Stage 
49, just outside the gathering. 


tional talent presentation and knowledge of 
Tribal traditions. Chalfant came out with a smile 
as the contestants were introduced before the 
crowning ceremony. She stepped out and waved 
at all the attendees as well as her competitors. 

Before the crown was given there were 
awards given out for best traditional presenta- 
tion, best personal interview, best essay, best 
dancer, best public speaking, and of course, 
Miss Congeniality 

Although Chalfant did not walk away with 
the crown, she said she was happy to he 
involved in this traditional event and represent 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida. 

“I had a wonderful time watching Jennifer 
Chalfant, Miss Seminole, participate in the 25th 
Annual Miss Indian World Pageant,” said her 
Aunt Salina Dorgan, who attended the 
Gathering of Nations. “I was very proud to see 
my niece represent the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida to the best of her ability.” 

Although the Gathering of Nations took 
place indoors, many also took the time to see 
what was happening just outside the arena at 
Stage 49, which was set up specifically for the 
gathering. Tribal musical acts from across the 
country performed on this stage, now in its third 
year at the gathering. 

One of the featured musical acts was Tribal 
citizen R.C. North’s band, Hyhiskus, which also 
includes his father Robert “Big Bad Bob” North 
Sr. and Eric Bricker of Family Services. They 
performed on the afternoon of April 26. It was 
Hybickus’ second performance at the gathering. 

Emmett “Shkeme” Garcia was instrumental 
in bringing Stage 49 to the Gathering of Nations. 
He said he wanted to have a venue to showcase 
Tribal talent. 

“We would like to endorse and work close- 
ly with the Seminole Tribe of Florida as well as 
young people and empower them to follow what 
they believe,” Garcia said. 



Miss Florida Seminole Princess Jennifer 
Chalfant (R) helps pin a number on one of 
more than 3,000 who attended the gathering. 
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Felix DoBosz 

Gordon Oliver Wareham performs a flute song at the 
Seminole Open Mic Night at the Okalee Village. 


Felix DoBosz 

Hip hop artist Stephen Chad Billie, AKA “SCB,” grabs 
the mic to perform some of his original material. 


Citizens, Employees Perform 
at Seminole Open Mic Night 



it against me,” he said. “I’m going to try to sing a song 
by my favorite band Flogging Molly. 

“The story behind the song is, a few years ago I lost 
someone very dear to me, my mother, and everything 
tinned upside down and the song kind of helped me get 
through that.” 

Later in the evening, Osceola introduced “Shake & 
Bake,” consisting of himself on vocals, and R.C. North 
Jr. accompanying him on guitar. The duo performed a 
rendition of Osceola’s favorite song, “Rivers of 
Babylon,” originally recorded by Jamaican reggae trio 
The Melodians in the early 1970s, and re-recorded by 
contemporary musicians Sublime about 20 years later. 

Ahfachkee School Art Teacher Giovanni 
Aramendiz, 20, also performed at Seminole Open Mic 
Night. He said he has written 
poetry for seven years and per- 
formed a biographical poem 
titled “Speech of a Poet” for the 
audience. 

Next up, hip hop artist 
Stephen Chad Billie, AKA 
“SCB,” performed a few origi- 
nal rap songs for the audience. 
One of his songs, “You Never 
Know,” delivered a powerful 
message about making the most 
of life, because “you never when 
its going to be your time,” a 
message SCB repeated in his 
song. 

Gordon Oliver Wareham 
was the next performer at the 
showcase. He played a flute 
song and also recited some sto- 
ries to the delight of the audi- 
ence. 

Vanessa Cedeno Lugo, 
retail store manager at the 
Okalee Indian Village, sang a 
ballad in Spanish called “No Me 
Queda Mas,” originally record- 
ed by the late Tejano music leg- 
end Selena. Lugo handed out 
sheets with the English transla- 
tion to the song, which means 
“Nothing is Left for Me.” 

The next Seminole Open 
Mic Night is slated to take place 
R.C. North Jr. (L) accompanies friend Everett Osceola (R) to form the duo i n June. 

Shake & Bake. 


BY FELIX DOBOSZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Okalee Indian Village 
hosted Seminole Open Mic Night. This event gave 
Tribal citizens and employees the opportunity to enter- 
tain the gathered audience with their artistic talents 
April 15. 

Diana Stone, Okalee Indian Village education 
coordinator, introduced and welcomed everyone to the 
event, which featured music, poetry and storytelling. 
Stone looked around the dimly lit room and asked for a 
volunteer to go first. After a brief moment, Tribal citi- 
zen Everett Osceola stood up and took the mic. 

“Tonight is my first night trying to sing, don’t hold 



Citizens, Employees Learn 
About Seminole Culture 

Informational ‘ Museum Moments' Presentation Held 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Tribal citizens and employees 
alike attended a hmcheon/informational presentation 
called “Museum Moments,” hosted by the Ah-Tah-Thi- 
Ki Museum’s Community Outreach Program, in the 
Tribal Headquarters Auditorium Lobby April 16. 

. This was the first in a series of presentations the 
Community Outreach Program plans to host on all six 
Seminole reservations throughout the rest of this year. 

The panel, which discussed the topic “The Green 
Com Dance to Today’s Traditional Seminoles,” consist- 
ed of four women: Barbara Butera, her daughter Ciara 
Billie-Guerue, Butera’s mother, Mary Osceola Moore, 
and Tribal Clerk Mercedes Osceola-Hahn. 

Butera, the event host, welcomed all of the atten- 
dees to the event and then read a welcoming statement 
on behalf of Chief Historic Resources Officer Tina M. 
Osceola, who also thanked those in attendance for 
attending. 

“We came to share and teach as much as we can . . . 
[and] also to get rid of assumptions,” said panelist 
Billie-Guerue. 

The panel seemed to be in agreement, saying they 
hope “Museum Moments” presentations will disperse 



(L-R) RoseMarie Pavlick and Pascuale Schettini, from 
the Accounting Dept., join other Tribal employees at 
the informational presentation. 


accurate information about 
the Seminole Tribe, as told 
by members of the Tribe. 
They said they want to dis- 
pel any myths about the 
Tribe that are incorrect or 
misleading. 

During the event’s 
organization, Butera 
admitted she was worried a 
series of informational dis- 
cussions would not gener- 
ate a large turnout. 
However, after the event, 
she said she was surprised 
so many people attended. 
Butera said she is glad so 
many people want to learn 
more about the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida and its 
culture. 

For more information 
on the next Museum 
Moments presentation, 
Marisoi Gonzalez please contact Community 

Ciara Billie-Guerue (R) intrigues the attendees with answers to their questions. Outreach Specialist 

Other members on the panel included (L-R) Babara Butera, Mary Osceola Moore Barbara Butera at (954) 

and Mercedes Osceola-Hahn. 931-5082. 
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Mothers Attend Festive Luau Dinner 



Felix DoBosz 

The entertainers put on an impressive Polynesian dinner show for the moms. 


B Y FELIX DOBOSZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Seminole moms 
from the Hollywood community celebrated 
Mother’s Day early with a Polynesian-style 
dinner Luau at the Seminole Gym May 8. 

Famous Fort Lauderdale landmark and 
Polynesian restaurant Mai-Kai provided the 
entertainment with live, South Pacific-style 
music and a floorshow that featured fire 
breathers and more. 

The gym was transformed into an exot- 
ic Polynesian destination complete with 
giant tiki heads and tropical foliage. There 
were colorful tablecloths and two carved 
coconuts adorning each table to complete 
the island transformation. 

Hollywood Board Rep. Gloria Wilson 
and Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. 
Osceola Jr. co-hosted the wonderful event 
and welcomed everyone to the buffet-style 
Mother’s Day dinner. 

“Give mom a break,” Rep. Wilson said. 
“Let her sit back and do what you need to 
do for her, but not just on Mother’s Day, but 
everyday.” 

During the stage show, dancers in tra- 
ditional Polynesian garb moved about the 
floor dancing fast and heavy drum beats 
playing over the loud speakers. The dancers 
selected about a dozen people from the 
audience to learn the famous Hula dance. 
Joe Dan Osceola was one of the fearless 
few who joined in for a dance lesson. 



Felix DoBosz 

A Polynesian dancer shows Joe Dan Osceola how to Hula. 


The dancers entertained the Mother’s Day crowd. 



Felix DoBosz 

(L-R) Moms Jo M. North, Bonnie Motlow and Leoma Poore enjoy the Luau. 



Felix DoBosz 


The fire dancer was a big hit at the Luau. 



Chris Jenkins 

Jimmy Osceola signs well wishes on a card for the Tampa moms. 


Moms Honored in Tampa 


BY CHRIS JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

TAMPA — Tribal and community 
members, along with Tampa Liaison 
Richard Henry, gathered to celebrate their 
community’s mothers at Henry’s brother, 
Jerry’s home on May 1 1 . 

“We were honoring the mothers, and of 



A 





Chris Jenkins 


Nancy Frank takes her turn in the horse- 
shoe competition. 



Chris Jenkins 


Colleen Henry (C) with Daughters (L-R) 
Kaylin and Linda Jane. 


course, dedicating the day to them,” Rep. 
Henry said. “[My siblings and I] just try to 
take care of [our mom] and give her what 
she wants. She deserves it.” 

The day’s activities included Bingo, 
horseshoes, door prizes and lunch, all spon- 
sored by the Tampa Recreation Dept. 

Tribal senior and mother of six, Nancy 
Frank, said the day was very special to her 
and is each year. 

“I enjoyed myself as always,” Frank 
said. “It was fun to be honored and we 
enjoyed each other.” 


Mother’s Day Celebration in Big Cypress 


BY CHRIS JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Mothers in the 
community were honored at a gathering, 
held in the Big Cypress Gym May 7, in 
recognition of the time, energy and sacri- 
fices they endured to have and raise chil- 
dren. 

Music, photos and lunch highlighted 
the day as Tribal Council and Board of 
Directors members, including Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress, Big Cypress Council 
Rep. David Cypress and Board Rep. Cicero 


Osceola, made an appearance and offered 
thanks and praise to all the moms. 

“Mothers are one of the most precious 
things on earth,” Chairman Cypress said. “It 
all means a lot because for me and my 
brothers my mother is still here.” 

As a mother of five, with 22 grandchil- 
dren, Big Cypress resident Mary Tigertail 
said the day holds a lot of meaning for her. 
She said she is grateful to be a mother. 

“It is a joy to be a mom,” Tigertail said. 
“I thank God for being a mom.” 

“It is fortunate for me that I had a good 
mom,” she added. 



Chris Jenkins 


Alice Billie and son, Ronnie 



Chris Jenkins 


Pastor Salaw Hummingbird blesses the 
Mother’s Day lunch. 




Chris Jenkins Chris Jenkins 

Sisters Violet and Mabel Jim at the Mother’s Day event. Chairman Mitchell Cypress (C) and BC Council Rep. David 

Cypress (R) enjoy the day with mother, Mary Frances. 
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Mother’s Day Festivities Abound at Brighton 


Susan Etxebarria 

(L-R) Mary Jo Ben of New Mexico visits brother-in-law and sister, Joe 
Lester and Julia Johns of Brighton. 


she gave birth to her first 
two children, Kevin and 
Valerie. Then, she and her 
husband moved to Brighton, 
where she gave birth to the 
youngest, Andrea. All of 
Smawley Holata’s family 
was present at the remem- 
brance and so were many of 
her brothers and sisters, 
cousins and friends who 
knew her and loved her. 

Mary Jo Micco catered 
the event. 

Mother’s Day Breakfast 

On May 8, community 
members and Tribal officials 
recognized Brighton’s 
moms at the Community 
Mother’s Day Breakfast. 

Council Rep. Roger Smith 
offered a heartfelt thanks to 
all mothers, and also pre- 
sented them with a gift on 
behalf of the entire Tribal 
Council. 

“We decided to have a breakfast for you so you 
would not have to cook for one day,” he said. “We 
really want to thank all the ladies of the community 
who do so much good for our families, their hus- 
bands and their children.” 

Board Rep. Johnnie Jones Sr. also gave each 
lady a present on behalf of the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida, Inc. 

“I want to say thank you to all the moms,” he 
said. Moms are the ones we leam everything from. 
Dads provide but always thank your mom because 
she is that one that teaches us all our ways.” 


There were special gifts for the three eldest 
moms in attendance, Jennie Snow, Lottie Baxley 
and Shule Jones, who each received a doll. 

Seniors Celebrate at Senior Center 
The Brighton Senior Center hosted a Mother’s 
Day celebration on May 8. Along with Brighton’s 
senior moms, visiting guests from Tampa and New 
Mexico also attended the gathering. 

The center was decorated with flowers adorn- 
ing each table, where the moms enjoyed the lunch 
that was served following a few games of Bingo. 
Attendees also received door prizes during the well- 
attended party. 


BY SUSAN ETXEBARRIA 


Freelance Reporter 


Susan Etxebarria 

Board Rep. Johnnie Jones Sr. presents a Mother’s Day gift to 
Nancy Shore. 


BRIGHTON — Mothers, grandmothers and 
great-grandmothers from the Brighton community 
were honored during several celebrations to com- 
memorate Mother’s Day, celebrated this year on 
May 11. 

Smawley Holata Mother’s Day Remembrance 

The Smawley Holata Mother’s Day Remem- 
brance party was the first Mother’s Day event held 
in the Brighton Community, taking place at the gym 
on May 6. 

The event kicked off with a Bingo night. Bingo 
is a fitting tribute to this mother of three, who 
passed away in 2002 at the age of 50. Holata was 
bom in 1952 and is the daughter of Alice Snow. 
Snow explained why her daughter’s party kicked off 
with a Bingo game, saying “Smawley loved to go to 
Bingo!” Each player received a commemorative T- 
shirt with Holata’s name on it. 

Holata’s younger sister, Salina Dorgan, organ- 
ized the annual event that has been held at the 
Brighton Gym for the past five years. 

“My sister was active in our community events 
and every year she was a major participant in the 
Brighton Youth Conference,” said Dorgan. “She 
worked for the Tribe for a long time and had lots of 
friends. It seemed like she always knew what was 
going on and if I wanted to 
know what was happening 
at Brighton she could tell 
me.” 

Smawley Snow was 
horn at Brighton. She 
moved away and married 
Seminole Eli Holata of 
Oklahoma, the state where 


Three generations of moms help Josephone Villa (sitting) celebrate her birthday during 
the Smawley Holata remembrance party. They are her two daughters, Micky Burton and 
Grace Koontz, granddaughter Suraiya Smith, and great-grandchild, Yani Smith. 


Jennie Snow (C), surrounded by family members, receives one 
of the special gift dolls given to the three moms in attendance. 


(Front Row, L-R) Tampa’s Maggie Garcia, Linda Osceola, Peggy 
Cubis, (Back Row, L-R) Shirley Sampson, Nancy Frank and Susie 
Doctor attended the Brighton festivities. 
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Susan Etxebarria 

Patty Waldron plays Bingo at Senior Center party. 



Laverne Thomas enjoys the breakfast. 


Lottie Baxley opens her gift. 


Susan Etxebarria 




Susan Etxebarria 

Smawley Holata’s family members, including grandchildren (Front Row, L-R) Silas Madrigal and Talena Smith, 
(Second Row, L-R) Valerie Holata, Jeanne Eagle, Salina Dorgan, Andrea Holata, Alice Snow (Back Row, L-R) 
Kevin Holata and Eli Holata, attended the event. 
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Immokalee Celebrates Mother’s Day 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — Immokalee Council Liaison 
Elaine Aguilar offered words of wisdom at the opening 
of her community’s Mother’s Days celebration, held in 
the gym on May 9. 

“In our culture we don’t say Mother’s Day, we say 
‘Worship the Mother,’ ” she said. “We are a matriarchal 
society and derive our bloodline and clan from our 
mothers. They have passed the knowledge and strength 
of survival down from generation to generation. It is 
because of our mothers that we are here today.” 

Aguilar added: “It is important that you remember 
and spend time with your mothers all year long, not 
just today. The day will come when they will no longer 
be there and you will find their loss very hard to 
accept.” 

Following a buffet, gift bags were distributed as 
raffle tickets were announced. The bags were filled 
with a variety of items such as jewelry, watches, crys- 
tal picture frames, digital frames, candy apples and 
handbags. 

A special gold charm had been hand crafted for 
each of the senior women depicting an intricately 
designed Seminole doll. Presented on gold necklaces, 
they brought tears of emotion to the eyes of many. 

A small portrait studio was set up in the comer to 
provide an opportunity for families to document the 
event and create a loving memory to cherish through- 
out the year. 



Immokalee Tribal Council Liaison Elaine Aguilar (C) 
with (L-R) Tracy DeLaRosa, Susan Davis and Maria Bil- 
lie from her administrative staff. 



Judy Weeks 

Immokalee Council Liaison Elaine Aguilar gives a cul- 
tural background of Mother’s Day. 


Judy Weeks 

Louise Motlow admires her gold Seminole doll charm. 
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Marisol Gonzalez 

Dorothy Tommie works her upper body during one of 
the many exercises arranged for the seniors. 


Marisol Gonzalez 

iudybill Osceola concentrates while tossing the fuzzy 
ball into the bucket. 


Seniors Get Fit During Field Day 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The first-ever Senior Get Fit 
Field Day took place in the Hollywood Gym on May 7. 
Many of the seniors decided to come out and exercise 
for a while; however, little did they know they 
would have lots of fun while doing it. 

Activities included fitness exercises to 
help stretch and strengthen their muscles. They 
started out in a circle to stretch and warm up to 
get the blood pumping. Then they were split up 
into two teams and rotated on four different 
obstacle courses. The seniors used elements 
such as beanhags, eggs, soccer balls, fuzzy 
yam balls with baskets to throw them in and 
plenty of cones. 

In attendance were: Dorothy Tommie, 

Judybill Osceola, Cornelia Osceola, Maydell 
Osceola, Coleman Josh, Annie Jumper, 

Dorothy Tucker and the staff of the Fitness 
Department. 

“It wasn’t really hard, but good,” said 
Judybill Osceola of her day. 

As they alternated from one activity to 
another the competition got fierce. They ended 
the day with a cool down exercise and lots of 
juice and water to keep them hydrated. Each 
participant walked away with a visor and a 
medal for their participation. Maggie Osceola 
was presented with an honorary medal for 
coming out to watch her fellow seniors get fit. 

Fitness Department staff members were 


pleased with the turnout and said they are planning 
more of these Get Fit Field Days for each reservation. 
Senior Dorothy Tommie agreed, encouraging others to 
attend fitness-related events. 

“To all the seniors, come on out and exercise with 
us, you might just have fun,” Tommie said. 



Kenny Bayon, a contract employee with th e Fitness Dept., 
presents Maggie Osceola with a medal for coming out to watch 
her fellow seniors get fit. 



Appreciation Day Held for Tribal Employees 


BY JU DY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — Employees from all 
Immokalee’s administrative departments took advan- 
tage of Employee Appreciation Day to kick up their 
heels and have some fun on April 18. 

Gathering at the gym at 8 a.m., the participants 
received a T-shirt commemorating the day, water bottle 
and tote bag embroidered with the Tribal Council logo 


surrounded by a heart and the slogan, “Take This Job 
and Love It.” 

The whistle blew and the activities got underway 
with a brisk walk to the ball field, where staff members 
were divided into two teams, representing the Ranch 
and Recreation Departments. Kenny Joe Davis and 
Johnnie Boone coached, while the players competed. 
The Ranch players triumphed at softball and volleyball, 
while Recreation took everyone down during the Tug- 
of-War. 



Competitors in the Tug-of-War event gave it their all in hopes of a victory. 


Seniors Attend Fire Extinguisher Training 


BY FELIX DOBOSZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — On May 

12 members of the Seminole 
Tribe’s Fire Prevention Division 
hosted a fire extinguisher training 
class for interested Tribal seniors 
at the Hollywood Senior Center. 

Department of Emergency 
Services Battalion Chief and Fire 
Marshal David Logan, Lt. Robert 
Brown, Lt. Robert Levy and Fire 
Inspector Bruce Britton all partici- 
pated in the educational seminar. 

Levy and Britton then showed 
a PowerPoint® presentation out- 
lining the dos and don’ts of fire 
prevention. The presentation also 
pointed out how to handle a fire 
extinguisher properly, as the two 
explained proper aiming and firing 
techniques, telling the seniors to 
aim for the base of the fire when 
putting it out. 

After getting the basics down, 
the class moved to the outdoors for 
a live, controlled demonstration. 
The class leaders ignited an elec- 



Felix DoBosz 

Elsie Bowers gets ready to put out the fire after learning valuable tips at 
the seminar. 



Felix DoBosz 

(L-R) Fire Inspectors Bruce Britton and Lt. Robert Levy display an Automated Exter- 
nal Defibrillator, or AED machine, at the Fire Extinguisher Class. 


tronically-controlled fire 
so each student could 
operate the fire extin- 
guisher and put out the 
flames. 

The teachers also 
showed the class an Auto- 
mated External Defibril- 
lator, or AED machine, a 
portable electronic device 
that, through the applica- 
tion of electrical shock 
therapy, re-starts the heart 
after an arrest. The sen- 
iors received instruction 
on how to properly han- 
dle these life-saving 
machines as well. 

“It was good training 
for seniors, and will be 
very helpful,” said senior 
Mary Gay Osceola. 


A Discount Cue Source & Accessories, Inc 



(954)946-1*34 
(954) 325-61 4B 


W&n. Thur, 10 ■ 7 pen 

Friday & Saturday 

10 am ■ 6 pm 


Guf Pro ihop hra ovra 250 foal Cura to 
chwwfran, with many Gw Casra & 

Awrawriraigrygur playing rrf^dv W* 
□^■ilrrL lor CluHs< MirDiMinnEE, Mlmjlx i 
Viking Cufri. We dJid have hom mdrtyGEhrr 
Fool Cue Manufactures eo chaos* 1 horn 

Seminal* Tribal Members receive 

gff mgU p ocA CtfM or Caw? in tf|(Kh 

Company Special - 

oflVnojr Cat fosra itn stock 

Complele Cue done here, m.iny 

rcpaln done while you wait. 

We Keep* AMEX. tteiCrriH. Mt. VrU & DetilL 


1451 &W U AVE. I Andrew*) RD - tampjng &*nch, FL - h* 19541 94-&-1 996 
or email us at DiscoueittiieiOdd pjoLcain 




[ The Seminole Tribune 





13 






May 30, 20081 

/ w 

\ / 
/\ 

w 

/A 

\ / 
✓ V 

w 


‘Communify'News 

| 

W 

/A 

W 

w 

/V 

w 

/A 

w 

/A 

\ 




Public Invited to First Annual Safety Fair 


Marisol Gonzalez 

McGruff the Crime Dog made a special visit to the Seminole Police Department’s booth. 


BY SHELLEY MARMOR 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Tribal Office 
of Emergency Management held the first- 
ever Public Safety Fair on May 2 at the Hol- 
lywood Hard Rock. The event, which ran 
from 10 a.m.-5 p.m., featured several 
informative seminars and demonstrations 
including how to operate a fire extinguisher 
and a seminar on emergency planning. 

Several booths were set up inside the 


Hard Rock Ballroom with representatives 
from various Tribal departments, the Amer- 
ican Red Cross, the Broward Sheriff’s 
Office and more on hand. Representatives at 
the booths distributed a wealth of safety- 
related information. The Office of Emer- 
gency Management’s booth featured infor- 
mation on hurricane preparedness. Tips 
offered at their booth included making a 
family disaster plan so each family will be 
prepared in the event of a disaster, and keep- 
ing a disaster supply kit, which should 


include items such as non-perishable foods, 
water, a flashlight and a first aid kit, to name 
a few. 

In addition, there was a Kid’s Zone for 
Safety Awareness where the students from 
the Hollywood Preschool were able to learn 
safety tips and even don firefighter hats and 
climb aboard one of the Tribe’s fire trucks. 

They also attended a Smoke House 
Demonstration in which a member of the 
Tribal Emergency Management Service 
taught the children how to properly get out 
of a house on fire. This demonstration took 
place inside a small trailer that releases 
smoke to simulate a fire. 

Two more public safety fairs are slated 
to take place; the first on June 11 at the 
Brighton Gym and the second on June 19 at 
the Big Cypress Gym. For more informa- 
tion, please contact Lisa Mullenix from the 
Office of Emergency Management at (954) 
894-1070, Ext. 10916. 


Marisol Gonzalez 

A representative of Carrier Generators distributed information about hurricane prepared- 
ness at their booth. 


Marisol Gonzalez 

Julia Doctor, from the 4 year old class, is instructed to get low when smoke fills the air 
during the Smoke House demonstration. 


John Anderson, information technology director, demonstrates how to 
communicate with another Emergency Communications Trailer by 
radio in one of two, referred to as SEMCOMM 1 and SEMCOMM 2. 


Joel Simmons of the Seminole Tribe's Fire Rescue Depart- 
ment allows the little ones to push the red button to sound 
the alarm. 



V 


mate 


& Entertainment 

Premium Seating For 
All Local & National Events 
Concerts ★ Sports ★ Theatre 


For All Events Call: 

(305) 444-TIXX (8499) (800) 881 8499 
Visit us at: www.preferredultimate.com 


Happy with our Entertainment Service? 
Try our Full Travel Service 

Cruises 4- Hotels + Airlines 

305-44S-6S66 or (866)445-6566 

Visit us at: www.prefierredultimatetravehcom 


Upcoming Events: I 

Stevie Nicks 
Steely Dan 
Pearl Jam 
The Cure 
Toby Keith 
Akon/Lil Wayne 
Motley Crue 
Ringo Starr 
Dave Matthews 
Tom Petty 
Poison 

Brooks & Dunn 
Slipknot 
Journey 
Yes 

Lin kin Park 
George Michael 
Rascal Flatts 
Stone Temple Pilots 
Kenny Chesney 


We Deliver * All Major Credit Cards Accepted 





The Seminole Tribune 





14 






May 30, 2008 

/ 

X 

w 

✓ A 

X / 
/\ 

w 

f A 

\ / 
✓ A 

w 

w 

✓ A 

‘Communify'NeM 

| 

W 

✓A 

W 

✓ A 

W 

✓A 

W 

✓ A 

✓ A 

V 

/ 


Grand Opening Held for Drug-Free Program 


BY SUSAN ETXEBARRIA 
Freelance Reporter 

BRIGHTON — The Brighton Family 
Services and Recreation Departments wel- 
comed community youngsters to the grand 
opening of the S.W.A.M.P. May 1. 

The acronym stands for “Seminoles 
Without Addictions Make Progress” and is a 
program that takes place in its own room at 
the Brighton Gym on Thursday evenings 
from 7-9 p.m. All family members, adults 
and seniors are encouraged to take part. 

At S.W.A.M.P. the youngsters can 
enjoy a variety of drug-free activities and 
games, and also take part in the planning. At 
the ribbon cutting ceremony those in atten- 
dance enjoyed several activities including 
demonstrations from the Brighton Warriors 
Cheerleaders and Seminole Police Dept. K- 
9 Officer Carlin Coleman, who showed his 
drug dog’s ability to sniff out illegal sub- 
stances. 

Valerie Marone, community outreach 
coordinator for Family Services, and 
Richard Osceola, Brighton Recreation 
Department director — whose departments 
jointly sponsor and staff S.W.A.M.P. — 
explained the need for this program and its 
benefits. 

“At the S.W.A.M.P. kids will receive 
positive reinforcement in making healthy 
choices about not using alcohol and drugs,” 


Marone said. “Every week 
during the refreshment time 
there will he information 
about the harmful effects of 
drugs and alcohol that will be 
given in a non-threatening 
and fun way with puppet 
shows and games.” 

Osceola also added: “We 
at Recreation and Family 
Services have been doing a 
lot of things with the kids to 
prevent drug use and we want 
to continue.” 

The 2008-2009 Brighton 
Princess Jaryaca Baker per- 
formed the ribbon-cutting 
ceremony. She first spoke to 
her peers, saying she is really 
supportive of S.W.A.M.P. 
and a drug-free lifestyle. 

“I have a lot going for 
me right now in my life and I 
don’t want to ruin it,” Baker 
said. “Drugs and alcohol will 
affect your hfe. It will affect 
not just you but everybody in 
your family.” 

After the ribbon cutting, 
which dedicated one of the 
youth center rooms at the 
gym to S.W.A.M.P. activities, 
the kids flooded in, excited to 



The 2008-2009 Brighton Seminole Princess Jaryaca 
Baker cuts the ribbon at the S.W.A.M.P.’s grand opening. 



Susan Etxebarria 

(L-R) Alexis Gore, Alani Gore and Trewston Pearce enjoy youth games inside the 
S.W.A.M.P. 


play the many games set up for them. 

Family Services Director Helene 
Buster was also in attendance. She reiterat- 
ed the importance of having programs such 
as S.W.A.M.P., which she said will provide 
“a safe place ... that is drug-free.” Buster 
added that she is pleased that the Family 
Services staff is reaching out to the commu- 
nity. 

“We have to go out where the people 
are so they will feel comfortable,” she said. 
“This makes it possible for people and the 
youth to be in a place where they are not 
feeling intimidated, not under a microscope, 
and this is another way we can accomplish 
our mission of prevention and education 
about drug and alcohol abuse.” 

Brighton’s Family Services and Recre- 
ation Departments are planning many more 
drug-free activities for the youth and com- 
munity such as a trip to see the Blue Man 
Group at Universal Studios in Orlando and 
a just-for-fun community softball game and 
cookout in May. 

For more information about 
S.W.A.M.P.’s monthly activities, please call 
Valerie Marone at (863) 763-7700. 



Chris Jenkins 

Joe Billie Jr. looks for the winning combi- 
nation in a game of Bingo. 


Chris Jenkins 

(L-R) Claudia Doctor and Lydia Cypress 
paint their art work before the games. 


Senior Center Birthday Luncheon 


BY CHRIS JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Senior Center 
made special acknowledgment of some of 
its own during a birthday celebration on 
April 30. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress, Mary L. 
Johns and Josiah Allen Jumper were all 


honored at the luncheon. The gathering was 
treated to traditional birthday fare including 
a cake, as well as arts and crafts and games 
to enjoy. 

Senior Center assistant manager Melis- 
sa Guzman said the day allows the seniors 
to be celebrated in a fun way. 

“It all went well we actually had a pret- 
ty good crowd,” Guzman said. 



Chris Jenkins 

Senior Center Assistant Manager Melissa Guzman calls out the numbers during the 
seniors’ Bingo competition. 
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Hollywood Board Rep Hosts ‘Count the Florida Votes’ Rally 

Community Participates in Democratic Rally at Hollywood Tribal Headquarters 







C'JS'DP WlllCKTK TntArwiNT3 
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BY FELIX DOBOSZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Hollywood Board 
Rep. Gloria Wilson hosted the “Count the 
Florida Votes” rally at the Tribal Headquar- 
ters April 26. 

Wilson invited Congresswoman Deb- 
bie Wasserman-Schultz (D-FL), who repre- 
sents Florida’s 20th District, where the Hol- 
lywood Reservations is located, to also 
address the gathering. Together, the two, 
and those in attendance, hoped to urge the 
Democratic Party to count the votes from 
Florida’s primary election, held Jan. 29. 


Rep. Wilson welcomed and thanked 
everyone for coming out to Seminole Coun- 
try and being part of the democratic process. 

“I initiated this event primarily for the 
Hollywood community because of the vari- 
ous candidates who approached me regard- 
ing making presentations to the Tribal mem- 
bers,” Rep. Wilson explained. “I have been 
involved in the Hillary Clinton campaign 
since last fall, and have established contacts 
within the Broward Democratic Party.” 

In addition to the rally, this also was an 
opportunity for voters to meet and greet 
some of the candidates running for local 
elected office in the next primary, to be held 


Some of the candidates running in the Democratic Primary for local office make their 
presentations to gathered voters at the “Count the Florida Votes” rally, held at the 
Tribe’s Hollywood Headquarters on April 26. 


Aug. 26. Candidates only had a few 
minutes each to explain their platforms, 
addressing interested guests seated in 
the auditorium lobby and dining on 
barbequed chicken and fixings while 
listening to candidates’ qualifications. 

A number of candidates cam- 
paigned, including Shahrukh “Shak” 
Dhanji and Wiley Thompson, both run- 
ning for Broward County Sheriff, 
Freda Sherman Stevens, the Democrat- 
ic candidate for District 100 state repre- 
sentative, Tim Ryan, the Democratic 
candidate for District 31 state senator 
and Adriane Reesey, seeking the 
Broward County supervisor of elec- 
tions position. 

At the outdoor rally, held under a 
chickee, Rep. Wilson made her mes- 
sage clear. 

“We’re proud to host this event 
today because we believe just like 
every other Democrat in the state of 
Florida that our votes count, and it’s 
our right to cast the 
votes the way we 
want them, and right 
now we want them 
counted,” she stated. 

“So we’d like to ask 
everyone especially 
the Democratic 
Party to consider 
what we’re asking 
for. We have peti- 
tions that have gone 
out and gathered to 
the Democratic 
Party and today is 
just another way to 
re-enforce that 
request.” 


Hollywood Board Representative Gloria Wilson urges the Democratic Party to count the F 
da votes at the rally. 


By Ramona Kiyoshk 

Ciyoshk is a freelance Still, the spark th 


[Editor ’s Note: Ramona Kiyoshk is a freelance Still, the spark that is unique to those bom to 
writer and member of the Ojibway First Nation of excel was never squelched. One could attribute it to 
Walpole Island, Ontario. The opinions she expresses naivety, but it runs deeper. It is Chief Osceola, a cen- 
tre her own. She can be reached at satin.moccasins tury earlier, defying a U.S. Army that outnumbered 
@gmail.com.J and out-armed his ragged guerrillas. Chairman 

It was hard to decide which part of this hook to Cypress, although raised in poverty, often going to 
use as the lead for a review. Every chapter, indeed bed hungry, never once thought of himself as a vic- 
every paragraph, offers a valuable teaching. tim. 

Book Designer/Editor/Photographer Cecilia Every setback — losing his wife, a crippling car 
Kayano’s creative team took Suzanne Davis’ concept accident, a motorcycle mishap and developing dia- 
and turned out a very readable treasure that is capti- hetes — were just obstacles that needed to he 
vating in its visual presentation. You pick up the book addressed in a sensible way. The elders, the Tribal 
because it catches your eye. ^ wisdom keepers, became the 


However you are soon 
caught up in the story of a L 
charismatic man discussing I 
his personal wellness jour- 
ney, from boyhood to matu- 
rity. The man takes his time 
— good teachers under- 
stand patience. The conver- 
sational style pulls you in 
and before long you are 
paying attention; very 
close attention. 

Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress tells you that his 
well-being depends on the 
wisdom of his elders and 
on the spirituality of the 
Seminole people. He 
insists that Native people 
learn from each other. 

They respond to being 
shown how, not being 
ordered, to do something. 

I think Chairman Cypress 
not only learned to walk 
the honorable path recom- 
mended by the Seminole 
elders, but also he picked 
up their narrative skills, 
those oral traditions that 
make storytelling a signif- 
icant part of Native cul- 
ture, spirituality, educa- 
tion and entertainment. 

Chairman Cypress 
grew up in the Everglades. 

He was bom when the 
Seminoles were impover- 
ished and desperate, still 


Having Diabetes & Acting in an Honorable Way 

By Mitchell Cypress, Chairman of the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida 

Published by the Seminole Tribe of Florida, 2007 
Produced by the Seminole Health Department Dia- 
betes Program 

Cecilia Kayano, Designer, Editor, Photographer 
Paula Barr, Layout and Graphics 
Project Manager, Suzanne Davis, PA, CDE, MPH 
More creative credits on last page 


roadmap of Chairman Cypress’ 
journey back from alcoholism, 
obesity, smoking two packs a 
day and losing his beloved 
Mary Ann. They also helped 
him find a calling that chal- 
lenged his abilities: he would 
lead his people. 

A sense of humor is 
innate in Native peoples. 
Chairman Cypress’ humor is 
evident as he talks about 
managing his diabetes, and 
rearranging his life to 
ensure that his feet, kid- 
neys, heart and eyes remain 
healthy. Keeping his errant 
hemoglobin Ale under 
control has become a per- 
sonal mission. 

He tells about a time 
when he would sneak 
Ramen Noodles into his 
bedroom for a midnight 
snack. He now knows you 
can’t he to your body. He 
agonizes over getting out 
of bed up at 5 a.m. to go 
for a walk when he would 
rather sleep in and pass- 
ing up the tasty items at 
the luncheon buffet is 
hard, but he knows he is 
being watched and is 
determined to set a posi- 
tive example. 

In the last chapter, 
Chairman Cypress tells 
us that this book is not a 


recovering from a forty-year war for freedom against self-aggrandizing gimmick. He says he needs to share 
the United States. Three years away at an Indian what he has learned so that others may benefit from 
boarding school and a stint in Europe with the Army his lessons and despair. He cites the incident of a 
made him aware of how remote and trapped in time brother who died in an alcohol-related car wreck, 
his people were. Every trip back home made him see Chairman Cypress had secretly stopped drinking a 


that things had not progressed. 


couple of months before and was experiencing the 


When Chairman Cypress returned to Florida for benefits of sobriety. He feels if he had shared this 
good, he joined the bored young locals in a lifestyle with his brother, the accident may not have happened, 
of drinking, menial work and just getting by. The The obsession to care for others and to practice 
years in the fields, the monotony, the hard drinking what one preaches have been driving forces with 
and the self-absorption took their tolls, spiritually and Chairman Cypress all his life. His practicality in 


physically. 


looking a problem in the eye and then designing a 


There were several wake-up calls that Chairman plan of action on how to fix it have not only helped 
Cypress chose to ignore. His wayward father made him become a physically healthy individual, but also 
him a caring son, but a less than attentive husband, work for him in his job as the Chairman of the Semi- 
He tells of working, as a teenager, for a pittance in the nole Tribe of Florida, one of the most progressive and 
fields to help his mother feed his siblings and others high profile Indian Tribes on the continent, 
in their camp. I believe this book should be made available to 

He married for love, but was not able to express all participants in Indian Health Services diabetes 
it inside his marriage. His long-suffering wife, Mary programs, and to those ravenous consumers of self- 
Ann, bore him children and cared for him and the help books who frequent book stores. Please call 
family. Only when she became ill and passed away, (800) 683-7800 for information on how to obtain a 
did he realize he could have loved her better. copy. 


Felix DoBosz 

Congresswoman Debbie Wasserman-Schultz (C) spoke at the “Count The Florida Votes” rally. 
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At FrontRowUSA, ticket 
buying is hassle- free 
and there are no 
questions as to where 
the seats are located. 
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ticket broker , take care 
of everything. 
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Seminole Warriors Boxing Vies For Another Championship 



BY CHRIS JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

TAMPA — Seminole Warriors Boxing 
was hoping to make Glen “The Road War- 
rior” Johnson their next major champion on 
April 12. 

In what many critics consider the last 


Legendary boxing trainer and author Angelo 
talks to the media before the fight. 


chapter of Johnson’s career (47-12-2, 37 
KOs), the former International Boxing Fed- 
eration (IBF) light heavyweight champ 
looked as durable as ever making another 
push toward glory facing champion Chad 
“Bad” Dawson (26-0, 17 KOs) for the 
World Boxing Council title. 

Coming in, Johnson was on a roll, tak- 
ing out his last three oppo- 
nents by KO; in his last 
bout, finishing Hugo Pine- 
da in eight rounds. Dawson 
defended his title for the 
third time since winning it 
in February 2007. In his last 
outing, he registered an 
impressive fourth-round 
TKO over Epifanio Men- 
doza in September of last 
year. 

In what was a clear-cut 
Johnson crowd, the sched- 
uled 12 rounder left most in 
attendance disappointed. 
Dawson showed a good 
chin throughout, using his 
speed and quickness, but 
took some powerful shots 
by the ready and wise John- 
son. Dawson would out- 
point Johnson in a very 
controversial unanimous 
decision, 116-112, by all 
three judges. 

Many in attendance 
thought the bout would go 
the distance but expected a 


Chris Jenkins 

(L) 


closer score in Johnson’s favor. Warriors 
Boxing Executive Director Leon Margules 
was of course expecting a different result. 

“I thought he won; I don’t know what 
else you have to do to win a fight,” Mar- 
gules said. “I am very disappointed and 
hope the networks and others out there give 
[Johnson] another shot.” 

Other action included hometown 
favorite Antonio Tarver taking home the 
IBF and International Boxing Organization 
light heavyweight titles over Clinton Woods 
by unanimous decision in the co-main 12 
rounder. 

In cruiserweight action, Akinyemi Lal- 
eye won by a unanimous decision over 
Willie Chisolm in six. 

Among junior middleweights and mid- 
dleweights, Chris Gray scored the upset 
over a previously undefeated Brian Mihtar 
by a unanimous decision in six rounds. Ray- 
mond Biggs Jr. remained undefeated over 
Jean Baptiste in six by a unanimous deci- 
sion and Brian Meadows and Laquel Flem- 
ing squared off with a draw in four rounds. 

In the super middleweight division, 
Jonathan Nelson picked up his first profes- 
sional win over Devin Laney by a unani- 
mous decision in four rounds and in 
women’s action Laura Ramsey got her ninth 
win over Alexandra Maloy by a unanimous 
decision in four rounds. 

In bantamweight action, Yan Barthele- 
my remained perfect, defeating veteran Jose 
Garcia Bernal in six rounds by a unanimous 
decision. 

In the two heavyweight bouts, Bowie 



Chris Jenkins 

An exhausted Glen Johnson salutes the crowd after his bout with Chad Dawson. 


Tupou moved to 14-0 against Ramon Hayes 
going the full six and won by unanimous 
decision, while Danny Williams also won 
by unanimous decision in six rounds against 
Marcus McGee. 

All the action was part of a world 
championship doubleheader billed as “TNT: 


Title Night in Tampa,” held at the St. Pete 
Times Forum arena. The twin bill was 
broadcast hve on Showtime Boxing. 

Several Tribal representatives also 
made an appearance, with Big Cypress Rep. 
David Cypress and Fort Pierce Liaison S.R. 
Tommie in attendance. 



(L-R) Rodney Wallace takes a powerful shot from Warriors’ Wilmer Vazquez. 

Knockout Kings at Hard Rock 


BY CHRI S JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 


sported twice the ring experience, in addi- 
tion to his wins. He was also a winner of 10 
straight. 

HOLLY W OOD — Seminole Warriors The two squared off in a title eliminator 

Boxing’s latest event — the Knockout fight, with the winner in the driver’s seat for 


Kings — lived up to its name. The event, 
held April 23 at the Hard Rock Live, and 


. world title shot. 

The power and strategy of Urango 


sponsored by Warriors, featured six bouts made the difference as Vilches was the vic- 
with the action broadcast live on ESPN2’s tim of one of the best power shots of 2008, 


Wednesday Night Fights. 

The evening also sponsored 
cause as Warriors teamed up with the U.S. 


going down in the fourth round by KO. 
good Prior to that, he showed signs of struggle, 
going down briefly in the first. On the sec- 


Army for the donation of used cell phones ond knockdown he would stay down i 
for soldiers in the war with the Cell Phones physicians and medics attended to him for 


for Soldiers program. 


several minutes afterwards. Urango used a 


In the co-main and main events, the quick rock-solid right cross to stun the sea- 
undefeated “Mean” Joe Greene (19-0, 15 soned Vilches sending him crumbling to the 
KOs) faced Ghana’s Joshua Okine (18-4- mat with those on hand gasping and 
1,12 KOs). In the main tilt, former Interna- impressed. 

tional Boxing Federation (IBF) light welter- Warriors Boxing Executive Director 
weight champion Juan “Iron Twin” Urango Leon Margules said he was impressed with 
(20-1-1,16 KOs) faced veteran Carlos “El Urango’s performance. 


Loco” Vilches (53-8-2, 31 KOs). 


“I thought it was the best he has ever 


Urango was coming off two straight looked,” Margules said. 

KO wins and was looking to continue claw- The win places Urango near the top of 
ing his way back into the welterweight the rankings in his division and Margules 
championship picture as he faced battle- said it puts him in view of a hopeful IBF 
tested vet Carlos Wilffedo Vilches, who title bout with current champion Paul 

Malignaggi by year’s end. 

Other action included: 
the southpaw Greene con- 
tinuing to impress in the 
middleweight division with 
a ninth round TKO against 
Okine; Wilford Scypion 
was victorious against 
Williams Ganes by TKO in 
the fourth in junior mid- 
dleweight action; Kenny 
Galrza beat out Amaury 
Torres in three by TKO 
among junior welter- 
weights; Warriors’ Wilmer 
Vazquez moved to 6-0 over 
Rodney Wallace with a 
third round TKO among 
heavyweights; and finally, 
David Estrada picked up 
his 22nd win over Alexan- 
der Pacheco Quiroz with a 
second round KO. 

Members of the Tribal 
Council also made an 
appearance with Fort 
Pierce Liaison S.R. Tom- 
mie and Big Cypress Tribal 
Council Rep. David 
Cypress on hand for the 
action. 

The next scheduled 
action for Seminole War- 

(L-R) “Mean” Joe Greene unleashes a powerful straight Rock ?s°June 21^ ^ 
left jab on Joshua Okine. 



Little Seminoles Play Pre-T T-Ball Season Opener 


BY MARISOL GO NZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Little Semi- 
noles played their first Pre-T T-Ball game of 
the season at the Seminole Ball Field April 
17. 

The team includes a mix of more than a 
dozen Tribal and non-Tribal youngsters, 
ranging from age 4 to 7. 

Their first game was played against a 
Driftwood area team. 



Marisol Gonzalez 


Kristian Gonzalez makes his way to first 
base. 



Jeanette Varela concentrates on hitting the 
ball. 


In the game of Pre-T T-Ball, there are 
only three innings, and no outs. This means 
each player is able to bat at the T, and the 
last player of the team brings them all home. 

The children had a blast while they hit 
and ran and even tried to catch a few balls 
that would scatter on the field. Some of 
them were even so excited they ran the 
wrong way around the bases, forcing par- 
ents to become temporary coaches while 
they guided their child in the right direction. 

Just before the third inning, the rain 
came down, followed by thunder and light- 
ning, and finally the sirens sounded alerting 
everyone to leave the ball field. 



Marisol Gonzalez 


Amaya Shenandoah rounds the bases for 
home. 


Although the game was cut short, The 
Little Seminoles team was pleased with the 
result of so much practice. 

“I am thrilled to see them play,” said 
Coach Maggie Puente. “We play like a fam- 
ily and it makes me happy seeing them 
happy.” 


Annual Howard Tiger Memorial Tourney Wraps Up 


BY CHRIS JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The three-stage, 
eighth annual Howard Tiger Memorial Pro- 
Bass Fishing tournament wrapped up on 
May 2. The tournament offers Tribal citi- 
zens a chance to get out on the lake as they 
soak up the sun and engage in some healthy 
competition. 

In the third-stage standings, Justin 
Gopher and Naha Jumper took home first 
place and Big Bass Award honors. Both had 
a prize catch of 19 pounds, 73 ounces. The 
first place overall series winners were Kas- 
sim Stockton and Leon Wilcox Jr., who also 
earned second place honors in Stage 3 of the 
tournament. 

First time tourney participants, Raul 
Escobar and partner Fraiik DeLarosa, said 
they enjoyed the experience. They received 
the top prize in Stage 2 with their catches 
that totaled almost 23 pounds. 

“We had a great time and were really 
excited about it all,” DeLarosa said. 



Chris Jenkins 

Stage 3’s winners and participants. 



Chris Jenkins 

Stage 3’s overall series winners (L-R) Leon Wilcox Jr. and Kassim 
Stockton. 


Chris Jenkins 

First place Stage 2 winners (L-R) Frank Delarosa and Raul Esco- 
bar display their trophy. 
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Joey Keel, 12, who took first place in the compeition, clears a major hill during his run. 


Motocross Hosts Loretta Lynn Area Qualifier 


BY CHRIS JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Sem in ole Tribe Motocross 
Park hosted one of motocross ’s premier events on April 
19. As one of only eight qualifier racing sites in the 
Southeastern U.S., and one of only two races in Florida, 
some of the best amateur motocross riders in America 
were in action in the Loretta Lynn Area Qualifier. 

This annual event is a competition, which began in 
March and runs through June, with the eight best racers 
in their divisions making the cut and moving on to 
regional competition. From regionals, the final rider 
roster is determined for the Amateur Nationals, which 


will be held in Hurricane Mills, Tenn. at the home ranch 
of legendary country singer and Country Music Hall of 
Famer Loretta Lynn. 

Joey Keel, 12, is just one of the riders sponsored by 
the Seminole Tribe with a two year stint thus far. He 
came in No. 1 in his age and stock division, qualifying 
for the June regional finals event. He said the event is 
one step closer to championship glory. 

“It was a pretty big event for me,” Keel said. “It 
was tough because all the kids from other states were 
very fast too.” 

The event brought in riders from all across Florida 
as well as Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, and more. 


Emerging Sport of Disc Golf Comes to BC 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Stan 
Frischman of the Big Cypress 
Recreation Department introduced a 
new sport to his community on May 
3 on the grassy fairways of the Ah- 
Tah-Thi-Ki Museum. Although new 
to Big Cypress, disc golf has been 
slowly catching on across the U.S. 
for the past few years and has 
become quite the rage in Europe and 
Asia. 

The game is played with a series 
of plastic disks or Frisbees®. Players 
maneuver the length of the fairway 
and attempt to score in the chain bas- 
ket with the least number of throws 
— much like in golf. Indicating their 
use, the discs are appropriately Disc Golf Pro Dale Schwegel (third from left) instructs the Big Cypress 
labeled enforcers, drivers, mid-range players in their first game on the fairway of the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum, 
and putters, to name a few. 




Rashawn Jim sinks his putter during the game of disc golf. 


Big Cypress’ first disc golf chnic was 
conducted by Dale F. Schwegel, founder of 
the Ultimate Disc Golf Show and a member 
of the sport’s touring pro circuit. He provid- 
ed a comprehensive background of the 
game, its physical merits and likened its 
pros to golf professional Tiger Woods. He 
noted that there are several high dollar tour- 
naments that take place each year in 
Florida, which currently has four permanent 
courses. 

Coaching the players as they made 
their way around the course, Schwegel 
demonstrated the basic techniques of the 
game and the skills needed to manipulate 
the discs. The players were in awe as they 
watched him propel his disc straight down 
the fairway for over 100 yards and then at 
the last minute, it would make a sharp hook 
and land next to the basket hidden behind a 
clump of bushes. 

By the conclusion of the game the play- 
ers were making considerable progress. 
Some members of the group also indicated 
they looked forward to a rematch in the 
future. 
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Seminole Recreation Dept. Hosts 
Co-Ed Volleyball Game Poolside 

BY FELIX DOBOSZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Seminole 
Recreation Dept, hosted an informal, poolside, 
co-ed volleyball game for Tribal citizens and 
employees at the Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 
on April 19. 

A couple dozen people participated in this 
fun-filled, yet competitive family event. The 
teams played the relaxed version beach volley- 
ball on a sand-filled court with no markings for 
foul lines, though team members seemed to 
intuitively know what was in play. 

Event host Richard Osceola of Seminole 
Recreation kept everything organized and the 
games moving along, taking time outs for peo- 
ple to cool off in the lagoon- style Hard Rock 
pool. 



Felix DoBosz 

Joel Puente, 10, and brother, Jose Puente Jr., 
3, spend the day in the pool while parents 
Maggie and Jose Sr. played volleyball. 



The competitors smack the Wilson around. 



The participants enjoy their volleyball game. 



Below The Rim displays their championship trophy and medals. (Back Row, L-R) Sarah Kelton, Yahjaira 
Vasquez, Rebecca Lyttle, Whitney Osceola, Ariah Osceola and Kaley Howard, (Front Row, L-R) Hali Garcia and 
Tara Whitaker. 


Below the Rim Team Takes First at AAU 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

ORLANDO — The Amateur Athletic Union 
(AAU) held its 2008 Super Regional Spring Fling II 
Girl’s Basketball Tournament the weekend of May 9-11 
at Disney’s Wide World of Sports Complex. There were 
130 teams competing from places including Florida, 
Georgia, and as far away as Canada and Missouri, in 
age divisions ranging from 10-19. 

With the same goal in mind, all the teams were 
yearning to be one of the top two teams in their age 
division to secure their chance to go on and play at the 
AAU National Championship. Although two Seminole 
teams went on to compete at the AAU Spring Fling II, 
only one of the teams made it all the way and secured a 
spot in the AAU National Championship, the 14 and 


younger girls team Below the Rim. 

The Lady Seminoles and Below the Rim attended 
and played against various teams in this three-day com- 
petition. While the Lady Seminoles were able to play a 
few of the early games they were unable to make it to 
the finals. 

The Below the Rim team, coached by Marl 
Osceola and Carlos Adamson, played a total of five 
games. The first game was against the Brevard Lady 
Lakers. The game was scheduled late in evening of the 
May 9 line-up, but that did not stop them from succeed- 
ing, winning the game, 48-7. 

The second game was against the Albany 
HotShots, which Below the Rim won 54-50. With two 
wins under their belts, they were well on their way to 
capturing the title as they began day 3 of competition 
with three games scheduled. 

They won their first morning 
game against the Florida Wildcats, 44- 
26, and assured themselves a place in 
the finals. The next game, against 
Green Wave, was very close. 
However, Below the Rim emerged 
victorious, 43-40. At the beginning of 
the last game, fatigue started to set in. 
Friends and family in the stands shout- 
ed encouraging words for the girls to 
finish what they came to do. 

The won the last and final game, 
held in the early afternoon hours of 
May 11, against FGB Blue, 68-48. 
Each player walked away with a 
medal and the team received a trophy. 
They also secured themselves a spot to 
compete in the AAU National 
Championships. 

The girls on the Below the Rim 
team win nearly every tournament 
they attend. They recently attended the 
2008 Texas Spring Showcase and 
walked away as champions, as well as 
the Youth Basketball of America tour- 
nament held in Altamonte Springs, 
Fla. 



Meaghan Osceola, of the Lady Seminoles, looks for open team mem- 
bers to pass the ball to. 



With his shirt tail flying in the wind, covered in clay 
and the lining in his hat askew, Josh Johns shouts 
“I’m okay! What a ride!” to his mother and the rodeo 
fans. 



Josh Johns fights a winning battle to free his hand in 
the Junior Bareback event. 


EIRA Celebrates Cinco de Mayo 


BY JU DY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — Rodeo fans enjoyed an action 
packed evening when the Eastern Indian Rodeo 
Association (EIRA) visited Immokalee for a Cinco de 
Mayo celebration on May 2. 

The Junior Rodeo got underway at 5 p.m. with a 
roster of approximately 25 young cowboys and cow- 
girls competing in the nine scheduled events. 

The Sanctioned Events followed as Josh Johns 
brought the fans jumping out of their seats in the Junior 
Bareback Bronc Riding. 

Exiting the chute in per- 
fect form for this first event of 
the evening, Johns was off to a 
fantastic start. But within a 
matter of seconds the tables 
turned and he was in some 
trouble. While the bronc 
bucked, twisted and turned, 
his hand entangled in the rig- 
ging and he slid under the 
mount. Pickup riders and 
comrades rushed to his aid 
just as he broke free. 

Staggering from the arena 
with a grin, he shouted to his 
mother, “I’m okay! What a 
ride!” 

The night continued with 
competitor Robbie Chalfant 
making a 4.4 second run in 
Steer Wrestling, and Leanna 
Billie’s 3.8 second catch in 
Breakaway Roping. 


Preston Williams and Ed Holyan were tied with 
14.3 seconds in the Tie Down Calf Roping event, only 
to be beat out by Naha Jumper with a 14 flat. Happy 
Jumper nearly stole the show with an 1 1.8, but his horse 
cost him 10 seconds by breaking the barrier. 

Billy Joe Johns scored a 7.2 in the Legend’s 
Division Breakaway Roping event. Tess Ducheneaux 
took first place in the Barrels by a slim 0.2 second run, 
pushing Boogie Jumper and Mackenzie Bowers into the 
second and third slots, respectively. 

With six contestants in Bull Riding, the bulls were 
getting all the good scores until they met up with Casey 
McDonald who worked hard for his 76 points. 
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Zoey Puente (C), of the Lil Hustlers, drives the ball down the court. 


Howard Tiger Memorial 
Tourney Celebrates 39 Years 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The 39th Annual 
Howard Tiger Memorial Basketball 
Tournament took place at the Hollywood 
Gym, May 1-3. Die tournament included 
divisions for participants of all ages and the 
three-day event brought out Tribal citizens 
from near and far. 


The Wildcats and Big Cypress Recreation 
team begin their game. 


The tournament kicked off with a 
three-part competition on the evening of 
May 1 for the Legends Division. It included 
a free-throw competition, three-point con- 
test and a skills challenge with winners in 
each category taking home a commemora- 
tive jacket. Leslie Osceola and Jeremiah 
Hall won the free-throw competition, and 
also won in the skills challenge, along with 
Donna Turtle and Travis Osceola. Leslie 
Osceola, Donna Turtle, Esther Gopher, 
Travis Osceola, Jeremiah Hall and Nathan 
Doctor took top honors in the three-point 
contest. 

On day 2 of the tournament, the 17 and 
younger Brighton boy’s team made the two 
hour trip to Hollywood to compete against 
the home team. The Brighton team went on 
to win best out of three games against 
Hollywood. 

The co-ed 9 and younger team from 
Big Cypress took on the Hollywood team. 
The Lil Hustlers from Hollywood stood up 
to their name and won the game with a 
score of 16-4. Each player on the team 
received a medal to commemorate their 
win. 

The Adult Division men’s and women’s 
games took place on the afternoon of May 
3. The two men’s teams played best out of 
three games with the Wildcats triumphing 
against Big Cypress Recreation. The three 
women’s teams placed as follows: 1. 
Hollywood, 2. Outlaw Women, 3. Lady 
Swoosh. Members of the winning teams 
received jackets, sweatshirts, T-shirts and 
trophies. 


Seniors Compete in 7th Annual Pool Tourney 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Big Cypress 
Department of Elder Affairs sponsored the 
7th Annual Big Cypress Seniors Pool 
Tournament on April 17 at the Senior 
Center. 

Beginning promptly at 11 a.m., the 
competition was strenuous throughout the 
morning and afternoon with players break- 
ing only briefly for lunch. 

ESPN Rodeo, Eastern Indian Rodeo 
and country music kept the participants 
entertained on the large screen television as 
they waited their turns at the tables. A sur- 
prise a capella performance by Ishmeal 
Seymour, who serenaded the ladies in the 
nearby ceramic studio, drifted into the main 
hall and added to the high spirits of the con- 
tenders. 

Dropping by during the lunch break, 
Big Cypress Council Rep. David Cypress 
said: “You know how much I love this game 
and I am just itching to get a cue in my 
hands. Unfortunately, I have places to go 
and people to see. Besides, I wouldn’t want 
any of you pros to show me up in front of 
my fans.” 

Seven teams competed in the Men’s 
Singles and the winners were first through 
fourth, respectively: Rudy Osceola, Joe B. 
Osceola, Keeno King and David Jumper. 
Annie Jumper, Louise Billie, Ruby Osceola 


and Louise Osceola, respectively, won the 
laurels in the nine teams that competed in 
the Women’s Singles. 


The Scotch Doubles championship 
went to Teresa Jumper/Jonah Cypress and 
Betty Osceola/Joe B. Osceola. 




Judy Weeks 

The 7th Annual BC Seniors Pool Tournament top players (L-R) Annie Jumper, Louise 
Billie, Betty Osceola, Joe Benjamin Osceola, Teresa Jumper, Rudy Osceola, Ruby Osceola 
and Jonah Cypress. 



Judy Weeks 

Louise Billie contemplates her next move at the bil- 
liards table. 



Judy Weeks 

First place winner in the Men’s Singles, Rudy Osceola, points to the pocket 
before taking his winning shot. 
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Tribal Citizens Play In Annual 
Cindy Osceola Bowling Tournament 

BY FELI X D0B0SZ 
Staff Reporter 

DAVIE, Fla. — For the fourth year in a row, Tribal 
citizens played in the annual Cindy Osceola Memorial 
Bowling Tournament, held April 10-11 at Sparez bowl- 
ing alley. Tournament play included a Regular, 3-6-9 
and No Tap games, and a most strikes contest, which 
Mary Jo Micco, Kyle Doney and Joe Billie won. 

Score keeper Robin Osceola stayed busy gathering 
results from all the competitors, including Virginia 
Billie, Raymond Garza Jr., Eugene Bowers, Jimmy 
Osceola and Donna Turtle. Turtle herself kept busy 
between her turns as she kept a watchful eye on grand- 
son Anthony “Chum Chum” Osceola, 8 months. 

The tournament was a fun-filled family affair in 
remembrance of Cindy Osceola. 

Results were: Adult Division: Regular: 1. Patricia 
Wilcox and Big Leon Wilcox, 392, 2. Margaret Wilcox 
and Remus Griffin, 379, 3. Ashley Wilcox and Antillis 
Stockton, 376, 4. Marilyn and Kyle Doney, 352, Renee 
and Little Leon Wilcox, 340; 3-6-9: 1. Patricia Wilcox 
and Remus Griffin, 486, 2. Monica Cypress and Kenny, 

459, 3. Margaret Wilcox and Kyle Doney, 415, Leslie 
Osceola and Rufus Tiger, 413, 4. Ashley Wilcox and 
Jerome Davis, 408; Not Tap: 1. Mary Jo Micco and 
Remus Griffin, 498, 2. Ashley Wilcox and Little Leon 
Wilcox, 490, 3. Monica Cypress and Rufus Tiger, 479, 

4. Leslie Osceola and Danny, 425, 5. Margaret Wilcox 
and Big Leon Wilcox, 407. 

Senior Division: Women: 1. Cornelia Osceola, 

508, 2. Mary Gay Osceola, 474, 3. Maydell Osceola, 

430, 4. Bobbie Billie, 426, 5. Louise Billie, 338, 6. 

Ruby Osceola, 380; Men: 1. Eugene Bowers, 572, 

Moses Osceola, 558, 3. Don Osceola, 442, 4. Joe Billie, 

434. 



Felix DoBosz 

Eugene Bowers sizes up the pins. 



Felix DoBosz 

Virginia Billie and Raymond Garza Jr. await the start of 
4th Annual Cindy Osceola Memorial Tournament. 



Felix DoBosz 

Jimmy Osceola Sr. waits to take his turn. 



Felix DoBosz 

Donna Turtle holds grandson Anthony “Chum Chum” 
Osceola, 8 months. 
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Seminole Ladies Recognized 
for Basketball Excellence 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Ariah Osceola, Whitney 
Osceola and Demetria Tigertail practice everyday and 
sometimes twice a day. And it shows. Competing with 
their Hollywood Christian Varsity Basketball team- 
mates, they win nearly all the games they play. 

These three Seminole ladies are dedicated to their 
sport, and along the way, have become recognized for 
their commitments and hard work. Ariah Osceola was 
recently recognized as a part of the All-Broward 
District Girls, and Demetria Tigertail received an hon- 
orable mention, among other accomplishments. 

Despite all of these accolades, the young athletes 
remain humble. 

“If I am recognized then I am, but if not, I play to 
make my game better,” Whitney Osceola said. 

Ariah Osceola said her brothers and sisters look up 
to her and come to her for advice and that makes her 
play harder and never give up. She gets inspiration from 
her parents as they are her support system and are 
always behind her every step of the way. 

With goals to play college ball, and eventually go 
on to play professionally, Ariah Osceola said she wants 
to be involved with basketball for many years to come. 
She said she would like to make a name for herself on 
her own merit, instead of attending a school that already 
has a strong basketball reputation. 

“I am unsure of where I will go to college, but if I 
choose a school that is close to here then maybe I can 
make it good,” Ariah Osceola said. 

Whitney Osceola echoed her teammate’s senti- 
ments saying she wants to shine in her own light instead 
of someone else’s. She said she knows the importance 
of staying in school and receiving an education, some- 
thing she stresses to her peers, so that she can continue 
on her path to succeed in basketball. 



Whitney Osceola (C) dribbles the ball up and down 
the court. 


“I want to be the best and that inspires me to go far 
and work hard,” she said. “If someone is ahead of me in 
the game I will work 110 percent harder to get ahead of 
them.” 

Demetria Tigertail said she loves the competition 
and being on the court. She would love to play college 
ball, if given the opportunity, but admits she will play 
regardless. Tigertail, however, said she is an advocate 
of staying in school and getting an education. 

“Today, you need an education to do anything,” she 
said. “We need an education in order to come back and 
run the Tribe.” 



Demetria Tigertail goes for the shot. 



Ariah Osceola practices on the court. 


Basketball Showdown Pits Board 
Staff Against School Staff 

Board Emerges Victorious Over Ahfachkee, 42-39 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The staff of the Ahfachkee 
School took on Big Cypress Board Rep. Cicero 
Osceola’s office staff in the U-Can — or United 
Community Acts Now — Basketball Showdown. The 
game coincided with Alcohol Awareness Month, and 
took place in the BC Gym on April 17. 

The stands were filled to capacity as the entire stu- 
dent body from the Ahfachkee School and many local 
citizens crowded into the gym. 

The first half proved to he uneventful with the 
Ahfachkee Team leading on their home court most of 
the way until the last few minutes, when the Board 
pulled ahead. Leaving the court at half time, the Board 
led Ahfachkee, 19-17. 

During half time Big Cypress Board Rep. Cicero 
Osceola talked with the youngsters about the signifi- 
cance of Alcohol Awareness Week and congratulated 
them on the amazing job they had done on their posters 
for the week’s poster contest. 

President Richard Bowers Jr. thanked the group for 
giving him a chance to play with the future of the 
Seminole Tribe. 


“Sports like we are playing today promote a 
healthy lifestyle and I want you to know that we are 
behind you all the way and you have a bright future 
ahead of you,” he said. “I want to congratulate the 
teachers on the fine job they are doing as they help to 
shape that future.” 

Following half time, the game heated up immedi- 
ately. Within the first two minutes Ahfachkee took back 
the court with the Board trailing by one point. From 
then on it was touch and go with the teams scoring point 
for point. President Bowers intercepted a pass from 
Dean Troadec to D.J. Tille, only to have it taken away 
in a flying leap by Bello Solano. 

By the end of the third quarter, Ahfachkee was 
ahead by one as the score continued to see-saw hack 
and forth on the board. 

With only a minute left, Wilson Bowers handed off 
to Lenny Jim who shot and scored. Danielle Frye 
passed to Coach Cleckler, who evened up the score. A 
free throw by Wilson Bowers gave the advantage to the 
Board. Ahfachkee took back the ball, but Tia Osborne 
made a decisive defense putting the ball back into the 
Board’s hands to help deliver the final score of 42-39, 
favoring the Board. 



The Board Team shows off their trophy after winning the U-Can Basketball Showdown, 42-39. 



NBA legend Scotty Pippen and Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. (C) enjoy talking with the kids 
at the Seminole Gym. 

NBA Champ Hosts Basketball Clinic at Gym 



BY FELIX DOBOSZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — On May 12 the Seminole Gym 
hosted six-time NBA world champion Scotty Pippen, 
former teammate of Michael Jordan, who played with 
the Chicago Bulls in the 1990s. Pippen ran a three 
hour basketball clinic for about a dozen lucky Tribal 
youngsters. 

Pippen addressed the gathering, saying “it’s an 
honor and privilege to he here on the Hollywood 
Reservation.” 

“We are going to teach the kids some drills to 
do, ball handling, shooting the basketball off-course, 
being able to get around the basketball court, learn- 
ing some techniques and having fun doing it,” he 
added. 

Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. 
Osceola Jr.’s daughter and three of Pippen’s children 
all attend Pine Crest School, and during one of the 
school’s fundraisers, Osceola saw an opportunity to 
help both Pine Crest and the Tribe’s up-and-coming 
basketball players. One of the items up for bid was a 
three-hour basketball clinic with Pippen, which 
Osceola bid on, and won; something he said was 
worth every penny. 

“He is a legend, a six-time world champion and 
two-time Olympic gold medal winner,” said Rep. 
Osceola. “What better person to teach our kids some 
great skills about the game of basketball and also 
how to live a substance abuse free life [than 
Pippen.]” 

Pippen is still involved with basketball, hut to a 


limited capacity, saying he’s been enjoying his time 
with his young family and hopes to get back to the 
game by next year. 

“I’ve had a great career,” he said. “I’ve enjoyed it, 
but it’s over, and whatever happens after that I’ll enjoy 
just as much.” 


Scotty Pippen shares his knowledge of the game with 
several lucky Tribal youngsters. 



Teen Center 


The Boys & Girls Club Teen Center began full 
operation on Thursday, March 13 

The Teen Center will offer regularly scheduled Teen 
Empowerment Classes, indoor & outdoor activities, 
field trips and other teen-related activities 

Hours of Operation 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday: 4-8 p.m. 
Wednesday, Friday: 4-6 p.m. 


For more information please call 
the Boys & Girls Club at 
(954) 964-5947 




Pemayetv Emahakv Students Bring Home Ribbons from Track Meet 






Physical Education teacher Chris Goodwin 
was on hand to assist during the games, as well as 
coordinate the track and field games with the assis- 
tance of fellow Physical Education Teacher Pam 
Matthews. 

“This was the first year our school entered this 
national competition and the kids were really excit- 
ed about it,” Goodwin said. “That enthusiasm fil- 
tered over to the teachers and the parents so it was 
a great day.” 

Local track meets take place in each state as 
well as each Canadian province. After winning the 
local and state competitions, approximately 550 
youth, ages 9-14, go on to compete at the North 
American Finals, held in Hershey, Penn, July 31- 
Aug. 3. 

Brighton’s younger students were allowed to 
participate in the meet, though only those in the 9- 
14 year age range were allowed to advance to the 
Okeechobee District Games, held on May 9. 

The races during the meet included: a 50 meter, 

100 meter, 200 meter, and four rounds of 100-meter 
relay races. There are also broad jump and softball 
throw competitions. PE Teacher Pam Matthews 
said the students practiced in each event for three 
weeks in preparation for the meet, and then signed 
up to compete in their favorite one. 

“I like that the youth had a goal and before the 
official race day they worked hard to better them- 
selves and improve their own individual times and 
distance,” she said. 

After the day’s races, an awards ceremony took 
place at 2:30 p.m. Of the 149 students participating 
in the games, 40 of the youth, ages 9-14, received 
first and second place ribbons entitling them to con- 
tinue to the next level of competition in Okeechobee. 

On May 9, the first and second place winners compet- 
ed in Okeechobee. They brought home 13 first place rib- 
bons and four second place ribbons. These winners will 
now proceed to the regional games, held in West Palm 
Beach on June 7. Winners of this track meet then proceed to 
the State Finals in Miami on June 21. 

“I am very proud of our students for their efforts and 
their sportsmanship,” said school Principal Russ Brown. 
“These children competed very well, had lots of fun, and 
were very impressive with their performances. Students and 
families were encouraging each other, as well as sharing in 
each other’s celebrations.” 

The following are the 
winners of the Okeechobee 
District Race who will be 
competing in the West Palm 
Beach regional games: Ages 
9-10: Boys 4 x 100 relay: 
Trevor Thomas, Zeke 
Matthews, Demetrius Clark, 
Zach Hudson; Girls 4 x 100 
relay: Tamea Allen, Lahna 
Sedatol, Lanie Sedatol, 
Odessa King; Boys softball 
throw: Thomas Bearden, 
first place, Josh Madrigal, 
second place; Girls softball 
throw: Chastity Harmon; 
Girls 50 meter: Tamea Allen; 
Girls 100 meter: Lahna 
Sedatol; Girls 200 meter: 
Odessa King; Boys 400 
meter: Trevor Thomas; Ages 
11-12: Boys 400 meter: Kel- 
ton Smedley; Girls softball 
throw: Korvette Billie. 


Susan Etxebarria 

Alyke Baker puts his whole body into making a softball 




Susan Etxebarria 

Delaney Osceola’s first place softball throw. 


BY SUS AN ETXEBARRIA 
Freelance Reporter 

BRIGHTON — On April 23 Brighton’s recreation 
field was packed with Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School 
students, their teachers and parents. Youngsters were eager 
to compete in the school’s first round of the Hershey’s Track 
and Field Games after weeks of practice in physical educa- 
tion classes. 

The games were created more than 30 years ago with 
the goal of promoting “youth physical fitness and providing 
fun learning experiences for children 9- to 14-years-old,” 
according to the Hershey’s Track and Field Games website, 
www.hersheystrackandfield.com. 


Susan Etxebarria 

Daniel Nunez makes a final push for the finish line during 
the race. 


Conner Thomas (R) performs a broad jump. 


Susan Etxebarria 

Korvette Billie throws the softball and comes in 
second place. She, however, went on to compete 
in Okeechobee, where she won first place in the 
district competition. 


(L-R) Redheart Billie, Tucker Johns, Robert Harris, Blake Baker and Tyler Howard line up for the race. 


Susan Etxebarria 

The students display the ribbons they won in the softball throw. 
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Felix DoBosz Pel'* »®Bosz 

Matthew Osceola Jr. performs his routine. Tyson Osceola’s routine included the use of a staff. 


Seminole Students Compete 
in Kung Fu Tournament 



Felix DoBosz 


Matthew Osceola Jr. (R) won first place in the tournament’s spar- 
ring competition. 


BY FELIX DOBOSZ 
Staff Reporter 

PEMBROKE PINES, Fla. — More 
than 20 Tribal citizens competed in Nee’s 
Kung-Fu School tournament, held at the 
school on April 12. 

The Tribal youngsters demonstrated 
some martial arts techniques for their par- 
ents and invited guests in the audience as 
well as Master Situ Nee, who runs the 
school. He said the Seminole kids are eager 
to learn and love to exhibit their skills. 

During the tournament, the youngsters 
sparred with protective gear as they show- 
cased action-packed routines complete with 
a staff and other weaponry. Matthew Osce- 
ola Jr., son of Tasha Osceola, earned a gold 
medal for his sparring performance. 

Other Tribal youth, ages 6 and younger, 
interested in learning martial arts can take 
Little Dragon classes on the Hollywood 
Reservation in the trailer next to the Boys & 

Girls Club. There are also Level 1 Leadership classes 
for the older children. Adult self-defense courses are 
also provided to Tribal citizens, free of charge, five 
days a week. 


Tasha Osceola has taken the class for the past year. 
She said they have helped her in many ways. 

“It’s a great way to get in shape, learn self-disci- 
pline, and prepare yourself mentally,” she said. “But 
you have to really push yourself.” 



Tournament competitors (Front Row, L-R) Chandler DeMayo, Clarice DeMayo, Theron Osceola, Kylie Drake, 
Kaiya Drake, Matthew Osceola Jr., Sheldon Osceola, Brendan Latchford, (Back Row, L-R) Tyson Osceola, 
Cameron Osceola, Bradley Latchford and Brady Latchford 



Felix DoBosz 

Cameron Osceola performs her staff routine. 


Felix DoBosz 

(L-R) Sheldon Osceola and Brendan Latchford compete in the 
sparring event. 



Vehicles 


Vehicles for Sale 5/30/2000 
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Youth Observe Alcohol Awareness Month 

SUBMITTED BY VALERIE MflRONE 
Contributing Writer 

BRIGHTON — The National Council 
on Alcoholism and Drug Dependence start- 
ed Alcohol Awareness Month in 1987. It 
began as a means to teach the public about 
the deadly disease of alcoholism, a message 
today’s youth need in order to help them 
make positive, healthy choices for their 
lives. 

The theme of this year’s Alcohol 
Awareness Month was “Saving Lives: Pre- 
vent and Reduce Underage Drinking!” To 
commemorate this, the Brighton Family 
Services/Prevention Dept, and Recreation 
Departments partnered to sponsor two 
events, a talent show and poster contest, 
during the month of April. 

The talent show took place on April 17 
at the Brighton Field Office Auditorium. 

The 2008 Brighton Seminole Princess Jary- 
aca Baker and Valerie Marone of the 
Brighton Family Services/Prevention Dept, 
co-emceed the event. At the show, 2008 
Brighton Jr. Miss Rumor Juarez joined 
Baker in sharing why they choose to be 
alcohol and drug-free. 

Richard Harris, Andrew Fish, Robert 
Harris, Cheyenne Fish, Crysten Smith, 



Jayce Smith, Caillou Smith, 
Chastity Harmon, Tyra Baker, 
Harley Johns, Trewston Pierce, 
Royce Osceola all took top honors 
in the talent show. 

A Say No to Alcohol/Drugs 
poster contest rounded out the 
Alcohol Awareness Month activi- 
ties. The contest took place on 
April 30, with the winners 
announced at the grand opening of 
the S.W.A.M.P. on May 8. 
S.W.A.M.P. stands for “Seminoles 
Without Addictions Make 
Progress” and is a new program 
that will take place at the Brighton 
Gym on Thursday evenings from 
7-9 p.m. The program will focus 
on promoting a drug-free message 
to Tribal youth and community 
members. 

Winners of the poster contest 
were: Sunni Bearden, Rayven 
Smith, Madisyn Osceola, Tienna 
Michelle Osceola, Rocky Garcia, 
Tyra Baker, Crysten Smith, Jayce 
Smith, Jaryaca Baker, Drayton 
Billie, Timothy Beardon, Jacee 
Jumper and Burgundy Pierce. 
They will have their artwork print- 
ed in a calendar that will be dis- 
Rumor Juarez, 2008 Brighton Jr. Miss, sings a hymn in Creek. tributed to the Brighton communi- 

ty in the coming months. 



Community Attends Health, Wellness Fair 

BY CHRIS JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Tribal citizens, 
students, and faculty were on hand for the 
annual Health and Wellness Fair, held at 
the Big Cypress Gymnasium on May 13. 

This year’s theme was “A Celebration of 
Health.” 

Representatives from about 20 Tribal 
and local organizations set up booths to 
distribute health-related information to 
attendees. 

Tribal Assistant Environmental 
Health Manager Carter Elbon said stay- 
ing closely tied to the residents and com- 
munity members continues to be a major 
part of his program’s goals. 

“We are always available and will be 
there to help them improve their lives and 
lifestyles,” Elbon said. 

Antonio Rafalsky, of the Hendry 
County Health Department, said educat- 
ing those students in attendance about 
Sexually Transmitted Diseases, HIV and 
AIDS, was very beneficial. Rafalsky said 
Hendry County ranks second in the state 
of Florida in teen pregnancy. 

Tribal citizen and BC resident Eileen 
Waggerby said she learned a lot about 
sexual education and nutrition and was 
glad she attended the event. 

“I definitely benefited from it 
because I have two teens,” Waggerby 
said. “I’ve learned how to communicate Eagle Billie gets his hearing tested at the HEARx healthcare booth, 
better with my children from this event.” 




Chris Jenkins 

Jon Billie gets a demonstration of the Seminole Fire Rescue Department’s equipment. 



The Healthy Senior 


By Fred Cicetti 

[Editor’s Note: Fred Cicetti is a syndicated 
columnist who writes about issues concerning senior 
citizens’ health. The opinions he expresses are his 
own. If you would like to ask a question, please write 
fred@healthygeezer.com. All Rights Reserved ©2008 
by Fred Cicetti.] 

Q: Aneurysms are pretty scary things. Do they 
have any symptoms? 

A: Aneurysms are artery bulges. And, yes, they 
are scary because, if they burst, they are lethal. Many 
victims of a ruptured aneurysm die before they get to 
a hospital. 

The type and location of the aneurysm will deter- 
mine the symptoms. 

Chest aortic aneurysms, which occur in the large 
blood vessel (aorta) that carries blood from the heart 
to other parts of the body, may cause shortness of 
breath, a raspy voice, backache, or shoulder pain. 

Abdominal aortic aneurysms may cause pain or 
tenderness below your stomach, make you less hun- 
gry, or give you an upset stomach. 

Cerebral aneurysms may produce headaches, 
pain in your neck and face, or trouble seeing and talk- 
ing. 

Ventricular aneurysms in the heart’s main pump- 
ing chamber (the left ventricle) may cause shortness 
of breath, chest pain, or an irregular heart beat. 

Fortunately, aneurysms can be detected by a 
physical examination, x-ray, ultrasound and modem 
imaging systems such as a CAT scan or an MRI. 

The size and location of the aneurysm determines 
the treatment method. For example, aneurysms in the 
upper chest are usually operated on immediately. 
Aneurysms in the lower chest and the area below your 
stomach are watched at first. If they grow too large or 


cause symptoms, 
surgery may he required. 

The standard treatment for 
aneurysm once it meets the indications for surgery is 
replacement of that weakened portion of the aorta 
with an artificial graft. Usually, a graft made from 
Dacron, a material that will not wear out, is used. 

In recent years, a treatment has been developed 
to repair an aneurysm using less-invasive surgery. In 
the procedure, a stent-graft made of a polyester tube 
inside a metal cylinder is inserted into the blood- 
stream at the end of a catheter. The stent-graft is posi- 
tioned to carry the blood flow instead of the 
aneurysm. 

The following increase the risk of getting an 
aneurysm: being older than 60, plaque in the arteries 
(atherosclerosis), high blood pressure, smoking, 
injuries or infections of the blood vessels, a congeni- 
tal abnormality, and inherited diseases. 

Most aneurysms are caused by a breakdown in 
the proteins that provide the structural strength to the 
wall of the aorta. These proteins can gradually deteri- 
orate with age. But inflammation that is associated 
with atherosclerosis can accelerate this process. There 
are also naturally occurring enzymes that cause the 
breakdown of the proteins. An excess of these 
enzymes or other conditions that activate these 
enzymes may also contribute to the formation of an 
aneurysm, or its sudden growth. In rare cases an 
aneurysm may be caused by infection. 

The combination of early diagnosis with safer, 
simpler, and ever more successful treatments can pre- 
vent needless deaths due to ruptured aneurysms. If 
you think you or one of your family members might 
have an aortic aneurysm, see a doctor without delay. 


Dear Health Educator, 

I am a 60-year-old senior living on a reservation. 
On a recent trip to the Clinic, the doctor told me that 
since I had chicken pox as a child I needed to be aware 
of a skin rash called shingles. I always thought shingles 
were what they put on the roof. 

Can you please tell me more about shingles and 
what I can do to take care of it? 

Sincerely, 

One Scratchy Senior 
Dear One Scratchy Senior, 

Shingles is a skin rash caused by the varicella 
zoster virus, or VZV, the same virus that causes chick- 
en pox. Shingles is sometimes also called herpes zoster, 
but is not caused by the same virus that causes genital 
herpes. 

The rash caused by shingles usually starts on one 
side of the body in the form of blisters that will scab 
within a few days. Symptoms that a rash may be devel- 
oping include: pain, itching, tingling, fever, headache, 
chills and upset stomach. 

Anyone who has had chicken pox is at risk for 
shingles, including children. Shingles is common, with 
an estimated one million cases reported each year. 
However, it is most commonly seen in people older 
than 50. People with weakened immune systems are 
also at a greater risk for getting shingles. 


The column is submitted to The Seminole Tribune 
by members of the Seminole Tribe of Florida’s Allied 
Health Department staff of nutritionist and health edu- 
cators. We welcome all questions and provide one on 
one counseling as well a group lessons on a variety of 
health topics. 

To schedule a consult with your reservation’s 
health educator, contact: Health Education Coordinator 
Brenda Bordogna, Barbara Boling, Brighton Clinic, Mar- 
jorie Meredith, Big Cypress Clinic, Tina Mennella, Holly- 
wood Clinic and Charlotte Porcaro, immokalee Clinic. 


Shingles cannot be spread from person to person 
contact. However, VZV, the virus that causes chicken 
pox, can be spread from someone with a shingles out- 
break to someone who has never had chicken pox. The 
person who comes in contact with the blisters will 
develop chicken pox, not shingles. Though the risk is 
low, the best way to prevent spreading the virus is to 
keep the rash covered, do not scratch the rash and wash 
your hands often. 

There are medications to treat shingles. The med- 
ications should be taken as soon as the rash develops. In 
severe cases of shingles, a painful condition affecting 
the nerves called postherpetic neuralgia can occur as 
well. The pain of postherpectic neuralgia can continue 
long after the shingles rash has cleared up. Sometimes 
pain medications are also given for a shingles infection 
as shingles and the complications of it can be extreme- 
ly painful for some people. 

Please visit your clinic if you develop a rash or 
experience any of the above mentioned symptoms. If 
you would like more information on shingles, stop in 
for a visit at your reservation’s chnic to meet with the 
health educator. 

Sincerely, 

Your Health Educator 


The Seminole Health Department nutritionists 
offer a variety of programs and services. Community 
education (at Senior Centers, schools, reservation 
events and other programs) and patient counseling at 
the clinics are the primary focuses. 

If you have questions and would like to visit a 
nutritionist, call them at the following locations: 

Hollywood, Toma Hunter 
(954) 965-1300, Ext.10311 
Brighton, Beth Morlang 
(863) 983-0271, Ext. 15344 
Immokalee, Charlotte Porcaro 
(239) 867-3408 

Big Cypress, Suzanne Fundingsland 
(863) 983-5798, Ext. 12318 


More Environmentally Friendly: 
Hand-Wash or Dishwasher? 


SUBMITTED BY PATRICK PECK 
REHS/RS, Environmental Health Program Manager 

[Editor ’s Note: This is a re-print of a column from 
E/The Environmental Magazine edited by Patrick Peck 
of the Tribal Environmental Health Program. To see the 
complete column, please see www.emagazine.com/ 
view/? 3881 &src.[ 

Q: Is it more environmentally friendly to hand- 
wash dishes or use a dishwasher? 

A: As we become more and more aware of the 
importance of proper dishwashing in curtailing the 
spread of diseases as well as the importance of water 
and energy conservation, we ask the important ques- 
tion: which is more effective for cleaning the dishware 
and which is cleaner for the environment — manual or 
automated dishwashing? 

Dishwashers are the way to go if for those who 
comply with two simple criteria. “Rim a dishwasher 
only when it’s full, and don’t rinse your dishes before 
putting them in the dishwasher,” advises John Morril of 
the American Council for an Energy-Efficient Econo- 
my, who also advises not using the dry cycle. The water 
used in most dishwashers is hot enough, he says, to 
evaporate quickly if the door is left open after the wash 
and rinse cycles are complete. 

Scientists at the University of Bonn in Germany 
who studied the issue found that the dishwasher uses 
only half the energy, one-sixth of the water, and less 
soap than hand-washing an identical set of dirty dishes. 
Even the most sparing and careful washers could not 
beat the modem dishwasher. The study also found dish- 
washers excelled in cleanliness versus hand washing. 


Most dishwashers manufactured since 1994 use 
seven to 10 gallons of water per cycle, while older 
machines use eight to 15 gallons. Newer designs have 
also improved dishwasher efficiency immensely. Hot 
water can now be heated in the dishwasher itself, not in 
the household hot water heater, where heat gets lost in 
transit. Dishwashers also heat only as much water as 
needed. A standard 24-inch-wide household dishwash- 
er is designed to hold eight place settings, but some 
newer models will wash the same amount of dishes 
inside an 18-inch frame, using less water in the process. 

For those with an older, less-efficient machine, the 
American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy 
recommends hand washing for the smaller jobs and 
saving the dishwasher for the dinner party’s aftermath. 

New dishwashers that meet strict energy and 
water-saving efficiency standards can qualify for an 
Energy Star label from the U.S. Environmental Protec- 
tion Agency (EPA). Besides being more efficient and 
getting the dishes cleaner, qualifying newer models will 
save the average household about $25 per year in ener- 
gy costs. 

Like Morril, the EPA recommends always running 
the dishwasher with a full load and avoiding the ineffi- 
cient heat-dry, rinse-hold and pre-rinse features found 
on many recent models. Most of the appliance’s energy 
used goes to heat the water, and most models use just as 
much water for smaller loads as for larger ones. And 
propping the door open after the final rinse is quite ade- 
quate for drying the dishes when the washing is done. 

For further questions, please contact the Seminole 
Health Department’s Environmental Health Program at 
(954) 962-2009, Ext 10326. 














Koala Learning Centers 


954-43-SMART 

BE earner of Pimp* Blvd. And 17Bth Avenue, in Pembrahc PI rat 


Broadcasting Dept. Hosts 2nd Annual 
Youth Video Production Workshop 

Classes to be Held June 22-28 in Hollywood 

Seminole Broadcasting For further information, 
has developed a video produc- please contact Seminole Broad- 
tion workshop program to intro- casting’s Dennis Pellarin at 
duce Tribal youth to the video (954) 985-5701, Ext. 10707. 
and television production 
industry. This seven day work- 
shop, scheduled June 22-28 at 
the Broadcasting Offices in 
Flollywood, will introduce par- 
ticipants to the various aspects 
of video production. The class- 
es will be taught by Seminole 
Broadcasting staff and industry 
professionals. 


Where will your child 
be going to school 
next year?! 


Photo Submitted by Pemayetv Emahakv Staff 

(L-R) Michele Thomas, Pam Hudson, Dyami Nelson, Danielle Howard, Kayla Nelson and Larry Howard. The 
Howard family presented Pam Hudson with a Seminole skirt in recognition of her teaching accomplishments 
and Dyami made a presentation on her behalf at the Golden Apple Awards Banquet. 


Charter School Teacher Nominated for 
Golden Apple Education Award 


BY JUDY WEEKS 


Freelance Reporter 


Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School Students 
of the Week Honored 


Kindergarten 

Miss Robinson - Laila Bennett 
Mrs. Webber - Jason Sampson 


First Grade 

Mrs. Davis - Alyke Baker 
Mrs. Ringstaff - Blake Baker 


Second Grade 
Mrs. Ball - Jalynn Jones 
Mrs. Hudson - Logan Ortiz 


Third Grade 

Mrs. Clements - Courtney Gore 
Mrs. Pryor - Crysten Smith 


Fourth Grade 

Mrs. Tedders - Cheyenne Nun ez 
Mrs. Williams - Keyana Nelson 


Kindergarten: 

Miss. Robinson - Mallorie Thomas 
Mrs. Webber - Eecho Billie 


First Grade: 

Mrs. Davis - Caroline Micco 
Mrs. Ringstaff - Lance Howard 
Mrs. Hawthorne - Oscar Yates 


Second Grade: 

Mrs. Ball - Marquis Fudge 
Mrs. Hudson - Morgan King 


Third Grade: 

Mrs. Clements - Bethany Billie 
Mrs. Pryor - Jaden Puente 


Fist Grade 

Mrs. Davis - Raeley Matthews 
Mrs. Ringstaff - Jarrett Bert 


Second Grade 
Mrs. Ball - Joseph Osceola 
Mrs. Hudson - Dyami Nelson 


Third Grade 

Mrs. Clements - Lanie Sedatol 
Mrs. Pryor - Bailey Tedders 


Fourth Grade 

Mrs. Tedders - Brydgett Koontz 
Mrs. Williams - Richard Smith 


Fifth Grade 

Mrs. Finney - Jennifer Tommie 


MOORE HAVEN, Fla. — Second grade 
Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School teacher Pamela 
Hudson was nominated for the prestigious Golden 
Apple award after being named the school’s Teacher of 
the Year. 

Principal Russell Brown accompanied Hudson to 
the Awards Banquet, held April 17 at the J.J. Wiggins 
Youth Center. He said he and the staff are proud of 
Hudson, and endorsed her classroom techniques. 

“The Charter School uses an innovative blend of 
academics, technology, Seminole studies and Creek 
language as its curriculum and Pam Hudson does an 
excellent job of combining these goals in her class- 
room,” said Brown. 

One of Hudson’s students, Dyami Nelson appeared 
on her behalf at the Golden Apple Banquet and gave a 
presentation on why he felt she should be considered 
for this high honor. Although, Hudson was not selected, 
Nelson’s testimonial of his teacher exhibited how she 
touches her students. 

In recognition of her achievements, Dyami’s par- 
ents, Larry and Danielle Howard, presented Hudson 
with a Seminole skirt, which she wore to the banquet. 

Hudson is an accomplished educator, having taught 
in the public school system for 11 years before joining 
the Charter School staff. She has also won numerous 
awards including the Sallie Mae Beginning Teacher of 
the Year Award in 1996. She was also a Who’s Who 
Among American Teachers for three years. 


Photo Submitted by Pemayetv Emahakv Staff 

Glades County Superintendent of Schools Wayne 
Aldrich (L) congratulates Pamela Hudson, the 
Pemayetv Emahakv Teacher of the Year, and Golden 
Apple Award nominee. 


Student Recognized for the 
Week of March 24-27 

Kindergarten: 

Miss Robinson - Dalence Carrillo 
Mrs. Webber - Katie Beck 

First Grade: 

Mrs. Davis - Keely Billie 
Mrs. Ringstaff - Aidan Tommie 

Second Grade: 

Mrs. Hudson - Cheyenne Fish 
Third Grade: 

Mrs. Clements - Ruben Burgess 
Mrs. Pryor - Sean Osceola 

Fourth Grade: 

Mrs. Tedders - Trista Osceola 
Mrs. Williams - Rayven Smith 


Students Recognized for the 
Week of April 21-25 


Students Recognized for the 
Week of April 7-11 


Fifth Grade 

Mrs. Finney - Joshua Boromei 


Fourth Grade: 

Mrs. Tedders - Jaron Johns 
Mrs. Williams - Zach Hudson 

Fifth Grade: 

Mrs. Finney - Lindsey Sampson 


Students Recognized for the 
Week of April 28-May 2 

Kindergarten 

Miss Robinson - Tucker Johns 
Mrs. Webber - Jacee Jumper 






Spencer Jock Gives Native American Presentation 

BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — High school 
student and member of the Immokalee 
community, Spencer Jock, gave a spe- 
cial presentation on Native American 
culture to Mr. Ted Roebuck’s American 
History Class at Immokalee High 
School on April 17. 

A member of the Panther Clan, 

Spencer gave a very comprehensive 
background on the early history of his 
people and explained the matriarchal 
system of his culture and their closeness 
to the earth and all of its living crea- 
tures. 

Using his patchwork shirt as an 
example, Spencer talked about the tradi- 
tional designs and passed around a 
sweet grass basket, beadwork, wood 
carving and a rattle as samples of the 
craftsmanship for which his people are 
known. 

Having a Seminole mother and 
Mohawk father, he had invited his dad, 

Mark Jock, to join him and together they 
demonstrated the Friendship Dance and 
invited the class to participate. 

The response was so overwhelming 
that the Jocks were asked to appear 
before two other classrooms before the 
conclusion of the day. 



Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Spencer Jock gave a Native American presentation to Mr. Ted Roebuck’s history class at 
Immokalee High School, assisted by his father, Mark. 


Culture Celebrated at Ahfachkee Spring Fest 

BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Ahfachkee 
Culture Department held its Spring Festival 
on May 1 in the Culture Village. Dividing 
the students into two age groups, this year’s 
presentations allowed for a more diversi- 
fied, age-specific curriculum. 

Culture Director Jeannette Cypress 
offered opening presentations during both 
sessions and then a select group of students 
came forward to say the Pledge of Alle- 
giance in Mikasuki. 

The Culture Program led the children in 
a genealogy activity that included research- 



Judy Weeks 

Sabre Billie shells corn by hand. 


ing a family tree before assisting them in 
writing an essay about their findings. 
Danielle Cypress Frye asked those who 
wrote the best essay to come forward and 
read their work. 

During the course of the day, 12 
authors read their work to applause from the 
staff as well as their peers. These essays 
were selected because of their attention to 
detail and the essay’s content which dealt 
with recognizing the sacrifices their ances- 
tors made for them. 

The children of all ages enjoyed some 
vigorous stick ball games under the direc- 




tion of Dannie Tom- 
mie. Even the 
youngest hoys tried 
their hand at using 
the rackets and the 
girls proved to be as 
aggressive on the 
playing field as their 
male counterparts. 

The youngsters 
also enjoyed playing 
a new twist on an 
old classic, Pin the 
Tail on the Ee-chaa- 
te (Deer). A dart 
game with a Clan 
Wheel provided an 
opportunity for the 
children to display 
their skills in identi- 
fying the clans and 
properly pronounc- 
ing their names in 
Mikasuki. 

The boys and 
girls in the lower 
grades participated 
in a com shelling 
contest while they 

talked about the , . , . , . , , , , . 

spiritual aspects, growing and use of this and a J_ ked for a S rou P P hoto to be P laced m 


The boys reach for an opportunity to catch the leather ball and 
score during a vigorous game of stickball. 


valuable mainstay of Seminole heritage. 
The young ladies were deadly in the 


his office. 

Throughout 


the morning Agnes 


skillet throwing contest, while the gentle- " anaa f '" e \ Jea ” e cypress 

men challenged each other in the pole peel- P an ! el ' e F 7 e and F yelyn GiUces prepared 
ing event. Big Cypress Board Rep. Cicero lun( : h f ° r , the assembly over the fire in the 
Osceola put his hand to the draw knife and cook chickee. The youngsters enjoyed the 
held his own among the young champions, mountains of frybread and other traditional 


The young men at 
the school have been 
working on a long-term 
project to create a doc- 
umentary film about 
the construction of a 
chickee for entry in a 
national film contest. 
Beginning by traveling 
to the woods for mate- 
rials, they have careful- 
ly prepared and built 
the structure in the cul- 
ture village. Currently 
it lacks only the finish- 
ing touches along the 
ridge pole, which will 
be completed under the 
watchful eye of the 
camera. 

Rep. Osceola con- 
gratulated the young 
craftsman on the excel- 
lent job they have done 


Seminole foods. 


The Ahfachkee High School boys pose with their Culture Teacher 
Dannie Tommie under the chickee they have constructed for 
their documentary film. 


BC Commemorates National Week of the Young Child 



BY CHRI S JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Parents, teachers 
and staff celebrated the spirit, energy and 
innocence of children during the annual 
Week of the Young Child, held April 14-18. 

The Week of the Young Child is a pro- 
gram sponsored by the National Association 


for the Education of Young 
Children in an effort “to cele- 
brate children and raise aware- 
ness of their needs,” according 
to the organization’s website, 
www.naeyc.org/about/ WOYC. 
This year’s theme was “Bring 
Communities Together for 
Children - Children Bring 
Communities Together.” 

The event helps to 
focus on daily toddler 
and youth activities and 
began with a balloon 
release to kick the week 
off, followed by several 
other activities. The 
remainder of the week 
included a parent-child 
breakfast, ceramic 
painting, T-shirt decorat- 
ing and Field Day. Big 
Cypress Council Rep. 
David Cypress also sup- 


Evan Cypress snaps some shots during the breakfast. 


ported the event making an appear- , Modier ^Valdez has three children 
ance during the festivities. who Participated m the events and says she 

Parent Involvement Aide Clau- a PP reciate d *e extra time they spent togeth- 


Zechariah Stockton enjoys his breakfast. 


dia Esparza said the week was a suc- 
cess. 

“It all worked out pretty good. - , , , , 

We did it to get the parents involved said ' 1 “hey should do more activities 
with their children,” Esparza said. and events llke 11 


“I enjoyed it and thought it was a good 
idea to get all the parents involved,” Valdez 



Erlinda lley 

The students on their tour of the University of Central Florida’s Orlando campus. 


❖ Tour 

Continued from page 1 


of the buildings was : 
stated. 

Next, the group 
traveled north to FSU, 
home of the Semi- 
noles. Their first stop 
was to meet Assistant 
Vice President of 
University Relations 
Donna McHugh, who 
facilitated the campus 
tour. The group saw 
campus housing, the 
athletic center and the 
Seminole Statue, to 
name only a few 
stops. 

Bonnie Davis, a 
junior at LaBelle 
High School, said she 
has been looking at a 
few schools, includ- 
ing Florida State. She 
received information 
about different majors 
and programs offered 
at the schools, includ- 
ing what kind of 
grades potential stu- 
dents need to be 
accepted into college. 

“I took a course 
in high school about 
criminal justice, so I 
may take that up in 
school.” Davis said. 

Erlinda lley, 
higher education 


advisor, helped organize this year’s college 
tour, which is in its third year. lley said her 
department is committed to assisting each 

Tribal citizen as they pursue their higher 

lot of fun.” Billie education goals. 



Erlinda lley 


(Front Row, L-R) Students Farryh Lytle and Emily Cortez got the 
chance to see FSU’s Doak Campbell Stadium as only the players 
and coaches see it. 


Preschoolers Participate in Field 
Day Activities at the Gym 

Event Coincides with Week of the Young Child 

BY CHRIS JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — In conjunction 
with the Week of the Young Child, observed 
April 14-18, the Big Cypress Preschoolers 
attended Field Day at the gym on April 18. 

The Tribal Fitness Department spon- 
sored the event, which featured several 
exercise and fitness-related stations set up 
for the youngsters to enjoy. Field Day 
offered hula hooping, soccer drills and an 
obstacle course, among other activities. 



Chris Jenkins 

Alice Billie and daughter, Tahina, look on. 



Chris Jenkins 

Tauni Cypress focuses on balancing the golf 
balls during the event. 


“[Fitness Dept, staff members] were 
very helpful in helping our kids,” said 
Ahfachkee School Coach and Physical Edu- 
cation Teacher Randall Cleckler. “It was 
also beneficial for our kids from an expo- 
sure [to fitness] standpoint.” 



The students display their Field Day awards. 









Joseph John Inducted into NJHS 



BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

DAVIE, Fla. — Joseph John, 13, 
known to many as simply “JJ,” was induct- 
ed into the National Junior Honor Society 
(NJHS) on May 1 at a ceremony held at 
Nova Southeastern University’s University 
School Auditorium. His parents, grandpar- 


Joseph John (L) at the induction ceremony. 


ents, siblings and his aunt all attended in 
support of JJ’s achievement. 

All middle school students, in their sec- 
ond semester of grades 6-9, who have a 3.0 
or higher grade point average, may apply 
for the NJHS. Applications are then evaluat- 
ed on five criteria: citizenship, service, 
leadership, scholarship and character. 

Mom Joletta John-Camey said that JJ 
was unsure he would be 
accepted. But it all worked 
out for the best. JJ’s whole 
family was thrilled to find out 
that he was to be inducted 
into the 28th Class of the 
NJHS, an opportunity only 
given to about 50 students per 
year. 

“I plan to do my part in 
the NJHS and work harder to 
make it an even more special 
experience.” JJ said. 

JJ is a hard working Uni- 
versity School student, where 
he also participates in various 
extra curricular activities such 
as football, rodeo and chorus, 
and is also in the Fellowship 
Christian Club at his church. 
For more information on 
Marisoi Gonzalez the NJHS, please see 
www.njhs.us. 


Students Present Seminole 
Culture at Heritage Day 




BY TONY BULLINGTON 


(L-R) Janae Braswell and Ty Huff at the clothing and 
crafts table. 


Contributing Writer 

OKEECHOBEE, Fla. — 

On May 1 Brighton’s Okee- 
chobee Freshman Campus stu- 
dents hosted a presentation 
about Seminole cultures in 
front of the entire student body 
and staff during a Heritage Day 
celebration at the school. 

The presentation was orig- 
inally scheduled in April, with 
students representing various 
ethnic groups also sharing a 
part of their culture with their 
classmates. When the time 
came, a community member 
from Brighton passed away, 
forcing the students to with- 
draw from the program. School 
Principal Andy Brewer said he 
was so moved by their compas- 
sion and cultural integrity, he 
offered them a second chance to 
make their presentation on May 1 . On the field, the students listened to 

In the school’s auditorium, the Semi- Ashton Baxley, Eric Robinson and Kristina 
nole students set up four stations, allowing Osceola’s cultural presentation. The Semi- 
students and staff to experience several dif- nole students opened their presentation with 
ferent aspects of the culture. Marcus Robin- the Creek Pledge of Allegiance. Baxley fol- 
son and Farrah Lytle were in the school lowed doing a presentation of some of the 
auditorium where Willie Johns gave a pres- Seminole culture’s unique features, 
entation on Seminole history. Elizabeth The students then made their way to the 
Johns, a fourth grader at the Pemayetv Ema- next station where Courtney Cypress, Bran- 
hakv Charter School, and sister of Mary don Billie and Mary Johns passed out sam- 
Johns, sang “Jesus Loves Me” in Creek. pies of frybread and pumpkin bread. The 
When the presentation and song con- students asked questions about how the 
eluded, the group of students would rotate breads were made and Cypress, Billie and 
out to the athletic field and another group Johns were able to answer them all. 
would come into the auditorium. The third station was a presentation of 

Seminole clothing 
and crafts by Ty 
Huff and Janae 
Braswell. The stu- 
dents visiting this 
station were 
amazed by the 
beauty 

clothing and the 
intricate details of 
the crafts on dis- 
play. Huff and 
Braswell 
explained how the 
items were made 
and answered 
other questions. 

The Tribal 
students planned 
and coordinated 
the entire program 
on their own, with 
only the assistance 
, „ ... _ of Willie Johns 

Tony Bullmgton ^ ^ 

Courtney Cypress (C) and Mary Johns (R) offer their fellow students who contributed 
frybread samples as part of their presentation. the food. 


Michele Thomas, Employee of the Year 



Pemayetv Emahakv Principal Russell Brown (L) and School CEO Sandra Barker (R) pres- 
ent Michele Thomas (C) with a floral arrangement in recognition of her designation as 
Employee of the Year for 2007-2008. 



Photo Submitted by Pemayetv Emahakv Staff 


Among the activities on their action-packed agenda, the students held a mock trial at the Florida Supreme Court. 

Charter School Fifth Graders Tour State Capital 

BY JUDY WEEKS The “Seminole People of Florida, Sur- impact that the youngsters and their ances- 

Freelance Reporter vival & Success” exhibit is currently on dis- tors have had on Florida. 

play at the Florida State Museum and Tribal General Counsel Jim Shore 
TALLAHASSEE — Seventeen fifth offered an opportunity to observe the made arrangements for the group to spend 
graders from the Pemayetv Ema- 
hakv Charter School embarked on 
a special field trip on April 13 
bound for Florida’s capital city. 

The four-day trip itinerary had the 
youngsters traveling to numerous 
destinations and learning about 
diverse subjects. 

Their first stop upon reaching 
Tallahassee found the children at 
the Mary Brogan Museum of Art 
and Science. On the morning of 
day 2, they toured both the old and 
the new State Capitol buildings 
and also the Governor’s Mansion. 

In the afternoon, they took a 
tour of Florida State University, 
including the Atrium, the Uncon- 
quered statue and Seminole Fami- 
ly statues, located outside the 
Doak Campbell Stadium. They 
then had the chance to actually go 
on the field of the 80,000-plus 
capacity venue usually only seen 
by athletes and coaches. 



itv Emahakv Staff 

(L-R) Students Jennifer Tommie, Breanna Billie, Myrick Puente, 
Cameron Youngblood and Deveon Jones visited State Representative 
Denise Grimly (C) in her Tallahassee office. 


the day observing how the 
legal and political systems 
of the state of Florida oper- 
ate. After participating in a 
mock trial at the Florida 
Supreme Court on the 
morning of April 15, the 
youngsters were divided 
into three groups for 
appointments with Senators 
JD Alexander and Dave 
Aronherg, and Representa- 
tive Denise Grimly. 

The group then donned 
their finest in Seminole 
attire for a VIP reception, 
also arranged by Shore, at 
the Governor’s Club. 

After a quick trip 
through the Tallahassee 
Museum on the morning of 
April 16, it was back on the 
bus for the ride home to 
Brighton. 


Pemayetv Emahakv Students Attend 
Culture Exchange With Miccosukee Tribe 



BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

MICCOSUKEE — After accepting an 
invitation from the Miccosukee Tribe of 
Indians of Florida, the Pemayetv Emahakv 
Charter School students and staff enjoyed a 
day of cultural exchange. Nearly 150 stu- 
dents made the trip by charter bus on April 
28 to the Miccosukee Cultural Village on 
the Tamiami Trail. 

Upon their arrival they were greeted by 
William Osceola, the Seminole Tribe’s 
Tamiami Trail Liaison, who provided a 
background of Seminole, Miccosukee and 
Creek Heritage. He then introduced the tour 
guides for the day, Jennie Osceola Billie, 
Miccosukee School head start teacher, Betty 
Osceola, Houston Cypress and Miccosukee 
student, Evan Osceola. 

The visitors received a warm welcome 
from Jennie Billie and daughter, Betty. 


“As William [Osceola] explained, 
we are all Native American cousins 
living in separate areas throughout 
Florida and separated by Tribal gov- 
ernment affiliation,” Billie said. “You 
are closely related to us through our 
clans and marriage, and many of us 
share the same relatives. The things 
you see and hear today will be very 
familiar to you because our ancestors 
shared a common lifestyle.” 

Following a brief presentation on 
language, medicine colors and direc- 
tions, the group was divided in half 
for a more comprehensive discussion 
and question and answer period. The 
younger grades were the first to board 
several airhoats which transported 
them through the sawgrass of the 
Everglades to an old village. 

Returning to the Miccosukee vil- 
lage, they spent the afternoon learning 
about the signifi- 
cance of patchwork 
designs and the history of 
their creation using hand 
crank sewing machines. A 
lengthy discussion ensued 
about the evolution of dif- 
ferent clothing and hair 
styles over the last two 
centuries. 

Mary R. Billie offered 
a sweetgrass basket con- 
struction demonstration 
and the youngsters 
observed many different 
styles of beadwork and 
wood carving as well as 
palmetto doll construction. 

Betty Osceola dis- 
cussed the spiritual 
aspects of the living struc- 
ture of the chickee, fire 
building and food prepara- 


tion. Using the baby cradle hanging in one 
of the chickees as an example, Osceola 
described the hard work of the Indian cul- 
ture and the ingenuity of their ancestors, 
who carved out a living under the harshest 
of conditions during their quest for survival. 

Observing a number of large old 
dugout canoes, the youngsters learned about 
the dying art of the tedious job of construct- 
ing these vessels, once the main method of 
transportation through the swampland. 

Following an alligator wrestling 
demonstration, the group ate a lunch pre- 
pared by the Miccosukee women over the 
open fire. After thanking their hosts for a 
wonderful visit, the students boarded the 
busses for the long ride back to Brighton. 

“I had the bestest, funnest time ever,” 
said Ozzy Osceola, 5. 



The students examine a dugout canoe, the primary mode of 
transportations their ancestors used to travel throughout 
the Everglades. 


Charter School Adopts ‘Seminole Warrior’ Mascot 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Students, staff and 
parents gathered in the courtyard of the 
Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School on the 
afternoon of April 23 for a very special 
event. 

Members of the student council care- 
fully guided an easel to the center of the 
staging area, and to a round of applause, 
removed the sheet covering the new school 
mascot. 

The unveiling produced a large canvas 
with the portrait of Osceola to represent 
Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School, home 
of the Unconquered Warriors. 

Photo by Judy Weeks 

Members of the Pemayetv Emahakv Char- 
ter School student council unveil their new 
mascot, Osceola, the Unconquered Semi- 
nole Warrior. 
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Always Offering New Ford Specials 
To The Seminole-Miccosukee 
Communities And Their Employees! 


Huge Selection Of Preownedl 
All Makes And Models! 

Service And Parts Specials 
Always Available! Come By Or 
Just Give Us A Call! 


See Your New Ford For 
Less Somewhere Else? 
We’ll Beat Their Price! 
Just Call Us! 


OPEN 7 DAYS 


8655 Pines Blvd. 
HOLLYWOOD & PINES BLVD. 
IN PEMBROKE PINES! 


1 - 866 - 619-7011 
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Latin pop artist Chayanne unveils his shirt worn during his 2004 Sincero Tour, which he donated to the Hard Rock’s world famous col- 
lection just before winning Latin Pop Airplay Song of The Year. To celebrate this donation, Hard Rock International made their own 
donation to The National Association of Latino Arts and Culture’s “Fund for the Arts Heineken Green Ribbon Grant,” which celebrates 
the talent, drive and commitment it takes to achieve success as a Hispanic musician in the U.S. 


Latin Billboard Awards Ceremony Held at Hard Rock 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Billboard 
Latin Music Conference & Awards 
Ceremony was held at the Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino for the second con- 
secutive year. The Latin Billboard Awards, 
now in its 19th year, brought together a star- 
studded line up, which included Enrique 
Iglesias, Marco Antonio Solis, Chayanne, 
Alejandro Fernandez, Fanny Lu, Aventura, 


Camila, Alexis y Fido, Belanova, Wisin y 
Yandel and Juanes, among others. 

The press conference was held from 
April 6-10, with the awards ceremony tak- 
ing place on the night of April 10 in the 
Hard Rock Live. The Latin Billboard 
Awards broadcasted live on Telemundo, 
with an estimated 110 million viewers in 24 
countries tuning in. 

This event is known as the single most 
important Latin music industry event in the 
world. It brings more than 1,000 Latin 


artists, managers, executives, sponsors and 
media together for the chance to showcase 
the latest in Latin music and network with 
other industry insiders. 

Trail Liaison William Osceola was also 
in attendance for the event. 

“I thought it was a great production,” 
he said. “I could tell that a lot of effort had 
been put into it and I thought the stage was 
very beautiful. Overall, I really enjoyed the 
show.” 



Eric Clapton at his May 5 concert. 


Carlos Santana in concert on April 30. 



Chairman Looks Over 

BY CHRIS JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Rebecca Billie, daughter of Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress, is one of the latest Tribal citizens to realize her 
dream of home ownership, as house-building continues to be the 
norm on reservations. 

On April 15, Chairman Cypress, along with guides Santana 
Vasquez, Housing Project Manager, and Contractor Chuck 
Rogalski, toured the six bedroom, four bath Big Cypress home as 
Phase 1 of construction neared its completion. 

“We spend a lot of time doing multiple walk-throughs, so it 
was cool for us to see him take the time to come check things out,” 
Rogalski said. “It’s an honor to build for the Seminoles, especial- 
ly since they are such a close knit family.” 

Phase 2 of the building process will include dry-walling and 
insulation. 

Photos by Chris Jenkins 

At right, Chairman Mitchell Cypress (C) looks over floor plans for 
his daughter Rebecca Billie’s Big Cypress home with Housing 
Project Manager Santana Vasquez (L) and house contractor 
Chuck Rogalski. The house has six bedrooms and four bath- 
rooms, and is in Phase 1 of construction. 
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Rita can help you every step of the way, financing, inspections, insurance 


a "I love to see success happen in peoples lives. 
i 1 I would like the opportunity to he(p you find 

, 1 your dream property/" 

1 ' -Rita Youngman 
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Call Today r 
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Around The Campfire: Still Not Over Vietnam 


BY DR. DEAN CHAVERS 
Around The Campfire 

[Editor’s Note: Dr. Dean Chavers is 
director of Catching the Dream, a national 
scholarship and school improvement organ- 
ization in Albuquerque, N.M. He welcomes 
your comments on this column, inquiries 
about scholarships, and inquiries about 
Catching the Dream grants. His e-mail 
address is CTD4DeanChavers@aol.com. 
The opinions he expresses are his own. 
©Copyright 2008, Around the Campfire] 

Nobody welcomed me home from Viet- 
nam in the 1960s. I went in 1966, again in 

1967, a third time in 1967, and the fourth 
and last time in 1968. 

I finally got welcomed home four years 
ago. I had gone to the National Indian Gam- 
ing Association meeting San Diego, and on 
the second day we finished early. The Cali- 
fornia Indian Education Association was 
having a meeting across town. I dropped by 
at 4 pm to see some old friends from my 10 
years in California, 1968-78. 

They were having meetings, so I went 
downstairs to see the exhibits. One of the 
local Indian reservations with a VFW post 
had a booth. I went walking by casually 
when one of the guys asked, “Were you in 
the military, sir?” 

“Yes, I was,” I said. 

“When?” he asked. 

“Vietnam,” I said. He came around 
from behind the booth and hugged me and 
said, “Welcome home, brother.” By this 
time I was blubbering. 

“It’s okay,” he said. “We understand.” 

The reason I was crying was that no 
one welcomed me home from Vietnam in 

1968. It was an unpopular war. 

I flew 138 missions in Vietnam. We lost 
four airplanes in two mid-air collisions. One 
of my friends, Toki Endo, broke his right 
elbow when he ejected. He hit it on the 
superstructure on the way out. 

Gen. Crumm, our division commander, 
was on the plane that day as a third pilot. He 
went down with the plane. His wife and 
daughter were back on the base waiting on 
him so they could go back to the States. 
They were all packed; they had finished 
their two-year tour. 

We lost another crew when they landed 
at Da Nang. They had lost hydraulic power, 
and made an emergency landing. The loss 
of hydraulic power meant they had no 
brakes, so they could not stop on the run- 
way. When they went off at the end, the 


plane blew up. Someone had forgotten to 
tell them the end of the runway was a mine- 
field. 

I joined the Air Force so I would not 
have to be a dogface. I did not want to be an 
infantryman, which is what I would have 
been if I had been drafted. I was 22 years 
old, and looking the draft in the face. The 
two years of college I had completed made 
me eligible to enter the Aviation Cadet 
corps, go to flying school, and get my wings 
as a navigator. 

After I finished Basic and Bombardier 
school, the Air Force sent me to fly the B- 
52. It is one of the greatest planes ever 
made. We should order another 500 of them. 
Sadly, they are all in mothballs now. At one 
time there were 650 of them in the Air Force 
inventory. 

I was at Mather Air Force Base in Feb- 
ruary 1965 when the first B-52s took off for 
Guam. It scared the bejesus out of us. We 
were having breakfast that morning when 
we heard a huge roar, then another one, and 
then another one. We went running outside. 
All the airplanes on the base, B-52s and 
KC-135s, were lined up on the runway. 
They were taking off at 60-second intervals. 
We thought the end of the world was near. 

“They are going to bomb Russia,” 
someone said, echoing the thoughts of all of 
us. 

Before the end of the day we learned 
that they had gotten orders the day before. 
The crews were on the alert pad. They were 
told to go home, pack enough clothes for 30 
days, and be back in the briefing room early 
the next morning. When they got there they 
learned they were going to Guam for 179 
days. 

By the end of 1965 we had gotten our 
orders to go. I was then stationed at Turner 
Air Force Base in Georgia. We went for six 
months, and got back home in late summer. 
Before the end of the year I had gotten 
orders to go back again, this time by myself. 
I finished out the tour of a guy from Glas- 
gow Air Force Base in Montana who had 
gotten sick. I got back home again just 
before Christmas. 

In a couple of months we got orders to 
leave Turner. The Air Force closed it, and 
moved half of us to Columbus Air Force 
Base in Mississippi. We were there for three 
months when we got orders to go for six 
months again. 

It was really hard on families for the 
husband to be gone six months. It was espe- 
cially hard on those with small children, 


which was almost everyone. Mom and the 
kids had to get by on their own for six 
months. There was a lot of crying. 

Years later I learned we could have 
avoided this war altogether. Ho Chi Minh, 
the leader of North Vietnam, had come to 
the U.S. begging for help in the 1940s. No 
one in the U.S. government would even talk 
to him. So he went to Russia and China, 
where he got plenty of help. What Ho want- 
ed to do was to get rid of the French colo- 
nials who had been exploiting his people for 
a couple of hundred years. 

At one point I had five family members 
over there at one time. My brother Mike, 
my brother-in-law Jack Sublett, my aunt’s 
husband Edward Rakeman, and my stepfa- 
ther Joe Byrd, were all there the same time 
I was in 1967. 

Easter Sunday 1966 was the worst day 
of my life. We bombed the Mu Gia Pass just 
north of the comer of North and South Viet 
Nam and Cambodia. It was a stupid move. 

The Air Force and Lyndon Johnson 
thought the B-52 carried so much armament 
that it would knock the boulders down off 
the mountain and jam up the pass so the 
movement of men and supplies to the South 
would be stopped. The Viet Cong had the 
pass open and were moving supplies south 
again in a couple of days. 

After the bomb run, we had a fighter on 
our tail. It was 3 o’clock in the morning, as 
dark as pitch outside, and this jet fighter was 
about 75 yards behind us. To this day we do 
not know why he didn’t shoot us down — if 
he was an enemy. I thought all along he 
could have been one of our F-105s, just 
playing with us. 

When we got back, no one paid any 
attention to us. No one in my family wel- 
comed me home. There were no parades, no 
welcome home parties, no dances, and no 
receptions. We just came home and went 
back to work. The worst of us got spit on 
instead of getting a welcome. I never got 
spit on, which saved me from going to 
prison. But I saw grunts coming back home 
after a year of getting shot at and getting 
spit on. 

I still have insomnia, which I think is 
caused by that war. I hope we don’t keep 
making the same mistake in Iraq that we 
made there. Nixon finally just brought the 
troops home and said we won. The Viet 
Cong promptly took over. I wish I could 
apologize to the Vietnamese people for 
what we did. I am truly sorry. 
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All Tribal Officials, Department Meads, Tribal Members 
and Emplavces; 


On behalf of the athletes and coaches of Team Florida, I invite 
you la support us in our goal of competing at the Cowichan 
20D8 North American Indigenous Games (NAIC) thus August. 

The t’oviehan 200ft \AJG will take place in the Cowichan 
Valle} 1 , British Columbia* Canada* from August 3-11), 2003. 
Team Florida will compete against (earns from each Province 
and Territory of Canada* as well as, twenty (20) teams from 
the United States, 

The financial support from our friends* neighbors and co- 
workers will make it possible for Team Florida to gather 
together with many Indigenous Nations for this important 
celebration of cult it re* pride and excellence jn athletics. Team 
Florida has approximately 50 team members who are 
preparing to compete in archery , track and field, golf* rifle 
shouting, basketball, Tae Kwon Do, swimming and w restling. 

Your contribution In assist our Team Florida athletes and 
coaches would be greatly appreciated. Donations can be 
drupped off at my office or mailed directly to: 

Seminole Tribe of Florida 
Team Florida 
do Joel M. Frank* Sr, 

631)1) Stirling Road 
Suite 247 

Hollywood* FL 33024 

For tax purposes, receipts will be available, 

if yon have any questions or need additional information, 
please feet free to cuntact me at 80 0.683. 7801), Ext. 1 129fl* nr by 
e-mail a t i fra n k a a cm I ribe.co m. For a complete description of 
rhe 2db8 NAlG event, you can checkout their website at 
Vt w w .cow Ich a n2QQ8.co m . 

Thank you for your consideration of this request amd I look 
forward to your sharing this adventure with the athletes of 
Team Floritla. 


Sincerely, 



Joel M. Frank* Sr. 
Chefde Mission 
[earn Florida 
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With the Wind 


With the wind I can feel you hig 
sis, 

Prowling like the panther since you 
Been gone from this world I’ve 
Truly missed. 

There is no other that can fill this 
Void in my life, though I truly do 
Appreciate those that have tried in 
This land of strife. 

Since the day you crossed over big 
sis 

You have been on my mind, to me 
you 

Are the greatest sister one of a 
kind. 

As I have said in this world you 
will 

Not be forgotten as life goes on, 
how 

Can I? When you remembered me 
After all these years I’ve been 
gone. 

The bond we share is and always 
will be 


Intact, the sadness I feel within 
Will remain until I am where 
you’re at. 

As you already know where your 
body 

Was laid to rest I made sure it looks 
Nice, for my big sis it didn’t matter 
How much the price. 

Thank you for always being there 
for me 

That hasn’t changed, with that land 
I appreciate what you arranged. 

I started the process to have a home 
Built on that site, thank you for 
Thinking of me because without 
you 

You knew I’d need my own right? 

I will continue to stay strong as I 
Have since day one, hig sis you 
raised 

A warrior second to none. 

With the wind you will always he 
Near, I love you hig sis smile and 
Shed not another tear. 

— Ike T. Harjo 
Panther Clan 




Happy 2nd birthday to my handsome son, 

Wesley Clinton! 

Love, 

Mommy (Valerie Frank) 

Happy birthday to my little Brother, Wesley! 
Love, 

Your Sister, Jewel Alice 



Sam Frank 


Seminole Artist Needs 
Kidney Transplant 

Native American artist, Sam Frank, currently 
resides on the Hollywood Reservation. His passion is 
making blankets and clothing with traditional patch- 
work, which can be seen on display at the Ah-Tah-Thi- 
Ki Museum. 

After five years on dialysis, he seeks a new kid- 
ney. Who can donate? Potential donors would include 
the following: anyone age 18-35; a person with type O 
blood; someone in general good health and donor 
needs to have normal kidney function and anatomy. 

The donor’s primary care physician should first he 
contacted as well as discussion of intent to donate. 

Frank can be contacted by phone at (954) 989- 
1805 for further information. 
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Proud par- 
ents Cassandra 
Jones and 
Daniel 

Rodriguez wel- 
come the 
newest “A- 
Rod” to the 
world. Baby 
Alex 

Rodriguez, 

Panther Clan, 
was bom on 
Feb. 6. Sibhngs 
are: Daniel Jr., 
Francisco and 
Talia. 




We are proud to announce the birth of Lily 
Elizabeth Yethooche Metcalf, bom Feb. 5, and 
weighing 7 pounds, 6 ounces. Her parents are Melis- 
sa and Jesse Metcalf and her sisters are Kirsten and 
JoLee. 



The parents 
of new baby boy 
Kyngston Dou- 
glas, Virginia 
Garcia-Sanders 
and Eric 
Sanders, wel- 
comed him into 
the world on 
April 23 at 12:35 
a.m. Kyngston 
weighed 7 
pounds, 4 ounces 
and measured 
19.5 inches. 


Classified 


Francoise’s Barbershop: 

6782 Stirling Road, Hollywood, 
Fla. 33024, (954) 987-1309, (954) 
471-2469. 

Where everyone is welcome. 
Skin fade, fade, layer cut, flat top, 
unisex color, highlights, correction 
haircut, kids and seniors. Enjoy the 
best old fashioned hot shave in 
town! European facial, waxing, $25 
spa pedicure and manicure combo. 
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Congratulations to Trisha Lola 
Walker ... I remember the first time 1 
told you I love you to your little face. 
You had just been bom and we thought 
you were not going to make it through 
the night. It was scary, painful and sad. 
But through it all, God gave us a chance 
to watch you grow so beautifully with- 
out ever growing away from those you 
love. 

We just wanted to tell you that 
we’re all very proud of you. You did it - 
12 years of school. So dream big and 1 
know that there are many people arount 
like me who think the world of you and 
hope everything goes your way. Some- 
times life can be messy and confusing, 
and there’s a lot of negativity out there. 
But life can also be full of surprises. Just 
remember, be yourself and be happy! 
When you don’t have what you want, 
want what you have. 

Congratulations! We love you! 
We’ll always be here for you. Feel free 
to look around the comer, we’ll be right 
there. Oh, by the way, no, you can’t 
leave home! 

From, 

Your Mom Tisha, your Stepdad 
Robert, and the rest of your people 
here in the swamps 


My name is Trisha Lola Walker. I am mother is Frances Jumper Teele. I have two 
Panther Clan. My mom is Tisha Lee Garza sisters, Lariah and Ignacia, and one step- 
and my stepdad is Robert Garza. My grand- sister, Krystal Garza; she’s the only child 

from my stepdad. I have three 
brothers, J Buck, Anthony and 
Pretty Rick. I have many 
cousins, aunts and uncles. I 
like reading and beadwork. 
My favorite subjects are art 
and culture. After I graduate, I 
plan on working part-time at 
Ahfachkee and at the Pre- 
school. I enjoy the little kids. 
In my spare time, I like talk- 
ing on the phone and shop- 
ping (can’t forget about Wal- 
Mart). I like going to V.I.P. in 
Immokalee and spending time 
with my mom and sisters. I 
also love going to the Mud- 
hole with my Stepdad Robert. 

Thank you to my family 
for helping me grow and 
being there with me through 
my struggles and my good 
times. Thank you to my teach- 
ers at Ahfachkee, to my mom 
and to my stepdad Robert for 
being there for me as a father. 


We just want to thank everyone who helped make 
our wedding so beautiful. A special thanks to Sherri 
Jumper and Erin Buster for being the wedding plan- 
ners and having a lot of patience with you know who. 
Thanks to: J.B. (Jennifer Chadwick) and Alexandra 
(Sandy) Frank for the Seminole food, it was the bomb; 
Yvonne for being my maid of honor and for actually 
being on time (ha ha); William Lee jumper for walking 
me down the aisle and being by my side; at least we 
learned some dance moves; Marcus Osceola for being 
best man; the rest of the wedding party, it wouldn’t 
have been complete without y’all; the Jumper and 
Garza families; J.B. and Glenn Osceola for showing us 
your dance skills; and anyone else I might have forgot. 
We had a great time, thanks to all! 

Sorry I took so long. I just want y’all to know I 
didn’t forget about y’all! 

Love, 

Robert & Tisha Garza 

November 2007 



Happy birthday to Keith Kelly Jumper. We hope you are doing 
well. We miss you. 

From, 

Your Cousins Trisha and Ignacia 


We want to wish Trisha Lola Walker a happy birthday on April 
16. We hope you had a blast and we love you! 

From, 

Your family in BC (Panther Clan) 


Happy birthday to Julian Billie on March 2. We love you. 
From, 

Your people in BC 
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Emma Johns Appointed Education Director 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Emma Johns has 
been named Education Director after serv- 
ing as acting director for nearly seven 
months, following former director Louise 
Gopher’s retirement. She was formally 
named director of education by a Tribal 
Council resolution that passed May 28. 

Johns has worked for the Tribe for 
more than eight years, beginning by work- 
ing as a counselor for the Family Services 
Dept, for nearly three years. She then went 
on to work for the Education Dept, as an 
education advisor, before being promoted 
to assistant director in April 2007, and then 
acting director in December 2007. 

Johns attended Santa Fe Community 
College in Gainesville for two years before 


she decided to pursue undergraduate stud- 
ies at Florida Atlantic University in Boca 
Raton. Upon completion, she attained a 
bachelor’s degree in sociology, and has 
also received a certificate of completion in 
a women’s studies program and took con- 
tinuing education courses in student coun- 
seling. 

“I went to school because I wanted to 
better myself and it was paid for 100 per- 
cent,” she said. “I was not going to let such 
a great opportunity slip away.” 

Even though she had to overcome 
obstacles while in college, such as becom- 
ing pregnant her junior year, working full 
time and making a daily two hour drive 
each way, she still was able to complete her 
education. Johns said her family supported 
her through these times, specifically 
acknowledging her parents, her brother, 


Alex, and his wife 
Liz. 

“My family 
has been amazing 
in helping with my 
daughter while I 
was in school and 
even now,” she 
said. 

On the profes- 
sional side, Johns 
said education 
plays a very 
important role in 
the Tribe today. 
Working with kids and helping them in any 
way possible is only a small part of what 
her department does on a daily basis. 

Along with former director Louise 

Gopher and Education Specialist Tony 



Bullington, she took on the arduous task of 
starting a charter school on the rural 
Brighton Reservation about four years ago. 
Today, the Pemayetv Emahakv Charter 
School is gaining national recognition as a 
model school not just in Indian Country, 
but in the entire U.S. 

“My daughter [Kailin] is a product of 
what is happening in the Charter School,” 
she said. “Language and culture is covered 
daily and the students are now able to speak 
in complete sentences when before they 
would only know words, colors, letters and 
numbers.” 

“It is very important to maintain our 
language and culture in order to be a feder- 
ally recognized Tribe,” Johns added. 

With goals of helping the students and 
the communities, the Education Dept, has 
Please see JOHNS * Page 2 



Felix DoBosz 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress is honored with a 
crystal 2008 Valor Award at the American Dia- 
betes Association’s fundraiser luncheon. 


Council Passes 
42 Resolutions 
at Meeting 

BY CHRIS JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Tribal Council 
convened on the Big Cypress Reservation 
on May 28 for a regular session. They 
passed 42 resolutions from the agenda 
including: 

Resolution 20: Service Line Agree- 
ment (77’ x 20’) between Glades Electric 
Cooperative, Inc. and Seminole Tribe of 
Florida for location of an overhead distribu- 
tion feeder line to the home site of Esther 
Lee Gopher - Big Cypress Seminole Indian 
Reservation; 

Resolution 21: Service Line Agree- 
ment (452’ x 20’) between Glades Electric 
Cooperative, Inc. and Seminole Tribe of 
Florida for location of an overhead distribu- 
tion feeder line to the home site of Marcus 
Van Billie - Big Cypress Seminole Indian 
Reservation; 

Resolution 22: Service Line Agree- 
ment (1,533’ x 20’) between Glades Elec- 
tric Cooperative, Inc. and Seminole Tribe of 
Florida for location of an overhead distribu- 
tion feeder line for the Everglades Restora- 
tion Project - Big Cypress Seminole Indian 
Reservation; 

Resolution 23: Service Line Agree- 
ment (175’ x 5’) between Embarq FKA 
Sprint-Florida, Inc. and Seminole Tribe of 
Florida for location of a buried telephone 
cable to the home site of Lottie Johns Bax- 
ley - Brighton Seminole Indian Reserva- 
tion; 

Resolution 24: Service Line Agree- 
ment (432’ x 10’) between Florida Power & 
Light, Inc. and Seminole Tribe of Florida 
for location of an underground distribution 
feeder fine to the home site of Daniel 
Nunez, Sr. - Brighton Seminole Indian 
Reservation; 

Resolution 25: Service Line Agree- 
ment (4,240’ x 5’) between Embarq FKA 
Sprint-Florida, Inc. and Seminole Tribe of 
Florida for location of a buried telephone 
cable to the home site of Emma Vemice 
Johns - Brighton Seminole Indian Reserva- 
tion; 

Resolution 26: Service Line Agree- 
ment (300’ x 10’) between Lee County 
Electric Cooperative, Inc. and Seminole 
Tribe of Florida for relocation of an over- 
head distribution feeder line for new hous- 
ing development - Immokalee Seminole 
Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 27: Service Line Agree- 
ment (170’ x 10’, 35’ x 25’) between Lee 
County Electric Cooperative, Inc. and 
Seminole Tribe of Florida for Relocation of 
an overhead distribution feeder line for new 
road - Immokalee Seminole Indian Reser- 
vation; 

Resolution 28: United States Environ- 
mental Protection Agency Funding request 
for general assistance in environmental pro- 
grams for the Seminole Tribe of Florida for 
all Seminole Indian Reservations; 

Resolution 29: Tribal Response Pro- 
gram Grant Application to the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency for all 
reservations of the Seminole Tribe of Flori- 
da for the purpose of public health and cul- 
tural use preservation; 

Resolution 30: Re-Naming of the 
Water Resource Management Department 
as the Environmental Resource Manage- 
ment Department; 

Resolution 31: DirecTV, Inc., second 
amendment to agreement for DBS Satellite 
Exhibition of Programming; 

Resolution 32: Peterson’s Harley 
Davidson of Miami 2008 Lease Agreement; 

Resolution 33: Giesecke & Devrient 
Please see COUNCIL * Page 2 
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Veterans Memorial Sculpture Unveiled 


BY CHRIS JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — On May 29, members of the Tribal 
Council, veterans, invited guests and media gathered at the 
Mitchell Cypress Fitness Trail for the unveiling of a bronze 
sculpture of a circa 1800s Seminole soldier. The ready- for-battle 
figure symbolizes the culture and strength of the Seminole War- 
rior, as well as acknowledges the sacrifices and efforts made by 
members of the armed forces, past and present. 

“The whole idea was to educate some of the younger gen- 
eration so they can see why this is here and why we do have 
freedom,” Chairman Mitchell Cypress said. 

The artist team of Brad Cooley Sr. and Bradley Cooley Jr. 
created the sculpture, as well as numerous other bronze sculp- 
tures that can be seen on all reservations. Son Cooley Jr. said the 


soldier is a physical representation of how Seminoles have 
looked and dressed throughout the years. 

“We took features off of different Seminoles around today 
and incorporated them into him and the regalia and the type of 
stuff he is wearing is of that period,” Cooley Jr. said. “This fel- 
low represents then, now and the present. 

“One of the reasons for picking the time period was because 
it shows how far back [Seminole veterans] actually started,” he 
added. 

At the unveiling, event emcee Moses “Bigg” Jumper Jr. 
acknowledged this artistic meshing of time periods. 

“This is going down in our Tribal history as a monumental 
time for us because it is a memorial to the soldiers in the 20th 
Century, but it is also a memorial to the great warriors we had in 
the past,” he said. 

Please see SCULPTURE Page 5 


Chairman 
Honored 
with 2008 
Valor Award 

BY FELIX DOBOSZ 
Staff Reporter 

FT. LAUDERDALE — The Broward 
County Chapter of the American Diabetes 
Association honored Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress with the 2008 Valor Award, along 
with eight other community leaders, at the 
Hyatt Pier 66 restaurant on May 15. 

Each honoree took the stage as large 
display monitors showed video clips of 
their impressive biographies. The video 
showed how Chairman Cypress became an 
advocate for health and diabetes throughout 
the Tribe by supporting the various Tribal 
medical, education and fitness programs. 
Most recently, he has become the author of 
a book on diabetes management called 
Having Diabetes and Acting in an Honor- 
able Way. 

The chapter selected these honorees 
from a list of community leaders who have 
demonstrated passion and spirit with signif- 
icant charitable contributions for the 
improvement of the community. 

This was the 7th annual Valor Award 
luncheon, and proceeds from the silent auc- 
tion at the lunch benefitted the American 
Diabetes Association. The money will go 
toward diabetes research and education. 


Charter School 
Hosts First- 
Ever Creek 
Spelling Bee 

Brooke Osceola 
Claims Victory, 
Puente Takes Second 

BY SUSAN ETXEBARRIA 
Freelance Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Eight jittery contest- 
ants lined up in front of an audience of fel- 
low students, teachers and parents to com- 
pete in Pemayetv Emakakv’s first-ever 
Creek spelling bee on May 19. 

Competitors Kalgary Johns, Brooke 
Osceola, Layne Thomas, Donovan Osceola, 
Reed Gopher, Anthony Johns, Ruben 
Burgess and Jaden Puente won first place in 
their classroom competition prior to the 
main event. 

Though only eight competed in the 
spelling bee, each Pemayetv Emakakv 
Charter School student has completed near- 
ly nine months of Creek language classes, 
with 45 minutes of daily instruction, Mon- 
day through Friday. 

The language teachers watched with 
pride, thrilled to see how much the children 
learned in their classes. Teaching the native 
language is an integral part of the school’s 
mission and a required instructional com- 
ponent of the charter license. 

Language Teacher Lorene Gopher, and 
director of the Cultural Education Dept., 
prepared lists for the children to study for 
the spelling bee. She said the students stud- 
Please see SPELLING * Page 2 
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Miami Passport Office 
to Assist Tribal Citizens 

Offices to Host Class to Facilitate Seminoles 



BY NERY MEJICANO 
Contributing Writer 

For many years, Americans visiting 
Canada, the Caribbean or Mexico, did not 
need a U.S. passport. However, earlier this 
year, the law 
changed and now 
all persons travel- 
ing outside the 
U.S. territory must 
have a valid pass- 
port. 

The U.S. 

Passport Office in 
Miami recognizes 
that some Tribal 
citizens, especially 
the elders, may 
have some diffi- 
culties in obtain- 
ing the required 
documentation 
needed to obtain a 
U.S. Passport. In 
order to facilitate 
the application 
process, staff from 
the office will hold 
a meeting at the 
Hollywood Head- 
quarters auditori- 
um on Aug. 13 
from 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. 

These seminars are for Tribal citizens 
applying for a passport for the first time. 


To obtain a U.S. passport for the first time, 
the applicant is required to appear in per- 
son and to sign the application in front of a 
U.S. Passport Office employee. Parents 
applying for a passport for their minor 
children also have to appear in person. 

The cost of a 
passport is $160 
for adults and 
$145 for minors, 
payable by a certi- 
fied check, 

cashier’s check or 
money order. This 
fee includes an 
expedited passport 
request fee. 

The required 
passport photo- 
graphs will be 
taken onsite and 
the staff of the 
Passport Office 
will explain what 
documentation is 
needed and how to 
obtain it. Passport 
applications will 
be available on all 
reservations prior 
to the meeting. 

Those plan- 
ning to attend 
should please sign 
the sign up on the 
sign-in sheet at the front desk of each 
reservation’s main office. 


New Hours for the Seminole Channel 


SUBMITTED BY SEMINOLE BROADCASTING 

The Seminole Channel’s new sched- 
ule took effect June 5. This program will 
now be shown each Thursday, from 4-7 
p.m. on DIRECTV Channel 575. 

This change was made to enable those 
receiving the channel a better opportunity 
to view the program 

after working hours 

and when children 
are home from 
school. 

The Seminole 
Channel, which pre- 
miered in May 2006, 
recently broadcast its 
100th show and is 
accessible to those 
Tribal citizens who 
are part of the 
DIRECTV bulk rate 
program. Videos of 

annual Tribal events, 

special Tribal pro- 
grams, job postings 
and general announcements are just some 
of the programming featured on this chan- 
nel. 

If you are a Tribal citizen who is part 
of the DIRECTV bulk rate program, and 
are not receiving the Seminole Channel, or 
wish to make comments on the program- 
ming, please contact the Seminole Broad- 
casting office of your reservation at the 
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phone number below. 

Seminole Broadcasting is also in the 
process of identifying those seniors who 
will be requiring a digital box converter for 
their television sets to accommodate the 
digital television transition planned for 
February 2009. If you are a senior, or know 
a senior who may require a digital convert- 
er box, please contact 
your reservation’s 
Seminole Broadcast- 
ing office. 

Those Tribal citi- 
zens wanting more 
information, or to 
apply to the 
DIRECTV bulk rate 
program, please con- 
tact the following 
Seminole Broadcast- 
ing DIRECTV Cus- 
tomer Service Offices 
on their reservations 
at: Hollywood, 3560 
North State Rd. 7, 
Hollywood, FL 
33021, (954) 985-5700; Big Cypress, 3100 
Josie Billie Hwy, Suite #317, Clewiston, 
FL 33440, (863) 902-3219; Brighton, 520 
Harney Pond Rd., Okeechobee, FL 34974, 
(863) 763-6380 or (863) 763-0405; 
Immokalee, 295 Stockade Rd., Suite #312, 
Immokalee, FL 34142, (239) 658-9256; 
Tampa, 6401 Harney Road, Suite E, 
Tampa, FL 33610, (813) 620-2882. 


* Johns 
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put initiatives in place to target areas of 
attendance, grades and grade point aver- 
ages. Since they have begun, Johns said she 
has seen a significant change in these areas, 
as well as increased enrollment in higher 
education institutions. 

As a result of these initiatives, Johns 
said the Education Dept, is becoming more 
visible with the community and the commu- 
nity members are showing acceptance and 
are grateful for all that is being done. 

“I tell my staff they are not allowed to 
tell anyone no,” she said. “We are here to 
help them in any way possible; there is 
always a way to help someone.” 

Johns said the Education Dept.’s ulti- 
mate goal is to raise the Tribe’s graduate 
rate from 50 percent to 100 percent. She 
said she strives to put the message across 
that each student should value their educa- 
tion, and not view their studies as work, but 
something they should do to better them- 
selves. 


Blessed with what she called the great- 
est staff in the world, Johns said her staff 
deserves accolades for much of the depart- 
ment’s success. She said she knows each 
one of them truly love their job. 

“Credit for the department should be 
given to the staff,” she said. “They are in 
there working day to day and they are 
great.” 

In addition to her work duties, Johns is 
an active, voting member with the National 
Congress of American Indians, National 
Indian Education Association, the Tribal 
Education Department National Assembly 
and United Southern and Eastern Tribes, 
where she serves as the organization’s sec- 
retary. 

Johns also holds a CDL Class B 
license, which has come in handy to step in 
as a bus driver whenever needed by her 
staff. She was also a freelance reporter for 
The Seminole Tribune for several years. 

She was bom in Avon Park, Fla., and to 
this day still resides on the Brighton Reser- 
vation where she recently moved in to her 
new home. Johns is the mother of Kailin, 
10, and daughter of Carolyn and Timmy 
Johns. 



Finalists (L-R) Kalgary Johns, Brooke Osceola, Layne Thomas, Donovan Osceola, Reed Gopher, 
Anthony Johns, Ruben Burgess and Jaden Punete battled each other in the spelling bee. 


“If you can say the word, you can spell it; 
that’s one of our mottos.” 

During the competition, Gopher facili- 
tated by calling out the words the contest- 
ants had to spell, as Ginger Jones and Aval- 
on Puente checked word spelling. Gopher 
told the children they must pronounce the 
letters in each word in the Creek way, which 
differs from the sounds made by the letters 
in the English alphabet. 

Most of the words used in the Spelling 
Bee, such as nakhotce (paper) and comottet 
(jump), were more than two syllable words, 
with some up to four syllables in length. 
According to Gopher, the spellers had the 
most difficulty words having an A, AH, V or 
UH sound, as in the words cvpvkket (anger) 
and emahaya (teacher). 

The contest lasted a considerable 
amount time, showing the students’ pre- 
paredness, before it all came down to 
Brooke Osceola, 11, and Jaden Puente, 9. In 
the end, Osceola emerged victorious, 
spelling the enkalafet (peeling with a knife), 
and claimed the silver bumble bee-shaped 
trophy. All eight contestants received a cer- 
tificate for their participation in the spelling 
bee. 

“The first-ever Creek spelling bee was 
exciting and challenging with the students 
and teachers,” said Gopher. “We teach them 
to leam how to say words, sentences and 
then leam to write in our language.” 


* Spelling 

Continued from page 1 

ied the vocabulary for about a month prior 
to the competition. 

“I always tell my students, first you 
must master the sounds of the A, C and E’s, 
and you can say and spell any words that 
you leam in your language,” said Gopher. 



Susan Etxebarria 


First place winner Brooke Osceola, who correct- 
ly spelled enkalafet (peeling with a knife), to win 
the Creek spelling bee. 


Seminoles Do Sound Check at Hard Rock Park 



Music-Themed Park Opened Spring 2008 


BY BRIANA ABITTAN 
Contributing Writer 


MYRTLE BEACH, S.C. 

— Upon walking through the 
gates of the Hard Rock Theme 
Park, visitors are greeted by a 
life-sized symbol that has rep- 
resented Hard Rock’s around 
the world — their legendary 
Gibson guitar. 

Invited guests from the 
Seminole Tribe were asked to 
do the first-ever sound check at 
the park on May 10. They 
received the VIP treatment 
including a special room for 
relaxation at the park’s Peavey 
Lounge and backstage passes 
so they could see behind-the- 
scenes aspects of the park. 

The 5 5 -acre park — the 
first theme park to be built in 
almost a decade — should be 
open in the spring of next year. 
It will feature a melting pot of 
musical genres, with themed 
areas including “Cool Coun- 
try,” “Rock ‘n’ Roll Heaven,” 
“British Invasion,” and more, 
that all feature rides and attrac- 


tions related to each genre. 

With ongoing live enter- 
tainment shows and rides for 
kids of all ages, the park offers 
something for all its guests. 
However, the Hard Rock 
Park’s biggest spectacle, and 
their signature roller coaster, is 
Led Zeppelin- The Ride, which 
takes riders 15 stories high at 
65 mph as Led Zeppelin’s clas- 
sic song “Whole Lotta Love” 
plays in the background. 

Hard Rock Park CEO 
Steven Goodwin said what 
separates this theme park from 
the rest throughout the world is 
that families can play together 
and stay together, improving 
the quality of a family vaca- 
tion. Goodwin and CFO John 
Binkowski have been honing 
their vision for more than 
seven years and saved a seat 
for the Seminole Tribe on this 
amazing ride. 

For more information on 
the Hard Rock Park, please see 
www.hardrockpark.com. 



Submitted by Hard Rock Park 

Hard Rock’s recognizable Gibson guitar stands at the entrance. 



Emma Johns carries the American flag during 
the Grand Entry of the 2001 Cinco de Mayo 
Rodeo in Immokalee. 


Board Meets 
in Hollywood 

BY CHR IS JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Tribal 
Board of Directors met for a special 
meeting on the Hollywood Reservation 
on May 28. They passed four resolutions, 
including: 

Resolution 5: Authority to enter into 
management agreement for the operation 
of the Big Cypress Rock Pit; 

Resolution 6: Authority to retain 
consultant to reorganize and improve 
operations at the Hollywood Trading 
Post; and 

Resolution 10: Wachovia Bank, 
N.A. line of credit; limited wavier of sov- 
ereign immunity. 



Council 

Continued from page 1 

America, Inc. purchase agreement and 
service contract for two Currency Count- 
er Equipment machines for Seminole 
Hard Rock Hotel and Casino - Holly- 
wood; 

Resolution 34: Atlantic City Coin & 
Slot Service Co., Inc. multi-game propri- 
etary lease and license agreement; ratifi- 
cation; 

Resolution 35: IGT Master Lease 
Agreement; first amendment to master 
lease; ratification; 

Resolution 36: Ratification of the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida filming per- 
mission letter granting the National Wild 
Turkey Federation, Inc., permission to 
film a television show on the Big 
Cypress Seminole Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 41: Issuance of a revo- 
cable permit to Michael Barry Cypress 
for storage and cleaning equipment and 
materials - Big Cypress Seminole Indian 
Reservation; 

Resolution 42: Issuance of a revo- 
cable permit to Norman Jim Huggins for 
equipment storage - Big Cypress Semi- 
nole Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 43: First Amendment to 
business sub-lease no. sl-2604 between 
Dan and Agnes Bowers and Seminole 
Tribe of Florida - Brighton Seminole 
Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 44: Issuance of a revo- 
cable permit by Betty Mae Jumper to 
Clear Channel Outdoor - Hollywood 
Seminole Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 45: Emma Johns 
appointment as Director of Education; 

Resolution 46: Approval of Historic 
Resources Office Intern Handbook and 
Program; 

Resolution 47: IGT equipment pur- 
chase standard terms and conditions 
agreement; limited waiver of sovereign 
immunity; ratification; 

Resolution 48: IGT - Native Ameri- 
can Progressive System Agreement; lim- 
ited waiver of sovereign immunity; rati- 
fication; and 

Resolution 49: The Guardian Life 
Insurance Co. of America lease for com- 
mercial warehouse space for Seminole 
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino - Hollywood; 
limited waiver of sovereign immunity. 
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Billie Johns Sr. Retires After 30 Years 



BY CHRIS J ENKI NS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — After three decades 
of service with the Tribe, Billie Johns Sr. of 
the Big Cypress Water Resources Manage- 
ment Dept, has retired. 

Community members, former co-work- 
ers, well wishers and Tribal representatives 
alike, were on hand to bid him farewell at 
his retirement party, held in the Herman L. 
Osceola Gym May 15. During the ceremo- 
ny, those in attendance reminisced and 
shared stories about Johns, who said he now 
simply wants to spend more time with his 
family. 

“I’m not going anywhere; just going to 
relax a little bit,” Johns said. 

As a former Water Resource Manage- 
ment worker, the 68-year-old ran mainte- 
nance on water pumps and worked closely 
with cattle owners and employees in the 
area. He began his career working with the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) before join- 
ing the Tribal staff in 1978. 

Tribal Council and Board of Directors 
representatives, including President 
Richard Bowers Jr., BC Board Rep. Cicero 
Osceola and Brighton Council Rep. Roger 
Smith, attended the party and offered Johns 
their best wishes as he begins his retirement. 

“It was good to work with Bilhe and I 
learned a lot from him, going back to work- 


ing with the BIA,” Rep. Smith said. 

Tribal citizen and friend Paul Bowers 
spoke about Johns’ diligence and toughness, 
as well as his caring nature, adding, “We’ve 
appreciated working together with him.” 

Johns’ wife, Mary Louise Johns, also 
attended the ceremony. She jokingly said 


she “would rather have him working,” how- 
ever, admits they are taking advantage of all 
their new free time. 

“We have been going to places to see 
the grandkids, so we’re enjoying it all,” she 
said. 


Seminole Hard Rock Winterfest Boat Parade Retreat 


BY BRIANA ABITTAN 
Contributing Writer 

FT. MYERS, Fla. — I had the pleas- 
ure of representing Seminole Broadcasting 
at the 2008 Sem in ole Hard Rock Winterfest 
Boat Parade Retreat, held June 1-2 in Fort 
Myers. 

The committee of approximately 70 
people welcomed me and showcased Semi- 
nole Broadcasting’s story on the 2007 Win- 
terfest Boat Parade. The 15 minute piece, 
reported and written by myself, shot by 
Celso Contreras, and edited by Deeana 
Johnson, was about the Seminole Tribe’s 
involvement with Winterfest as well as with 
Florida’s Intracoastal Waterways in general. 

The committee enjoyed die story and 
learned something new about the Tribe 
through the video. President of Winterfest, 
Inc. Lisa Scott Founds said she hopes to 
show the story in hotel rooms at the Holly- 
wood Seminole Hard Rock Hotel and Casi- 
no to give guests the opportunity to learn 
about the Seminole Tribe of Florida and 
their involvement in neighboring communi- 


ties through Winterfest. 

Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. 
Osceola Jr. will be this year’s Winterfest 


Boat Parade Chairman. The parade will take 
place on Dec. 13. 



Kelly Gregorio, Winterfest 

(L-R) Kathy Keheler, marketing and parade director, Dawn Read, event director, Gary Correll, 
chairman, Briana Abittan, Seminole Broadcasting reporter, and Lisa Scott Founds, president. 



The Trail CERT Team (L-R) Michael Cantu, Mary Jane Billie, Marcella Billie, Greg Kelly, Jenni-Jo Bil- 
lie, Caryn Billie, Hal Grieb (Instructor) and Richard Keyser. 


Trail Seminole CERT Team 
Completes Training Course 


BY HAL GRIEB 
Contributing Writer 

Seven Tribal citizens from the Trail 
Community graduated from the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida’s Community Emergency 
Response Team (CERT) Program on April 
18. 

The Trail CERT team is the third team 
to graduate from the 20 hour training 
regime, and adds to the Big Cypress and 
Hollywood teams. The Trail CERT team 
consists of Michael Cantu, Mary Jane Bil- 
lie, Marcella Billie, Greg Kelly, Caryn Bil- 
lie, Jenni-Jo Billie, and Richard Keyser. 

CERT is a national program within Cit- 
izen Corps, a national safety-based organi- 
zation, developed after the Sept. 1 1 terrorist 
attacks to prepare residents to provide aid to 
their neighbors in times of emergency. 

In extreme disasters and emergencies, 
where seconds can mean survival, the 
CERT training empowers the individual to 
help their family and neighbors in light 
search and rescue, small fires, triage and 
basic first aid. The training consists of 
classroom instruction, hands on training and 
a final mock disaster drill where all blocks 
of instruction are incorporated. 

The Tribal CERT Program is organized 
and coordinated by the Office of Emer- 
gency Management but draws instructors 
from all realms of public safety. Upon grad- 
uation, each team member is awarded a 
CERT bag filled with emergency response 
equipment such as a hard hat, reflective 



Hollywood CERT Team member David Duda plays 
“survivor” for the mock disaster drill. 


vest, first aid kit, multi-purpose tools, and 
gloves. Each reservation team member also 
received a CERT T-shirt with a specific 
color designating their team; the Trail team 
can he seen in gray, Hollywood in red, and 
the Big Cypress team in green. 

CERT Lead Instructor Hal Grieb, from 
the Office of Emergency Management, 
along with co-instructors Rick Ceballos 
from the Seminole Police Dept., Chief 
Brian Brown and Lt. Boh Brown from 
Seminole Fire Rescue, and Amy Howard 
from the Office of Emergency Manage- 
ment, taught the CERT class. 

For more information on CERT team 
membership, please call the Office of Emer- 
gency Management at (954) 894-1070 or e- 
mail Andrea Ward at 

andreaward@semtribe .com. 



Pemayetv Emahakv students wait in line for a look inside the Pilatus P-C 12 Turbo prop plane. 


Students Take Off at Annual Aviation Day 


BY CHRIS JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Tribal Aviation Dept, 
hosted students from Pemayetv Emahakv Charter 
School and the Ahfachkee School at their second annu- 
al Aviation Day, May 16 at the Big Cypress Airport. 

During the event, the students got a chance to see 
what the pilots and department employees do to service 
the needs of Tribal citizens and Tribal representatives. 
Aviation Dept. Director Clint El-Ramey created the 
event last year and said he wants the students to learn 
more about aviation, and possibly spark a career inter- 
est. 

“We hope it opens up a whole new field of inter- 
est,” El-Ramey said. 

As part of Aviation Day, the youth got a chance to 
be up close and personal with six different aviation 
props. Hehcopter and plane aerobatic maneuvers, an 



Chris Jenkins 


Tanner Shore (R) looks inside an Extra 300 LP plane. 



Arnold Billie sits in the co-pilot’s seat on one of the Tribe’s 
helicopters. 


aerial firefighting demonstration, and an aircraft static 
display rounded out the scheduled activities. El-Ramey 
said the department added a new aerobatic airplane rou- 
tine to this year’s event line-up. 

Ahfachkee School second grade teacher Denise 
Gibson said her students benefitted from attending Avi- 
ation Day. She said the event would point those who 
want to pursue an aviation-related career in the right 
direction. 

“It was all a great opportunity for them to get to 
look at and see these planes,” Gibson said. 


SEMINOLE THIflF. OF FLORIDA 



rKIBAL fLUHlK M3L1 If e: 


Attention All Members of the Seminole Tribe of Florida, 

Please be advised that effective immediately a new policy 
has been set regarding Tribal Member Council Briefings. 
There is a five (5) business day deadline for requests to be 
placed on the agenda. 

You are requested contact the Clerk’s Office at 954.966.6300 
extension 11162 to find out the deadline date for your agen- 
da submission. You must also disclose enough information 
about your request so that we may notify all involved tribal 
personnel to attend the briefing. 

Best Regards, 

Mercedes Osceola-Hahn, Tribal Clerk 


“Hi r t have prom ises to kef.? a miles to go berjki: i sleep" 
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Miccosukee Chairman 
Visits Seminole Tribune 



(L-R) Executive Assistant to the Chairman Karen Upchurch, 
Chairman Billy Cypress and Seminole Tribune Editor-in-Chief 
Virginia Mitchell. 


Gerald Wheeler Appointed 
Chief Public Safety Officer 

SUBMITTED BY THE HUMAN RESOURCES DEPT. 


HOLLYWOOD — Gerald A. Wheeler has been 
selected to assume the newly-created position of Chief 
Public Safety Officer. 


The position will serve as the 
Executive Officer for the Semi- 
nole Police, Aviation and Emer- 
gency Services Departments. 

Wheeler brings with him 
more than 33 years of experience 
in increasingly complex personnel 
and financial management assign- 
ments, specific to law enforce- 
ment and emergency manage- 
ment, with significant knowledge 
of fire, EMS and aviation servic- 


During his career, Wheeler 
has served as FBI liaison to the 
— International Association of 
Chiefs of Police, as well as senior 
partner of his own Public Safety/Homeland Security con- 
sulting firm. 

He relocated to Florida from his home state of Michi- 
gan, where he earned his Bachelor of Science degree in 
public safety administration from Eastern Michigan Uni- 
versity. 



Gerald A. Wheeler 


Zepeda Hosts Basket Weaving Presentation 


Part of ‘Seminole Moments' Lecture Series 


BY CHRIS JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — As part of the 
ongoing, informative series called 
Seminole Moments, Tribal citizen 
Pedro Zepeda explained the traditional 
process of basket making to an audience 
of Tribal citizens and employees at the 
Community Center on May 2 1 . 

Also known as basketry or basket 
weaving, basket making involves weav- 
ing un-spun fibers, which are usually 
from a vegetable, into a basket. It is also 
one of the oldest and most widely-rec- 
ognizable Native American art forms. 
Zepeda explained that the time involved 
for preparing the baskets involves, first, 
preparation of the materials, followed 
by the actual basket making. 

“I just want to educate people on 
this,” he said. “This is something not 
many people know about.” 

According to Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum Assistant Education Coordina- 
tor Sara Whitehead, the series aims to 
help educate and create an interest in 
Native heritage and arts and crafts. To 
date, the series has highlighted different 
aspects of Seminole culture and history 
through displays, performances, 
demonstrations and lectures. 

“This is both a cultural and educa- 
tional opportunity,” Whitehead said. 


Zepeda said he took an interest in 
basket making at about age 16, learning 
the intricacies of the craft from his 
grandmother. He said his skills have 
improved throughout the years by 
means of trial and error. 

“It is a patience thing with any of 
these traditional crafts,” he said. “I just 
like making things and have an interest 
in doing things nobody else does any- 
more.” 

Big Cypress Library Director John 
Fraser, who was attending his second 
Seminole Moments presentation, said 
the series has helped him become a 
more knowledgeable Tribal employee. 

“The more we know about the 
Tribe in cultural aspects, the better we 
can service and answer questions,” said 
Fraser. 

Zepeda said he uses traditional 
materials such as sweetgrass, palmetto 
and river cane, all of which have an 
interesting historical background. 

Sweetgrass is known as a sacred 
plant in Native culture and has also been 
used in peace and healing rituals. It is 
often burned at the beginning of a 
prayer or ceremony to attract positive 
energy. 

Palmetto, sometimes refereed to as 
saw palmetto, has been a staple food of 
many Native Americans in the South- 
eastern U.S. for centuries and its berries 



Big Cypress Library Director John Fraser looks closely at the basket’s construction. 



have been known for both a food source 
and medicinal or therapeutic use. Native 
American medicine men are said to 
have used the berries as treatment for a 
wide variety of conditions, including 
impotence, inflammation, infertility and 
more. 

River cane is one of the only bam- 
boos native to the U.S., and is also the 
largest of the grass family. Along with 
switch cane, it is found in bottomlands 
near rivers and streams. Some archaeol- 
ogists also believe that river cane bas- 
ketry has existed for 6,000 or more 
years and was even used for construct- 
ing weapons. These baskets occasional- 
ly command prices in the thousands 
with the double weave river cane basket 
being among the hardest indigenous 
skills to leam. 

Whitehead said the series will con- 
tinue through the end of this year, mak- 
ing stops at all reservations, and feature 
topics including: cattle ranching, chick- 
ee building, Tribal museums, bead work 
and missionary work, to name a few. 
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Chris Jenkins 

Pedro Zepeda shows the audience the 
process of constructing traditional baskets. 
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Members of the Tribal Council, veterans and and invited guests at the new memorial veterean’s sculpture on the Big Cypress Reservation. 
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Chris Jenkins 

(L-R) President Richard Bowers Jr. and Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress unveil the bronze sculpture. 



Chris Jenkins 

Ahfachkee school youth read the Pledge of Allegiance to 
the Seminole flag at the ceremony. 



The audience was treated to a mi 
Taps” at the unveiling ceremony. 


Sculpture 

Continued from page 1 

“I always consider it a privilege to represent my 
father [Moses Jumper Sr., U.S. Navy] and uncle 
[Howard Tiger, WWII, Marine],” he added. 

Veteran Stephen Bowers said the memorial serves 
as a reminder of the continual need for Seminole Amer- 
icans and others to serve their country, and hopes the 
sculpture will encourage people to enlist. Two-tour 
Vietnam War veteran David Boh Motlow, who also 
addressed the gathering, echoed Bowers’ sentiment. 


“Our tradition [as Seminoles] requires us to be 
strong for ourselves and our families,” he said. “The 
one thing that you do remember is that you are tied with 
a lot of veterans and soldiers.” 

The ceremony rounded out with the Ahfachkee stu- 
dents reciting the Pledge of Allegiance to the Seminole 
flag, Native recording artist Shea singing “The Nation- 
al Anthem” and appearances by Jr. Miss Seminole 
Amelia Nunez and Little Miss Seminole Brianna Bow- 
ers. In addition, there was a Seminole Color Guard 
presentation, emcee Jumper recited a poem in tribute to 
the vets and there was a special “Military Taps” per- 
formance. 


What This Wall Means to Me 

Dedicated to the Memorial Wall 

I am in awe as I stand among these warriors gathered here today. 

Proud and Honored for the sacrifices you had to pay. 

Words alone cannot express what this day means to me 
A large price was paid that I might speak here about being free. 

This wall reminds me of the Seminole warriors that died for us to stay upon this land. 

Their blood was scattered and soaked within the Florida sand. 

This wall reminds me of my father and uncle who fought in the Second World War. 

They loved this land and its people and were willing to fight for it on distant shore. 

This wall reminds me of all the blood that has been shed, 

On fields of battle there is no skin color, 

For every warrior’s blood is red. 

This wall means our flag can fly proudly in the wind. 

A day to remember where that flag has been. 

This wall means to me that God said all men are equal in His sight. 

And today a price is still being paid for us all to have that right. 

This wall means our skin colors can vary and our cultures are different between me and you. 
But we all stand together for the colors of Red, White and Blue. 

This wall reminds me that battles will continue both near and far away 
What this wall means to me and you is why we are here today. 

We honor you the vets for what you have given for us all, 

You have answered bravely to this country’s call. 

This wall means going to the church of your choice. 

It means having the freedom to speak your voice. 

This wall means we educate our children in any school we say, 

The freedom for Ahfachkee to teach them the Indian way. 

This wall means people no longer have to sit at the rear of the bus or be served their food outside. 
It was a heavy price of why many soldiers died. 

This wall means we give thanks for all you’ve done to allow us to be here today. 

I wish there was more that we could say. 

I look out today and see many faces of people that are neither boastful or loud. 

You are the stewards for this country and to you we are very proud. 

This wall means we remember the warriors of the past. 

We pray that the Creator has now given them true freedom and peace at last. . . 

Today we honor all warriors that have went on into that spirit land. 

They have passed over and before the Breath Giver they will stand. 

This wall means to me you warriors have paid the cost. 

Thank you for that freedom we have never lost. 

And to you Native warriors whose names in our history books you will not find, 

Your memory will never be forgotten in our heart and mind. 

For today we stand as brothers and sisters in this great land of the free, 

We are all Americans, and this is what this wall means to me. 

— Moses Jumper Jr. 



Chris Jenkins 

(L-R) Veterans Larry Mike Osceola II and Stephen Bowers. 



Chris Jenkins 

(L-R) Little Miss Seminole Brianna Bowers and event emcee 
Moses “Bigg” Jumper Jr. 
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Youth Attend Blue Man 
Group Performance 


BY VALERIE MARONE 
Contributing Writer 

ORLANDO — The Brighton Family Services and 
Recreation Departments teamed up to reward 
Brighton’s drug-free youth, who got the chance to see 
the world-famous Blue Man Group perform at the 
Universal Orlando Resort on May 17. 

The 20 youngsters enjoyed the nearly two hour 
performance, complete with high energy live music, 
strobe lights, confetti and of course, the group’s trade- 
mark blue faces. The group’s performance showed 
Brighton’s youth that they really can have a natural 
high. 



Chastity Harmon expresses her delight after seeing the Blue 
Man Group’s concert. 


Two-Part Seminar Teaches Parenting Techniques 
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BY CHRI S JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG C YPRESS — In dual seminars, “Love Them, 
Don’t Indulge Them and Know the Difference” and 
“The Grieving Child,” licensed clinical psychologist 
Dr. Jim Fogarty provided information for parents, 
Tribal faculty and staff at the Family Investment Center 
on June 6. 

As an author, certified school psychologist and 
national lecturer, Fogarty was making his third speak- 
ing engagement with the Tribe. This time, he discussed 
the topics of overindulgence and the grieving process 
for children facing tragedies. 

“This to me is more than just seminars, I get excit- 
ed and passionate about it all,” Fogarty said. 

He revealed that 52 percent of children who are 
overindulged do not love their parents upon becoming 
adults. 

“I want to give parents a way to stay connected to 
ensure they have a loving bond,” he explained. 

He said there are three types of overindulgence: too 
much stuff, over-nurturing and soft structure. Poverty 
and guilt are also two major reasons for overindul- 
gence, according to Fogarty. 

Tribal Employee Assistance Program Director 
Crissie Carter said she learned a lot from the seminar. 

“What I have taken away is that overindulgence is 
more then just about money,” Carter said. “Mentoring 
is very important because it alleviates so many more 
problems later in life.” 

According to Fogarty, overindulgent parents also 
have nine beliefs they hold among others with their 
children including: maintaining constant happiness, the 
“whatever you want” approach, a shield from conse- 
quence, sting free (no discipline or very little) disci- 
pline, holding their children as highest priority within 



Chris Jenkins 


Big Cypress Library Director John Fraser listens attentively 
during the seminar. 



Chris Jenkins 


Clinical Psychologist Dr. Jim Fogarty addresses questions at 
the seminar. 


their family, wishy-washy decision making, being too 
trusting, and “I will correct my own parents’ mistakes” 
approach. 

Among the several ways to stop this trend of 
behavior by parents are: having one television per 
household, know when to make your child feel bad, do 
not soothe your child’s pain with toys or luxuries, know 
that parenting is not a popularity contest, “no” means 
“no,” letting the emotional sting of discipline happen, 
one warning — then discipline, stopping children when 
they interrupt adults, and making them work with 
chores to name a few, Fogarty explained. 

Fogarty also revealed that there are generally five 
emotions involved with grieving: being numb and 
shinned, being in disarray, anger, pining for a particular 
(or more then one) individual, and feelings of anguish. 

He said the age level of the child is a major factor 
in how the child or teen cognitively handles tragedy. A 
child views death as a loss, separation or abandonment 
from birth to age three. From ages three to six a child 
sees things as reversible and temporary. At seven to 
eight years of age a child will begin to see death as 
final. At age nine and up children understand that death 
is final and irreversible. They not only know it could 
happen to someone else hut also to themselves. 

Social support, good self-care, and the passage of 
time are some of the best solutions for grieving accord- 
ing to Fogarty. 

Tribal citizen and employee Sheila Aguilar said she 
can apply what she learned in the seminar to her daily 
life. 

“What I learned is very helpful because I work in 
foster care,” she said. “A lot of what he said could be a 
sign of something, so now I’ll know where [the foster 
youth] are coming from.” 

For more information, log on to overindul- 
gence.com or drjimfogarty.com. 


Keeping Safety in Mind During Summer Fun 



REHS Environmental Health Specialist 


[Editor s Note: Hristu Chepa is a Tribal employee 
with the Environmental Health Program. He can be 
reached at hris- 
tuchepa@semtribe.com 
and (954) 965-1300 with 
any questions or com- 
ments. The opinions he 
expresses are his own.] 

Summer is here and 
that means a lot of fun in 
the sun. But before you 
rush over to your favorite 
pool, there are a few safe- 
ty tips that you should 
remember. 

Did you know that 
drowning is the leading 
cause of unintentional 
death for those 14 and 
younger, and the leading 
cause of death for those 
younger than 5? There are 
more than 7,000 drowning 
deaths nationally each 
year, according to the 
Home Safety Council 
(HSC), a national non- 
profit organization that 
aims to prevent home- 
related injuries. 

Here are some tips 
from the HSC about pool 
safety: 

Never leave children 
unattended even if they 
are good swimmers. 

Flotation devices should 
never be substituted for adult supervision. 

If your child is missing, then the pool should be the 
first place you look. If a child has fallen in the water, 


then seconds count. 

Learn cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) so you 
can act fast if the crises should arise. 

Don’t dive or jump into water that is not at least 12 
feet deep if you are diving off a diving hoard, and nine 
feet deep if you are jump- 
ing directly into a pool. 

No running, horse 
playing, or eating food in 
or around the pool. 

Never swim alone; 
always swim with a 
buddy. Keep an eye on 
each other. Even if you 
are a great swimmer, it is 
always best to have a 
buddy around for extra 
safety. 

Swim only in safe, 
guarded areas. Know how 
deep the water is. Be 
aware that in natural bod- 
ies of water, swift current, 
deep water and/or a sud- 
den drop-off can get you. 

Don’t assume that 
drowning or a drowning 
incident couldn’t happen 
to you or your family. 

And lastly, don’t for- 
get to have fun. 

The Seminole Tribe 
Health Dept, routinely 
and randomly tests the 
Tribe’s community pool 
water. Our inspectors not 
only look for potential 
physical hazards, but they 
also make sure the water 
quality is up to standard. 
We request that those using the pool report any pool- 
related hazards to the attending pool manager or Health 
Dept. 
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By Ramona Kiyoshk 


Red Rooms is a fast-moving and stylishly con- Others rent for a couple of hours to complete an illicit 
ceived package of five short stories offering an insider’s business transaction. Some, hke the terminally ill gay 
look into the lives of the Aboriginal guests in an unex- graphic designer, need anonymity and an un-intrusive 
ceptional neighborhood hotel in the tourist area of a place to die. 

busy Canadian city. Cherie Dimaline, Ojibway/Metis, a Self-definition is the Holy Grail central to all the 
30-something writer who comes from a background of stories. Some of the characters are running from it, oth- 
ers toward it. Some will 
become enlightened and find 
absolution; others will drown 
in the search. In the end, all 
will be snared by the strong 
indigenous blood memories 
that bind us together. 

What impressed me most 
about this book, beside the 
wonderful stories told with 
haunting eloquence, is the 
writer’s universal frames of 
reference. Dimaline effortless- 
ly weaves art, literature, poli- 
tics, history, and world locales 
into her storytelling, as though 
she is intimately familiar with 
the African Ivory Coast, Jean- 
Paul Sartre, New York’s East 
Vihage, world haute couture 
and the back streets of 
Amsterdam. 

Her depiction of resilient 
Native youth in the mean city 
streets is caustic, but opti- 
mistic. However, it is 
Dimaline ’s affectionate famil- 
iarity with modem Native peo- 
ples and their take on family, 
community and identity that 
makes this book memorable. 
Says one of the players about 
the Native social and family 
clutter around her: “It’s hke 
when I feel with all certainty 
that I would rather die than not 
be Native.” 

Red Rooms was pubhshed 
in May 2007, and was newly 
released in trade paperback in 
May 2008. My inspection of key Toronto bookstores 
The hotel fits the description of any chain that revealed that sales are brisk. I hope many of the cus- 
caters to clients who want a clean affordable place to tomers are white. They need to be told, but indigenous 
stay. The guests might need a room for a midweek busi- North Americans will rejoice in knowing that Cherie is 
ness conference or a family weekend at a pow-wow. one of our own. 


journalism and community 
service, puts her creative skills 
to work to tell these stories 
that desperately need to be 
told. 

The stories are related by 
hotel maid Naomi, Dimaline’s 
fly on the wall, who gossips 
with other cleaning staff over 
bad coffee in the stark lunch 
room or while smoking a joint 
in the laundry or in an alley. 
Naomi also gleans details from 
conversations with some of the 
guests, and from their habits, 
their trash and objects they 
forget or abandon in their 
rooms. Using wit and intu- 
ition, this unlikely voyeur cre- 
ates what she imagines to be 
the dramas that propel the 
patrons who pass through her 
rooms, sometimes disappear- 
ing quietly, but just as often 
leaving chaos and contusion in 
their wakes. 

The author knows the 
day-to-day essence of the 
“rez,” and the people who 
leave, only to return, and leave 
again. Native people know 
these stories. They live them, 
but mainstream society sees 
only stereotypes, and most 
new citizens know nothing 
about the original inhabitants 
of this continent. Dimaline’s 
fearless depiction of modem 
Native American minutiae 
bristles with eloquence, 
pathos, humor, grit, energy and hope. 



Title: Red Rooms 
Publisher: Theytus Books, Canada 
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Jessica Osceola Graduates Florida Gulf Coast University 


Seminole Artist Earns Bachelor’s Degree in Fine Arts 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

ESTERO, Fla. — More than 1,000 
students received their diploma from 
Florida Gulf Coast University (FGCU) dur- 
ing the school’s spring commencement cer- 
emony, held at the Germain Arena in Estero, 
Fla. on April 27. 

Dressed in burgundy caps and gowns, 
the graduating class filled the entire arena to 
standing room only capacity. Among the 
graduates was Seminole Tribal citizen 
Jessica Ann Osceola, 23, who received a 
bachelor’s degree from the College of Arts 
and Sciences. 

Osceola is the daughter of Douglas and 
Sandy Osceola and granddaughter of Cory 
and Juanita Osceola. She said she will fur- 
ther her education at the Institute of 
American Indian Arts in Santa Fe, N.M. 

During her time in school, Osceola par- 
ticipated in the Spring Art Opening & 


Exhibition at FGCU 
with her project enti- 
tled “Exploitation of 
the Unidentified.” 

Originally a history 
major, she said she 
was drawn to the art 
world as a means of 
expressing herself 
and the role of Native 
Americans in 

American society. 

“My Seminole 
ancestry and their 
way of life include 
the pride of a people who are known as 
“The Uncon-quered,” she said. “My Irish 
background helps me to blend into the melt- 
ing pot of diversity, struggle and opportuni- 
ty that this country stands for. I am constant- 
ly battling between these two identities and 
the stereotypes conferred upon my cultures 
by society.” 


Standing before her exhibition, she 
pointed to more than 40 molds of her own 
likeness created in plaster, wax, bronze, 
earthenware and fiberglass. 

“To achieve the issue of my identity, I 
needed to put myself into the equation and 
incorporate native materials such as sweet 
grass and palmetto fiber,” Osceola said. 
“Through my artwork I am able to commu- 
nicate my inner thoughts, feelings and life 
experiences in past, present and future.” 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress said, 
“There is an old adage that says, ‘Beauty is 
in the eyes of the beholder,’ and I find it a 
joy and inspiration to behold your creativity 
and talent. I am very proud that you are 
aspiring toward higher education and using 
your talents to create an expression of our 
culture.” 

Osceola’s cousin, Naples Liaison OB 
Osceola Jr., presented her with a special gift 
of a watch acknowledging her graduation 
achievement. 



Jessica Osceola at her art exhibit at the FGCU’s 
College of Fine Arts, which featured more than 
40 molds of her own likeness. 



Bob Knight Photo Service 

Jessica Osceola 



Judy Weeks 

Acting Principal Eileen Hagar hands Steven Frank his eighth grade diploma. 


Ahfachkee School’s 
Class of 2008 Graduates 

Three High School Grads, 15 Middle School 

BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 


Christian Benson graduates from Immokalee 
High School with honors. 

Christian Benson 
Graduates from 
Immokalee High 

Benson to Begin 
Studies at Florida 
State in the Fall 

BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — Immokalee High 
School held its 2008 graduation ceremo- 
ny at the Harborside Convention Center 
in Fort Myers on the evening of May 23. 

Wearing red caps and gowns with 
white accents, 273 graduates marched 
down the aisle to “Pomp and 
Circumstance.” Among these young 
scholars was Christian Benson, 18, 
Panther Clan and daughter of Tommy and 
Dorothy Benson. 

Benson has been an exceptional stu- 
dent during her entire educational career, 
even earning a position in the Beta Honor 
Society. A participant in the Young 
Ambassador’s Program, she has traveled 
to England and France, spending time 
with the families of foreign students and 
visiting historical sites and museums. 

A well-rounded student, Benson was 
not only a scholar, but an athlete as well, 
playing on the Immokalee High School 
girls’ softball team. She also participated 
in numerous extracurricular activities 
such as raising swine in the Immokalee 
Seminole 4-H Program and taking part in 
their annual show and sale projects. 

Benson has already been accepted to 
attend Florida State University where she 
will begin classes in September. With 
several options available, she has not yet 
chosen her major, but is leaning toward 
the legal profession and hopes to return to 
work for the benefit of the Seminole 
Tribal citizens. 


BIG CYPRESS — The Ahfachkee 
School held its 2008 commencement cere- 
mony at the Herman L. Osceola 
Gymnasium on the evening of June 5. 

At the ceremony, Malachi Baker, 
Anthony Balentine, Tana Bear-Osceola, 
Natasha Billie, Stevie Bilhe, Jose Cisneros 
Jr., Kegan Cypress, Kira Cypress, Steven 


Frank, Monique Jimmie, Kaylee Jumper, 
Jessica Lopez, Margie Lugo, Cody Motlow 
and Cooper Rivers, all received their eighth 
grade diplomas. 

The Ahfachkee high school graduating 
Class of 2008 consisted of Alexandra 
Colon, Trisha Walker and Benjamin 
Hernandez. 

The graduates made their entrance to 
the familiar graduation tune “Pomp and 

Please see AHFACHKEE * Page 11 


Preschoolers Honored at Graduation Ceremony 


BY CHRIS JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Nine Ahfachkee 
preschoolers took center stage as Tribal 
Council and Board of Directors members, 
parents, faculty and staff commemorated 
their graduation at a ceremony held in the 
Big Cypress Community Center May 30. 

Nicholas Peter Andrews II, Carlise 
Amillionana Bermudez, Sontino 
Christopher Billie, Elijiah Devon Cook, 
Evan Ryli Cypress, Harmony Madison 
Cypress, Tauni Chase Cypress, Daleen 
Osceola and Lauren Deedra Doctor all 
received their preschool diplomas during 
the ceremony. 

“I was very proud of the children and 
what they have done and were taught, as 
well as the parents,” President Richard 


Bowers Jr. said. “We need to continue to 
give them a fighting chance out there in this 
world.” 

Big Cypress Board Rep. Cicero 
Osceola echoed President Bowers’ senti- 
ment, saying encouraging today’s preschool 
grads is important because “they are going 
to be our next future Tribal leaders, our doc- 
tors and lawyers.” 

Pastor Salaw Hummingbird began the 
graduation program with the invocation, 
followed by Preschool Director Leona 
Tommie Williams, who welcomed those in 
attendance. Next, the preschoolers recited 
the Pledge of Allegiance in both Mikasuki 
and Enghsh, followed by a brief biography 
on each student in Mikasuki. 

The grads entertained the audience 
with performances of songs including 
“London Bridge” and “The Counting 



Chris Jenkins 


Preschooler Harmony Cypress holds a Seminole 
flag and concentrates on reciting the Pledge of 
Allegiance at the graduation ceremony. 

Song,” as well as a theatrical rendition of 
the classic fairytale Goldie Locks and the 
Three Bears. 

Parents Nicholas and Toi Andrews said 
they value what son, Nicholas, has learned 
over the years at Ahfachkee. Father 
Nicholas said the social and cultural aspects 
of his son’s curriculum are the most impor- 
tant aspects of Nicholas’s early education. 

“ft is more culture-oriented for him at 
this stage, and more than you would find at 
any other place,” said Andrews, “ft is one of 
those days when you watch your kid and 
you see the progression from infants to 
walking and talking and playing with their 
friends.” 



Jenice Martin 
Earns College 
Degree 

SUBMITTED BY THE EDUCATION DEPT. 

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Jenice 
Martin, daughter of Stephen Bowers, grad- 
uated from California State University at 
Sacramento on May 24 with a degree in 
international relations. Family from 
Florida and South Dakota attended the cer- 
emony. 

This summer, Martin intends to make 
a trip to Colombia with a non-profit organ- 
ization. She also plans to use the summer 
to study for the LSAT and GRE tests 
required to apply to graduate and law 
schools throughout the next year. With the 
time off, she said she hopes to get work 
experience with a local non-profit. 
Ultimately she would like to work for a 
non-profit or international non-govem- 
mental organization, and has interest in 
working with one of the many Tribal enter- 
prises someday. 

Martin attended college off and on 
more than nine years before enrolling full 
time in a university. It took several years to 
find something she was really passionate 
about that inspired her return to school, 
she said. After a trip to Cuba she chose 
international relations. Her advice to 



Photo Submitted by Jenice Martin 


Jenice Martin and Father Stephen Bowers at 
her May 24 graduation ceremony in California. 


young Tribal citizens is to find something 
of interest and work hard because the 
accomplishment is well worth it. 

“The opportunities that the Tribe 
offers us are endless,” she said “I feel that 
as the next generation of Tribal leaders it is 
our responsibility to go to college so that 
we can keep our Tribe on this path of suc- 
cess.” 



Susan Etxebarria 


Heather Peterson (C) with mother, Loretta, and father, Don. 


Brighton Celebrates High School Graduates 

Heather Peterson, Brittany Smith, Mary Huff, Shelby Huff, 
Lindsay Sauls, Clint Bowers, Dewell Johns Finish High School 


BY SUSAN ETXEBARRIA 
Freelance Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Five Brighton Tribal 
citizens graduated from Okeechobee High 
School on June 5. They are Heather 
Peterson, Brittany Smith, Mary Huff, 
Shelby Huff and Lindsay Sauls. 

The Okeechobee graduation was held 
at the Okeechobee Agri-Civic Center 
where the largest ever graduating class of 
348 seniors received their diplomas. 

Two Brighton seniors graduated from 
First Indian Baptist Academy (FIBA) on 
June 2. The two graduates, Clint Bowers 
and Dewell Johns, received their diplomas 
at the First Indian Baptist Church sanctu- 
ary. 

Heather Peterson 

Heather Peterson, 18, is the daughter 
of Don and Loretta (Huff) Peterson and a 
member of the Big Town Clan. Peterson 
graduated from Okeechobee High School 
with a 4.0 weighted grade point average 
(GPA), which includes her grades as a dual 
enrollment student at Indian River 
Community College (IRCC). 

While still in high school, Peterson 
earned 32 college credits taking general 
education courses at IRCC. With that edge, 
she will speed up the process of getting an 
Associate of Art’s degree in business in the 
coming year. 

Peterson will be transferring in the fall 
to Hillsborough Community College 
(HCC) in Brandon, Fla., and plans to go on 


from there to a four-year university to earn 
a Bachelor’s Degree in business. She said 
she hopes one day to work for the Tribe. 

Peterson was inducted into the 
National Honor Society in 2007; chosen 
twice for her scholastic achievements. She 
was published in the Who’s Who of 
American High School Students in 2006- 
2007 and 2007-2008. She was also induct- 
ed into Phi Theta Kappa, an academic 
society for two-year college students with 
better than a 3.5 GPA. 

“I think that is what I’m most proud of 
because it is college level,” said Peterson. 

She said she will continue to attend 
Phi Theta Kappa meetings at HCC, where 
the members volunteer their time on an 
environmental project. 

During her teen years at Brighton, 
Peterson participated in rodeo as a barrel 
racer. She was the Brighton Jr. Rodeo 
Queen for two years and the Brighton Sr. 
Rodeo Queen 2007-2008. She also held a 
job since the age of 13; first at 
Okeechobee’s only movie theatre and then 
at a veterinary clinic. Peterson is still con- 
sidering taking a veterinary technician 
program. 

“I am proud she has accomplished so 
much because I know she has worked hard 
getting those grades,” said Father, Don. 

“She wants to get a good solid educa- 
tion and discover what she wants to do in 
life,” mother Loretta added. 


Please see BRIGHTON * Page 12 
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Betty Jones Goosens (R) crosses the stage to receive her master’s 
degree in business administration (MBA). 

Betty Jones Goosens 
Receives MBA 

BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

SUNRISE, Fla. — Betty Jones Goosens, Snake Clan, and 
daughter of Martha Jones and the late Harold Jones, attained a 
master’s degree in business (MBA) from Nova Southeastern 
University’s Wayne Huizenga School of Business and Entrepre- 
neurship. The graduation ceremony took place at the Bank 
Atlantic Center in Sunrise on the afternoon of June 7. 

Nearly a dozen Tribal citizens have achieved such a high 
level of education, though none since 2005. 

Goosens, originally from Brighton, and now residing in 
Hollywood, has worked with the Tribe since 1984 in areas 
including housing, social services and education. For the past 
five years she has served as director of Seminole Gaming’s 
Tribal Career Development Program, where she assists Tribal 
citizens as they make their way through the Tribe’s manage- 
ment training program. 

Although she started an undergrad program in legal stud- 
ies, Goosens decided to switch her focus to business. She also 
takes classes for speciahzation certification in international 
business, which she said is important because the Tribe now 
owns an international corporation. 

“I wanted to better understand the business world and see 
why things were done a certain way,” Goosens said. 

Goosens admits, however, that she still maintains an inter- 
est in law and would love to go back to law school full time. 
However, she is focused on her current career, and hopes to one 
day become vice president of Human Resources for Seminole 
Gaming. Goosens said that on her current track, she is well on 
her way to achieving this goal. 


Ahfachkee Eighth 

BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Drug Abuse Resistance 
Education Culmination Program, better known as 
D.A.R.E., has another group of program graduates 
who have heard learned the organization’s drug free 
message. 

On the evening of June 2, parents, teacher, 
friends and the D.A.R.E. grads themselves attended 
a graduation ceremony in recognition of the pro- 
gram’s completion. 

Eighth graders Jessica Lopez and Kaylee 
Jumper led the Pledge of Allegiance to the American 
and Seminole flags before Seminole Police Dept. 
Officer Kelly Taylor. 

“This is not just my job, it is my passion,” she 
said. “I strive to deliver the message to our youth 
that drugs and alcohol are poison.” 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress spoke frankly to 
the parents about the importance of instilling a drug 
free message into their children. 

“It is important to not only teach this program, 
but use it,” he said. “Parents are the role models and 
they must provide the disciple and character build- 
ing from the home. We are the Unconquered Semi- 



Chairman Mitchell Cypress and Lindsey King show off 
their D.A.R.E. Certificates of Recognition. 


Graders Complete D.A.R.E. Program 



Several fifth graders joined the eighth grade graduates in singing “D.A.R.E. to Take a Stand. 


noles and we must not let drugs conquer us.” 

Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. David 
Cypress told the graduates that the choices they 
make will affect their lives long after they are made. 

“Our whole life is a matter of choices,” said 
Rep. Cypress. “When in doubt consider your 
options and make the right choices the first time. It 
is much hardier to reconsider and rebuild your life 
while trying to correct the mistakes you have 
made.” 

As the guest speaker for the evening, Tribal cit- 
izen Lindsey King, daughter of Keeno and Betty 
King, gave a presentation titled “Life Without Drugs 
and Alcohol.” Never having used either one, King 
conveyed the rewards of abstinence and breaking 
the stereotypes set forth about Native Americans. 

King is currently enrolled in a bachelor’s 
degree program at Florida Atlantic University and 
said she eventually wants to be a teacher at Ahfach- 
kee. 

The grads then presented their drug free- 
themed poems and essays to the audience before the 
fifth grade D.A.R.E. grads joined them on stage for 
a musical rendition of “D.A.R.E. to Take a Stand.” 

D.A.R.E. certificates were awarded to: Malachi 
Baker, Anthony Balentine, Tana Bear-Osceola, 
Natasha Billie, Stevie Billie, Jose Cisneros Jr., 
Kegan Cypress, Kira Cypress, Steven Frank, 
Monique Jimmie, Kaylee Jumper, Jessica Lopez, 
Margie Lugo, Cody Motlow and Cooper Rivers. 

Special recognition medals went to Jessica 
Lopez for her poem and Kira Cypress for her essay. 



(L-R) Jessica Lopez and Cooper Rivers make presenta- 
tions at the eighth grade D.A.R.E. graduation. 
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Ahfachkee’s 2008 high school and eighth grade graduating class. 


Recognizing Ahfachkee’s High 
School Class of 2008 


J 


ft I 



Alexandra Colon, Trisha Walker, Benjamin Hernandez 


* Ahfachkee 

Continued from page 9 

Circumstance” played by Music Director 
Lana Payne. The Seminole Color Guard fol- 
lowed them down the aisle, holding the 
American Flag for the Pledge of Allegiance 
and the Seminole Flag for the Miccosukee 
Pledge, presented by Dayra Koenes. 

Native recording artist Henry Battiest 
Jr. sang a moving and inspirational rendi- 
tion of “God Bless the USA,” after which 
emcee Keeno King recognized all the brave 
men and women serving in the U.S. mili- 
tary. 

Ahfachkee Acting Principal Eileen 
Hagar recognized the hard work of the 
school’s staff and student body, telling them 
they — and the school itself — have come 
a long way. 

“When I joined the Ahfachkee staff 
there were only 80 students and today we 
have over 190,” Hagar said. “I have known 
some of these graduates since kindergarten 
and watched them grow with pride. Tonight 
they complete one journey before embark- 
ing on another.” 

Tribal citizen Jarrid Smith, a Florida 
Atlantic University graduate, offered the 


commencement address. Smith has accu- 
mulated an extensive list of achievements in 
sports as well as academics. Having 
excelled on the football field and in the 
classroom, he is a role model for all Semi- 
nole youth. 

“You hold the key to the rest of your 
life,” he said. “There are a lot of right and 
wrong turns ahead of you. Give careful 
thought to your actions and look to your 
family and community for encouragement. 
Your future is their future because you rep- 
resent the Seminole Tribe of tomorrow.” 

Trisha Walker, representing the Class 
of 2008, presented Smith with a gift back- 
pack filled with educational materials. 

President Richard Bowers Jr. remi- 
nisced about growing up in a world where 
no one wanted Indians to attend their 
schools. 

“Our ancestors were without formal 
education and during my youth, boarding 
schools often presented the only chance to 
remedy this situation. Big changes have 
taken place in the past fifty years and you 
must challenge yourself to take advantage 
of your opportunities. You have acquired 
the tools to face the unknown and succeed. 
Know where you come from and never let 
go of your culture.” 



Henry “Junior” Battiest sings “God Bless the 
USA” at the Ahfachkee graduation ceremony. 


Big Cypress Board Rep. Cicero Osceo- 
la took the time to recognize those people 
behind-the-scenes who helped the students 
become graduates — their teachers. 

“We have trusted you with our most 
precious possession, our children,” Rep. 
Osceola said. “You have taken this raw 
material and molded it into vessels to hold 
the knowledge that will provide our future.” 



Jarrid Smith gives the commencement address 
at the Ahfachkee graduation. 


Following a short hiatus from her 
education, in which grad Alexandra 
Colon became a mother, she returned to 
complete her high school curriculum. 

“I have a lot of responsibilities now 
to my son and his future,” she said, “ft 
may be difficult, but I am hoping to fur- 
ther my education. I would like to encour- 
age other young mothers and students 
who have dropped out of school to return 
and complete the task before them.” 

“If I can do it, I know you can!” she 
added. 

Graduate Trisha Walker said she 
loves working with children. A shy young 
woman, she quickly bonds with the 


youngsters and derives a great deal of sat- 
isfaction in helping with their learning 
experiences. She will be joining the 
teaching staff at Ahfachkee as an instruc- 
tional aide while making preparations to 
further her education. 

Benny Hernandez has grown up in a 
world of sports which has included the 
raising of horses, cattle and dogs. As a 
rodeo enthusiast, he has excelled in the 
roping arena, high school rodeo and on 
the open circuit. Hoping to become a vet- 
erinarian, Hernandez has enlisted the 
services of his mentor, Josh Jumper, in 
selecting a rodeo college. 
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Huff played softball, not only during the 
school year, but summer leagues as well. 
She played varsity softball by her freshman 
year at Okeechobee High School. She is 
also a four-year letterman. Huff has been a 
pitcher, played second base and was a key 
player in getting the team to the Florida 
state tournament. 

Huff has received a full softball schol- 
arship to attend St. Petersburg College and 
has also received the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida Billy L. Cypress Scholarship and 
the Brighton Casino Scholarship. 

“I am very proud of Mary graduating 
from high school and her softball achieve- 
ments,” said her mother, Vickey. “We wish 
her good luck and will miss her when she 
goes off the college . . . But now she has to 
do her own laundry.” 

Shelby Huff, Clint Bowers, Lindsay 
Sauls and Dewell Johns 

Shelby Huff, 17, is the daughter of 
Allen and Christy Huff. She graduated from 
Okeechobee High School. Her plans for the 
future are undecided but she does say she 
has an interest in digital design and may go 
on to attend IRCC. 

Clint Bowers is the son of Theresa and 
Marvin Bowers. Bowers earned good 
grades while attending high school at FIBA. 
He also spent nine years in Seminole 4-H 
Club, is past president of the 4-H Steer Club 
and served on the Student Council. 

Bowers said he is glad to finish school. 
He is working this summer as a heavy 
equipment operator at Brighton Reserva- 
tion, a skilled occupation Bowers enjoys, 
and plans to continue. 

Lindsay Sauls, 18, daughter of Leoda 
Poole and Shawn Sauls; and Dewell Johns, 
son of Kim and Marti Johns round out the 
group of graduates from the Brighton 
Reservation. 


Brighton 


Susan Etxebarria 

Graduates (L-R) Brittany Smith, Mary Huff and Shelby Huff. 


Continued from page 9 

Peterson received a State of Florida 
Bright Futures Scholarship for four years of 
college and the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
Billy L. Cypress Scholarship. 

Brittany Smith 

Brittany R. Dyan Smith, 18, is the 
daughter of Brighton Council Rep. Roger 
Smith and wife Diane. She recently made 
front page in the Okeechobee News for 
earning the first place certificate in the 
vocational drafting class, which is related to 
her future career. 

Smith said she is excited to go on to 
college to study architecture. She graduated 
with honors with a 3.5 GPA and is in the 
Honor Society. She plans to attend IRCC at 
Ft. Pierce in the fall where she will study 
architecture. Smith said her dream is to go 
overseas to study the different styles of 
architecture in other countries. 

Smith said she knew she wanted to fol- 
low this dream when she was in her ninth 
grade geometry classes. 

“I loved math and I loved drawing so 
architecture seemed to be the best of both 
worlds,” she explained. 

Smith said she hopes to some day to do 
architectural work for the Tribe. 

In her teens, she played basketball and 
softball. She was also Junior Miss Seminole 
Princess in 2003-2004. Brittany served on 
the Okeechobee High School Student Coun- 
cil two years and was the vice president in 
her senior year. She was the yearbook pho- 


tographer and her picture is this year’s 2008 
cover. 

Smith received a four-year Florida 
Bright Futures Scholarship, A Seminole 
Tribe of Florida Billy L. Cypress Scholar- 
ship and a Brighton Casino Scholarship. 

“I am really proud of my daughter’s 
accomplishments,” said her mother, Diane. 
“Every time she sets a goal she achieves it.” 

Mary Huff 

Mary Huff, 18, is the daughter of John 
Wayne Sr. and Vickey Huff. She recently 
was chosen by the Okeechobee News and 
Publix Stores as Okeechobee High School’s 
“Athlete of the Year” and awarded a $500 
scholarship. 

During her four years of high school, 


Tiffany Billie Graduates Riverside 


BY ELIZABETH LEIBA 
Editor 

ANANDARKO, Okla. — When it 
was time for her daughter Tiffany to grad- 
uate high school, Mom Loraine Billie, said 
she knew she would make the 24 hour 
drive to Central Oklahoma to watch her 
daughter walk across the stage. 

Tiffany Billie, 18, graduated from 
Riverside Indian School in a commence- 
ment ceremony boasting the school’s 
largest graduating class to date. 

“I wanted to cry!” exclaimed Mom 
Loraine. 

Billie was one of 140 seniors who 
received her high school diploma on May 
30. She was also on the school’s basketball 
team and a member of the Homecoming 
Court. 

Her mother said she was vocal about 
her goals at a young age. 

“In third grade or so she said, ‘I’m 
going to go to school, I’m not going to fail. 
I’m going to graduate,’ ” she recalled. 
“And that’s what she did.” 



Submitted by Loraine Billie 

Tiffany Billie 


Demetria Tigertail Earns Diploma 


BY FELIX D0B0SZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Tribal citizen 
Demetria Danae Tigertail was one of 
more than 20 high school students who 
graduated from the Hollywood Christian 
Academy on May 30. 

Her mother, Renee Tigertail, and 
other family members were in atten- 
dance. 

During the ceremony, the grads sat 
front and center, while their families, 
friends and guests sat patiently in the 
school auditorium for the evening’s pro- 
gram to begin. After listening to gradua- 
tion speeches from special guests, the 
audience was eager to get to the best part 
of the evening. Each student crossed the 
stage and received a diploma from the 
principal to cheers and applause. 

Wearing her black cap and gown, 
Tigertail, 18, said she felt good and was 
very excited about her graduation. 

“Finally!” she exclaimed with relief. 

Tigertail added that although she 
isn’t quite sure yet which college to 
attend, she hopes to pursue a promising 
college basketball career to follow her 
highly successful varsity team experi- 
ences. 



Demetria Danae Tigertail 
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Ahfachkee Kindergarteners Move on to First Grade 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Shana Balentine, 
Carlee Billie, Richard Billie, Jalycia Billie- 
Valdez, Brianna Bowers, Elise Brown, 
Charli Frye, Leilani Gopher, Kylen Jumper, 
Tash-Sho-Tah-Che Jumper, Ezekiel 
Roberts, Ricky Rodriguez, Alena Stockton 
and Martha Tiger all received kindergarten 
diplomas at their commencement ceremony, 
held on June 4 at the school. 

Following the entrance processional, 
the 14 students led the Pledge of Allegiance 
to the American and Seminole Flag in Eng- 
lish and Mikasuki, respectively. Rev. Arlen 
Payne offered the invocation prior to the 
welcoming address by Acting Principal 
Eileen Hagar. 

“Everyday you make life better for me, 
your teachers, your parents and your Tribal 
leaders,” she said to the graduates. “It will 
be our joy to see you move up into the first 
grade next year and begin your journey to 
the future.” 

Emcee Keeno King acknowledged the 
work of the school’s kindergarten teachers, 
Jennifer Johnson and Bernadette Schyvinch, 
and their instructional aides, Michelle Walk- 



er and Tara McGee, before introducing the 
guest speakers. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress congratu- 
lated the young students on their newly 
acquired skills. 

“This is just the beginning of a bright 
future for you,” the Chairman said. “I look 
forward to returning here in 12 years and 
see you graduating as seniors. It is your job 
between now and then to get an education.” 

Big Cypress Council Rep. David 
Cypress also spoke at the ceremony. He 
encouraged the parents to maintain an 
active role in their children’s lives. 

“There are basic responsibilities to 
being a parent,” Rep. Cypress said. “Don’t 
let the streets, television or a computer raise 
your children. Be good parents and role 
models and your children will respond.” 

Big Cypress Board Rep. Cicero Osceo- 
la gave the commencement address. 

“As I watched my own son graduate 
from high school the other night, cherished 
memories of the life we have shared passed 
through my mind,” Rep. Osceola said. 
“Now is the time for you to create those 
memories. Communicate with your children 
and be a part of their lives.” 

Continuing, Rep. Osceola said: “I have 
a message for these graduates. Learn from 
your culture, heritage, teachers, families, 



Acting Principal Eileen Hagar presents Bri anna 
Bowers with her kindergarten diploma. 


nature and the environment. These things 
will mold you into the future of the Semi- 
nole Tribe.” 

Calling the kindergarteners to the front 


of the stage, Music Director Lana Payne led 
the children in singing “What Are You 
Going to Be?” Following the song, they 
answered the question with these responses: 
teacher, doctor, cop, astronaut, veterinarian, 
chef and rock star. 




Chairman Mitchell Cypress addresses the Tribal leaders and Ahfachkee School staff members present the kindergarten Class of 2008. 

kindergarten grads. 


Charli Frye, along with her grandfather, Danny 
Jumper, show off her diploma. 
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Travis Pacheco 
Graduates 
Centennial High 

BY ELIZABETH LEIBA 
Editor 

PUEBLO, Colo., — Travis Pacheco 
graduated from Centennial High School in 
commencement ceremonies held May 30. 

Pacheco, 18, was an active member of 
the Junior ROTC for three years, also par- 
ticipating in the Color Guard during his 
high school career. He was also on the 
track team and made the honor roll. 

The Bird Clan member is the son of 
Blake Pacheco of Pueblo, Colo, and 
Naomi Tommie Pacheco from the Big 
Cypress Reservation. Both of his parents 
have actively pursued higher education, 
with his father graduating from the Uni- 
versity of Southern Colorado with a mas- 
ter’s degree and his mother attaining a 
bachelor’s degree in business management 
from Colorado State University in 2005. 

Naturally, they have encouraged 
Travis to excel and were proud of his mak- 
ing the first step in graduating high school. 

Mom Naomi described it as “wonder- 
fill in so many ways.” 



Photo Submitted by the Education Dept. 

Travis Pacheco 


Pacheco has plans to attend the Com- 
munity Transition House in the fall where 
he will take courses in independent living 
and life skills. He will also have an oppor- 
tunity to take classes at Pueblo Communi- 
ty College. 


Gregory Carter Jr. Receives 
High School Diploma 



Photo Submitted by the Education Dept. 

Gregory Carter Jr. 


BY ELIZABETH LEIBA 
Editor 

ORLANDO — Gregory Carter Jr. 
received his high school diploma in a 
commencement ceremony at West Oaks 
Academy on May 30. 

The 18-year-old is the son of Myra 
Jumper, Otter Clan. His grandmother, 
Mary Tigertail, resides in Big Cypress and 
said she is proud of Carter, the second of 
her grandchildren to graduate high school. 

“I feel great!” she exclaimed. “I was 
happy. I have 20 more [grandchildren] to 
graduate.” 

Carter exemplified the meaning of 
student athlete in his four years at the 
Orlando school. He played football and 
basketball during his entire career there 
and was also voted MVP several times. 

He plans to attend Haskell Indian 
Nations University where he hopes to con- 
tinue to play football and study dentistry. 


Ryan Osceola Graduates from Clewiston High School 



BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

CLEWISTON, Lla. — The bleachers 
at the Cane Field Stadium filled to capacity 
on the evening of May 30 for the Clewiston 
High School graduation ceremony. 

Wearing caps and gowns in the class 
colors of blue and gold, 190 graduates filed 
onto the field during the graduation proces- 
sional. 

Among the graduates was Ryan Osceo- 
la, 17, son of Big Cypress Board Rep. Cic- 
ero Osceola and his wife, Celesta. 

Dr. Robert Egley, principal of the 
Clewiston High School, presented the grads 
with their diplomas. Immediately following 
a short pronouncement by Superintendent 
Thomas Conner, the sky exploded with an 
array of congratulatory fireworks. 

In addition to his academic high school 
achievements, Ryan is an avid sports enthu- 
siast. He spent three years playing high 
school football and was a member of the 
Seminole Recreational Basketball Team. 

Enhancing his agricultural interests, 
Osceola participated in the Future Farmers 
of America (FFA) during his freshman year 
and raised one pig and two steers in the 
Seminole 4-H Program. 

Although he has not yet decided on a 
major, Osceola will be attending Haskell 
Indian Nations University in the fall, where 
he hopes to make the football team. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress congratu- 


lated the graduate immediately following 
the ceremony 

“This is the key to the door of the future 
and offers endless possibilities,” the Chair- 
man said, looking at Osceola’s diploma. 
“You have your feet on the path to tomor- 
row and only you can determine where it 
will take you.” 


Dad Cicero Osceola wrapped his son in 
a giant bear hug of congratulations and 
offered advice only a father can provide. 
Surrounded by family members, lifelong 
friends and classmates, he was described as 
having a fun loving, dynamic personality 
that greets life with a smile and enthusiasm. 



Ryan Osceola receives his high school diploma from Dr. Robert Egley. 


Chairman Mitchell Cypress congratulates Ryan Osceola. 
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stars (L-R) Mercedes Davis and Nariah Hollywood and Immokalee’s preschoolers recite the Pledge of Allegiance to start off the ceremony, 
from Immokalee perform at the ceremony. 


Julia Doctor receives her backpack from Parent 
Involvement Coordinator Dawna Bell. 


Hollywood, Immokalee Preschool Graduation 



Marisol Gonzalez 

(L-R) Malacci Young, Noami Osceola, Laterian Picardo, Helesi Two-Shoes and Faith Johns in cos- 
tume portraying what they want to be when they grow up. 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Hollywood and 
Immokalee Seminole Preschools held their gradua- 
tion in the auditorium of Tribal Headquarters on May 
23. 

Language Coordinator Jo Motlow North emceed 
the event and Hollywood Board Rep. Gloria Wilson 
and Ft. Pierce Liaison Sally R. Tommie both wel- 
comed everyone to the graduation of the 18 pre- 
school alumnae. 

Now ready for kindergarten, the little ones put 
on an entertaining show for their famihes. The morn- 
ing was filled with dancing, singing and even poem 
reading. The audience was flooded with tears of joy 
as the children were dressed in costumes portraying 
what they wanted to he when they grow up. 

The children then changed into their caps and 
gowns before walking on stage to introduce them- 
selves. After their introductions, they were presented 
with their graduation diplomas and a back pack filled 
with goodies for their journey on to kindergarten 

The Preschool graduates were: Janae Bankston, 
Caniah Billie, Jay Bowers, Arissa Cypress, Aurora 
Cypress, J’Forrest Cypress, Mercedes Davis, Clarice 
DeMayo, Julia Doctor, Faith Johns, Grace Martinez, 
Nariah Mata, Conchade Osceola, Noami Osceola, 
Laterian Picardo, Jaela Stewart, Helesi Two-Shoes 
and Malacci Young. 



Marisol Gonzalez 

Leanne Diaz and Jahniyah Henry class of 2009 also participated in the 2008 graduation. 
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Pemayetv bmahakv Charter Sc hool 



First and second grade bronze honor roll award recipients: (L-R) Front 
Row) Lucas Osceola, Conner Thomas, Krysta Burton, Cheyene Fish, 
Michael Girtman, Camryn Thomas, Layne Thomas, with their teachers (L- 
R, Back Row) Mrs. Davis, Mrs. Ringstaff, Mrs. Hudson and Mrs. Ball. 



Fifth grade gold honor roll students: (L-R) Layton Thomas, Braceton 
King, teacher, Mr. Brown, Brooke Osceola and Daniel Nunez. 


Fourth grade citizenship award recipients: (L-R) Thomas Bearden, Tyra 
Baker, teacher, Mrs. Tedders, Tamea Allen, Kalgary Johns, teacher, Mrs. 
Williams, Elizabeth Johns, Melany Williams, Lahna Sedatol and Brydgett 
Koontz. 



Fifth grade citizenship award recipients: (L-R) Justice Baker, Toby 
Gopher, teacher, Mrs. Finney, Daniel Nunez and Lindsey Sampson. 



First grade effort awards recipients: (L-R, Front Row) 
Kano Puente, Gage Riddle, Krysta Burton, Alicia Fudge, 
Raeley Matthews, and teachers (L-R, Back Row) Mrs. 
Ringstaff and Mrs. Davis. 



Jeanine Gram 

Third grade gold honor roll students: (L-R) Trevor 
Thomas, Bailey Tedders, their teacher, Mrs. Pryor, Jaden 
Puente and Odessa King. 



Fourth and fifth grade students who earned straight A’s 
all year: (L-R, Front Row) Daniel Nunez, Zachary 
Hudson, Kailin Brown, Melany Williams, (L-R, Back 
Row) Mrs. Williams, Cheyenne Nunez and Mrs. Tedders. 


Pemayetv Emahakv Awards 
Student Achievement 


BY SUSAN ETXEBARRIA 
Freelance Reporter 

BRIGHTON — The fourth and 
final awards assemhly for the 2007- 
2008 school year at Pemayetv Emahakv 
Charter School took place on June 3. It 
was a bittersweet farewell as the his- 
toric school celebrated all the students’ 
achievements and said goodbye to the 
fifth graders who will go on to 
Okeechobee schools. 

Speaking to the students directly, 
Principal Russell Brown expressed the 
feelings of many of the staff, teachers 
and parents. 

“We are excited today, but a little 
sad,” said Brown. “You did a great job 
in your first year at Pemayetv Emahakv 
Charter School. Your hard work and 
good behavior got us off to a good 
start,” 

Unexpectedly, a parent asked to 
speak and Principal Brown welcomed 
Brighton parent, Lisa Osceola, to the 
microphone. 

Osceola praised the staff and teach- 
ers and asked the large crowd of parents 
to give them a hand. She said the school 
has really been great for her daughter. 
She was especially thankful the chil- 
dren are learning their language and 
culture. 

“This is the greatest thing that has 
ever happened here,” she said. 

Osceola said she wishes the school 
could go all the way through high 
school and asked the parents to make 
sure it happens some day. 

Brown thanked Osceola for her 
kind words and he proudly told the par- 
ents that school attendance “was phe- 
nomenal.” He congratulated the parents 
for getting their children to school. 
Then he called Brighton Council Rep. 
Roger Smith forward. 

“We have accomplished one year 
of our new school,” said Rep. Smith. 
“The staff did an excellent job and I 
want to thank Principal Brown on 
behalf of the [Tribal] Council and the 
administration for all they have accom- 
plished,” 

“To finally have a school of our 
own is a dream come true, to be teach- 
ing our children our Creek language 
and our culture,” he added. “I want to 


thank each and every student because 
together you have accomplished so 
much. You are making history and it 
began right here with you.” 

He also reminded the fifth graders 
that they were the first fifth graders to 
attend and the first to leave the school 
and they will be remembered for their 
courage. 

“We want to install a Walk of Fame 
for these students,” he told the parents. 

He said they will put the students’ 
names on the sidewalk of the school so 
that years from now they can return and 
remember how they were the very first 
fifth grade to graduate from Pemayetv 
Emahakv. 

As the children’s names were 
called out for special awards and 
scholastic achievement, they came for- 
ward to receive their ribbons and cer- 
tificates. Brown also announced very 
promising news. Although he did not 
have the scores confirmed, he 
announced that the students passed the 
FCAT with flying colors, even outper- 
forming neighboring schools. 

One of the most prestigious awards 
was the President’s Education Award 
conferred on the students with a letter 
from President George Bush, and his 
wife, Laura. 

The award was given to students 
that “have shown a strong commitment 
to academic excellence and have built a 
solid foundation for a lifetime of 
accomplishment.” 

Anthony Johns received the 
President’s Award for maintaining a 
3.0-3.4 GPA. Brooke Osceola, 
Braceton King, Layton Thomas and 
Daniel Nunez received the award for 
maintaining a GPA of 3. 5-4.0. 

Following the assembly, a special 
party was held for the fifth grade stu- 
dents and their parents in the communi- 
ty room. 

“We have enjoyed a wonderful 
year with these fifth grade students,” 
said Principal Brown. “I am confident 
they have strengthened their academic 
abilities and have developed as individ- 
uals to be successful in middle school. 
If these students give the same effort 
over their remaining school years, as 
they did this year, they will he ready to 
he productive in our community.” 


Pemayety Emahakv Charter School Awards Recipients 


Improvement 

Kindergarten: Jaylen Baker, Jayton Baker 
Laila Bennett ,Waylynn Bennett, Red Heart Billie, 
Dalence Carrillo, Hunter Howard, Kai Osceola, 
Marcie Osceola, Caillou Smith and Araya 
Youngblood. 

First Grade: Andrew Fish, Kyle Palmisano, 
Lance Howard, Caroline Micco, Lucas Osceola, 
Alyke Baker, Blake Baker, Tyler Howard, Luzana 
Venzor and Drake Lawrence. 

Second Grade: Logan Ortiz, Richard Harris, 
Datton Clark, Cady Osceola, Elijah Billie, 

Cheyenne Fish, Billy Yates, Brian Bishop and 
Ivess Baker. 

Citizenship 

First Grade: Keely Billie, Conner Thomas, 
Oscar Yates, Robert Harris, Aleina Micco, Jarrett 
Bert and Aidan Tommie. 

Second Grade: Morgan King, Sunni 
Bearden, Cady Osceola, Reed Gopher, Camryn 
Thomas, Joseph Osceola, Brady Rhodes, Jalynn 
Jones, and Michael Girtman. 

Third Grade: Crysten Smith, Sean Osceola, 
Robert Fudge, Diamond Shore, Rylee Osceola, 
Demetrius Clark, Erik Garcia and Courtney Gore. 

Fourth Grade: Kalgary Johns, Elizabeth 
Johns, Tamea Allen, Melany Williams, Lahna 
Sedatol, Brydgett Koontz, Richard Smith, Tyra 
Baker and Thomas Bearden. 

Fifth Grade: Toby Gopher, Anthony Johns, 
Daniel Nunez, Lindsey Sampson and Justice 
Baker. 

Effort 

Third Grade: Jaden Puente, Trevor Thomas, 
Bailey Tedders, Odessa King Drayton Billie, Lanie 
Sedatol and Bethany Billie. 

Fourth Grade: Lahna Sedatol, Jaron Johns, 
Kalgary Johns, Kailin Brown, Tamea Allen, 
Cheyenne Nunez, Rayven Smith and Tyra Baker. 

Fifth Grade: Korvette Billie, Breanna Billie, 
Joshua Boromei .Deveon Jones, Delaney 
Osceola, Myrick Puente, Lindsey Sampson and 
Cameron Youngblood. 

Perfect Attendance 

First Grade: Lance Howard; Second Grade 
Perfect Attendance: Dyami Nelson, Layne Thomas 
and Aiyana Tommie. 

Third Grade: Eric Puente and Lanie Sedatol. 

Fourth Grade: Tyra Baker, Jaron Johns, 
Brydgett Koontz, Keyana Nelson, Cheyenne 
Nunez, Yopalakiyo Osceola and Lahna Sedatol. 

Fifth Grade: Justice Baker, Deveon Jones, 
Daniel Nunez, Delaney Osceola and Brooke 
Osceola. 

Bronze Award 

First Grade: Second Semester: Krysta 
Burton. 

Second Grade - Second Semester: Rylee 
Smith, Cyrus Smedley, Cheyenne Fish, Michael 
Girtman, Joseph Osceola, Lucas Osceola, Conner 
Thomas, Camryn Thomas and Layne Thomas. 

Fourth Grade (3.0-3.4 GPA): Trista Osceola, 
Tamea Allen, Elizabeth Johns, Jaron Johns, 
Michael Garcia, Chastity Harmon, Imillakiyo 
Osceola and Jayce Smith. 

Fifth Grade (3.0-3.4 GPA): Toby Gopher, J.T. 
Smith and Jennifer Tommie. 

Silver Award 

First Grade - Second Semester: Kyle 
Palmisano, Alyke Baker, Keely Billie, Alicia Fudge, 
Aleina Micco, Aidan Tommie and Isaac Osceola. 

Third Grade (3.0-3.4 GPA): Rylee Osceola, 
Diamond Shore and Crysten Smith; (3.5-3.9 
GPA): Robert Fudge, Sean Osceola, Bethany Billie, 
Ruben Burgess and Erik Garcia. 

Fourth Grade (3.5-3.9 GPA): Zeke Matthews, 
Brydgett Koontz, Dezmon Shore, Yopalakiyo 
Osceola, Joshua Greenbaum, Harley Johns and 
Keyana Nelson. 

Fifth Grade (3.5-3.9 GPA): Anthony Johns. 

Gold Award 

Third Grade (4.0 GPA): Drayton Billie, 

Odessa King, Jaden Puente, Bailey Tedders and 
Trevor Thomas. 

Fourth Grade (4.0 GPA): Kailin Brown, Boyd 
Brown, Cheyenne Nunez, Melany Williams, Allison 
Gopher, Zachary Hudson and Donovan Osceola. 

Fifth Grade (4.0 GPA): Braceton King, Daniel 
Nunez, Brooke Osceola and Layton Thomas. 

Straight A’s 

First Grade - Second Semester: Kano 
Puente, Gage Riddle, Raeley Matthews and 
Caroline Micco; All Year: Caroline Micco, Raeley 
Matthews, Kano Puente and Gage Riddle. 

Second Grade - Second Semester: Sunni 
Bearden, Morgan King, Dyami Nelson and Aiyana 
Tommie. 

Fourth Grade - All Year: Kailin Brown, 
Zachary Hudson and Melany Williams. 

Fifth Grade - All Year: Daniel Nunez. 

President’s Education Awards 


Outstanding Academic Achievement (3.0- 
3.4 GPA): Anthony Johns; (3.5-4.0 GPA): Brooke 
Osceola, Braceton King, Layton Thomas, Daniel 
Nunez. 

Creek Class 

Lorene Gopher’s Classes 

Kindergarten: Most Improved - Aleah Turtle; 
Best Writing Skills - Rubie Osceola; Effort - Red 
Heart Billie; Best Creek Speaker - Aniya Gore. 

First Grade: Most Improved - Jarrett Bert; 
Best Writing Skills - Krysta Burton; Effort - 
Andrew Fish; Best Creek Speaker - Kano Puente. 

Second Grade: Most Improved - Chloe 
Chalfant; Best Writing Skills - Joseph Osceola; 
Effort - Brady Rhodes; Best Creek Speaker - 
Layne Thomas. 

Third Grade: Most Improved - Bailey 
Tedders; Best Writing Skills - Crysten Smith; 
Effort - Drayton Billie; Best Creek Speaker - Sean 
Osceola. 

Fourth Grade: Most Improved - Keyana 
Nelson; Best Writing Skills - Thomas Bearden; 
Effort - Rayven Smith; Best Creek Speaker - 
Donovan Osceola. 

Fifth Grade: Most Improved - Toby Gopher; 
Best Writing Skills - Anthony Johns; Effort - 
Korvette Billie; Best Creek Speaker - Daniel 
Nunez. 

Jenny Shore’s Classes 

Kindergarten: Most Improved - Madisyn 
Osceola; Best Writing Skills - Santiago Billie; 
Effort - Jayton Baker; Best Creek Speaker - 
Jacee Jumper. 

First Grade: Most Improved - Conner 
Thomas; Best Writing Skills - J-Wayco Billie; 
Effort- Keely Billie; Best Creek Speaker - Alyke 
Baker. 

Third Grade: Most Improved - Samuel 
Osceola; Best Writing Skills - Bethany Billie; 

Effort - Kelton Smedley; Best Creek Speaker - 
Erik Garcia. 

Fourth Grade: Most Improved - Royce 
Osceola; Best Writing Skills - Brydgett Koontz; 
Effort - Trista Osceola; Best Creek Speaker - 
Lahna Sedatol. 

Fifth Grade: Most Improved - Lindsey 
Sampson; Best Writing Skills - Jennifer Tommie; 
Effort - Delaney Osceola; Best Creek Speaker - 
Myrick Puente. 

Arts and Crafts/Creek Class 

Nancy Shore’s Classes 

Kindergarten: Most Improved - Red Heart 
Billie and Katie Beck; Craftsmanship - Sage 
Motlow and Madisyn Osceola; Effort - Aniya Gore 
and Bevyn Billie; Best Creek Speakers - Tanner 
Shore and Malcolm Jones. 

First Grade: Most Improved - Alyke Baker 
and Krysta Burton; Craftsmanship - Caroline 
Micco and Aleina Micco; Effort - Keely Billie and 
Aidan Tommie; Best Creek Speakers - Alicia 
Fudge and J-Wayco Billie. 

Second Grade: Most Improved - Aiyana 
Tommie and Logan Ortiz; Craftsmanship - Layne 
Thomas and Cyrus Smedley; Effort - Joseph 
Osceola and Elijah Billie; Best Creek Speakers - 
Chloe Chalfant and Reed Gopher. 

Third Grade Class: Most Improved - Odessa 
King and Bethany Billie; Craftsmanship - Drayton 
Billie and Ruben Burgess; Effort - Crysten Smith 
and Joshua Madrigal; Best Creek Speakers - 
Sean Osceola and Erik Garcia. 

Fourth Grade: Most Improved - Boyd Brown 
and Dezmon Shore; Craftsmanship - Lahna 
Sedatol and Rayven Smith; Effort - Jaron Johns 
and Allison Gopher; Best Creek Speakers - Kailin 
Brown and Melany Williams. 

Fifth Grade: Most Improved - Jennifer 
Tommie and Daniel Nunez; Craftsmanship - J.T. 
Smith and Toby Gopher; Effort - Cameron 
Youngblood and Anthony Johns; Best Creek 
Speakers - Deveon Jones and Layton Thomas. 

100% Club 

Bevyn Billie, Myron Billie, Keira French, 
Caillou Smith, Alexis Gore, Jahbahn Arnold, Kai 
Osceola, Waylynn Bennett, Sage Motlow, Red 
Heart Billie, Rubie Osceola, Donovan Harris, 
Edward Gaucin, Mallorie Thomas, Aniya Gore, 
Awya Youngblood, Jaylen Baker, Tucker Johns, 
Hunter Howard and Dalence Carrillo. 

100 Book Challenge 

Krysta Burton - 1 80 steps; Brady Rhodes - 
115 steps, Joshua Greenbaum - 242 steps, 
Keyana Nelson - 1 00 steps, Joshua Boromei - 
226 steps. 

Student Council Representatives 

First Grade - Mallorie Thomas, Second 
Grade - Lance Howard, Third Grade - Aiyana 
Tommie, Fourth Grade - Rylee Osceola, Fifth 
Grade - Michael Garcia, Six grade - Layton 
Thomas and Delaney Osceola. 


Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School’s Students of the Week 

Students Recognized for the Week of May 5-9 Students Recognized for the Week of May 12-16 Students Recognized for the Week of May 1 9-23 



Kindergarten: 

Miss Robinson - Mallorie Thomas 
Mrs. Webber - Jahbahn Arnold 

First Grade: 

Mrs. Davis - Alyke Baker 
Mrs. Ringstaff - Krysta Burton 

Second Grade: 

Mrs. Ball - Brian Bishop 
Mrs. Hudson - Sunni Bearden 


Third Grade: 

Mrs. Pryor - Trevor Thomas 
Fourth Grade: 

Mrs. Tedders - Melany Williams 
Mrs. Williams - Chastity Harmon 
Mr. Tedders - Dezmon Shore 

Fifth Grade: 

Mrs. Finney - Toby Gopher 


Kindergarten: 

Miss. Robinson - Donovan Harris 
Mrs. Webber - Jayton Baker 

First Grade: 

Mrs. Davis - Robert Harris 
Mrs. Ringstaff - Andrew Fish 

Second Grade: 

Mrs. Hudson - Morgan King 


Third Grade: 

Mrs. Clements - Bethany Billie 
Mrs. Pryor - Drayton Billie 

Fourth Grade: 

Mrs. Tedders - Zeke Matthews 
Mrs. Williams - Tyra Baker 

Fifth Grade: 

Mrs. Finney - Delaney Osceola 


Kindergarten: 

Miss. Robbinson - Rubie Osceola, Kair 
Osceola 

Mrs. Webber - Alexis Gore 
First Grade: 

Mrs. Davis - J-Wayco Billie 
MJrs. Ringstaff - Lance Howard 

Second Grade: 

Mrs. Hudson - Cady Osceola 


Third Grade: 

Mrs. Clements - Courtney Gore 
Mrs. Pryor - Robert Fudge 

Fourth Grade: 

Mrs. Tedders - Jaron Johns 
Mrs. Williams - Thomas Bearden 




Bowlers, Golfers, Billiards Players Compete at Sports Fest 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Athletes represent- 
ing the best in Native billiards, howling and 
golf competed at the 9th Annual Seminole 
Sports Festival, held Memorial Day week- 
end. 

The event, sponsored by the Big 
Cypress Council and Chairman’s Office, 
brought out competitors from various Tribes 
for the all-Indian gathering. 

The howling tournament kicked the 
weekend off, beginning on May 22 at AMF 
Lanes in Pembroke Pines, Fla. This year’s 
bowling tournament drew 50 players from 
all across Indian Country. 

The categories and results are as fol- 
lows: Men’s Singles: 1. Derrick Thomas, 
775, 2. Oliver Wareham, 723, 3. Amos Bil- 
lie, 695, 4. Leon Wilcox Sr., 683, 5. Rufus 
Tiger, 659; Women’s Singles: 1. Patricia 
Wilcox, 816, 2. Toni Johnson, 723, 3. Reina 
Micco, 682, 4. Margaret Wilcox, 675, 5. 
Meredith Bullard, 660. 

Sr. Men’s Singles: 1 . Archie Johns, 668, 
2. Parker Jones, 653, 3. Moses Osceola, 
645, 4. Elbert Snow, 637, 5. Billie Micco, 
628; Sr. Women’s Singles: 1. Linda Tom- 


mie, 700, 2. Diane Smith, 669, 3. Ruby 
Osceola, 633, 4. Rose Jones, 630, 5. Mary 
Jo Micco, 624. 

Men’s Doubles: 1. Kevin Tommie and 
Leon Wilcox II, 1317, 2. George Micco and 
Richard Osceola, 1315, 3. Derrick Thomas 
and Kyle Doney, 1285, 4. Amos Moses Bil- 
lie and Issiah Billie, 1278, 5. Leon Wilcox 
Sr and Marcy Osceola, 1257; Women’s 
Doubles: 1. Meredith Bullard and Alfreda 
Muskett, 1329, 2. Trisha Osceola and 
Amanda Smith, 1327, 3. (tie) Wendi Snow 
and Patty Entry, Margaret Wilcox and Mar- 
ilyn Doney, 1320, 5. Wendi Snow and Shan- 
non Purvis, 1316. 

Mixed Doubles: 1. Patricia Wilcox and 
Leon Wilcox II, 1488, 2. Patty Entry and 
Rufus Tiger, 1422, 3. Pamela Jumper and 
Amos Billie, 1407, 4. Wendi Snow and 
George Micco, 1403, 5. Trisha Osceola and 
Marcy Osceola, 1337. 

Sr. Women’s Doubles: 1. Mary Jo 
Micco and Linda Tommie, 1395, 2. Rose 
Jones and Linda Tommie, 1343, 3. Diane 
Smith and Rose Jones, 1228, 4. Mary Jo 
Micco and Dora Tiger, 1165; Sr. Men’s 
Doubles: 1 . Elbert Snow and Eugene Bow- 
ers, 1338, 2. David Jumper and Archie 
Johns, 1311, 3. Billie Micco and Parker 


Jones, 1269, 4. Moses Osceola and Ronnie 
Doctor, 1225, 5. David Jumper and Eugene 
Bowers 1207. 

Sr. Mixed Doubles: 1. Diane Smith and 
Parker Jones, 1302, 2, Rose Jones and Park- 
er Jones, 1294, 3. (tie) Dora Tiger and 
Moses Osceola, Linda Tommie and Elbert 
Snow, 1266, 5. Linda Tommie and Roger 
Smith, 1261. 

Women’s Teams: 1. Trisha Osceola, 
Toni Johnson, Pamela Jumper and Shannon 
Purvis, 2639, 2. Farrah Jones, Marilyn 
Doney, Margaret Wilcox and Patricia 
Wilcox, 2575, 3. Wendi Snow, Shannon 
Purvis, Patty Entry and Salina Dorgan, 
2549; Men’s Teams: 1. Leon Wilcox II, 
Kevin Tommie, Philmon Bowers and Leon 
Wilcox Sr., 2598, 2. George Micco, Amos 
Billie, Philmon Bowers and Michael Micco, 

2562, 3. Derrick Thomas, Kenny Doney, 
Kyle Doney and Marcy Osceola, 2493. 

Mixed Teams: 1. Margaret Wilcox, 
Patricia Wilcox, Leon Wilcox II and Leon 
Wilcox Sr., 2746, 2. Reina Micco, Alfreda 
Muskett, Leon Wilcox II and Kevin Tom- 
mie, 2582, 3. Alfreda Muskett, Terri Frank, 
Oliver Wareham and Bobby Frank Sr., 

2563. 

Women’s Teams: 1 . Rose Jones, Diane 
Smith, Mary Jo Micco and Linda Tommie. 
2506, 2. Mary Jo Micco, Rose Jones, Dora 
Tiger and Linda Tommie, 2264; 

Sr. Men’s Teams: 1. Billie Micco, 
David Jumper, Elbert Snow and Eugene 
Bowers, 2485, 2. Archie Johns, Billie 





Phalyn Osceola takes a shot during the Tribal Patricia Wilcox, who placed first in Women’s 
pool tournament. Singles with an 816, prepares for her turn. 


Micco, David Jumper and Parker Jones, 
2377, 3. Archie Johns, Parker Johns, Elbert 
Snow and Eugene Bowers, 2296. 

Sr. Mixed Teams: 1. Mary Jo Micco, 
David Jumper, Linda Tommie and Elbert 
Snow, 2592, 2. Mary Jo Micco, Rose Jones, 
Billie Micco and Parker Jones, 2490, 3. 
Diane Smith, Rose Jones, Roger Smith and 
Parker Jones, 2416. 

Next up, the pool tournament, took 
place in the ballrooms of the Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino Hollywood, begin- 
ning May 30, with 110 people competing. 
Categories included 8-Ball, 9-Ball, Teams 
and Scotch Doubles. 

Winners in each category were as fol- 
lows: 8-Ball: Senior Women: 1. Juanita 
Osceola, 2. Jane Freeman, 3. Laura Clay, 4. 
Dale Grasshopper, 5. Diana OnlyAChief; 
Senior Men: 1. Charley LaSarge, 2. Sonny 
Tiger, 3. Roley Johnson, 4. James Kim- 
brough, 5. Frank Henry. 

Women’s Division: 1 . Naomi Williams, 
2. Theresa Nunez, 3. Carrie Williams, 4. 
Phalyn Osceola, 5. Michelle McDermott; 
Men’s Division: 1. Stan Tourangeau, 2. 
Phillip Davis, 3. Frank Wells, 4. Raymond 
Garza Sr., 5. Bon Deere. 

9-Ball: Senior Women: 1 . Juanita Osce- 
ola, 2. Jane Freeman, 3. Shirley Pigeon, 4. 
Louise Osceola, 5. Lee Stokes; Senior Men: 

1. Frank Henry, 2. Ralph Gray, 3. Russell 
Osceola, 4. Roley Johnson, 5. Gary Clay. 

Women’s Division: 1 . Naomi Williams, 

2. Michelle McDermott, 3. Aron Allen, 4. 


Karla Bagley, 5. Phalyn Osceola; Men’s 
Division: 1. Stan Tourangeau, 2. Phil 
Tourangeau, 3. Raymond Garza Sr., 4. Les 
Gourd, 5. Boogie Nunez. 

Teams: Women’s Teams: 1. Wild Frac- 
tion, 2. Rackz w/out Ballz, 3. Fantastix 4, 4. 
Ready or NOT!!, 5. Native Rage; Men: 1. 
Red Stix, 2. All In, 3. Okla Sooners, 4. OKC 
Crew, 5. Seminoles. 

Scotch Doubles: 1. Daniel Littlebear 
and Michelle McDermott, 2. Phil 
Tourangeau and Karla Bagley, 3. Raymond 
Garza and Virginia Billie, 4. Charley 
LaSarge and Aron Allen, 5. Sonny Tiger and 
Theresa Nunez. 

Charley LaSarge, who placed first in 
the Senior Men’s 8-Ball and in the team 
competition, as well as fourth in Scotch 
Doubles, came from Oklahoma for the tour- 
nament. LaSarge said he graduated from 
Sequoyah High School in Tahlequah, along 
with Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. David 
Cypress in 1971. 

Since then he said he has stayed in con- 
tact with Rep. Cypress and attends any 
event that he can. This was his second visit 
to Hollywood, with the first visit to this 
year’s Tribal Fair. 

Sherry King from Big Cypress Recre- 
ation Dept, also attended the Sports Festi- 
val. 

“The event was held for fun and 
healthy competition and fellowship for all 
Tribal members and invited Native Ameri- 
can guests,” King said. 






Tribal Citizens Compete in 9th Annual Golf Sports Fest 


teams played each other at a time on the 
same softball field throughout the day with 
games not ending until 10 p.m. 

Employees were invited to attend and 
participate as well, with Brighton Recre- 
ation Dept. Director of Richard Osceola 
umpiring the game. Seminole Fire Rescue 
and Seminole Police Department employ- 
ees joined in the games. All of the players 
enjoyed the relaxed atmosphere as humor- 
ous announcer John Madrigal joked and 
teased the players. 

For more information about upcoming 
drug-free community events, please call 
Family Services at (863) 763-7700. 


BY FELIX DOBOSZ 
Staff Reporter 

PLANTATION, Fla. — Tribal citizens 
took the green for two days of golf compe- 
tition during the Tribe’s 9th annual Sports 
Festival. 

The fickle South Florida weather coop- 
erated during game play, held Memorial 
Weekend, May 25-26 at Jacaranda Golf 
Club in Plantation, Fla. This gave golfers no 
excuses for any lackluster performances on 
the club’s spectacular green fairways. 

Competitors played 18 holes on day 
one, using the best score from one player on 


Felix DoBosz 

Mitch Osceola takes a big swing, sending the 
ball down the fairway. 


each two-person team. Steve Tooshkenig 
and Ernest Riley took first place with a 
score of 68 in the Two Man Bring Your 
Own Partner event. 

On day two, Joe Osceola and Jeremy 
Harrison came in first in the Two Man Blind 
Draw competition with a score of 65. 

“It’s a very good course and I’m going 
to come back,” Harrison said. 

Senior golfer Lawrence Osceola, who 
took third place with partner KB Campbell 
in the Two Man Blind Draw event agreed, 
saying the course is “one of my favorites.” 

Results from the event were as follows: 

May 25: Two Man Bring Your Own 
Partner: 1 .Steve Tooshkenig & Ernest Riley, 
68, 2. Jimmy Harrison & Jeremy Harrison, 
71, 3. KB Campbell & Lawrence Osceola, 
74, 4. Marcy Osceola & Kyle Doney, 75, 5. 
Virginia Billie & Raymond Garza Sr., 81. 

Closest to the Pin: Men: No. 3: KB 
Campbell, Steve Tooshkenig, No. 8: KB 
Campbell, Steve Tooshkenig; Senior Co- 
Ed: No. 8: Mabel Doctor & Marcy Osceola, 
No. 11: Jackie Thompson, No. 17: Jackie 
Thompson, Senior Men: No. 1 1 : Lawrence 
Osceola, No. 17: Lawrence Osceola. 

Longest Drive: KB Campbell, Roy 
Poole, Virginia Billie. 

May 26: Two Man Blind Draw: 1. Joe 
Osceola & Jeremy Harrison, 65, 2. Steve 
Tooshkenig & Ernest Riley, 66, 3. Virginia 
Billie & Marcy Osceola, 68, 4. Mondo 
Tiger & Kyle Doney, 70, 5. Charlie Cypress 
& Miguel Mata, 70. 

Closest to the Pin: Senior Men: No. 3: 
KB Campbell & Mondo Tiger, No. 8: Salaw 
Hummingbird, No. 13: Lawrence Lano & 
Charlie Cypress, No. 17: Ernest Riley; 
Women: No. 8: Leoda Poole. 

Longest Drive: Joe Osceola Jr., Steve 
Tooskenig. 


Susan Etxebarria 

The Board Team, organized by Board Rep. Johnnie Jones, was made up of employees at the 
Brighton Cattle and Range Operations and their family members and friends. They are (Front Row, 
L-R) Luke Nelson, Rosa Urbina, Jewel Urbina, Stacey Jones, Adam Turtle (Center Row, L-R) Nancy 
Smiley, Jessie Urbina, Johnnie Jones (Back Row, L-R) Larry Howard, Howard Tommie, Emma 
Urbina, Marvin Bowers, David Snow and Danny Harmon. 


Community Participates 
in Softball Game 


(L-R) Mitch Osceola, Lawrence Osceola, Cicero Osceola and Johan Smith on the green. 


Virginia Billie takes hi 


Marvin Bowers prepares to pitch. 


Felix DoBosz 

(L-R) KB Campbell and his partner Lawrence 
Osceola took third place in the Senior Men’s 
Closest to the Pin competition. 


BY SUSAN ETXEBARRIA 
Freelance Reporter 


BRIGHTON — Residents enjoyed 
softball games and a picnic, co-organized 
by Brighton’s Family Services and Recre- 
ation Departments on May 3 1 . 

Valerie Marone of the Brighton Family 
Services/Prevention Dept, welcomed every- 
one present to an “old-fashioned, drug-free 
community picnic.” 

Moms, dads, brothers and sisters 
signed up and joined teams, eager to play. 

Some ball players were parents who admit- 
ted they hadn’t played in years. They came 
out for their kids. 

During the day, six teams formed. Two Susan Etxebarria 

Rosa Urbina hits the ball during the game. 








Youth Fitness Coordinator Gina Allardyce (C) stretches with the 4-year-olds. 


Preschoolers Tumble Their Way 
Through Gymnastics Day 


BY CHRIS JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Ahfachkee Preschool’s 
future gymnasts participated in Gymnastics Day, held at 
the preschool May 19. 

The 1-4 year old preschoolers began the morning 
with warm-up stretching exercises, before beginning 
tumbling work, balance beam walking, mail box bounc- 
ing, and junior mini bars fun. Participants from each 
class received special medals for their involvement in 
the activities. 

Preschool employee Silva Alfaro, from the 2-year- 
old class, said the children take great pride in participat- 
ing in these types of gatherings. She said they feel a 


sense of accomplishment because they all received 
medals for their participation. 

“At the end of the day, they’re so proud and a lot of 
times ask, ‘Where is my medal,’ because they want to 
take them home and show them off to their parents,” 
Alfaro said. 

Tribal Youth Fitness Coordinator Gina Allardyce, 
who has been teaching gymnastics for 17 years, said the 
sport has helped the youngsters learn hand, eye and foot 
coordination, discipline, confidence and more. She said 
she enjoys the excitement and joy she has received 
from working with the children. 

“I just love kids and adore them,” Allardyce said. 
“I love seeing their faces when they accomplish some- 
thing good.” 


Chris Jenkins 

Kadin Tommie practices his routine on the junior mini bars 
with the help of Youth Fitness Coordinator Gina Allardyce. 


Cyiah Avila shows off her balancing skills. 


Criminal Defense 


Seminole Team Takes on Hollywood 
Hills Marlins in Semi-Final Game 


BY FELIX DOBOSZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Under 11 Seminole 
Baseball Team Class A had their game face on as they 
competed against nearby rivals, the Hollywood Hills 
Marlins, in semi-finals action, at the Seminole baseball 
diamond June 7. 

Coaches Terry Tartsah and Joe Collins worked 
hard to get these youngsters, some as young as 8, ready 
to play a competitive game. The co-ed Seminole Team 
players scored early, after some errors made by the 
other team, with a score of 6-0 at the end of the second 
inning. 

The Marlins, however, crept up, scoring a run 
every inning after the second. By the end of fourth 
inning, the Seminoles’ gap began to close, though they 
were still in the lead, with the score at 6-4. 

By the sixth and final inning, the Marlins had tied 
the Seminoles 6-6, and needed just one more run to win 
— and they got it with a three run homer to win the 
game 9-6. 

Dad Kenny DeScheenie Sr., whose son Kenny Jr. 
plays on the Seminole Team, attended the nail-hiter of 
a game. 

“That’s the way the ball goes sometimes,” 
DeScheenie said. “They had six runs and held them for 
a while.” 

This was the last game of the Seminole Team’s 
baseball season, but the All-Star game will he coming 
up shortly. Coach Terry Tartsah said he has a lot of 
young kids who have never played at this level and it’s 
really tough on them. He explained that six younger 
kids belonged in the Battam Division but they didn’t 
have enough for a full team, so they combined the two 
divisions to make one large team. 

“They stepped up and did do a great job,” Tartsah 

said. 



Felix DoBosz 


Daniel Rodriguez steals third base. 



Tyson Osceola keeps her eye on the ball as she swings. 



Felix DoBosz 

Luke Baxley Jr. slides into home for the score. 
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Osceola 
Recognized for 
All-Broward 1A-3A 

BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

DAVIE, Fla. — Tribal citizen Ariah 
Osceola was recognized for making All- 
Broward Class 1 A-3A in girl’s basketball at the 
Miami Herald Athletic Awards Banquet held at 
Signature Grand in Davie on May 22. 

Osceola, an eighth grader at Hollywood 
Christian Academy, was one of nearly 500 
Broward County student athletes recognized in 
various sports. She is one of only a handful of 
middle school athletes chosen for this honor. 

The young competitor has been playing 
basketball since about age 8 and said she plans 
to play at the college level in the future. 


At right, Ariah Osceola wears her All-County girl’s 
basketball medal proudly. 
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^_ProtecLyourself fr om - - 
making a mista ke,. ~ — _ 
Practice these simple phrases! 


“No, you can’t search my car.” 
“No, you can’t search my home." 
“No, I don't want to talk with you. 
“Call my lawyer!" 


Call Guy Seligman 

954 - 760-7600 

24 hours a day 
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Seminole Motocross Hosts 3rd 
Annual BC STMX Pro-Am 

Tribal Motocross Racer Billy Nelson Takes Fifth Place 


Arissa Cypress pays close attention to Coach Terry Tartsah 
before attempting to hit the ball. 


Coach Terry Tartsah Leads Seminole T-Ball Team 

Youngsters Finish Winning Season 

BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Terry Tartsah from the 
Hollywood Recreation Dept, is also the coach for the 
Seminole T-Ball Team. Along with Stephen 
Niewodowski, Ron Ward and Mitch Osceola, the four- 
some coach more than a dozen children ranging from 4- 
7 years old. 

Tartsah has been coaching sports for nearly 13 
years and said he has had the privilege to continue 
coaching some players as they leave one age group and 
go on to the next. Seeing them evolve into older athletes 
is one of the best parts of coaching, he said. 

Even though the team is young, they still focus on 
their game. They made it to the semi-finals in T-Ball by 
winning nearly every game they played. Although they 
recently lost a close game that knocked them out of the 
finals, they learned many valuable lessons. 

“They hsten very well and are very enjoyable kids 




BY CHRIS JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Professional and amateur rid- 
ers alike competed on both bikes and quads at the third 
annual STMX Pro-Am, at the Seminole Tribe 
Motocross Park May 17-18. 

The event was a three-moto format, with each 
rider’s combined times determining the winners. There 
also were separate prize categories for the amateurs and 
the pros. 

“This was one of the biggest local races here in the 
state of Florida,” Motocross Director Jack Gorton said. 

Gorton added that the Tribe’s park is becoming one 
of Florida’s most sought after destinations for riders 
and fans. He says the track is ranked as one of the top 
five motocross parks in the country. 

“People just want to come here and compete,” he 

said. 


Chris Jenkins 

Father Ted Nelson Sr. gives his son encouragement on the 
track. 


Professional rider and Tribal citizen Billy Nelson, 
19, was one of 15 who competed in the two-day event. 
After turning pro last year, he finished fifth in each of 
his three races over the weekend. 

“I really enjoy the feeling of riding and when you 
do well it is a really good feeling,” Nelson said. 

He said his strategy coming into any race is simple: 
“You just have to go out and do it. You have to want it 
really bad.” 

Father Ted Nelson Sr., who attended the event to 
support his son, said although Billy is still adjusting 
from a January shoulder surgery, this race helped him 
continue to ease his way back into competing, saying 
the race “was just another test for him both physically 
and mentally.” 

“He is ahead of the pace he needs to be on,” Nelson 
Sr. said. “I told him I would support him 199 percent 
and I’m keeping my word.” 


The team goes over the game plan before they begin. 


Kaiya Drake makes it to second base after being up at bat. 


Mother’s, Father’s Day Bike Parade 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Two-, three-, and four- 
wheeled vehicles made their way throughout the 
Hollywood Reservation for the first-ever Mother’s and 
Father’s Day Bike Parade, held June 6. 

Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola 
Jr.’s office donated the bicycles, tricycles and acces- 
sories to encourage seniors to exercise as an important 
part of maintaining good health. Sporting his bright 
orange helmet with a mohawk, Rep. Osceola joined the 
rest of the pack on the bike ride. 

“Together we can improve our health,” Osceola 
stated. “With diet, sleep, our medications and exercise, 
it brings us one step closer to maintaining a fit life.” 

The seniors began the parade route at the Senior 
Center, then headed north and meandered up and down 
many of the Hollywood Reservation streets. Senior 
Betty Osceola rode her scooter while Maggie Osceola 
and Pat Gopher rode by in a golf cart driven by Robin 
Osceola. 

At the parade’s completion, the seniors made their 


way back to the Senior Center to cool off and enjoy 
some refreshments. They then made their way outside 
to the basketball court to compete in an obstacle course 
set up for them. 

The obstacle course consisted of two different 
activities. First, competitors had to navigate through a 
zig-zag of cones. After completing that task, they tossed 
balls into baskets that were set on the floor. 

The winners were as follows: Timed Zig-Zag: 55- 
64, Co-Ed: 1. Comeha Osceola, 2. Bobbie Bilhe, 3. 
Paul Buster; 65 and Older, Men: 1. Coleman Josh, 2. 
Jimmy Hank Osceola; Women: 1. Mary Gay Osceola, 
2. Judybill Osceola, 3. Lawanna Osceola-Niles. 

Ball Toss: 55-64: 1. (tie) Cornelia Osceola, Paul 
Buster, Bobbie Billie; 65 and Older: 1. (tie) Mary Gay 
Osceola, Judybill Osceola, Lawanna Osceola-Niles, 
Dorothy Tommie; Men’s Division: 1. Coleman Josh, 2. 
Jimmy Hank Osceola; Women’s Division: 1. Betty 
Osceola. 

Participation recognition for the Bike Parade went 
to: Pat Gopher, Maggie Osceola, Priscilla Sayen and 
Max B. Osceola Jr. 
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Marisol Gonzalez 

Priscilla Sayen is only a few numbers away from achieving 
one of two bingos in the first game. 


Marisol Gonzalez 

Mary Gay Osceola goes around another cone in the obstacle 
course, in which she made the best time to win first place. 



Marisol Gonzalez 

Coleman Josh salutes while still managing to balance on his 
bicycle. 


Marisol Gonzalez 

Hollywood Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. sports his helmet 
with a built in mohawk while riding a trike. 



Conchade Osceola at home base after completing a run. 



Sheldon Osceola catches the ball to get the runner out. 





Florida VNEA Pool Championship Held at Hard Rock 


BY FELIX DOBOSZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Valley 
National 8-Ball Association (VNEA) held 
their four day, 26th annual state champi- 
onship competition at the Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino on May 15-18. 

The VNEA set up 48 tables for the 
competition to accommodate all the match- 
es that would take place during this four day 
tournament. Organizers divided players into 
divisions including men’s and women’s sin- 
gles and teams, with teams further broken 
down into the subdivisions Sportsman, 
Expert and State, to ensure even match ups. 

The Men’s Single 8-ball State 
Championship was a tough two-day chal- 
lenge for Tribal citizen David Nunez Jr. 
Nunez said he was surprised he made it to 
the VNEA competition, admitting he enjoys 
shooting pool, but has never won a state 
competition. 

In a race to four games, Nunez took on 
an experienced and highly skilled opponent, 
Paul Colantonio of Deltona, Fla. Though 
Colantonio triumphed, he admitted Nunez 
put up a good fight, earning second place. 

“In the first match, I beat him pretty 
good, 4-1,” Colantonio said. “The second 
match went hill-hill, we were both tied, but 



Felix DoBosz 


Men’s Singles 8-Ball State Champion Paul 
Colantonio. 


he gave me an opportunity to win.” 

Competitor Amy Roche took top hon- 
ors on the women’s side, beating out Tribal 
billiards player Phalyn Osceola, who took 
second place. Tribal citizen Theresa Nunez 
came in third out of the 18 female singles 
competitors. 

Roche, a certified Valley instructor, 
went on to say she has known Osceola and 
Nunez for years, and calls them fine com- 
petitors. She said she always enjoys the 
challenge of playing against them in tourna- 
ments, and commended the two for always 
showing good sportsmanship. 

Results of the 26th Annual VNEA Florida 
State Pool Championship 

Singles Competition: 8-Ball: Women: 
1. Amy Roche, 2. Phalyn Osceola, 3. 
Theresa Nunez, 4. Pam Falcigno, 5. Virginia 
Billie, 6. Courtney Bernard, 7. Connie 
Williams, 8. Lisa Rochester; Men:l. Paul 
Colantonio, 2. David Nunez, 3. Nathan 
Rose, 4. Troy Frank, 5. Bill Bloom, 6. Joel 
Wildgoose, 7. Bill Pierpont, 8. Neal Martin. 

Team Competition: Sportsman: 1. 
Table Hogs, 2. Rack Runners, 3. 8-Up, 4. 
Captain Vinnie’s, 5. Over Forty and Sporty, 
6. Top Self; Expert: 1. Thunder Stixx, 2. I 
Town Seminoles, 3. Night Owls, 4. Wild 
Bunch, 5. Predators, 6. Sharks; State: 1. 
Hidden Agenda, 2. Young Guns, 3. Shock 
and Awe, 4. Top Guns, 5. Cruise Control, 6. 
BA Strokers. 



Felix DoBosz 


BC Council Rep. David Cypress takes aim and 
locks in on his next shot. 



(L-R) Emcee Bill Wilson and 2008 Women’s 
Singles 8-Ball State Champion Amy Roche. 




Felix DoBosz 

David Nunez Jr. came in second place in the 
Men’s Singles 8-Ball State Championship. 



Tribal citizen and Women’s Singles 8-Ball State 
Champ Theresa Nunez. 




Felix DoBosz 

Tribal citizen Amy Osceola Latchford practices 
hand to hand combat. 


Felix DoBosz 

Natoshia Osceola practices a kickboxing drill 
with Master Sifu Nee. 


Self-Defense Classes Help 
Tribal Citizens Get In Shape 


BY FELIX DOBOSZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — A group of about a 
dozen adult Tribal citizens get together 
every weekday for about two hours per 
class to practice self-defense techniques, get 
in shape and have a great time doing it. 

The classes, free for Tribal citizens, are 
taught by Rung Fu Master Sifu Nee from 
Nee’s Rung Fu School in Pembroke Pines, 
Fla. Master Nee instructs the students in the 
areas of kickboxing and hand to hand com- 
bat self-defense in the trailer next to the 
Boys & Girls Club on the Hollywood 
Reservation. 

The kickboxing classes take place 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at noon, 
and Tuesdays and Thursdays at 10:30 a.m. 
Hand to hand combat self-defense classes 
take place Mondays and Wednesdays at 1 
p.m. and Thursdays at 11:30 a.m. 

One of the students, and self-pro- 
claimed recruiting poster girl for the Rung 
Fu classes, Natoshia “Tasha” Osceola, said 
she has enjoyed taking classes for about a 
year. She even takes her children to Master 
Nee’s classes, held Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Thursdays at 3 p.m. for 3-5 year olds 
and at 3:30 p.m. for the 5-6 year olds. 

Osceola said the benefits of the classes 
are numerous and include “weight loss, 
self-control, self-defense and friends.” 

She said the classes are great, starting 
off with a group cardio workout to loud 
dance music, followed by self-defense exer- 
cises taught by Master Nee and his assistant 
Bobby Lee. 

Fellow student Tammy Osceola said 
she likes to attend the classes to stay in 


shape. David Motlow, who attends with his 
wife, Rhonda, said that although he does 
traditional exercises, changing up an exer- 
cise routine will benefit people at any fit- 
ness level. 

“I do a lot of power lifting, but this is 
inner strength cardio and it’s what I really 
like,” he said. 

Amy Osceola Latchford has been tak- 
ing classes for about a year. She said she 
also takes her three sons to Master Nee’s 
classes, and sees the benefits happening for 
her whole family. 

“I like toning up, getting a little weight 
loss and just trying to stay in shape,” she 
said. “I got kids growing up and I want to be 
around for them, so I can chase them around 
when I have to and keep them in fine when 
they get older.” 

For more information, please call 
Master Sifu Nee at (954) 655-2080. 



Felix DoBosz 


(L-R) David Motlow spars with Master Sifu Nee. 
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The third place Tee-Time team of (L-R) Ronnie Doctor, Mabel Doctor, Cornelia Osceola and Bobby Frank. 


Chairman Challenges Golfers to Vie for Top Spots 

Qualifier Earns Players Spots in Jason Taylor Classic 

BY FELIX DOB OSZ 
Staff Reporter 

DAVIE, Fla. — As the shotgun sounded, 
teams of Tribal citizens took the course, eager 
to take part in a golf challenge issued by 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress at Grande Oaks 
Country Club on May 28. 

The Chairman challenged each foursome 
to qualify for a spot to play at the Jason Tay- 
lor Celebrity Golf Classic, held June 1-2 at 
Grande Oaks, and sponsored by the Tribe. Of 
the seven teams that participated, only the top 
three scoring teams would go on to represent 
the Tribe during the Golf Classic. 

The winning teams were: 1. B-l: Marcellus 
Osceola Jr., Allen Huff, Kyle Doney, John 
Madrigal; 2. BC/Immokalee: Mondo Tiger, 

Ricky Doctor, Raymond Garza, Virginia Bil- 
lie; 3. Tee-Time: Cornelia Osceola, Mabel 
Doctor, Ronnie Doctor, Bobby Frank. 

Proceeds from the Jason Taylor Celebrity 
Golf Classic benefitted the Jason Taylor 
Foundation, Holtz Children’s Hospital in 
Miami and Take Stock in Children, a Ft. 

Lauderdale nonprofit organization. 

Moses “Bigg” Jumper Jr. (R) watches the ball after putting on the 
18th hole. 
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Tribal Teams Play in Jason 
Taylor Celebrity Golf Classic 

BC Team Takes Second Place in Charity Tournament 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

DAVIE, Fla. — The Seminole Tribe of Florida and 
The Jason Taylor Foundation kicked off the fifth annu- 
al Seminole Tribe of Florida Jason Taylor Celebrity 
Golf Classic with a gala dinner and auction at the Hard 
Rock Live on June 1 . 

The main event, a celebrity golf tournament held at 
the Grande Oaks Golf Course in Davie, took place the 
following day. 

Proceeds from both the dinner and golf tournament 
benefitted the Jason Taylor Foundation, Holtz Chil- 
dren’s Hospital and Take Stock in Children, three South 
Florida charities. 

“I can’t thank the Tribe enough for all they do for 
us,” Taylor stated. “The Chairman has been great and 
with this relationship we are able to help the children 
that need it most in our area.” 

Taylor said though the competitors came ready to 
play some golf, they all had a bigger goal in mind — to 
raise money and help the kids who need it most. This 
year, his foundation wanted to beat last year’s goal of 
raising nearly a half a million dollars. 

Three Seminole teams had qualified to make it to 



As he kneels down, Mondo Tiger measures the distance 
from his ball to the hole before attempting his putt. 



Kyle Doney places his tee and ball on the green in prepara- 
tion for his turn. 


the classic: B-l: Marcellus Osceola Jr., Allen Huff, 
Kyle Doney and John Madrigal; BC/Immokalee: 
Mondo Tiger, Ricky Doctor, Raymond Garza and Vir- 
ginia Billie and Tee-Time: Cornelia Osceola, Mabel 
Doctor, Ronnie Doctor and Bobby Frank. 

The B/C Immokalee team placed second in the 
tournament with a score of 53. 



(L-R) Jason Taylor watches as John Madrigal of the B-l 
Team sets up his shot. 



The Ahfachkee School students show their support with handmade posters in recognition of National Stroke Awareness Month. 


Students Take on Staff in Basketball Game 



Chris Jenkins 


Danielle Jumper-Frye of the Women’s Staff Team 
dribbles up court. 


BY CHRIS JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The 
Ahfachkee School staff and students 
competed for court supremacy and 
bragging rights in a student vs. staff 
basketball competition May 20. 

The games were divided into 
two halves, separated by gender, 
with the women’s teams squaring 
off first. After the first quarter, the 
students held on to a slim 4-2 lead. 
They would go on to bust the game 
open in the second quarter, however, 
cruising to a 16-6 victory. 

“It was easy,” student Terinna 
Cypress jokingly said. “It was easi- 
er to play against them because they 
are old.” 


“It was really fun also 
because we ran them,” she 
added. 

In the Men’s division, 
the students held a three 
point lead, 19-16, at the end 
of the first quarter. However, 
in the second quarter, the 
staff went on a 15-2 run, and 
won the game 31-21. 

“It was nice [to win] 
because we lost earlier in the 
year,” Seventh Grade 
Teacher’s Aide Dustin Tiger 
said. “The kids had been 
bragging since the last game 
so we had to quiet them up.” 

This was the fourth stu- 
dents vs. staff game for 
Ahfachkee School Dean of 
Students Dominique 
Troadec. He said the 
games help build better 
relationships between 
the staff members and 
the school’s students. 

“They get to see us in a 
different role and they’re also a 
little hit more relaxed with us 
which helps us in the work 
environment,” Troadec said. 

The day also featured a 
student- staff rowing contest, a 
poster contest for each grade 
level and a halftime Men’s and 
Women’s three point shooting 
contest. Students Terinna 
Cypress and Allen Hernandez 
took first place for the 
Women’s and Men’s Student 


Teams, respectively, and Jeannette 
Cypress and Dustin Tiger took the 
top honors in the Women’s and 
Men’s Staff Teams, respectively. 

The students also created 
posters in an effort to bring more 
awareness to National Stroke 
Awareness Month, observed in May. 
Ms. Flores’ pre-kindergarten class 
won the contest and received the 
school’s Wooden Tomahawk. The 
award rotates among the Ahfachkee 
classes, and goes to the class that 
displays the most spirit at school 
events. 





Students and staff members participate in a 
special rowing contest as they make their way 
towards the finish line at half court. 




EIRA Riders Compete in Sports Fest Rodeo 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — In conjunction with the 9th 
Annual Sports Festival taking place in Hollywood dur- 
ing Memorial Day Weekend, Eastern Indian Rodeo 
Association (EIRA) athletes competed in the Sports 
Festival Rodeo, held May 17 at the Big Cypress Enter- 
tainment & Rodeo Complex. 

In recognition of Memorial Day, event organizers 
planned a special tribute at the rodeo’s opening to honor 
the men and women of the Armed Forces. The Grand 
Entry followed the National Anthem and presentation 
of colors. 

The Junior Rodeo began at 5 p.m. with the Mutton 
Bustin’ event. Rayven King and Eecho Billie garnered 
the longest runs for first and second places, respective- 
ly. They were followed by Andre Jumper and Kelton 
Smedley in the Wild Pony Riding Contest. 

With a firm grip on the rope, hand in the air and a 
nod of the head, the Calf, Steer and Junior Bull Riders 
exited the chutes to be spun, twisted and bucked down 
the arena with top honors going to Jobe Johns, Dalton 
Koenes and Billy Foley, respectively. 

The Barrel Racing event was divided into three cat- 
egories by age group with the following first place win- 
ners: Ahnie Jumper, Malanie Perez and Janae Braswell. 
They were followed by Junior Bareback Riders Andrew 
Holmes and Chris Smith. 

Honing their roping skills were Dalton Boney and 
Chebon Gooden in the Junior Breakaway before giving 
up the arena to the Roping Legends Billy Joe Johns and 
Rudy Osceola. 


First and second place winners in the Sanctioned 
Events were as follows: Steer Wrestling: Ivan Bruised 
Head and Greg Louis; Calf Roping: Preston Williams 
and Kyle Dennison; Women’s Breakaway: Boogie 
Jumper and Shelby Osceola; Team Roping: Josh 
Jumper/Preston Williams and Wilse Bruised 
Head/Happy Jumper; Barrel Racing: Boogie Jumper 
and Sheyanna Osceola; Bull Riding: Casey McDonald 
and Greg Louis. 


Judy Weeks 

Dalton Koenes fights to keep his balance in the Steer Riding 
competition. 




Cheehuntamo, 

As the President of the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida, Inc., I would like to 
take this opportunity to encourage par- 
ticipation in the Professional Cowboy 
Association Rodeo & Fireworks event, 
held July 4-5 in Brighton. We encour- 
age all to attend because without all of 
our visitors’ support, our rodeo would 
not be a success. 

I want to thank all those who help 
us make this event a continued success 
for the Brighton Community and Semi- 
nole Tribe of Florida. 

I hope that everyone enjoys this 
great weekend and best of luck to all 
the cowgirls and cowboys. 

Sho Naa Bish, 

Richard Bowers Jr., President 

Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc. 
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Immokalee 
Holds Family 
Health Fair 

BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — The Seminole 
Health Department hosted a Family Health 
Fair in Immokalee on May 28. 

The fair was sponsored hy all the 
major administrative and community serv- 
ice departments, including Collier County 
Health Dept. Booths lining the walls of the 
Gym offered valuable information to build 
a highway to a healthy, balanced lifestyle. 

Information on a variety of health- 
related topics including diabetes, cancer, 
smoking, pregnancy and fitness, was dis- 
tributed to fair participants. Blood sugar 
and pressure checks also were available. 

A highlight of the day’s activities was 
the rock climbing wall supplied by the 
National Guard Drug Demand Reduction 
Team. Their program encompasses charac- 
ter building, encouragement and physical 
challenges. 

From small children to healthy young 
adults and senior citizens, long lines of 
contenders attempted the assault on the 
wall and surprised themselves with their 
achievements, while bystanders cheered 
them upward. 




Mary Lou Alvarado (L) administers blood sugar tests at the Immokalee Health Fair. 



Judy Weeks 

Mary Lou Alvarado (R) demonstrates the 
importance of keeping a close eye on blood 
pressure to Kenny Joe Davis of the 
immokalee Seminole Ranch. 



(L-R) Nancy Motlow and Linda Frank learn how 
to make healthy choices at the fair. 



Linda Freeman from Immokalee Family Services Cris Marrero (C) makes the community aware of the healthy literature available through the 

grabs a handhold on the climbing wall. Library as Efrain Marrero Jr. (L) offers suggestions to the public. 



Team Seminole Walks, Collects Donations for Cystic Fibrosis 


Team Seminole met at Lake’s Park in Fort Myers on May 3 to walk for the bene- 
fit of victims of Cystic Fibrosis like Tribal descendant Shyanna Escobar (C) from 
Immokalee. Of the 27 teams participating, Team Seminole relieved a medal for 
the most donations collected. 


Shyanna Escobar (C) wears the medal Team Seminole 
earned for collecting the most donations. She is support- 
ed by (L-R) Mother Noemi and grandmother, Rebecca 
Martinez. 



By Fred Cicetti 

[Editor s Note: Fred Cicetti is a syndi- 
cated columnist who writes about issues 
concerning senior citizens’ health. The 
opinions he expresses are his own. If you 
would like to ask a question, please write 
fred@healthygeezer.com. All Rights 
Reserved © 2008 by Fred Cicetti.] 

I had an aging aunt who fell and 
II broke her hip. She was never the 
same after that. Now that I’m old 
myself, I’m worried about falling. What 
should I do about this? 

A Well, first of all, you can’t go around 
worrying about falling or you won’t 
be relaxed — which can lead to a fall. 
So, you should concentrate on employing 
techniques to avoid falls and then don’t let 
the fear take over you mind. However, 
respecting the dangers of falling is justified, 
given the statistics. 

Among older adults, falls are the lead- 
ing cause of injury deaths and the most 
common cause of nonfatal injuries and hos- 
pital admissions for trauma. Of all fall-relat- 
ed fractures, hip breaks cause the greatest 
number of deaths and lead to the most 
severe health problems and reduced quality 
of life. 

As we age, the power of our senses, 
reflexes and coordination diminishes. Mal- 
adies and the medicines we take for them 
can contribute to balance problems. Then 
there’s osteoporosis, a disease that makes 
bones more likely to snap. 

There are many steps you can take to 
prevent a fall and the possibility of breaking 
a bone. I’m dedicating the remainder of this 
column to the best tips I collected from a 
variety of experts: 

Get your hones tested. Your doctor can 
prescribe medications that will make your 
bones harder to break. 

Regular exercise makes you stronger 
and keeps your joints, tendons, and liga- 
ments flexible. Weight-hearing exercise 
such as walking may slow hone loss from 
osteoporosis. 

Alcohol impacts your reflexes and bal- 
ance. Elaboration is unnecessary. 

Get up slowly from lying and sitting to 


feeling light- 
headed. 

Avoid temperature extremes in your 
home; they can make you dizzy. 

Wear rubber-soled, low-heeled shoes. 

Always hold the handrails on stair- 
ways. 

Don’t stand on a chair to get to some- 
thing. Buy a “reach stick,” a grabbing tool 
you can find at many hardware stores. 

Clear floors where you walk. 

Never carry any package that will 
obstruct your view of the next step. 

Mount grab bars near toilets, tubs and 
showers. 

Place non-skid mats, strips, or carpet 
on all surfaces that may get wet, especially 
bathtubs and shower stalls. 

Let the soap suds go down the drain 
before you move around in the shower. If 
you are prone to falling, use a shower chair 
and a handheld shower attachment. 

Put night lights and light switches close 
to your bed. 

Use bright bulbs in your home. 

Keep your telephone near your bed. 
During the day, keep a portable phone with 
you so you won’t have to walk to answer it. 

Tack down all carpets and area rugs. 

Close cabinet doors and drawers so you 
won’t run into them. 

When it rains or snows, consider using 
a cane. 

Use a shoulder bag, fanny pack, or 
backpack to leave hands free. 

Check curb heights before stepping 
down. 

When entering rooms, look for differ- 
ences in floor levels. 

Insure that every room in your home 
has a light switch near the entrance. 

Practice balancing. Hold onto some- 
thing such as a countertop and stand on one 
leg at a time for a minute. Gradually 
increase the time. Try balancing with your 
eyes closed. Stand on your toes, then rock 
back to balance on your heels. Hold each 
position for a count of 10. 

Be especially careful around pets. 
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Hollywood Men’s and Women’s Wellness Fair 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Allied Health Dept., in 
conjunction with the Hollywood Health Dept., hosted 
this year’s annual Wellness Health Fair. The event took 
place in the auditorium lobby of Hollywood Tribal 
Headquarters on May 20. 



Renee Tigertail from the Seminole Clinic tests one partici- 
pant’s blood sugar levels. 


Held annually for nearly a decade, the fair drew a 
crowd of nearly 150 Tribal citizens and employees. 

Attendees made their way from table to table 
where they received health and safety information, with 
some tables also offering various health-related screen- 
ing tests, including tests for blood sugar and cholesterol 
levels and hearing. Of the 17 tables at the Wellness 
Health Fair, six belonged to Seminole Tribe of Florida 
departments, including the Seminole Clinic. 

Renee Tigertail, community health representative 
with the clinic, conducted blood sugar testing for those 
interested in finding out where they stand. Sheameza 
Majid from the Seminole Preschool had her blood sugar 
checked, saying “it is important to get checked to main- 
tain good health.” 

Tigertail also distributed an informational handout 
titled “Diabetes Review,” joining other organizations in 
addressing one of the biggest health issues facing 
Americans and Native Americans today. Besides dia- 
betes, other highlighted topics included blood pressure, 
cholesterol, heart disease and more. 

In addition to those tables set up in the lobby, rep- 
resentatives from Memorial Hospital hosted an inform- 
ative lecture inside the auditorium. Shannon Gaffney, 
ARPN, and Dr. Gus Gonzalez, medical director from 
the Department of Emergency Medicine at Memorial 
Hospital Pembroke’s Urgent Care Center, both 
explained heart disease prevention to the audience. 

Twenty-six attendees even made their way outside 
of the auditorium to the Community Blood Centers of 
South Florida’s Blood Mobile to donate blood. 

For more information on health and wellness-relat- 
ed topics, please contact the Health Dept, at (954) 962- 
2009. 




Dear Health Educator, 

I am a 57-year-old woman. I know that I need to go 
to the doctor, but I am scared of what he might tell me. 
It’s been a long time since I had a check up. Should I 
ask for any special tests for a woman my age? 

Signed, 

White Coat Syndrome 

Dear White Coat Syndrome, 

I understand your reluctance to see your doctor, but 
there is no need to be scared. Any information the doc- 
tor tells you will only help you to take better care of 
yourself. 

It is important to have regular examinations by a 
physician even if you have no health problems. These 
visits are important as the health care team will screen 
for disease, assess health risks, update vaccinations, 
and encourage healthy lifestyles, all in an effort to keep 
you healthy. 

Many health problems go undetected because there 
are no symptoms in the early stages. Routine physicals 
can find problems such as high blood pressure, high 
cholesterol, and high blood glucose before there is per- 
manent damage to the body. 

The first screening completed is a height, weight, 
and body mass index, or BMI. The doctor will check to 
see if you are in the healthy range. An unhealthy weight 
can be a symptom of other disorders. 

Because you are a 57-year-old woman, your doctor 
will complete a breast exam during your physical. You 
will be referred to a radiology center for an annual 
mammogram. Those screenings along with your 
monthly breast self exam will help detect abnormalities 
while still in the very early stages. If you are unsure of 


how to perform a self exam, ask your health care team 
for instruction. 

A pelvic exam and a pap smear should be done dur- 
ing this physical to check for cervical cancer and other 
disorders. Also, sexually transmitted infections such as 
chlamydia can be detected with a pap smear. 

A bone density test can be utilized to check for 
early signs of osteoporosis. 

Complete blood work should be done regularly 
depending on your health. This means you will need to 
give mine and blood samples. Your health care team 
will be looking for a variety of markers that would indi- 
cate if you had a disease or condition that may require 
treatment. An HIV screening can be completed at the 
patient’s request. 

Colon cancer can be detected by screening the 
stool once a year as well as having a colonoscopy once 
every five years. 

Eye exams and hearing screenings are recommend- 
ed at least every two years. 

It is suggested to have a dental exam every six 
months. 

If you have felt hopeless, sad, or lost interest in 
doing things for a period of two weeks, you might be 
depressed. Talk to your doctor about a depression 
screening. 

Talk to your doctor about updating your immuniza- 
tions. Some immunizations, like the flu vaccine are 
given every year. Other vaccines, like the tetanus-diph- 
theria are given every 10 years. 

I hope this helps to make you feel more comfort- 
able about scheduling an appointment with your doctor. 

Sincerely, 

Your Health Educator 




This column is submitted to The Seminole Trib- 
une by members of the Seminole Tribe of Florida’s 
Allied Health Department staff of nutritionist and 
health educators. We welcome all questions and pro- 
vide one on one counseling as well a group lessons 
on a variety of health topics. 

For more information about this topic men- 
tioned in this month’s column, please contact the 
health educator on your reservation. Big Cypress 
Wellness Center, (863) 983-5798, Marjorie Mered- 
ith, Health Educator; Brighton Medical Clinic, (863) 


763-0271, Barbara Boling, Health Educator; Holly- 
wood Medical Clinic, (954) 962-2009, Tina Mennel- 
la, Health Educator; Immokalee Medical Clinic, 
(239) 867-3400, Charlotte Porcaro, Dietitian/Health 
Educator. 

To schedule a consult with your reservation’s 
health educator, please contact: Health Education 
Coordinator Brenda Bordogna, Barbara Boling, 
Brighton Clinic, Marjorie Meredith, Big Cypress 
Clinic, Tina Mennella, Hollywood Clinic and Char- 
lotte Porcaro, Immokalee Clinic. 
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Weight loss winners for the men’s Tribal employee division. 


Seminoles, Employees Shape-Up in BC 

before the diet began, weight gain beyond the previous 
amount weighed due to a lower metabolic rate, and 
finally the dieting process begins all over again. 

Solutions include: staying away from quick-fix 
dieting, aiming for a smaller, realistic weight loss 
amount (two pounds per week), exercising regularly 
using the large muscles, having small snacks through- 
out the day, and eating less and moving more. 

The winners of the Seminole Shape-Up weight loss 
contest were: Tribal Citizens - Men: 1 . Phillip Jumper, 
2. Charlie Cypress, 3. Cory Wilcox; Women: 1. Myra 
Jumper, Sheila Aguilar, 3. Alice Billie. Tribal Employ- 
ees - Men: 1. Raymon, Sandoval, 2. William Engel, 3. 
D.J. Tille; Women - 1. Pam Currington, 2. Jackuelene 
Ward, 3. Wendy Cypress. 




First place Tribal men’s winner Phillip Jumper. 


BY CHRIS JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — What started two years ago is 
still going strong as Tribal members and employees 
were rewarded for losing those extra pounds June 1 1 in 
the latest Seminole Shape-up weight loss contest. 

The Community Center played host with awards, 
door prizes and lunch catered by the Renegade Bar- 
beque Company. 

“There was a lot of weight lost by everyone and 
they did a good job,” said Edna McDuffie of the Tribal 
Health Community Outreach Program. 

“Just entering the contest makes you a winner 
because you are doing something healthy,” said Tribal 
Allied Healthcare Program Manager Suzanne Davis. 

The day also featured a special presentation on 
weight cycling and yo-yo dieting. 

Weight cycling is the repeated loss and regaining 
of body weight. University of Kentucky and Washing- 
ton studies found that men who repeatedly lose and 
regain 20 or more pounds were 76 percent more likely 
to develop gallstones; there is also a connection 
between the number of times a woman loses weight 
intentionally and long term immune system function- 
ing. 

Yo-Yo dieting causes a starvation response. The 
body will adapt when exposed to weight loss diets, par- 
ticularly when dieting is not combined with any exer- 
cise. The body lowers its metabolic rate in order to cope 
with starvation. 

A trend soon follows: beginning with a quick 
weight loss diet with no exercise, a lower metabolic rate 
which causes the body to bum fewer calories, a stop in 
dieting, a return to the same eating habits and amounts 
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FrontRowUSA.com 


Ticket Brokers 


Concerts [ Theatre [ Sports 

Local, National, and Worldwide Events 

* 

At FrontRowUSA, ticket 
buying is hassle-free 
and there are no 
questions as to where 
the seats are located. 

Let us, your expert 
ticket broker, take care 
of everything . 

FrontRowUSA is up 
front and honest, 
putting you up front! 



ALL CONCERTS, LAS VEGAS EVENTS, 
SPORTS AND THEATRE 
TICKETS AVAILABLE NATIONWIDE 
AND WORLDWIDE ORDER YOUR 
TICKETS ONLINE AT 
WWW.FRONTROWUSA.COM 
OR BY PHONE 

(954) 455-1929 OR (800) 446 8499 

WE DELIVER TO YOU! ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

* Proudly 5erving the Seminole & Miccosukee Tribe for over 15 years! * 


Top Concerts 

DAVE MATTHEWS BAND 
TOM PETTY 
GEORGE MICHAEL 
20'S SUMMER GROOVE 


Top Sports 

ALL NFL. NBA. MLB. 

NHL TEAMS 
MIAMI DOLPHINS 
MIAMI HEAT 
ORANGE BOWL 
SUPER BOWL 
MIAMI HURRICANES 
FSU SEMINOLES 
ALL NASCAR EVENTS 
YOUR SUPER BOWL 
SPECIALIST 

GET YOUR TICKETS NOW' 
PRO BULL RIDERS 
WORLD FINALS 
(LAS VEGAS} 

HARLEM GLOBETROTTERS 

Top Theatre 

GUITARS AND SAXES 

SPECIALIZING IN 
ALL KIDS EVENTS 
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AND 


Huge Selection Of Preowned! 
All Makes And Models! 



Service And Parts Specials 
Always Available! Come By Or 
Just Give Us A Call! 


1 - 866 - 619-7011 


See Your New Ford For 
Less Somewhere Else? 
We’ll Beat Their Price! 
Just Call Us! 


8655 Pines Blvd. 
HOLLYWOOD & PINES BLVD. 
IN PEMBROKE PINES! 


OPEN 7 DAYS 





In Memoriam 


Birthdays 


Billy Jimmie Osceola 

June 17, 1975 -April 12, 2007 
Rest In Peace, Honey 

It’s been a long, hard year without you by our 
side. We love and miss you so much, but we know 
you’re in heaven looking down on us. No one will 
ever know how much you meant to us and still do 
mean to our children. 

I can’t let you go without letting you know just 
how special you were to me, and still are. I’ll never 
forget the memories we have made as I have spent 
time with you. I’ll always treasure the love I felt when 
I was talking to you and just simply being with you. 
Please know that even though you’re gone, you’ll for- 
ever be in my heart and my thoughts. I’ll never forget 
you; you were my heart, my husband and the father of 


our two boys, Ozzy and Briley. We love and miss you; 
rest in Paradise, until we meet again. 

We love you for ever, ever, and always, 

Your Wife Angel Osceola, and your Sons Ozzy 
and Briley Osceola 


A face we know is missing, a voice we know is still 
A place is vacant in all our hearts that only you could fill 
They sat memories are golden, well maybe that is true 
Wenev er wanted memories, we only wanted you 
A million times we needed you, a million times we cried 
If love alone could have saved you, 

You never would have died 
In life we loved you dearly, in death we love you still 
In our hearts you had a place no one could ever fill 
Our family chain is broken and nothing seems the same 
But as God calls us one by one, the chain will link again 




To my Cousins Ivan, Matt, Seth and her I’m praying for the family and I love y’all. 

Griffin, I love y’all with all my heart. All too Love always, 

soon, my aunt, your Mom Suzanne, was called Susan Erin Billie 

home. I miss and love her always. Just remem- 



In Memory of 
Watch-chee 

I miss you so much grandma 
(Tommie Jumper). You are so 
loved and missed, and remem- 
bered by your whole family. You 
were one tough panther woman, 
the best turtle and deer meat 
cooker, best frybread and sofkee 
maker, best doll and basket 
weaver, and best of all, best 
mom, grandma, great-grandma, 
great-great-grandma, friend, 
good neighbor and Tribal mem- 
ber. 

I still can’t believe you are 
gone. You lived a long, beautiful 
life. You will always have a spe- 
cial place in all our hearts. One 
day we will be with you soon. 

Love, 

Lesley Garcia Billie, James 
II, Cypress, Redheart and 
Analysse 


New Baby 


Leslie Fish and 
Michael Doctor Sr. 
proudly announce 
the birth of their son, 
Michael Ronnie, 
bom May 13 at 
11:27 a.m. He 
weighted 8 pounds, 

1 ounce and was 
19.25 inches long. 
Proud grandparents 
are: Virgil Doctor, 
Terry and Ruth 
Dawson of 
Hollywood, Leo Fish 
Jr. of Oklahoma; 
proud great-grand- 
parents are: Minnie 
B. Doctor, Peggy 
and Don Stivers of 
Hollywood, Jo Ann 
Henry of Ft. 
Lauderdale and Leo 
Fish Sr. of 
Oklahoma 



Classified 


Francoise’s 

Barbershop 

6782 Stirling Road, 
Hollywood, Fla. 33024, 
(954) 987-1309, (954) 
471-2469. 

Where everyone is 
welcome. Skin fade, 
fade, layer cut, flat top, 
unisex color, highlights, 
correction haircut, kids 
and seniors. Enjoy the 
best old fashioned hot 
shave in town! 
European facial, wax- 
ing, $25 spa pedicure 
and manicure combo. 


To my first bom daughter, Anaylysse 
Ah’miah Garcia Stockton (Offitch-chee), 4- 
years-old, you are a very intelligent, brilliant, 
beautiful little Native American princess. You 
are so sweet, so cute and cuddly, so loving, so 
caring and so vibrant. For a little, small soul, 
you have a heart as big as Texas and you 
seem to understand so much for such a little 
princess. 

I love you baby girl. You are so loved 
and admired by all your friends and family. 
Your parents have nothing but love for you 
and so do your three brothers. You are an 
awesome sister as well. I love you. 

Love, 

Mom Lesley Garcia Billie 
Panther Clan 




Happy 7th birthday to my third bom son, Redheart L. 
Billie, on June 4. You are growing up so fast, so cute and 
handsome, and so full of energy. You are always rough and 
tough, but very sensitive at heart and so sweet. 

I know there have been a lot of changes for you lately, 
with you being displaced to another family and suddenly 
moving with your father. I know you are trying to hard to fit 
in. Baby boy, I know it’s rough and tough for you with 
mommy not being there, but it’s going to be OK. You are 
alright. I miss you son, so much. I will always love you, 
baby boy. 

I can hear you in my head, heart and soul, sharing your 
stories and telling me so excitedly what you did at school or 
what happened. My super Rude Boy. I miss you and I can’t 
wait to see you soon. I hope you have a great birthday. I love 
you. 

Love, 

Mom Lesley Garcia Billie 
Panther Clan 


Happy 1st birthday to 
our little lum’he, Gilbert 
Guerrero Jr. (Panther 
Clan), on June 29. 1 can’t 
believe you’re going to be 
1 year old. It doesn’t seem 
like that long ago when we 
first held you in our arms 
on the day you were bom. 
We love you so much. 

Love, 

Grandma Lorraine, 
Grandpa Chris, Aunts 
Michelle, Dannee and 
Tiffany and Uncle Alfred 



Genera! Announcements 



To my first-bom son, James 
E. Billie II (Micco/Kutch-chee-la- 

hoya), I miss you and love you so 
much. I am so proud of you with 
school this year; how you went off 
to Riverside Military Academy and 
how handsome you looked in your 
uniform, marching with your com- 
pany. You went from a 1 .5 GPA to 
a 3.7-plus GPA. Way to go, chief! 

I know you miss me and love 
me so much. I do too, baby. I will 
always have nothing but love for 
you and a very special place in my 
heart. I know you do too. I can’t 
wait to see you soon. 

I want to send a special thank 
you of appreciation and gratitude to 
the Seminole Education Dept., 


especially Mr. Patrick 
McElroy and his assistants 
Angie and Sheila in BC, 
and none other than BC 
Councilman Mr. David 
Cypress and his staff. 

Thank you for such gener- 
ous support and the many 
activities we were able to 
participate in as family. 

To my second bom 
son, Cypress L. Billie (Ko- 
wako/F ush-shee-lush-kee), 
12-years-old, I am so proud 
of you also for getting all 
your pins, stars and stripes 
on your handsome military 
uniform. You are so 
adamant about staying there 
until you graduate, 
being such a great 
leader in your 
Alpha Company 
and keeping your A’s and 
B’s up. You are awesome! 

You were a great little 
All-Star player as well 
during your middle school 
basketball season, making 
all those critical shots in 
the last few minutes or 
even seconds left in the 
game, always throwing 
those three-pointers con- 
sistently back-to-back. 

You were the best defen- 
sive player with all those 
steals, blocks and assists. 

I love you son, and I 


miss you so much. I’m glad your 
big brother went off to school with 
you, especially when he said “I will 
not let my little brother go to 
school alone. I’m not letting him 
go away by himself,” even though I 
was sending both sons. Just to hear 
big brother say that shows me how 
much he loves and cares for you. I 
am glad he was there to watch and 
protect you. You guys are so spe- 
cial to me. I can’t wait to see you 
soon. 

Love, 

Mom Lesley Garcia Billie 
Panther Clan 



To Miah, I love you baby. Thank you from the 
bottom of my heart for being there for me through my 
ups and downs. Please forgive me for this situation I 
have placed on all of us. I appreciate you being a papa 
to our boys and always taking care of us. 

I remember the day we finally met, for some rea- 
son it was the best. Thank you for all the beautiful 
songs you wrote for me, rapping to me. You are one 
handsome and very talented man. I’d have to say I’m 
lucky. I want to make this up to you one day. I love 
you always. 

Love always, 

Lesley Garcia Billie 

“Your Phatty Girl” 
Panther Clan 




Dear Momma, 

Happy belated Mother’s 
Day. Forgive me for all my 
disrespect. Forgive me for all 
said and done. You are my 
Indian Queen. There is not a 
woman alive who can take 
my momma’s place. I love 
you mom, thank you for 
always helping me and my 
family out. 

Also, happy belated 
Mother’s Day to my Aunt 
Dale, Aunt Lucille, Aunt 
Scarlett and the rest of my 
family members who are 
moms. 

Love always, 

Lesley Garcia Billie 
Panther Clan 






Poems 


Look at his fresh, new chain 

Bet it cost him good 

Does his tattoo say “954 Hollywood?” 

How many inches are those shiny chrome 

things his ’08 ride is sitting on? 

And how many young ladies has he been 
hitting on? 

What time does he come home? 

What size are those Coogi jeans? 

Them are dope and hard to find 
Damn them Jordans are throwbacks 
You know he got those online 
I just saw him purchase 20 grape Phillies 
Guess you know where he’s headed 
Dividend sure is paying great these days 
Do you think he remembers commodities? 


Trapped in a world of chaos and sin 
I’ve conditioned myself to be numb, yet 
pain often seeps in, and misery creeps in 
The day begins and I try to ease on 
through, blinded by reality, I turn to you, 
o’ mighty pen, as you guide my hand to jot 
down thoughts, releasing them from their 
cage 18 inches above my heart, where so 
many times before, bad choices were made 
As the world spins at a tremendous speed, 
and life, along with it, moves, I sit and 
ponder and reminisce upon what it is to be 
and what has been 


The strangest thing happened today, 

An invisible mailman passed my way, 

He handed me an envelope that just wasn’t 
there 

An invisible mailman, you know it’s quite 
rare 

I opened the envelope so very wide, 

To find less than nothing inside 

The smell was so faint, as I recall 

In fact, there was no smell at all 

The writing was so neat and so very clean, 

So crystal clear that it couldn’t be seen 

I read the words that I expected to be 

there, 

But, all I could see was invisible air 
I need to hear sweet words, only from you 


If I saw you in Heaven would you know 
my name? 

I know it’s been a minute but I been 
trapped in this game, fighting with these 
demons that made me their slave, search- 
ing for the answers to your early grave 
I know you’re looking down and that you 
can see my pain, as these tears fall like the 
rain 

I miss you and I love you and I want you 
to know, that you’ll always be in my heart 


Probably not. 

What kind of cell phone is that? 

He’s the only one with it on his block 
Now that’s hot 

Fresh, ill, phat, dope, def, ballin’, struttin’, 

sho’nuff looking tight 

The funny thing about him is, I bumped 

into him the other night 

And asked him about the Rez life 

He told me s**t was crazy 

I said “yeah, yeah, I know” 

Then I thought to myself, “He’s got all this 
from the Tribe, yet doesn’t speak a lick of 
Mikasuki and claims to be a real a** 
Seminole” 

Funny 

Dedicated to those without knowledge of self 

— Markell “Ei” Billie 
May 19, 2008 


It is there in thought that I can find many 
things 

Some good, some bad, but always some- 
thing, ya know? 

Where flowers always blossom and joy is 
in abundance, or where sadness dwells and 
the skies are pale, where life ends, there it 
begins 

Where is this place, you ask 

Away from here, in a world known as 

“thought” 

If it makes no sense to you, you are think- 
ing too hard, or thinking too little 
But it is there that I am now 

— Markell “Eli” Billie 
May 19, 2008 


But the letter I wanted never came through 
Don’t get me wrong, I’m still deeply in 
love, 

That will never end, it comes from above 
So, I’m writing you back, with love, you 
can bet 

Saying thanks for the letter I never did get 
I hope very soon you’ll think twice, 

And pay close attention to this bit of 
advice 

I’m locked up, but only for now, 

All things change, somewhere, some how! 
I could be out there where things are much 
better, 

With your a** in here expecting a letter! ! 


and I’ll never let you go 

They say things happen for a reason and 

that time will heal a wounded heart 

But this pain that I feel with each new day 

has a brand new start 

I pray for understanding as I walk my shat- 
tered dream 

Without you in my life each step befits a 
loser’s theme 

Bad luck, no luck, pain and shame, without 
you by my side I will never be the same 

— Vandell Billie 
2008, P.C.P. 


A Changing of Worlds 

When I close my eyes that last time 
and take my breath, I am not gone, I am 
still with you, right beside you, love, with 
comforting thoughts and yearning everlast- 
ing, in the places we once played, in the 
schoolyards where children laugh and play. 
Please ask the meadow, I am there with the 
other generations and happy, so very happy 
... knowing there is no death, smiling, and 
there to behold the orange-red firelight and 
spirits, the swaying shadows in flickering 
lights and joy, ever-loving joy ... I’ll glide 
by your side and brush your hair as a play- 
ful breeze, waiting for you, our memories 
seeing me through. Blessings adorn us in 
the Spirit World, the contour of ancestors 
in every sacred thing and the thrill that’s in 
the morning’s sun to brighten our days, 
kindred souls beside the endless sea that 


Every Day 

In 9 months it was a wrap 
You brought fourth a new creation that 
was equal to a game of craps 
Taken chances and hoping to win riding 
on Lady Luck and living off the soul of 
sin, praying for forgiveness and search- 
ing for a sign 

The tears you gave a disguise as you 
fought with the Hands of Time 
Not knowing the answers to these ques- 
tions of change, your creation of life 
became the purpose with a name 
Year after year you helped me grow 
You taught me wrong from right and 
everything else you thought I should 
know 

My mistakes became your pain but you 
never fell weak 

You always fought for my protection 
every day of the week 
No matter what the situation, your love 
was always on display and with these 
final words I just want you to know that 
the love you gave me I’ll never let go 
Happy Mother’s Day from your family 
(Panther Clan) the Harjo’s and one Billie 
We love you Mom, 
— Vandell Billie 
2008, P.C.P. 



Thought 


The Invisible Mailman 


Nothing but love, 
— Alex Tucker 
Otter Clan 


Dear Bryan 



Press the following lor your reservation: 
Press f for Holly weed & Trail 
Press 2 for Big Cypress & I mm oka lee 
Press 3 for Brighton, Ft, Pierce ft Tampa 


This number Is iviNaMtt: 5 u.m. to A a.m. Mann sy In Friday ■ A1 Day Sat urday a Sunday 


knows of never letting go, never shedding 
tears for sorrow that’s been banished to the 
west where sunbeams cease and smoothest 
spill of brief candle light fades out, out, but 
not for us. Let us smile in ancient forests, 
in dreamy mists. Let us remember love that 
captures hearts, takes them away on sym- 
pathetic wings and scents of wildflower — 
I am with you, love — blessings in careful 
harvests, in natural churches made of dawn 
and so moved am I to be near you, bronze- 
colored leaf upon a sweeping breeze and 
playful. I am the whisper you swore you 
heard in the other room, love, the calm 
whisper of remembrance, so no fear for the 
healing power of our poetry, our pasts, 
kissing away tears and with you always is 
where I want to be. Do not be afraid, I’ll 
sparkle rainbows and a waterfall for you 
and as an enduring thought, my love, I’ll 
desire good dreams for you in all you do 


— conscious of the constant faith you 
placed in me — in the sound of holy wings 
aflutter, and love, you’ll be my reason, my 
purpose, my one true love and memories 
deeply- felt shall always be a part of the 
places we laughed and cried: the malls, the 
restaurants, the markets and home and in 
the parks, in the halls of learning, in the 
neighborhoods, where children laugh and 
play and everything good connected to us 
everlasting like a spirit ... Please bid the 
misty waters there to shed a tear for happi- 
est moments, for I am still with you, still to 
ride the morning’s breeze and waiting for 
you in the natural cathedrals of sunlight, 
our souls in flight, new life, a gentle 
course. You see, love, there’s never been a 
better day, for there is no death — only a 
changing of worlds. 

— Elgin Jumper 
Hollywood, Fla. 


There’s Only A Beginning 

Through these walls of silence a life 
fights the flames of hell with each passing 
day one accumulates secrets that one will 
never tell 

Secrets of survival in a world of hate 
playing a game of chances and betting on 
your fate 

The pain becomes the cry as the cry 
awakes the pain 

Death whispers in the dark as it slowly 
moves in for its claim 
A spirit rises from its ashes as it wel- 
comes its decease 

The clouds of Heaven slowly part as 


angels bow on bended knees 

The call becomes the message that breaks 

a heart and sets it free 

The words are unbelievable, but still, one 

has to believe 

The preacher reads from his Bible as a 

casket lies on display 

The Game claims another player and 

leaves him for the grave 

In memory, one lives, but life is still a 

game 

There’s only a beginning, but The Game 
has no End 

There’s only a beginning, but The Game 
has no End 

— Vandell Billie 
2008, P.C.P. 


Dedicated to the Fallen 

Seminoles 

Bobby, Susanne, Toka, Devin 

All I can do is offer you the truth 
And the truth is that I’m sorry and I’m 
feeling your pain 
Cuz all that’s left is a memory 
But the memories will remain. . . 

Remain strong so your children can do 
the same 

As the rain falls and washed away the 
footprints of where the bodies once 
walked 

We should reflect on our own ways and 
try to be thankful you and I still have the 
awesome gift of life, the opportunity to 
rise and prevail over any obstacle set 
fourth 

Death is sad 

But what’s more sad is wasting any breath 


given to us by God himself 
Remember it was written 
We are here for a reason 
Strength is a must 

We must dig deep down to find it in the 
saddest of times, for with every tragedy, 
there is victory 
They suffer no more 

They walk now with the Lord, basking in 
his fight 

The same glorious light of life that we all 
too often take for granted 
Thank the Lord that today you live and 
cry no more 

They have been called home by the most 
high 

Real memories last forever, they never die 
Remember them as they would you, with 
honor 

Your friend, 
— Markell “Eli” Billie 
May 13, 2008 
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Tribe Makes History with First Blackjack Deal 


BY FE LIX DOBOSZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Famed boxing announcer 
Michael Buffer had to change his trademark phrase 
“Let’s get ready to rumble” to “Let’s get ready to 
gamble” as he announced that Blackjack can now 
be played at the Hollywood Seminole Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino. 

“This is obviously a historic day for the Semi- 
nole Tribe and the Hard Rock,” said CEO of Semi- 
nole Gaming and Entertainment James F. Allen. 
“For many years the Tribe has tried to pursue its 
dreams of being all — with poker, slots and table 
games — and tonight we control our goal.” 

June 22 marked the newest chapter in Semi- 
nole Gaming’s history, and a first for the state of 


Florida, as the Hollywood Hard Rock added 71 new 
card tables to the gaming floor, with 55 devoted 
mainly to Blackjack. 

Besides popular Blackjack, other table card 
games added with the hopes of bringing in high 
rollers from around the globe include: Baccarat, 
Mini-Baccarat, Pai Gow Poker, Let it Ride and 
Three Card Poker. The minimum bet on games is 
$25. 

During the ceremony, Buffer also introduced 
special guests such as Cherokee vocalist Shea who 
sang an a capella rendition of one of the Tribe’s 
favorite songs, “Seminole Wind” by John Ander- 
son, and Medicine Man Bobby Henry from Tampa, 
who provided the invocation in Mikasuki. Buffer 
also called members of the Tribal Council to the 
stage to address the gathering. 


Chairman Mitchell Cypress acknowledged the 
hard work of one of the Tribal elders in attendance, 
gaming pioneer Howard Tommie. 

“I’d like to go ahead and thank the gentleman, 
the founder of Seminole Bingo gaming, named 
Howard Tommie,” Chairman Cypress said. “With- 
out his type of knowledge we would have never had 
all of this. He was a brave man, without him this 
would have never got done.” 

Chairman Cypress explained that Tommie suc- 
cessfully petitioned the federal government for 
Please see BLACKJACK •> Page 2 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress, actress Carmen Electra, 
President Richard Bowers Jr. sit down to play the first 
hand of casino Blackjack. 

Felix DoBosz 




Alex Johns herds cattle through the pens for loading on trucks; Below, checking weights, Gabriel “Gaby” Hayes of Big Cypress Cattle Offices is being trained to work with the cattle 
EID software program by Dallas Nunez of Brighton. 


Annual Cattle Shipping 
Days at Brighton, BC 


BY SUSAN ETXEBARRIA 
Freelance Reporter 

The Brighton marsh pen, a labyrinth of 
locked enclosures, was filled with wild 
steers and heifers mewing in their tight- 
quartered corrals, accompanied by the 
sounds of the clanking gates, roars of cattle 
trucks coming and going and the whoop 
and hollers of the cowboys at the annual 
round up that began June 23. 

The feverish tension of cattle shipping 
was upon the Tribe’s cattle owners and 
cowboys of the Tribe’s Cattle and Range 
Operations lasting two weeks; the first 
week at Brighton and the second week at 


Big Cypress. The ranching operations are a 
business under the direction of the Semi- 
nole Tribe of Florida, Inc. 

One by one the scrappy calves, previ- 
ously sold for a certain price per pound in 
January, were pushed and coaxed into a 
box-like pen with a floor scale. Then they 
were individually weighed to determine 
what the final market price will be for these 
robust animals after nearly nine months of 
consummate care and feeding. Accurate 
weighing is vital. 

“The Tribe’s weighing system is 
unique and they are the only cattle opera- 
tion I know of in Florida that’s set up to 

Please see CATTLE * Page 2 



William Latchford Sworn In as SPD Chief of Police 


BY FELIX DOBOSZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — As a third generation law 
enforcement officer, William Latchford said he is 
proud to honor his grandfather’s legacy as a New York 
City police officer and his father’s legacy as a New 
York State Police officer who later went on to serve as 
police chief for the City of Port Richey, Fla. for 40 
years 

Latchford now serves as chief of the Seminole 
Police Department (SPD) after being sworn in by 
Chief Public Safety Officer Gerald Wheeler in front of 
the Tribal Council on June 17. In his new position, 
Latchford will head a department of 223 employees, 


with six Native Americans and three Seminoles. 

He joined SPD in 1994 as a patrol officer on the 
Hollywood Reservation. While getting more experi- 
enced on the job, he rose steadily through the ranks 
and accumulated commendations with 12 years of ded- 
icated service in the department. 

Latchford left SPD for a couple of years beginning 
in 2006, when he saw an opportunity to become a com- 
mander with the Broward County Sheriff’s Office. In 
early 2008, Latchford heard the chief of SPD position 
was vacant, and after several calls from Tribal citizens 
urging him to apply, he presented his credentials to the 
Tribal Council. 

Latchford is married to Tribal citizen Amy Osceo- 
la Latchford and has three boys, Brady, Bradley, Bren- 


dan, and one girl, Bailey, and said he hopes at least one 
of his children will follow in his footsteps. The new 
chief said he considers the Tribe to be an extended 
family, and said that family in general is very impor- 
tant to him. 

“My family is proud of my accomplishments,” he 
said. “They know that being in law enforcement is a 
stressful profession; They give me the support, love 
and care that I need, not only to be successful in law 
enforcement, but just to be a successful person.” 

The Seminole Tribune was granted an exclusive 
interview with Chief Latchford only a few days after 
he took the sacred oath of office. 

Please see LATCHFORD Page 2 
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Council Meets 
in Hollywood 

BY CHRIS JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Tribal Council convened 
for a special session on the Hollywood Reservation on 
June 17. During the council meeting, Tribal citizen Jar- 
rid Smith was presented with his New Orleans Bowl 
Championship ring by FAU Head Coach Howard 
Schnellenberger. The Council passed 28 resolutions 
including: 

Resolution 23: Service line agreement (5,201’ x 
20’) between Glades Electric Cooperative, Inc. and 
Seminole Tribe of Florida for location of an electric 
power line for the Everglades Restoration Project - Big 
Cypress Seminole Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 24: Fourth Amendment to the 20th 
Annual Work Plan submitted to the South Florida 
Water Management District by the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida; 

Resolution 26: Aquatic Plant Management, Inc. 
service agreement for invasive exotic plant removal 
work on the Big Cypress Seminole Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 27: CBS Outdoor Inc., Bulletin Agree- 
ment for Billie Swamp Safari; 

Resolution 28: Dynamic Leisure Group North 
America, Inc., services agreement; 

Resolution 29: Approval of agreement between 
John’s Place, Inc. and the Seminole Tribe of Florida; 
ratification of execution of the agreement by the Chair- 
man of the Tribal Council; 

Resolution 30: Sal’s Home Inspection, Inc. D/B/A 
R&S General Contractors; change order number one to 
standard form of owner and contractor agreement for 
relocation of the Florida Seminole Business Com- 
pound on the Hollywood - Seminole Indian Reserva- 
tion; ratification; 

Resolution 31: Bally Gaming, Inc. D/B/A Bally 
Technologies Purchase and license agreement -Table- 
view Hardware and Software Acquisition; ratification; 

Please see COUNCIL •> Page 2 


Tampa Celebrates 
Independence Day 

B Y MARISO L GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

TAMPA — The Tampa Recreation Dept, and 
Liaison Richard Henry’s Office combined efforts at 
Jerry Henry’s property to celebrate this year’s Fourth 
of July. 

The property, 
known to many as 
Crazy J’s, was set up 
with tents, games and 
traditional Fourth of 
July foods for every- 
one from Tampa’s 
community to enjoy. 

The adults showed off 
their skills at the game 
of horseshoes, while 
the children cooled off 
with water balloons 
and water guns and 
also took pony rides. 

Prizes in horse- 
shoes were awarded 
for a regular game as 
well as closest to the Peggy Cubis leans in for her turn 
pin. Results were as and goes on to win first place, 
follows: Closest to — 

Pin, Seniors: 1 . Peggy 

Cubis, 2. Maggie Garcia, 3. Susie Henry, 4. Susie Doc- 
tor; Women: 1. Linda Storm, 2. Jackie Smith, 3. Alana 
Henry, 4. Tina Smith; Men: 1. Richard Henry, 2. 
Jimmy Osceola, 3. Ronnie Doctor, 4. Wilson Bowers. 
Horseshoes: 1. Debbie Henry/Trish Doctor, 2. Ronnie 
Doctor/Joanie Henry, 3. Terry Simmons/Nancy Frank, 
4. Eric Cypress/Mayra Simmons. 

Mayra Simmons, director of Tampa Recreation, 
helped coordinate the event. She said her favorite part 
of planning is the satisfaction upon completion. 

“Since the Tampa Community is so spread out, 
these events help our community come together with 
our families,” Simmons said. “While we visit with 
everyone we are able to remember our roots as well,” 
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Chris Jenkins 


Richard Bowers Jr., President of the Board of 
Directors, and a cattle owner, at his pasture. 


* Cattle 

Continued from page 1 

weigh one cow at a time instead of in 
groups,” said Tommy Mann, a contractor 
with Superior Video Auction. “There is no 
guess work in sorting the cows that are 
being shipped to different places. 

“Like most ranch operations, we used 
to do a pretty good job of estimating 
weights by just eye-balling groups of [about 
six] calves at a time,” Mann continued. “But 
now the Tribe has more precise records for 
the buyers and themselves because of its 
Electronic Identification system.” 

The Electronic Identification, or EID 
system, includes a computer chip in the ear 
of every cow. With a special software pro- 
gram designed for the ranching industry, 
each cow’s weight is registered instantly 
when it steps on the scale. This technology 
also tracks each cow’s individual records 
from birth to death. 

Mann, of Palmdale, Fla., was the 
Tribe’s cattle manager from 1972-1990 and 
now he works for the auction company that 
sells the Tribe’s herds. His job requires him 
to check every load and make sure the 
weights are accurate and get the contracts 
signed with the Tribe so the checks can he 
sent. 


“I come to help get the loads right and 
see they’re the quality they’re supposed to 
be,” said Mann. “The Tribe’s quality is very 
good this year and seems to be getting bet- 
ter every year.” 

Every day starts at sunrise during the 
round up. Up to a hundred calves may be 
herded from one pasture at a time. Brighton 
has 32 cattle owners with various size pas- 
tures and herds; Big Cypress has 20. 

Just one day alone there were 600 cows 
rounded up from six different ranches at 
Brighton, taking a good part of the day to 
load on trucks and get shipped off to this 
year’s buyers. Combined there were 36 
trucks loaded with 3,600 calves from 
Brighton and Big Cypress. 

“Four loads of the bigger steers are 
headed to Blue Ridge, Texas, where they 
will be grass fed to put on another 150 
pounds,” said Mann. “Another load of big 
ones are going to Indianola, Neb., while the 
medium steers [of 500 pounds] are going to 
Holyoke, Colo., and some of the bigger 
heifers are going to Hereford, Texas.” 

Each day, arriving close to noon, 
women of cattle ranching families brought 
platters of food and spread them out on long 
tables under the chickee for the traditional 
meal that feeds the hardworking crew of 
cowboys and cattle managers. The day the 
cattle are shipped off in good health at good 
weights is a celebration of sorts; children 
come along with their parents to watch and 
play. 

“The cattle industry has been part of 
Seminole history for a long, long time,” said 
Norman Bowers, son of Lorene Gopher and 
nephew of Andy Bowers, both cattle own- 
ers. “You can look back 20 years ago to 
where we are today and it seems like the 
cattle program just keeps improving.” 

Bowers said he grew up helping out on 
their ranches, but this year he was organiz- 
ing media coverage for the Brighton Coun- 
cil’s Office. He coordinated for Seminole 
Broadcasting to film the events and invited 
representatives of the Florida Folklife Pro- 
gram, a component of the Florida Depart- 
ment of State’s Division of Historical 
Resources, to document and photograph the 
Tribe’s cattle tradition. 

For the first time, this year’s shipment 
took place in late June, one month earlier 
than the norm. 

“The cattle are being shipped three 
weeks early so we can give the mama cows 
a little rest and so they don’t pull down so 
bad,” said Don Robertson, director of Natu- 
ral Resources for the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida, Inc. “The brood cow will nurse her 
young from seven to nine months and it is 
hard on her so this year they are getting a 


break.” 

Robertson said the Tribe’s cattle com- 
mittees discussed doing this and agreed 
even though the calves would not weigh as 
much as usual, there will be a better breed- 
ing season next year and the mama cows 
will have more offspring as a result. 

“Despite the drought, they are looking 
good. They may he just a little hghter which 
could be due to the weather or taking them 
sooner but they’re not much lighter than 15- 
20 pounds,” said Robertson. “The high 
price of fuel has affected prices. They sold 
for less this year by 12-18 cents a pound 
because of com prices mostly, and the 
truckers have to drive to Florida. Our cattle 
are the farthest they have to drive to get 
them to feed lots.” 

Nevertheless, Robertson said he is con- 
fident Seminole cattle will continue to draw 
higher prices than the norm as they have 
been doing for several years since institut- 
ing the EID program. 

“We did it for two reasons: for food 
safety and as a management tool,” he said. 
“But sales prices are affected, also.” 

The Japanese and Korean markets have 
an age limit for imported beef of no more 
than 30 months old, and the only way to 
prove that is to have EID. Recently, protes- 


tors in South Korea publically objected to 
their government allowing U.S. beef as an 
import because there is no source identifica- 
tion. The recent salmonella outbreak in 
crops has also re-ignited consumer concerns 
about the origins of the foods they eat. 

“There will have to he a day when the 
USDA requires cattle identification, and if it 
does the Seminole Tribe will be way ahead 
of the game,” said Robertson. “The U.S. 
Congress did pass a requirement for COOL 
[Country of Origin Labeling] and it comes 
into effect in September. We’re way ahead 
of that since we have EID. So we already 
have premise identification but I would say 
less than 50 percent of other cattle ranchers 
do.” 

Assistant Director of Natural Resources 
Alex Johns said the cattle shipping process 
this year worked flawlessly. Brighton has 
been using the individual weighing system 
with computers for three years but this year 
the same software system was installed at 
Big Cypress. 

“It is a better system and it cut the ship- 
ping process in half on some days,” Johns 
said. “It also requires less handling of the 
calves, which is good because they don’t 
lose as much weight in the heat of the day.” 



* Blackjack 

Continued from page 1 

Tribal gaming rights almost 30 years ago. 
The Chairman also commended the work of 
all the Tribe’s “courageous elders” who 
fought for Tribal sovereignty more than 50 
years ago. 

Blackjack and other table games are 
slated to come to the Tampa Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino later this year. Dates 
have not yet been set for the installation of 
these games at any other Seminole gaming 
facilities. 

When the games got underway, Tribal 
representatives, Tribal citizens, invited 
celebrities and VIP Players’ Club members 



Carmen Electra’s fiance Rob Patterson of the 
band Korn participates in the countdown leading 
up to one of the Hard Rock’s finest traditions — 
the ceremonial guitar smashing. 



Cherokee vocalist Shea sings an a capella rendi- 


tion of one of the Tribe’s favorite songs, John 
Anderson’s “Seminole Wind.” 


were escorted to their designated chairs and 
the games began. Other excited Blackjack 
fans waited several hours for a chance to 
play on this historic day as costumed show- 
girls with their bodies painted to look like 
playing cards and other Vegas-inspired 
decor set the mood. 

“I think this is a great opportunity that’s 
open to everybody,” said Tribal senior Con- 
nie Gowen. “I’m happy to be here to wit- 
ness history.” 

Celebrities including Frank Vincent, 
Heather Graham, Lorraine Bracco, Alonzo 
Mourning, Bemie Kosar, Dwayne Wade, 
Gino Torretta, Carmen Electra and her 
fiance Rob Patterson of the band Kom were 
also on hand for the event. Patterson did the 
honors in one of the Hard Rock’s traditions 
— the ceremonial smashing of the guitar — 



Gaming pioneer Howard Tommie waves to the 
Tribal Council as they acknowledge him. 


which released blasts of smoke and colored 
confetti that signified Blackjack is now at 
the Seminole Hard Rock. 

Nationwide, Indian casinos have expe- 
rienced increased attendance by grabbing a 
piece of the market from other gambling 
Meccas, such as Las Vegas, Atlantic City 
and the Bahamas. Skyrocketing fuel prices 
have decreased travel to many of these 
higher-priced destinations, but the gambling 
public have adapted quickly by flocking to 
Indian casinos closer to home. 

Philip N. Hogen, chairman of the 
National Indian Gaming Commission, 
announced at the event that net revenues 
from Indian gaming continue to grow, 
increasing five percent from 2006 and gen- 
erating $26 billion in revenues in 2007. 


Council 

Continued from page 1 

Resolution 33: Renewal of revocable 
permit for Carol Frank Cypress for cultural 
teaching and family gatherings - Big 
Cypress Seminole Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 34: Transportation related 
improvements to be undertaken by the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida in conjunction 
with the development of Tribal land in or 
around the Coconut Creek Trust Property; 

Resolution 36: First Amendment to the 
Pharmacy Benefits Management Agreement 
with National Medical Health Card Sys- 
tems, Inc. D/B/A NMHCRX; 

Resolution 37: Patient Eligibility Ref- 


erence Guide for the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida Health Department; 

Resolution 38: First Advantage Enter- 
prise Screening Corporation Master Agree- 
ment and Applicant Tracking Service 
Addendum for applicant tracking and hiring 
management software systems for Seminole 
gaming facilities; 

Resolution 39: Policies, Procedures and 
Internal Controls for casino credit and col- 
lections for all Seminole Tribe of Florida 
gaming operations; and 

Resolution 40: Ford Motor Credit 
Company Indian Tribal Government Lease- 
Purchase Agreement No. 49990 as amended 
by schedule 4999058: limited waiver of 
sovereign immunity. 



Smith (second from the left) with FAU Football Coach Howard Schnellenberger (L) family members 
and FAU President Frank T. Brogan (R). 


* Latchford 

Continued from page 1 

Seminole Tribune: How will you 
improve SPD? 

William Latchford: The foundation that 
I’m working off is four things. We need to 
treat people the way we want to be treated. 
I’m a strong believer in treating people with 
trust, respect . . . We need to do what it says 
on the sides of our cars, ‘Care for Our Com- 
munities;’ we need to be leaders in our com- 
munities. That’s something that is very 
important to our job as a whole. The third 
thing we need to do is build a partnership 
with the community, we need to work with 
the community, not against the community. 
We need to insure that that partnership is 
strong and is successful. 


ST: How do you plan on accomplishing 
that, chief? 

WL: Interaction with the community 
and community feedback, and being a good 
listener. You have to get out there and listen 
to what the needs are of the community. The 
fourth thing is, just like taking care of the 
Tribe, we need to take care of our families 
as individuals or employees of the Tribe. 
One thing I’ll do as a leader is I want to 
make sure our employees are focused on 
families, but include the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida as their family. 

ST: What are some of the projects you 
have planned for SPD and how will you 
increase security on Seminole reservations? 

WL: I’ve been gone for two years and a 
lot of things change over time. So what I’ve 
done is given myself a 90 day transition 
period so I can assess the organization and 


determine what programs or projects need 
to be developed, and what time frame we 
need to develop 
them in. 

ST: Will you 
still be preparing 
safety programs 
for the elderly, the 
youth and the 
communities? 

WL: The eld- 
ers are a very 
important part of 
our job; they cre- 
ated the founda- 
tion of the Semi- 
nole Tribe. They 
created the foun- 
dation that will teach us as the Seminole 
Police Department how we need to police 


the communities and the people we serve. 
The youth are the future of the Seminole 
Tribe and we need to build a partnership 
with the youth to give them an opportunity 
to assist them in being successful in their 
life. 

ST: How do you deal effectively with 
complaints? 

WL: I take complaints very seriously. I 
believe along with the [pohce] skills, you 
need to he a good hstener. When complaints 
come in, we want people to let us know 
when we’re doing wrong and when we’re 
doing good. When complaints come in, we 
have to look at that and ask ourselves what 
are we doing wrong and what do we need to 
do better. So when complaints come in we 
need to look at them as learning experiences 
that somebody has identified to self assess 
our actions and policies and how we’re 


dealing with things in our community to 
make things better. 

ST: What will you do differently than 
your predecessor did in this top position? 

WL: This police department is not 
about Will Latchford. This police depart- 
ment is about the communities that we 
serve, and the employees in the police 
department. My direction that I would like 
to go with is to build the best partnership 
that can he built between the police depart- 
ment and the communities on each individ- 
ual reservation. Our job in law enforcement 
. . . it’s not just to enforce state statutes of the 
law, it’s to be good listeners; to be mentors. 
Leadership, to me, starts at the top. Every- 
body from the top, which is me down, 
becomes a good leader and interaction 
builds that partnership with the community. 
I think the future for both parties is endless. 



William Latchford 
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Community 



(L-R) Ida Lofton Kirby and Barbara Billie were honored guests at 
the Swamp Cabbage Appreciation Dinner in LaBelle. 


Tribe Honored at 
Swamp Cabbage 
Festival Dinner 

BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

LABELLE, Fla. — The Swamp Cabbage Committee 
hosted an appreciation dinner at the Dallas Townsend Agri- 
cultural Center on the evening of May 31 for everyone 
involved in the successful 2008 Swamp Cabbage Festival. 

Among the guests of honor were the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida, who were instrumental in providing the Eastern 
Indian Rodeo and Bull Riding events, which took place dur- 
ing the festival. Cattleman of the Year President Richard 
Bowers Jr. also was given special recognition. 

The core of the annual Swamp Cabbage Festival is the 
colorful heritage of the area surrounding LaBelle and 
Hendry County. The Seminole Tribe played a principal role 
in the history of this portion of Florida and continues to be a 
part of the community. 

Representing the Seminole Tribe, Barbara Billie 
thanked everyone for their acknowledgement and spoke 
briefly about the Tribe’s connection to Hendry County’s his- 
tory. 

Ida Lofton Kirby, 90, was bom in LaBelle just like her 
mother, Corrine Poole, and entertained the audience with 
stories from her childhood about her grandparents’ general 
store, which serviced the area in the late 1800s. Her father, 
Melville Forrey, was instrumental in the division of Lee 
County into Colher, Lee and Hendry County and operated a 
mercantile store and meat market during the first part of the 
20th Century. 

Ida Kirby shared vivid memories of Seminole families 
coming to trade at both stores and recalled the alligator pits 
for holding the live reptiles which were sometimes traded 
for merchandise. Both the Pooles and Forreys did a lucrative 
business in trading supplies with the Seminoles for hides and 
plumes which were later marketed in Tampa. 



Members of the Swamp Cabbage Committee prepare the steaks 
provided by the Cattlemen’s Association. 


Broadcasting Hosts Second Youth Video Workshop 



Staff Reporter 


HOLLYWOOD — For the second consecutive 
year Seminole Broadcasting, in partnership with the 
Boys & Girls Club and the Education Dept., hosted a 
weeklong workshop designed to teach Tribal youth 
all facets of video production. 

The 2008 Youth Video Production Workshop 
consisted of seven students, Brittany Huff, Alisia Bil- 
lie, Jesse Mitchell, Hanaa Al-Ajam, Hayden Roberts, 
Lorelei Tommie and Shelli Mae Osceola, broken up 
into two groups. Each group was tasked with com- 
pleting a short video on a topic of their choosing. 

The workshop kicked off with an orientation in 
the Hollywood Headquarters auditorium on June 23. 
During the orientation, the students chose teams and 
met their instructors and the staff. They also went 
over various video production topics including 
reporting, videography, editing and audio that would 
help them create their own video stories. 

One group chose to do a Public Service 
Announcement (PSA) while the other took on Elec- 
tronic News Gathering (ENG). 

Brittany Huff, Alisia Billie and Jesse Mitchell 
combined efforts for their PSA titled “The Impor- 
tance of Seminole Culture.” Their production compa- 
ny name was made up by combining letters from 
their names to make the 
acronym B.A.M. 

The second group was 
named R.O.T.F.L., from the pop- 
ular online phrase “Rolling on 
the Floor Laughing.” The ENG 
agency was called W.L.O.L 
Channel 89 “Where No News Is 
Bad News” and included Hanaa 
Al-Ajam, Hayden Roberts, 

Lorelei Tommie and Shelli Mae 
Osceola. 

The daily events were led 
by Seminole Broadcasting staff 
members, many of them bring- 
ing their knowledge from the 
outside media environment. In 
addition, several guest speakers 
offered words of wisdom and 
tips to the students. 

Guest speaker President 
Richard Bowers Jr. came out to 
congratulate the students in 
making a decision to take on the 
informative summer activity. 

Jay Holata, Broadcasting’s 
video production coordinator, 
also spoke to the students about 
the importance of coming back 
to work for the Tribe. Holata said 
he has always had an interest in 


(L-R, Back Row) Sunshine Frank, Robert North Sr., Bobby Frank and Danny Juniper present guest speakers (L-R, Front 
Row) Linda lley and Kelley Mitchell with thank you gifts for joining them on the final evening of the workshop. 


(L-R) Danny Jumper, Lorelei Tommie, Hayden Roberts, Shelli Mae Osceola, Jesse Mitchell, Brittany Huff, Alisia Billie, Hanaa Al-Ajam and Sun- 
shine Frank. 



Seminole Broadcasting staff served as instructors throughout the workshop. (L-R) Sunshine Frank, Jay Holata, Briana 
Abittan, Veronica Betancourt, Roberta Schicchi, Deeana Johnson, Dana Barkett, David Baum, Celso Contreras and 
Danny Jumper. 


video production and has worked with the Broadcast- 
ing Dept, for the past eight years. 

Special guest speaker Kelley Mitchell, formerly 
of WPLG Local 10 and WSVN Channel 7, spoke to 
the audience about a career in broadcasting. She said 
the job is extremely diverse and oftentimes reporters 
never know what their next story is going to be about. 
Mitchell said if she was not in the news business, she 
may have never had such a variety of opportunities. 

Other guest speakers were Assistant Director of 
Broadcasting Sunshine Frank, Tribal Programs Offi- 
cer Bobby Frank, Boys & Girls Club Director Robert 
North Sr. and Higher Education Advisor Linda lley. 

This year, Seminole Broadcasting paired with 
the Boys & Girls Club and the Education Dept, to 
help promote the workshop. The Boys & Girls Club 
lent a helping hand by offering their newly renovated 
Teen Center for the workshop and the Education 
Dept, helped get the word out prior to the workshop, 
to gain as much community participation as possible. 

After long days worth of work the students had 
nightly activities planned to bring some fun into the 
weeklong event. 

The final evening of the workshop staff, family, 
friends and community members were invited to 
view the final production. The culmination of hard 
work and dedication by the students and the staff 
were rewarded by certificates at the end of the pres- 
entation. 


First Indian Baptist Pastor Bids Farewell to Florida 


BY CHRIS JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Salaw Hummingbird’s life 
journeys have taken him from the plains of Oklahoma 
to sunny South Florida, and he has seen a lot along the 
way. The First Indian Baptist Church pastor, however, 
is about to start the next phase of his life as he and his 
family move hack to the Sooner state. 

Although bom in Tahlequah, Okla., and of Chero- 
kee Indian heritage, Hummingbird said he has become 
accepted as an extended family member among the 
Seminoles. For the last seven years he and his family 
have lived in the Big Cypress community, where he said 
“we have really felt like we are at home.” 

“I really thank the Seminole Tribe for allowing me 
to be a part of their family and homes and a part of what 
they do because it speaks a lot about what they believe 
in and the kind of people that they are,” Hummingbird 
said. “They are a loving people and a great people.” 

Hummingbird said he has been influenced by many 
of the Tribal citizens he lived amongst in Big Cypress 
throughout his years with the Tribe. The time has been 
great, he said, and leaving will be bittersweet. 

“I and my wife always prayed that we would get to 
go hack, and the process started last July,” he said. “I 
hate leaving in the flesh, but I am glad I am leaving 
spiritually.” 

Hummingbird, however, said he will return to visit 
at some point as the friendships he and his family have 
built, as well as ministry work in Immokalee, remain 
important. 

The 48-year-old comes from a background filled 
with drug and alcohol abuse, but admits giving his life 
to the Lord changed all that. Hummingbird said rock 


bottom for him came on July 23, 1994 at 3:30 p.m. as 
he sat in a dirty, dusty, roach infested county jail cell in 
Oklahoma. He said the Lord reached out to him on that 
day through a jail chaplain’s preaching. 

“I knelt down and invited Jesus into my heart,” he 
said. “And from that day forth my life was changed.” 

Once free from jail, Hummingbird said he made a 
vow to serve the Lord. 

“In the book of Psalms, the Bible speaks of a per- 
son in a lot of trouble and the person says, ‘God if you 
will deliver me out of this I will serve you in a great 
congregation and I will speak about you in public 
places,”’ he said. “So I told God, ‘That is me, and I will 
do such for you.’” 

He got his start in the ministry in the town of Still- 
well, Okla. Since that start, this father of two and hus- 
band of 28 years said he has not looked back. He said 
his passion has always been in speaking to and teaching 
the church elders. 

“Our elders are very special and I love to listen to 
them and I follow their lead,” he said. “God reveals 
things to me through them.” 

After spending a few more years helping other 
churches, Hummingbird said the opportunity and call- 
ing came to relocate to Florida. While in Florida, he 
said he had the chance to impact and shape the minds 
and spirits of many, while deterring them from the lure 
and destruction of drugs and alcohol. 

“What makes God so good is that whenever our 
famihes, our communities and our friends give up on us 
because of our chug and or alcohol abuse, God waits 
very patiently for us,” he said. 

Through his work among the Seminoles alone, 
Hummingbird said he has had more than 125 people 
give their lives to God or become saved. 



Salaw Hi 


his life’s journey in the ministry. 
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Jumper Jr. Honored by Seminole Booster Club 


BY SUNSHINE FRANK 
Contributing Writer 

MIAMI — The Miami Sem- 
inole Booster Club honored Moses 
“Bigg” Jumper Jr. with a football 
helmet signed by legendary Coach 
Bobby Bowden at the Bobby Bow- 
den Golf Tournament and Banquet, 
held at the Doral Golf Resort and 
Spa on May 31. 

The club recognized and 
thanked Jumper for allowing them 
to hold their first “Campout at the 
Rez” on his pasture in Big Cypress. 
More than 30 members of the boost- 
er club enjoyed a weekend of camp- 
ing, hunting, games and a barbeque 
on Feb. 23-24. 

Club members expressed their 




Photo Submitted by Miami Seminole Booster Club 


(L-R) Moses “Bigg” Jumper Jr. holds his award, an FSU football helmet signed by 
coach Bobby Bowden, presented to him by booster club President Eric Munoz. 


appreciation to Jumper, director 
of the Recreation Dept., as well as 
Recreation Dept. Public Rela- 
tions Officer Richard Osceola. 
Osceola also was instrumental in 
hosting the Miami ‘Noles, who 
attended the event. 

Both men are fans of the 
Florida State University football 
team and have worked to develop 
a positive relationship between 
the school and the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida in conjunction with the 
Recreation Dept. Throughout the 
years, the connection has grown 
stronger and they hope the 
department continues hosting 
events with the Miami Seminole 
Booster Club so it will grow even 
stronger. 
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Attention All Members of the Seminole Tribe of Florida, 

Please be advised that effective immediately a new policy 
has been set regarding Tribal Member Council Briefings. 
There is a five (5) business day deadline for requests to be 
placed on the agenda. 

You are requested contact the Clerk’s Office at 954.966.6300 
extension 11162 to find out the deadline date for your agen- 
da submission. You must also disclose enough information 
about your request so that we may notify all involved tribal 
personnel to attend the briefing. 

Best Regards, 

Mercedes Osceola-Hahn, Tribal Clerk 
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4-H 



Susan Etxebarria 


4-H Merit Award winners: (L-R) Senior Showmanship winner in the steer category Erena Billie and Blake Baker, whose steer 
won the award for Most Gained Weight. Rounding out the awards for steer category are Junior Showmanship winner Jessie 
Osceola, Reserve Grand Champion Jaryaca Baker and Grand Champion Kenny Davis Jr. 


4-H’ers Attend End of the Year Banquet 

Swine, Steer Merit Awards Given to Club Members 


BY SU SAN ETXEBARRIA 
Freelance Reporter 

BRIGHTON — The Seminole Indian 4-H 
Banquet took place at the Brighton Gym on June 16 as 
excited youth received their awards at the completion 
of the 2007-2008 year. 

With parents and visiting dignitaries present, the 
youth celebrated the close of a productive year raising 
and selling their cattle, swine and showing small ani- 
mals. The gathering was well attended by Tribal offi- 
cials offering special words. 

To kick off the banquet, Brighton Seminole 
Princess and fifth year 4-H member, Jaryaca Baker, led 
the 4-H pledge. Seminole leaders and elders, including 
Pastor Wonder Johns of First Indian Baptist Church, 
recalled their own memories as 4-H members when the 
Tribe was not in the position to provide the same oppor- 
tunities to young people as it can today. 

President Richard Bowers Jr. told the youth 
through 4-H they too can learn to raise cattle, become 
cattlemen and be part of the Tribe’s newest endeavor to 
sell its beef to its Hard Rock chain of restaurants. 

Brighton Board Rep. Johnnie Jones told the youth 
that there’s always a winner and always a loser each 
year but the main thing is that the youth are learning to 
he responsible. 

Rep. Jones also thanked all the 4-H members who 
took their projects and competed in other Florida live- 
stock show and sales, especially at the South Florida 
Fair. He said the Tribal leaders want the youth to con- 
tinue showing their animals to the outside world to rep- 
resent the Seminole Tribe. 

Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Roger Smith thanked 
the parents for supporting their children. He said many 
of the 4-H youth would become cattle owners some day 
when they grow up and they are learning many skills 
now, and it is teaching them to become responsible 
adults. 

Pastor Wonder Johns told a story of how he joined 
4-H but got drafted to serve in Korea and had to leave 
his steer for someone else to raise and sell for $250. He 
said the children today have so many opportunities they 
can achieve whatever they want if they just jump in and 
try. 

“You learn to take care of something and I believe 
God will bless you,” he said. 

Each 4-H member received his or her paycheck 
they had proudly earned selling their animals at the 
Youth Livestock Sale, held at the Brighton 4-H Bam on 
March 28. In nervous anticipation 4-H members also 
had their individual educational-core “Record Books” 
returned after being graded. 

Buyers had purchased the 4-H steer and swine and 
the results of each member’s costs and expenses as well 
as profits were recorded in their record books. Prior to 
the banquet each 4-H member has to submit finalized 
record books before they can receive their check. 

Seminole Extension Agent Michael Bond is 


responsible for grading the hooks. 

“This is part of learning important life skills such a 
money management, business skills needed in livestock 
management, and the basics of keeping business 
records. It’s easy to do as long as the 4-H member stays 
on top of it. The record book also includes their person- 
al story about their 4-H project and photos of their ani- 
mal.” 

Of the 77 record books submitted this year, there 
were four winners Trevor Thomas, Ashton Baxley, 
Rayven Smith and Seth Randolph. Their stories tell a 
lot about the joys and hardships of raising a 4-H animal. 

“This was my first year growing a hog. It was a lot 
of fun,” wrote Trevor Thomas. “My dad and me picked 
up Rocky from Mr. Donnie [Hayes] in December. We 
became best buddies right away. He liked to eat and 
seemed to like his new home. We kept him in my dad’s 
horse trailer for a few days and I would visit him in the 
trailer every day after school. I think he enjoyed my vis- 
its. We finally moved Rocky into the bam and he hved 
like a king.” 

Thomas described how his hog liked to play in 
mud and would kick over his water and how he washed 
and brushed his hog and fed him every day. 

“He was a pretty silly hog ... I will miss Rocky a 
lot. I learned a lot, too.” 

At the banquet 4-H pins that indicate the number of 
years each child has participated in 4-H were awarded 
the 4-H members. Outstanding participation for 11 
years of membership went to Cassandra Jimmie and 
Diedra Hall; Seth Randolph with nine years, and Bon- 
nie Davis with eight. 

Merit awards to youth who excelled in their swine 
and steer projects were also recognized. These youth 
were called up to the stage for applause and received 
impressive trophies for their accomplishments. 

All 4-H members were honored for their accom- 
plishments with a special gift, an attractive backpack 
with a 4-H emblem. 

In addition to Steer and Swine Club 4-H members 
there were 16 Small Animal Club Members who were 
recognized at the banquet. 

Parents were praised for their sacrifices and com- 
mitment helping their sons and daughters become 
responsible adults. There were 57 volunteers recog- 
nized for their contributions, and each of them received 
a tote bag. 

Both Moses and Naha Jumper and Roger Smith 
were presented with “producer” plaques. Special recog- 
nition went to Moses and Naha Jumper of Big Cypress 
for producing this year’s grand champion steer and 
Council Rep. Roger Smith for producing this year’s 
reserve grand champion. Moses Jumper told the chil- 
dren that they can he very proud of their cattle heritage 
that goes back far in the Tribe’s history. 

Another guest speaker was District 10 Regional- 
ized Special Agent Germaine Pointer who spoke about 
the many different kinds of 4-H activities available in 
addition to raising livestock. District 10 President 
Kaylee Brummet, who followed Point- 
er, talked about her involvement in 4-H 
leadership on the state level where she 
has met many wonderful people. 

Many of the speakers praised the 
work of Polly Hayes, Seminole 4-H 
director. They also thanked her assis- 
tant, Dionne Smedley, for her work 
with the youth. 

“Our 4-H has come a long way,” 
Hayes said. “Nine kids went to the 
State Show and they did well and 
placed in different categories.” 

No sooner did 4-H end their 2007- 
2008 year end with the annual banquet 
than the new 2008-2009 year began. 
With cattle shipping starting at 
Brighton on June 23, youth looking to 
be in the 4-H steer project were already 
picking out new calves to raise from 
cattle owners and buying them from 
the owners before they were shipped 
off. 



Susan Etxebarria 


Winners of the Producer’s Special Recognition plaque (L-R) Roger Smith, 
Naha Jumper and Moses “Bigg” Jumper Jr. 
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4-H Merit Award winners: (L-R) Ashton Baxley, whose swine won the Most Gained Weight award; Kiylier Lopez and Jessica 
Lopez, who won the Junior and Senior Showmanship Awards in the swine category respectively; and Jacob Cotton and Rylee 
Smith, who respectively won the Reserve Grand Champion and Grand Champion awards for their swine. 
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Museums Participate in Broward 
Attractions and Museums Month 

BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Ah- 
Tah-Thi-Ki Museum and Okalee Vil- 
lage hosted various discussion panels 
throughout the month of June during 
Broward Attractions and Museums 
Month. 

The series featured the topics: 

“Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Behind the Scenes,” 

“Seminole Art Appreciation” and “A 
Glimpse into Tribal Historic Preser- 
vation.” 

Museum Registrar Robin Bauer 
Kiglo and Museum Conservator 
Corey Smith led the “Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Behind the Scenes” discussion. 

Smith discussed how to restore 
the fragile items and the importance 
of maintaining them in their condi- 
tion or to get them close to how they 
were in the past. Bauer Kiglo spoke 
about how all the artifacts are kept, 
she also showed various pictures of 
the vaults at the museum, which is 
home to most of these items. 

Tribal Citizen and Community 
Outreach Coordinator Brian Zepeda 
led the “Seminole Art Appreciation” 
discussion. Zepeda explained how 
traditional Seminole crafts are con- 



Marisol Gonzalez 


Brian Zepeda holds up the first bandolier bag he ever 
completed. 



Vanessa Cedeno-Lugo views the detail of the traditional Seminole 
art. 


structed and displayed 
bandolier bags he had 
made as well as those he 
had attained throughout 
the years. He also 
brought in baskets and 
dolls to show the partici- 
pants the variety of crafts 
the Seminoles make. 

Historic Preserva- 
tion Officer Willard 
Steele led the “Tribal 
Historic Preservation” 
seminar and explained 
why it is important to 
preserve the history of 
the Tribe. He also gave 
examples of the modem 
and state-of-the-art ways 
to search the grounds of 
the reservations for 
pieces of Seminole histo- 
ry- 

These gatherings 
were open to the public. 
The community along 
with Tribal employees 
came out to learn more 
about where they work 
and the history of the 
Tribe. 



Chris Jenkins 


Tribal employees enjoy the presentation by Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum Registrar Robin Bauer Kilgo (Far right, on stage). 


Seminole Moments Focuses on Museum Collections 

Museum Registrar Robin Bauer Kilgo Hosts Seminar 


BY CHRIS JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The latest presenta- 
tion for the ongoing informative Tribal 
series, Seminole Moments, took place on 
June 18, and this time focused on museum 
collections. 

Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum Registrar 
Robin Bauer Kilgo presented collections 
from a library of more than 10,000 objects 
and items to Tribal citizens, employees and 
staff. 

Bauer Kilgo said museum collections 
consist of two areas: objects which are both 
animate and inanimate that have intrinsic 
value toward science, history, art, or cul- 
tures as well as permanent collections or 
main collections of a museum, which are 
considered the core collection in fulfilling a 
museum’s mission. 

Specific Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
departments in the collection process 
include: film and audio collections which 
involve various Seminole events, library 
research which contain various hooks, jour- 
nals, and unpublished manuscripts dealing 
with Native American culture, general ref- 
erence photography which are photos and 
slides that depict Seminole life in Florida, 
permanent archives which are all items that 
are paper in nature and permanent artifacts 


which are all material items such as baskets, 
clothing, militaria, dolls, and more. 

Bauer Kilgo said most of their collec- 
tions are stored in the Big Cypress Ah-Tah- 
Thi-Ki Museum facility in two separate 



Chris Jenkins 


Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum Registrar Robin Bauer 
Kilgo. 


vaults that are located on the property. 
State-of-the-art facilities house some of 
their best examples of Seminole and South- 
eastern cultural items. She explained that 
items are available for research and exhibit, 
but on a request basis only and are strictly 
controlled under the Collection Manage- 
ment Policy and the American Association 
of Museums accreditation process. 

Storage temperatures are generally 
around 70 degrees Fahrenheit with 50 per- 
cent humidity to provide the best protection 
for most of the items. 

“Our goal is to ensure that objects stay 
around for years to come for people to see,” 
Bauer Kilgo said. “The cool thing about my 
job, I get to go out and learn a lot of differ- 
ent things.” 

She said collection management is 
another important factor in collecting and 
involves knowing what inventory is actual- 
ly on hand, knowing where the inventory is, 
taking care of and protecting the inventory, 
knowing what inventory you need, and 
making sure individuals get proper use of it. 

Conservation and preservation of cul- 
tural property for future use are also impor- 
tant parts of the collection and management 
process including: examination, documen- 
tation, treatment, and preventive care, this is 
supported by research and education. 


Seminar Highlights Second Seminole War 
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BIG CYPRESS — As the director of the Tribe’s 
Historic Preservation Office, Willard Steele has seen 
and heard a lot in his 25 years working for the Seminole 
people. 

He shared some of his views with Tribal citizens 
and employees in the Community Center on June 24 in 
the latest “Seminole Moments” presentation about the 
Second Seminole War. 

As a historian on Native American traditions and 
customs, Steele helped reveal some of the significant 
factors and impacts of the Seminole War on its people 
as well as the U.S. as a whole. 

“It is an incredible period of history,” Steele said. 
“This war was fought to help maintain the identity of 
the Seminole community, and they succeeded.” 

Also known as the Florida War, the seven year con- 
flict, lasted from 1835-1842 and involved several 
groups including the Creeks, Seminoles and Miccosu- 
kees. Steele, who replaced the late Billie L. Cypress in 
April 2004 as historic preservation director, said their 
resilience and determination can be shown in the popu- 
lation numbers. He said initially there were about 
32,000, hut that number was eventually reduced to 400, 
with amazingly, no surrender. 

“The whole history of the entire southeast is tied 
into these reservations,” Steele continued. “[The Semi- 
noles] are the genetic remnants of every Native Ameri- 
can group that refused to surrender their lands. When 
they are referred to as ‘The Unconquered Seminoles,’ 
the depth of that statement is unimaginable ... I really 
did not know what they paid to become [uncon- 
quered].” 



Chris Jenkins 

Chief Historic Resources Officer Tina M. Osceola speaks 
about the importance of preserving Tribal history. 



Chris Jenkins 

Director of the Tribe’s Historic Preservation Office Willard 
Steele speaks to those in attendance about the Second 
Seminole War. 


In the end, the war was the most expensive Indian 
war fought by the U.S. It also lasted longer than any 
war involving the U.S. in the time period between the 
American Revolution and the Vietnam War. 

In its aftermath, Floridian authorities continued to 
press for removal of all Indians from Florida lands. The 
federal government also pushed for their removal from 
Florida, and applied great pressure and tactics against 
the Seminoles until they struck back, starting the Third 
Sem in ole War, lasting from 1855-1858. 

The “Seminole Moments” presentations are 
intended to disperse accurate information about the 
Tribe from credible sources, according to Chief His- 
toric Resources Officer Tina M. Osceola. She said with- 
out stories being handed down and passed on, much of 
the Tribe’s history would be lost. 

“Who we are is rooted in the stories told,” Osceola 
said. “What we are trying to do is give an opportunity 
to understand what it is hke to be a Seminole beyond 
the casinos.” 

Steele’s major responsibility as historic preserva- 
tion officer is conducting archaeological work for the 
building and surveying done on Tribal lands. With 
3,500-plus requests made per year for building on lands 
in and outside of Florida, Steele stays busy. 

He said, however, that the search to uncover and 
tell their stories has always been a major priority for the 
Tribe, for their own legacies. Steele said this remains a 
vital part of his work and that of his office. 

“The Tribe has been doing historic preservation for 
decades before the federal government recognized them 
as doing so,” Steele explained. “[America] has been a 
Native American community for some 14,000 years.” 
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Class III Gaming Comes to Brighton Facility 


Staff Reporter 


Brighton Casino General Manager Marty Johns speaks about the historic day. 


BRIGHTON — Sem in ole Brighton 
Casino General Manager Marty Johns said 
he had chills going down his arms in excite- 
ment for the June 16 ceremony at his facili- 
ty- 

All of the emotion and happiness was 
the result of a dream he and his staff saw 
come to reality as Class III gaming finally 
made its way onto the Brighton Reserva- 
tion. The facility now features more than 
100 new slot machines installed in the 
24,400 square foot gaming area. 

“I take pride in being a part of this his- 
tory,” Johns said. “I feel blessed to work for 
the Tribe and work for this property.” 

The new machines will be added to the 
already 100-plus Class II games in play cur- 
rently. 

Ceremonies were held to celebrate the 
day with Tribal citizens, representatives and 
media gathering for the event. 

“When I grew up here this place started 
out as a hairdressing and hardware store and 
look at what it has become today,” President 
Richard Bowers Jr. said. “Our elders here 
have been waiting for such a long time for 
this.” 

Brighton Casino Director of Finance 
and Tribal citizen Carla Gopher, who has 
worked in gaming industry for more than a 
decade, said the expectations are high. 

“We are expecting a lot and the differ- 
ent dynamics of the games will hopefully 
bring in different customers as well,” 
Gopher said. 

The machines are manufactured by 


International Game Technology (IGT) and 
Bally Technologies. Game selections 
include: Playboy, Carnival of Mystery, 
Golden Monkey, Millionaire Sevens, 
Mayan Riches and Lion Dance. The denom- 
inations range from one cent to $1,000. 

The casino is open daily at 10 a.m. with 
Poker at 2 p.m. and Bingo at 6:45 p.m., 
Monday through Friday (no bingo on Mon- 


days). Poker and Bingo are on Saturdays 
with Poker at noon and Bingo at 12:45 p.m. 
and 6:45 p.m. On Sundays, Poker begins at 
noon and Bingo at 2 p.m. 


Chris Jenkins 

The Tribal Council prepares for the ceremonial slot pull. 


Chris Jenkins 

Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Roger Smith 
speaks to guests in attendance, saying “We 
have come a long way to where we are at now.” 



Classic Albums Live perform their re-creation of Pink Floyd’s “The Dark Side of the Moon. 


Packed House Attends Para- 
dise Live Grand Opening 

Classic Albums Live Presents The Dark Side of the Moon 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The grand opening 
of Paradise Live kicked off an explosion of 
sound with Classic Albums Live perform- 
ing as Pink Floyd on June 18. 

It took approximately six months to 
fully remodel the old Paradise Theater into 
the creation of Paradise Live. It is located at 
the Seminole Paradise between Spirits 
Night Club and Pangaea. The venue seats 
590 people, which includes 10 booths. 

Classic Albums Live is a Toronto- 
based concert series that re-creates some of 
rock and roll’s musical marvels, including 
Pink Floyd’s classic 1973 album “The Dark 
Side of the Moon.” They are scheduled to 
have continued performances until mid 
October also performing as bands including 
The Beatles, The Doors, The Eagles and 
AC/DC. 

Bemie Dillon, senior vice president of 
entertainment at the Seminole Hard Rock 
Hotel & Casino, said: “They are amazing 
musicians and vocalists presenting some of 
the most incredible music of our time.” 

For more information or event listings 
visit www.hardrocklivehollywoodfl.com. 



Senior Vice President of Entertainment Bernie 
Dillon welcomes the full house to the first per- 
formance of Classic Albums Live. 


Immokalee Casino Welcomes Class III Games 


BY CHRIS JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — More than 200 people cele- 
brated the latest round of upgrades as Class III gaming 
made its way to the Seminole Casino - Immokalee on 
June 12. 

Members of the Tribal Council, including Holly- 
wood Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. and Big Cypress Rep. 
David Cypress, Tribal dignitaries, special guests and 
more gathered for the ceremonial slot pull as 400 of the 
casino’s 800 machines were switched and installed. 

Rep. Cypress commended those working behind 
the scenes, saying “the staff is the most important com- 
ponent in everything.” 

Rep. Osceola disclosed that there are plans in early 
2009 to add a casino-hotel, a venue and retail stores, 
blackjack, baccarat and other table games, to emulate 
the Hollywood Hard Rock Hotel & Casino. 

He also shook things up by making a grand 
entrance riding in on a Harley Davidson motorcycle 
with Elvis Presley tribute artist Chris McDonald on 
board. The nationally known performer, and Fort Laud- 
erdale native, sang some of Presley’s classic hits at the 
event. McDonald is the only tribute artist contracted 
directly through Presley’s estate, Elvis Presley Enter- 
prises. 

“The casino worked hard to set up the image of Las 
Vegas, and it was flashy,” said Gary Bitner of the 
Tribe’s public relations firm Bitner Goodman. 
“McDonald is a great entertainer and the connection 
was made to bring Vegas to Immokalee.” 


The machines are manufactured by International 
Game Technology (IGT) and Bally Technologies. 
Game selections include: Playboy, Carnival of Mystery, 
Golden Monkey, Millionaire Sevens, Mayan Riches 
and the Lion Dance. The denominations will range 
from one cent to $1,000. 

The Seminole Casino - Immokalee is located in 
Southwest Florida on Highway 846, five blocks south 
of Highway 29, between Miami and Naples. It is open 
24 hours a day, seven days a week and is the largest, 
attraction in the five county region. 



Photo Submitted by Bitner Goodman PR 


Chairman Mitchell Cypress heads up the ceremonial slot 
pull, celebrating Class III gambling coming to Immokalee. 
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Charter School Students Put on Culture Display 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BRIGHTON — The Pemayetv 
Emahakv Charter School opened its campus 
doors on May 30 for its students to have an 
opportunity to show off the culmination of a 
school year full of cultural activity. 

Parents were invited to attend the Creek 
language classes with their children and 
then view the beautiful handmade bead 
projects completed during the school year. 

Seminole Culture Director Lorene 
Gopher, Culture Program Coordinator 
Shelley Walker and Culture Project 
Organizer Nancy Shore greeted the first 
group of spectators at 9 a.m. 


The Culture Program makes wide use 
of the natural talents and expertise of Tribal 
citizens like Nancy Shore, Martha Jones, 
Shirley Sampson, Jennie Shore and Janelle 
Robinson to name a few. In total, 15 indi- 
viduals make up the Culture & 
Development Team. 

While all Seminole arts and crafts are 
introduced in the program, the 2007-2008 
school year concentrated on beadwork at all 
grade levels. Classes met twice a week for 
50 minutes to study the Creek language, 
work on their projects and discuss their cul- 
tural heritage. 

Lorene Gopher stressed priority for the 
new generations to learn and use their 
native language. When a culture loses its 


language, it is doomed for destruction. In 
the hopes of simplifying the learning 
process, she has a 2,000 word Creek dic- 
tionary compiled and ready for printing to 
aid in the acquisition of language skills. 

“The Culture Program is an exercise in 
learning and achievement through disci- 
pline and encouragement,” Gopher said. 

Projects were attractively displayed 
around the room in glass-covered shadow- 
boxes, featuring medicine color Seminole 
patchwork adornment. The exhibit was 
arranged by class and the children spent 
time with the language arts department, then 
recited the pledge in Creek and toured the 
display area with their families. 

Nancy Shore explained the method of 


teaching the beading process using large 
pony heads in medicine colors and slowly 
graduating the students to smaller materials 
and more difficult artwork. The youngsters 
are permitted to advance at their own pace, 
but must remain dihgent. 

The end result was extraordinary. 
Regardless of age, length of attention span 
and capability, the beading was a work of 
art. All of the students and their parents 
were eager to take home the finished proj- 
ects. 

Brighton Board Rep. Johnnie Jones 
carefully looked at the projects and congrat- 
ulated the groups of youngsters. 

Please see CULTURE •> Page 10 



The Class of 2008 (L-R, Back Row) Lindsay Sauls, Gregory Carter Jr., Chelsea Mountain, Nick Frank, Travis Pacheco, (L-R, Front Row) Demetria Tigertail, Brittany Smith and Ashley Santiago relax 
in paradise at the Atlantis resort in the Bahamas. 

High School Graduates Unwind in Paradise 


BY SHELLEY MARMOR 
Staff Reporter 

NASSAU, BAHAMAS — The Seminole Tribe of 
Florida knows that after 12 years of schooling, their high 
school graduates deserve a much needed break. Which is 
why each year since 1999, the graduates get to unwind 
for a few days in paradise before embarking on whatever 
path they chose for their future. 

This year, Gregory Carter Jr., Nick Frank, Chelsea 
Mountain, Travis Pacheco, Ashley Santiago, Lindsay 
Sauls, Brittany Smith and Demetria Tigertail, all repre- 
senting the Class of 2008, spent four relaxing days at the 
Atlantis resort on Paradise Island in the Bahamas for 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress’s annual high school gradua- 


tion trip. 

This year’s trip, which took place June 23-26, was 
open to each of the Tribe’s 23 high school grads; howev- 
er, some could not attend due to prior commitments. 
According to Education Director Emma Johns, this year’s 
number of high school graduates is more than double last 
year’s number. 

Each year, the main event on the graduates’ itinerary 
is the dinner banquet, held onsite at Atlantis on June 24. 
At the dinner banquet, parents, Education Dept, staff and 
Tribal representatives ahke get a chance to express their 
pride at each graduate’s accomplishment. 

Ft. Pierce Liaison Sally R. Tommie emceed the ban- 
quet, first asking Chairman Cypress to address the grad- 
uates. 


“You are our future leaders,” Chairman Cypress said. 
“You have an opportunity to be whatever you want and 
the Seminole Tribe will be behind you 120 percent.” 

The Chairman encouraged them to continue their 
education, but more importantly to come back and work 
for the Tribe once they do so. He told the graduates to 
look to those in the Tribe who have already done just that, 
such as Chief Operations Officer Elrod Bowers and 
Education Director Emma Johns, both in attendance at 
the banquet, as role models. 

Liaison Tommie then asked Brighton Tribal Council 
Rep. Roger Smith to take the mic. He acknowledged the 
hard work of all the grads, citing in particular his daugh- 

Please see GRADUATES * Page 11 


Immokalee Youth Host Tutor Appreciation Party 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — Students attending 
the tutoring program, sponsored by the 
Education Dept., gathered at the Diane 
Yzaguirre Memorial Library on May 21 for 
an Ice Cream Social in recognition of their 
tutors. 

As the tutors entered the room, the stu- 
dents cheered for these dedicated teachers 
who had successfully coached them 


throughout the school year and become 
their friends and mentors. With their assis- 
tance, FCAT scores had soared and passing 
grades had become the norm for the young- 
sters. 

Education Intervention Specialist 
Diana Rocha and Tutor Coordinator Julissa 
Collazo gave brief presentations followed 
by the students distributing gifts of appreci- 
ation to their tutors. 

Following slices of pizza, the ice cream 
social got underway. 




Students treat their tutors to an end of the year ice cream social in Immokalee. 


Tutor Coordinator Julissa Collazo places cherries on top of a sundae for Crystal Garcia. 



(L-R) McKayla Snow presents scholarship recip- 
ient Leanne Hammack with a beaded stetho- 
scope. Hammack plans to use the scholarship 
money to attend nursing school and eventually 
wants to be a neonatal nurse. 

Dawn Marie Snow 
Fertitta Scholarship 
Awarded 

BY ELBERT SNOW 
Contributing Writer 

OKEECHOBEE, Fla. — Okeechobee 
High School hosted their annual scholar- 
ship awards night on May 20. During the 
ceremony Tribal citizen McKayla Snow, 
11, of Brighton presented the Dawn Marie 
Snow Fertitta Scholarship Award to Leanne 
Hammack. 

McKayla’s mom, Dawn Snow Fertitta, 
was a licensed practical nurse in the process 
of advancing her career by studying to 
become a registered nurse when she had a 
tragic accident that took her life in 2003. 
This memorial fund was started by father 
and stepmother, Elbert and Judy Snow of 
Brighton, with assistance from the 
Seminole Tribe. 

The memorial scholarship was first 
handed out three years ago to assist a grad- 
uating senior who wanted to continue their 
education in nursing. This year’s recipient 
said she plans to become a neonatal nurse 
and in addition to the scholarship award, 
McKayla Snow also presented Hammack 
with a beaded stethoscope. 



Myra Billie Frank, wearing her cap and gown and 
gold cords — which signify that she graduated 
with honors — receives her diploma from the 
dean of Everest Institute. 

Myra Billie Frank 
Earns Pharmacy Tech 
Diploma, Certification 

BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

FT. LAUDERDALE — Myra Billie 
Frank received her diploma from the 
Everest Institute in Pompano Beach, Fla. on 
June 20, making her a state certified phar- 
macy technician (CPhT). 

“You can officially call me Myra Frank 
CPhT, now,” she said. 

Frank said she eventually plans to 
attend Broward Community College to 
receive an associate’s degree in health care, 
with an emphasis in diabetes. However, for 
right now, she said she will remain in her 
current job with the Tribe. 

“My plans right now are to continue 
working with the Language Department,” 
Frank said. 

Frank has worked for the Tribe for sev- 
eral years and is currently a language and 
culture teacher with the Culture Dept, in 
Hollywood. Before this, she worked with 
the Communications Dept, where she was a 
photo archivist assistant and also assisted 
with newspaper delivery throughout all the 
reservations. 

She said working for the Tribe has 
been a great experience, and it makes her 
feel good to help out when it’s needed. If 
she wasn’t working with the Tribe, Frank 
would use her certification to be a pharma- 
cy tech in a hospital. 

Frank, daughter of Agnes Frank and 
Theodore Billie, is originally from Trail, 
and was bom in Miami. She graduated from 
the Miccosukee Indian School before con- 
tinuing her education. She said her greatest 
inspiration in life is her children, Carmello 
and Amaya, with a third child due in 
September. 

“Everything I do, I do for my kids,” 
she said. 
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Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Sean Osceola shares his handiwork with Brighton Council Rep. Roger Smith and Louise Gopher. 
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* Culture 

Continued from page 9 


“I know your parents are 
proud of your accomplish- 
ments and it is wonderful to 
see you carrying on the tradi- 
tion of your ancestors,” Rep. 
Jones said. 

Brighton Council Rep. 
Roger Smith sat in on one of 
the language classes and 
joined the children in saying 
the Pledge of Allegiance in 
Creek. 

“I was very happy to see 
the number of parents 
encouraging and interacting 
with their children here 
today,” Rep. Smith said. 
“Culture is all about the 
responsibility to family, clan, 
roots and heritage. A strong 
culture strengthens the Tribe 
and ensures its future.” 





The Culture & Development Team, who teach the Culture Program. 


Ahfachkee Students Tour Clewiston Public Library 



Barbara Oeffner. Director. Clewiston Public 
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Big Cypress’ Willie Frank Library staff and education tutors took 36 Ahfachkee students on a field trip to the Clewiston 
Public Library June 24. Transportation, pizza, and drinks were provided by the Big Cypress Recreation Dept. 



1 - 800 - 808-2062 


Clewiston Public Library volunteer Kendra Hamilton (Left, Center) shows the Ahfachkee students a computer and books in 
the children’s area. 
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Nick Frank, 18, with Mom Nancy 
Clan: Panther 
Reservation: Tampa 
School: Lake Gibson High 

Future Plans: Travel the world studying martial arts 
and eventually open a martial arts 
school with his brothers 



Demetria Tigertail, 18, with Mom Renee 
Clan: Otter 

Reservation: Big Cypress 
School: Hollywood Christian 
Future Plans: Undecided 



Gregory Carter Jr., 18, with Grandma Mary Tigertail 
Clan: Otter 

Reservation: Big Cypress 
School: West Oakes Academy 
Future Plans: Attend Haskell Indian Nations University 
in the fall, where he will also play on the football team 
as a fullback and plans to try out for 
the basketball team 



Ashley Santiago, 18 
Clan: N/A 

Reservation: Tampa 
School: Palmetto High 

Future Plans: Earn an associate’s degree from Mana- 
tee Community College before transferring to FSU to 
earn her bachelor’s degree 



Graduates 

Continued from page 9 

ter Brittany, 18. Rep. Smith said Brittany is he and wife, 
Diane’s, last child to graduate high school and jokingly 
added that he “won’t have to come back to the Bahamas 
next year.” 

He then let the graduates know that since the Tribe 
understands college is not for everyone, there are also 
scholarships available for vocational and technical 
institutions through the Adult Education Program with- 
in the Education Dept. While Rep. Smith admitted col- 
lege was not for him, he said he went on to learn a trade, 
eventually becoming a heavy equipment operator. 

In addition to the vocational scholarship, the Tribe 
also offers the Billy L. Cypress Higher Education 
Scholarship, which covers tuition, hooks, room and 
board and more at community colleges and universities. 
Higher Education Advisor Erlinda Iley was on hand to 
answer any questions the grads had about either pro- 
gram, as well as about higher education in general. 

Non-Resident Liaison Holly Tiger-Bowers then 
addressed the graduates. Liaison Tiger-Bowers held the 
position of Tribal clerk for several years before being 
appointed non-resident liaison in late 2006. 

She said that while in the Tribal clerk’s office, Jar- 
rid Smith, also in attendance at the banquet, worked 
with her as an intern. Liaison Tiger-Bowers encouraged 
the Tribal youngsters to pursue internships within vari- 
ous departments of the Tribe. 

“You might find out you like doing something you 
never knew you would like,” she said. 

In addition to Smith, who earned his bachelor’s 
degree from Florida Atlantic University last year, fel- 
low college graduate Kyle Doney, who received his 



Ft. Pierce Liaison Sally R. Tommie emcees the annual Dinner 
Banquet, held the evening of June 24 onsite at Atlantis. 


bachelor’s degree from Florida State University (FSU) 
last year, and FSU senior D’Anna Osceola, attended 
this year’s trip. The three offered first-hand advice to 
the graduates as most of them begin their higher educa- 
tion career. 

“It wasn’t that easy for me, hut the Education 
Department was there to give me direction,” said 
Doney. 

Both Doney and Smith have taken jobs within the 
Tribe since graduating college; Doney in the Brighton 
Information Technology Dept., and Smith in Brighton 
Tribal Council Rep. Roger Smith’s office. 

“In the future, I want to see you guys working 
alongside me,” Smith said. 

Osceola said she will graduate with a bachelor’s 
degree in family and child sciences in 2009, before con- 
tinuing her graduate studies at FSU. She said she wants 
to return to work for the Tribe as a counselor at the 
Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School after she receives 
her master’s degree. 

Naples Liaison OB Osceola Jr., who said he hasn’t 
missed a graduation trip yet, was the last Tribal official 
to address and congratulate the graduates. He shared a 
history of his family’s entrepreneurial legacy in Florida, 
discussing both his grandfather, Cory, who managed the 
popular Musa Isle native village in Miami before open- 
ing his own native village on Hwy. 41 in Collier Coun- 
ty years later, and father, OB Sr., who has been a suc- 
cessful chickee builder in Colher County for several 
decades. 

Following Liaison Osceola Jr., guest speaker 
Chance Rush (Hidatsa/Dakota/Arapahoe) of Shawnee, 
Okla., offered his own words of wisdom to the Semi- 
nole graduates. During his presentation, Rush told the 
graduates that each of them has a God-given talent and 
advised them to “use your qualities” as they enter the 
adult world. 


“You young people, you’re not the future, you’re 
not tomorrow, you’re right now,” he said “You are your 
greatest gift but also your own worst enemy.” 


Rush is the owner/director of Cloudboy Consulting 
and tours the country giving motivational speeches to 
Native youth. He is also a father of two who holds a 
bachelor’s degree in social work from Oklahoma Bap- 
tist University, located in his hometown of Shawnee. 

Though not on the official agenda of the night, 
emcee Tommie decided there were some special people 
in attendance who needed to share their thoughts — the 
parents. 

“If [the graduates] put in 12 years worth of work, 
you’ve done double that,” Liaison Tommie said. 

Renee Tigertail, mother of Demetria, took the mic 
first. She emotionally encouraged her daughter to “do 
better than me” and to “set goals and accomplish them,” 
a sentiment echoed by all the parents in their speeches 
that followed. 

Following parent speeches, each grad shared their 
future plans with those in attendance. Though the grad- 
uates had only finished high school less than a month 
prior to the evening’s dinner banquet, the majority of 
them already have plans to begin studies at higher edu- 
cation institutions in the fall. 

The following day, June 25, the grads embarked on 
a historic city tour of Nassau, the Bahamian capital city. 
The group took in sights including the Bahamian Parlia- 
ment building, Forts Montague and Charlotte, two of 
the three forts located on the island, and Gregory’s 
Arch. 

The group also made a stop to walk down the 65 
steps at the Queen’s Staircase — Nassau’s most visited 
attraction. Each step of the scenic staircase is said to 
represent one year of Queen Victoria’s 65 year reign 
over the Bahamas. 

Following the tour, the group dined at Luciano’s 
Italian restaurant in Downtown Nassau before heading 
to the famous Straw Market for some shopping, which 
graduate Ashley Santiago said was her favorite part of 
the trip. 



(L-R) Brittany Smith leads Kyle Doney and the rest of the group down the 65 steps at the historic Queen’s Staircase during 
the historic city tour on June 25. 



Chelsea Mountain, 18, with Mom Esther Gopher 
Clan: Bird 

Reservation: Hollywood 
School: American Heritage 
Future Plans: Attend Broward Community College for 
one year before transferring to either Haskell Indian 
Nations University or Seminole State College, both in 
Oklahoma, to major in sports medicine 
and minor in business 



Travis Pacheco, 18, with Mom Naomi 
Clan: Bird 

From: Pueblo, Colorado 
School: Centennial High 

Future Plans: Attend Pueblo Community College in his 
hometown and eventually return to his high school as 
both a teacher and football coach 



Brittany Smith, 18, with Dad Roger and Mom Diane 
Clan: Panther 
Reservation: Brighton 
School: Okeechobee High 

Future Plans: Earn an associate’s degree from Indian 
River Community College before transferring to FSU to 
complete her studies in architecture 



Lindsay Sauls, 18 
Clan: Deer 

Reservation: Brighton 
School: Okeechobee High 

Future Plans: Earn an associate’s degree from Indian 
River Community College before transferring to FSU to 
earn a bachelor’s degree in either business or educa- 
tion, and eventually teach fifth grade at the Tribe’s 
Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School 
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| FATHER'S DAY 

Father's Day Dinner, Go Cart Outing Honors Those in Hollywood Community 



(L-R) Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr., Mitch Osceola and 
Steven Osceola are ready to race. 



BY FELIX DOBOSZ 
Staff Reporter 

FORT LAUDERDALE — More 
than 50 Hollywood community members 
gathered for the reservation’s annual 
Father’s Day celebration, held this year at 
Xtreme Indoor Karting, a large sports 
amusement center, on June 12. 

On this go cart track, one of the 
fastest and longest in the world, accord- 
ing to www.xtremeindoorkarting.com, 
their Bowman Arrow Race Karts can 
travel up to speeds of 45 mph, making it 
the perfect destination for dad and grand- 
dads needing to fulfill their need for 
speed. 

This fun-filled event was co-spon- 
sored by Hollywood Council Rep. Max 
B. Osceola Jr. and Hollywood Board Rep. 
Gloria Wilson’s offices. Councilman 
Osceola, a father and grandfather him- 
self, also attended the event. 

“I’ve been involved in all kinds of 


racing with motorcycles and boats, this is 
fun right here,” he said. “It is extreme — 
extreme carting.” 

With no power steering on these 
carts some of the racers were having a 
hard time, though most drivers made it to 
the finish line. They agreed it was a 
unique experience and a real challenge to 
maneuver the sharp hairpin turns of the 
half- mile track. 

In addition to the men’s races, the 
women got in on the action as well with a 
Powder Puff race, which Nicole Osceola 
won. Racer Holly Tiger-Bowers joked 
“we need to check those vehicles for 
power-steering.” 

In between gaming on any of the 120 
arcade games at Xtreme Indoor Karting 
and racing there was a large buffet set up 
in one of the main meeting rooms. Tribal 
citizens, along with their families and 
friends, dined on a delicious meal while 
watching other riders on the track. 



Steven Osceola leads the group as they begin their race around the track. 



Mitch Osceola is ready to race with his full face helmet on. 



Holly Tiger-Bowers makes her way through the track’s twists and turns. 
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| FATHER'S DAY 


Tribal Fathers Honored in Big Cypress 


BY CHRIS JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Fathers young 
and old alike had their day to celebrate 
and be celebrated at Big Cypress’s 
Father’s Day luncheon celebration, held 
June 13 at the Herman L. Osceola Gym. 

Along with community members, 
Big Cypress Tribal Council and Board 
representatives also attended the festiv- 
ities. Chairman Mitchell Cypress took 
the time out to recognize the fathers, 
grandfathers and great-grandfathers in 
attendance, calling Father’s Day “the 
best day out of the whole year,” a senti- 
ment echoed by fellow Tribal officials. 

“There is that respect that you give 
to your parents,” Big Cypress Board 
Rep. Cicero Osceola, a father of three, 
said. “It is about showing a lot of love 
to my parents by giving them a lot of 
love and support.” 

Senior Tribal citizen Paul “Cow- 
hone” Buster said although the Semi- 
nole culture is matriarchal by tradition, 
the father of five with three grandchil- 
dren, admits he learned a lot of life les- 
sons from his father, the late Junior 
Buster. 

“He said to never hate, I do my best 
to like everyone,” Buster said. “He also 
said to always put God first; God is 
more important then anything else.” 

“Dads are good people and they are 
just as important as mom,” Buster 
added. 



Chris Jenkins 


Joe Osceola spends time with his great-granddaughter, Vanessa, at the 
Father’s Day luncheon. 



Chris Jenkins 

(L-R) Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. David Cypress and Chairman Mitchell Cypress welcome attendees to the event. 


Immokalee Community Recognizes Fathers 




Freelance Reporter 


lenge,” Chairman Cypress said. “On what Father’s Day means within the 

the playing field of life, there are Seminole Tribe. 

wins and loses. The important thing “Recognizing the role played 


IMMOKALEE — Residents is to give it your best effort. You by fathers in the family and commu- 
of the Immokalee Community cele- may not always win, but what mat- nity is important throughout the 
brated Father’s Day on the evening ters is how you play the game.” year,” Liaison Aguilar said, 
of June 1 3 by taking a trip to the see Immokalee Council Liaison “Father’s Day is a wonderful time to 
the NFL — without leaving the gym Elaine Aguilar echoed the Chair- thank your father and uncles, who 
— for the annual Father’s Day cele- man’s message, also emphasizing carry a heavy responsibility in our 
bration. 


The football- 
themed party was deco- 
rated with playing field 
table cloths, helmets, 
balloon goal posts, giant 
footballs, team posters 
and a gridiron cake. Par- 
tygoers were encour- 
aged to don jerseys or 
cheerleading attire for 
the occasion. 

Following those 
instructions and don- 
ning a Miami Dolphins 
football jersey, Chair- 
man Mitchell Cypress 
came forward to emcee 
the fun filled activities 
of the celebration. 

“Being a good 
father or uncle has 
always been a chal- 


(L-R) Gabriel Acosta and Tracey DeLaRosa present Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress with a gold chickee charm for Father’s Day. 


clan tradition.” 

After the group 
dined, Kenny Joe Davis of 
the Immokalee Seminole 
Ranch presented each of 
the seniors with a gold 
charm in the shape of a 
chickee. The charms were 
carefully crafted to 
include the intricate detail 
of the thatched roof and 
log poles. 

With the crowd acting 
as cheerleaders, all of the 
fathers stepped up to a 
large inflated football and 
attempted to kick a field 
goal before receiving their 
gifts and door prizes 
which included grills, 
fishing poles, football 
memorabilia and a large 
screen TV. 
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Health 


Combatting 
Mold in the 
Home 

BY CARTER ELBON, RS, MESH, DflflS 
Environemntal Health Asst. Program Manager 

Do you have stains, discolorations, and 
spotty areas on your walls, ceilings, furni- 
ture, or leather goods? Do you have a damp 
or musty smell? How about water problems 
like a leaky roof? 

Mold is alive. There are thousands of 
different types of mold. Molds are living 
organisms that grow easily, particularly in 
warm, damp, humid conditions where there 
is little or no air movement; this type of 
mold is called mildew. 

Mold is related to mushrooms and 
yeast but is microscopic. We are able to see 
or smell mold only when there is a large 
quantity. Mold will grow almost anywhere: 
walls, ceiling, carpets, or furniture. Humid- 
ity or wetness, caused by water leaks, spills 
from showers and bathtubs, or air condi- 
tioning condensation, can cause mold to 
grow in your home. 

Mold grows by producing “spores,” 
which are tiny particles that float through 
the air. These can sometimes cause health 
problems. Mold does not affect everyone, 
and different people are affected differently 
when mold is breathed or inhaled. People 
who are allergic to mold may get watery 
eyes, runny or stuffed noses, itching, 
headaches, and difficulty in breathing. 
Mold can also be an asthma trigger. 

Some molds produce toxins, poisons, 
which may be hazardous if people are 
exposed to large amounts of these molds. 

You must remember you cannot elimi- 
nate all mold spores, but you can take the 
following steps to prevent and get rid of 
mold: Fix water problems such as roof 
leaks, loose windows and door frames, sink 
leaks, leaky pipes and faucets; Make sure 
your home is well ventilated and always use 
the ventilation fans in bathrooms and 
kitchens; Humidity in your home should be 
less than 50 percent by using an air condi- 
tioner or dehumidifier; Avoid carpeting in 
kitchens and bathrooms; Pick up and dry 
floor mats, if used; Identify areas and find 
mold that may be growing in your home; 
Search for areas that have a damp or moldy 
smell, such as storage rooms, laundry 
rooms, spare or unused bedrooms; Look for 
water stains or colored, fuzzy growth on 
and around ceilings, walls, baseboards, 
floors, window sills and pipes; Inspect 
behind and underneath materials such as 
carpeting, furniture, or stored items; and 
Inspect kitchens, bathrooms, and utility 
rooms for standing water in cabinets, water 
stains, and patches of out-of-place color. 

Respond by fixing any water problems 
immediately and clean or remove wet mate- 
rials, furnishing, or mold. You should: 
Clean up spills or floods within one day; 
dry all surfaces and eliminate the cause of 
the leak; install a dehumidifier where there 
is high humidity; replace contaminated 
components such as drywall and insulation; 
and clean mold or mildew off non-porous 
surfaces with a weak solution of bleach and 
water. 

In addition, throw out moldy materials 
that can not be cleaned including carpet, 
curtains, upholstered furniture, drywall and 
flooring. 

When cleaning mold, protect yourself 
by wearing long sleeves, pants, shoes, and 
rubber gloves, goggles and face mask. If 
you find a large area of mold of 4’ x 6’ or 
more, or are allergic to mold, consider hir- 
ing a professional to clean, remove, and fix 
the cause of the problem. 

If you have any questions, please call 
Carter Elhon at the Health Dept, at (954) 
962-2009 or e-mail carterelhon 
@semtribe.com. 



Mold growth in buildings can lead to a variety 
of health issues. Various practices can be fol- 
lowed to mitigate mold issues in buildings, the 
most important of which is to reduce moisture 
levels that can facilitate mold growth. Removal 
of affected materials after the source of mois- 
ture has been reduced and/or eliminated may 
be necessary for remediation. 



Chris Jenkins 

Tony Powell of the Glades Electric Cooperative offers tips to the Ahfachkee School students about power line safety. 


Emergency Management Hosts Public Safety Fair 


BY CHR IS JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The goal of the 
first annual Public Safety Fair was to 
inform and educate the Tribal community 
about a variety of safety-related topics 
that can he applied both in and out of the 
home. 

The Tribal Office of Emergency 
Management sponsored the event, held 
June 19 at the Herman L. Osceola Gym- 
nasium, and joined several other Tribal 
departments and outside safety authorities 
including: Seminole Fire and Rescue, 
Police, Health, Wildland Division, Family 
Services, Housing, the National Weather 
Service, American Red Cross, Glades 
Electric Cooperative, BAMACO, Inc., the 
disaster response group and GIS systems 
support, to disperse information to the Big 
Cypress community. 

Emergency Management Coordina- 
tor Andrea Ward said educating Tribal cit- 
izens to help protect themselves was the 
main concept behind the fair, which 
already took place in Hollywood on May 
2 and in Brighton on July 9. She said plac- 
ing a premium on safety along with estab- 
lishing better community relations and 
trust is vital. 

“We just want to focus on overall 


public safety from a precaution stand- 
point,” Ward said. “We are just trying to 
get information out there to the communi- 
ty.” 

Tony Powell, director of safety and 
training with Glades Electric Cooperative, 
which services the BC area, said his goal 
was to inform the community and youth 
of accident prevention involving major 
power line and generator safety while 
traveling on the road. 

“I do not want folks to take this kind 
of safety for granted,” Powell said. “I 
want the kids to have a general awareness; 
this kind of stuff is unforgiving and dan- 
gerous.” 

Fire Inspector Bruce Britton of the 
Seminole Fire Rescue Department spoke 
to the Ahfachkee School youth on tire 
safety and prevention in the home. The 
topics included: bedroom and room exit- 
ing strategies, smoke detectors, fire extin- 
guisher use, halogen light precautions, 
fire place precautions, and kitchen safety. 
Britton said these topics and others are a 
part of the ongoing Risk Watch program 
held for the youth through the year. 

“When you are in your home there 
are things you can be aware of to prevent 
many accidents,” Britton said. “We want 
them to understand ways of prevention.” 



Chris Jenkins 


Seminole Fire Rescue Dept. Fire Inspector Bruce Britton demonstrates emergency exit tech- 
niques in a simulated smoke-filled room. 


Fair Educates Tribal Community About Safety Issues 


BY SUSAN ETXEBARRIA 
Freelance Reporter 

BRIGHTON — How do you use a home fire extin- 
guisher? How can you prevent or survive a fire in your 
home? What are the dangers of carbon monoxide poison- 
ing from portable generators? 

Answers to these and many other life-threatening sit- 
uations were provided at the Brighton Public Safety Fair, 
held July 9 at the gym. 

An abundance of valuable information was made 
available at numerous exhibits. Parents and children 
attending the event had the chance to pick up information 
to study at home. There was also the opportunity to ask 
questions of experts in the public safety field. 

Sergeant James Campo, supervisor of the Dept, of 
Emergency Management Services, coordinated the event 
to show Tribal citizens what’s available for their personal 
and family safety. The fair has been presented at Holly- 
wood and Big Cypress and after Brighton will go to 
Immokalee and Tampa. 

“This fair is very helpful for the Tribal residents and 
offers them plenty of information,” said Sgt. Campo. “The 
resources available for Tribal protection are extensive.” 

Tribal citizens at Brighton, Tampa and Fort Pierce 
were also made aware of new and improved ways to 
obtain information from the Seminole Tribe of Florida’s 
Disaster Hot Line if there is an impending or occurring 
disaster. Option one is to call the hot line at (800) 617- 
7514 and the other option is to send an e-mail message to 
breoc@semtribe.com. 

Most of the exhibitors were from the Tribe’s own 
health, family services, emergency management and fire 
rescue departments. There were also guest presenters from 
local organizations and groups. 

The Glades Area American Red Cross urged people to 
take CPR classes they offer locally, especially since there 
are new life-saving techniques. The Miami-South Florida 
Weather Forecast Service offered information about track- 
ing weather predictions through the National Weather 
Service at www.weather.gov. Tribal citizens also had a 


chance to learn about Bamaco, Inc, a disaster recovery 
service the Tribe uses for debris removal. 

The Health Dept, offered a disaster preparedness kit 
for pets while the Seminole Police Department stressed 
gun safety. Seminole Fire Rescue had a table full of liter- 
ature and games they use in their Risk Watch program pre- 
sented at the Tribal preschools and grade schools. 

Much hurricane preparation information was made 
available and the 16-page “Seminole Tribe of Florida All 


Hazards Guide” handed out. 

The children were especially attracted to the “smoke- 
house” brought on the grounds from Palm Beach County 
Fire Rescue. This portable unit simulates what it is like to 
he in a smoke-filled house and teaches the youth what to 
do to exit the house safely. They were told after they exit 
a burning house there should always he a designated place 
to meet family members. 



Seminole Fire Rescue Lt. Inspector Robert Brown (R) instructs Alexus James (L) on how to use the fire extinguisher. 
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THE HEALTHY SEMINOLE 


Dear Nutritionist, 

I am a 43-year-old woman and recently moved in 
with my mother. I have been doing most of the cook- 
ing and grocery shopping. Mom doesn’t seem to like 
much of what I cook, saying that not much appeals to 
her. 

What should I do? I want her to be healthy and 
happy, and to make foods we both like to eat. 

Signed, 

Puzzled in the Kitchen 



Dear Puzzled, 

I am sure you will be able to find some foods you 
both enjoy and are good for your health. Asking your 
mother what things she would like from the grocery 
store and involving her in the menu planning should 
help to give you more ideas. As you are planning 
meals there are a few things to keep in mind. 

As we age, nutritional needs change. Appetite 
may decrease, foods may not taste like they used to, 
and it is likely that most people have some medical 
condition to consider when making food choices as 
well. Sometimes digestion can slow down, leading to 
constipation, which can be eased by slowly increasing 
fiber in your diet. 

If your mother finds she is not very hungry most 
of the time, I suggest encouraging smaller, more fre- 
quent meals. If her tastes have changed, trying some 
fresh spices or herbs, different recipes, or new foods 
may he helpful. 

The aging process as well as medications can 
sometimes cause both of these changes. Various med- 
ical conditions like diabetes, heart disease, high blood 
pressure, and high cholesterol can call for careful 
menu planning. If your mother has any medical con- 
ditions you should speak with her doctor or a regis- 
tered dietitian about appropriate food choices. 

Another consideration is hydration, or drinking 
enough fluid, during the day. Proper hydration is 
sometimes difficult to achieve in older people for a 
couple of reasons. A reduced sense of thirst is often a 
cause for people not drinking enough fluid. Also, if 
getting up out of a chair causes pain in the back, hips, 
knees, or feet for the person they may not want to get 
up to use the restroom as often, and therefore not 
drink as much as they should. 

Try to encourage your mother to drink plenty of 
water. It will help to keep her kidneys functioning 
properly and lubricate her joints, as well as aid in her 
digestion and help to prevent constipation. 

In order to maintain a healthy weight, we need to 


eat fewer calories as the years go by. Focusing on 
healthy foods like fruits, vegetables, whole grains, 
and low-fat dairy will give you the nutrients, vita- 
mins, and minerals you need without extra calories. 
Avoiding the fat and sugar in junk food, which we 
may have been able to tolerate in younger years, will 
also help to keep aging stomachs more calm. 

Staying active is also very important throughout 
life. Daily activity will help to keep us more flexible, 
our metabolisms functioning at a higher level, and 
maintain independence longer. I encourage people to 
continue walking as much as possible for as long as 
possible in life. Lastly, encourage your mother to keep 
exercising her brain by reading and doing puzzles. An 
active mind is a healthy mind. 

For more information, please contact the health 
educator or nutritionist at each reservation’s clinic. 
Best of luck to you both, 

Your Nutritionist 


This column is submitted to The Seminole 
Tribune by members of the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida’s Allied Health Department staff of nutri- 
tionist and health educators. We welcome all 
questions and provide one on one counseling as 
well a group lessons on a variety of health topics. 

For more information about this topic men- 
tioned in this month’s column, please contact the 
health educator on your reservation. Big Cypress 
Wellness Center, (863) 983-5798, Marjorie 
Meredith, Health Educator; Brighton Medical Clin- 
ic, (863) 763-0271, Barbara Boling, Health Edu- 
cator; Hollywood Medical Clinic, (954) 962-2009, 
Tina Mennella, Health Educator; Immokalee Med- 
ical Clinic, (239) 867-3400, Charlotte Porcaro, 
Dietitian/Health Educator. 


U.S. House Passes Child Welfare Bill, Increases Funding 

Litigation Includes Increases in Money to Tribal Foster Care 


SUBMITTED BY NICWfl 
www.nicwa.org 

WASHINGTON — On June 25, 
the House of Representatives unani- 
mously passed under suspension H.R. 
6307, the “Fostering Connections to 
Success Act.” 

Representative McDermott (D- 
WA) introduced the bill saying, “We are 
focused on the shortcomings of the 
existing system that can disconnect fos- 
ter children from the things they need 
most: Family, support, and school.” 

A provision in the hill was lan- 
guage that would authorize Tribal gov- 
ernments to apply to the Department of 
Health and Human Services to adminis- 
ter the Social Security Act’s Title IV-E 
Foster Care and Adoption Assistance 
programs. It would also allow Tribal- 
state agreements to administer them. 


H.R. 6307, introduced on June 19, 
by Representatives McDermott (D- 
WA) and Weller (R-IL), is a wide-rang- 
ing child welfare bill that covers such 
issues as supports for the placement of 
foster children with extended family, 
requiring reasonable efforts to place 
them together with siblings, requiring 
an oversight plan for the medical treat- 
ment of foster children, reauthorizing 
the Adoptions Incentives Program 
which expires this year, and Title TV-E 
access for Tribal governments for foster 
children in their care. 

The Title IV-E reforms in H.R. 
6307 used language from two other 
bills, H.R. 4688/S. 1956, introduced ear- 
lier in this congressional session by 
Rep. Pomeroy (D-ND) and Senator 
Max Baucus (D-MT), which have 
bipartisan support. Tribal governments 
and organizations such as the National 


Congress of American Indians (NCAI), 
the National Indian Child Welfare 
Association (NICWA), the Child Wel- 
fare League of America (CWLA), and 
the Pew Commission on Children in 
Foster Care supports this correction to 
Title IV-E law, an action they consider 
long overdue. 

Speaking from the House floor, 
Representative Weller said, “Our first 
Americans should be treated as full 
Americans, including in child welfare 
programs, as this legislation will 
accomplish.” 

“Clearly, the current system is not 
working for our first Americans — we 
want to right that wrong,” Rep. Weller 
added. 

The bill will continue to the Senate 
for consideration. It will likely be sent 
to the Senate Finance Committee who 
are currently working on their own 


child welfare bill and are expecting to 
mark up a hill from their committee by 
the end of July. 

Commenting on the bill’s passage, 
NICWA Executive Director Terry 
Cross, said: “This is the day that Tribal 
children and families have been waiting 
a long time for. We commend the House 
for this strong bipartisan effort and look 
forward to the Senate continuing this 
effort so our Tribal children and fami- 
lies in the foster care system can receive 
the services they need.” 

NICWA is a national nonprofit and 
the most comprehensive source of 
information on American Indian child 
welfare and works on behalf of Indian 
children and families. 

For more information on NICWA, 
please see their website at 
www.nicwa.org, or call them directly at 
(503) 222-4044. 


| THE HEALTHY SENIOR 


[Editor ’s Note: Fred Cicetti is a syndicated columnist 
who writes about issues concerning senior citizens’ 
health. The opinions he expresses are his own. If you 
would like to ask a question, please write 
fred@healthygeezer.com. All Rights Reserved © 2008 by 
Fred Cicetti.] 

Q: I’m a senior who’s having surgery and the one 
thing that scares me more than anything else is the anes- 
thesia. Can you tell me anything to reduce my fear? 

A: There are probably several sources for your fear. 
The first is that you’re older and wonder if you’re at 
greater risk than someone younger. The second is that 
anesthesia can be dangerous to anyone. The third is that 
you’ll lose total control when you’re under. I hope some 
of the facts about anesthesia will help with all of your 
fears. 

Anesthesia is risky, but today it is safer than ever for 
all age groups. Your age is not as important a risk factor 
as your medical condition and the type of surgery you are 
having. 

Safer drugs and major advances in the monitoring 
equipment used in surgery have reduced anesthesia com- 
plications. In the last decade alone, deaths caused by anes- 
thesia have dropped 25-fold, to 1 in 250,000. 

In addition, shorter-acting drugs, more specific drugs 
and new intravenous drugs can minimize the nausea and 
vomiting that sometimes occur after anesthesia. 

There are three main types of anesthesia: general, 
regional and local. 

General anesthesia makes a person unconscious so 
that the entire body is pain-free. Regional anesthesia is 
used to block sensation in one area of your body. Local 
anesthesia numbs a small part of your body. 

General anesthesia is used for extensive surgeries. 
The drugs used in general anesthesia are given intra- 
venously or are inhaled. They act as hypnotics, painkillers 
and muscle relaxants, and they block your memory of the 
surgery. 

Regional anesthesia is injected around a single nerve 
or a network of nerves that branches out and serves an 
area. For example, spinal, epidural and caudal anesthesia 
is injected into or near the spinal fluid, effectively numb- 
ing nerves that serve the lower half of your body. 

Local anesthesia may be used to numb only a small 
area of nerves at the site where the surgeon plans to oper- 
ate, such as for cataract surgery. Local anesthesia is also 
used for minor procedures such as skin biopsies and 
stitching a cut. 

During local and regional anesthesia, patients often 
receive intravenous drugs for sedation so that they can be 
comfortably drowsy during surgery and remember little of 
their time in the operating room. 

Before your surgery, you can also expect questions 
from your doctors regarding your anesthesia. The follow- 
ing have to be considered: medical problems you might 
have, medications you take, whether you smoke or drink 
alcohol, any allergies you have, previous negative experi- 
ence with anesthesia, and adverse reactions to anesthesia 
by other family members. 

The information collected by your doctors guides 
them in their treatment. For example, smoking or alcohol 
consumption can influence the way an anesthetic works in 
your body during surgery. Knowing whether you smoke 
or drink alcohol allows your anesthesiologist to choose 
anesthetics that are suited to you. And, some anesthetics 
include components of certain foods, such as albumin 
from eggs. Discussing food and drug allergies beforehand 
helps your anesthesiologist make important drug choices. 
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Sports 



Tyrone Cypress with daughters (L-R) Ashlee, 4, 
and Laycia, 5. 


Annual ‘Take 
A Kid Fishing’ 
Tourney Gets 
Underway 

BY CHRIS JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — That age-old bond 
between father and child was celebrated on 
June 19 as competitors participated in Leg 
1 of the annual Take A Kid Fishing Tourna- 
ment. 

The tournament, sponsored by the Big 
Cypress Recreation Dept., was open to all 
Tribal and community members. The day 
kicked off with lunch at the Swamp Water 
Cafe with tournament play beginning after- 
wards. 

Tyrone Cypress, father of two, took 
daughters Laycia, 5, and Ashlee, 4, out on 
the lakes. He said both were eager to com- 
pete in the tournament. 

“It is always exciting to bring them,” 
Cypress said. “They talked about it all last 
week.” 

Hollywood Recreation Dept. Coordi- 
nator Steve Young said the gathering was a 
nice alternative to the usual youth activities. 

“We are just trying to get the kids stuff 
to do,” Young said. “We want to get them 
outside and away from the other things like 
the video games.” 

Young said community adults with 
boats are encouraged to sponsor a child 
throughout the tournament's two remaining 
dates. 

Gift certificates were given to the win- 
ners from the retail sporting goods chain 
Outdoor World and the Big Bass Award was 
presented to the adult winner, Tyrone 
Cypress. In the youth division, the winners 
from Leg 1 of the tournament were: 1. Bar- 
ney Hines, 3.32 pound catch, 2. Ryan 
Cypress, 2.3 pounds, 3. Conchade Osceola, 
1 .43 pounds. 

At the tournament’s end, overall win- 
ners will receive a trip to Walt Disney 
World in Orlando. 



Participants in Leg 1 of the tournament. 



(L-R) Whitney Osceola and Tyler Harjochee practice during the free time given at the end of the camp. 


Youth Attend ‘Below the Rim’ Basketball Camp 

BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Seminole Recreation Dept, kicked 
off their basketball camp for the Hollywood community at the 
Hollywood Christian Academy gym on June 9. 

More than 40 children, ages 8-17, participated in the fun- 
filled learning experience. All of the kids that attended on the 
first day came back till the end. 

Instructors focused on many different fundamentals such as 
ball handling, shooting, passing, agility and speed just to name 
a few. The instructors for the week long activity were: Aaron 
Clark, Demetria Tigertail, Eddie Redd from Big Cypress, Tony 
Osceola from Brighton and Basketball Coach Carlos Adamson. 

Clark recently graduated high school and received a full 
scholarship to attend Alabama State University where he plans 
to play basketball. Tigertail also recently graduated high school 
and has plans to play college ball. 

This camp was set up in order to bring kids out to learn the 
skills of basketball, to get them to the next level in sports and to 
keep them busy and out of trouble, said Marl Osceola, assistant 
director of Recreation. 

“Everyone needs a hobby, no matter what it may be, sports 
or school work, just don’t choose a bad hobby,” Osceola said. 

The kids who participated in the fun were awarded with 
trophies, T-shirts and basketballs so they could keep up through- 
out the summer. 

Osceola said with the help of many people the basketball Marisoi Gonzalez 

camp was a huge success. They also may be planning a follow- The participants listen to Coach Carlos Adamson (R) as he discusses 

up camp at the end of the summer. the proper stance . 



Players Compete in BC Summer Pool Tournament 



BY CHRIS JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Big Cypress 
Summer Pool Tournament brought out a 
variety of players from novice to highly 
skilled to compete for supremacy at the 
Herman Osceola Gymnasium June 14. 

The noon event was open to Tribal and 
community members as well as invited 
guests in a double elimination format. 
Men’s and women’s eight ball action in 
both the 18-year-old and seniors 50 plus 
division and scotch doubles in nine ball 
action were featured with cash prizes 
awarded to the winners. 

BC Board and Tribal Council spon- 
sored the event and representatives partici- 
pated and showed their support including: 
Chairman Mitchell Cypress, Big Cypress 
Council Representative David Cypress, and 
Big Cypress Board Representative Cicero 
Osceola. 

Tribal citizen and 1 1 year player Pha- 
lyn Osceola said the gatherings are different 
than other competitive sports and provide 
an opportunity to socialize. 

“It is just fun competing and you also 
see people you have not seen in a while,” 
Osceola said, “ft is just a fun game as well; 
unlike basketball you do not have to take all 


of the contact.” 

Board Representative Osceola picked 
up the sport two years ago and says the plan 
to tie the tournament to a holiday weekend 
worked out well. 

“I like getting along with everyone and 
just enjoy playing,” he said. “The com- 
radery is nice also especially in celebration 
of Fathers Day and all.” 


Results from the Tournament 

Men: 8-Ball - 1. Mike Dewitt, 2. Alex 
Villalobos, 3. Leon Micco, 4. Raymond 
Garza, 5. Bronson Hill; 9-Ball - 1 . Alex 
Villalobos, 2. George Grasshopper, 3. 
Lonnie Billie, 4. Leon Micco, 5. Vincente 
Villalobos 

Women: 9-Ball - 1. Theresa Nunez, 2. 
Shammes El-Hout, 3. Phalyn Osceola, 4. 
Virginia Billie, 5. Pauletta Bowers 

Scotch Doubles: 1 . David Cypress & 
Phalyn Osceola, 2. Vincente Villalobos 
& Rena Blissett, 3. Jack Billie & Emma 
Jane Urbina, 4. Leon Micco & Tonya 
Juper, 5. Roy Snow & Theresa Nunez 


Hard Rock 
Live Hosts 
Miranda vs. 
Abraham 2 

BY CHRIS JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Hard Rock 
Live played host to one of the most highly 
anticipated slugfests in boxing this year on 
June 21. 

Seminole Warriors Boxing and Promo- 
tions and Sauderland Event LLC sponsored 
the event as Edison “Pantera” Miranda (30- 
3, 26 KOs) and “King” Arthur Abraham 
(27-0, 22 KOs) were the main event squar- 
ing off for round two of a war which began 
back in 2006. The evening also featured six 
other great bouts with live broadcast cover- 
age on Showtime’s® World Championship 
Boxing. 

Both were looking to turn the comer 
for even bigger opportunities. Although it 
was a non-titled bout, Miranda was contin- 
uing to make yet another push back toward 
a middleweight championship shot with a 
win. Reigning International Boxing Federa- 
tion (IBF) champion Abraham was looking 
for a little redemption and payback after 
out-pointing Miranda in a very controver- 
sial unanimous decision win in which he 
suffered through a broken jaw in two places 
early in the match. 

Coming in, the brash and bold Miranda 
was riding a two bout win streak and in his 
last action knocked out David Banks in 
three rounds in January. Abraham, of 
course, sported a perfect record knocking 
out Elvin Ayala in 12 rounds in March. This 
was also the first visit for Abraham to the 
U.S. and the first time for many Americans 
to see him in action. 

Please see BOXING * Page 18 
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Chris Jenkins 


Michaela Cypress prepares for a free throw. 

Youngsters 
Compete in 
‘Summer Jam’ 
Tournament 

BY CHRIS JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Basketball fanatics 
from all around brought their A-game to the 
Herman L. Osceola Gymnasium for the 
Summer Jam Youth Basketball Tournament 
on June 21. 

Youth from Hollywood, Miami, 
Immokalee, Clewiston and the BC area 
were all a part of the action with co-ed, 
boys’ and girls’ teams participating, and 
first and second place trophies awarded to 
the winners. 

Teams were divided into age groups 
with 4-9 and younger co-ed, 4-14 and 
younger boys, and 7-17 and younger boys’ 
teams. The girls had three 15 and under 
teams competing. 

Coach Eric Sanders and his Esta Chade 
9 and younger squad played well enough to 
get into the championship game finishing as 
runners up facing a familiar foe in Ives 
Estate of Miami. Sanders praised his oppo- 
nent’s performance in defeat. 

“We have played them quite a bit in the 
Hollywood leagues,” Sanders said. 
“Throughout the year they have done well 
in most of the Tribal tourneys.” 

Coach Eddie Redd with the BC Recre- 
ation Dept, made a run for the champi- 
onship in the boys 14 and younger division 
winning two straight to win the title. He 
said they were led by Tribal citizens Antho- 
ny Balentine with 14 points and Trent 
Mclnturff with eight points in the champi- 
onship game. 

“The kids started off really slow in the 
beginning and just came on strong in the 
end,” Redd explained. 


Results of the Summer Jam Tourney 

9 & younger co-ed: Ives Estate, Miami 

14 & younger boys: BC Seminoles 

15 & younger girls: Below the Rim, 

Hollywood 

17 & younger boys: Ives Estate 1, Miami 




The Seminole Tribune 


18 


July 25, 2008 



The competitors line up at the starting point before embarking on their 12.5 mile journey. 


Bike Race Draws Cycling Enthusiasts 

Race's 12.5 Mile Course Challenges Competitors 





Results of the 
First Annual 
Brighton Bike Race 


Travis Osceola - 45:05 
Norman Bowers - 47:05 
Preston Baker - 48:19 
Rita McCabe - 59: 41 
Carla Gopher - 1:03:20 
Reina Micco - 1:11:43 
Linda Tommie - 1:20:15 


Freelance Reporter 


BRIGHTON — Four women and three men com- 
peted in the Tribal citizen-only, First Annual Brighton 
Bike Race, held June 14. The race began at 8 a.m. at the 
starting point near the First Indian Baptist Church. 

The 12.5 mile course started at the church on C.R. 
721, then proceeded to Harney Pond Road, turning 
right past the Fred Smith Rodeo Arena and the Red 
Bam, then turning around and traveling back to C.R. 
721 and finally cycling to the end at the Trading Post 
Convenience Store. 

By the time the first cyclists made it to the Trading 
Post, Recreation Dept, staff and volunteers were wait- 
ing to clock their time and cheer them in. 

The overall times were excellent, according to 
Brighton Recreation Dept, employee and event organ- 
izer Kai Setty, and no one gave up. For most cyclists it 
was the longest ride they have ever done in one day, she 
said. 

Competitor Travis Osceola traveled all the way 
from Hollywood to participate in the race. Osceola said 
he rides his bicycle from his home to his job with the 
Hollywood Recreation Dept, almost daily — about 4.5 
miles each way. All his training must have paid off as 
he took first place in the men’s division with a time of 
45:40. 

Norman Bowers, although having to borrow a bike 
with a broken seat, managed to finish in second place 
with a time of 47:05. 

The crowd cheered as Linda Tommie, the only sen- 
ior to compete, approached the finish line. Tommie, 
who came in last with a time of 1 :20: 1 5, sweated it out 
till the very end, and in a time comparable to some of 
her junior competitors. 

In addition to the racers, there were plenty of Tribal 
Emergency Management Services and Seminole Police 
Department personnel on hand to assure that the ride 
was escorted and safe. There were other volunteers 
manning water stations and staff who rode trucks to 
watch the cyclists and check their times when they 
arrived at the finish line. 

At one of the water stations on Harney Pond Road, 
Rodney Osceola waited for the cyclists in his “wheel- 
mobile,” the wheelchair that he energetically spins 
around Brighton as an active volunteer at many 
Recreation Dept, events. Cyclists were told they had to 
ride to this halfway point where Osceola supervised the 
pick up of a beaded necklace which each competitor 
had to obtain to prove they actually rode all the way. 

According to Setty, this first- 
ever event was a success. 

“We will he prepared for anoth- 
er, bigger race, perhaps this winter,” 
she said. 


Susan Etxebarria 

First place winner Travis Osceola. 


Linda Tommie gets ready for the race. 


(L-R) Brighton Recreation Dept. Director Richard Osceola clocks in Preston 
Baker at end of his ride. 



(L-R) Victor Cayo blasts Harrison Cuello with a left, sending him rocking back- 
wards. 


Boxing 

Continued from page 17 

With a sly swiftness, Abraham 
came out on the defensive while 
Miranda countered aggressively 
using his jab while trying to attack 
the body. Most in attendance had 
Miranda slightly ahead and in con- 
trol through three rounds. 

At the 1:13 mark in the fourth, 
Abraham would have his way, 
however, unleashing a barrage of 
left crosses catching both Miranda 
and those in attendance completely 
off guard and sending Miranda to 
the mat three different times before 
the fight was stopped. 

“We saw the making of a 
superstar,” Warriors Executive 
Director Leon Margules said about 
Abraham after the fight. “I think he 
just got caught; a lot of it was just 
timing.” 

In other action: Warriors Raul 
Marquez pulled out a win in a bat- 
tering and bruising 12 round 
slugfest over Giovanni Lorenzo in 
the International Boxing 
Federation tile eliminator by unan- 
imous decision in middleweight 
action. The win gave Marquez a 
mandatory shot at Abraham’s IBF 
title in the fall. 


In welterweight action: 
Hollywood native Ed Parades got 
his 19th win by TKO against 
Maximino Cuevas, Victor Cayo 
moved to 16-0 over Harrison 
Cuello by a unanimous decision, 
Kenny Galarza stayed perfect with 
a KO win against Heraclides 
Barrantes, and in a special 
women’s welterweight attraction 
Cecilia Braekhus got a unanimous 


decision victory against Nicole 
Woods. 

In the one heavyweight bout, 
Elijah McCall, son of Warriors 
heavyweight contender Oliver 
McCall picked up his first profes- 
sional win against Darion Moss. 

The next action for Warriors 
Boxing and the Hard Rock is 
scheduled for Aug. 13 as a part of 
ESPN2’s Wednesday Night Fights. 



(L-R) Abraham plays coy, covering up early on, as Miranda tries to land a head shot. 
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Ft. Pierce Hosts Nintendo' 


Tourney 



Ke Yara Tommie won the Ft. Pierce Nintendo® Wii™ Bowling Tournament, 

Field Office. She won a five disc CD home stereo in the tournament, which was open to Ft. Pierce’s youth, ages 6-17. 


by Valerie M 

10 a.m.-3 p.m. on June 9 at the 


Felix DoBosz 

Golfer Lawrence Osceola takes a mighty swing down the long Virginia Billie hits her ball out of sand trap and towards the 
fairway. green. 


2-Man Texas Shamble Golf Tournament Held 


BY FELIX DOBOSZ 


Staff Reporter 


DAVIE, Fla. — The Seminole Tribe’s 
Recreation Dept, sponsored an unconven- 
tional golf tournament for Tribal citizens 
and friends to enjoy during the Fourth of 
July weekend. The tournament took place 
at the Grande Oaks Golf Club in Davie, 
Fla. 

The tournament had unusual twist with 
a two-man blind draw held in conjunction 
with the 2-Man Texas Shamble game. The 
rules were: Each player hits a tee shot from 
the teeing ground, then their partner hits 
that ball from where their partner hit it orig- 
inally. Then, partners switched up again for 
the third shot. This process continued until 
both halls are holed out. The best gross 
score of the two was recorded. 

Results were: 2-Man Texas Shamble: 
1. Charlie Cypress and Pete Russo, 2. Joe 
Osceola Jr. and Marcellus Osceola Jr., 3. 
Mondo Tiger and Elliot Young; Longest 
Drive: Pete Russo; Closest to Pin 
#7:Charlie Cypress, Lawrence Osceola and 
Virginia Bilhe; Closest to Pin No. 1 1 : Elliot 
Young and Mondo Tiger; Closest to Pin 
No. 17: Jackie Thompson. 
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Since 1990 i have protected rights 

LIKE YOURS. MY OFFICE DEFENDS DUl’S. DRUG 
OFFENSES, SUSPENDED LICENSE, DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE, AND ALL FELONIES AND MISDEMEANORS. 
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PAYMENTS 


Always Offering New Ford Specials 
To The Semmole*Miccosukee 
Communities And Their Employees! 


AND 


Huge Selection Of Preowned! 
All Makes And Models! 



Service And Parts Specials 
Always Available! Come By Or 
Just Give Us A Call! 


See Your New Ford For 
Less Somewhere Else? 
We’ll Beat Their Price! 
Just Call Us! 


OPEN 7 DAYS 


J 

PEMBROKE PI 

8655 Pines Blvd. 
HOLLYWOOD & PINES BLVD. 
IN PEMBROKE PINES! 


1 - 866 - 619-7011 
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Hollywood Reservation Has A Blast on the Fourth of July 


BY FELIX DOBOSZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Tribal citizens 
of all ages gathered along both sides of 
the fields of 64th Ave. for the annual fire- 
works display the Tribal Council and 
Recreation Dept, coordinated for this 
year’s July Fourth celebration. 

Recreation Director Moses “Bigg” 
Jumper Jr. talked about the importance of 
commemorating Independence Day with- 
in the Tribe. 

“From early times, we used to sched- 
ule softball tournaments; the Tribe has 
always liked to schedule some type of 
sporting event,” Jumper said. “Today 
with the way the situation is with our 
recreation programs, especially, we 
organized and put together all kinds of 
different events, from golf tournaments, 
to bowling tournaments, too. Even some 
basketball tournaments; those things are 
still around. 

“But we try to make sure we remem- 
ber our veterans, especially those today 
that are in Iraq,” Jumper added. “With the 
leadership we have with [Chairman] 
Mitchell [Cypress] being involved with 


veterans, and off course in remembrance 
of my father and uncle who did fight in 
WWII, you know this is a very patriotic 
day for me.” 

An assortment of carnival rides, as 
well as a small petting zoo and pony 
rides, kept the kids entertained leading up 
to the fireworks display. Parents super- 
vised as their youngsters ran around and 
played on wet slides to keep everyone 
feeling cool under the hot Florida sun. 

The Recreation Dept, supervised fun, 
competitive sporting activities, including 
a watermelon race, egg race, and an egg 
toss for all age divisions. They also 
scheduled a horseshoe contest that had to 
be postponed due to inclement weather. 

The older athletes played more com- 
petitive games in the gym including a 
three point shooting contest. A picnic- 
style dinner with relaxing musical enter- 
tainment was also provided next to the 
gym. 

Finally, as the sun set, rain showers 
could not dampen the celebration as the 
evening came to a thrilling conclusion 
with a traditional fireworks show that 
blasted off for nearly 30 minutes. 


L r - st- 


rides celebrating the Fourth of July together. 


Kids play egg toss game on the Seminole baseball field. 


Felix DoBosz Hollywood community youth enjoy the carnival-theme Fourth of July atmosphere, c 
plete with inflatable water rides. 


Tommie, 6, shows off her painted face. 


Fourth of July Sporting 
Contest Results 

Watermelon Race: 1 1 & Under: 1 . 
Grant Osceola, 2. Arek Jumper 3. 
Chayse Billie; Ages 12-14: 1. Neko 
Osceola, Jonathon Frank, 2. Damian 
Frank, Justin Frank, 3. Shelli Tiger, 
Clarissa Jumper. 

Egg Race: 11 & Under: 1. Neko 
Osceola 2. Luke Baxley Jr. 3. Krishawn 
Henry; Ages 12-14: 1. Clarissa 
Jumper, 2. Skyla Osceola, 3. Devan 
Bowers. 

Egg Toss: 11 & Under: 1. Tristen 
Wilcox & Daniel Rodriguez, 2.Tameron 
Wilcox & Francisco Rodriguez, 3. 
Devan Bowers & Rayce North; Ages 
12-14: 1. Justin Frank & Jonathon 
Frank, 2. Neko Osceola & Jordan 
Baker, 3. Clarissa Jumper & Rene 
Jumper. 

Three Point Shoot: 1 1 & Under: 1 . 
Tristen Wilcox, 2. Maurice Tyler; Ages 
12-14: 1. Hunter Osceola, 2. Kaylan 
Osceola, 3. Clarissa Jumper; Ages 15- 
17: 1. Ariah Osceola, 2. Kendra 
Osceola, 3. Krystle Young; Ages 1 8-49: 
1 . Leslie Osceola, 2. Greg Thomas, 3. 
Robert Stivers; 50 & Over: 1. Chuck 
Osceola. 


Where will your child 
be going to school 
next year?! 
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Koala Learning Centers 


954-43-SMART 

5E corner of Pin$s Blvd. ,nnd 17Hth Avenue, in PBcmbinhc Firms 
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SERVICES OFFERED 
11 Your Complete & Professional 
Properly Inspection Service" 
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Phone: 864,924,6168 
FAk: 954,437,2346 
Cell: 954,662^21 19 
Serving ALL of South Florida 
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Professional Service 


24 Hours • Speedy Release 


We have moved, the new address is... 

1128 NW 31st Ave 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33311 


Firecracker Walk/Run Kicks Off Fourth of July 
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BY CHRIS JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The barbeques 
and fireworks took a back seat in the early 
morning hours of July Fourth so Big 
Cypress community members could get a 
little exercise in at the fourth annual Fire- 
cracker Walk/Run. This summer event 
takes place on every reservation, with the 
exception of Hollywood. 

“We wanted to get people into doing 


something healthy for disease prevention, 
diabetes prevention, etc., and create a 
family event,” BC Health Educator Mar- 
jorie Meredith said. 

Tribal citizen Edna McDuffie, with 
the Health Department’s Community 
Outreach Program, said the event has 
been very popular since it began. 
McDuffie, who has attended the Fire- 
cracker Walk/Runs each of the four years, 
said about 35 participants attend annually. 

“This is part of our fun and exercise, 


r 


i 


and our Tribal leaders come out in sup- 
port of it as well,” McDuffie, who placed 
first in the 60 and older women’s divi- 
sion, said. “I love to walk so I do it for 
exercise; it is for the fellowship as well.” 

Cathy Cypress competed in the 31- 
45 year old Tribal women’s division and 
finished in first place, completing the 
three mile run in just 28 minutes. 
Cypress, an avid runner, said she has been 
active in the sport since age 15. This was 
her third year participating in the Fire- 
cracker Walk-Run. 

“I like to test myself,” Cypress said. 
“I like to see if I can continue to do what 
I have been doing.” 


miM|ra luumuum Mtivisor aiepname jonns 
McKenna Smith enjoys a refreshing mini pool (R) holds her son, Carriss Chilsom’s, hand 
as she squirts the water gun to make sure it’s while he enjoys a pony ride along with 
full. Azaria Simmons. 

Tampa Celebrates Independence Day 


Cathy Cypress, who placed first in the 31-54 year old division, maintains a brisk pace. 


Chairman Mitchell Cypress relaxes and gets 
a quick check-up after completing the Fire- 
cracker Walk-Run. 

Results from the Fourth 
Annual Walk/Run 

Youth: Ages 8-1 2, Walkers: 1 . Bly David- 
son, 2. Callie Joe; Runners: 1 . Sierra Bowers; 
Ages 13-17, Walkers: 1. Jeannie Capricien. 

Adults: Women: Ages 31 -54, Walkers: 1 . 
Carol Osceola, 2. Almira Billie, 3. Ervina 
Capricien; Runners: 1. Cathy Cypress, 2. 
Candy Cypress, 3. Eileen Waggerby; Ages 
46-59, Walkers: 1. Violet Jim; Runners: 1. 
Shirley Clay; Ages 60 and older, Walkers: 1 . 
Louise Billie; Runners: 1. Edna McDuffie; 
Men: Ages 60 and older: 1 . Paul Bowers Sr., 
2. Rudy Osceola. 

Non-Tribal Citizens: Runners: 1. Elwin 
McCowan, 2. Harley Roberts, 3. Dinah Harjo; 
Walkers: 1. Ashley Burnett, 2. Janthaniel 
Brooks, 3. Celesta Osceola. 


[L-Rj Mayra Simmons and Joel Foret 


and tie water balloons as 


of the kids’ activ 


Scott H. Cupp 

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW 
SPECIALIZING IN 
CRIMINAL LAW 

' 'Handling Crbrmal Cases Aatm Florida For Cher 20 Years " 

Law Office of Scott H- Cupp, LLC 
400 Executive Center Drive, Suite 201 
West Palm Beach, Florida 33401 
(561) 6S9-362J 
Fax: (561) 686-4567 
cupp law L956@bcllsouLh.net 





The Seminole Tribune 


23 


July 25, 2008 




Jocylyn Tiger enjoys the festivities in her patriotic red, white and blue Seminole skirt. 


Brighton Commemorates July Fourth 


Freelance Reporter 


BRIGHTON — A 

beehive of activity and 
many fun games and con- 
tests engaged the commu- 
nity residents during 
Brighton’s daylong Fourth 
of July activities. 

The Brighton Recre- 
ation Dept, organized soft- 
ball games. Bingo, horse- 
shoes, pie-eating contests, 
watermelon rolls and tug- 
of-wars, as well as a com- 
munity dinner. There were 
also carnival rides and an 
ice cream wagon. 

The general public 
came later in the day for a 
PRCA rodeo and fireworks 
display. 


Susan Etxebarria 

Malcolm Jones wins first place in the boy’s 5-6 year old 
pie eating contest. 


Judy Weeks 

Members of the Immokalee community participating in the runner’s 
division line up in front of the gym for the Firecracker Walk/Run on 
the Fourth of July. 


Immokalee’s youth turned out in the early morning hours of the 
Fourth of July to participate in the Firecracker Walk/Run. 


Immokalee Reservation Celebrates Fourth of July 


Larissa DeLaRosa does a flip on the bungee 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — Members 
of the Immokalee community 
gathered at the Ball Field and 
Recreation Complex on the Fourth 
of July to celebrate Independence 
Day. 

A carnival, complete with a 
water park, game booths and relat- 
ed outdoor summer activities, 
drew a large crowd. Gathering 
under the large chickee to wait out 
a passing storm, both children and 
adults indulged in the wide variety 
of favorites including snow cones, 
cotton candy and funnel cakes. 

Immokalee Tribal Council I 
Liaison Elaine Aguilar took 
advantage of the opportunity to 
talk about the historical aspects of 
independence and offer a prayer 
for all the brave men and women 
fighting around the world to 
. insure our continued freedom. 

A spectacular fireworks dis- 
play lit up the evening sky for 
more than 45 minutes, delighting 
Immokalee’s kids of all ages. 


skills at the game 


Immokalee Community Fourth of July Firecracker Walk/Run 
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TH£ NEW 2008 MODELS ARE HERE! OVER 1000 VEHICLES IN STOCK! 
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CHEVROLET * CADILLAC 
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Place your or [ter early 


On Pines/Hollywood Blvd. 

J u si West oil! nluersliv Drive 

954 - 433-3408 


o^hx m*(l\ 
Maroone 
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lor the 2010 Camare? 


Factory Paintlobs 


FOB 0 WHmJMmESi# 

ALES, HPVKt P4 RUMGWCFt! 


Factory Warranty 








Announcements 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY 


Happy birthday to our 
princess Cooper Rivers, who 
turned 14 on July 24, and our 
angel Marley Herrera, who 
turned 7 on July 8. This is 
your time to be young, to live, 
laugh, run, play and have fun 
with your family and friends. 
As you journey through life 
always remember where you 
come from, keep your heads 
held high with Seminole pride, 
look ahead and never let the 
past hold you back from your 
dreams and goals. 

You have been taught the 
Holy Scriptures from child- 
hood, and they have given you 
the wisdom to receive the sal- 
vation that comes by trusting 
in Christ Jesus. Always keep 
the Lord first in your lives and 
in your hearts and he will 
always bring you through even 
the toughest of times. 

To both of you, we love 
you. We’re very proud of you 
and your whole family will 
always be there to support 
you. 

Your parents, 

Clea Billie-Herrera and 
Jose Herrera 



IN MEMORIAM 


| CLASSIFIED ADS 


Tiffany Elizabeth 
Doctor 

June 11, 1983 - Feb. 23, 2002 

Happy 25th Birthday 

Six years, three months, four 
days 

Never once did 1 thank you 
for being you 

Did you know how much you 
meant to me? 

Little did 1 know myself 
Doing wrong was just 
because 

When you died 1 was mad at 
God 

He took you so it seemed he 
did not care 

You were more than me 
So who was 1 to have God 
work wonders in my life 
Six years, three months, four 
days 

1 am more than I was 
Everything is a reason 
To hear the story from dad’s 


first year AA medallion 
It almost made sense of why 
you are gone 

You are in my heart and now 
I feel strong 

1 realized I can do better 
It just took time for me to see 
I want the best for my kids 
and I 

I am in the right place so that 
I can try 

I think of you right 
Me not being messed up and 
high 

I only hope you somehow 
know 

I am starting to see clearly 
now 

I should have been more like 
you 

Instead of you being more 
like me 

I love you, I miss you 
There are no other words that 
can better explain that 
See you again someday 

— Mary Ann Doctor 


Francoise’s 

Barbershop 

6782 Stirling 
Road, Holly- 
wood, Fla. 
33024 

(954) 987-1309 
(954) 471-2469 

Where everyone 
is welcome. 
Skin fade, fade, 
layer cut, flat 
top, unisex 
color, highlights, 
correction hair- 
cut, kids and 
seniors. Enjoy 
the best old 
fashioned hot 
shave in town! 
European facial, 
waxing, $25 spa 
pedicure and 
manicure 
combo. 


Airboat for Sale: 2007 Chuck Hawk 
Step Performance airboat. Fuel Injected 
Lycoming 540, over 300 hp. Beautiful boat 
flames and power coated rigging, 200 watt 
C/D stereo, Custom trailer, Too many details 
to fist. Please call Mark Kendall (954) 610- 
0078. Asking $22,500. 



CONGRATULATIONS 



Congratulations to my children, Jerome, Robert Jr. and Mary Stivers, on their many accomplishments. 
Love, 

Mom (Mary Stivers) 


Tribune Submission Form 

Attention Seminole Tribal citizens and employees: If you would like to submit 
an announcement (birthday, new baby, marriage, etc.) or story idea to The Semi- 
nole Tribune, and to insure correct spelling, please fill out the information pro- 
vided below. If you have any questions about deadlines, etc., please call The 
Seminole Tribune at (954) 985-5702, Ext. 2, between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Our fax 
number is (954) 965-2937, or e-mail tribune@semtribe.com. 

Write Your Announcement Below (Please Print Clearly) 


PHONE: 

ADDRESS: 

MOTHER: 

FATHER: 

CHILDREN: 

GRANDPARENTS: 

CLAN: (OPTIONAL) 

If you would like your photos mailed back to you, 
please include your mailing address. 

SUBMITTED BY: 

DATE: 


Tribune Advertising Rates 

Please be advised of following advertising rates for 2008 

The Seminole Tribune remains your best advertising value. Each colorful addition 
comes out every month and your message will reach more than 6,000 readers, includ- 
ing a complimentary copy delivered to each room in the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & 
Casino. Join us and see why The Seminole Tribune is known as the most colorful 
newspaper in Indian Country. 

The Seminole Tribune reserves the right to approve or deny any content to be 
published in The Seminole Tribune or refuse an ad sale to an individual or business. 


One Time Ad Rates 



B&W 

Color 

Full Page . . 

$900 

$945 

Half Page . 

$500 

$525 

Quarter Page $300 

$315 

Eighth Page 

$200 

Bulk Ad Rates 

$210 


B&W 

Color 


6 Months 1 Year 

6 Months 1 Year 


(6 issues) (12 issues) 

(6 issues) (12 issues) 

Full Page 

.$5, 130... $9, 720 

,...$5,837 .$10,206 

Half Page 

.$2,850 . . .$5,400 

, . . .$2,993 . .$5,670 

Quarter Page — 

.$1,710. . .$3,240 

, . . .$1,796 . .$3,402 

Eighth Page 

.$1,1 40... $2, 160 

, . . .$1,197 . .$2,268 


Ad Submissions 

Send completed ad design to msher- 
man@semtribe.com or mail to 3560 North 
State Road 7, Hollywood, Florida, 33021, 
attention: Seminole Tribune. Digital artwork 
must be PC compatible in uncompressed tif, 
pdf, psd, ai, eps, or jpg. Resolution must be 
at 300 DPI. No faxed artwork or com- 
pressed files, please. 

Items not meeting these specifications 
will be redesigned and will incur design 
fees. 


Ad Design Services 
Let us design your ad! If you don’t have 
the design resources we can design your ad 
for you. Just send us your artwork, logos, and 
content. 

The rate is $45 per hour with a one hour 
minimum; Rush rate is $65 per hour. (954) 
985-5702, Ext. 4. 

We except cash, check 
or credit card 
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| NATIVE BOOK REVIEW BY RAMONA KIYOSHK 


Love is Blind 

Late night phone call 
But she don’t speak 
Quickly hangs up 
And then calls right back 
Hello? You know who this is? 
Of course I do. Stop playin’ 
So we’re back together now 
All over again 
Stay up all night talkin’ 
Spend all day chillin’ 
When I fight 

She’s the first to have my back 
She can fight too 
Don’t let her size fool you 
Damn, she’s gangsta like me 
And I love it 
I love her 

But a sudden disagreement 
Now we’ve fallen out 
A few days go by 
She’s contemplating, 
Should I call him back? 
And I’m waiting 
Is she gonna call me back? 

— Dustin Osceola 


Happy Ending 

I haven’t felt the rain in a while 
It even felt good when the sun hit my skin 
But in my mind 

I know that life can take a turn for the worst 
A sunrise is pleasant 
Though at sunset 
It can truly he the end of your day 
From a sting of a bee 
To the pain of a bullet 
No matter what happens 
Each day I consider a blessing 
Cause one man’s triumph 
Is another man’s triumph 
And if I fall 
Don’t step on me 
Step around me 
Cause when you fall 
And I get up 
Yes, life was beautiful 
It will take a turn for the worst 

— Dustin Osceola 



The Beautiful Color of Love 

What color is God, 

Asked the child with skin so fair 
Is he white like me? 

Does he have light hair? 

Is God dark like me? 

Asked the child with skin of golden hue 
Has he hair that’s dark and curly? 

Are his eyes black or blue? 

I think God is red like me 
An Indian boy is heard to say 
He wears a crown of feathers 
And turns our nights to days 

Each one of us knows that God is there 
In all the colors above 
But be sure of this, the one color he is 
Is the beautiful color of LOVE 

So when your soul goes to heaven 
When your life comes to its ends 
He will be waiting, and his hand to you 
Will he extend 

There are no colors in heaven 
Everyone will be the same 
You will only be judged by your earthly deeds 
Not your color or your name 

So when your time comes 
And you see God in his heaven above 
Then will you see only the color that counts 
The beautiful color of LOVE 

— Stacey Doctor Sanchez 


Be Real 


When I’m finally released 
And I walk out of these gates 
Do us both a favor 
And stay out of my face 
You wasn’t there for me then 
So I don’t need you now 
You call yourself a friend 
I just can’t see how 
The ones who are riding 
Are the ones I least expected 
They showed me that they’re real 
For that they’ll forever be respected 
All I ask for is a few pictures 
I’m not asking you for money 
But I can’t even get a response 
You out there acting all funny 
I guess that’s just you 
Showing your true colors 


I thought we were close 
Something more like brothers 
But it’s all good 

Cause my time’s almost through 
And the next time we meet 
I’ll know the real you 
Take it how you wanna 
This is just how I feel 
All my so called homeboys 
Who can’t even keep it real 

Ira, Jason, Kyle and Dustin 
Big Town keep ya head up! 
Native Pride forever! 

July 8, 2008 
Big Town 

— Russell Osceola Jr. 


Blossom 


Lil Man 


It’s amazing how a scoop of good soil 
containing patience, acceptance and non-judgment 
aided by a sprinkle of love, 
compassion, and forgiveness along with 
rays of integrity, self-discipline and gratitude 
can survive a withering seedling into a 
trusting, accountable and appreciative flower. 

— Daniel Tommie 



I’ve never been so nervous 
Like I was that day 
When I saw my son for the first time 
As the nurse carried him away 
All the emotions hit me 
Around the same time it seems 
Looking through that window 
I could hear his little screams 
As I sit here now 
It brings tears to my eyes 
Cause I made a promise 
That I’d never leave his side 
It’s only been two years 
Since I had to say goodbye 
And when he comes to see me 
He does his best not to cry 
When I get out next year 
I’m gonna take him by the hand 
Tell him that I love him 
And he’ll always be my Lil Man 

For Lil Norman 

From Dad ( Russell Osceola Jr.) 
February 19, 2008 
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[Editor’s Note: Ramona Kiyoshk is a freelance 
writer and member of the Ojibway First Nation of Wal- 
pole Island, Ontario. The opinions she expresses are 
her own. She can be reached at 
satin. moccasins@gmail. com.] 

I picked up this hook almost reluctantly. I was 
thinking: Another hook of protest poetry by a Native 
American writer that no one but university literature 
majors and book reviewers will read. What a pleasant 
surprise. 

The first story, Baby Stealers (by day), had me 
hooked. This story is about the Indian women who wit- 
nessed the first wave of Europeans, flooding across the 
continent, trampling under their wagon wheels a way of 
life, dismissing its value and sustainability. Even then, 
those women knew that in order to protect their chil- 
dren and families, they would have to invent a code, a 
way of becoming invisible, of flying under the radar. 
They understood that they had to be strong, and very 
clever. 

During a post-graduate course I 
took on wellness and lifestyle man- 
agement, we studied the female stress 
response. Men apparently follow the 
“fight or flight” pattern. While they 
respond with physicality and action, 
women “nest.” 

According to the study, women 
respond to threats by putting on the 
coffee pot and gathering at kitchen 
tables with their sisters, girlfriends, 
neighbors, often with babies on the 
knee. They draw their power from 
their collective energy. 

According to the author, the 
sweat lodge of these women warriors 
might be a kitchen table, a cafeteria, a 
public library or an ancient automo- 
bile where they take turns driving to a 
seasonal job halfway across the state 
while it is still dark. 

These are tribute stories about 
women who nurture families with 
very little resources, hold down low- 
paying jobs, battle racism daily, drive 
battered cars, cling to each other with 
a fierce sisterhood and still find time 
to laugh. This exclusive sisterhood of 
women warriors must deal with 
schools that dismiss the value of their 
children, feed them junk from vend- 
ing machines, and revise their history 
for convenience. 

Beardslee, who holds a master’s 
degree, and teaches at Northwestern 
Michigan College, grew up spending 
time between her extended families’ 
camps and farms in the wilderness of 
Northern Ontario and Michigan. She 
is also a world-renowned artist. She is 
familiar with Native culture and with 
the challenges of growing up Native 
in a country where any information 
about you is based on conjecture, 
one-sided John Wayne movies and 
ignorance. 

Some of the stories are very 
funny, reflecting that deep-rooted 
Native American humor often credit- 


ed with saving the Indian soul from annihilation. The 
Warrior and the Objective Pronoun is a hilarious gram- 
mar lesson. The unique exchange demonstrates the les- 
son being taught in context with the situation. It is silly, 
but we get the point. 

Beardslee takes on “hate” media in OK, These 
Wolves, They Walk into a Library, describing particular- 
ly obnoxious journalists as “The Throwers of Their 
Own Feces.” 

Throughout, the community of Native women is 
described as a pack of wild wolves, finding comfort in 
the familiar scents of each other, in their wolf songs, 
and safety in their numbers. They are secure in their 
duties as mothers, homemakers, wives, and keepers of 
wild, wholesome secrets. 

Beardslee ’s prose is musical and biting, her take on 
Native American feminism is unique and the stories 
unforgettable. Native women’ book clubs should put 
this one on their agenda, sisters should share it and 
mothers should buy it for their daughters. 


The Women’s Warrior Society 

By Lois Beardslee 

Published by The University of Arizona Press, 
Tucson, Ariz. for Sun Tracks: An 
American Indian Literary Series 
Publication date April 2008 
Paperback, 138 pages, $16.95 
ISBN: 978-0-8165-2672-7 
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FrontRowUSA.com 




Ticket Brokers 


Top Concerts 


GEORGE MICHAEL 


JIM 6AFFIAN 


YES 


Top Sports 


ALL NFL. NBA. MLB, 

NHL TEAMS 
MIAMI DOLPHINS 
MIAMI HEAT 
ORANGE BOWL 
SUPER BOWL 
MIAMI HURRICANES 
FSU SEMINOLES 
ALL NASCAR EVENTS 
YOUR SUPER BOWL 
SPECIALIST 

GET YOUR TICKETS NOW! 
PRO BULL RIDERS 
WORLD FINALS 
(LAS VEGAS) 

HARLEM GLOBETROTTERS 


Top Theatre 


GUITARS AND SAXES 

SPECIALIZING IN 
ALL KIDS EVENTS 





Concerts | Theatre | Sports 

Local, National, and Worldwide Events 


At FrontRowUSA, ticket 
buying is hassle-free 
and there are no 
questions as to where 
the seats are located. 

Let us, your expert 
ticket broker, take care 
of everything. 

FrontRowUSA is up 
front and honest; 
putting you up front! 


ALL CONCERTS, LAS VEGAS EVENTS, 
SPORTS AND THEATRE 
TICKETS AVAILABLE NATIONWIDE 
AND WORLDWIDE ORDER YOUR 
TICKETS ONLINE AT 
WWW.FRONTROWUSA.COM 
OR BY PHONE 

(954) 455-1929 OR (800) 446 8499 
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anattorney 

that i , 

understands... 



Experienced Criminal Defense Attorney 
Former Government Prosecutor 

■ Federal and State Crimes 

* Theft 
. Fraud 

• Assault and Battery 
■ Felonies 

* Misdemeanors 

* Probation Violations 

- Domestic Violence 

* Criminal Record Sealing and Expunging 
■ Sex Crimes 

- Prostitution 

* Drug Cases 

* DUi 

* White Collar and Economic Crimes. 


John J. Richardson, 

Attorney at Law 

Free Consultation (954)462.1 192 
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Tribal Wellness 
Conference Now 
In Its 15th Year 

BY CHRIS JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

MARCO ISLAND, Fla. — Attendees 
at the annual Seminole Wellness Confer- 
ence, held July 14-18 at the Marco Island 
Hilton resort, took in valuable health- and 
addiction-related information and powerful 
messages, while still managing to have fun. 

The conference, now in its 15th year, 
featured guest speakers and experts from all 
across the U.S., including Native motiva- 
tional speaker Denise Alley (Cherokee, 
Shawnee, Otoe, Delaware) who traveled all 
the way from Gilbert, Ariz. to attend. Alley, 
along with the other speakers, gave person- 
al testimonies and advice that coincided 
with the addition recovery 12 Step Pro- 
gram. 

Attendees, who included Tribal citi- 
zens as well as Council and Board represen- 
tatives, also learned about topics ranging 
from alcohol and drug dependency, to HIV 
and dental health. 

“[The Wellness Conference] is a good 
cause,” President Richard Bowers Jr. said. 
“Today in the modem world there are so 
many things which are not good for us.” 

Trail Liaison William Osceola and 
Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Roger Smith 
agreed. 

Please see WELLNESS Page 2A 


Naples Students 
Given ‘Incentive’ to 
Continue Education 

BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BONITA SPRINGS, Fla. — The 2008 
Education Incentive Awards Banquet for 
the Naples community students took place 
the evening of June 18 in the Great Egret 
Ball Room at the Hyatt Regency Hotel. 

Naples Council Liaison OB Osceola Jr. 
addressed the award recipients in the audi- 
ence. 

“Speaking on behalf of your Tribal 
leaders, I want to congratulate each of the 
students being rewarded here this evening,” 
Liaison Osceola said. “You have done a 
tremendous job in school.” 

“In addition, your parents are to be 
commended for the wonderful support that 
they provide,” he added. “A good education 
requires total family effort.” 

The awards ceremony began with 
Higher Education Advisor Linda Iley rec- 
ognizing Jessica Ann Osceola, who had 
earned her bachelor of fine arts degree from 
Florida Gulf Coast University in June. Her 
cousin, Liaison Osceola, also presented her 
with a watch. 

Please see INCENTIVE * Page 2A 


34 Resolutions 
Passed at Tribal 
Council Meeting 

BY CHRIS JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

TAMPA — The Tribal Council 
convened at the Hard Rock Hotel & Casino 
for their regular meeting on July 21. 

They passed 34 resolutions including: 

Resolution 17: Service line agreement 
(560’ x 20’) between Glades Electric Coop- 
erative, Inc., and Seminole Tribe of Florida 
for location of an electric power line for the 
Everglades Restoration Project - Big 
Cypress Seminole Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 18: Service line agreement 
(200’ x 20’) between Glades Electric Coop- 
erative, Inc., and Seminole Tribe of Florida 
for location of an electric power line for the 
Everglades Restoration Project - Big 
Cypress Seminole Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 19: Service line agreement 
(508’ x 20’) between Glades Electric Coop- 
erative, Inc., and Seminole Tribe of Florida 
for location of an electric power line for a 
Sewer Lift Station - Big Cypress Seminole 
Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 20: Service line agreement 
(1,500’ x 20’) between Glades Electric 
Cooperative, Inc., and Seminole Tribe of 
Florida for Location of an electric power 
hne to the home site of James E. Billie - 
Brighton Seminole Indian Reservation; 

Please see COUNCIL * Page 2A 


Princesses Crowned at Annual Pageant 



(L-R) Chairman Mitchell Cypress, 2008-2009 Miss Florida Seminole D’Anna Osceola, 2008-2009 Jr. Miss Florida Seminole Amber Craig and President Richard Bowers Jr. 


D’Anna Osceola Crowned Miss Florida Seminole, Amber Craig Jr. Miss 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Princess Committee pulled 
double duty for this year’s Seminole Princess Pageant, 
not only crowning the princess and junior miss, but also 
honoring the Seminole princesses of the past, in a cere- 
mony held in the Hollywood Auditorium on July 26. 

Sixteen young ladies competed for the title and the 
chance to represent the Seminole Tribe of Florida, 11 
competing for the Jr. Miss crown and five competing for 
the honor of being crowned Miss Seminole. However, 
only two would take home crowns — 2008-2009 Miss 


Florida Seminole D’ Ann a Osceola and 2008-2009 Jr. 
Miss Florida Seminole Amber Craig. 

Sally R. Tommie, Fort Pierce liaison, and Tribal cit- 
izen Everett Osceola co-emceed the pageant. They start- 
ed the evening out by welcoming everyone to the pageant 
and then introduced a video that coincided with this 
year’s theme, “Honoring the Seminole Women of the 
Past, Present and Future,” and featured former princess- 
es. 

The Seminole Princess Pageant is now in its 51st 
year. As a tribute to the ladies who have held the crown 
in the past, the Princess Committee presented those past 
princess in attendance, including the first-ever princess, 


Connie Frank Gowen, the 1957 princess, with a Swarovs- 
ki crystal replica of a princess crown. 

Following the video, the emcees introduced the 
Princess Committee, Tribal officials and the judges, Miss 
Florida USA Anastagia Pierre, Miss Indian World Nicole 
Alek’aq Colbert, Brad Cooley of the Bronze by Cooley 
sculpture team, and Miss Indian World Pageant Program 
Coordinator Melonie Matthews. The contestants then 
introduced themselves to the audience. 

The Jr. Miss contestants took the stage first. Those 
vying for the crown included: Jaryaca Baker, 13, Dakota 

Please see PRINCESS •> Page IE 



PRCA Rodeo Honors 
Josiah Johns’ Memory 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Cowboys and cow- 
girls from all across the southeastern U.S. 
converged on the Fred Smith Arena to com- 
pete in the Josiah Johns Memorial Rodeo on 
July 4 and 5. 

The Professional Rodeo Cowboy Asso- 
ciation (PRCA) sanctioned event schedule 
read like a “Who’s Who” in the southeast- 
ern circuit. 

Brighton Council Rep. Roger Smith 
said: “Josiah Johns was known for his rid- 
ing and roping ability and was instrumental 
in establishing the Seminole rodeo tradition, 

(Pictured Left) Josiah Johns’ rodeo legacy lives 
on. His well-known riding and roping ability 
were instrumental in the forming of the Eastern 
Indian Rodeo Association (EIRA). 

Tribune Archive Photo 


which eventually gave birth to the Eastern 
Indian Rodeo Association (EIRA). His 
rodeo legacy lives on in his descendants. 
His son Marty is a rodeo stock contractor 
and daughter Lisa competes in the EIRA 
along with his many grandchildren.” 

This year’s rodeo had all of these main 
ingredients of a traditional Fourth of July 
celebration, from the grand entry parade to 
the fireworks finale. However, one of the 
main reasons for the event, honoring Johns’ 
memory, was apparent. 

Board of Directors President Richard 
Bowers Jr. recalled Josiah Johns’ contribu- 
tion to his community. 

“Josiah was bom into a family of cat- 
tlemen about the time that the Seminoles 
were establishing their first herds on the 
Brighton and Big Cypress Reservations,” 
President Bowers said. “He grew up on the 
back of a horse and worked long hours in 
the cow pens helping to provide a future for 
his family and fellow Tribal members.” 


INSIDE: 
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Wellness 

Continued from page 1 

“This is one of the hest causes we could 
have and support,” Liaison Osceola said. 
“Addiction does not have an age or type.” 

Rep. Smith added: “I was glad to see 
everyone there to take advantage of the 
opportunity to improve themselves.” 

Former drug and alcohol addict Sonya 
Beanland, who now serves as a counselor 
with Hudson Health Services, a recovery 
center in Salisbury, Md., spoke candidly 
about her past experiences. 

“I have a disease that talks and tells lies 
to me in my own voice,” Beanland said. “I 
could be whatever I needed to be to get into 
your space.” 

Ironically enough, she admits her bat- 
tles with heroin and alcohol, and eventual 
homelessness, benefitted her and helped her 
become the person she is today. 

“I am grateful that I am a drug addict 
otherwise I could not stand in front of peo- 
ple today,” she explained. “It is only by the 
grace of God that I am here.” 

Mary Baxley, now in her third year vol- 
unteering with youth at the conference, said 
this year’s youth theme was “Earth.” Youth, 
ages 5-8, learned tips on how to preserve 
and protect the planet for generations to 
come. 

“We wanted to do something that was 
about learning but in a way that they enjoy,” 
Baxley said. 

Nationally known poet, performer and 
activist Devin T. Robinson of Ft. Laud- 
erdale also opened some eyes with his per- 
formances on the devastating effects of the 
human immunodeficiency virus, or HIV. 

“My focus is to give information and 
make sure they know what to do with it,” 
Robinson said. 


Robinson, though an HIV speak- 
er/activist, said neither he nor any of his 
family members have the vims. He admits 
this is not the norm among his fellow speak- 
ers who publically discuss this topic. 

“I just wanted to switch things up in the 
game to save these kids before it is too late,” 
he said. 

“Think before you act because you 
never know,” Robinson added. 

Rick Benson, director of the Algamus 
Recovery Centers, a treatment center for 
compulsive gamblers, spoke about the prob- 
lems associated with having a gambling 
addiction. He said, like compulsive chug 


and alcohol abuse, gambling is a disease 
that is just as devastating and just as widely 
ignored. 

“Most people start with a winning face 
in this addiction,” Benson said. “The dilem- 
ma of the gambling addict is that his or her 
problems can be solved by gambling again.” 

Tribal citizen Charlie Tiger Jr. agreed 
with Benson, also offering his personal tes- 
timony that chronicled his battle to over- 
come a gambling addiction. 

“I used to think gambling was not a 
problem for me, just like I did with chugs 
and alcohol,” he said. 

Wellness Conference Co-Founder/ 


Organizer and Family Services Dept. Direc- 
tor Helene Buster said she hopes attendees 
will learn from all the information distrib- 
uted at the conference and win then battle 
with addiction. 

“When we started this we needed to 
teach our people so they could take care of 
themselves and how to deal with our 
issues,” Buster said. “Recovery is possible 
one day at a time and [the conference] is an 
avenue to see other people from different 
communities recover.” 

“It has been a good program for all of 
our people, so it has become more and more 
well known,” she added. 



* Council 

Continued from page 1 

Resolution 21: Service line agreement 
(262’ x 5’ and 139’ x 5’) between Embarq 
FKA Sprint-Florida, Inc., and Seminole 
Tribe of Florida for location of a buried 
telephone cable to the Brighton Veteran’s 
Center - Brighton Seminole Indian Reser- 
vation; 

Resolution 22: Service line agreement 
(450’ x 10’) between Lee County Electric 
Cooperative, Inc., and Seminole Tribe of 
Florida for relocation of an Electric Power 
Line for widening of Dorothy Billie Jimmie 
Way - Immokalee Seminole Indian Reser- 
vation; 

Resolution 23: Fifth Amendment to the 
Twentieth Annual Work Plan submitted to 
the South Florida Water Management Dis- 
trict by the Seminole Tribe of Florida; 

Resolution 24: United States Depart- 
ment of the Interior Bureau of Indian 
Affairs Fish, Wildlife and Parks Programs 
on Indian lands for funds to establish the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Program for all reservations of the Semi- 
nole Tribe of Florida; 

Resolution 25: United States Depart- 
ment of the Interior Bureau of Indian 
Affairs Water Resource Management Plan- 
ning and Pre-Development Program appli- 
cation for funding for water flow and water 
quality monitoring on the Big Cypress 
Seminole Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 26: Lawn Boyz LLC Serv- 
ice Agreement for invasive exotic plant 
removal work on pastures on the Big 
Cypress and Brighton Seminole Indian 
Reservation; 

Resolution 29: Approval of the agree- 
ment between the Seminole Tribe of Flori- 
da and the Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc. 
for the site work for Tamiami Trail 
Camps/Preserve Housing; ratification of 
execution of the agreement by the Chair- 
man of the Tribal Council; 

Resolution 31: Bally Gaming, Inc. 
Release and Settlement Agreement; ratifi- 
cation; 

Resolution 32: WMS Gaming, Inc. 
Master Lease Agreement; ratification; 

Resolution 33: Winterfest, Inc. Title 
Sponsor Agreement - 2009-2013; 

Resolution 34: Cancellation (write-off) 
of outstanding Tribal Council loans of 
deceased Tribal citizens; 

Resolution 35: Request for technical 
assistance to develop an alternative defini- 
tion of adequate yearly progress; 

Resolution 36: Re-naming of the 
Emergency Services Department as the Fire 
Rescue Department; 

Resolution 38: Approval of Second 
Amendment to the amended and restated 
operating agreement of Seminole HR Hold- 
ings, LLC; 

Resolution 41: Approval of First 
Amendment of the Seminole Tribe of Flori- 
da restated deferred bonus plan for the 
Gaming Division; and 

Resolution 42: Aristocrat Technolo- 
gies, Inc. Master Gaming Device Lease and 
License Agreement; ratification; limited 
waiver of Tribal sovereign immunity. 


Incentive 

Continued from page 1 

The graduate recently returned from a 
tour of European museums, a gift from her 
parents, Douglas Jr. and Sandy Osceola. 
She will continue her education at the Insti- 
tute of American Indian Arts in Santa Fe, 
N.M., she said. 

Human Resources Director Lee Zepe- 
da introduced the members of the Educa- 
tion Dept, staff, who presented the rest of 
the awards. The department representatives, 
Immokalee Education Advisor Diana 
Rocha and her assistant Victoria Presley, 
Intervention Specialist Lynn Seavey, BC 
Education Advisor Pat McElroy and Assis- 
tant Tribal Education Advisor Marie 
Dufour, each briefly addressed the gathered 
crowd. 

Following the awards, Liaison Osceola 
announced that each recipient and their 
family were invited to Busch Gardens in 
Tampa in recognition of their educational 
achievement. In addition, interested young- 
sters were also invited to attend a basketball 
camp with Miami Heat shooting guard 
Dwayne Wade, which took place the first 
three days in July. 


Naples Award 
Recipients 

Kindergarten: Serena Zepeda, Dominic 
Osceola-Lugo 
4.0 GPA: Matthew Billie 
3.76 GPA: Kaitlin Billy, Marissa Osceola, 
Bryce Osceola, Nicholas Zepeda 
3.0 GPA: Corrine Zepeda, Ross Zepeda, 
Victoria Tucker, Nichole Slavik, Courtney 
Osceola 

Advanced Classes: Marissa Osceola, Bryce 
Osceola 

Perfect Attendance: Nicole Slavik 
Nearly Perfect Attendance: Ross Zepeda, 
Courtney Osceola 

Special Effort Award: Kaitlin Billy, Corrine 
Zepeda, Nicholas Zepeda, Matthew Billie, 
Ross Zepeda, Serena Zepeda, Courtney 
Osceola 



Students and their families joined staff members from the Education Dept, of the Seminole Tribe of Florida for the 2008 Naples Community Incentive Awards Banquet. 



The Osceola family, (L-R, Front Row) Dominic and Joseph Osceola-Lugo, 
(L-R, Back Row) Jessica, Marissa, Douglas Jr. and wife, Sandy, cele- 
brate their family’s academic achievements. 



Judy Weeks 

Corrine Zepeda (L) receives an award from 
Immokalee Education Assistant Victoria Presley. 



(L-R) Naples Liaison OB Osceola Jr. and Higher Education Advisor Linda Hey 
present an Incentive Award to Florida Gulf Coast University graduate Jessi- 
ca Ann Osceola. 
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Community A 



Larissa DeLaRosa’s feet create their own music 
as she tap dances her way across the stage. 

Immokalee 
Girls Perform In 
Dance Recital 

BY JUDY W EEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

LEHIGH ACRES, Fla. — Chelsey 
Ford, Larissa DeLaRosa and Jillian 
Rodriguez , all from the Immokalee com- 
munity, participated in a dance recital at 
Lehigh Senior High School on June 14. 

The young dancers, who have attended 
Patty’s Dance Studio for several years, gave 
performances at both the afternoon and 
evening shows. 

Dancing in unison, Ford was part of the 
hip-hop chorus line in “What Time Is It?” 
and “Best of Both Worlds.” 

An avid dance enthusiast, DeLaRosa, 
has studied tap, hip-hop, tumbling and bal- 
let. Displaying her expertise in each of 
these fields, she donned several costumes to 
perform in “Twilight Zone,” “Sadie 
Hawkins Dance,” “Move, Shake and Drop” 
and “Barracuda.” 

Ford and DeLaRosa made a quick tran- 
sition with costume, hairstyle and makeup 
before reappearing in the ballet spectacular 
“Cloud Castles.” Pirouetting and gracefully 
fluttering through the air, they earned a 
standing ovation from the audience. 

Appearing as a cute little lavender 
flower in “True Loves Kiss,” Jillian 
Rodriguez wowed the audience, only to 
return as a shimmering little turquoise fish 
in “Under the Sea.” 



Jillian Rodriguez, who performed “Under the 
Sea” in the recital. 



Chelsey Ford dances in the ballet performance 
of “Cloud Castles.” 


Community Participates in Culture Workshop 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

NAPLES — Nearly every child from 
the Naples community, along with the par- 
ents and grandparents, participated in a cul- 
tural workshop, held July 16 at the Commu- 
nity Center. 

Community Recreation Events Coordi- 
nator Sandy Osceola is the director of the 
new culture program, which hosted the 
workshop. 

“It is our goal to provide the next gen- 
eration with access to the rich culture of 
their ancestors in a comprehensive manner 
with qualified instructors,” she said. 

Osceola, along with her assistant 
Wanda Osceola Zepeda, Pedro Zepeda of 
the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum and Jessica 
Osceola, who recently graduated from 
Florida Gulf Coast University with a degree 
in fine arts, led the class. 

At the workshop’s introduction, the 
youngsters learned the names of the materi- 
als for the items they were crafting and 
other objects in the room. They were then 
frequently asked to repeat what they had 
learned. 

Osceola also showed the class two 
large Seminole dolls in traditional clothing 
provided by Tahama Osceola and Ingraham 
Billie Jr., which she called “a perfect exam- 
ple of our teaching tools.” 

“They provide an insight into historical 
clothing styles, patchwork and construction 


of palmetto fiber dolls,” Osceola said. 

In addition, Pedro Zepeda presented the 
nearly-lost art of weaving palmetto baskets. 
In future classes, he said he will assist in 
gathering the materials, preparation of the 
raw products and construction of these bas- 
kets. 

The students also examined several 
woodcarvings, basic utensils and stickball 
rackets that they will be reproducing under 
his instruction. 

During each presentation, they learned 
a brief history of the product, including its 
use and cultural significance. During open- 
ing classes, the children made drawstring 
leather pouches decorated with beadwork 
and began jewelry projects and individual 
scrapbooks, using an enormous assortment 
of crafting materials. 

Beading courses will range from simple 
projects with pony beads to intricate pat- 
terns in faceted cut heads creating many 
forms of ornamentation and jewelry. 

The new culture program will also 
include instruction in leather work, beading, 
patchwork, basket making, woodcarving, 
doll making and scrapbooking. Tribal citi- 
zen Tammy Billie, assisted by Wanda Osce- 
ola Zepeda, and several senior volunteers, 
will also teach a class on the Mikasuki lan- 
guage in the near future. 

The new program will be offered on a 
regular basis throughout the year and adults 
and children are encouraged to participate 
as both students and contributors. 



(L-R) Pedro Zepeda teaches a class in leather crafting to Matthew Billie, Serena and Ross Zepeda. 



Judy Weeks 

Kindergartener Serena Zepeda concentrates on 
lacing her pouch together. 


Judy Weeks 

Coordinator of the Naples Community Cultural 
Program Sandy Osceola shows the students a 
large Seminole doll in traditional attire. 



Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Marissa Osceola and Corrine Zepeda use leather strips to sew their pouches together. 


Seniors Travel to South Dakota’s Black Hills 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BLACK HILLS, S.D. — Six seniors 
from the Immokalee community left on 
June 12 for a five day trip to the Black Hills 
region of South Dakota. 

Pete and Elaine Aguilar, Linda Frank, 
Nancy Motlow, Linda Beletso and Eliza- 
beth Olea spent time exploring the histori- 
cal sites that abound within a 100-mile 
radius. 

Spending a day in the Old- West themed 
town of Deadwood, S.D. was like taking a 
trip back in time as they witnessed reenact- 
ments of life in this lawless cow town of the 
late 1800s. Here, they visited the famed tav- 
ern with wagon wheel windows where Wild 
Bill Hickock met his early demise while 
playing cards. 

For hundreds of years the Black Hills 
were considered to be sacred ground by the 
Native Americans inhabiting the Great 
Plains, who fought fiercely to defend them 
from the settlers and miners of the Gold 
Rush era. 

The travelers crammed as much sight 
seeing into their short trip over this haloed 
ground as they could. But they barely 
scratched the surface of learning all the his- 
tory the area had to offer. 

Three full days were spent touring the 
beautiful wilderness parks, staring into the 



Photo Courtesy of Pete Aguilar 


(L-R, Back Row) Nancy Motlow, Linda Beletso, Pete and Elaine Aguilar, (L-R, Front Row) Elizabeth 
Olea and Linda Frank at the Crazy Horse Memorial monument. 



Photo Courtesy of Pete Aguilar 

(L-R, Back Row) Pete and Elaine Aguilar, Linda Frank, Nancy Motlow, (L-R, Front Row) Linda Beletso 
and Elizabeth Olea visit the Tatonka Monument. 


eyes of the four American presidents 
carved into the rocky face of Mount 
Rushmore and walking in the moccasin 
tracks of many Native American heroes. 

In the Crazy Horse National Park, 
they watched wild horses and buffalo 
grazing on the rich grassland, posed 
beside the magnificent wild horse stat- 
ues and journeyed to the rock promon- 
tory that is home to the carving of Chief 
Crazy Horse. 

A highlight was the Tatonka Monu- 
ment, recently commissioned by actor 
Kevin Costner of “Dances with 
Wolves” fame. Comprising numerous 
stampeding buffalo and mounted Sioux 
hunters, these life sized figures have 
been cast in bronze and are on display 
in the beauty of a natural setting. 

The final day was spent taking in 
the more than century old atmosphere 
of Rapid City, it’s memorabilia and fine 
arts district while taking time out to 
shop in the quaint little old-fashioned 
establishments. 



Photo Submitted by Housing Dept. 


Clarissa Jumper, who came up with the name 
Eight Clan Estates for the former Hollywood 
Townhomes residences. 

Hollywood 

Townhomes Become 
Eight Clan Estates 

BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Seminole 
Housing Dept., in conjunction with Holly- 
wood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola 
Jr., hosted a community barbecue on July 
31 so the community could come together 
to rename the Hollywood Townhomes. 

Community members got their creative 
juices flowing as they entered a contest to 
see who could come up with the best name 
for the residences. Clarissa Jumper came up 
with the winning name, Eight Clan Estates. 

“Since there are eight Clans, and hous- 
ing is for every Clan, it should he called 
Eight Clan, and Estates makes it sound 
fancy,” Jumper said. 

Housing Dept. Service Manager Lori 
Milano also attended the gathering. 

“Housing strives to play an active part 
in the Tribal community, by providing qual- 
ity housing that enriches, maintains and 
sustains the livability of the reservation,” 
she said. “Establishing a name for the town- 
houses works to achieve that goal by pro- 
moting pride and ownership, which are the 
building blocks of a great Seminole reser- 
vation.” 

Milano also said that the Housing 
Dept, will continue to provide quality hous- 
ing and repairs for all Tribal citizens. 
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SPD’s McDaniel, Seiko Represent 
Tribe at Law Enforcement Games 

Both Competitors Bring Medals Home to SPD 


BY WILLIAM R. LATCHFORD 

Chief of Police, Seminole Police Dept. 

SARASOTA, Fla. — Major Robert 
McDaniel and Officer Marie Seiko repre- 
sented the Seminole Police Department at 
the 2008 Law Enforcement Games, hosted 
hy the Sarasota County Sheriffs Office in 
Sarasota June 15-21. 

These games, which began in 1985, are 
open only to Florida law enforcement and 
firefighter personnel. 



Officer Marie Seiko 



Major Robert McDaniel 


McDaniel competed in two sports, 
men’s howling and men’s triple volleyball. 
He took home a gold medal in bowling and 
a silver medal in volleyball. Seiko compet- 
ed in the 10 kilometer race and won a 
bronze medal. 

The two were part of the more than 
5,000 competitors, representing more than 
200 different agencies, who competed in 45 
Olympic-style sporting events. Some of the 
games played included archery, mountain 
biking, bowling, indoor soccer and table 
tennis. 


Lt. Donnie Yates Completes 
Law Enforcement Class 


BY WILLIAM R. LATCHFORD 
Chief of Police, Seminole Police Dept. 

TAMPA — Lt. Donnie Yates, supervi- 
sor of police operations for the Brighton and 
Fort Pierce 
Reservations, 
graduated from 
the 54th Southern 
Police Institute 
Command Offi- 
cer Development 
Course, held at 
the Hillsborough 
Sheriff’s Office 
Training Bureau 
in Tampa on June 
13. 



Lt. Donnie Yates 


This prestigious law enforcement train- 
ing course lasted five months and covered a 
range of topics which included legal issues, 
budgeting, organization, communication, 
and many more. Yates received an A grade 
average at the end of the training. 

The course also provided the latest 
innovations in law enforcement training and 
gave those attending the added skills and 
knowledge they will need in their roles as 
commanding officers. The training Yates 
received will enable him to better prepare 
his staff to meet the needs of the Tribal 
community. 

His wife, Cathy, and several SPD offi- 
cers attended the graduation ceremony to 
congrlate Yates on his achievement. 



Family Services Counselor Fred Mullins (L) plays a game with the children. 


Youth Attend Summer Jam Party In Big Cypress 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Summer 
Jam was a party with a purpose, giv- 
ing Big Cypress youth a place to catch 
up with friends and also providing a 
safe place to enjoy a summer day. 

Tribal youth and teens, ages 6-17, 
participated in the Jam, held July 26 
in the gym. 

At the event, sponsored by the 
BC Recreation Dept., the younger 
children danced and played games 
including Limbo, while the teens were 
able to enjoy their favorite tunes and 
show off some of their own dance 
moves. 

“This was a good way to stay in 
[contact] with the kids as well as stay 
current during the summer months,” 
said Family Services Dept. Interven- 
tion Specialist Julie Bennett. “It is all 
safe and a safe place to come with 
their peers.” 

“So many kids are sitting at home 
playing video games and are unat- 
tended,” Bennett added. They can 
come and be with their friends and 
relatives here.” 



Chris C. Jenkins 

The popular hip-hop song “Soldier Boy” has these teens grooving to the beat. 
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Staff members from the Recreation Dept, joined the youth for a game of tag in the pool. 


Youth Cool Down at Summer Water Blast 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Big Cypress 
Recreation Dept, sponsored Water Blast 
brought community youth together for a 
day of poolside fun at the Aquatic Center on 
July 8. 

“I wanted to figure out something less 
expensive to do ... and the kids love water, 
especially on a hot summer day,” said Jun- 
ior Culpepper, BC Recreation. 

The day was also for learning as first 
year Tribal Family Services Prevention 
Specialist Fred Mullins discussed issues 
such as peer pressure, drugs and moral 
behaviors. He also kept the youth enter- 
tained with music and community- building 
activities. 

“We want to continue to show how 
important it is to have a positive peer group 
around you,” Mullins said. “Character 
building is also our focus at any and all 
department events in the Tribe.” 

He said through activities hke Land- 
mines, an activity dealing with the peer 
pressures and obstacles today’s youth face, 
they were able to “focus on the forces out 

there that try to knock you off course.” Community youth relax and talk at the Aquatic Center. 



Tina Osceola Discusses Museum, 
Tourism, Preservation 

Dept. Director Explains the Historic Resources Office 



Freelance Reporter 


said, explaining the importance of interim 
accreditation. “This has not been the case 
with the Seminole Tribe, but we are active- 


IMMOKALEE — The Immokalee ly planning for solicitation for sponsorship 
community enjoyed a luncheon presenta- of future projects. With our interim accredi- 
tion, hosted by the Tribal Historic tation status this should be a viable possibil- 
Resources Office on July 28 at the Senior ity.” 

Center, and conducted by its director, Tina Since accepting the position vacated by 
M. Osceola. the late Billy Cypress, Osceola has imple- 

Osceola began by reviewing the orga- mented the expansion of the museum serv- 
nizational chart of the officers currently ices and staff, whose mission is to preserve 
administering the daily operations of the the past in order to guarantee a future for the 
Seminole Tribe and their basic duties, next generations of the Seminole Tribe, 
before addressing her own position. “Through our past we define who we 

are, where we came from and 


where we are going,” she said. 
“The museum does not teach 
language and culture; this 
must be taught by Tribal citi- 
zens.” 

“Our current assets and 
capabihties are used for the 
benefit of the Tribal communi- 
ty and we are here to serve 
your interests,” Osceola 
added. 

Also during the presenta- 
tion, Osceola placed emphasis 
on the large number of arti- 
facts protected within the 
museum vaults, as well as the 
increased capabilities of the 
staff concerning preservation 
techniques. She encouraged 
Tribal citizens to make an 
appointment to view the con- 
tents of the vaults, which she 
said can open doors to their 
rich heritage. 

Federal law requires the 
Seminole Tribe conduct his- 
torical surveys of their lands 
and reservations which are 
administered by the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs. The Tribal His- 
torical Preservation Office 
shoulders the responsibility of 
environmental, archeological 
and topographical surveys 
under the capable guidance of 


“As Chief Historical Resource Officer, Willard “Bill” Steele, 
the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum, Okalee, Tribal “[The Tribal Historical Preservation 
Historic Preservation and Seminole Office] is the watchdog and Bill sniffs out 
Tourism come under my umbrella,” Osceo- the problems and sifts through the facts to 
la said. “It is my intention to make you accurately document every available piece 
aware of their current operations.” of evidence,” said Osceola. “Through [the 

In the briefing that followed, Osceola Tribal Historical Preservation Office,] 
revealed that the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum archeological material, oral histories and 
had recently met the requirements for inter- obscure data is collected for preservation.” 
im accreditation, and after full accredita- As the name implies, the Seminole 
tion, will hold the distinction of being the Tourism Dept, promotes the facet of the 
only accredited Native American Museum Tribal economy involving tourism. This 
to date. department aims to enhance the favorable 

“Most museums and related facilities impact of the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
depend heavily upon outside funding,” she upon the general public and advertise its 
attractions. 
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Chris Jenkins 

Birthday girl Alice Sweat with her children, (L-R) David Jr., Dallas, Daniel and Theresa Nunez. 


Surprise Party Held for Tribal Elder 


BY CHRIS JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 


BRIGHTON — Friends, family and coworkers 
helped Tribal elder Alice Sweat celebrate a milestone 
birthday on Aug. 8. 

With no signs of slowing down, the energetic 60- 
year-old attended her surprise party in a packed room at 
the Cattle and Ranch Building. 

“It meant a lot to her for everyone to be there,” 


said her son, Daniel Nunez. “It was definitely tough to 
keep a secret from her.” 

The 20-plus year veteran Tribal employee has 
impacted many lives throughout the years as the direc- 
tor of Community Care for the Elderly (CCE). Sweat 
had worked with seniors on the Brighton and Big 
Cypress Reservations, and wherever else anyone need- 
ed her help. 

“She is a blessing to all of us, a blessing to the 
Tribe, and we love you with all our hearts,” CCE Assis- 
tant Director Rhonda Goodman said. 

With four biological children, 16 
grandchildren, and three she has adopted, 
Sweat inspires both to those in her imme- 
diate community, and in the entire Tribe. 

“She has always cared and has always 
thought of others’ welfare,” son, Dallas 
Nunez, said. 

With the distractions of traditional 
birthday fare all around, and an Elvis Pres- 
ley tribute artist entertaining the gathering, 
those in attendance still couldn’t stop 
speaking Sweat’s praises. 

“We are all happy she is here and 
hopefully she will be here for another 60 
years,” Chairman Mitchell Cypress said. 

However, her children honored their 
mother best. 

“She has been out here [in the com- 
munity] ever since I was a teenager teach- 
ing us and others the right ways spiritual- 
ly,” said son, Daniel. “When we all fall she 
is always there to pick us back up.” 

“I have earned the seniors’ trust 
through her,” he continued. 

Daughter Theresa Nunez added: “I 
thank God for her because she is so strong. 
I thank her for putting up with me for 37 
years.” 



Alice Sweat (R) and husband, Janies, (L) at the party. 


NATIVE BOOK REVIEW BY RAMONA KIYOSHK 


The Birchbark House is Louis Erdrich’s first ven- 
ture into juvenile fiction, and has been compared to the 
popular Little House series by Laura Ingalls Wilder. 
Taking place in roughly the same time period and same 
geographical area as the Wilder books, The Birchbark 
House and its sequel, The Game of Silence, are based on 
a typical family in an Ojibwe community rather than a 
group of white pioneers. 

The Birchbark House is set in mid- 1800s at the 
height of western European expansion, when whites 
(chimookomanag) and the indigenous people (Anish- 
nawbe) were living side-by-side on the “frontier.” The 
daily activities of the Ojibwe in their tribe’s ancestral 
home on an island in Lake Superior are portrayed with 
authenticity and warmth. Ms. Erdrich gleans details 
from her personal family history. Bom to Ojibwe and 
German parents, the author has achieved international 
celebrity for her adult fiction, non-fiction and poetry. 
Her bookstore/gallery, Birchbark Books, in Minnesota 
showcases Native American literature and art. 

The Ojibwe (Chippewa) were farmers, who hunt- 
ed, fished and collected wild fruit and rice. The tribe 
hved according to the seasons, moving out of their snug 
winter log house in town when spring arrived. The sum- 
mer birchbark home by the lake was surrounded by gar- 
dens and fish-drying racks. It was also where they 
tanned hides and prepared food for the long winter. At 
another temporary camp, they harvested wild rice. 

The Birchbark House is the story of one family, 
told through the eyes of the youngest daughter, 
Omakayas (Little Frog). The household includes her 
three siblings, a wise, kind grandmother and a strong, 
loving mother. Omakayas’ father, Mikwan, is a hunter, 
as well as a community adviser and leader. His hunting 
and trading excursions take him away from home for 
long periods of time. Omakayas’ close companion is 
her pet crow, Andeg. Her best friend is a quiet cousin 
named Twilight. Her favorite job is taking care of her 
baby brother. 

As part of their training, the village children per- 
form the day-to-day chores of sewing, cleaning fish, 
hauhng wood and water, and picking berries. Still they 
manage to find time for rowdy encounters with cousins 
and friends, stolen swims in the cold lake, snatches of 
maple sugar candy and snuggling up for songs and sto- 
ries by Nokomis (grandmother.) Their mother’s fra- 
grant stew and tasty bannock are treats the youngsters 
relish. 

A virulent outbreak of smallpox takes Omakayas’ 
beloved baby brother, Neewo, and scars the face of her 
beautiful sister, Angeline. Omakayas does not get the 
disease, and in an extraordinary story, Old Tallow, an 
ancient huntress in the Tribe, explains to her why she 
was spared. 

The Birchbark House is the first in a series by the 
author, which proposes to follow Omakayas into old 
age and provide a history of the Ojibwe people near 
Lake Superior. 

Readers who enjoyed The Birchbark House, the 
first entry in this two-volume series, will welcome The 
Game of Silence, the continuing story of Omakayas, the 
young Ojibwe girl whose life is complicated by her 
pesky younger brother and her beautiful, but sometimes 
distant older sister. 


The Game of Silence was developed to keep the 
children quiet during council meetings when the adults 
dealt with serious issues. Native people rarely left their 
children home alone. Community gatherings began 
with singing and a feast. Afterward, when the adults 
discussed business, the children were enticed into 
silence by gifts members of the community con- 
tributed. They allowed the youngsters to look over the 
pile of treasures, deciding which they hoped to win, 
motivating them to work harder than ever at being 
quiet. 

This sequel opens with the family enjoying life in 
their summer home by the lake. Omakayas is down by 
the water, skipping stones when she sees visitors 
approaching in the distance. A dozen worn canoes are 
weighed down with what could be described, in today’s 
terms as refugees. The raggedy ones, as they came to be 
known, were driven from their homes by white settlers. 
They had been relocated to the traditional territory of 
the hostile Lakota (Bwaanag) Nation, who in turn drove 
them out. Half starved and almost naked, the ragtag sur- 
vivors ask for asylum and food. Since they are also 
Ojibwe and some even relatives of the people in 
Omakayas’ camp, they are taken in and provided for. 

While life resumes, with the newcomers absorbed 
into the community, it is apparent that something is 
happening that will have a profound impact on the 
future of the Ojibwe people. 

Negotiations with the U.S. government are break- 
ing down. The members of the tribe, who have kept 
their word to let their white neighbors live in peace, 
find that the whites do not intend to stick to the terms of 
paying money and providing food in exchange for land. 
The food they are given is tainted and many die from 
eating it. The money promised never materializes. 

When winter returns and the family moves back to 
their log house in town, Omakayas joins her older sis- 
ter at the school where they struggle with the foreign 
concepts of reading and writing. In the evenings at 
home, they teach their father to read, so that he can bet- 
ter understand the documents the white men give him to 
sign. 

Finally, the Tribe is told to move from their island, 
as the white people need it for expansion. Heartbroken, 
Omakayas asks her grandmother why they don’t ignore 
the order and stay. Nokomis tells her granddaughter 
about the Tribes in the East and Southwest, who were 
either killed or removed by soldiers, many dying on the 
long walk to their new homes. She says they must 
move. 

Preparing for the journey was sad, since the canoes 
can only carry so much, they abandon many treasures. 
Omakayas may have to leaver her precious dog, 
Makataywazi. 

The group travels westward through enemy territo- 
ry, paddling noiselessly under the cover of night. The 
Game of Silence, played at tribal council meetings with 
prizes for the children, now becomes a game of sur- 
vival, as the youngsters bite their lips, and hope they 
will not be discovered by the hostile Bwaanag. 

Although frightened, Omakayas embraces the 
adventure and is hopeful. 

For information on authos Louise Erdrich, please 
visit www.louiseerdrichhooks.com. 


Boys & Girls Club, SPD Offer Driver’s Ed 



told them that if they are charged with a DUI, it will 
stay on their record for 75 years. 

Smith also shared that the state of Florida is 
HOLLYWOOD — The Boys & Girls Club and required to make a teen’s driving record available to 


Staff Reporter 


the Sem in ole Police Department offered a point reduc- parents via the Internet, 
tion and first time driver’s course at the Teen Center on At the conclusion of the course, each attendee 
July 28. completed a short exam in order to receive a certificate 

Victor and Shelh Osceola from Hollywood and so they could get their learner’s license. 

Ryan Osceola from Big Cypress attended the four hour 
course which is required to get 


their learner’s permit, 
known as a restricted license. 

Richard Smith, training 
coordinator from the Tampa 
Reservation, educated the Tribe’s 
youth in Hollywood. He travels 
to each of the six reservations 
and teaches various courses in 
driver’s education. 

Smith shared important facts 
about the do’s and don’ts of driv- 
ing. He also stressed that having 
i driver’s license is a privilege 
and not a right. 

“What the state gives you 
that can easily take it away.” 
Smith stated. 

Some of the facts the 
teenagers received included 
learning that if they receive 12 
points in 12 months they will 
lose their license for 30 days; 18 
points in 18 months and they will 
lose it for three months; and 24 
points in 36 months and they will 
lose it for one year. Smith also 


(L-R) Training Coordinator Richard Smith discusses facts about drugs and alcohol, 
and their effects while driving, to students Victor and Shelli Osceola. 



Smoke Shop Manager Roman Gubemko (L) and staff members. 

Board Opens Eighth Smoke Shop 


BYCHRIS JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

FORT PIERCE — The Tribe celebrated the 
opening of its eighth enterprise in 
the tobacco and cigar industry on 
Aug. 4 at the grand opening of the 
latest Smoke Shop, located in the 
Ft. Pierce community. 

Tribal citizens, along with 
Council and Board members, 
attended the event including: 

President Richard Bowers Jr., 

Fort Pierce Liaison S.R. Tommie, 

Brighton Board Rep. Johnnie 
Jones and Brighton Tribal Coun- 
cil Rep. Roger Smith. 

“We have been talking about 
coming here to Fort Pierce for 
some time and we are finally 
here,” President Bowers said. 

“We have been at this for some 
time, and I guess we are still at 
it.” 

Fort Pierce Smoke Shop 
Manager Roman Gubemko said 
the discount store will naturally 
attract and serve the immediate 
areas of Fort Pierce and Port Saint 
Lucie, but will hopefully also 
involve several other cities 
including Boca Raton, Boynton 


Beach, Cocoa Beach, Daytona Beach and others. 

“I think at this location business will go well prob- 
ably within about a six month period,” Gubemko said. 
“We are going to bring a different kind of business from 
the north because nobody else 
really provides this kind of serv- 
ice.” 

Tribal elder and Smoke Shop 
General Manager Elsie Bowers 
has held her position for 16 years, 
though she has worked for the 
Tribe for 33, even serving as 
Health Dept, director. She said 
the smoke shop establishments 
date back into the 1970s, and the 
Fort Pierce development has been 
a long time coming. Bowers said 
with the logistics, politics and 
other obstacles aside, it is now 
time for the business at hand. 

“I am just glad the day final- 
ly came,” she said. 

Fort Pierce Liaison S.R. 
Tommie agreed with Bowers. She 
said the community she serves 
welcomes the new addition. 

“This is a very close knit 
community and we are happy the 
Board has endeavored on this 
new opportunity,” Liaison Tom- 
mie added. 




(L-R) Brighton Board Rep. Johnnie Jones, President Richard Bowers Jr. and Brighton Council Rep. Roger Smith cut the cere- 
monial ribbon to signify the official opening of the Ft. Pierce Smoke Shop. 





August 29, 2008 • The Seminole Tribune • 7A 



(L-R) Hollywood Senior Center Site Manager Patricia Ferreira, Leoma Fewell, Corneila Osceola, Bobbie L. Billie, Wanda Bow- 
ers, her daughter, Christine McCall, Mary Moore, Dorothy Tommie, David Jumper and Hollywood Senior Center Administra- 
tive Asst. Leanne Carman at Niagara Falls. 


My First Trip with the Hollywood Seniors 


BY WANDA BOWERS 
Contributing Writer 

I couldn’t wait to go on my first senior trip to 
Upstate New York, where myself and several other Hol- 
lywood seniors attended the Seneca Nation’s Salaman- 
ca Veteran’s Pow-Wow on July 18 at the Seneca Alle- 
gany Hotel & Casino. 

In addition to the seniors, my daughter, Christine 
McCall, attended the trip to chaperone me. She had a 
great time hanging out with us. We stayed at the Seneca 
Niagara Casino Hotel in Niagara Falls, N.Y. on our trip. 

On our first day, we headed to the Pow-Wow and 
then made our way into the city. They had a nice sized 
mall that we also visited during our stay. We eventually 
found the Hard Rock Cafe - Niagara Falls down the 
street from our hotel, and went there also. 

You would think we didn’t have any T-shirts back 
home because the group bought so many of them there. 
I asked Connie Gowen who she bought so many shirts 
for; she said her granddaughter and grandson, so it was 
OK. I jumped on the bandwagon and bought one for my 
daughter, myself and a few other people. 

The next evening, the group split up for supper. 
Half went to a steak house in town and my half went 
right back to the Hard Rock Cafe for a nice supper. And 
wouldn’t you know; the ladies in my group went back 
to the gift shop for more T-shirts. 

The next day, July 19, we took a Niagara Falls boat 
ride. Not everyone could go, hut the ones who did had 


a great time. We got a little wet, but we had our hooded 
Niagara Falls ponchos on and they kept parts of us dry. 

We went as close as we could to the falls and the 
boat stopped there for a second so we could take in this 
God-made marvel. Lawanna Osceola Niles thought we 
sat there for longer than we needed to and said, “ft sure 
is taking a long time to turn this boat around!” 

Eventually she saw a sign for a tour company that 
takes the more adventurous on a “Journey Under the 
Falls.” She screamed over the loud noise of Niagara 
Falls that she wanted to do that too, which she did the 
next day. We also caught a ghmpse of Canada on the 
other side of the falls from our tour boat. 

From the American side of Niagara Falls, we could 
see the Hard Rock Cafe, and my daughter Christine and 
I decided we would go the next day after we ate break- 
fast. 

On July 20, our fellow traveler Priscilla Sayen 
headed straight to the airport but Christine and I made 
the trip across the border to the Hard Rock Cafe and gift 
shop. This time, however, we didn’t buy T-shirts; we 
bought Hard Rock Cafe - Canada sweatshirts instead. 
We then made a dash for the airport to catch up with 
Priscilla and make our way. 

I would hke to thank Patricia Ferreira and Leanne 
Carman from the Senior Center for a job well done. 
They catered to all our needs during the trip, as they 
always do, but probably don’t hear as much as they 
should. 



Photo Submitted by Wanda Bowers 

(L-R) David Jumper, Lawanna Osceola Niles, Wanda Bowers, Christine McCall, Naomi Fewell, Connie Gowen and Larry Frank 
enjoy a dinner together on their trip. 
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Friends, Colleagues 

BY CHRIS JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Tribal Council Rep. David 
Cypress celebrated his 57th birthday amongst more 
than 300 Tribal citizens, employees, invited guests 
and family members on Aug. 5 at the gym. 

The nearly 20 year Tribal Council representative 
received well wishes from both the Council and Board 
members in attendance including his brother, Chair- 
man Mitchell Cypress, Immokalee Council Liaison 
Elaine Aguilar and Fort Pierce Liaison S.R. Tommie. 

Tommie spoke about his inner strength and dedi- 
cation to his people. 

“He is a man of strength and integrity,” Tommie 
said. “He has taught me the lesson of no matter what 
people do to you; you can be there for them. At the 
end of the day all that matters to him is what he gives 
to others.” 

The chairman reflected on their childhood youth, 
telling humorous stories and expressing his love for 
his brother, David. 

“We have different political opinions sometimes 
but whatever is good for the Tribe is what it is all 
about in the end,” Chairman Cypress said. “Outside of 
our political life, he is just my little brother and I love 
him.” 

Dale Grasshopper, Rep. Cypress’s longtime assis- 
tant, said the BC native has always had many support- 
ers that volunteer every year for his birthday event. 
She said that reflects on him as a man and a leader in 
his community. 

“There has always been plenty of hands and 
help,” Grasshopper said. “It is oftentimes an opportu- 
nity to just come together for a good time. I just set the 
date and it becomes a community effort. 

Performances by Elvis Presley and Rod Stewart 
tribute artists entertained the crowd, along with other 
traditional birthday fare. 


Honor Rep. Cypress 



Chris Jenkins 


Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. David Cypress (C) with mom, 
Mary Frances (R), and brother, Terry (L). 
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Tribe Represented at National Day of the American Cowboy 




Freelance Reporter 


chobee’s honorable bail boss, Pete Clemons 
shouted “Head’em Up and Move’em Out,” 
as he led the drive down the 3.5 mile stretch 
to the Okeechobee Agri-Civic Center. 

Adding to the authenticity of the event, 
the Seminole Tribe supplied a stagecoach, 
mule-drawn jail and covered camp wagon. 




OKEECHOBEE, Fla. — In 2005 
President George W. Bush recognized the 
importance of the American cowboys’ con- 
tribution to the history and growth of the 
nation by proclaiming the fourth Saturday 
in July of each year as the National Day of 
the American Cowboy. 

In celebration of the proud heritage of 
the cable industry in Florida, the city of 
Okeechobee, in conjunction with the Okee- 
chobee Cattlemen’s Association, held its 
second annual cattle drive on July 26. Last 
year’s event was the first celebration held 
east of the Mississippi in recognition of this 
holiday. 

“Looking back through history, you 
will find that Florida was the first place in 
the United States with cattle, horses, pigs 
and citrus due to the Spanish colonization,” 
said cattle owner Paul Bowers. “Our Native 
American ancestors were at the root of 
building the agricultural heritage of Florida 
and were the first cowboys in the region.” 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida supplied 
the cattle for the drive using long homed 
roping steers from the Brighton Reserva- 
tion. These closely resemble the cracker cat- 
tle, the founding stock of the Florida cable 
industry. 

The cattle were released onto State 
Road 70 in downtown Okeechobee at 10 
a.m. under the supervision of cowboys from 
all the major ranches in the area. Okee- 


Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Rowdy Osceola and his grandfather, Rudy, represent a family that has spent generations 
working cattle for the Seminole Tribe. 


Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Brighton Council Rep. Roger Smith and Norman Bowers participate in the trail drive in Okee- 
chobee, which honors the contributions of cowboys throughout U.S. history. 


Judy Weeks 

Asst. Director of Natural Resources Alex Johns provides an overall view of the Seminole Tribe’s 
cattle program while on horseback. 


Surrounded by a mounted brigade of cow- 
boys and cowgirls, they slowly followed the 
herd to its destination through the crowd of 
spectators. 

Speaking to the group assembled, fifth 
generation cable owner and Tribal history 
buff Norman Bowers provided a brief histo- 
ry of Seminole cattle beginning with 
Cowkeeper. He also discussed how his own 
ancestors supplied the Confederate Cow 


Cavalry with cattle during the Civil War, 
and later participated in the early cattle 
drives to the livestock barges at Punta Rassa 
for shipment to Cuba. 

“In order to appreciate the hard work of 


these first cowboys, you will need to 
remember that there were no roads, just 
trails, and it took three days to travel from 
here to Fort Pierce by dugout canoe,” Bow- 
ers said. “Imagine gathering cattle from the 
dense hush and driving them across 
swamps, prairies and rivers to the shipping 
docks.” 

Brighton Council Rep. Roger Smith 
added: “In more recent generations, the 
Seminoles have established their own herds, 
gone from open range grazing to improved 
pastures and now rank among the top 10 
cable producers in the United States.” 

As Assistant Director of Natural 
Resources, Alex Johns supplies the Semi- 
nole Board of Directors with industry 
research and development information, in 
addition to overseeing daily cable opera- 
tions at Brighton. 

“We have come a long way from crack- 
er cows to the Brangus bulls and high qual- 
ity breeding stock that we raise today in an 
effort to provide the American people with 
some of the healthiest and most nutritious 
beef on the market,” Johns said. 

Rounding out the event, Okeechobee 
Cattlemen’s Association President Matt 
Pearce introduced a ranch rodeo, which 
exhibited the basic skills employed in keep- 
ing a ranch running. Representing the Semi- 
nole Tribe, Alex Johns, Matt Ariefra and 
Tommy Rodgers, joined the Newcomers 
Ranch team, which competed in ranch doc- 
toring, hronc riding, wild cow milking, 
team branding and a stampede race. 


Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Driver Dennis DeVoegh joins Paul Bowers, riding shotgun, and passenger, Linda Bowers, in 
the Seminole Tribe’s stagecoach. 
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Museum Celebrates Women in Cattle at Forum 


BY CHRIS C. JENKIN S 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 
hosted a forum on July 8 that recognized the contribu- 
tions of the Tribe’s female cattle owners. This esteemed 
group of women has helped shape the thriving Tribal 
cattle business since the first female cattle owners pur- 
chased stock in the 1950s. 

Three of the 19 women seated on the Cable Own- 
ers Committee of the Brighton and Big Cypress Reser- 
vations, Janice Osceola, Mary Tigertail and Louise 
Gopher, spoke at the forum. 

Tigertail, the BC Cable Commibee chairwoman, 
Gopher, a Brighton committee member, and Osceola, a 
cattle owner, gave their perspectives on different 
aspects of the cattle business. The three discussed top- 
ics ranging from growing up in the industry, to how it 
has changed throughout the years, and more. 

Osceola and Gopher specifically recalled long days 
and little resources. They also admibed they could not 
have achieved success today without female cattle pio- 
neers such as Eddie Tommie and Mabel Frank, and the 
traditions their family members started. 

“Back then the Tribe was poor and you had to pro- 
vide your own resources, and those resources were your 
family,” Gopher said. 

Osceola added: “[My siblings and I] used to get up 
early in the morning and be the human fence lines to 
keep the cattle back; from early on it was a lot of hard 
work.” 

Gopher said these experiences helped shape her 
thoughts on the cable industry as a whole, and helped 
her become the successful owner she is today. 

“In the beginning I was not paying much aben- 
tion,” she said. “As kids we were just human robots; we 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Mary Tigertail responds to questions posed at cattle forum. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Janice Osceola reminisces about her days growing up in the 
cattle business. 


just did what we were told. But when I became an 
owner it was a wake up call.” 

“My whole life has been about cattle and I would 
not know what to do without it in my life,” Gopher 
added. 

Tigertail said while growing up her two brothers, 
as well as the Tribal Cattle Program, helped her learn 
the business. She said the program aims to assist cattle 
owners with everyday operations, foresee and help 
resolve complaints, budgeting issues and more. 

“I became an owner when there was help around so 
I have always had it,” Tigertail said. “They have been a 
great help. Without them I would not he able to manage 
things.” 

The three admit nowadays the cable business can 
be expensive and time consuming. However, they 
added that changes in the business throughout the years, 
with technology improvements, cow pen developments 
and more, have made things easier. 

“There have been a lot of changes, but things have 
gotten better,” Osceola said. 

According to the Florida Department of State, 
Florida is the leading beef producing state east of the 
Mississippi River, and today remains in the top five in 
North America. The Seminole Tribe ranked in the top 
15 beef producers in the nation in 2001, a figure that 
has greatly increased throughout the years, most recent- 
ly with the Board of Directors’ Seminole Beef venture. 

“It is a good program and good idea,” Osceola said. 

Tigertail agreed, however, voiced some concerns 
about expansion for individual cattle owners. 

“We need more land and more cattle if we were to 
sell and go international,” Tigertail observed. 

Their comments made during the forum will he a 
part of a special exhibit planned by the museum, sched- 
uled for Sept. 25. 

“It is a reahzation of history within the Tribe,” 
Museum Director Anne McCudden said. “A lot of Trib- 
al members thought this was a topic where the story 
should be told.” 
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Tribal Youngsters Attend 13th Annual Brighton Conference 


BY CHRIS JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

ORLANDO — More than 300 Tribal 
citizens, employees and special guests took 
part in the festivities at the lavish Loews 
Royal Pacific Resort, the site of the 13th 
annual Brighton Youth Conference, held 
July 28-Aug. 3. 

The weeklong event, as in years past, 
helped the Tribe’s younger members gain 
further insight into their culture and her- 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Vinson Osceola teaches the third graders about 
cypress woodcarving. 


itage. The conference also highlighted top- 
ics including teamwork, child computer and 
transportation safety, health, community 
planning, education and finances, to name a 
few. 

Co-Creators/Organizers Diane Smith 
and Safina Dorgan say the idea to have the 
youth conference came years ago as a way 
to enrich, teach and draw families closer. 
Thirteen years later, their idea paid off as 
the conference is still going strong. 

“Growing closer as a family is the main 
theme each year,” Smith said. “It is good to 
see all the famihes that are interested in par- 
ticipating.” 

Dorgan added: “I also enjoy watching 
the children because they look forward to it 
every year.” 

Dorgan said the increase in attendance 
throughout the years has been one of the 
biggest changes, but added that the intent 
remains the same with Tribal citizens learn- 
ing more about themselves, their communi- 
ty and other topics. 

Tribal elder Lorene Gopher, director of 
the Culture Dept., said she has always 
placed an importance on maintaining the 
heritage and legacy of the Tribe. Her efforts 
date back to 1979 when she, Louise Gopher 
and others, began scripting the Creek lan- 
guage to ensure its continued use. 

“We want to always preserve our tradi- 
tions,” Gopher said. “Whatever you can 
learn keep it because you can pass it down.” 

Dorgan said one of the other things the 
youth gain from the conference is learning 
more about the functions and structure of 
Tribal departments and the programs avail- 
able to them. 

Heidi Shaffan, director of Tribal Com- 
munity Planning and Development, said she 



(L-R) Seminole Fire Rescue’s Mike Hopkins and Caitlyn Olivarez. 




Chris C. Jenkins 


Tribal elder Nancy Shore concentrates on her 
bead and medallion work. 


and her department attended the event to 
teach the youth about different aspects of 
Tribal housing and site building. 

“We wanted to familiarize the kids on 
how things get built and decisions on how 
lands and sites get picked,” Shafran said. 

Motivational speaker Chance Rush 
(Hidatsa/Dakota/Arapahoe) of Shawnee, 
Okla., spoke to the youth and encouraged 
them to use their talents for personal 
growth. 

“I just wanted them to look at their 
quahties and use them to live a healthy 
lifestyle,” Rush said. 

In another session, sponsored by Fami- 
ly Services Dept., the fourth and fifth 
graders learned how to achieve a “natural 
high.” 

“A lot of times we encourage kids to 
don’t do drugs, but we do not encourage 
them to do other things,” Community 
Events Coordinator Valerie Marone said. 


“We looked at their passions and encour- 
aged them.” 

“They do not have to turn to drugs to 
get high in life,” she added. 

Even the parents had a chance to learn 
a few things at the Youth Conference. They 
received tips and information from the 
Seminole Police Department and other 
crime prevention units about child care and 
computer safety. 

“I have always told her about all kinds 
of crazy people out there,” Tribal citizen 
Michael Micco said about 11 -year-old 
daughter, Baylee. “She has got a pretty good 
head on her shoulders so she let’s us know 


if there is anything crazy going on out 
there.” 

SPD officers also emphasized vehicle 
safety with classes on proper use of ATV’s 
and seat belt safety awareness. 

In addition, Miss Indian World 2008 
Nicole Alek’aq Colbert (Yupik Eskimo) was 
on hand for the conference. The Napakiak, 
Alaska native said she was impressed with 
the Seminole culture and hospitality 
throughout her stay. 

“I learned so much about the rich and 
beautiful culture of the Seminole people, 
and I loved it,” Colbert said. 



Seniors Attend Second Annual 
‘Service Round-Up and Fun’ 




Staff Reporter 


BIG CYPRESS — Rep- 
resentatives from various 
Tribal departments partici- 
pated in the 2nd Annual Sen- 
iors Service Round-up and 
Fun, held July 28 in the Sen- 
ior Center. 

The purpose of this 
event is for the seniors in the 
Big Cypress community to 
meet those who serve them. 

“We wanted to he able to 
make all our seniors aware 
and let them know all these 
services are in place for 
them,” Senior Center Site 
Manager Cecilia Solano said. 

“We figured it was another 
opportunity to pass on more 
updated information and 
numbers on our programs.” 

Thirteen departments 
participated in the event 
including: Seminole Fire 
Rescue, Health and Wellness, 

Family Services, the Semi- 
nole Police, Housing, Broad- Cecilia Solano (R). 
casting, Fitness, Ah-Tah-Thi- 


Tribal citizen Lydia Cypress (C) talks to Senior Center Assistant Manager Melissa Guz- 
man (L) and is escorted to the Department of Elders booth by Senior Center Manager 


Ki Museum and the Tribal Board, to name a few. year, Solano said it has continued to grow with added 

Since coming up with the idea for the event last departments and more senior participants. She said 
updating contact information, identifying seniors and 
establishing more interac- 


Geneva Shore (L) has her blood sugar tested at one of several booths at the event. 


tion and communication in 
the community were also 
major benefits for the gath- 
ering. 

Lieutenant Robert 
Brown of the Tribe’s Fire 
Rescue Dept, said he is a 
strong supporter of the 
event. He added that gaining 
more Tribal contacts, 
responding to more ques- 
tions, and establishing future 
problem solving solutions 
are a part of many hopes for 
his department each year. 

“I think it is a great idea 
because it gives everyone a 
chance to get in one place to 
talk,” Brown said. 

He explained that pro- 
grams such as the Senior 
Life Safety Inspector Pro- 
gram, the Senior Safety Pro- 
gram and Risk Watch are all 
important in maintaining 
and establishing a positive 
safe environment for one of 
the Tribe’s most prized 
assets — its elders. 
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Seminole Police Dept, motorcycle officers lead the pack on the one mile walk through the Hollywood Reservation. 


Community Participates in National 
Night Out to Prevent Crime 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 



Staff Reporter 


HOLLYWOOD — Seminole departments includ- 
ing Police, Fire, Security, Emergency Management and 
the Boys & Girls Club joined the Tribal community for 
a one mile walk through the Hollywood Reservation on 
Aug. 5 in honor of National Night Out to Prevent 
Crime. 

Now in its 25th year, National Night Out aims to 
heighten crime and drug prevention awareness, gener- 
ate support for anticrime programs, strengthen police- 
community partnerships and send a message to crimi- 
nals that neighborhoods are organized, according to the 
official event website, nationaltownwatch.org. The 
event is observed annually on the first Thursday in 
August and sponsored by the National Association of 
Town Watch. 

“It is important to observe the National Night Out 
in order to spread the awareness and prevention regard- 
ing drugs and crime,” said event organizer and Semi- 
nole Police Dept. Lt. Powell Morris. “[By] building a 
partnership within the community and the departments, 
we can help raise awareness.” 

Morris, an eight year SPD employee, said this was 
the first year the Tribe has participated in National 
Night Out. The Tribe has now joined a large list of par- 
ticipants in this event, which according to the event 
website, indicates last year’s National Night Out had 
35.4 million participants in 11,310 communities from 
all 50 states, U.S. territories, Canadian cities, and mili- 
tary bases worldwide. 


Lt. Powell Morris, event organizer, speaks to the crowd 
about the history of National Night Out to Prevent Crime. 


i successful turnout and dozens of Tribal citizens, 
Morris said he generated interest in the event by employees and guests participating, 
distributing flyers door-to-door, sending mass e-mails In addition to the walk, Hollywood Reservation 
and through television broadcasts. He said this resulted residents could show their support for National Night 

Out by turning their porch lights on 


(L-R) Elizabeth Frank and Evanne Pratt participate in the walk and hold a banner 
with some of theis peers’ signatures on it, which show their support for the event. 


at 6 p.m. and leaving them on all 
night. 

Following the one mile walk, 
participants also listened to the 
music of Paul “Cowbone” Buster 
and heard some guest speakers talk 
about the importance of National 
Night Out. 

Seminole Security Director 
Chris Osceola, Boys & Girls Club 
Assistant Director Thommy Doud, 
Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. 
Max B. Osceola Jr., SPD Chief 
Wilham Latchford and Lt. Morris 
all spoke at the event. Each person 
made an individual speech, but 
they all had a similar message that 
encouraged attendees to help pre- 
vent crime and drug abuse within 
the Tribe. 

“The only thing needed for 
evil to succeed, is for good to do 
nothing,” Rep. Osceola said. 


Big Cypress and Immokalee 

Employees from the Seminole Police and Fire Depart- 
ments joined together at the Big Cypress Gym and met 
with the community to take a stance against crime on 
Aug. 5. 

Several police officers attended the event to greet 
community members, answer questions and hand out 
crime prevention material and T-shirts, provided by SPD. 

The Seminole Fire Dept, also had members on site 
handing out fire prevention material. 

In Immokalee, SPD officers and community members 
met at the gym to show their support for National Night 
Out to Prevent Crime. Officers went door-to-door to Tribal 
residences to hand out T-shirts and meet community 
members who remained at home due to the inclement 
weather. 

Hollywood 

In Hollywood, members of the community, along with 
members of the Boys & Girls Club, Seminole Security, Fire 
and Police Departments, and distinguished guests, includ- 
ing Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr., met 
in front of the SPD facility and participated in a one mile 
walk through the community. In total, about 150 people 
attended. 

After the walk, the community members enjoyed 


music from Paul “Cowbone” Buster and chicken and ribs 
cooked by SPD Officer Scott Akin, as well as received T- 
shirts for their participation. In addition, representatives at 
crime and fire prevention booths distributed information to 
those interested. 

Brighton and Fort Pierce 

On the Fort Pierce and Brighton Reservations, SPD 
instructed members of these communities to turn on their 
porch lights at 6 p.m. in support of National Night Out to 
Prevent Crime. 

Members from both communities, along with SPD 
officers, enjoyed a spaghetti dinner prepared by Mary Jo 
Micco, and sponsored by Brighton Board Rep. Johnnie 
Jones. Fort Pierce Liaison Sally R. Tommie provided a tent 
and table arrangements for the Fort Pierce walk. 

Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Roger Smith agreed to let 
the event organizers use the Brighton Tribal Office for the 
Brighton walk. In Brighton, residents walked from the 
Brighton Tribal Office through the community located on 
Village Street. While in Fort Pierce, residents walked from 
the SPD facility through the community. 

Several community members from both reservations 
walked the designated routes more than once in support 
of the event. 


SPD Starts Youth, Elderly Welfare Unit 


The Seminole Police Department (SPD) has creat- 
ed a Youth and Elderly Welfare Unit to help that seg- 
ment of the Tribal population solve problems that affect 
the community in the areas of crime, disorder, violence 
and drug abuse. 

The department’s policies and programs are based 
on the collaborative efforts of SPD and Tribal citizens 
in non-threatening and supportive interactions. These 
interactions include efforts by police to listen to the 
youth and elderly, take their concerns seriously and 
solve the problems they identify. 

Program goals include improved citizen and police 
interaction, improved police attitudes toward citizens 
and more effective and efficient police service to the 
community. The focus is on problem identification and 
analysis and utilizing systematic problem solving tech- 
niques in order to build a strong community partner- 
ship. 

SPD’s objective is to obtain cooperation between 
the police and citizens, while encouraging a willingness 


to work together to improve neighborhood stability and 
community relations. SPD aims to educate and assist 
the youth and elderly in crime prevention by imple- 
menting an action plan to meet each community’s 
needs. 

The department’s Youth and Elderly Welfare Unit 
will establish an effective partnership with the commu- 
nity. SPD hopes to accomplish this by conferring with 
leaders from the Senior Center, youth groups, the 
Recreation Dept., Education Dept., Boys & Girls Club, 
Family Services Dept., religious and community organ- 
izations and non-law enforcement agencies. 

Interactions between SPD and the Tribal communi- 
ty will include mentoring the youth, attending field 
trips, monitoring truancy issues and problems, helping 
the seniors, and educating both the youth and elderly to 
lessen their chances of falling victim to crimes. 

The department looks forward to working with 
Seminole community members and developing these 
very important partnerships as SPD makes all reserva- 
tions a safer place to live and grow, pray and play. 
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Marisol Gonzalez 

Phyliss Laine Jefferson from the Hollywood Classic Casino sings along to Irene 
Cara’s 1980 hit “Fame.” 


Phyliss Laine Jefferson went on to win the talent competition. 






Kellie Heburn of the Coconut Creek Casino performs the 1990s hit “What’s Up. 


Employees Compete in Seminole Superstar Talent Show 



Kyla Danielle Whelchel from Brighton beat out nine other performers to 
make it to the finals. 


Popular Talent Competition Now In Its Fourth Year 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 


HOLLYWOOD — This year’s 
Seminole Superstar talent show com- 
petition, held at the Hard Rock Live 
on Aug. 11, brought out Tribal 
employee contestants representing 
various Seminole gaming facilities. 

Employees from Tampa, 
Brighton, iinmokalee, Coconut Creek 
and Hollywood competed for a 
chance to win the grand prize. 

Phyliss Laine Jefferson, from the 
Hollywood’s Classic Casino, per- 
formed Irene Cara’s 1980s hit song 
“Fame” along with an entourage of 10 
members rounding out her group. 
Pulling out all the stops, Jefferson had 
custom-made shirts for her group, 
dancers, paparazzi, a costume change 
and even a bodyguard. 

Her performance wowed the 
judges more than all the others and 
Jefferson took first place in the com- 
petition. 

“My group is like a family,” Jef- 
ferson said. “We have a good time and 
enjoy entertaining; it really is a group 
effort.” 

Members of Tribal Council and 
casino managers attended the event 
and took in the performances. Quacie 
Gilchrist, the 2007 Sem in ole Super- 
star winner, and Hollywood Hard 
Rock employee, also performed for 
the audience. 

Actor-comedian Sal Richards, 


who has appeared in several well- 
known television shows including 
The Sopranos, emceed the event and 
kept the crowd entertained during the 
set changes between each act. He 
introduced the judges, all American 
Idol look-a-likes, with a mock Randy 
Jackson, Paula Abdul and Simon 
Cowell on hand, and also the contest- 
ants. 

The first performer, Kyla 
Danielle Whelchel from the Seminole 
Casino - Brighton, said she ultimately 
wants to make it in the entertainment 
business. She performed Journey’s 
“Lovin’, Touchin’, Squeezin’ ” in her 
first Seminole Superstar competition 
performance. 

Amanda Fox, 22, from the Tampa 
Hard Rock, performed the Evanes- 
cence rock ballad “My Immortal.” 
Fox said she appreciated the opportu- 
nity to perform and enjoyed visiting 
the Hollywood Hard Rock. 

Kellie Heburn, a poker dealer 
from Seminole Casino - Coconut 
Creek, competed in previous Semi- 
nole Superstar talent shows, saying 
this was her third time. She performed 
“What’s Up” by 4 Non Blondes. 

“I love doing this,” Heburn said. 
“It’s so much fun and it is such a great 
thing that the Tribe does for us.” 

Following Heburn, Mayatta 
Cummings of the Seminole Casino - 
Immokalee count team, serenaded her 
mother, Mae, with Trina’s song 
“Mama.” Cummings said that she gets 


her inspiration from her mother and 
her 5-year-old daughter Heaven. 

“I do everything for my mother 
and daughter,” Cummings said. 

The evening’s final act, Lamar 
Blandin, a server at the Blue Plate 
restaurant inside the Hollywood Hard 


Rock, performed his rendition of A1 
Green’s hit “Lets Stay Together.” 
Blandin said he has been singing since 
he started talking, adding that he only 
gets nervous during the first note of 
his song. 



(L-R) Emcee Sal Richards stands on stage with Mayatta Cummings and her mother, 
Mae, who Mayatta dedicated Trina’s song “Mama” to. 
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Education 


Incentive Awards 



Ahfachkee Summer School 
Students Recognized 

Perfect Attendance Award: Caleb Billie, Sontino Billie, Arnold 
Billie, Bly Davidson, Bradley Osceola, Brianna Bowers, Eyanna 
Billie, Kaitlin Osceola, Michelle Jimmie, Nyah Davidson, Ramona 
Jimmie, Richard Billie, Sabre Billie, Shana Balentine, Sierra Bow- 
ers, Brandi Osceola. 


Youngsters Attend 
Babysitter Training Class 

BY FEL IX DOBOSZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — More than a dozen Hollywood communi- 
ty teenagers learned basic babysitting skills from the American Red 
Cross’s Laurie Anne Lewis in a class held at the DSO building on 
Aug. 11. 

This 7.5 hour program taught the youngsters valuable skills all 
babysitters should know, including lifesaving CPR skills. 

The Education Dept, sponsored the course, designed mainly 
for 1 1 - 1 5 year olds to learn about caring for youngsters and infants. 
It teaches babysitters to make responsible decisions when solving 
problems and handling emergencies. 

“I can learn how to babysit better when I’m baby sitting my lit- 
tle brother and sisters,” said student Whitney Osceola, 15. 

During the class, students participated in drills with life-sized 
baby dolls so they could learn how to perform tasks including how 
to change a diaper, as well as first aid and CPR techniques, with 
certified Seminole EMS instructors on hand. At the class’s comple- 
tion, each student received their American Red Cross certification 
in baby skills, first aid skills and CPR. 

The course also provided the students with information about 
how to become good role models and leaders. It also featured some 
beginning instruction on how to write resumes and fill out job 
applications. 

This is the second year the American Red Cross presented their 
babysitter training course to the Tribal community. The Education 
Dept, also sponsored this class in Big Cypress and Immokalee dur- 
ing the same week. 



Felix DoBosz 


The students practice putting diapers on dolls at babysitter class. They 
also learned valuable first-aid skills and CPR. 


Book Report Collage Project 
Winner Announced 



Photo Submitted by John Fraser, Big Cypress Library Director 

Thomlynn Billie stands next to her Book Report Collage Project, one of 
the collages on display at the Willie Frank Library, and part of the Big 
Cypress Summer Enrichment Program coordinated by the Culture and 
Education Departments, and the Library. 



Chelsea Mountain, 18, with Mom Esther Gopher 
Clan: Snake 

Reservation: Hollywood 
School: American fferitage 

Future Plans: Attend Broward Community College for one year 
before transferring to either Haskell Indian Nations University in 
Kansas or Seminole State College in Oklahoma, to major in 
sports medicine and minor in business 



Photo Submitted by Christine McCall 

Colorful houses line the hillside in Manarola Cinque Terre, Italy, one of the stops on Christine McCall’s travels throughout the country. 


Christine McCall Completes Studies in Italy 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

Christine Elizabeth McCall, 21, Deer 
Clan, recently returned from a six week 
semester abroad, studying in Italy. 

“If you go to college and look into study- 
ing abroad, you will find it like going to anoth- 
er reservation,” McCall said. “Everyone 
should try it to broaden your horizons and go 
open minded.” 

While in Italy, McCall took elective class- 
es, such as Survey of Studio Art and Photogra- 
phy, in order to enjoy her time in another 
country. She said she learned about and appre- 
ciated the culture in Italy, and added that as a 
Seminole, she is very focused on culture. 

She said she also saw famous works of art 
she would have otherwise only seen in text- 
books, such as Botticelli’s “The Birth of 
Venus,” Michelangelo’s “David” and Leonar- 
do DaVinci’s “Last Supper.” She also ate var- 
ious traditional Italian dishes, including gela- 
to, the Itahan ice cream, and rode on a gondo- 
la, a boat commonly seen throughout Italy. 

Although McCall admitted learning 
another language had its difficulties, she said 
she did pick up words, phrases and customs 
during her time abroad. She said she made an 
effort to speak the language, and the Italian 
people showed appreciation for her efforts, 
even though she didn’t pronounce words prop- 
erly. 

McCall also took in some of Italy’s 
famous landmarks including the Colosseum, 


the Forum, the Fontana di Trevi, Duomo 
Cathedral, also known as “God’s House” and 
the Leaning Tower of Pisa. She said she also 
visited the Italian cities of Sienna, Venice and 
Florence, and also went body rafting and 
canyoning in Switzerland through ice cold 
waters that came from a glacier. McCall and 
her roommates stayed in Switzerland one 
weekend out of their trip. 

While in Italy, she lived with seven other 
female students who attend various universi- 
ties throughout Florida. McCall said living 
with different personalities was not easy. 

“It was just like reality television so we 
had to try and avoid conflicts.” She said. 

McCall said she received her passport at 
age 17, though her mother, Wanda Bowers, 
only recently attained hers. She said she wants 
to take her mother to visit Italy next summer 
and give her the chance to enjoy the country as 
much as she did during her semester abroad. 

McCall encourages more Tribal youth to 
take advantage of all the opportunities offered 
through the Education Dept., including study- 
ing abroad. 

“If it wasn’t for the education department 
I wouldn’t have gotten to go to Italy,” McCall 
said. 

McCall is scheduled to graduate from 
FSU in the spring of 2009 with a bachelor’s 
degree in social work and plans to apply to 
graduate school to attain a master’s degree in 
social work. She said she hopes to come back 
and work for the Tribe’s Family Services 
Dept, after completing her studies. 


Photo Submitted by Christine McCall 

Christine McCall holds up the famous Leaning Tower of 
Pisa, located in Pisa, Italy. 



Charter School Students Increase FCAT Scores 


BY CHRIS JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Receiving test results can be 
nerve-wracking for teachers, parents and students, 
but the students from the Pemayetv Emahakv 
Charter School had a reason to celebrate on July 8. 

They received the results from the Florida 
Comprehensive Assessment Test (FCAT) and 
posted a more than 90 percent improvement since 
last year. 

The annual test, given to Florida students in 
grades three through 11, aims to measure and 
increase students’ academic achievement in multi- 
ple subject areas by implementing higher stan- 
dards. 

The Seminole Education Dept, and Charter 
School officials were thrilled with the results. 

“The Charter School has exceeded its expec- 
tation of being an outstanding school and the 
FCAT scores are just one of the areas that this has 
proven to be true,” said Education Dept. Director 
Emma Johns. “Hats off to the faculty, staff, and 
parents of the students for being supportive and 
encouraging throughout the year — especially 
during FCAT testing time.” 

“A standing ovation goes to the students of 
[the Charter School] whose efforts, dedication and 
determination have set the bar for other Charter 
and public schools throughout the state and the 
nation,” she added. 

Pemayetv Emahakv Principal Russ Brown 
said the feat was all the more impressive for the 90 
percent minority school because it was the very 
first year for testing at the school. The 90 percent 
improvement rate was based on the students’ 
scores from last year’s test given at the various 
public schools they attended in the area. He 
explained that the gains also surpassed many of 
the bordering county schools. 

“There were a lot of naysayers in the begin- 
ning,” Brown said. “There was a lot of uncertain- 
ty as to whether the kids could be a success as a 
[Native American] population.” 

He credits several factors for the rise in 


scores. The students learn in smaller classes, with 
an average of 12 students per class. He also 
explained that there is a high quality teaching staff 
that uses advanced technology and teaching mate- 
rials, including laptops and iPods®. There is also a 
more than 90 percent attendance rate and a 
rewards and recognition teaching environment 
throughout the year. 

Johns said that in spite of the school’s success, 
the controversy and debate will continue about the 
use of the test, especially in high minority attend- 
ed schools such as Pemayetv Emahakv. 

“Like most other state standardized tests, the 
FCAT is geared towards the white suburban cul- 
ture and lacks sensitivity to other cultures,” she 
said. “A great deal of controversy also comes with 


the pressure placed on administrators and faculty 
to ensure great performance on the FCAT because 
of the monetary incentives and school grades that 
are given based on FCAT scores.” 

“What people fail to realize more often than 
not is that there are many factors that can affect the 
outcome of school performance on the FCAT such 
as the socio economic status or ethnicity of the 
majority of the population attending the school,” 
Johns added. “Society focuses on a letter grade to 
gauge a school’s competency rather than focusing 
on whether or not a school made significant aca- 
demic gains from the previous year.” 

For more information on the FCAT, please log 
on to fcat.fldoe.org. 



Photo Submitted by Michele Thomas 

(L-R) Cam Youngblood, Daniel Nunez, Jennifer Tommie and Korvette Billie use their laptops while in class. 
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Incentive Award honorees and representatives from the Trail community at their awards ceremony, held June 11. 

Trail Community Holds Incentive Awards 
Ceremony at Popular Entertainment Center 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

MIAMI — Representatives from the Education 
Department handed out the first batch of 2008 incen- 
tive Awards at Dave & Busters in Miami for the Trail 
Seminoles on June 1 1 . 

The students recognized were: Cassidy Bert, 
Kelin Bert, Morgan Bert, Danny Billie, Jonah Billie, 
Osceola Cypress, Destiny (Jim) Harper, Jasmine 
Holdiness, Jennifer Holdiness, Jessie Holdiness, 
Ozzie Holdiness, Lucas Huggins, Elena Jim, Hunter 
Jim, Katherine Jim, Lauren Jim, Flaon Keyser, 
Angelina Osceola, Darian C. Osceola, John Kyle 
Osceola Jr., Keylene Osceola, Alaina Roberts, Don- 
avin Tiger, Madison Tiger and Stephen Tiger. 

Each student received an award certificate, a gift 
certificate and a jacket. In order to qualify for this 
honor, students had to maintain a GPA of 2.5 or high- 
er and have a good attendance record. 

Several Tribal leaders attended the affair and 
thanked the community for attending, including 
members of the Education Advisory Board and Trail 
Liaison William Osceola. 

“Congratulations to all for doing such a good 
job, and to the parents as well,” Liaison Osceola said. 
“You all help the Tribe to prosper, and you are the 
future of our Tribe. We depend on you.” 

The Trail families then listened to guest speaker 
Nat Moore, formerly of the Miami Dolphins, talk 
about the importance of education. 



Marisol Gonzalez 

Trail Liaison William Osceola addresses the gathering. 


BC’s Private School Students Receive 
Incentive Awards at Presentation 

Guest Speaker Jarrid Smith Discusses Education, Sports, More 


BY CHRIS JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Big Cypress private school 
students attended their Incentive Awards ceremony at 
Dave and Busters 
restaurant and enter- 
tainment center on 
Aug. 16. 

Alfred Billie, 

Dannee Billie, Sierra 
Bowers, Jean 
Capricien, Raini 
Cypress, Brittany 
Huff, Annie Joe, 

Anthony Joe, Calhe 
Joe, Christopher Joe, 

Jason Melton, Sym- 
phony Osceola and 
Troy Yescas all 
received awards dur- 
ing the ceremony. 

In addition to 
raffled prizes and the 
awards themselves, 
attendees listened to 
a speech from guest 
speaker Jarrid Smith. 

Smith, a graduate of 
Florida Atlantic 
University, as well 
as member of the 


football team, discussed topics such as drugs, peer 
pressure, sports, career ambitions, education and over- 
coming hardships to triumph. 

“At some point in your life you are going to have 
to ask yourself ‘What do I want to do with my life? 

Do I want to keep 
messing up, or do I 
want to do some- 
thing with myself,’ 
” Smith said. 
“Whatever you do 
in life, people are 
going to know 
about it.” 

BC Education 
Advisor Patrick L. 
McElroy said the 
ceremony went 
very well and the 
students deserved 
all the recognition 
they received. 

“The kids did 
really well this 
year, and their 
GPA’s went up as 
well,” McElroy 
said. “Our num- 
bers are up as well 
from last year for 
private school 
enrollment.” 



Chris Jenkins 

Guest speaker Jarrid Smith answers questions from parents and students. 



Chris Jenkins 

Big Cypress’s private school Incentive Award recipients at their luncheon at Dave & Busters on Aug. 16. 
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INCENTIVE AWARDS 


Incentive Award Recipients, Families Attend Carnival 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Members of the 
Hollywood and Fort Pierce Tribal commu- 
nities joined together at this year’s Incen- 
tive Awards Carnival, hosted by the Educa- 
tion Dept, on Aug. 1 . 

Instead of the usual dinner and certifi- 
cate presentation, the Education Dept, staff 
decided to put a spin on things. This year, 
they held a community carnival at the Hol- 
lywood ball field for those receiving an 
award, as well as their families and guests. 

“Hollywood wanted the entire com- 
munity to enjoy the event, not just award 
recipients,” said Education Dept. Director 
Emma Johns. 

The carnival featured traditional activ- 
ities including rides, carnival foods and 
games, to name just a few. Additional 
activities included mock-Sumo wrestling, 
bull riding, a magic show, stunt bike riders, 
musical entertainment by Paul “Cowbone” 


Buster and his band, and even a Hula 
dance performance. 

The Hula dancers asked members of 
the audience to participate and learn the 
ancient Hawaiian dance. 

The younger children took the stage 
first with about a dozen kids joining in. 
Next up, the gentlemen, including Chair- 
man Mitchell Cypress, showed off their 
moves. 

The dancers introduced him as “The 
Big Kahuna” and dressed him in a grass 
skirt, coconut brazier and a bamboo hat. 
The attendees watched and applauded as 
“The Big Kahuna” and three other men 
performed the Hula. 

Although this year’s Incentive Awards 
for Hollywood and Fort Pierce did not 
have a ceremony as previous years have, 
the recipients received their awards in the 
mail. At the carnival, however, they did 
receive a backpack filled with goodies for 
the upcoming school year. 



Chairman Mitchell Cypress, AKA “The Big Kahuna,” learns how to Hula. 



(L-R) Justin Frank and Blige Cypress battle it out on the jousting mat at the Hollywood Incentive Awards carnival, held Aug. 1 at the ball field. 


Hollywood’s Incentive 
Award Recipients 


Cindi Adair, Joel Arroyo, 
Claireese Avila, Kalani Bankston, 
Jaden Bankston, Kyler Bell, 
Kiana Bell, Adrianne Bell, Pernell 
Bert, Paul Billie, Kayla Billie, 
Cody Billie, Nelson Billie, Rayel 
Billie, Julian Billie, Alisia Billie, 
Gabrielle Billie, Fairuza Billie, 
Maurice Billie, Hunter Billie, Bri- 
ana Bilodeau, Tyler Bilodeau, 
Brianna Blais-Billie, Devan Bow- 
ers, Mariah Bowers, Trinity Bow- 
ers, Boryalys Cypress, Alycia 
Cypress, Shelby Dehass, Daniel 
Dehass, Chandler DeMayo, Des- 
tiny Diaz, Celena Doctor, 
Gabrielle Doctor, Jason Dodd, 
Kaiya Drake, Howie Drake, Jen- 
nie Eagle, Tiyonda Farrior, 
Jonathon Frank, Raevin Frank, 
Brent Frank, Elizabeth Frank, 
Cachalani Frank, Jean Frank, 
Damian Frank, Sharka Frank, 
Robert Frank III, Tomasina 
Gilliam, Kaitlynn Gorney, Deila 
Harjo, Tyler Harjochee, Michael 
Harvey, Dana Holt, Valentino 
Huggins, Katrina Huggins, 
Jonathan Idle, Maleah Isaac, 
Analyse Jimenez, Joseph John, 
Shania Johns, Cecil Johns, 
Brooke Johns, Clarissa Jumper, 
Dorian Jumper, Eden Jumper, 
Arek Jumper, Franklin Jumper, 
Gordon Jumper, Nicholas 
Jumper, Cameron Jumper, 
Phoenixsun Jumper, Kylen 
Jumper, Heather Kippenberger, 
Kathlyn Kippenberger, Cheyenne 
Kippenberger, Carson Knaby, 
Victoria Lacey, Zechariah Lacey, 
Brady Latchford, Bradley Latch- 
ford, Brendan Latchford, Kian 
Madrid, Silas Madriga, Kiauna 
Martin, Randee McDonald, 
Amanda Micco, Jesse Mitchell, 
Dominique Motlow, Kenzie Mot- 
low, Chelsea Mountain, Jailyn 


Mowatt, Randy Osceola, 
Sheyanna Osceola, Meaghan 
Osceola, Audrey Osceola, Jordan 
Osceola, Kendrick Osceola, Whit- 
ney Osceola, Marissa Osceola, 
Courtney Osceola, Huston Osce- 
ola, Aaron Osceola, Tristina 
Osceola, Anissa Osceola, 
Cameron Osceola, Elden Osceo- 
la, Royce Osceola, Tyson Osceo- 
la, Marsha Osceola, Mila Osceo- 
la, Cameron Osceola, Skyla 
Osceola, Ashley Osceola, John 
Osceola, Drew Osceola, Denise 
Osceola, Phyllis Osceola, Shel- 
don Osceola, Victor Osceola, 
Shelli Mae Osceola, Jack Osceo- 
la, Knananochet Osceola, John 
Osceola, Chahechom Osceola, 
Cady Osceola, Faith Osceola, 
Joshua Osceola, Matthew Osce- 
ola Jr., Isaiah Pichardo, Kiara 
Pichardo, Leeonna Pichardo, 
Isacc Pichardo, Richard 
Primeaux, Joey Puente, River 
Randall, Savannah Redbone- 
Osceola, Tucomah Robbins, 
Adakai Robbins, Jesse Sanchez, 
Samuel Sanchez, Audriahna 
Sirota, Italia Sisto, Garhett 
Smith, Chloe Smith, Mariah 
Smith, Donavin Spiva, Roy Stew- 
art, Raylene Stewart, KeiShawn 
Stewart, Victoria Stivers, Mary 
Stivers, Jerome Stivers, Robert 
Stivers Jr., Marisa Stockton, 
Dean Stokes Jr., Tyler Storm, 
Rhiannon Tiger, Rhett Tiger, 
Lavontae Tommie, Marty Tommie 
Jr., Lorelei Tommie, Mardravious 
Tommie, Quentin Tommie, Jack 
Turtle, Maurice Tyler, Rebecca 
Vazquez, Colton Vazquez, Jackie 
Willie, Echo Wolf, Silver Wolf, 
Tianna Young, Katelyn Young, 
Krystle Young, Tarina Young, Iris- 
sa Young, Jade Young, 
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INCENTIVE AWARDS 

Tampa Community Recieves Incentive Awards 


BY CH RIS C. JE NKINS 
Staff Reporter 

TAMPA — The Tampa Hard Rock played host 
to acknowledging some of the hest and brightest stu- 
dents in education for the annual Incentive Awards on 
July 29. 

Director of Education Emma Johns emceed the 
event along with Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Roger 
Smith. 

“It was all about [praising] them for the wonder- 
ful academic year they had,” Johns said. 

Tribal citizen Stephanie Johns, who received 
Incentive Awards for earning both her associate of arts 
and associate of science degree, offered encourage- 
ment to those still in school. 

“Stay in school, do your best and keep trying,” 
Johns said. “Education is the one thing that can never 
be taken away from you.” 

In addition to the awards presentation, the recipi- 
ents, their family members and invited guests listened 
to motivational speaker Chance Rush (Hidat- 
sa/Dakota/ Arapahoe). Rush has spoken at numerous 
Tribal functions to date and offered the students and 
parents advice on how to succeed in life. 

“[Native Americans] can offer so much if we 
want to,” he said. “Just because we can progress does- 
n’t mean we can erase our past as a people.” 

“Parents, be in your children’s lives every step of 
the way,” Rush added. 

Although absent for the evening’s event, Tampa 
Liaison Richard Henry sent well wishes via a letter his 
assistant Jackie Smith read. 

“This is not the end for some of you; you are all 
the face of the Seminole Tribe of Florida and you are 
the future,” said Smith, reading Henry’s letter. 



(L-R) Associate of Arts/Associate of Science Degree recipi- 
ent Stephanie Johns and Education Director Emma Johns. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Roger Smith awards James 
Williams with his education certificate. 

Tampa’s Incentive Award Recipients 

AA/AS Degree: Stephanie Johns 
High School Diploma: Ashley Santiago, Nick Frank 
General Equivalency Diploma (GED): Joseph Santiago 
Honor Class: Andrew Henry, Dakota Henry, Kyle Henry, 
Phaydra Clark 

Advanced Class: Nick Frank, Peter Joel Foret 
Attendance: Andrew Henry, Dakota Henry, Kyle Henry, 
Dante Henry, Phaydra Clark, Jacob Smith, Brenna Walton, 
Ohana Henry, Tyrek Lasane 
Awards & Certificates: Andrew Henry, Dakota Henry, 
Dante Henry, Ohana Henry, Phaydra Clark, Tyrek Lasane, 
Brenna Walton, Nick Frank, Annissa Billie-Saxton, Deven 
Osceola, James Williams Jr., Nicholas Smith, Preston 
Osceola, Sumer Carroll 

3.76-3.99 GPA: Deven Osceola, James Williams Jr., Tyrek 
Lasane 

3.0-3.75 GPA: Andrew Henry, Brenna Walton, Dakota 
Henry, Dante Henry, Jacob Smith, Kyle Henry, Nicholas 
Smith, Nick Frank 

Improved GPA: Annissa Billie-Saxton, Dante Henry 
Effort Award: Caitlin Garcia, Christopher Garcia, Issac 
Urbina, Melody Urbina, Shandra Cypress, William Cypress 



Judy Weeks 

Immokalee’s Incentive Award recipients hold their Best Effort awards and new backpacks at the ceremony. 


Recipients Attend Oscar™-Themed 
Incentive Awards Ceremony 

BY JUD Y WEEKS was also on hand to commend the students on their hard 

Freelance Reporter work. 

“I began my service to the community in the Edu- 
IMMOKALEE — The Parent Advisory Commit- cation Department many years ago and have watched 
tee (PAC) in Immokalee transformed the gym for an the program expand its goals and achievements,” Liai- 
son Aguilar said. “Education 
will unlock the door to the 
future, not only individually, 
but for the benefit of the 
Seminole Tribe. It is our job 
to see that these young peo- 
ple are prepared to shape the 
future in a responsible man- 
ner.” 

The Immokalee PAC 
officers and heads of local 
Tribal departments received 
individual acknowledgement 
for their contribution to both 
the banquet and yearlong 
support of the student body. 
Presentations included cer- 
tificates, Oscar™-style tro- 
phies, embroidered back- 
packs, medallions and more. 

A professional photog- 
rapher with a back drop fea- 
turing the famous stars on 
the Hollywood Walk of 
Fame, took photos of the 
attendees in their high fash- 
ion attire. Reminiscent of the 
Hollywood Walk, the stu- 
dents’ names were embossed 
in gold on tiles that decorated 
the walls and distributed at 
the end of the event. 


Oscar™-themed Education 
Incentive Awards presenta- 
tion on July 2. 

Although formal attire 
was optional, three-quarters 
of the students and their par- 
ents dressed appropriately for 
the occasion in tuxedos and 
ball gowns. 

The first awards present- 
ed went to the high school 
graduates, Alexandra Colon 
and Christian Benson, who is 
already attending Florida 
State University. 

Seminole Education 
Director Emma Johns 
emceed the presentation. 

“The students of 
Immokalee have done an out- 
standing job this year with 
grade scores rising and 
enthusiasm escalating” Johns 
said. “Getting an education is 
hard work and you are meet- 
ing the challenge. Your par- 
ents are to be commended for 
their extraordinary effort; 
education starts in the 
home.” 

Immokalee Tribal Coun- 
cil Liaison Elaine Aguilar 



(L-R) Kenny Joe Davis Jr., Christopher Briscall, 
Immokalee Asst. Education Advisor Victoria Presley 
and K.J. Davis don their formal attire for the Oscar™- 
themed awards banquet. 



Brighton Incentive Award Recipients 


Perfect Attendance: 1. Jaryaca Baker, 2. Justice 
Baker, 3. Tyra Baker, 4. Larissa Cortez, 5. Kirsten Doney, 

6. Ashlee Gopher, 7. Lewis Gopher Jr., 8. Lance Howard 
9. Frank Huff, 10. Deveon Jones 11. Malcolm Jones 12. 
Rumor Juarez, 13. Rodolpho Juarez IV, 14. Brydgett 
Koontz, 15. Bakari Micco, 16. Cheyenne Nunez, 17. 

Daniel Nunez Jr., 18. Brooke Osceola, 19. Delaney Osceo- 
la, 20. Yopalakio Osceola, 21 . Alexus Osceola James, 22. 
Eric Puente, 23. Lahna Sedatol, 24. Lanie Sedatol, 25. 
Kamani Smith, 26. Hunter Strickland, 27. Layne Thomas, 
28. Layton Thomas, 29. Aiyana Tommie, 30. Tavis Jumper 
Three or less days absent: 1 . Jahbahn Arnold, 2. Billy 
Bailey, 3. Ridge Bailey, 4. Alyke Baker, 5. Ivess Baker, 6. 
Kassandra Baker, 7. Kiylier Baker, 8. Lois Billie, 9. Ruben 
Burgess, 10. Krysta Burton, 11. Deliah Carrillo, 12. Alexis 
Gore, 13. Aniya Gore, 14. Hunter Howard, 1 5. Aliana 
Micco, 16. Mason Micco, 1 7. Apolonia Nunez, 18. Imil- 
lakiyo Osceola, 19. Jessi Osceola, 20. Rubie Osceola, 21. 
Rylee Osceola, 22. Crysten Smith, 23. J.T. Smith, 24. 

Julia Smith, 25. Desiree Snow, 26. Camryn Thomas, 27. 
Conner Thomas, 28. Mallorie Thomas, 29. Cody Tiger, 30. 
Joshua Tiger, 31 . Quinnton Tiger, 32. Aidan Tommie, 33. 
Rosa Urbina, 34. Acealyn Youngblood. 

Straight A’s All Year: 1 . Nailen Billie, 2. Bly Davidson, 
3. Destiny Nunez, 4. Daniel Nunez Jr., 5. Kano Puente, 6. 
Aiyana Tommie. 

Kindergarten: 1 . Jahbahn Arnold, 2. 2. Billy Bailey, 3. 
Marcie Osceola, 4. Jaylen Baker, 5. Laila Bennett, 6.0zzy 
Osceola, 7. Waylynn Bennett, 8. Bevyn Billie, 9. Rubie 
Osceola, 10. Myron Billie, 11. Redheart Billie, 12. Jason 
Sampson, 13. Santiago Billie, 14. Dalence Carrillo, 15. 
Tanner Shore, 16. Nyah Davidson, 17. Keira French, 18. 
Julia Smith, 19. Edward Gaucin, 20. Alexis Gore, 21. 
Kamani Smith, 22. Aniya Gore, 23. Hunter Howard, 24. 

Kai Osceola, 25. Malcolm Jones, 26. Jacee Jumper, 27. 
Madisyn Osceola, 28. Aliana Micco, 29. Sage Motlow, 30. 
Caillou Smith, 31. Janessa Nunez, 32. Lauren O’Donnell, 
33. Dante Thomas, 34. Mallorie Thomas, 35. Aleah Turtle, 
36. Araya Youngblood, 37. Isaiah Bishop, Jayton Baker, 
Todd Pierce. 

First Grade: 1 . Blake Baker, 2. Luzana Venzor, 3. 
Aleina Micco, 4. Keely Billie, 5. J-Wayco Billie, 6. Alyke 
Baker, 7. Jarrett Bert, 8. Nailen Billie, 9. Ridge Baily, 10. 
Alicia Fudge, 11. Lance Howard, 12. Drake Lawrence, 13. 
Krysta Burton, 14. Hunter O’Donnell, 15. Tavis Jumper, 

16. Kano Puente, 17. Gage Riddle, 18. Conner Thomas, 

19. Aidan Tommie, 20. Joseph Toneges, 21 . Oscar Yates. 

Second Grade: 1 . Ivess Baker, 2. Edgerrin Billie, 3. 
Elijah Billie, 4. Brian Bishop, 5. Jonathan Buck, 6. Chloe 
Chalfant, 7. Bly Davidson, 8. Marquis Fudge, 9. Reed 
Gopher, 10. Jaylynn Jones, 11. Rodolpho Juarez IV, 12. 
Morgan King, 13. Bakari Micco, 14. Mason Micco, 15. 
Logan Ortiz, 1 6. Isaac Osceola, 1 7. Joseph Osceola, 1 8. 


Cyrus Smedley, 19. Janessa Smith, 20. Rylee Smith, 21. 
Hunter Strickland, 22. Camryn Thomas, 23. Layne 
Thomas, 24. Billy Yates, 25. Aiyana Tommie. 

Third Grade: 1 . Jermaine Bennett, 2. Bethany Billie, 

3. Drayton Billie, 4. Ruben Burgess, 5. Deliah Carrillo, 6. 
Robert Fudge, 7. Erik Garcia, 8. Odessa King, 9. Joshua 
Madrigal, 10. Apolonia Nunez, 11. Rylee Osceola, 12. 
Samuel Osceola, 13. Alexus Osceola-James, 14. Eric 
Puente, 15. Sean Osceola, 16. Lanie Sedatol, 17. Dia- 
mond Shore, 18. Kelton Smedley, 19. Crysten Smith, 20. 
Jerry Smith, 21 . River Osceola. 

Fourth Grade: 1 . Tyra Baker, 2. Lizzie Buck, 3. Allison 
Gopher, 4. Michael Garcia, 5. Chasity Harmon, 6. Ashlee 
Gopher, 7. Harley Johns, 8. Elizabeth Johns, 9. Kalgary 
Johns-Motlow, 10. Jobe Johns, 11. Brydgett Koontz, 12. 
Rumor Juarez, 13. Cheyenne Nunez, 14. C.W. Ortiz, 15. 
Donovan Osceola, 16. Imillakiyo Osceola, 17. Royce 
Osceola, 18. Yopalakiyo Osceola, 19. Trista Osceola, 20. 
Lahna Sedatol, 21 . Jayce Smith, 22. Rayven Smith, 23. 
Richard Smith. 

Fifth Grade: 1 . Justice Baker, 2. Ashton Beer, 3. Bre- 
anna Billie, 4. Korvette Billie, 5. Joshua Boromei, 6. Laris- 
sa Cortez, 7. Toby Gopher, 8. Lewis Gopher Jr., 9. Anthony 
Johns, 10. Deveon Jones, 11. Braceton King, 12. Airianna 
Nunez, 13. Daniel Nunez Jr., 14. Deandre Osceola, 15. 
Delaney Osceola, 16. Tyler Osceola, 17. Myrick Puente, 
18. Dezmon Shore, 19. J.T. Smith, 20. Layton Thomas, 

21. Jennifer Tommie, 22. Cameron Youngblood, Brooke 
Osceola. 

Sixth Grade: 1 . Kiylier Baker, 2. Skyler Burke, 3. 
Kirsten Doney, 4. Frank Huff, 5. Brianna Nunez, 6. Jaide 
Micco, 7. Jessi Osceola, 8. Raina Robinson, 9. Randy 
Shore, 1 0. Joseph Snow, 1 1 . Joshua Tiger, 1 2. Acealyn 
Youngblood, 13. Everett Youngblood. 

Seventh Grade: 1 . Jaryaca Baker, 2. Kassandra 
Baker, 3. Garrett Huston-Thomas, 4. Amelia Nunez, 5. 
Destiny Nunez, 6. Minnie Osceola, 7. Trent Osceola, 8. 
Austin Sampson, 9. Janet Smith, 10. Desiree Snow, 1 1 . 
Cody Tiger, 12. Rosa Urbina, Quinnton Tiger. 

Eighth Grade: 1 . Lois Billie, 2. Stevie Brantley, 3. 
Margie Dorgan. 

Ninth Grade: 1 . Ty Huff, 2. Farrah Lytle, 3. Alicia 
Nunez, 4. Ceejae Smith. 

Tenth Grade: 1 . Jewel Buck, 2. Duelle Gore, 3. Cordy 
Jumper, 4. Ryan Osceola. 

Eleventh Grade: 1 . Damen Bert, 2. Allyson Billie, 
Emily Cortez, Amber Craig, Tallbird Pewo. 

Higher Education Awards: 1 . Howard Madrigal (BA) 

2. Jarrid Smith (GPA). 

High School Grads: 1 . Brittany Smith, 2. Clint Bow- 
ers, 3. Heather Peterson, 4. Mary Huff, 5. Shelby Huff, 6. 
Lindsay Sauls. 


Chris Jenkins 

Brighton’s kindergarten through third grade 2007-2008 Incentive Awards winners at the Hawaiian-themed ceremony. 


Incentive Awards Distributed in Brighton 



Staff Reporter 


made education a high priority. the Tribe, also offered some inspira- 
“Brighton always pushes their tional words to those in attendance, 
kids to go to school,” President “When we want our children to 
BRIGHTON — Brighton’s Bowers said. “I want to congratulate make choices in life they are going 
Incentive Awards recipients and all the parents.” to follow our lead as parents,” Rush 

“Education is probably the said. “What lingers on at home 


their families attended a Hawaiian- 
themed awards ceremony, held in most important thing you could lingers into school and other areas.” 
the gym on Aug. 14. have,” he added. “We are the smallest population 

With more than 10 categories Rep. Jones agreed, adding, “We in the whole world and it is up to us 
recognized, Tribal youth and adults want everyone to get an education; whether or not we are going to do 
received honors for their scholastic that is why we have these awards.” away with such a rich culture,” he 

accomplishments. Special guest speaker Chance added. 

Tribal Council and Board rep- Rush (Hidatsa/Dakota/Arapahoe) of There was also a special recog- 
resentatives, including Brighton Shawnee, Okla., a known friend of nition award made in the memory of 
— " ~ " Brighton Tribal 


Tribal Council 
Rep. Roger 

Smith, Brighton 
Board Rep. 
Johnnie Jones 
and President 
Richard Bowers 
Jr., also attended 
the ceremony. 

With a 70 
percent eligibili- 
ty rate among all 
the Brighton stu- 
dents to receive 
awards this year, 
President Bow- 
ers said the 
community 


Incentive Award winners from the fifth grade display their certificates. 


citizen and second 
grader J-Wayco 
Billie, who passed 
away in June. 

In addition to 
all the other fes- 
tivities, attendees 
also took part in a 
best dressed con- 
test, in keeping 
with the Hawaiian 
theme. Krysta 
Burton, Brydgett 
Koontz, Kirsten 
Doney, Amber 
Craig and Suriyah 
Smith won. 


Immokalee’s 2007-2008 Incentive Award Recipients 


Perfect Attendance: Alphonso 
Alvarado Jr., Bonnie Davis, Nikki 
Davis, Chelsey Ford, Larissa 
DeLaRosa 

Straight “A” Honor Roll: Alexis 
Aguilar, Demi Garza, Joshua Colon, 
Larissa DeLaRosa 

3.75 GPA: Cartaya Billie, Lindsey 
Posada; 3.5 GPA: Charlie Osceola, 
Christian Benson, Cleofas Yzaguirre; 
3.25 GPA: Jack Aguilar, Jillian 
Rodriguez, Kyle Alvarado, Lauren 
Posada, Miah Davis, Nehemiah 
Roberts, Chelsey Ford, Gregorio 
Reynosa, Haylie Holloway, Keniya 
Yzaguirre; 3.0 GPA: Aaliyah Mora, Aly- 
cia Mora, Amber Alvarado, Billie Walk- 
er Jr., Bonnie Davis, Cassandra Jim- 
mie, Cheyenne Mclnturff, Gherri 


Osceola, Jon Davis, K. J. Davis, Neo 
Motlow, Priscilla Alvarado, Ashley Faz, 
Celia Reynosa, Nicholas Correa, Paul 
Tahchawwickah, Shyanna Escobar 
2.75 GPA: Alexander Garcia III, 
Alexis Jimmie, Alphonso Alvarado Jr., 
Chelsea Storm, Dennis Gonzales Jr., 
Ezekiel Roberts, Jon Jimmie, Kenny 
Joe Davis Jr., Starz Sanchez; 2.5 
GPA: Crystal Garcia, Geneva Garcia, 
Jade Tapia; 2.0 GPA: Cameron Garza, 
Chad Motlow, Damian Garza, Desti- 
nee' Jimmie, Nikki Davis 

Best Effort: Aaron Alvarado, 
Aiyana Gonzalez, Antonio Hernandez, 
Brandon Frank, Brittany Yzaguirre, 
Christopher Briscall, Cody Motlow, 
Corey Garcia, Cuauhtemo Hernandez, 
David Billie III, Deidra Hall, Edward 


Yzaguirre, Eliza Mora, Ellyse Frank, 
Erica Mata, Esmeralda Billie, Esyra 
Frank, Ethan Aguilar, Hortencia Yza- 
guirre, Janessa Jones, Joelli Frank, 
Jonathan Rodriguez, Jordan 
Rodriguez, Joseph Rodriguez, Juliza 
Martinez, Le’andra Mora, Leonardo 
Yzaguirre, Makayla Gonzalez, Marissa 
Sanchez, Mauro Perez Jr., Michael 
Shaffer II., Rafael Sanchez Jr., Randee 
Osceola, Raymond Mora, Robert Yza- 
guirre, Salena Perez, Solita Perez, 
Spencer Jock, Vanessa Billie, Zepha- 
niah Roberts, Allyson Yzaguirre, 
Camisha Cedartree, Chelsey Alvarado, 
Damian Escobar, Edward Aguilar Jr., 
Issiah Alvarado, Jack Tahchawwickah, 
Jonah Alvarado, Kenau Correa 
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Sports 



Rodeo 2C 

Fishing 3C 

Golf 6C 



Judy Weeks 

Naha Jumper ties his steer’s legs after roping it to the ground in the fastest time for a first place win in the Big Cypress Calf Roping event. 


Eastern Indian Rodeo Competitions Abound 

Dual Competitions Take Place in Brighton, Big Cypress 


Tribe Hosts 
NAYO Softball, 
Baseball Games 

BY FELIX DOBOSZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Hollywood 
Recreation Dept, hosted the Native Ameri- 
can Youth Organization’s (NAYO) two-day 
baseball and fast pitch softball sports 
extravaganza on July 18-19. 

A total of 3 1 teams of Tribal young- 
sters, along with their coaches and family 
members, traveled from throughout the 
southeastern U.S. — with Iroquois Tribal 
representatives coming all the way from 
Upstate New York — to compete in this 
year’s NAYO games. 

To accommodate all the games in only 
two days, teams played games at three dif- 
ferent local venues, the Seminole Field, 
Driftwood Field and Hollywood Christian 
Field. 

Tribal citizen from the Hollywood 
community, Kristen Billie, 15, daughter of 
Esther Gopher, played for the Brighton 
Seminole Girls 17 & Under fast pitch soft- 
ball team as their pitcher and shortstop. 

Gopher said she was proud after 
watching her daughter compete against the 
visiting teams and even prouder that her 
team came in first place. The Brighton 
Seminole Girls 17 & Under team stayed 
undefeated in the competition, beating out 
their five opposing teams. 

Three times a week, this dedicated 
mom would drive her daughter from Holly- 
wood to Brighton so she could practice, 
also offering her time as a team volunteer. 
Billie and her teammates practiced for sev- 
eral hours at each practice, even during 
Florida’s hot summer weather. 

“All those practices finally paid off in a 
big win,” Gopher said. 





Felix DoBosz 

Brighton pitcher Delaney Osceola winds up. 


Results of 2008 NAYO Games 

Boys: 12 & Under: 1 . Choctaw, 2. Poarch 
Creek, 3. Red Hawks (Choctaw); 15 & Under: 

1 . Hurricanes (Choctaw), 2. Sooners 
(Choctaw), 3. Poarch Creek; 17 & under: 1. 
Poarch, 2. Cherokee. 

Girls: Girl’s 12 & Under: 1 . Brighton Semi- 
noles, 2. Lil Creeks (Porach), 3. Lil Divas 
(Choctaw); Girl’s 15 & Under: 1 . X-Treme 
(Choctaw), 2. Divas (Choctaw), 3. Lighting 
(Seneca); Girl’s 17 & Under: 1. Brighton Semi- 
noles, 2. Lady Warriors (Choctaw), 3. Southern 
Fire (Choctaw). 


B Y JUDY W EE KS 
Freelance Reporter 

July was a busy month for the Eastern 
Indian Rodeo Association (EIRA) mem- 
bers, who competed two weekends in a 
row. 

On July 12, the participants took part 
in the Josiah Johns Memorial Rodeo at the 
Fred Smith Arena in Brighton and then 
competed in a second rodeo in Big 
Cypress on July 19. 

As a tribute to Josiah Johns, one of the 
founders of the EIRA, and a prominent 
Seminole cattleman, first place winners in 
each event received buckles. There was a 
slight variation in competitors between 


productions. But the events remained the 
same. 

The junior rodeos took place at 5 p.m., 
beginning with the Mutton Bustin’ event. 
Echo Billie and Norman Osceola took the 
first two winning slots, with Nicholas 
Andrews coming up fourth in an impres- 
sive line-up that included 14 riders work- 
ing hard to stay on the backs of their sheep 
at Brighton. 

Creek Gopher, the son of champion 
bull rider Justin Gopher, made his debut 
with a fifth place win, beginning the long 
climb up the ladder to follow in his father’s 
footsteps. Nicholas Andrews moved into 
first place in BC with Madison Osceola, 
Ozzy Osceola and Creek Gopher hot on 


his heels. 

Andre Jumper traded in his fourth 
place win at Brighton in the Pony Riding, 
where Austin Holmes came in first, for the 
top position at BC. Meanwhile, Kelton 
Smedley held a consistent third place two 
weeks in a row. 

Calf Riders Mark Holmes and Kal- 
gary Johns battled it out at BC, claiming 
the two top scores, respectively. Kalgary 
had held her second place from the previ- 
ous lineup, but Mark Holmes had managed 
to push his way from third to first place, 
previously held by Kirkland Boney. 

There was a great deal of action in the 

Please see EIRA * Page 2C 


Final Leg of Take A Kid Fishing’ Tournament Concludes 

BY CHRIS JENKINS With participants coming from 

Staff Reporter other reservations, including Brighton 

and Hollywood, Recreation Dept. 

BIG CYPRESS — On Aug. 7 Director Moses “Bigg” Jumper Jr. said 
Tribal and community members came he was pleased with the participation at 
together for the third and final leg of each leg of the first-year tournament, 
the Take a Kid Fishing tournament. “We have had a good crowd every 

The tournament’s overall winner, time,” Jumper said. “I think it turned 
Blevyns Jumper, received the grand out great; these guys got an opportuni- 
prize, a trip to Walt Disney World in ty to give back a little.” 

Orlando. He has participated in all “Hopefully,- we are on our way to 
three stages of the tournament and said turning these kids into future fisher- 
he has been fishing for three years. man,” he added. 

“I wanted to win the whole thing Tribal citizen and longtime fisher- 
and get a lot of the [gift] cards,” man Lenny Jim participated in the final 
Jumper said in reference to the prizes stage of the tournament. He said he has 
from Outdoor World for the winners. learned a lot throughout the years he 
has participated in the sport. 

“Fishing has actually taught 
me,” Jim said. “Growing up on 
the reservation it was one of the 
only things you could do, you 
could eat what you brought 
home also.” 

Jim says the garfish is still 
the most traditional and com- 
mon catch for him and has been 
a staple of Seminole cuisine for 
centuries. 

Gift cards were given to 
everyone from the retail sport- 
ing goods chain Outdoor World. 

The winners from Leg 3 of 
the tournament were: 1 . Barney 
Tiger, 7 pounds, 19 ounces, 2. 

Hunter Billie, 6 pounds, 69 
ounces, 3. Kenny Deeschine, 5 
pounds, 53 ounces, 4. Josh 
Chris c. Jenkins Blevins, 3 pounds, 46 ounces, 5. 

Blevyns Juniper Anthony Cypress, 2 pounds, 65 (L-R) Dad Mitch Osceola baits his hook while son, Conchade, watches how its done. 

ounces. 





(L-R) Virginia Billie and Ray Garza Jr. size up the 
direction between the ball and the hole. 

‘Honor the Warrior 
Osceola’ Golf 
Shootout Held 

BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

LEHIGH ACRES, Fla. — Two-man 
golf teams converged upon the Copperhead 
Golf & Country Club on July 19 for the 
Honor the Warrior Osceola Golf Shootout. 

The popular event drew players from 
Immokalee, Big Cypress, Brighton, Holly- 
wood, Trail and the Miccosukee Tribe. At 
least one Tribal citizen was required to 
complete each team with both players wear- 
ing either a Seminole shirt or vest. Their 
colorful attire attracted a lot of attention 
from the non-tournament players and creat- 
ed numerous inquiries about the historical 
aspects of the event. 

The shotgun start took place at 8:30 
a.m. with a series of special guidelines in 
the initial format. 

Please see OSCEOLA Page 6C 



Immokalee Board Liaison Delores Jumper, wear- 
ing her Edna Cypress Memorial T-shirt, racks up 
the balls for her next game of pool. 

Pool Players 
Compete in 
Tourney 

BY JUDY WEE KS 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — The 12th Annual 
Edna Cypress Memorial Pool Tournament 
took place on June 21, at the Immokalee 
Seminole Ranch Pool Hall. 

Immokalee Board of Directors Liaison 
Delores Jumper hosted the event. 

“Edna Cypress and I were close com- 
panions for many years,” Jumper said. “We 
worked, played and raised our children 
together. When times got tough, we would 
just pick up the pieces, put our heads 
together and move forward. We were 
always there for each other and I miss her 
very much.” 

Big Cypress Council Rep. David 
Cypress, Edna’s brother, remembered his 
sister at the tournament. 

“My sister Edna lived life to the 
fullest,” Cypress said. “She was always full 
of laughter and looked for the best side in 
everyone. As secretary at the Ahfachkee 
School, she invested years in helping to 
educate the children of Big Cypress while 
raising her own family.” 

This year’s tournament included men 
and women’s categories in both 8- and 9- 
Ball competitions with cash and trophies 
awarded through five places. Participants 
received T-shirts commemorating the annu- 
al occasion. 
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Rudy Osceola, and his heeling horse, Smoke, assume the “go” position as he awaits the header’s nod to release the steer. 


Seminole Ranch Hosts Round Robin 



BY JUDY WEEKS After completing the second round, the remaining 

Freelance Reporter teams requested a change of venue to a Fast Back Chal- 

lenge. Quickly tabulating the existing scores, the fastest 
IMMOKALEE — The Immokalee Seminole teams returned to the arena and in less than 1 5 minutes 
Ranch hosted a Three Head Round Robin/Progressive the five place w inne rs were determined. 

AfterOne Roping on June 28. Heavily tooled Running P Trophy saddles were 


The event was 
sponsored by the Big 
Cypress Board. 

Beginning at 4 
p.m., the extreme 
heat and high humid- 
ity took their toll on 
horses and riders. 
But a 45 minute rain 
delay halfway 
through the first 
round created a con- 
siderable drop in 
temperature to 
everyone’s benefit. 
The 22 headers and 
17 heelers then 
picked up the com- 
petition where they 
left off. 


Judy Weeks 

Heeler Omar Aride (L) and Header Alexi Fernandez (R) receive their 
first place saddles from Assistant Director of the Immokalee Seminole 
Ranch Gabriel Acosta (C). 


awarded to the first 
place winners, Alexi 
Fernandez and Omar 
Aride. Header Robert 
Castillo and Heeler 
Kiki Guvert received 
the second place tro- 
phy breast collars. 
Roping canisters went 
to third placers, Mar- 
lin Fernandez and 
Kiki Guvert. Fourth 
and fifth place went to 
the following teams, 
respectively: Justin 
Hawkins/R.T. Har- 
rington and Alexi 
Benetz/Eddie Tejeda 
Jr. 



SERVICE DEPT. SPECIAL 
FREE PICKUP A DELIVERY TO SEMINOLE 
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receiving scores that are comparable to many of the 
adult riders. 

There were changes in position across the entire 
board, but Ahnie Jumper in the 4-8-year-olds and Janae 


stands as well as the arena when the steers exited the Braswell in the 13- 18-year-old division held onto first 
chutes, twisting and jumping. The crowd held their place. 


breath several times while the young athletes were 
thrown to the ground under the feet of the livestock. 


Junior Breakaway sets the stage for future Team 
Ropers and the main eight participants have flip- 


Holding on to their first and third places twice in a flopped back and forth all over the score board since the 
row, Kelton Smedley and Andre Jumper racked up the beginning of the season. At the onset, the calves won, 


points toward the end of 
the season. Rylee Holmes 
saw an opening for second 
in BC, left by Dalton 
Koenes, and quickly 
moved up from fourth at 
Brighton. 

It was a similar story 
in the Junior Bulls. 
William Bearden held 
onto second while Billy 
Foley jumped from fourth 
to first beating out Ethan 
Gopher. They’ve made a 
lot of progress since their 
mutton bustin’ days and it 
won’t be long before they 
join their mentors in the 
sanctioned events. 

Junior EIRA has three 
separate divisions for Bar- 
rel Racing and had a fan- 
tastic turnout of contest- 
ants during both. More 
than 30 youngsters fre- 
quently participate and 
have gained remarkable 
horsemanship skills 


Freddy WarBonnet placed first at both the Brighton and 
Big Cypress Saddle Bronc competitions. 


but by the time they reached 
Brighton and BC the youngsters 
were catching more than 60 per- 
cent and bringing in some beau- 
tiful scores. Many adults wish 
for catches like Kelton Smed- 
ley’s 3.8 seconds and Kalgary 
Johns’ flat 4. 

Chris Smith, William Bear- 
den and Andrew Holmes risked 
life and limb to compete in both 
the Junior Bulls and Junior 
Bareback Riding. They have 
some wonderful athletes to look 
up to in Freddy WarBonnet and 
Adam Turtle, who pulled top 
scores on some of Five Star’s 
meanest broncs. 

Tyler Humble and Ivan 
Bruised Head remained in first 
and second, respectively, two 
weeks in a row in the Saddle 
Broncs. In addition, Gregg 
Lewis and Ed Holyan; Preston 
Williams and Naha Jumper 
stood out in the Steer Wrestling 
and Calf Roping competitions. 



Josh Garza pulls the sled with his truck while the weight gradually increases. 

Engines Roar at Fred Smith Arena for 
South Florida Truck Pull Competition 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

B RIGHTON — Enthusiasts of mechanical inge- 
nuity and power attended the South Florida Truck Pull, 
held the evening of Aug. 9 at the Fred Smith Rodeo 
Arena. 

The event drew contestants from a wide range of 
ages and professions. They all put long hours into 
building and maintaining their extraordinary equip- 
ment, and showed up ready to compete. 

“I have always appreciated a good truck that had 
the stamina to do its job in the pasture, on the highway 
or down in the mud,” said Tribal citizen Marty Johns, 
who began competing two years ago. “In my line of 
work, it takes a truck with guts to pull the kind of loads 
I haul.” 

Following the initial weigh-in, contestants were 
divided into categories so each entrant had a fair oppor- 
tunity to compete against their peers. While some pre- 
ferred to run street-ready, small and big block stock 
engines, others made a series of modifications. 

Such modifications can mean a difference in tires, 
small frame adjustments, transmission, rear end and 
engine enhancement to end up with a completely cus- 
tom built vehicle worth in excess of $100,000. The 
diesel class included stock and outlaw, which 
can mean more turbo and different injectors. 

In many instances, the only thing resem- 
bling the original vehicle was the body that 
had been set down like a cover on the totally 
custom machine. Some vehicles had frames 
so high the drivers needed three steps to 
climb into the cab. 

No particular make or model took prece- 
dence with the contestants at the event, 
which featured a broad spectrum of the truck 
industry’s finest on the competition floor. 

“Many of these people have been build- 
ing and racing trucks for over 25 years,” said 
Raymond Garza. “If you look at the work 
that has gone into some of these trucks, you 
will know what I mean when I say that they 
go by the framing theory that lengthen, 
stretch and strengthen enhances the pulling 
power. 

“When it comes to engine modification, 
they pull out all the stops,” he added. 

During competition, entrants must pull a 
large sled that has a 28,000 pound weight 
adjustment to accommodate each class. As 
the trucks take their turns, they hook up to 
the sled and drag it down the arena floor as 
the weight gradually increases until their 
vehicles can’t go any further. 

As Daylon Youngblood lined his stock, 
one ton, diesel Dodge in front of the sled, his 
father detailed his qualifications. 

“Daylon has some experience in mud 
racing, but this will be his first time at a truck 
pull tonight and we are both looking forward 
to it,” dad, Kelly Youngblood, said. 

These machines have so much power 
spectators can feel a vibration in their ear 


drums and bodies as the strain of the engines creates a 
vibration picked up by the aluminum bleachers and the 
arena floor. 

During the course of the event competitors experi- 
ence busted drive shafts, fried rear ends, smoking trans- 
missions and overheated engines. However, the compe- 
tition remains friendly. Drivers cheered for each other 
and came running to the rescue of their fellow competi- 
tors whenever the need arose. 

Josh Garza from Immokalee had a tough break 
when he dumped a drive shaft, but it didn’t keep him 
from taking third place in his small, block-modified 
Chevy. Clint Bowers’ tall blue Dodge experienced sim- 
ilar difficulty with its rear end pulling power. 

Fortunately, these things are only minor setbacks 
and both men will be back in the running by the next 
competition. 

Justin Gopher said his competitive spirit doesn’t 
end when he leaves the rodeo arena. He is equally at 
home in his F-550 Diesel flat bed. He placed in front of 
Vernon Baker’s black Ford by only 12 feet in their final 
heat following full pulls in the qualifying round. 

Raymond Garza’s big brown work-in-progress 
barely squeaked past Marty Johns’ silver Chevy for a 
second place finish in the Big Block Super Modified 
class to round out the competition. 
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Chris C. 

(L-R) First place winner Blevyns Juniper, Josh Santiago and Josh Jumper all take their turns pulling in the big catch. 


Leg Two of Fishing Tourney Draws Participants 


BY CHRjS C. JENKINS 

Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Fishing enthusiasts including 
Josh Jumper and Amos Tiger did just as the name 
implies — they went fishing with a child — during Leg 
2 of the annual Take a Kid Fishing tournament, held 
July 10. 

“The sport of fishing has become so big that we 
want to continue to preserve that so [the youth] can do 
it for years to come,” Jumper said. 

He participated in the tournament with youngsters 
Josh Santiago and Blevyns Jumper, who took top hon- 
ors in Leg 2 of the tournament with a 7 
pound, 5 ounce catch. 

“What I would like to see more of is 
guys with boats come out and take these 
kids fishing,” Jumper added. 

Tiger said he enjoyed the tournament 
because he likes to catch saltwater fish in 
the BC area. He competed with his partner, 

Wyatt Amos Hines, in Leg 2. 

“This is good for the kids because it 
shows that they like to fish as well,” Tiger 
said. “[Wyatt] loves to fish so I thought it 
would be a good idea for him.” 

“Whether you win or lose, it is good to 
he out for a good day of fishing,” he added. 

The day’s activities started just as they 
did in Leg 1 with some good eats. The BC 
Recreation Dept, treated the participants to 
lunch at the Swamp Water Cafe. Tourna- 
ment play began afterwards. 

Hollywood Recreation Dept. Coordina- 
tor Steve Young said the three-part series 


continues to be a hit with more interest shown at each 
stage. 

“We do the series so we can get different folks to 
show up,” Young said. 

Like Leg 1, winners received gift certificates to the 
retail sporting goods chain Outdoor World. Overall 
winners will receive a trip to Walt Disney World in 
Orlando at the tournament’s conclusion. 

Leg 2 youth division tournament winners were: 1. 
Blevyns Jumper, 7 pounds, 5 ounces, 2. Alycia Cypress, 
6 pounds, 4 ounces, 3. Tyler Cypress, 2 pounds, 9 
ounces, 4. Jake Cotton, 2 pounds, 2 ounces, 5. Ryan 
Cypress, 1 pound, 6 ounces. 



Chris C. 

Participants in Leg 2 of the Take A Kid Fishing Tournament. 


My Granddaughter 

BY PA UL “COWBONE” BUSTER 
Contributing Writer 

I am very proud of my granddaughter, Kirstin Met- 
calf. She will be 8 -years-old in September. I love her 
very much! I call her “Taykooche,” which means “little 
girl.” 

This summer she has been very busy helping her 
mom with chores in and around the house. She also 
helps her mom by taking care of her baby sister. Babies 
are a big responsibility and her mom needs help; 
Taykooche is always willing to help. 

Aside from all the chores at home, Taykooche and 
her dad, Jesse, find time to do some fishing. They pack 
up all the necessities in his big truck and embark on 
their journey for the day, sometimes for the weekend. 

Taykooche is very good at landing a big bass. She 
cleans the fish and provides food for the family. 
Taykooche is learning the basics of life: fishing, hunt- 
ing, helping at home, helping with her grandparents, 
and, most importantly, going to church, learning about 
God and reading her Bible. 

Taykooche does not limit herself to freshwater 
fishing. She and her dad go deep sea fishing every now 
and then. Her dad has a big boat that is made for the 
ocean waters. They go fishing for tuna or dolphin, and 
sometimes a shark may linger around her bait, but she 
doesn’t mind. 

Recently she caught a dolphin almost as big as she 
is. She was very proud. 

I love my grandbabies and I also know that you 
love yours too. Let’s take care of them, love them and 
teach them about what is good in life — it will make a 
difference. Let’s catch a big one! 


Catches A Big One 



Photo Submitted by Paul “Cowbone” Buster 


(L-R) Kirstin Metcalf and dad, Jesse, show off the dolphin 
the two caught on one of their fishing trips. 




Photo Submitted by Paul “Cowbone” Buster 

Kirstin Metcalf holds one of her prized catches. 


Photo Submitted by Paul “Cowbone” Buster 

Paul “Cowbone” Buster 
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BASKETBALL 

Youth Attend Take it to the Hoop’ Camp 


BY CHRIS JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Community youth and teens, 
ages 6-17, had an opportunity to improve their basket- 
ball ability, shooting skills and enhance game aware- 
ness on July 9-11. 

Both novice players and those with more experi- 
ence attended the Take it to the Hoop Basketball Camp, 
held at the BC Gym. The Big Cypress Recreation Dept, 
sponsored the event and Tom Kane, president of Win- 
ning Ways Basketball in Orlando, directed it. 

“Depending on the age group we can tailor the 
camp to the group,” Kane said. “We just want to give 
kids a good experience.” 

“My goal is always two fold: learn something and 
execute and have fun,” he continued. “These things will 
hopefully peak their interest to learn more.” 

Kane said he has trained everyone from 4-year- 
olds to college players, assisting at the University of 
Tampa, and even with the professional Orlando Magic 
team. 

About 13 youngsters attended the morning and 
afternoon camp sessions. Kane, however, said the rela- 
tively small group helps the students learn best because 



Chris Jenkins 


Gianna Wargolet goes to the hoop during the lay-up drills. 



Instructors (L-R, Top Row) Zoran Viskovic and Tom Kane 
give the students instruction before they begin an exercise. 


he can give each person more individual attention, say- 
ing “too much coaching and not a lot of teaching” can 
plague the young players. 

“I would, a lot of times, rather have a small group 
that wants to learn than a large group,” he explained. 

Tribal citizen and participant Karlito Wargolet said 
the camp helped him better learn the game as well as 
gain more experience on the court. 

“It was a good opportunity to try to get better,” 
Wargolet said. “I wanted to work on how to get more 
explosive and have a quicker first step.” 

The variety-based camp aims to better players in 
several areas including: proper mechanics, setup and 
delivery, three-point setup, shooting off the pass, 
rebounding, proper floor spacing, foul shooting 
mechanics, proper footwork, shooting off the dribble 
and mental aspects of the game, to name a few. 

Director of Player Training and Development for 
Winning Ways Basketball, and former University of 
Valparaiso college standout, Zoran Viskovic, said he 
has noticed a negative and reoccurring trend among 
players, even those at the professional level. Funda- 
mentals and work ethic issues continue to slow even the 
best efforts made by both U.S. and international teams, 
he said. 

The 6’ 10” Croatia-native played center overseas 
for several teams in France, China and Germany 
throughout the years, but is best known in the U.S. for 
his All-Conference honors at Valparaiso, where he led 
the team and conference in blocked shots. He is also 
known for his team’s three NCAA Tournament March 
Madness appearances in the late 1990s. 

“Basketball is a game of details,” Viskovic said. 
“You can never get enough fundamental work and prac- 
tice.” 

“Our area is to really focus on their skill develop- 
ment,” he added. 

For more information about Winning Ways Basket- 
ball camps, call (239)357-3020 or e-mail 
tom@winway sine . com. 


| POOL 



Betty Osceola concentrates on her next move. 


Juanita Billie Honored at Annual Tourney 


BY CHRIS JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The 7th annual Juanita Billie 
Memorial Pool Tournament paid homage to Billie, a 
Tribal pioneer who is credited for her work as an organ- 
izer, negotiator, writer, interpreter and senior leader. 

In years past, both Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. 
David Cypress and Chairman Mitchell Cypress have 
credited Billie for her tireless work in helping form the 
Tribe and its constitution as well as obtaining federal 
recognition “without any personal fanfare,” according 
to the Chairman. 

In the double elimination tournament, held at the 
Senior Center on July 24, the Big Cypress community 
seniors played in 8-ball and scotch doubles games. 

Billie’s sons, Ruben and Edmond, said the annual 
gathering is a way to both credit and remember their 
mother, as well as the values she taught them. 

“It is a way of honoring her because she was 
always in the background,” Ruben Billie said. “She 
taught us the values of being a Native American and 
showed respect for everyone else.” 

He added that she was an avid lover of pool, even 
though early in her life she was not allowed to play in 
many billiards establishments since she was a Native 
American woman. Ruben also recalled his mother’s 
good sense of humor and her accomplishments, includ- 
ing being one of the first Seminoles to attend high 
school and how she spoke three languages, English, 
Creek and Mikasuki. 

BC Senior Center Site Manager Cecilia Guzman 
has been involved with the event since its inception and 
said it is still nice to be a part of the tournament. 

“It was a pleasure to see everyone there,” Guzman 
said. “It is pleasing to me to still see people come out 
and support her and her memory.” 



Pool Tournament Results 

Senior Men, Ages 55-59: 1. Edmond Billie, 2. Ruben 
Billie, 3. Joe Osceola; Ages 60 and Older: 1 . Joe Junior 
Billie, 2. Paul Bowers Sr., 3. Russell Osceola 

Senior Women, Ages 55 and Older: 1 . Juanita Osceola, 
2. Louise Osceola, 3. Louise Billie 

Scotch Doubles: 1 . Annie Jumper/Joe Billie, 2. Juanita 
Osceola/Russell Osceola, 3. Esther Buster/Rudy 
Osceola 
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GOLF 


* Osceola 

Continued from page 1C 

It was play your own ball for the best score on 
holes 10-18, and a two person scramble on holes 1-9. 
The 10th hole could be played with irons only, but if a 
player hit their ball into a designated circle, they got to 
take a free shot. No putters were allowed on the 18th 
hole and there was no pin to guide the participants 
when they played the fifth hole. 

To further complicate matters, several contests 
overlapped the tournament play. It was time to break 
out the measuring tape on the four Par 3 holes, where 
the top three players landing closest to the pin received 
a prize on each hole. The person with the longest drive 
on hole 8 in all divisions was awarded. During the 
break, between the front and back nine holes, a sand 
trap and putting contest took place at the rear of the 
clubhouse. 

It was extremely hot with temperatures topping 
100 degrees and only an occasional breeze to offer any 
relief. It takes dedicated golfers to play under these 
conditions, as Mondo Tiger pointed out. 

“Osceola would have welcomed rolling fairways 
and a golf cart when he fought his way across the wild 
Florida landscape,” Tiger said. “It was the determina- 
tion and strength of warriors like him that made it pos- 
sible for us to be here today.” 

Following the tournament, Tiger gave a brief his- 
torical tribute to Osceola. He also acknowledged the 
many other brave warriors and their families who sac- 
rificed themselves and their possessions in an effort to 
remain in their chosen homeland. 

The proposal that this become the first tournament 
in a series of three met with unanimous approval. Tiger 
stated that dates for the two future competitions would 
be announced and suggested Hollywood as one of the 
locations for play. 

Woody Doherty, golf professional for Immokalee 
Seminole Recreation, distributed awards as follows: 
Putting & Sand Shot: 1. Virginia Billie, 2. Ray Garza 



(L-R) Mondo Tiger and Jahna Smith watch the measuring 
during the Closest to the Pin competition. 


Jr., 3. Lawrence Osceola, 4. Randy Collins; Closest to 
the Pin: Hole 3: 1. Lawrence Osceola, 2. Manny Cor- 
rea, 3. Elliot Young; Hole 6: 1. John Martin, 2. Randy 
Collins, 3. Elliott Young; Hole 11: 1. Keeno King, 2. 
K.B. Campbell, 3. Jessica Young; Hole 14: 1. Keeno 
King, 2. K.B. Campbell, 3. J.R. Alvarado; Longest 
Drive: Seniors: Ricky Doctor; Ladies: Virginia Billie; 
Blue Team: Josh Garza; Black Team: Elliott Young. 

Tournament Play awards went to: 1. Lawrence 
Osceola/K.B. Campbell, 2. Abe Rockwell/Randy 
Collins, 3. Ray Garza Jr./Mike LeBlanc, 4. Mondo 
Tiger/Jahna Smith, 5. Elliott Young/Jessica Young, 6. 
Raymond Garza/Virginia Billie, 7. Ricky Doctor/John 
Martin, 8. J.R. Alvarado/Fred Wright, 9. Roy 
Poole/Leoda Poole, 10. Josh Garza/Manny Correa, 11. 
Keeno King/Gayle Ridler. 



Judy Weeks 

Winners of the Honor the Warrior Osceola Golf Tournament at Copperhead Country Club in Lehigh Acres, Fla. 


Players Compete in Four-Man Scramble 
at Annual Sonny Billie Golf Tournament 

BY FELIX DOBOSZ 
Staff Reporter 

MIAMI — Both Seminole and Miccosukee 
Tribal citizens competed in a friendly game of 18 
holes during the 5th annual Sonny Billie Memori- 
al Golf Tournament, held Aug. 8 at the Miccosukee 
Golf & Country Club. 

Ricky Doctor organized the event in honor of 
his late father, Sonny Billie, a medicine man for 
the Miccosukee Tribe, and the tournament’s name- 
sake. 

Twenty golfers showed up for the early morn- 
ing shotgun start. The five teams consisted of four 
players on each team in this four-man scramble 
competition. In the featured Best Ball Shot game, 
players hit their ball off the tee on their first drive 
down the fairway, as in a regular game. They then 
got to move their ball next to whatever teammate’s 
ball landed nearest to the hole on their first drive 
shot. 

“It makes the game a lot more fun,” said 
golfer Mitch Osceola, whose team came in second 
place. “It’s almost like getting a free shot.” 

The team of Lawrence Osceola, Sid Poole, 

Terry Willie and Cicero Osceola placed first with a 
team score of 338. Each person received a brand 
new golf driver. 

“I want to thank the Seminole Tribe of Flori- 
da for sponsoring this event and the Miccosukee 
Tribe for hosting it,” said organizer Ricky Doctor. 

He also acknowledged the contributions of 
Max Billie, Cicero Osceola, Elaine Aguilar, David 
Cypress, Johnny Boone, Richard Bowers Jr. and 
Max B. Osceola Jr. for supporting the event and 
honoring his father’s memory. 


Results of the 5th Annual 
Sonny Billie Golf Tournament 

Four-Man Scramble: 1 . Lawrence Osceola, 

80, Sid Poole, 83, Terry Willie, 81 , Cicero Osceola, 

94, Total: 338; 2. Mitch Osceola, 71 , Rusty Billie, 

93, Steve Osceola, 84, Andrew Bert, 98, Total: 

346; 3. Ruby Willie, 91 , Eric Cypress, 89, Kahaine 
Osceola, 80, Richard Buster, 92, Total: 352; 4. 

Ricky Doctor, 89, Mondo Tiger, 88, Raymond 
Garza, 86, Virginia Billie, 94, Total: 357; 5. Mabel 
Doctor, 104, Ernest Riley, 98, Bobby Frank, 96, 

Ronnie Doctor, 97, Total: 395. 

Closest to the Pin, Pin #4: Men: 1 . Kahaine 
Osceola, 2. Mondo Tiger, 3. Terry Willie; Women: 

1. Virginia Billie. 

Longest Drive, Pin #5: Men: 1 . Terry Willie, 2. 

Sid Poole; Women: 1 . Mabel Doctor. 

Mitch Osceola swings low and hits dirt and the ball, sailing it 
down the fairway toward the hole. 



Felix DoBosz 

The first place team of (L-R) Terry Willie, Cicero Osceola, Ricky 
Doctor, Lawrence Osceola and Sid Poole hold their grand prize 
drivers. 



Criminal Defense 
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DUI 

VOF 

Felony 8c Misdemeanor 
Domestic Violence 

FAMILY LAW 

CHILD SUPPORT 

Traffic Tickets 

♦ 

606 West Sugarland Hwy. 
Clewiston. Florida 

• 


T he Law Office of 

Joseph “Jody” M. Hendry, II 

863-983-LAWS (5297) 



^_Pratect_yourself fr om - - 
making a mista ke,. ~ 

Practice these simple phrases! 


“No, you can’t search my car.” 

“No, you can’t search my home." 
“No, I don't want to talk with you.” 
“Call my lawyer!" 


Call Guy Seligman 

954 - 760-7600 


24 hours a day 



The police know your rights - do you? 
Call my office for a free consultation 

Richard Castillo 

954 - 522-3500 

24 HOURS A DAY 


Since 1990 i have protected rights 

LIKE YOURS. MY OFFICE DEFENDS DUI'S, DRUG 
OFFENSES, SUSPENDED LICENSE, DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE* AND ALL FELONIES AND MISDEMEANORS. 


GOunty r rom 1990-1996 and bus been in priuulft ptf&diC* far rung y*unj 
lr» 1995 hg wae voted the Trial Attorney gJ lhe year l-Eg graduated Irom 
Capital University m 1989 and whs admitted 1o tha Florida Bar in 1 990, 
Federal Bar m 1992, and tha Federal Teal Bar in 1994. 
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Western igBBptf 

South Florida's Largest & Most Complete 
Western Store & Showroom 
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Davto: 954-56 7-90 DD o Coconut Crock; 954-427-9 
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(L-R) Andy and Helene Buster conducted a recovery meeting following the picnic lunch at Serenity in the Sun. 


Serenity in the Sun Members Enjoy Their Day in the Sun 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Writer 

IMMOKALEE — The Family 
Services Dept, hosted a day of fun-filled 
activities for the members of the after- 
care program on June 14 at the 
Immokalee Ball Field and Recreation 
Complex. 

Members of the program, called 
Serenity in the Sim, enjoyed a leisurely 
afternoon together doing various out- 
door activities. 

Aftercare Counselor Rudolph 
“Chip” Faircloth, organized games of 
horseshoes, chess, putt-putt golf and 
driving range competitions for the par- 
ticipants and their families who came 
from Big Cypress, Brighton, Immokalee 
and the Miccosukee Tribe. 

Ray King manned the grill, while 
his wife, Jody, set up a picnic lunch. 
Family Services Director Helene Buster 
and her husband, Andy, conducted a 
recovery meeting. 



Participants in the After Care Program participated in a horseshoe contest. 


Seniors Learn How to Combat Foodborne Illness 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — Seniors in the Immokalee 
community learned about the dangers of foodborne 
illnesses on July 28 during a presentation by Nutri- 
tionist/Health Educator Charlotte Porcaro. 

Food contamination easily takes place on a 
regular basis, and can occur during preparation, 
serving and storage, according to Porcaro. During 
the summer months, this is especially true when 
heat and humidity become a factor as well as an 
increased amount of outdoor activities that include 
barbeques, picnics and open air vendors. 

“Don’t become a victim of foodborne illness,” 


said Porcaro. “Full-blown food poisoning can be 
very debilitating and occasionally fatal. Infants, 
young children, pregnant mothers, older adults, 
diabetics and persons with weakened immune sys- 
tems are most susceptible.” 

“Sometimes we have headaches, slight crampy 
feelings and do not feel up to par without realizing 
this is a result of our bodies attempting to fight off 
the effects of contaminated food,” she continued. 
“This can he avoided by practicing proper proce- 
dures in food selection, handling, transportation, 
preparation and storage.” 

The presentation followed the proper path that 
food should take all the way from the grocery store 


to the stomach. Highlighting cooking and storage 
temperatures as well as cleanliness, cross contami- 
nation and the rapid breeding ability of bacteria, the 
group learned how to battle this unseen foe. 

“Do your part to avoid becoming a casualty of 
someone else’s carelessness,” Porcaro said while 
distributing food thermometers and pertinent litera- 
ture. “Always make a quick analysis of the envi- 
ronment surrounding food offered by vendors, 
open air activities and family gatherings.” 

Concluding with a lengthy discussion on left- 
overs, the group, speaking in unison, repeated the 
valuable advice they learned in their class: “When 
in doubt, throw it out.” 



Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Elizabeth Olea receives disposable thermometers from Nutritionist/Health Educator Charlotte 
Porcaro. 



Seminole Dental Program 
Among Top in Area 

SUBMITTED BY SEMINOLE DENTAL PROGRAM 

HOLLYWOOD — Commander Tim Ricks, DMD, MPH, 
director of the Office of Public Health and Area Dental Officer of 
the Indian Health Service, Nashville Area — which includes 
Seminole Country — made a visit to the Dental Program’s 
offices on April 30-May 1. 

The purpose of his visit was to conduct a quality assurance 
review of the Seminole Dental Program and to provide staff with 
patient education documentation 
training. According to Ricks, the 
results of a quality assurance 
review showed the Seminole Den- 
tal Program “has significantly 
improved in productivity, efficien- 
cy, and quality of care provided in 
the past year.” 

Ricks’ review found an 
increase in productivity by more 
than 10 percent thanks to the 
efforts of Dental Program staff 
members Dr. Claudia Otero, Big 
Cypres s/Immokalee, Dr. Vincent 
McClane, Brighton, and Dr. Don- 
ald Woodlock, Hollywood. Furthermore, dental hygienists 
Belkys Bueno, Kerri Cook-Descheene, Rosie Garcia and Stacey 
Wilder-Handley, had a combined number of 1981 patient visits. 

In addition to the increase in productivity, the Seminole 
Dental Program has seen significant improvement in chart docu- 
mentation, as it scored the second highest among all 16 programs 
in the Nashville Area. Dr. Juan Packer, Dental Program manager 
and Dr. Maria Smith of Hollywood, ranked in the top five of the 
24 dentists in the Nashville Area, with scores of 99 and 96, 
respectively. Ricks said Dr. Packer’s score of 99 was the highest 
total score within his area. 



ERMD Seeking to Monitor 
Chronic Wasting Disease 
in Deer Population 

SUBMITTED BY SARAH GRUBS 
Wildlife Biologist, ERMD 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida’s Environmental Resource 
Management Dept. (ERMD), in partnership with the Native 
American Fish and Wildlife Society, want to test for Chronic 
Wasting Disease within the Tribe’s reservations. After testing, the 
ERMD hopes to provide Tribal citizens with information about 
this potentially damaging dis- 
ease. 

Chronic Wasting Disease 
(CWD) is a disease similar to 
Mad Cow Disease, except 
that it affects deer popula- 
tions. Very little is known 
about the behavior of this 
new disease, which is always 
100 percent fatal. Infected 
deer will display droopy ears, 
excessive salivation and 
weight loss to the point they 
appear starving. The disease, 
unlike Mad Cow, has not yet 
been proven transferable to 
humans. 

CWD has been detected 
in many states, with the closest being West Virginia. It has not yet 
been detected in Florida; however no monitoring program exists 
in Florida. In the Western U.S., many Tribes have already had 
their deer populations devastated by this disease. 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida’s ERMD would like to start 
monitoring for CWD within the reservations through voluntary 
sampling of deer. A $25 handling fee will be paid for each deer 
sampled. 

If you are an avid hunter on the Tribe’s reservations, you can 
help. Please contact Linda Bilhe with the ERMD at (863) 902- 
3200, Ext. 13412 to learn more. 




Submitted by the Seminole Dental Program 


Award recipient Kerri Cook-Descheene (Third from Left) and (L-R) Dr. 
Harry Brown, CMO, Dr. Tim Ricks, ADO, and Dr. Cathy Hollister, Dental 
Support Center. 

Dental Program Staff Member 
Receives Top Award 

SUBMITTED BY SEMINOLE DENTAL PROGRAM 

NASHVILLE — Kerri L. Cook-Descheene, BSRDH, 
CDHC, received the 2008 Indian Health Service, Nashville Area, 
Dental Program’s Leadership Award at the Nashville Area Health 
Summit on July 19. 

Cook-Descheene received a certificate and a U.S. Public 
Health Service commemorative coin from Commander Tim 
Ricks, DMD, MPH, director of the Office of Public Health and 
area dental officer of the Indian Health Service, Nashville Area, 
M. Catherine Hollister, RDH, MSPH, Ph.D., director, United 
South and Eastern Tribe’s Dental Support Center, and Dr. Harry 
Brown, chief medical officer, Nashville Area. Three other dental 
workers also received the award. 

“This is the highest level of the Area Dental Awards Program 
and is established to recognize someone that has stood out over 
the past year in leadership in improving services to patients,” 
Ricks said of Cook-Descheene. 

A 14 year veteran employee with the Seminole Dental Pro- 
gram, Cook-Descheene currently serves as the prevention coor- 
dinator and administrative assistant. Her supervisor, and dental 
program manager, Dr. Juan Packer, nominated Cook-Descheene 
for the award. 
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The diagram shows areas around the home where mosquitoes most commonly breed. 

Reducing Mosquito Breeding Sites In, Near Home 


BY AVA JOHN MPH, REHS & DOUG WILSON 
Tribal Environmental Health Program 


Being aware of the areas where mosquitoes like to 
breed can significantly reduce the risk of being bitten. 

Following these tips will help prevent problems 
with one of Florida’s most common insects. Water 
located in birdbaths should 
be changed every month 
and low-lying depressions 
in lawn areas where water 
can collect should be filled 
in. Leaves and twigs can 
block roof gutters and eaves 
troughs and prevent proper 
water drainage. 

Open or broken win- 
dow screens and attic vents 
offer perfect avenues for 
mosquitoes to make then- 
way into your home. Win- 
dow screens should fit 
snugly into the frame, vents 
should remain closed and 
for further prevention, win- 
dows should also be shut 
during the hours of dusk 
and dawn. 

Stagnant water of any 
kind is another breeding 
area for mosquitoes. Pool covers and tarps used to 
cover boats can collect water and should be emptied 
right away. Store plastic wading pools inside or turn 
them over when not in use. Toys and other objects 
around the yard should be placed in an area where they 
won’t collect rainwater. 

Mosquitoes are often attracted to tires and other 


containers with standing water that are left outside. To 
avoid this, turn over these items or remove if not being 
used. Dripping outside water faucets should be closed 
tightly as water build-up can create breeding grounds 
for mosquitoes. 

The best way to keep mosquitoes from developing 
in or around your home or on your property is by fol- 
lowing the 5 D’s. 

Drain: Reduce the 
amount of standing water in 
or near your property by 
draining and/or removing it. 
Mosquitoes lay eggs in areas 
with standing water. 

Deny: Deny entry by 
mosquito-proofing your 
home with tight fitting 
screens on windows and 
doors. 

Dawn and Dusk: When 
possible, avoid spending 
time outside at dawn and 
dusk. 

Dress: Wear shoes, 
socks, long pants and a 
long-sleeved shirt when out- 
doors for long periods of 
time or when mosquitoes are 
most active. 

DEET: For additional 
protection from mosquitoes, use an insect repellent 
containing DEET. Follow all instructions on the label. 
In most circumstances, products with 25 to 35 percent 
DEET provide adequate protection. 

The Tribal Animal Control Program requests that 
those experiencing animal control issues call the Health 
Dept, at (954) 965-1300, Ext. 10363 for assistance. 
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| THE HEALTHY SENIOR BY FRED CICETTI 


[Editor ’s Note: Fred Cicetti is a syndicated colum- younger. 


nist who writes about issues concerning senior citizen- 


The following are some symptoms: pounding 


s ’ health. The opinions he expresses are his own. If you heart, perspiration, dizziness, fainting, numb hands, 
would like to ask a question, please write nausea, chest pain, feeling that you’re smothering, fear 


fred@healthygeezer.com. All Rights Reserved © 2008 of loss of control, a sense that you’re losing your mind 


by Fred Cicetti.] 

Q: You know, I thought maturity with its wider per- 


or about to die. 

If you have obsessive-compulsive disorder (OCD), 


spective on life would bring me some peace, but I’m you may be haunted by unwelcome thoughts or the 
more anxious now than when I was younger. Is that need to engage in rituals. You may be obsessed with 


common among seniors? 


germs or dirt, so you wash your hands repeatedly. You 


A: Because the stresses of health problems, losses may feel the need to check things repeatedly. 


and other major life changes build up as we get older, The disturbing thoughts are called obsessions, and 


we tend to become anxious. Some surveys suggest that the rituals that are performed to try to prevent or get rid 
one in five older adults suffer anxiety symptoms that of them are called compulsions. Victims of OCD con- 


require treatment. 

In addition to psychological causes, medical disor- 


sume at least an hour a day with their compulsions. 
Post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) can develop 


ders common in older adults can be directly responsible after a frightening experience. Often, people with 

PTSD have repeated mem- 
ories of the experience 
both during their waking 



hours and in nightmares. A 
person having a flashback 
may believe that the event 
is real. 

Victims of PTSD may 
have trouble sleeping, feel 
detached, or be easily star- 
tled. They may have inti- 
macy problems. They can 
become aggressive or even 
violent. 


Social phobia, also 
called social anxiety disor- 
der, involves excessive 
self-consciousness in 
social situations. People 
with social phobia are 
afraid of being judged by 
others and being embar- 
rassed by their own 
actions. 

Social phobics can be 


for the anxiety we feel. These include heart disease, afraid of one type of situation or they may experience 
neurologic illness, thyroid and other hormone prob- symptoms almost any time they are around other peo- 


lems. In addition, anxiety can be a drug side effect. And pie. Symptoms include blushing, sweating, trembling, 


seniors take a lot of medicine. 

Until recently, anxiety disorders were believed to 


nausea, and difficulty talking. 

A specific phobia is an exaggerated fear of one 


decline with age. There has been more research into thing. Some of the more common specific phobias are 
depression and Alzheimer’s than anxiety among sen- triggered by heights, animals such as snakes, closed 


iors. But mental health experts are altering their views spaces, and flying. 


about anxiety. 


Generahzed anxiety disorder (GAD) means exces- 


Anxiety disorders in seniors have been underesti- sive worry about a variety of things or life in general, 
mated for several reasons. One of the main reasons is People with GAD expect the worst and seem unable to 


that older patients are more likely to emphasize their relax. Often, they have trouble falling or staying asleep. 


physical complaints and downplay emotional problems. Anxiety disorders are treated with medication and 


Anxiety disorders are serious medical illnesses that psychotherapy. Both approaches can be effective for 
affect approximately 40 million American adults. They most disorders. Anxiety disorders are not all treated the 


all involve excessive, irrational fear. Anxiety disorders same, so it is important to determine the specific prob- 


are chronic and can worsen if untreated. 

Panic disorder brings on sudden, unpredictable 


lem first. 

Although medications won’t cure an anxiety disor- 


attacks of terror. These attacks create additional anxiety der, they can keep the symptoms under control and 
because victims worry about the next one. Older adults enable people to have normal lives. 


who get panic attacks usually had them when they were 


| THE HEALTHY SEMINOLE 


Dear Health Educator, 

I am a grandmother. My grandchildren spend most 
of their time with me, including all their meals. I have 
noticed that my grandchildren really watch what I do 
and what I eat. If I decide to have some ice cream they 
want it too, or if I want to eat some of my sweets I am 
hounded with “Please, grandma, please!” 

The other day at dinner my grandson would not eat 
his vegetables. I told him that it was important to eat 
them but his reply was that I don’t eat my vegetables, 
so why should he. 

I am also worried because my grandkids are gain- 
ing a lot of weight. They sit with me while I watch TV 
and when I tell them to go outside to play they say they 
want to stay with me. 

I know the extra weight puts them at risk for many 
diseases including type II diabetes. I have not been as 
active as I used to be because I have been watching the 
children full time. 

Please help me figure out how to change this pat- 
tern with my grandchildren. 

Sincerely, 

Me and My Shadows 


Dear Me and My Shadows, 

It’s a hard truth to accept but children are watching 
us and learning from what we do. As adults and espe- 
cially as elders you are looked to as examples because 
of your experience and wisdom. In all life’s lessons 
children will knowingly or unknowingly look to the 
adults in their life. This also includes lifestyle choices 
such as healthy or unhealthy foods and exercise. 

Setting a new routine or making a new habit is the 
way to go for you and your grandchildren. Both you 
and your grandchildren need to look at the foods you 
are choosing and at the amount of activity you are get- 
ting. But it is you as the adult who sets the groundwork 
for a healthy lifestyle, or an unhealthy one. 

Here are some easy ways to begin making changes: 

Get rid of high fat, high sugar snacks in the house. 
Leave fresh fruits around the house as easily accessible 
snacks or make a vegetable platter with low fat dressing 
as an afterschool snack. 

There are many options available now that are low 
calorie, low fat and sugar free. An example would be 
100 calorie packs, which come in cookies, cupcakes 
and even ice cream comes in 100 calorie portions these 
days. But limit yourself; just because it is 100 calories 
doesn’t mean you can eat more of it. 

Get off the couch. Watching TV can he relaxing 
and for some people, especially with children, it can be 
the only quiet time they get. Start a new routine with the 
children that can include some type of activity such as 
walking, playing at a park, swimming, jumping on a 
trampoline, etc. Ask them what kind of activities they 
like to do and come up with a plan to fit in one hour a 
day of activity. 

Look in your community for events or sports teams 
your grandchildren may be interested in joining. 
Though you may not be able to do all the activities they 
want to, you can make a plan that includes activities 
like walking, swimming, even miniature golf which 
will be less taxing on your body. Sit down together and 
write out fun activities you, as a family, want to do. 
Make a plan and stick with it. 

Reward yourself. Even making little changes is a 
start and if it’s fun, kids will stick with it. Celebrate 
your achievements with non-food rewards. For exam- 
ple, if everyone eats all their vegetables for a whole 
month that equals a trip to their favorite place. Or if 
everyone sticks to the exercise plan, for three months 
that’s a trip to an amusement park. Keep yourself moti- 
vated by looking toward the goal you set. 

Come speak with your reservation’s health educa- 
tor or nutritionist. Making changes in the way we do 



things can seem overwhelming at first. But your health 
educator or nutritionist can help you come up with 
healthy meal plans and snack ideas, and help you with 
a well rounded physical activity plan that keeps you 
motivated. 

You, as a grandparent, are a great source of infor- 
mation and support for your grandchildren. You are also 
a role model to everyone around you. Your ability to 
make wise choices, stay strong, and share your knowl- 
edge is what ensures the future of your community and 
your family. Though there may he roadblocks, there is 
no such thing as being set in your ways. 

They are your ways and this is your life, as well as 
your family’s. You have the power to set healthy, life- 
long examples that will continue with each generation 
to come. Please come visit your clinic’s health educator 
and nutritionist to start a plan toward a healthier life 
today. Remember, grandparents are their grandchil- 
dren’s role models for a healthy today and tomorrow! 

Best of luck, 
Your Health Educator 


The column is submitted to The Seminole Tribune 
by members of the Seminole Tribe of Florida’s Allied 
Health Department staff of nutritionist and health edu- 
cators. We welcome all questions and provide one on 
one counseling as well a group lessons on a variety of 
health topics. 

For more information about this topic mentioned in 
this month’s column, please contact the health educa- 
tor on your reservation. 

Big Cypress Wellness Center, (863) 983-5798, 
Marjorie Meredith, Health Educator; Brighton Medical 
Clinic, (863) 763-0271 , Barbara Boling, Health Educa- 
tor; Hollywood Medical Clinic, (954) 962-2009, Tina 
Mennella, Health Educator; Immokalee Medical Clinic, 
(239) 867-3400, Charlotte Porcaro, Dietitian/Health 
Educator. 



Announcements 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY 


IN MEMORIAM 


Happy birthday to my children 

Doneisha Jane Doctor and David Joe Doctor (RIP, Son) 


Neisha, 

Aug. 7 is a most special day. This is the 
say that you and your brother were brought 
into the world; a gift given to me from God 
above. You are loved so much and don’t even 
realize it. I can’t turn back the hands of time 
nor can I undo some of the things that hurt 
you deep within your soul. Unconditional 
love is all I have. “I’m sorry’s,” you’ve heard 
many times before. God has laid his loving 
arms on me. Now I am able to love me. There- 
fore, I am now able to love you better. 

Happy birthday Doneisha. I love you. 

Your mother, 
Stacey Doctor Sanchez 


To my son, 

It’s been some time since you’ve been gone to be with the 
Lord. Because I know that’s where you are. Trying not to be sad, 
trying not to feel guilty. I still loved you more than words can 
say. 

So many things needed to be said, but no longer able. But 
I’ll save that until we meet again in heaven. Your absence is still 
noticed. Things aren’t the same with Crazy Ole Joe. I used to cry 
tears of pain. No longer are they tears of pain but tears of joy. 
And realizing that your father wanted you with him, I can’t he 
mad! A little jealous, hut not mad. I know you’re in heaven’s 
gates and now my guardian angel. 

Happy birthday Lil Joe! You are missed and truly loved. 

I love you son, always and forever. 

Your mother, 
Stacey Doctor Sanchez 



Happy 6th birthday to Dar’Rick 
“Rick Rick” Christopher Nelson- 
Williams AKA “D-Dog” on Sept. 7 

To my little Medicine Man, 

Son, you are the joy of my life. Words can’t 
express how overjoyed I am to be blessed with an angel 
hke you. I never want to lose you again; that’s why we 
had to make some changes. I almost gave up a few 
months ago, hut Devin is watching over us and she 
won’t let anything bad happen to us. 

Son, life is short and now I realize that you are my 
purpose and I’m going to do right by you and stop being 
so selfish. You deserve so much love and I’m going to 
give it to you. It’s our time to shine, Rick. Let me tell 


you one thing and one thing only, never give up son. 
Now get ready to show the world what you are made of. 

I love you and always will. 

Love, 

Mom (Carolee J. Anderson) 

Happy birthday to my son and my little best friend, 
“D-Dog.” Ricky, I am so proud that I am a part of your 
life and that I can see you grow into a wonderful young 
man and go to college. I will be there for you all the 
way. 

May God continue to bless you with love, joy and 
happiness because he sure blesses me with you. 

Love, 

Dad (Gary P. Anderson) 
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Sho-Naa-Bish 
Thank You 

The Osceola Family wishes to express sincere thanks 
and appreciation to community members, friends, family 
and the Tribal Council and Board representatives for their 
support and kindness after the tragic loss of LySaundra 
Frances Appolonia Osceola. 

The family also wishes to acknowledge the thoughtful 
expressions of kindness and support given by the Seminole 
Police Department, the speakers Pastor Wonder Johns, First 
Seminole Baptist Church of Brighton, and Bob Rose. Special 
thanks to the uncles Steve, Mitch, Jimbo for taking care of 
everything. 

“Saunch” was a member of thePanther Clan 
Bom September 30, 1987 
Died suddenly July 13, 2008 

“She has slipped away to follow her star 
In a land beyond our sight 
And we know she journeys there, as here 
In God s own bright light." 


♦JmJ* ♦JmJ* 


In loving memory of my cousin and sister 

Devin Mindy Cypress-Kimble 


Sent from above to show us all how to love 
You were a part of my life, how God blessed us all 
Whenever life wasn’t treating me kind one call to 
you made everything better and new 
Just to see your smile and feel your warmth made 
my happy 

You didn’t realize the strength you carried inside 
yourself 

A beautiful person, wife, mother, sister and cousin 
Your love, so pure and unconditional 
When it came down to it, your spirit stood tall and 
gracefully with the sun 

Your loving words and arms took away the pain 

My loving cousin always kept me sane 

Your heart is hke home, I felt safe 

No one understands the relationship you and I 

shared 

Dev, thanks for letting me in 

You taught me so much about life and myself, 

especially never to give up 

You are truly missed 

I love you sister, cousin and friend 

No matter how far you go, I will follow you where 

ever you are 


Love always, 

Carolee Nelson Anderson 
Fooshe Forever 



| CLASSIFIED ADS 



Get Out of Jail Fast! Call 
Myma Loy (954) 583-9119. 
Tribal dividends, MasterCard 
and Visa accepted. 24 hours • 
Speedy Release • Professional 
Service* 1128 NW 31st St., Ft. 
Lauderdale, FL 33311 


Quality Miniature Horses for 
SALE at reasonable prices. All 
ages and colors. Paddock Farms is 
located in Okeechobee next to the 
Ag. Center. Call (863) 634-1438 
for more info or visit paddock- 
farmsminiaturehorses.com 



Francoise’s 

Barbershop 

6782 Stirling Road 
Hollywood, Fla. 33024 

(954) 987-1309 
(954) 471-2469 

Where everyone is welcome. 
Skin fade, fade, layer cut, flat 
top, unisex color, highlights, 
correction haircut, kids and 
seniors. Enjoy the best old 
fashioned hot shave in town! 
European facial, waxing, $25 
spa pedicure and manicure 
combo. 


ATTENTION SEMINOLE TV VIEWERS 


In February 2009, older televisions that do 
not have a built-in digital tuner or receive 
over-the-air broadcasts with an antenna will 
not be able to view the digital signal unless 
they have a DIRECTV receiver, Comcast 
services (Cable or Box), Dish Network, or 
Embarq 

Any Tribal member who does not have one 
of the options listed above will need a digi- 
tal-to-analog converter box. In an effort to 
assist Tribal members in acquiring these 
converter boxes the Tribal member must 
notify the Broadcasting Dept, so one can be 
acquired before February 2009. 

Broadcasting can provide them for $50. 

Those Tribal members who do not want to 
purchase one from the Broadcasting Dept. 

can fill out an application online at 
www.dtv.gov or request one by phone from 
the Federal Communications Commission at 
(888) 225-5322 to receive a $40 coupon 
which they can use to purchase a converter 
box. Limit two coupons per household. 



please contact your local 
Broadcasting Office: 

Hollywood: (954) 985-5703 
Big Cypress: (863) 902-3217 
Immokalee: (239) 658-9256 
Tampa: (813) 621-2882 
Brighton: (863) 763-6380 or 
(863) 763-0405 
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❖ Princess 

Continued from page 1 

Osceola Wheeler, 14, Erena Billie, 14, Alisia Billie, 
12, Amber Craig, 17, Lariah Balentine, 14, Amelia 
Nunez, 13, Cassandra Jimmie, 16, Kirsten Doney, 12, 
Lorelei Tommie, 13, and Alissa Dorgan, 14. 

The Miss Seminole contestants, JaMenia 
Thomas, 25, D’Anna Osceola, 21, Chelsea Mountain, 
18, Dannette Bowers, 25, and Brittany Smith, 18, then 
took the stage for their introductions. 

Following the introductions, the 16 ladies mod- 
eled traditional Seminole dress. Each participant’s 
dress had to be handmade, all cotton, and include a 
long cape. The talent competition followed, with each 
girl given three minutes on stage to show their talent 
to the judges. 

The Jr. Miss contestants went first, with Jaryaca 
Baker singing a rendition of “Amazing Grace” in 
Creek, accompanied by flautist Sonny Nevaquaya. 
Poets Erena Billie, Alisia Billie and Amber Craig fol- 
lowed, reciting original works for the audience. 

Erena Billie read “My Indian Warrior,” a poem 
she wrote for her late brother, J-Wayco. Alisia Billie 
recited her poem “Osceola’s Colors,” about Osceola 
and the Seminole flag, which she wrote after visiting 
St. Augustine — where Osceola was imprisoned — on 
the 2005 Hollywood Youth Conference trip. Amber 
Craig shared her poem “The Unconquered,” which 
she said represents being Seminole and proud. 

The remaining young ladies chose to focus their 
presentations on Seminole culture. Lariah Balentine 
showed a short film on how to make the traditional 
beverage com sofkee, from start to finish. Amelia 
Nunez gave a step-by-step presentation of making 
pumpkin bread, a staple of Seminole cuisine. 

Cassandra Jimmie demonstrated the step-by-step 
construction of a chickee for the judges with a minia- 
ture one on stage, and also explained the history 
behind the traditional structures. Kirsten Doney gave a 
detailed description of the eight remaining Clans and 
explained how they came about. 

Lorelei Tommie discussed the importance of lan- 
guage preservation, and detailed how the Tribal youth 
leam certain words, which she said in addition to pre- 
serving Seminole culture, is fun for them to leam. 
Dakota Osceola Wheeler told the judges about the 
prevalence of beadwork in the Seminole culture, dis- 
playing various beads and photos of Seminole women 
wearing them throughout the years. 

Ahssa Dorgan paid homage to one of the Tribe’s 
first money-making enterprises — alligator wrestling 
and gave recognition to some of the Seminole alliga- 
tor wrestling pioneers. 

The Miss Seminole contestants then took the 
stage to display their talent for the judges. Their tal- 
ents ranged from explaining Seminole clothing to cul- 
ture and customs. 

JaMenia Thomas explained how to make a tradi- 
tional cape with the help of two models, while Chelsea 
Mountain discussed the evolution of Seminole cloth- 
ing. Brittany Smith showed the judges traditional 
patchworks designs used in Seminole fashion and 
explained how they have changed throughout the 
years. 

D’Anna Osceola shared the history of her family 
lineage, showing photos of her family and telling the 
story of Tribal matriarch Polly Parker. Dannette Bow- 
ers gave details of the Sabal palm tree, which Semi- 
noles of the past used for food — the hearts of the 
palm are edible — as well as other everyday uses. 

During the next portion of the pageant, the con- 
testants had to answer impromptu questions which 
they pulled at random from a howl. This portion 
showed the contestants’ knowledge of their culture 
and Tribe, as well as allowing the judges to see how 
well they spoke in public, an important quality all 
princesses must possess. 

After the questioning, the ladies changed into 
their crowning wear and awaited the final decision. At 
this time the Princess Committee, along with Chair- 
man Mitchell Cypress, paid special recognition to the 
past princesses. 

Princess Pageant Committee Chairwoman Wanda 
Bowers told the crowd this presentation took more 
than a year and half to finalize. Emcee Sally Tommie 
then called those past princesses in attendance, includ- 
ing Bowers herself, to the stage and presented them 
with a replica of a princess crown made of Swarovski 
crystals and boxed for display. The crowns each fea- 
tured the year that princess reigned. 

Following this presentation, the judges made their 
way back to the stage and everyone took their seats as 
the tabulators ^ave the results to the emcees. 

Special talent awards went to Amber Craig and 
D’Anna Osceola, who also both went on to win the Jr. 
Miss and Miss Florida Seminole titles, respectively. 
Miss Congeniality, an award in which the winner is 
selected by the contestants themselves, went to 
Kirsten Doney. 

Next, the nervous contestants stood on stage as 
the Jr. Miss and Miss Florida Seminole winners were 
announced. The Jr. Miss contestants, Jaryaca Baker, 
Erena Bilhe, Alisia Bilhe, Cassandra Jimmie, Lorelei 
Tommie and Alissa Dorgan, received special recogni- 
tion for their participation. 

The Jr. Miss first runner up was Amelia Nunez; 
second runner up was Kirsten Doney; third runner up 
was Dakota Osceola Wheeler; forth runner up was 
Lariah Balentine. 

First runner up for the Miss Florida Seminole title 
was Brittany Smith; second runner up was Chelsea 
Mountain; third runner up JaMenia Thomas; and forth 
runner up was Dannette Bowers. 

The two top spots went to 2008-2009 Jr. Miss 
Florida Seminole Amber Craig and 2008-2009 Miss 
Florida Seminole was D’Anna Osceola. 

Craig, Bird Clan from the Brighton Reservation, 
said she competes in the pageants because they are 
fun, hut admits she was determined to win this one. 

“This is a dream come true,” said Craig, the 2007- 
2008 Brighton Seminole princess. 

She said she plans to represent her Tribe to the 
best of her ability. In the future, Craig said she would 
like to attend college and attain a degree in business 
administration or journalism. She credits her mother 
as an influence in her life because she said her mother 
is always there for her and supportive of her. 

Osceola, Bird Clan from the Brighton Reserva- 
tion, said this was her time to compete; it was also her 
first time competing. She is scheduled to graduate in 
the fall of 2009 from Florida State University and has 
hopes to continue attending graduate school to major 
in counseling. 

She also said it was difficult to find documenta- 
tion of her ancestors for her talent, adding, without the 
help of her family she couldn’t have obtained the 
information she needed. 

“My family has always supported me,” Osceola 
said. “I wanted to do this for myself and the Tribe.” 


(L-R) Jr. Miss Contestants Jaryaca Baker, Dakota Osceola Wheeler, Erena Billie, Alisia Billie, Amber Craig, Lariah Balentine, t 
Kirsten Doney, Lorelei Tommie and Alissa Dorgan, with 2007-2008 Jr. Miss Florida Seminole Alicia Nunez (Seated, Center). 


a Nunez, Cassandra Jimmie, 
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(L-R) Dakota Osceola Wheeler, Chelsea Mountain and Brittany Smith await the 
committee’s instructions telling them what to expect at the pageant. 



Erena Billie rehearses reciting the poem she wrote about her late brother, J- 
Wayco, titled “My Indian Warrior.” 



(L-R) Cassandra Jimmie and JaMenia Thomas converse with other contestants 


Marisol Gonzalez 

(L-R) Cassandra Jimmie and JaMenia Thomas converse with other contestants 
and the judges during a Princess Dinner held in the Hard Rock Ballroom. 



(L-R) Jr. Miss Seminole contestant Kirsten Doney with Miss Indian World 
Nicole Alek’aq Colbert. The two hold one of the Seminole dolls which two lucky 
attendees took home as special prize keepsakes. 



Marisol Gonzalez 

Mother and daughter past princesses (L-R) Rita McCabe, 1990 
princess, mom, Louise Gopher, 1965 princess, and Carla Gopher, 
1994 princess. 



Marisol Gonzalez 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress (L) speaks to the crowd about how 
happy he is to see so many girls participate in this year’s pageant. 



Marisol Gonzalez 

Cassandra Jimmie speaks about the history of chickees during a 
practice dress rehearsal. 



Marisol Gonzalez 

The 2007-2008 Little Miss Seminole Brianna Bowers with 2007- 
2008 Miss Florida Seminole Jennifer Chalfant at the Princess Ban- 
quet. 





Marisol Gonzalez 

(L-R) JaMenia Thomas, D’Anna Osceola, Chelsea Mountain, 2007-2008 Miss 
Florda Seminole Jennifer Chalfant, Danette Bowers and Brittany Smith. 


Marisol Gonzalez 

(L-R) Cassandra Jimmie and Miss Florida Seminole Princess 2007-2008 Jennifer 
Chalfant in their semi-formal attire. 



Marisol Gonzalez 

Judge Bradley Cooley Sr. (C) talks with the contestants during a breakfast ses- 
sion of judging. 



(L-R) Jaryaca Baker practices singing “Amazing Grace” in Creek Weeks before the actual pageant, contestants attended a princess workshop to 

while Sonny Nevaquaya accompanies her on flute. ask questions and prepare for the pageant. This was the first year the contest- 

ants took part in this workshop. 
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Princess Committee 
Meets After Pageant 

BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

CLEWISTON, Fla. — The Princess Pageant Committee met at the 
Clewiston Inn for a pageant follow-up meeting on Aug. 12. 

Committee Chairwoman Wanda Bowers called the meeting to assess 
the pros and cons at the culmination of this year’s Princess Pageant. Tina 
Osceola, Christine McCall, Holly Tiger-Bowers, Brittany Yescas, Salina 
Dorgan, Priscilla Sayen, Lawanna Osceola-Niles, Connie Gowen, Charo- 
lette Burgess, Alice Billie, Mercedes Osceola-Hahn, JoJo Osceola and 
Gloria Wilson all attended. 

The ladies shared their thoughts on the importance of having a 
Princess Pageant and how they plan to make next year’s pageant better 
than those of previous years. In addition, they discussed contestant pre- 
paredness, the talent competition, talent expectations, contestant applica- 
tions and committee involvement. 

The committee decided that the 2009-2010 pageant will have contest- 
ant workshops where the young ladies will learn topics including etiquette, 
public speaking and leadership development. 

Committee member, and past princess, Gloria Wilson said the work- 
shops are a good idea. 

“The princess is the ambassador for the Tribe,” Wilson said. “The 
princess needs to be strong in etiquette and grammar.” 

Fellow committee member and past princess Holly Tiger-Bowers 
agreed. 

“The committee works for one main goal; to get a new princess that 
is qualified to represent the Tribe,” she said. 

Marisol Gonzalez 

(L-R, Back Row) Tina Osceola, Christine McCall, Holly Tiger-Bowers, Brittany 
Yescas, Wanda Bowers. (L-R, Front Row), Salina Dorgan, Priscilla Sayen, Lawan- 
na Osceola-Niles, Connie Gowen, Charolette Burgess, Alice Billie and Gloria Wil- 
son. 







The judges, (L-R, Front Row) Miss Florida USA Anastagia Pierre, Melonie Matthews, Miss Indian World Nicole 
Colbert and Brad Cooley (Back Row, Center) take an airboat ride at Billie Swamp Safari with (L-R, Back Row) 
their guide Andrew Necelletos and host Christine McCall. 


Princess Pageant judges and their guide Christine McCall (C) visit the Native American Seminole Veterans 
Memorial Wall on their tour of the Big Cypress Reservation. 


Princess Judges Tour 
Big Cypress Reservation 

BY WANDA BOWERS 
Contributing Writer 

BIG CYPRESS — The Seminole Princess Pageant judges managed 
to squeeze in a trip to the Big Cypress Reservation on July 24 among the 
numerous activities that took place during the week of the pageant. 

Their hosts Christine McCall, the 2005 Seminole Princess, and 
myself, Wanda Bowers, the 1968 Seminole Princess accompanied judges 
Miss Indian World Nicole Alek’aq Colbert (Yup’ik Eskimo), Miss Flori- 
da USA Anastagia Pierre, Brad Cooley of the Bronze by Cooley sculp- 
ture team, and Miss Indian World Pageant Program Coordinator Melonie 
Matthews (Santa Clara Pueblo/Navajo). 

Their first stop was the famous Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum. The judges 
took in the story of the Clans, along with other Seminole history, which 
included a lesson about the Seminole Wars. 

Their lessons then moved to the present day, with the 20th century in 
front of their eyes as the group learned about the Seminole Hard Rock 
Casino & Hotel. The judges said learning about it was interesting. Since 
some of them live out West, they had not previously known much about 
Seminoles and their accomplishments. 

Then we took a walk back into history on the next part of the tour. 
We were shown how the Seminoles used to cook, hunt and trade, as well 
as what transportation they used and what kind of clothing they wore. 
The group also learned about the Green Com Dance and stickball games. 
We bought some Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum T-shirts and went down the 
road to our next adventure — an airboat ride. 

We went deep into the swamp where we meet Charlie — the biggest 
gator Miss Indian World Nicole Alek’aq Colbert said she had ever seen. 
Being from Napakiak, Alaska, Colbert said she loved everything except 
the intense Florida heat and humidity, so we didn’t get to go out on the 
swamp buggy ride. 

We had a nice lunch at the Swamp Water Cafe where the adventur- 
ous Colbert tried frog legs for the first time. She said they do not taste like 
chicken, as people say; however, she could not identify just what they did 
taste like. 

After lunch we headed to the Seminole Veteran’s Memorial, located 
on Mitchell Cypress Fitness Trail across from the Big Cypress Family 
Investment Center. We then started making our way back to the Holly- 
wood Reservation for the evening’s Princess Pageant Welcome Dinner. 

I am always proud to show other Natives who visit our area a little 
bit of Seminole life and the history behind us. Thank you to thank Pedro 
Zepeda for a job well done and to Andrew Necolettos, our airboat driver, 
for a very interesting ride. 
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Peggie Reynolds 

(L-R) Amy Johns, who won one gold, two silver and a bronze medal in rifle shooting, Team Florida’s Leader Joel Frank Sr. and bronze medal winner in senior archery, Don Osceola. 


Naples Community 
Celebrates Their 
Culture and Heritage 

BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

NAPLES — Members of the Naples Communi- 
ty gathered at the residence of Doug and Sandy Osce- 
ola on Aug. 15 to celebrate their cultural heritage and 
provide their children with an opportunity to learn 
about their ancestors from their elders. 

The day’s activities began with Tammy Billie 
cleaning, cutting up and preparing deer meat, sup- 
plied by Ingraham Billie Jr. and Tahama Osceola. The 
children watched intently as she instructed them in 
each step of the process of preparing the meat they 
would eat later that afternoon. 

Pedro Zepeda employed the skills of his ances- 
tors in teaching the youngsters the art of wood carv- 
ing. Using a dry piece of cypress, Zepeda slowly 
transformed the piece of wood into an alligator. The 
finished product resembled those created many years 
ago by his forefathers as toys for the children and then 
souvenirs for the tourist trade. 

A small crowd gathered around Tribal elder 
Ingraham Billie Jr. when he began to talk about his 
birthplace in Charlie Tigertail’s camp deep in the 
Everglades 79 years ago. 

“My father, Ingraham Billie Sr., learned the ways 
of the medicine man and devoted his life to caring for 
his people, even after he adopted Christianity,” Ingra- 
ham Jr. said. 

“I remember my family hunting and fishing for 

Please see NAPLES ❖ Page 2A 


Team Florida Returns Triumphant From NAIG 

Amy Johns, Don Osceola Bring Home Five Medals 


BY PEGGIE REYNOLDS 


COWICHAN, BRITISH COLUMBIA, CANADA — Amy Johns, Steven 
Johns-Ashley, Kyle Henry, Don Osceola and Robert Delorimiere represented 
Team Florida at the 2008 North American Indigenous Games (NAIG), held in 
Cowichan, British Columbia, Canada, Aug 3-10. 

These five joined thousands of their fellow athletes to compete in NAIG, 
which take place every three years. During the games, indigenous peoples lfom 
across North America celebrate their cultural heritage and sporting abilities dur- 
ing the weeklong competition. 

Amy Johns’ four medal wins in rifle shooting and Don Osceola’s bronze 
medal in archery brought the spotlight to Team Florida. Johns earned medals in 
the senior rifle shooting division in the following events: standing position, gold 
medal; kneeling position and aggregate/overall ranking, silver medals; and prone 


position, bronze medal. 

Following three full days of rifle competition at the Cowichan Fish and Game 
Facility, the final medal ceremony took place onsite on the evening of Aug. 8. 
With Team Florida coaches, staff, supporters and her teammates cheering her on, 
Johns received her four medals. 

Don Osceola also earned Team Florida a medal during the NAIG competition. 
He took home the bronze in the senior division for traditional archery. 

Following his win, the Aboriginal Peoples Television Network (APTN) of 
Canada interviewed Osceola. APTN is a Canadian-wide television and broadcast 
network that airs and produces programs made by, for and about Aboriginal peo- 
ples; and Osceola’s win put him in the national spotlight. 

The remaining eight athletes who rounded out Team Florida’s roster compet- 
ed in a variety of events; Steven Johns-Ashley, bantam rifle, Kyle Henry, juvenile 
rifle and Robert Delorimiere, senior golf. 

Please see NAIG * Page 2A 


Charter School Staff Host Open House 



Mahala Madrigal fills out paperwork for her son, Joshua. 


Pemayetv Emahakv 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Pemayetv Emahakv Charter 
School students, faculty and parents geared up for the 
school’s second school year with an Open House, held 
Aug. 14. 

With approximately 166 students enrolled this 
year, Principal Russell Brown said he hopes this year 
will be as successful as the last. 

“We wanted to give students an opportunity to 
meet their teachers and find out what supplies they need 
and to bring them, as well as give families and parents 
an opportunity to meet their kids’ teachers and find out 
what the rules are and procedures et cetera for the 
school year,” Brown said, “ft also gave the families and 
children a chance to meet all the different departments 
at one time.” 

Mom Carrera Gopher took her son, Justin, one of 
17 students starting kindergarten this year, to the Open 
House. 

“ft is a new experience for the both of us,” Gopher 
said. “I am excited and slightly nervous. I am excited 
because my son is starting his first year of school and 
all of the new opportunity for him, but nervous because 
my baby is going to school now and he is growing up.” 

Kindergarten through fifth grade Seminole history 
and Creek Substitute Teacher Jade Braswell said she is 
looking forward to another year. However, she also 
admits some of the curriculum poses challenges. 

The Brighton resident said she continues to enjoy 
growing, exploring, and learning the Seminole culture. 


Dissecting information, making changes and including 
information as well as tailoring the curriculum based on 
grade level are all a part of the transition into each new 
school year. 


“I enjoy it all and jump at the opportunity to teach 
because I feel you cannot really know who you are until 
you know where you come from,” Braswell said. 


Youth Enjoy Summer 
Filled with Many 
Exciting Activities 

BY JUDY WE EKS 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — The Immokalee Seminole 
Ranch and Recreation Dept, spent months planning a 
summer program that began on June 4. Alternating 
their efforts, staff members from both departments 
created a diverse program of activities that sparked 
interest from youth of all ages throughout their sum- 
mer break. 

“By pooling our resources, we stretched our 
finances and created a think tank of ideas and past 
experiences,” said Immokalee Recreation Dept. 
Director Johnny Boone. “You might say it was a mat- 
ter of what does and does not work.” 

The itinerary included bi-weekly fun days, a 
mini-water park set up at the ranch, a weekly movie 
day, skating, bowling, trips to the beach, supervised 
games and sporting events. 

“Children always lean toward certain things, but 
it is important to balance their activities with creative 
learning experiences,” Immokalee Ranch Director 
Kenny Joe Davis said. “When I see children’s eyes 
open in wonder, hear them ask questions and laugh 
with joy, I know that we’re on the right track.” 

Field trips to kid-friendly entertainment com- 
plexes including Boomers, Sunsplash Family Water 
Park, King Richard’s Family Fun Park and the 
IMAX® movie theater, broke up the routine. In addi- 

Please see SUMMER •> Page 2A 

Tribal Council Meets 
in Big Cypress 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Tribal Council met on 
the Big Cypress Reservation Aug. 27 for a special 
session. They passed 33 resolutions on the agenda, 
including: 

Resolution 15: Service line agreement (3,915’ x 
5’) between Embarq FKA Sprint-Florida Inc. and 
Seminole Tribe of Florida for location of a telephone 
cable to the home site of Larry Howard - Brighton 
Reservation; 

Resolution 16: Service line agreement (450’ x 5’) 
between Embarq FKA Sprint-Florida Inc. and Semi- 
nole Tribe of Florida for location of a telephone cable 
to the home site of Daniel Nunez Sr. - Brighton 
Reservation; 

Resolution 17: U.S. Department of the Interior 
Fish and Wildlife Service Grant Application to fund 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida’s Bird Habitat 
Enhancement Pilot Project for Tribal FYs 2009 and 
2010; 

Resolution 18: U.S. Department of the Interior 
Fish and Wildlife Service Grant Application to fund 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida’s Tribal Wildlife Man- 
agement Program Proposal for Tribal FY 2009; 

Resolution 19: Grant Application to the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency for funds for the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida’s Water Pollution Control 
Program; 

Please see COUNCIL * Page 2A 
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NAIG 

Continued from page 1 

Johns-Ashley just missed the medal 
mark in three categories, archery’s standing 
position, prone position and aggregate, 
coming in fourth in all these events. Henry 
placed ninth in the juvenile rifle’s standing 
position event and 11th in hoth the prone 
position and aggregate. Delorimiere placed 
12th overall in the senior golf competition. 

Behind the scenes, both in Florida and 
at the actual games, the coaches have 
played a vital role in Team Florida’s suc- 
cess. The archery coaches, Steve Young 
and John Waterhouse, and the rifle coaches, 
Joe Frank, Richard Henry and Rhonda 
Roff, provided instruction, technical sup- 
port and encouragement to all of the ath- 
letes. 

The athletes and coaches paid many of 
their own travel costs to attend NAIG. The 
financial support of dozens of businesses, 
organizations, Tribal governments and indi- 
viduals from across the U.S. helped cover 
the additional expenses involved in sending 
the team to the games, which Team Leader 
Joel Frank Sr. (Chef de Mission) expressed 
gratitude for. 

The next Indigenous Games will take 
place in Milwaukee, Wis. in the summer of 
2011. Preliminary competitions in the com- 
ing weeks, months and years will determine 
who will make the journey to represent 
Team Florida. 



Don Osceola, who won the bronze medal in senior archery, and Sam Johnston from Team Yukon. 



Team Florida’s (L-R): Rhonda Roff, Steve Young, Joel Frank Sr., Richard Henry, Kyle Henry, Joe Frank and Amy Johns look on during one of the games. 



Naples 

Continued from page 1 

their meat,” he continued. “They planted 
gardens in the hammocks in the swamp and 
grew com, sweet potatoes, bananas, pump- 
kins, beans, squash and sugar cane. We did- 
n’t have refrigerators or freezers.” 

“During the growing season, my peo- 
ple raised and dried their vegetables in the 
sun and hung them in the top of the chickee 
or gathered them in palmetto baskets for 
storage. They made jerky out of the deer for 
the times when we had no fresh meat.” 

Bringing the girls together around the 
cooking fire, the women worked to prepare 
the meal. Tammy Billie encouraged the 
youngsters to join her and learn how to 
make sofkee, bananas, com on the cob, 
Indian stew and fry bread and fry sweet 
potatoes and venison. Up to their elbows in 
flour, they had a wonderful time and waited 
anxiously for their first pieces of fry bread 
to come out of the pan. 

Meanwhile, Tahama Osceola started 
the pumpkin bread, which brought everyone 
together. As she worked, she talked about 
how she learned from her mother and her 
aunts the way to cook, sew and bead. She 
told the young girls that they must leam 
these things now, so that they will be able to 


carry their heritage to the future genera- 
tions. 

As the girls cooked, the boys joined 
Pedro Zepeda and he taught them the basics 
of archery. It didn’t take long before even 
the youngest hit their targets. 


By the time the meal concluded, nearly 
every member of the Naples Community 
spent the remainder of the afternoon recall- 
ing the past and sharing the elders’ experi- 
ences with their future generations. 



Pedro Zepeda transforms a piece of cypress into a wooden alligator. WaMace learns how to handle a bow under the watchful eye 



Immokalee’s youth examine a portion of their day’s catch in the Big Cypress canal. 


Summer 

Continued from page 1 

tion, the ranch sponsored a trip to the Miami 
Seaquarium and the Recreation Dept, treat- 
ed the group to a day at Busch Gardens in 
Tampa. 

The youngsters also threw themselves 
hook, line and sinker into a fishing contest 



Alex Garcia gets ready to jump off the diving 
platform at Sunny Lagoon. 


on the banks of the Big Cypress canal. 

“Catching my big fish was awesome,” 
exclaimed Billy Fewell, who landed a bass 
that weighed about 12 pounds, earning him 
a fishing pole, tackle box and gift card. 

Upon their return, the kids attended a 
short awards ceremony and dinner at the 
Immokalee Casino where each participant 
received a gift card. 



K.J. Davis finds out if he can do eight seconds on 
the mechanical bull. 



The Preschool students and teachers participate in a day at the Immokalee Ranch’s mini-water park. 


* Council 

Continued from page 1 

Resolution 21: Atronic Americas, LLC 
Master Lease Agreement; Ratification; 

Resolution 22: IGT Multi-Hand Poker 
Intellectual Property License Agreement; 
Ratification; 

Resolution 23: WMS Gaming, Inc., 
Progressive Agreement; Ratification; 

Resolution 25: Ratification of the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida filming permis- 
sion letter granting the RTL group permis- 
sion to film a television show on the Big 
Cypress and Hollywood Seminole Indian 
Reservations; 

Resolution 26: Bass-United Fire & 
Security Systems, Inc., Alarm Monitoring 
Agreement for Hollywood Reservation - 
Senior Center; Ratification; 

Resolution 27: Approval of deduction 
from mid-month per capita payments; 

Resolution 28: Approval of a business 
lease for office space between Seminole 
Tribe of Florida (lessee) and Poal WK Taft, 
LLC (lessor) for National Indian Training 
Center and Housing Dept.; 

Resolution 29: Sal’s Home Inspection, 
Inc. D/B/A R&S General Contractors 
change order number two to standard form 
of owner and contractor agreement for relo- 
cation of the Florida Seminole Business 
Compound on the Hollywood Seminole 
Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 30: Standard form of agree- 
ment between owner and contractor where 
the basis of payment is a stipulated sum of 
$288,003.70 between the Semi n ole Tribe of 
Florida and Close Construction, Inc., for the 


Brighton Preschool renovation on the 
Brighton Reservation; 

Resolution 3 1 : Approval of the Title V 
FY 2009 Funding Agreement with the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
Indian Health Service Under PL. 106-260 
Title V of the Indian Self-Determination 
and Education Assistance Act (ISDEAA); 

Resolution 32: Approval of agreement 
with Moss and Associates, LLC for con- 
struction of improvements at Seminole 
Hard Rock Hotel & Casino - Hollywood; 

Resolution 33: Approval of agreement 
with Cambridge Specialty Construction 
Corp. for Butler building expansion at 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino - 
Tampa; 

Resolution 34: Approval of agreement 
with W.G. Yates & Sons Construction Com- 
pany for construction of the parking garage 
at Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino - 
Tampa; 

Resolution 35: Approval of the Semi- 
nole Tribe of Florida Tribal Council Hous- 
ing Policy; 

Resolution 36: First Amendment to the 
Animal Care and Regulation Ordinance; 

Resolution 37: Employee Informed 
Choice Ordinance of the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida; 

Resolution 38: Tribal Freedom of Asso- 
ciation Ordinance of the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida; 

Resolution 39: Trespass Ordinance of 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida; and, 

Resolution 40: Ratification of the exe- 
cution of lease schedules 13 through 25 to 
the master lease agreement with PDS Gam- 
ing Corporation; limited waiver of sover- 
eign immunity. 
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(L-R) Minnie Doctor and Betty Osceola begin their preparations to make the dolls, and teach the students the time-honored techniques of Seminole doll-making. 


Culture Dept. Holds 

BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Culture Dept, held classes so Tribal students 
could learn how to make a large man doll, a doll of a horse and a smaller 
man doll to sit on the horse. The classes took place on Mondays, Tuesdays 
and Thursdays during the last week of August and first week of September 
at the DSO Building. 

Attendees, including Leisset Baker, Hailee Osceola, Raevin Frank, 
Jordan Billie, Jennifer Holdiness, Katelyn Young, Pat Bowers, Maydell 
Osceola, Annie Tiger, Cornelia Osceola, Bonnie Motlow, Jo Motlow 
North, Cindi Adair and Donna Turtle, took the classes to learn more about 
doll making, as well as share their knowledge and stories. 

Betty Osceola, Maggie Osceola and Minnie Doctor taught the classes. 
Class attendee and Tribal Language Instructor Donna Turtle said with 
these classes, the Tribe’s culture lives on. 

“Maggie, Minnie and Betty are the doll-makers and they teach so that 
others will learn,” Turtle said. 

Instructor Betty Osceola said she has made dolls for about 20 years. 
She added that she started making horse dolls much later in her doll-mak- 
ing career. 

“The final project can take days to be complete,” Osceola said. 

She said after making the man doll or horse, the students then made 
patchwork for the clothes and sewed it on before their project’s comple- 
tion. The instructors showed the younger students how to make a tradition- 
al Seminole doll first before moving on to this more advanced project. 

The teachers constructed the dolls and horses with Palmetto fiber, cot- 
ton, wooden rods and different color yam or thread. 

A handpicked group of Seminole Police Dept, officers, Dee Turing, 
Oscar Baez, Bobby Betz and Michele Daza, also helped out. The officers 
assisted the classes each night by cooking traditional Seminole foods for 
the participants to enjoy. 


Doll-Making Classes 



(L-R) Cindi Adair and her Grandmother Cornelia Osceola participated in the class 
to learn and practice the traditional doll-making craft. 


Council Holds Special 
Session Meeting 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Tribal Council convened on the 
Hollywood Reservation on Aug. 15 for a special session meeting. 
They passed four resolutions on the agenda, including: 

Resolution 4: Termination of business lease no. 48 (Hollywood 
Mobile Estates Limited) - Hollywood; Reservation; 

Resolution 5: Application for registration of the trade name 
Seminole Estates as a fictitious name by the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida with the Florida Department of State; Ratification; 

Resolution 6: United Community Management Corporation 
property management agreement with the Seminole Tribe of Flori- 
da; Ratification; 

Resolution 7 : Authorization of Tribal Council to open a new 
checking account for Seminole Tribe of Florida D/B/A Seminole 
Estates at First United Bank; Ratification. 

Board Convenes for 
Special Meeting 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Tribal Board of Directors met on the 
Hollywood Reservation on Sept. 10 for a special meeting. They 
passed six resolutions on the agenda, including: 

Resolution 5: Authority to offer the return of the authority for 
the operation of the Big Cypress Rock Pit to the Tribal Council; 

Resolution 6: Approval of Buddy Levy as General Counsel; 

Resolution 7: Approval of Timber and Forest Products Har- 
vesting Policy; 

Resolution 8: Approval of granting a limited waiver of sover- 
eign immunity for p-card with Fifth Third Bank; 

Resolution 9: Approval of lease with Johns Family Enterpris- 
es, LLC; and, 

Resolution 10: FY 2009 authorization for continued funding of 
corporate operations. 

| BIG CYPRESS 

Swamp Safari Wins Fifth 
‘Best Guided Tour’ Award 

Readers of Florida Monthly 
Magazine Honor Tribal Park 

BY CINDY MALIN 
Billie Swamp Safari 

BIG CYPRESS — The readers of Florida Monthly magazine 
have voted Billie Swamp Safari as offering the best guided tour in 
Florida for the fifth year in a row. 

“We are honored that the readers of the magazine nominated 
and chose Billie Swamp Safari for this prestigious award for a fifth 
time,” said park director Ed Woods. “We are proud to be able to 
offer such a unique and educational experience to park visitors.” 

The magazine surveyed readers, asking them to nominate and 
vote for their choices for the 2008 Best of Florida awards. More 
than 600,000 votes came in to honor Florida’s bests. 

Florida Monthly will officially reveal their 13th Annual Best 
of Florida winners in the magazine’s October 2008 issue. The com- 
plete list of winners will appear on www.floridamagazine.com, 
Florida Monthly’s website for the entire year. 



| FT. PIERCE 


Ft. Pierce Youth Attend 
Play, Pizza Party 

BY VALERIE MAR0NE 
Contributing Writer 

The Family Services Dept, and Ft. Pierce Liaison Sally Tom- 
mie teamed up to sponsor a pizza party and trip to see a play for Ft. 
Pierce youth on June 20. 

The youth attended a pizza party at the Fort Pierce Field 
Office, followed by an onstage production of James and the Giant 
Peach at the Riverside Children’s Theater in Vero Beach. The youth 
reported having a wonderful time and would like to attend other 
plays in the future. 


Passport Services Offered to Tribal Citizens 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 


Staff Reporter 


Miami Passport Agency employees 
set up a mock office to assist Tribal citi- 
zens through the application process to 


HOLLYWOOD — For the first time ever, the either renew, or obtain a passport for the 
Seminole Tribe offered citizens a chance to get their first time. Passport Examiner Louis Cor- 
passport apphcations processed onsite at the Holly- doba said his office processes most appli- 
wood Auditorium on Aug. 13. 



cations in a post office or courthouse set- 
ting. 

“This is a first-time initiative 
that the passport agency has done,” 
Cordoba stated. 

He also said the Miami office 
processes applications that come 
by mail. However, by coming to 


the Tribal offices, he said himself 
and other colleagues could better 
assist Tribal citizens through the 
process, and also answer any ques- 
tions they had. 

Big Cypress Administrative 
Projects Officer Nery Mejicano 
coordinated the event. Mejicano 
also took passport photos for those 
applying. 

Mejicano said since the Tribe 
now owns the Hard Rock, an inter- 
national corporation, more Tribal 
citizens travel to other countries. 
Stephen Bowers of Hollywood said 
he looks forward to using his pass- 
port to do just that, and hopes to 
visit Hard Rock Hotels in other 
countries. 



Stephen Bowers has his passport picture taken because he said 
he hopes to use his passport to travel to travel internationally and 
see some of the Hard Rock Hotels around the world. 


Marisol G< 

Alice Billie waits for her pictures so she can turn in her com- 
pleted application. She also applied for her 9 month old 
daughter’s passport at the event. 


passport session, to be held at the Tampa Hard Rock 
Mejicano said he worked on bringing the on an undetermined future date, 
passport agency directly to the Tribe for near- Those who do not have a birth certificate can 
ly a year. In addition to the Hollywood stop, contact the Tribal Secretary’s Office to obtain the 
Tribal citizens from reservations and com- necessary information so they can begin the applia- 
munities farther north can attend the second tion process to get a passport. 
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HOLLYWOOD 

Carnival-Themed Constitution Day Marks 51 Years 

Tribal Event Commemorates 51 Years of Constitution 




“We shouldn’t really just have one certain day, 
we should he celebrating that every day and be 
grateful to our elders,” he added. 

The Hollywood Recreation Dept, also organ- 
ized different games for those in attendance to com- 
pete in. The youngsters gravitated more to the 
friendly horseshoe and free throw basketball com- 
petitions. 

Francisco Rodriguez and Ariah Osceola took 
first place in the 11 and younger and 15-17 year old 
free throw competitions, respectively. 

Meanwhile, skateboarders Luke Baxley Jr., 
Richard Primeux, Tameron Wilcox and Joel Puente 
used the outdoor basketball court to practice their 
sport of choice as DJ Zack “TRUTH” Battiest 
entertained the crowd by playing CDs. 

Directly behind the outdoor basketball stands, 
attendees could watch a video presentation of last 
year’s 50th anniversary spectacular, which took 
place at the Hard Rock Live on Aug. 21. Seminole 
Broadcasting’s award-winning media team pro- 
duced the video. 


.Jt 

Felix DoBosz 

Richard Primeaux bungees up and down during the Constitution Day festivi- 
ties on Aug. 23. 


B Y FELIX D OBOSZ The entire west side of 64th Ave., directly 

Staff Reporter across from the Seminole baseball field, turned into 

an amusement park for kids of all ages to enjoy. An 
HOLLYWOOD — Tribal families took part in assortment of carnival rides, as well as a small pet- 
a carnival-themed 5 1st anniversary of the signing of ting zoo and pony rides, kept the kids entertained 
the Seminole Constitution and Corporate Charter leading up to the evening’s extravaganza — a 30 
on Aug. 23 at the ball field. minute fireworks display. 

Tribal citizen Everett Osce- 
ola brought some of his children 
to try out some of the fun carni- 
val rides. However, he said he 
also wanted them to give thanks 
for those who came before and 
made such celebrations possible. 

“If it wasn’t for our elders 
who fought for a Constitution to 
give us the power we have now, 
the wealth we have now, the 
casinos ... we wouldn’t have 
what we have today,” Osceola 
said. “When 1 was younger we 
really didn’t have any of this.” 


Felix DoBosz Felix DoBosz 

(L-R) Luke Baxley Jr., Richard Primeaux, Tameron Wilcox and Joel Puente Rice, Mary and dad, Marl Osceola, take a break from the festivities and get a bite to eat. 
practice their skateboarding skills on the outdoor basketball court. 



Felix DoBosz 

Kids enjoy the rides at Hollywood’s Constitution Day celebration. 



Felix DoBosz 


Junior Battiest (R) hands son, DJ Zach Battiest (C), the next CD selection 
as a fan looks on. 



Felix DoBosz 


(L-R) Alani Frank, Maryjane Osceola and Xiora Osceola enjoy the Pirates 
Revenge ride together. 
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IMMOKALEE 


Community Celebrates the End of Summer with Party 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — All of the major 
departments servicing the Immokalee com- 
munity spent weeks organizing the End of 
Summer Block Party so Immokalee ’s youth 
could enjoy one last major event before 
beginning the new school year. 

“This is Immokalee ’s third Summer 
Block Party and I see a vast improvement 
each year,” Immokalee Board Liaison 



Judy Weeks 


(L-R) Alexis Jimmie and Jaylee Jimmie cool off 
on the water slide. 


Delores Jumper said. “The participation of 
the departments has been extraordinary and 
the youngsters are deriving a lot of benefit 
from their efforts.” 

The daylong activities began at 9 a.m. 
on Aug. 15 with a nature walk led by 
Immokalee ’s Asst. Board Liaison Edward 
Aguilar and Eric Sanders of Billie Swamp 
Safari. The two guided the children along 
the woodland trails behind the community, 
pointing out interesting characteristics of 
the region and native plants, including the 
poisonous ones and those used for food and 
medicinal purposes. 

“The bark of the willow tree contains a 
small quantity of acetaminophen, which is 
the active ingredient in several medications 
for the relief of minor aches and pains, as 
well as headaches,” Aguilar said. “Our Cre- 
ator provided our ancestors with natural 
sources of food and medicine for survival.” 

Reaching their final destination at the 
Karen Cypress Recreation Park and Ball 
Field, Family Services’ Aftercare Specialist 
Fred Mullins met the group. He gave a brief 
presentation, followed by a question and 
answer portion, which emphasized the chal- 
lenges facing today’s youth. 

“Your ancestors knew how to live with 
the land and survive the daily challenges of 
gathering and growing food, building shel- 
ters, doctoring the sick and protecting them- 
selves,” Mullins said. “Today’s challenges 
are much the same, but we approach them in 
a different manner.” 

“One of the biggest enemies that will 
confront you is alcohol and drugs,” contin- 



(L-R) Randee Osceola, Randean Osceola, Alexis Jimmie and Destinee Jimmie decorate the Housing 
Dept.’s cardboard display at the End of Summer Block Party. 



(R) makes a presentation about alcohol and Joseph Walker prepares to shoot the tunnel at 

the skateboard park. 



Judy Weeks 

Immokalee’s Asst. Board Liaison Edward Aguilar (R) offers the youngsters the opportunity to smell 


Family Service’s Aftercare Specialist Fred Mullins 
drug prevention. 

ued Mullins. “Your best weapon is learning 
how to say ‘No’ and turning to your family 
and community for the support you need to 
exert self control. You have the power to 
build a bright future for yourself, your Tribe 
and your descendants.” 

Prior to visiting the display booths set 
up by various Tribal departments, Asst. 
Immokalee Recreation Dept. Director Vir- 
ginia Garcia-Sanders handed each of the 
youngsters a report card with the participat- 
ing departments’ names on it. 

“As you travel from booth to booth, we 
need you to hsten, observe and grade us on 
our efforts,” said Garcia-Sanders. Our 
theme is ‘Be on the A Team’ and that applies 
to us, as well as you. If you like what you 
see, give us an ‘A;’ but if we need improve- 
ment, you need to let us know.” 

Departments including Family Servic- 
es, Health, Education, Library, Recreation, 
Immokalee Youth Ranch, Housing, Utili- 
ties, Culture and Seminole Police dispersed 
information and tools that will benefit each 
student’s education. The Recreation Dept, 
provided each student with a gym bag that 
they quickly filled with “Education All 
Star” T-shirts, school supplies, educational 
aides and arts and crafts materials. 

The Sem in ole Police Dept. (SPD) and 
Immokalee Housing Dept, set up two of the 
most popular booths at the event. 

At the SPD booth, department employ- 
ees captivated a large audience as they made 
a presentation of the tools of their trade, 
talked about youth involvement in crime 
prevention and public safety issues. The 


the wild mint growing beside the trail. 

Immokalee Housing Dept, had the children 
use markers to decorate two cardboard 
houses which they will display in their 
offices. 

The Immokalee Youth Ranch supported 
the “Back to School Blast Off” by supplying 
water slides, bounce houses and other water 
park favorites. Their carnival-style conces- 
sion met with the approval of children of all 
ages. 


In addition, several of Immokalee’s 
more daring athletes took turns showing off 
their skills in the recently-opened skate- 
board park. Several of the youngsters 
already joined the extreme sport’s training 
club and were showing off their new skills. 
Helmets have been ordered and signups 
were taken for Skater’s Nation, which 
stands for Seminole Kids Advancing Tribal 
Extreme Recreation for a Sober Nation. 


SEMINpLE 

BAIL BOUNDS 
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IMMOKALEE 

Seniors Learn Home Security Tips at Seminar 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 


IMMOKALEE — Seminole Fire Rescue and the 
Seminole Police Departments (SPD) provided a semi- 
nar on home security at the Senior Center on Aug. 28. 
The main topic of discussion was home security tips to 
enhance individual safety. 

Crime Prevention Officer Tom Faherty’s opening 
remarks set the tempo for the SPD presentation. 

“Don’t allow yourself to hecome an accomphce to 
thieves waiting for the opportunity to take advantage of 
you,” Faherty said. “Something as simple as a broom- 
stick in a sliding glass door track or locking a window 
open at no more than four inches, can make the differ- 
ence in home invasion.” 

Highlights included proper exterior lighting, 
motion detectors, remembering to remove keys and 
lock vehicles, securing lawnmowers, four-wheelers and 
bicycles and adequate yard maintenance. A well kept 
yard indicates occupancy, according to Faherty, who 
also advised the seniors to never let anyone know when 
they are home alone. 

“When traveling, you need to prepare your resi- 
dence for your absence,” said Faherty. “Timers that 
activate interior lights at sundown deter breaking and 


entering. Someone should be designated to collect mail 
and newspaper delivery and make frequent inspections 
of your premises.” 

Representing Fire & Rescue, Paramedic Bob Levy 
addressed safety factors within the residence. Extension 
cords, overloaded outlets, blocked exits, flammable 
materials near lights, faulty cooking appliances and 
unsecured area rugs represent common household safe- 
ty problems. Improper placement or lack of mainte- 
nance of smoke detectors and fire extinguishers intensi- 
fy the situation, he said. 

“With the current threat of tropical storms and hur- 
ricanes, many people overlook the obvious when 
installing storm shutters,” said Levy. 

He suggested regular shutter checks and always 
leaving one area unsecured as a second emergency exit. 
In the event of a calamity, the main entrance might get 
blocked with foreign debris, flooding or a fire hazard 
that could prevent departure. Levy recommended des- 
ignating a safe meeting place outside for household 
members to congregate and administer to emergency 
needs as soon as possible. 

Faherty went on to explain the importance of hav- 
ing a portable generator in the event of a power outage. 

“Portable generators can make the difference 
between life and death,” explained Faherty. “In addition 
to supplying power for oxygen and 
medical purposes, they provide for 
refrigeration, lighting, temperature 
control and cooking.” 

“Never place a generator inside 
your home, garage or close to your air 
conditioning unit,” he added. Carbon 
monoxide poisoning is a common 
cause of death from these mistakes. 

Immokalee Tribal Council Liai- 
son Elaine Aguilar directed a question 
to Levy regarding 911 responses to 
emergency situations on the reserva- 
tion. 

“Frequent delays have occurred 
during the past because the emergency 
operators hesitate to dispatch assis- 
tance without considerable prior infor- 
mation,” she said. “Because of stress 
and language barriers, calls are some- 
times made by a third party who is 
unable to provide immediate answers. 
What can we do to get a faster reaction 
time?” 

Levy responded: “Immokalee 
does not have its own ambulance serv- 
ice. Fire and Rescue and SPD coordi- 
nate with outside facilities. Unfortu- 
nately, the training for 911 operators 
on methods of gathering information 
does not necessarily meet the needs of 
your community. This is a matter that 
we are currently addressing and solu- 
tions are being devised.” 

“Dialing 911 remains the fastest 
means of emergency assistance for 
Immokalee,” he added. 

At the end of the presentation, 
event organizers encouraged the sen- 
iors to sign up for home security and 
safety inspections. 



SPD Crime Prevention Officer Tom Faherty talks to the Immokalee seniors 
about home security. 




Pedro Zepeda displays a small canoe and alligator as examples of Seminole woodcarving during his “Seminole Moments” 
presentation about sculpting. 


Zepeda Discusses Sculpting’s 
Evolution at ‘Seminole Moments 1 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — Pedro Zepeda of the Ah-Tah- 
Thi-Ki Museum gave a “Seminole Moments” presenta- 
tion, as part of the museum’s ongoing lecture series, on 
sculpting at the Immokalee Senior Center during a 
luncheon on Sept. 3. 

“Until recent times, the product of Native Ameri- 
can skills received the designation of crafts or utilitari- 
an usage,” said Zepeda, who studied art at Stetson Uni- 
versity in Deland, Fla. “References to these items as art 
forms were rare exceptions.” 

Passing two books around the room, he introduced 
his audience to Art without Reservations and Allan 
Houser ’s Native American Art. As one of the first teach- 
ers at the American Indian Art Institute in Santa Fe, 
N.M., Houser opened new avenues of thought on cul- 
tural skills and recognition of artistic talent. 

“Sculpting describes the transformation of raw 
materials into functional or decorative objects,” Zepeda 
said. “This holds true whether carving wood or stone, 
molding clay, casting bronze or weaving baskets.” 

“The term ‘pottery’ applied to vessels for holding,” 
he added. “And over centuries, it took on many shapes 
and sizes.” 

Holding up a crude clay howl in its bone dry stage, 


Zepeda pointed out that original Seminole pottery pos- 
sessed form and function, as well as unique decorative 
elements. Even the simplest object represents the 
expression of its artist who created it with his or her 
hands and imagination, he said. 

The discussion covered traditional and modem 
methods of molding clay, carving wood, shaping pal- 
metto and sweetgrass baskets. References to patchwork 
patterns and beadwork enhanced the art forms. The 
same materials with different applications reflect the 
talents and culture of the individual artist. An example 
was beadwork comparison from various regions depict- 
ing diverse Native American cultures. 

Zepeda used a small canoe, alligator and spoon for 
examples of typical woodcarving employed by the 
Seminoles to create functional objects and trade goods. 
His descriptions included the selection of a large tree 
for a dugout canoe to a small sapling for a wooden 
spoon or tourist souvenirs. He also made comparisons 
between traditional and modem tools ranging from fire, 
stone and bone to metal and eventually power equip- 
ment. 

Following a question and answer session, Zepeda 
explained the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum aims to create 
programs, such as “Seminole Moments,” to teach Trib- 
al citizens the traditional practices of their culture. 
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(L-R) Chastity Harmon, Alexus Gopher and Thomas Bearden sell baked goods to raise money for S.W.A.M.P. 


Youth Prevention Committee 
Holds Bake Sale, Car Wash 

BY VALERIE MARONE 
Contributing Writer 

BRIGHTON — During their sum- 
mer break from school, about 25 mem- 
bers of the Alcohol/Drug Youth Preven- 
tion Committee, a program of the 
S.W.A.M.P., or Seminoles Without 
Addictions Make Progress, conducted a 
bake sale and car wash to raise funds 
for S.W.A.M.P. activities. 

The fundraiser took place in the 
parking lot of the Trading Post on June 
28. All proceeds benefitted S.W.A.M.P. 
and the youth plan to use the monies 
raised to do community service proj- 
ects. 

The youngsters baked, frosted and 
packaged cookies, cupcakes and 
brownies with “Say No To Drugs” mes- 
sage cards on the day before the sale. 

On the day of the bake sale and car 
wash, they got their hands dirty with 
assistance from the Seminole Shine 
Mobile Car Wash, which let the partici- 
pants use their equipment free of 
charge. 



Submitted by Valerie Marone 

(L-R) Justice Baker and Sunni Bearden wash cars during the fundraiser. 


Meet SPD Officer Vanessia Baker 


SUBMITTED BY THE SEMINOLE POLICE DEPT. 

BRIGHTON — Sem in ole Police Dept. (SPD) 
Officer Vanessia Baker has worked for the department 
for almost six years. She works as a road patrol officer 
on the Brighton Reservation. 

Baker also serves the 
Tribal community by regularly 
putting on ATV safety classes, 
and by participating in a men- 
toring program. 

As part of this program, 
she keeps in touch with Tribal 
teens who have asked for help 
in staying drug and alcohol 
free. In addition, she monitors 
their progress in school and 
socializes with them, allowing 
the teens to contact her any 
time for advice, or just to talk. 



Submitted by SPD 
Officer Vanessia Baker 


Baker was horn in Seattle, Wash., and moved to 
Okeechobee, Fla. in 1989. She graduated from Okee- 
chobee High School and then began her law enforce- 
ment career as an auxiliary officer with the Okeechobee 
Police Dept. She went through the police academy at 
Indian River Community College in Fort Pierce, Fla. 

Her husband, Ronnie, also works in law enforce- 
ment. When off duty Baker said she enjoys remodeling 
her home, reading and going to the beach. Baker is also 
the mother of 11 -year-old Tribal citizen Tyler Osceola. 


The Seminole Police Department has its motto, “Caring 
for Your Community,” lettered on the side of each 
patrol vehicle. To showcase this care, the department 
will submit articles in each edition of The Seminole 
Tribune to showcase its officers who performing this 
important task. 
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Grandparents Honored at 
Miccosukee School Production 


BY SHELLEY MARMOR 
Staff Reporter 

MICCOSUKEE — Nearly all the students from 
the Miccosukee Indian School donned their finest 
beach wear for The Beach Boys-themed Grandparent’s 
Day musical production, held at the school on Sept. 5. 

Students from the day care class through the sixth 
grade performed a song and dance routine to one of the 
hits made famous by surf-rockers, The Beach Boys. 
The songs included “Surfin’ USA,” “Good Vibrations,” 
“Surfin’ Safari,” “Be True to Your School” and “Do It 
Again.” 

School Principal Tom Albano said school staff 
selected the songs to help the about 50 grandparents in 
attendance remember fond memories of their younger 
years. Albano said this year’s attendance topped that of 
all previous years, admitting “we actually had more 
grandparents there than we’ve ever had.” 

Miccosukee Tribal Chairman Billy Cypress, who 
Albano called “a grandparent many times over,” wel- 
comed the students as well as the Miccosukee Tribal 
citizens and Seminole Trail community members to the 
event. 

“Look to your grandparents,” Chairman Cypress 
said to the students. “They know many things about 
yesterday, today and tomorrow.” 

Prior to the event, the students practiced their song 
and dance routines for about a month in their music 
class with Teacher Rosie Cipolla. 

“All the students take music here, and they 
rehearsed in their music class,” Albano said. “Some- 
times they would also rehearse in their regular educa- 
tion class.” 

The Grandparent’s Day production, now in its 
ninth year, has in previous years featured the songs of 
Elvis Presley and The Beatles, and also the Mother 
Goose rhymes. 

Albano said next year’s production might feature 
the hit songs of 1960s girl group Diana Ross & The 
Supremes; however, he said Cipolla, who coordinates 
the production, has not yet finalized plans. 



Cameron Osceola from the third grade class performs The 
Beach Boys’ 1966 No. 1 hit song, “Good Vibrations.” 



The day care class donned their finest beach wear for the performance of “Surfin’ USA.” 




Shelley Marmor Shelley Marmor 

Second graders (L-R) Katrina Bowers and Amarys Huggins (L-R) Memphis Billie, Kenyon Tiger and Effie Tiger, from the 
during their class’s performance of “Do It Again.” kindergarten class, during the “Surfin’ Safari” performance. 
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Miss Seminole Attends Schemitzun Pow-Wow 




Contributing Writer 


Miss Florida Seminole D’Anna Osceola (C) at the annual Schemitzun pow-wow. 


MASHANTUCKET, Ct. — The 
Feast of Green Com and Dance, also 
known as Schemitzun for the Mashan- 
tucket Pequot Tribe, took place Aug. 

21-24 at the Tribe’s Foxwoods pow- 
wow grounds. Miss Seminole D’Anna 
Osceola joined the thousands who 
attend this annual pow-wow, now in its 
16th year. 

The pow-wow gave Osceola a 
chance to make new friends, while 
chaperones Wanda Bowers and Chris- 
tine McCall reconnected with old 
friends from other Tribes. Then they all 
shared good food in the new harvest of 
the green com, and danced to the drum 
heat of the pow-wow songs. 

This year marked Osceola’s first 
appearance at Schemitzun. She and her 
group arrived on the evening of Aug. 

21, just in time to get some supper and 
meet and greet with some of the pow- 
wow’s attendees. Soon after eating, 

Osceola joined Claudia Spicer, known 
among the pow-wow crowd as “grand- 
ma,” and her son, Shawn Spicer, as 
they made their way to the floor to take 

part in social inter-Tribal dances. 

Osceola represented the Tribe She asked fellow attendee Christine McCall, the 2005- 

well, staying until the end of the dance competition and 2 006 Miss Seminole, about some of the dances, and 
taking in as many dancing performances as she could, inquired about the criteria for judging certain dances. 

The following morn- 
ing, Osceola and the rest of 
her group arrived bright 
and early for the Grand 
Entry. She, and all the other 
Tribal princesses in atten- 
dance, introduced them- 
selves to the pow-wow 
dancers and the audience. 

Osceola told the crowd 
that this trip to Schemitzun 
marked her first pow-wow 
appearance since receiving 
her crown. She said she 
enjoyed watching all the 
dancers, browsing through 
all the vendor’s wares and 
talking to other attendees 
about herself and the Semi- 
nole Tribe of Florida. 

She performed an 
introduction at the Grand 
Entry on each day of the 
pow-wow. On the final day, 
following her introduction, 
Osceola said her goodbyes 
to the Schemitzun crowd 
and said she had a great 
time attending. 

After leaving Con- 
necticut, Osceola returned 
to her home in Tallahassee 
where she began classes at 
Wanda Bowers Florida State University 
(L-R) Schemitzun Chairwoman Marjorie Colebut-Jackson and Miss Seminole 2008-2009. J ust one day later. 
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Charter School Hosts Reps. 
Before Student Elections 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School students 
and staff learned a lot about Tribal government and the election 
process on Aug. 28. 

Two of the Tribe’s most knowledgeable in those subject areas, 
Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Roger Smith and Brighton Board 
Rep. Johnnie Jones, spoke to the 
students and staff as they got ready 
to have Student Council elections. 
Both shared their thoughts on the 
Tribal election process as well as 
their job duties, responsibilities and 
commitments. 

Rep. Smith said he had a hum- 
ble start as he began his career in 
Tribal government, but admitted 
that the respect he holds within the 
community contributed to him 
occupying his current position. 

“We are here to help people 
and help make our reservation bet- 
ter; I want to try to take care of 
everybody,” he said. “We have 
come a long way to get where we 
are at now and I am glad to be rep- 
resenting Brighton.” 

As one of the leaders for the 
Rep. Jones’ role involves everything 
from the Tribe’s thriving cigarette and tobacco shops and Trading 
Posts to its beef and cattle operations. Jones said the Tribe current- 
ly ranks fourth in the state of Florida and 12th in the U.S. in cattle 
production. 

“One of the goals we, on the Board, have is that whatever we 
can do to help the community helps you all,” Rep. Jones said. 

Just in time for their own elections, which took place on Sept. 
19, he reminded the students and future leaders of their roles plac- 
ing an emphasis on leadership and selflessness for the entire group. 

“As a student you all must have 
goals for what you all want,” Rep. 

Jones pointed out. “Remember that 
your work is for the school and the 
other kids.” 

Pemayetv Emahakv teacher 
and Cultural Education Program 
sponsor Jade Braswell said the 
school’s election will simulate an 
actual adult’s campaign. She 
recalled last year’s election includ- 
ed all the bells and whistles includ- 
ing campaign posters, buttons, peti- 
tions, pens and speeches, just like 
the campaign strategies employed 
by those running for Tribal Council 
and Board seats. The school logo 
and its mascot were just two of the 
major issues students decided by 
voting last year. 

Braswell said she has assisted 
with teaching the students about the election and campaigning 
process since the school opened its doors last year. 

“It is important, but challenging, in teaching some of the 
younger kids,” Braswell explained. “The honor of being voted for 
and the travels, et cetera, get the students really excited and 
involved.” 

School Principal Russ Brown said holding Student Council 
elections will help those students who will eventually go on to 
serve as Tribal representatives an early start. 

“Being a leader is not for everyone, but this process opens up 
the door for them to learn whether they fit into that role,” Brown 
said. “I think it is a great educational experience for them.” 




Chris C. Jenkins 


Brighton Board of Directors 
Rep. Johnnie Jones 


Tribe in major business deals, 



Chris C. Jenkins 

McGruff the Crime Dog (C) joins the youth, Ft. Pierce Liaison S. R. Tommie (L) and members of SPD, at the first annual Back to School Pizza Party on Aug. 12. 


Back to School Party Held for 
Ft. Pierce Community Members 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

FT. PIERCE — Community 
members, guests and Tribal educators 
took part in the first annual Back to 
School Pizza Party, held at Chupco’s 
Ranch on Aug. 12. 

With the school year right 
around the comer, Fort Pierce Liai- 
son S.R. Tommie said the event “was 
designed to be fun and educational.” 

Liaison Tommie, who helped 
host the event, and other organizers 
distributed school supplies to the 
youngsters, while face painting and 
other activities kept them entertained. 

“Education is one of those things 
you can do for yourself and it is free,” 
Liaison Tommie said. 

Members of the Tribe’s Educa- 
tion Dept., including Director Emma 
Johns and Higher Education Advisor 
Linda Iley, also attended the event. 
The two offered words of encourage- 


ment to the youngsters and played 
educational games with them. 

“We want to encourage them to 
do their best this year, and inform 
them about the services the Educa- 
tion Dept, provides, and let them 
know we are here for them,” Iley 
said. 

Liaison Tommie added that the 
Ft. Pierce community has the highest 
per capita attendance rates of all Trib- 
al communities and reservations. She 
said members of her community take 
education to heart and value its 
importance. 

“There is no reason why every 
one of us can not do something that is 
going to he accounted for positively 
in our lives,” Tommie said. 

Hope Sneed, Crystal Sneed, 
Marty Tommie, Sheree Tommie and 
Karissa Tommie also received higher 
education acknowledgements at the 
event. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Education Dept. Director Emma Johns (C) with community youth. 


Tribal Citizen Kaylynn 
Pewo Earns Her GED 

BY JASMINE PORTER 


HOLLYWOOD — Kaylynn Pewo isn’t the average 19-year- 
old. She has overcome many obstacles in the last couple of years; 
however, she recently reached an academic milestone after many 
struggles. 

After dropping out of 
high school, her motivation to 
obtain an education dwin- 
dled, and her goal of receiv- 
ing a diploma seemed further 
and further away. 

But instead of putting it 
off or giving up, Pewo 
focused all her energy into 
completing the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida’s General 
Equivalency Diploma (GED) 
Program. On May 19 her hard 
work paid off when she 
received her GED. 

Pewo said the hardest 
part about getting her GED 
was keeping up with the work 
and her studies, and having 
the will power to complete it. 
She also admitted she could 
overcome these difficulties 
because she had a lot of sup- 
port. 

“I knew that if I didn’t try 
hard enough, I knew I wasn’t 
going to get it,” Pewo said. “I 
knew that it was within arm’s 
reach; my family really supported and encouraged me. They told 
me that once I got it, I will feel so much better and college would 
be so much easier to get into since I have my GED.” 

Pewo worked on her GED by meeting with a tutor several 
times a week, doing homework, testing, and studying. She now 
plans to use the skills she learned toward attending a cosmetology 
school in Ft. Myers. 

For all those out there working on attaining their GED or 
thinking about it, Pewo offered valuable advice. 

“You can do it,” she said. “And once you get it, you will feel 
so much better about yourself.” 

For more information on how to obtain a GED, please call 
(954) 989-6840, Ext. 10557. 



Ahfachkee School Students Receive Incentive Awards 

New Principal Walt Swain Meets Community Members at Fun-Filled Event 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — More than 200 people 
attended the annual Incentive Awards, held in the 
Herman L. Osceola Gymnasium on Aug. 21 — 
just in time to motivate students for the start of a 
new school year. 

Students in grades pre-kindergarten through 
12th received their awards to a packed-house 
crowd of parents, family members and friends. 

The Ahfachkee School’s new Principal Walt 
Swan (Cheyenne River Sioux) also had a chance 
to meet the community at the event. Swan for- 
merly served as the Indian Education Director in 
the Tacoma, Wash, area, where he represented 
more than 500 students in 115 Tribes. 

“Other Tribes do not put as much of an effort 
into celebrating education,” he said. “I want to 
take Ahfachkee to the new level. We need to be 


putting kids at the next level and it starts now at a 
young age.” 

The South Dakota native recently relocated 
to the Sunshine State from Tacoma with his wife 
of 17 years, Lena, and three children, Zane, 
Stephen and Allie. Swan said he and his family 
received an impressive welcome to Seminole 
Country as he transitioned into his new position. 

“It has been an honor that the Tribe chose me 
to come in and help represent this community,” 
Swan said. “I want to he here for a long time.” 

In addition to meeting their new principal, 
Ahfachkee’s students and the event attendees lis- 
tened to a speech from Tribal citizen Jarrid 
Smith, graduate of Florida Atlantic University, 
and former football player. Smith spoke about 
family values, Seminole pride and culture, his 
college experiences and future goals in life, 
including earning his master’s degree in commu- 
nications this December. 


“You never know what you are going to be 
doing in life,” he said. “Even if college is not for 
you there can be other things to accomplish and 
achieve.” 

Big Cypress Education Advisor Patrick 
McElroy emceed the event, his seventh Incentive 
Awards ceremony. He said his hard working staff 
continues to make the ceremonies easier to coor- 
dinate each year. According to McElroy, the num- 
ber of award honorees has doubled in the seven 
years he has assisted with the event. 

“Education has become a lot more important, 
and it is being promoted very well in the Tribe 
also,” McElroy said. 

More Photos and 
Award Recipient’s List 
Page 2B 



Big Cypress Education Advisor Patrick McElroy (Center, Back Row) announces the 3.76-3.99 GPA Incentive Award recipients. 
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Ahfachkee’s Incentive Awards Recipients 



The school’s pre-kindergarten Incentive Awards recipients. 


Higher Education: Megan Otero 
High School Graduates: Benny 
Hernandez, Trisha Walker 
GED: Kaylynn Pewo 
Kindergarten Graduates: Shana 
Balentine, Richard Billie Jr., Carlee 
Billie, Jalycia Billie, Breanna Bowers, 
Elise Brown, Charli Frye, Leilani 
Gopher, Kylen Jumper, Tash-sho-tah- 
che Jumper, Rickardo Rodriguez, 
Alena Stockton, Martha Tiger 

Perfect Attendance: Ethan 
Balentine, Elisah Billie, Jathaniel 
Brooks, Dalton Koenes, Dayra 
Koenes, Kaitlin Osceola 

Straight A’s: Ahnie Cypress- 
Jumper 

Three or Less Days Absent: Dar- 
lah Cypress, Quenton Cypress, 
Ramona Jimmie, Bradley Osceola, 
Sarah Osceola, Savannah Tiger, 
Tequesta Tiger 

All A’s and B’s/3.99-3.76 GPA: 
Bionca Acosta, Cassandra Alexander, 
Elisah Billie, Eliza Billie, Eyanna Billie, 
Graysun Billie, Leauna Billie, Sabre 
Billie, Thomlynn Billie, Jathaniel 
Brooks, Gloria Brooks, Alyssa Burnett, 
Chancy Curry, Darlah Cypress, Dawna 
Cypress, Kegan Cypress, Steven 
Frank, Romeo Garcia, Leslie Gopher 
Jr., Kevin Ivey, Michelle Jimmie, 


Jonessa Jones, Katessa Kirkland, 
Sierra Kirkland, Dayra Koenes, Can- 
delario Landin III, Jessica Lopez, Mika 
Lopez, Chaska Osceola, Emmitt 
Osceola, Kaitlin Osceola, Brendan 
Otero, Justin Roff, Trisha Walker, 
Annabelle Whiteshield 

3.75-3.0 GPA: Charles Alexander 
III, Christian Alexander, Christopher 


Alexander, Ricky Joe Alumbaugh, 
Chelsey Alvarado, Jonah Alvarado, 
Malari Baker, Ethan Balentine, Tana 
Bear-Osceola, Katherine Bert, Roder- 
ick Bert, Jazmine Billie, Levi Billie, 
Natasha Billie, Shawna Billie, Stevie 
Billie, Tyrus Billie, Troy Cantu, Jose 
Cisneros Jr., Jacob Cotton, Anthony 
Cypress, Dasani Cypress, Michaela 
Cypress, Mya Cypress, Myron 
Cypress, Ouenton Cypress, Sydnee 
Cypress, Renee Engel, Bianco Fer- 
nandez, Marco Flores, Hershel Frank, 
Colby Herrera, Marley Herrera, Katri- 
na Huggins, Susie Jim, Monique Jim- 
mie, Precious Jimmie, Katinna 
Jumper, Kaylee Jumper, Dalton 
Koenes, Andre Landin, Haden Little- 
bear, Margie Lugo, Trevon Marks, 
Anthony Oliver, Emely Ortiz, Tia 
Osborne, Bradley Osceola, Sarah 
Osceola John Robbins Jr., Destiny 
Robbins, Thoya Robbins, Ignacia 
Rodriguez, Leandra Rodriguez, Carlos 
Romero, Hanna Smith, Savannah 
Tiger, Tequesta Tiger, Abraham Tiger- 
tail, Trinity Williams, Echo Wolf, Silver 
Wolf 

Pre-K Certificates: Carlos 
Bermudez, Caleb Billie, Kobe Billie, 
Katrina Columbo, Valholly Frank, 
Kamari Ivey, Barbara Jimmie, 
Ramona Jimmie, Billie, Canaan 
Jumper, Hehchoo-ye Jumper, Alani 
Marks, Adrian Mendoza, Leo Osceola- 
Onco, Brandi Osceola, Cale Osceola, 
Dacia Osceola, Camden Rhymes, Lib- 
erty Robbins, Willie Smith, Amaya 
Solano 

Awards and certificates: Tana 
Bear-Osceola, Kobe Billie, Levi Billie, 
Mahala Billie-Osceola, Jathaniel 
Brooks, Gloria Brooks, Elise Brown, 
Kamari Ivey, Kevin Ivey, Hechchoo-ye 
Jumper, Tash-sho-tah-che Jumper, 
Jessica Lopez, Mika Lopez, Trevon 
Marks, Brendan Otero, Annabelle 
Whiteshield 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Guest speaker and Florida Atlantic University graduate Jarrid Smith. 



(L-R) Kindergarten Teacher Bernadette Schyvinch discusses class activities and curriculum with Minnie Tigertail. 


Parents, Students, Teachers Attend 
Ahfachkee School’s Open House 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — With the 
2008-2009 school year underway, 
students, their families and mem- 
bers of the faculty and staff, attend- 
ed a meet and greet during the 
Ahfachkee School Open House, 
held in the cafeteria on Aug. 25. 

Ninth- 12th grade English and 
science teacher Angela Proctor said 
60 percent of this year’s curriculum 
will come from the computer sys- 
tem Plato® Learning. This system 
will provide personahzed instruc- 
tion, technology-based teaching 
tools and standards-driven assess- 
ments to manage academic 
improvement, according to the 
plato.com website. 

Proctor, who joined the Ahfach- 


kee School’s faculty this year, said 
the other 40 percent of the instruc- 
tion will come from hands-on teach- 
ing. 

“I just want to keep the kids 
coming through, reduce the dropout 
rate and see them graduate,” Proctor 
emphasized. 

In fact, the Ahfachkee’s atten- 
dance has improved with 43 high 
school students enrolled for the 
2008-2009 school year. This num- 
ber marks Ahfachkee’s highest high 
school enrollment since the school 
relocated to its current location in 
1991. 

In addition, Instructional Aide 
Trisha Reis said the school has 
changed a lot with the implementa- 
tion of technology-based programs 
like Plato® Learning, class size 
growth, and more programs to offer 


since she last worked for the school 
four years ago. 

“It is exciting to be back in the 
area,” she said. “I really love and 
have missed working with the kids 
and the environment also.” 

President Richard Bowers Jr. 
attended the event and offered 
words of encouragement to the stu- 
dents and teachers as they began 
their school year. 

“We want to make sine all our 
youth are educated because they are 
our future,” President Bowers said. 
“Everything that will be done over 
the course of this year is very appre- 
ciated from our teachers.” 

He also gave some words of 
advice to the students, telling them 
to “pay attention in class, listen to 
your parents, eat your food and 
behave.” 
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NATIVE BOOK REVIEW 


BY RAMONA KIYOSHK 


[Editor’s Note: Ramona Kiyoshk is a freelance Digger, a former carnival worker who now rifles 
writer and member of the Ojibway First Nation ofWal- through dumpsters for salvage. 

pole Island, Ontario. The opinions she expresses are Rounders, they call themselves, and they live hy 
her own. She can be reached at the code of the street, behaviors developed to ensure 
satin.moccasins@gmail.com.] survival in their treacherous world. They are tough, 

As I finished the last page of Ragged Company, the ragged and wily. They probably smell, but this is 
newest novel by Ojibway wordsmith Richard referred to only a couple of times. 

Wagamese, I thought, “What a neat book.” This unlikely aging quartet roams the streets by 

Upon reflection, it hit me that I just finished read- day, offering each other companionship and protection, 
ing what may become one of the most important works and sharing smokes. A bottle is always handy, snug 
of modem fiction. inside someone’s coat. They visit the mission, drop-in 

Writers who make a living at their craft don’t like centers, soup kitchens and other spots where the home- 
the pressure of being compared to icons from the clas- less gather. At night they go their separate ways to 
sics, but book columnists need a measuring stick, or spend the dark hours alone. It is their personal time. The 


some other frame of refer- 
ence to help their readers 
relate. So, at the risk of blas- 
phemy, I will venture into 
that unholy turf. Ragged 
Company’s sweeping land- 
scapes, larger-than-hfe char- 
acters, and the author’s pas- 
sionate grasp of the day’s 
social issues reminded me of 
the best of John Steinbeck. 

The belly of homeless- 
ness is split open, spilhng out 
guts, blood and revulsion. 
Not for the squeamish. Each 
of the four main players 
comes from a place that no 
human being should ever 
inhabit: Seedlings with pos- 
sibility left unattended, 
shunted to the wayside in a 
country that professes to care 
for its weak and its children. 
That sentiment is voiced 
mightily by Digger, one of 
the homeless characters, as 
he rages when his illiterate 
friend, Dick, goes missing in 
the downtown jungle and the 
police are reluctant to help. 

The city that provides 
the backdrop for this drama 
is not named, but there are 
hints that it could be Toronto, 
Canada. 

While the story is 
wrenching, there is redemp- 
tion. Not as a big blinding 
light at the end, like Paul on 
the road to Damascus, but 
flowing through the story, 
from beginning to end. It is 
manifested differently in 



RAGGED- 

COMPANY 

■ — ''-RICHARD 
a WAGAMESE 

Ragged Company 

By: Richard Wagamese 
Category: Fiction 
Format: Hardcover, 376 pages 
Publisher: Doubleday Canada 
Publication Date: August 2008 
Price: $29.95 


men have their secret places 
and Amelia goes to a shelter, 
where it is safer for women. 

For almost 15 years, this 
is the drill. Then an evil cold 
snap arrives, taking down 
some of the street people. 
Seeking warmth and shelter, 
the foursome decides to hole 
up inside a downtown movie 
theatre, and end up watching 
a foreign flick with subtitles. 
Going to the cinema 
becomes a weekly event for 
the group, providing a break 
in their bleak routine and cre- 
ating lively discussions. 

It is also where they 
meet Granite, an eccentric 
loner who will play a pro- 
found part in their luck, 
which is about to change dra- 
matically. Soon they will be 
tested and their private 
demons will become 
unleashed. If they are to stay 
together and survive, they 
will need more faith and for- 
titude than the street ever 
demanded. 

All the elements that 
played a role in author 
Wagamese ’s own tortured 
journey are present: loneli- 
ness, hunger, homelessness, 
addiction and despair. Gran- 
ite, the man the group met at 
the movies, is a journalist 
who left behind a high-pro- 
file career for anonymity. 
Richard Wagamese is him- 
self an acclaimed journalist 
who struggled to free himself 


each member of the coterie of homeless friends. of the Muse, like one fights to be free of a clinging mis- 

There is kindness in Amelia, an old Native woman, tress and in the end, marries her. 
whose street name is One for the Dead. She is a former Mostly this is a story about love, loyalty, and going 
residential school inmate and makes it her business to home. To read it is to become swept up into the lives of 
take care of the weak and ill she encounters on the some extraordinary people. Ragged Company will 
street. Double Dick Dumont, Metis, fleeing abuse and shake up your attitudes about the homeless and less for- 
grinding poverty, and carrying a terrible secret, cannot tunate. It will force you to take a closer look at your 
read or write. own value system. It may make you a more loving per- 

Still trapped in childhood, he brings an innocent son. 
charm to all he befriends. Timber, a tall, nervous loner, The humanity of all the players defines this story, 
is drawn reluctantly into the group by motherly One for and when all is said and done, it is what may save them, 
the Dead and the childlike Dick. The most verbal and Richard Wagamese is a great storyteller and a writer to 
the one the others look up to for his worldly wisdom, is watch, so brace yourself for an amazing read. 




‘I'uzvet & Entertainment 


Premium Seating For 
Alt Local & National Events 
Concerts ★ Sports ★ Theatre 

For All Events Call: 

(305) 444-TIXX (8499) (800) 881-8499 
Visit us at: www.preferreduitimate.com 


Happy with our Entertainment Service? 
Try our Full Travel Service 

Cruises + Hotels 4* Airlines 
30S-44S-6S66 or (666)445-6566 

Visit us at: www.preferretfultlmatetravel.com 


Upcoming Events: 

MAROON 5/COUNTING CROWS 
ELITE XC FIGHTS 
STAIND 
COMMON 
BOWWOW 
MEAT LOAF 
ALANIS MORISSETTE 
CHEETAH GIRLS 
WIDESPREAD PANIC 
TINA TURNER 
NEW KIDS ON THE BLOCK 
COLDPLAY 
THE BLACK CROWES 
MADONNA 
PANIC/DASHBOARD 
WWE RAW LIVE 
MIAMI DOLPHINS 
MIAMI HEAT 

FORD 400 CHAMPIONSHIP 


We Deliver * All Major Credit Cards Accepted 
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The Education Depart men I invites all ‘till- 1 2 th 
graders. AVP students. College and post graduate 
students to meet with representatives of different 
universities, colleges and technical schools. Come 
and learn about vour college/ career options!! ! 


Please contact your Reservation Advisors. Higher 
Education Advisor <a {954) 989-t)fi4{l„ ext. 10540 or 
AVP Administrator -a ext. 11)557. 


■rifl 


Calling all Seminole High School 
Senior Students and Adult Learners!!! 



Now is the time to think about your plans. 

A re you thinking of going to college and getting a 
degree or a vocational school to learn a trade? If so, 
call the Higher Education or Adult Vocational 
Program to assist you in applying and getting your 
paperwork done before the school's deadline. 

Co ntacts: Linda I ley at (954) 98W840, ext 10540 
ore-mail at eiley:? semtribe.com. 

Jasmine Porter at ext. 1 0557 ore-mail at 
iastBineporton@semtribe.com 


Indian Day Celebration 2008 

Seminole Okalee Indian Village 

September 26th & 27th, 2008 

September 26, 2008 September 27, 2008 
FREE ADMISSION * Regular Admission 

Doors open at 10:00am v Doors open at Noon 
Otter Feeding 11:00am y Alligator Wrestling 
Alligator Feeding 12:00pm y 1: ° 0 P m & 4 : 3 °P ra 
Cowbone 2pm-5pm y Blackhawk Blues Band 

Bear, Wildlife Show & * 2.00pm & 5.00pm 

Alligator Wrestling 4:00pm. Dance Troupe 3:00pm 




*ACnvmES SUBJECT TO CHANGE' 


KxISWteE 

SEMINOLE 

OtLALI I 1 FtOI m.N v Ik LaC I 

954-797-5551 5716 Seminole Way Holtytwod, FL 33314 
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Sports 



Labor Day Weekend 
All-Indian Golf 
Tournament Held 

BY JU DY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

NAPLES — Competitors in the All-Indian 
Labor Day Golf Tournament teed off at 8 a.m. on 
Sept. 1 at the Valencia Golf Course. Players repre- 
senting several reservations participated in the event, 
sponsored by the Big Cypress/Immokalee Recre- 
ation Depts. 

Players paired off in teams of two for a full 18 
holes of golf, with a closest to the pin incentive on 
four of the holes. 

Drawing Trey Boone for a partner proved a 
stroke of good fortune for golf enthusiast, Charlie 
Cypress, whose years of experience frequently place 
him in the winner’s circle. Competing against an all 
adult lineup, 12-year-old Boone and his partner 
swept everyone off their feet with a first place finish. 

Seminole Tribal citizen Boone began playing 
golf at age 6 and said he lives and breathes the game. 
He recently returned from Scotland, where he partic- 
ipated in the Junior European Golf Championship on 
May 29. The competition included young athletes 
from many nations and Boone placed 36th in the 
world. 

“I love the game and head for the links whenev- 
er I get the chance,” Boone said. “It’s always a great 
day when you get to play with your friends.” 

Rounding out the places, the team of Ricky Doc- 
tor and Keeno King took second, Raymond Garza Jr. 
and Virginia Billie came in third, Mondo Tiger and 
Ray Yzaguirre Jr. placed fourth and Johnny Boone 
Jr. and Cicero Osceola claimed the fifth spot. 

George Grasshopper received closest to the pin 
honors on hole 4; Johnny Boone on hole 8; Trey 
Boone on hole 12 and Keeno King on hole 17. 



Keeno King earns the closest to the pin honors on hole 17 
at the Labor Day Golf Tournament, held Sept. 1. 


‘Heavy Hitters’ 
Battle it Out at 
Hard Rock Live 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Seminole Warriors Boxing 
and Main Events sponsored seven bouts in ‘Heavy 
Hitters’ as part of ESPN’s Wednesday Night Fights, 
at the Hard Rock Live on Aug. 13. 

The event brought two of the sport’s high risers, 
“Mean” Joe Greene (20-0, 14 KOs) and Joel Julio 
(33-1, 30 KOs), back into the spotlight. 

With one loss between them and a more than 80 
percent knockout ratio in their professional fighting 
careers, they brought their A games to their matches. 
They faced seasoned contenders in the super welter- 
weight and light middleweight divisions. 

Greene, a crowd favorite and Warriors’ star 
fighter, said he came in feeling confident in the co- 
main bout. His last action was a ninth-round TKO 
win against Joshua Okine back in April. 

In ‘Heavy Hitters’ he was defending his North 
American Boxing Organization title and laying claim 
the vacant North American Boxing Association’s 
light middleweight title. Greene also continued his 
push toward a world title shot. 

His opponent, Jose Miguel Torres (20-4, 18 
KOs), used the fight to bounce back after losing a 
hard-fought bout against Charlie Jose Navarro by 
unanimous decision in June. 

In a battle to the end, Greene staved off Torre’s 
advances in what looked like a street brawl filled 
with knockdowns, tie-ups, slips, holding and hard- 
pounding shots throughout. With active hands and 
jabs as well as combo work, Greene went on to earn 
a unanimous decision win in 12 rounds: 118-107, 
118-107 and 119-106. 

“I expected everything that happened,” Greene 
said after the fight. “He kept coming and I never real- 
ly sensed he was hurt.” 

Greene, however, expressed his respect for his 
opponent’s skill. 

“He is a really experienced fighter and a world- 
class fighter,” Greene added. “He is the sharpest and 

Please see BOXING * Page 2C 



The 2007-2008 Board of Directors: (L-R) Paul Bowers Sr., Ivan Bruised Head, Melissa Gopher, Naha Jumper, Lizzie Dixey, Jeff Johns, Toi Andrews, Josh Jumper, Adam Turtle and Moses 
“Bigg” Jumper Jr., who all received acknowledgement at the banquet, held Aug. 24 at the Junior Cypress Entertainment Complex in Big Cypress. 


EIRA Recognizes 2008 Champions at Banquet 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Eastern 
Indian Rodeo Association (EIRA) held 
its 2008 Awards Banquet on Aug. 24 at 
the Junior Cypress Entertainment Com- 
plex. Climaxing a weekend of rodeo 
activities, the event drew a large crowd 
of Native American athletes. 

At the banquet, EIRA President 
Paul Bowers acknowledged the efforts 
of all the participants in the 2008 sea- 
son. 

“Sportsmanship and teamwork are 
the foundation for good rodeo,” said 
Bowers. “Whether your teammate has 
two legs or four, it takes hard work to 
develop the skills necessary to compete 
and all of you are champions in my 
book.” 

Youth Event Director Moses 
Jumper Jr., along with Jr. Seminole 
Rodeo Queen Ashton Baxley and Jr. 
Miss Seminole Brianna Bowers, pre- 
sented the 2008 awards. 

The Grand Champion in each event 
received a hand-tooled trophy saddle 
displaying the EIRA logo with their 
event title stamped on the leggings. The 
Reserve Champions each took home an 
engraved gold and silver trophy buckle 
bearing the association’s emblem. 

Stock contractor and past EIRA 
president Marty Johns received recogni- 
tion for the vital role he plays in sup- 
porting the association. He provides 
quality stock, announcers, judges, bull 
fighters, pickup men and arena labor for 
all of its performances. 

“I watched some of you take your 


first step into the arena, saw you pick 
yourself up out of the clay many times 
and now look forward to seeing you 
compete at the [Indian National Finals 
Rodeo],” Johns said. 

Acknowledging the important crew 
members that make rodeo possible, 
Johns made presentations to the pickup 
men, Spook Whidden and Clint Boney, 
as well as the bull fighters, John Copsey, 
Randel Osceola and Chris “Weasel” 
Forrest. Fritz Brewer came forward rep- 
resenting the judges and announcers. 

A brief assembly of the 2007-2008 
officers and directors gave the associa- 
tion members an opportunity to express 
their gratitude to the men and women 
who have volunteered their time 
throughout the year to make the EIRA 
possible. 

All Grand Champions in the Sanc- 
tioned Events will represent the EIRA at 
the 33rd Annual Indian National Finals 
Rodeo (INFR) in Las Vegas on Oct. 2-5. 
Averages earned at the Regional Finals 
held on Aug. 22-23 determined the sud- 
den death winners who will accompany 
the champions. 

The Broadcasting Dept, compiled 
highlights of the season and projected 
them on a screen at the front of the ban- 
quet room. Exceptional rides, near 
catastrophes and bloopers brought gasps 
and cheers from the audience. 

The annual meeting and election of 
officers and directors took place follow- 
ing the banquet dinner and presentation 
of awards. Newly elected officials will 
assume their duties immediately upon 
their return from the INFR in prepara- 
tion for the 2009 season. 



Boogie Jumper (R) tells Jr. Seminole Rodeo Queen Ashton Baxley (L) that she will take her 
Barrel Racing Championship Saddle to the Indian National Finals Rodeo in Las Vegas. 


More Photos and Results • Page 2C 


Big Turnout at Bowling Center for Tribute to Gibby 



Felix DoBosz 

Bobby Frank throws a ball down the lane at Gibby Bowers Memorial Tournament, held Aug. 16 in Davie, Fla. 


BY FELIX DOBOSZ 
Staff Reporter 

DAVIE, Fla. — About 90 Seminole citizens competed in the 
annual Gilbert “Gibby” Bowers Memorial Bowling Tournament, 
held Aug. 16 at SpareZ Bowling Center, to honor the memory of one 
of the Tribe’s best bowlers. 

President Richard Bowers Jr. said his nephew, Gibby, once 
bowled a perfect game. 

“He’s one of the guys that bowled a 300 one time,” President 
Bowers said. “He was in a bowling league and when you bowl a per- 
fect game they give you a big ring that commemorates 300.” 

While no bowlers in this tournament had a perfect game, Kevin 
Tommie and Crystal Weimann took first place with a combined score 
of 321 in Regular Doubles. In the Senior Division, David Jumper 
won first place for the men with a score of 498, and Mary Gay Osce- 
ola received top honors in the female category, scoring 509. 

With a little help from the Tribe, Eugene and Mary Bowers 
annually organize and sponsor this tournament in tribute to their son. 
Gibby’s older brother, Philmon Bowers, said his brother loved com- 
peting in the sport. He also said Gibby taught his family and friends 
how to bowl better by sharing his winning techniques with them. 

Tribal citizens, including Mitch Osceola, said attending the tour- 
nament keeps Gibby’s memory ahve. 

“I don’t bowl too much; I’m more of a golfer,” said Osceola. 
“But I like to bowl at these memorial tournaments, especially this 
one, because it’s a way to remember my friend Gibby and pay trib- 
ute to his family.” 

Osceola added that everyone who knew and bowled with Gibby 
liked him. 

More Photos and Results • Page 2C 
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“Mean” Joe Greene (R) uses his left jab to set up 
his right in the match-up against Jose Miguel 
Torres (L). Greene went on to win the fight. 

Boxing 

Continued from page 1 


most experienced I have faced so far.” 

According to the Warrior’s camp, 
Greene will next look to take on unbeaten 
Irishman John Duddy of New York later 
this year. Greene said he looks forward to 
this match-up and knows the winner will 
have a shot at the title. 

“We hoth represent New York, we hoth 
come to fight, and the winner of our hout 
can’t be ignored for a title shot,” Greene 
said. “So let’s make it happen.” 

In other action: Joel Juho (33-1, 30 
KOs) picked up his 34th win via retirement 
to an outmatched Jose Varela in the sixth 
round of the co-main event. 

Among welterweights, Warriors’ Jesus 
Pabon picked up his 12th win against Bul- 
mano Solis in six rounds. Kenny Galarza 
stayed undefeated winning by a KO in the 
second round against Orlando’s Devarise 
Crayton. Jeremy Bryan also stayed perfect, 
winning his bout against opponent Chris 
Hill by a unanimous decision in four 
rounds. 

In featherweight action, Vineash 
Rungea and Kaito Ferguson came to a draw. 

Lightweights Thomas Dulomer and 
David Rodriguez faced off, with Dulomer 
picking up his debut win. 

Members of the Tribal Council, includ- 
ing President Richard Bowers Jr. and Ft. 
Pierce Liaison S.R. Tommie attended the 
event. The next action for Warriors and the 
Hard Rock will he in November. 


Award Recipients Announced at EIRA’s 2008 End of the Year Banquet 


EIRA All Around Champions 

Men’s Champ: Kyle Dennison; Women’s Champ: Boogie Jumper 
Boy’s Champ: Kelton Smedley; Girl’s Champ: Kalgary Johns 

EIRA Grand Champions 

Sanctioned Events: Bareback Riding: 1 . Freddy WarBonnet; Saddle 
Bronc Riding: Tyler Humble; Steer Wrestling: Kyle Dennison; Calf Roping: 
Preston Williams; Women’s Breakaway: Carol Holyan; Barrel Racing: Boo- 
gie Jumper; Team Roping Header: Josh Jumper; Team Roping Heeler: 
Preston Williams; Bull Riding: Casey McDonald. 

Non-Sanctioned Events: Legends (50 and Over Breakaway): Billy 
Joe Johns; Mutton Bustin’’: Rayven King; Pony Riding: Andre Jumper; 
Calf Riding: Jobe Johns; 4-8 Barrel Racing: Ahnie Jumper; 9-12 Barrel 
Racing: Kalgary Johns; 12-18 Barrel Racing: Janae Braswell; Steer Rid- 
ing: Kelton Smedley; Jr. Bull Riding: Ethan Gopher; Jr. Breakaway: 
Chebon Gooden; Jr. Bareback: Chris Smith. 

EIRA Reserve Champions 

Sanctioned Events: Bareback Riding: Jacoby Johns; Saddle Bronc 
Riding: Ivan Bruised Head; Steer Wrestling: Ivan Bruised Head; Calf Rop- 
ing: Kyle Dennison; Women’s Breakaway: Lizzie Dixey; Barrel Racing: 
Mackenzie Bowers; Team Roping Header: Kyle Dennison; Team Roping 
Heeler: Hilliard Gopher; Bull Riding: Justin Gopher. 

Non-Sanctioned Events: Legends (50 and Over Breakaway): Rudy 
Osceola; Mutton Bustin’: Myron Billie; Pony Riding: Timothy Bearden; Calf 
Riding: Mark Holmes; 4-8 Barrel Racing: Dayra Koenes; 9-12 Barrel Rac- 
ing: Kelton Smedley; 13-18 Barrel Racing: Chebon Gooden; Steer Riding: 
Andre Jumper; Jr. Bull Riding: William Bearden; Jr. Breakaway: Kelton 
Smedley; Jr. Bareback: William Bearden. 

Sudden Death Qualifiers 

Bareback Riding: Jacoby Johns; Saddle Bronc Riding: Ivan Bruised 
Head; Steer Wrestling: Ed Holyan; Calf Roping: Kyle Dennison; Women’s 
Breakaway: Leanna Billie; Barrel Racing: Mackenzie Bowers; Team Rop- 
ing Header: Leanna Billie; Team Roping Heeler: Shawn John; Bull Riding: 
Justin Gopher. 



Jobe Johns (Center, Front Row) joins the Legends Champion, his father, Billy Joe Johns (Center, Back Row), as he receives his 
buckle earned at the Regional Finals Rodeo from Junior Seminole Rodeo Queen Ashton Baxley (L) and Paul Bowers Sr. (R) 



All Around Boy and Girl Champions (L-R, Front Row) Kalgary Johns and Kelton Smedley receive their (L-R) Junior Seminole Rodeo Queen Ashton Baxley hands Freddy WarBonnet the Grand Champion 

saddles from (L-R, Back Row) Junior Seminole Rodeo Queen Ashton Baxley and Paul Bowers Sr. Bareback Bronc Saddle. 



SERVICE DEPT. SPECIAL 
FREE PICKUP A DELIVERY TO SEMINOLE 
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Felix DoBosz 

Jack Smith Jr. takes his turn during the Gilbert Bowers Memorial Tournament. He placed fourth in the men’s senior division. 


Results of the Annual Gilbert Bowers Memorial Bowling Tournament 



Regular Doubles: 1. Kevin Tommie and Crystal Weimann, Philmon Bowers and Phalyn Osceola, 336, 12. Kevin Tommie and 
321, 2. Roger and Diane Smith, 320, 3. Philmon Bowers and Dora Tiger, 335, 13. Kenny Doney and Yvette Jumper, 332. 

Reina Micco, 31 6, 4. Byron Billie and Kristen Billie, 31 4, 5. Bobby 3-6-9: 1 . O’Hara Tommie and Patty Wilson, 41 2, 2. Danny 
and Terri Frank, 304, 6. Elton Shore and Farrah Jones, 298, 7. Jones and Felicia Garza, 397, 3. Elton Shore and Diane Smith, 
Randy Jackson and Yvette Jumper, 293, 8. Bob and Patty Wilson, 388, 4. Philmon Bowers and Stacey Jones, 378, 5. Bobby Frank 
292, 9. Michael Micco and Judy Jones, 287, 1 0. Derrick Thomas and Brett Osceola, 377, 6. Kevin Tommie and Jackie Thompson, 


and Amanda Smith, 
286, 11. Danny Jones 
and Chelsea Mountain, 
286, 12. Josh Moore 
and Dora Tiger, 286, 13. 
George Micco and 
Michele Osceola, 284. 

No Tap: 1 . Delwin 
and Michele Osceola, 
449, 2. Milo and Crystal 
Osceola, 409, 3. Danny 
Jones and Trisha, 374, 
4. Bob Wilson and Mari- 
lyn Doney, 368, 5. Mar- 
cie Osceola and Jackie 
Thompson, 353, 6. 
Duane Jones and 
Amanda Smith, 349, 7. 
Blake Osceola and 
Chelsea Mountain, 345, 
8. Bobby Frank and 
Reina Micco, 340, 9. 
Bobby Frank III and Far- 
rah Jones, 340, 10. 
Frank Concepcion and 
Patty Wilson, 336, 11. 


Glibert “Gibby” Bowers 


367, 7. Derrick Thomas 
and Tommie Motlow, 
359, 8. Duane Jones and 
Patricia Wilcox, 356, 9. 
Parker Jones and Farrah 
Jones, 356, 10. Myah 
Stockton and Allison 
Garza, 350, 11. Delwin 
McCowan and Rosetta 
Bowers, 341,12. Remus 
Griffen and Kristen Billie, 
341, 13. Mitch Osceola 
and Amanda Smith, 340. 

Men’s Seniors: 1. 
David Jumper, 498, 2. 
Wayne Billie, 470, 3. Bil- 
lie Micco, 401, 4. Jack 
Smith Jr., 397, 5. Jimmy 

H. Osceola, 374, 6. 
Archie Johns, 374. 

Women’s Seniors: 

I. Mary Gay Osceola, 
509, 2. Maydell Osceola, 
462, 3. Ruby Osceola, 
414, 4. Louise Billie, 
327. 
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Chris C. Jenkins 

Student Molleetha Gomez (R) takes aim at roping a calf training model under the watchful eye of teacher Jimmy Carter (L). 


Pro Rodeo Cowboy Hosts Breakaway Clinic 

Jimmy Carter of the PRCA Teaches Students at Fred Smith Arena 



BY CHRIS C. JENKINS Molleetha Gomez participated in her first class, saying 

Staff Reporter it looked like fun and piqued her interest. 

“Coming up through the high school ranks I want- 
BRIGHTON — Tribal citizens and rodeo enthu- ed to see what it was like; 1 hked it and was interested 
siasts from all across Florida got the chance to learn in trying it,” Gomez said. “Like anything it is going to 


more about calf roping from a 
professional at the Fred Smith 
Arena on Aug. 13. 

Jimmy Carter of the Pro- 
fessional Rodeo Cowboys 
Association, a 20 year veteran 
to the sport, held his first 
Breakaway School for 22 pre- 
teen through adult students. 
Carter taught them about rop- 
ing ’s unique aspects as well as 
some tricks of the trade by 
using both calf training mod- 
els and live calves. 

He said he wanted to 
emphasize the basics of how 
to succeed in the sport using 
horsemanship and sportsman- 
ship. 

“I work with them on 
how to make their horses bet- 
ter,” Carter explained. “As a 
roper or rider you have to be 
prepared before you ever go 
into the box.” 

“I also help them to focus 
on how to be a good sport, and 
learn from their mistakes,” he 
added. 

Seminole Tribal employee 


ly Carter of the PRCA 


take a lot of practice 
though.” 

Carter, a former cham- 
pion in the Southern Calf 
Ropers Association and 
trainer of two National 
Finals Rodeo horses, has 
taught classes for students of 
all skill levels, from begin- 
ners on the pee-wee circuit 
through the juniors who 
have mid-level skill. 

He said most students 
face two constant obstacles: 
the positioning of their arms 
for delivery when roping 
and the consistency in catch- 
es. 

Despite these chal- 
lenges, Carter admitted he 
loves teaching. 

“I really love seeing 
them progress,” he said. 

He teaches two to three 
clinics per year in Florida 
and said he enjoyed teaching 
the class at the Fred Smith 
Arena, calling it “one of the 
Chris c. Jenkins best facilities in the state of 
Florida.” 


Teams Compete in Annual ‘Hot Dog’ Tournament 


BY FELIX DOBOSZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — A total of 12 teams of Tribal 
citizens representing Hollywood, Brighton and Big 
Cypress competed in the third annual Ike “Hot Dog” 
Jumper Memorial Basketball Tournament, held in the 
Hollywood gym on Aug. 15. 

The competitors played in one of four categories: 
9 and younger coed, 14 and younger boys and 17 and 
younger girls’ and boys’ divisions. This year’s all- 
Indian tournament, sponsored by the Seminole Recre- 
ation Dept., had a single elimination format. 

In the 9 and younger division, Hollywood took 
first place, while Brighton claimed the top spot in the 
14 and younger boys’ competition. In the 17 and 
younger division, the Seminole Outlaws took first 
place for the girls and Hollywood claimed top honors 
for the boys. 

Hollywood Recreation Dept. Basketball Coach 
Carlos Adamson presented awards to all the winners. 

Ike “Hot Dog” Jumper is the late son of Rosetta 
Jumper. He passed away in 2004. 


Results from the Third 
Annual Ike “Hot Dog” 
Jumper Memorial Tourney 

9 and Younger Coed 

1 . Hollywood, 2. Brighton (White), 3. Brighton (Red) 

14 and Younger Bovs 

1 . Brighton, 2. Hollywood, 3. Big Cypress 

17 and Younger Girls 

1 . Seminole Outlaws, 2. Big Cypress, 3. Brighton 

17 and Younger Bovs 

1 . Hollywood, 2. Brighton, 3. Big Cypress 



Felix DoBosz 

Dribbling down the court, Hunter Osceola plays tough at the Ike “Hot Dog” Juniper Memorial Tournament, held Aug. 15. 
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Last Softball Game, Picnic of the Summer Held 



Left: Courtney Zepeda coaches her daughter, 
Kaley, during the warm-up before the last soft- 
ball game of the summer in Naples. 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

NAPLES — Members of the Naples Community 
took part in the End of the Summer Picnic and Softball 


Game, held Aug. 16 at Vineyards Park. The event drew 
children, parents and grandparents eager to participate 
in this last gathering of summer before the youngsters 
went back to school. 

With a wide variety of ages to draw on, Naples 
Activities Coordinator Sandy Osceola 
had her hands full dividing the group into 
two teams. Evenly dispersing the 
“young” and “old,” she made sure every- 
one received an equal opportunity to par- 
ticipate. 

By the time the players made then- 
way to the field, the teams continued to 
swell with late arrivals. Finally the big 
moment arrived and everyone got ready 
to play ball. 

The spectators set up a cheering sec- 
tion that showed no partiality and bol- 
stered the spirit of each individual player, 
regardless of their team. 

In the meantime, the cooks lit the 
fires on the grill and the smell of picnic 
favorites such as hamburgers and hot 
dogs began to draw the players from the 
field. The community members rapidly 
filled the pavilion for a picnic and social 
gathering as they recalled summer vaca- 
tions and made plans for their fall activi- 
ties. 



This starting lineup represented only a portion of the Naples community members who participated in the end of the sum- 
mer softball game, held Aug. 16 at Vineyards Park. 



Huston Osceola took out two bucks, one valued at six points and the other valued at seven, during the Labor Day week- 
end hunting trip to Bang’s Paradise Valley Hunt Club in Erhardt, S.C. 

Youngsters Learn Hunting, Survival Skills 

Hollywood Recreation Dept Takes Tribal Youth on Two Trips 


BY STEVE YOUNG 

Hollywood Recreation Dept. Coordinator 

Staff members from the Recreation Dept, took 
several youngsters on two trips during the Labor Day 
holiday weekend. 

On the first trip, Huston Osceola, Kanavis 
Cypress, J’Forrest Cypress, Jonathan Bowers and 
Devan Bowers traveled to Erhardt, S.C. for a hunting 
safari. 

The kids woke up before the sun even came up at 
the early morning hour of 4:30 a.m. each day, and 
hunted until about 10 a.m. They went back for more 
hunting from 4:30 p.m. until the sun set. 

During the middle of the day, they spent their time 
fishing in the two ponds on the Bang’s Paradise Valley 
Hunt Club properly and playing ping pong or pool. 
Some of the kids also stayed busy by practicing then- 
shooting skills on paper targets, while the adults super- 
vised. 

Huston Osceola, 14, took out two bucks, one val- 
ued at six points and the other at seven points with his 
custom Remington .243 rifle. Osceola donated the 
freshly cut venison chops to more than 15 families in 


the Hollywood community. 

Two of the other boys had a chance at one buck 
each, but it just didn’t work out for them this time; 
they missed the shot. 

On the second trip, members of the Recreation 
Dept, took Trevor Osceola, Jonathan Frank, Justin 
Frank, Blidge Cypress and Raymond Osceola to Lake- 
land, Fla. for a survival training class. 

Tampa Liaison Richard Henry created and spon- 
sored the program, which has taken place the last 
weekend of every month since January, and will con- 
tinue through December. 

The youngsters had a great time learning how to 
make tools for eating, drinking and cooking, and 
learned how to cook some of the wild game they hunt- 
ed. They also learned how to make snare traps, create 
weapons and make fire by rubbing two sticks of wood 
together. 

Tribal citizens, ages 1 1 and younger, can partici- 
pate in the program, and need a parent chaperone to 
attend these outdoor trips. For more information, 
please call Hollywood Recreation Dept. Coordinator 
Steve Young at (954) 989-9457. 
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ATTENTION TRIBAL M€M 




-- 


Seminole Heritage € vents ond Promotions Is proud to 

announce the upcoming Seminole Star Seorch Music Camp* 


This camp has been designed to assist our rising 
Seminole stars that desire to cultivate their skills as an 
entertainer pursuing their dreams In the challenging world 
of shorn business. 


Come Join us os we further develop your skills In the oreas 
oF song writing, image, stage presence, and offer vocal 
training including Hip Hop, Country, RSB, Rock etd 

Coming to your Reservation! 

Big Cypress & Immokalee Brighton Si Fort Pierce 

OCTOSeB 4TH ■ 5TH, 2008 OCTOB6R 1 1 TH - 1 2TH, 2000 


Hollywood 

OCTOBER 18TH- 19TH, 2000 



For more Information: 5tQrsearch@semtribe.com f 9 54.797,5467 

Ages 1 0 ond up 

(participants must be members of the Seminole Tflbe of Florida) 
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ears! 


FrontRowUSA.com 




Ticket Brokers 


Top Concerts 


SLIGHTLY STOOPID 
JOHN MAYER 
KATHY GRIFFIN 
MARC ANTHONY 
JONAS BROTHERS THIR0 
DAY/SWITCHFOOT 
FRANK CALIENDO 
ENRIQUE 

IGLESIAS/AVENTURA 
BRAD PAISLEY 
FERGIE 


Top Sports 


ALL NFL, NBA, MLB, 
NHL TEAMS 
MIAMI DOLPHINS 
MIAMI HEAT 
ORANGE BOWL 
SUPER BOWL 
MIAMI HURRICANES 
FSU SEMINOLES 
ALL NASCAR EVENTS 
YOUR SUPER BOWL 
SPECIALIST 

GET YOUR TICKETS NOW! 
PRO BULL RIDERS 
WORLD FINALS 
(LAS VEGAS) 

HARLEM GLOBETROTTERS 


Top Theatre 


GUITARS AND SAXES 
DISNEY ON ICE 
MAGICAL JOURNEY 
SESAME STREET livei 
WREN ELMO GROWS UR 
SPECIALIZING IN 
ALL KIDS EVENTS 





Concerts [Theatre | Sports 

Local, National, and Worldwide Events 


At FrontRowUSA, ticket 
buying is hassle-free 
and there are no 
questions as to where 
the seats are located. 

Let us, your expert 
ticket broker, take care 
of everything. 

FrontRowUSA is up 
front and honest, 
putting you up front! 
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ALL CONCERTS, LAS VEGAS EVENTS, 
SPORTS AND THEATRE 
TICKETS AVAILABLE NATIONWIDE 
AND WORLDWIDE ORDER YOUR 
TICKETS ONLINE AT 
WWW.FRONTROWUSA.COM 
OR BY PHONE 

(954) 455-1929 OR (800) 446 8499 




Si WE DELIVER TO YOU! ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

CO 

* Proudly Serving the Seminole & Miccosukee Tribe for over 15 years! 
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AN AMERICAN REVOLUTION 



OVER 100 

CUSTOM TRICKS 
& VANS AVAILABLE! 



mu 

H Mnnn? inM 


EXCLUSIVE DEALER FOR 

Explorer Van Conversions. Southern Comfort Conversions 


AVAILABLE OPTIONS: 

Lealhet TrrFoiil Sofa Bad, OnStat CD Chany or Surround Sound, Dual Enlrv Doors, 
Ground Effects Packages, 2D" Wheels & Much More. 

Custom Wheels, custom Paint Jobs. Lilted Trucks and Handicap Vehicles 
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Health 


Announcements 



THE HEALTHY SENIOR 

BY FRED CICETTI 


Q I usually get a bit light-headed when I 
stand, but this feeling is much worse when I 
get up from the dinner table. I don’t drink. 
Any ideas? 

A There’s a possibility you have “postpran- 
dial hypotension,” or, in layman’s language, 
low blood pressure, after you eat a meal. This 
is a senior malady; few younger people expe- 
rience this. Other possible symptoms include dizzi- 
ness, blurred vision, nausea and fainting. I recom- 
mend going to a doctor to have your symptoms 
checked. 

When you eat, blood pours into your digestive 
system. To maintain your blood pressure, your heart 
pumps more often and your blood vessels constrict. 
But these compensatory mechanisms don’t work for 
some people. 

To help prevent postprandial hypotension, eat 
small portions several times a day and limit high-car- 
bohydrate foods such as potatoes, rice, pasta and 
bread. 

There’s another form of low blood pressure 
called “postural hypotension” that affects some peo- 
ple when they stand up. Also called “orthostatic 
hypotension,” this is especially common in older 
adults who are more likely to use high blood pressure 
chugs. When you experience postural hypotension, 
blood pools in your legs. 

Low blood pressure is commonly caused by 
drugs for high blood pressure, surgical medications, 
anti-anxiety agents, diuretics, heart medicines, anti- 
depressants, narcotic painkillers and alcohol. 

Other causes of low blood pressure include dehy- 
dration, heart failure, heart arrhythmias, shock from 
infection, stroke, severe allergic reaction, major trau- 
ma, heart attack and advanced diabetes. 

The effects of hypotension can lead to falls, 
which can be serious for seniors. Here are some 
pointers for avoiding the dangers of low blood pres- 
sure: 

When arising, let your feet hang over the side of 
your bed. Then flex your toes up and down about a 
dozen times. Stand up slowly. Count to 10 before you 
start walking. This is a good idea whenever you get 
up from lying or sitting for more than 20 minutes. 
Crossing your legs while sitting upright may also 
help increase blood pressure 

Some experts define low blood pressure as read- 
ings lower than 90 systolic (the first number) or 60 
diastolic (the second number). 

However, low blood pressure is relative, so doc- 
tors often define blood pressure as too low only if 
there are symptoms. 

In many instances, low blood pressure isn’t seri- 
ous. However, it is important to see your doctor if you 
have hypotension symptoms, because they some- 
times can point to serious problems. Chronic low 
blood pressure may increase the risk of Alzheimer ’s- 
type dementia in some older adults. 

Low blood pressure without symptoms rarely 
requires treatment. In symptomatic cases, doctors 
address the primary problems such as heart failure. 
When hypotension is drug-induced, treatment usually 
involves altering the drug regimen. 

It is possible to raise blood pressure when that is 
required. Here are some ways: 

Eat more salt. However, too much sodium can 
cause heart failure, especially among seniors. Don’t 
increase your salt without consulting with your doc- 
tor. 

Drink more water. Fluids increase blood volume 
and help prevent dehydration. 

Compression stockings used to treat varicose 
veins may help reduce the pooling of blood in your 
legs. 

There are also medications your doctor may pre- 
scribe. 


Fred Cicetti is a syndicated columnist who writes about 
issues concerning senior citizens’ health. 

The opinions he expresses are his own. 

If you would like to ask a question, please write to 
fred@healthygeezer.com 

All Rights Reserved 
© 2008 by Fred Cicetti 


Swimming 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Tribal 
citizens and employees attended a 
swimming pool safety and main- 
tenance class at the Big Cypress 
Family Investment Center on 
Aug. 15. 

In this first-of-its-kind clinic, 
the Tribe’s Environmental Health 
Dept, teamed up with MDM 
Aquatics Safety Training and 
Consulting to host this informa- 
tive event. 

Environmental Health Dept. 
Program Manager Patrick Peck 
helped coordinate the clinic. He 
said with two drowning fatalities 
taking place within the Tribe in 
the last few months, the swim- 
ming pool safety clinic couldn’t 
have come at a better time. 

“We wanted to reach out to 
Tribal citizens and target those 
with new homes,” Peck said. “We 
also want to reach those who are 
susceptible to safety issues, such 
as the Tribal elders.” 

David Duda of MDM Aquat- 
ics Safety Training and Consult- 
ing said he hoped to provide 
attendees with some basics 
knowledge about home pool care 
and safety precautions. He said 
drowning is the leading cause of 


Pool Safety, Maintenance Taught at Clinic 


death for children under the age 
of 5, both in Florida and nation- 
wide, validating the importance 
of such a class. 

Duda also provided infor- 
mation on advanced pool care, 
including chemical treatments, 
filtration, and mechanical sys- 
tem operation and maintenance. 

“We wanted to help Tribal 
members take care of their own 
pools and maintain them safe- 
ly,” Duda said. 

Other topics included: 
proper pool operation, reducing 
risk in and around the water, 
preventing drowning, diving 
accidents, chemical hazards, 
slip and falls, and more. 

Peck said he hopes the 
appeal of the clinics will catch 
on in popularity, and wants to 
make them permanent fixtures 
within all Tribal communities. 
He said he proposed a mandato- 
ry awareness and training 
course with the Housing Dept, 
because of the increase of home 
and swimming pool building 
taking place within the Tribe. 

For more information on 
pool safety, please call Patrick 
Peck at (954) 965-1300, Ext 
10325. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


David Duda (L) of MDM Aquatics Safety Training and Consulting answers questions about pool safety and 
maintenance during the class, held Aug. 15 in Big Cypress. 


Avian Influenza AKA Bird Flu: A Global Health Threat 

Seminole Tribe’s Environmental Health Program Establishes Task Force for Safety 


SUBMITTED BY PATRICK PECK 
Environmental Health Dept. Program Manager 

Many know all too well the danger associated with 
hurricanes, tornadoes and bioterrorism. However, a 
new 21st Century health threat lurks on the horizon. 

Pandemic flu, more com- 
monly known as avian influen- 
za or bird flu, has the potential 
to create a worldwide human 
catastrophe. 

Avian influenza is a flu 
infection in birds. The disease 
concerns humans because no 
immunities exist to fight it. The 
virus that causes this infection 
in birds can mutate easily to 
infect humans. Such mutation 
can start a deadly, worldwide 
epidemic. 

The Sem in ole Tribe Health 
Dept, has recently put together 
a task force made up of various 
Tribal departments with the 
intent to develop a hazard miti- 
gation plan specific to the avian 
flu threat. This plan aims to 
minimize the health impact of 
Tribal citizens and employees. 

In the event of an outbreak, 
the Seminole Tribe in partner- 
ship with the federal govern- 
ment, the state and surrounding 
counties, intends to: purchase 
and stockpile anti-viral medica- 
tions, develop plans for the 
mass vaccination of its resi- 
dents and employees and limit 
the spread of the disease, 
through local public health pre- 
ventative methods. 

These preventative meth- 
ods can take form in the promotion of cough etiquette, 
frequent hand washing, social distancing, regular disin- 
fection in the workplace, self-isolation (as in working 
from home) and curtailment of meetings. 

Historically, avian influenza viruses infected pigs 
and mixed with pig influenza viruses. The viruses 
exchanged genetic information, which led to the forma- 


tion of a new virus. This new virus could then infect 
humans and easily spread from person to person. Previ- 
ous flu pandemics have started this way. 

The first avian influenza virus to infect humans 
directly occurred in Hong Kong in 1997. Authorities 
linked this outbreak to chickens and classified it as the 


avian influenza A, or H5N1 virus. 

Since the Hong Kong outbreak, the avian influen- 
za virus has spread across Asia, and in October 2005 
reappeared in poultry found in Turkey and Romania. To 
date, hundreds have contracted the H5N1 virus, and 
have died. 

Some authorities have expressed concern that 


H5N1 poses a worldwide threat because the wider the 
area across which it spreads, the greater the chances of 
a worldwide outbreak. 

Farmers and other people working with poultry, as 
well as travelers visiting affected countries, have a 
higher risk for getting bird flu. 

Highly infective avian flu viruses, 
such as H5N 1 , have been shown to sur- 
vive in the environment for long peri- 
ods of time, and infection may be 
spread simply by touching contaminat- 
ed surfaces. In addition, birds who 
recover from the flu can continue to 
shed the virus in their feces and saliva 
for as long as 10 days. 

The virus can also spread by han- 
dling an infected bird and/or eating raw 
or undercooked poultry meat. Health 
care workers and household contacts of 
patients with avian influenza may also 
be at an increased risk of the bird flu. 

Symptoms of avian flu infection in 
humans depend on the particular strain 
of virus. In case of the H5N1 virus, 
infection in humans causes more clas- 
sic flu-like symptoms, which might 
include: cough (dry or productive), 
sore throat , fever greater than 100.4°F 
(38°C), difficulty breathing, diarrhea, 
runny nose, headache, malaise and 
muscle aches 

Pandemics have occurred through- 
out human history, with three occurring 
within the last century alone. However, 
health authorities throughout the 
worldwide fear the H5N1 virus may 
evolve into a pandemic flu virus. 
Accordingly, nations throughout the 
world have mobilized to deal with this 
threat. 

As a part of these mobilization 
efforts, the U.S. has adopted a similar 
course of action. States, counties, local jurisdictions and 
the Seminole Tribe are developing plans to address this 
threat. 

Those who need more information on this topic 
should please contact the Seminole Tribe Heath Dept, at 
(954) 962-2009. 
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Hosting A Family Day Meal: A Day For Families to Eat Together 


BY JULIE BENNETT BARROW & SUE FUNDINGSLAND 
Family Services & Allied Health Departments 

[Editor s Note: Julie Bennett Barrow is an inter- 
vention specialist with the Family Services Dept, and 
Sue Fundingsland is a nutritionist with the Health Dept. 
The opinions they express are their own.] 

Sharing a meal together is one of the most power- 
ful acts in the world. What would a first date, a wed- 
ding, or a holiday be without sitting down together and 
sharing our lives over a meal? There is something about 
eating together that opens us up, and gets us talking and 
connecting like nothing else. 

Eating together as a family provides the opportuni- 
ty to truly connect, to talk about the day’s events and 
discuss the things coming up in the future. Meals pro- 
vide a special time to share ideas, model positive behav- 
iors, create memories, instill values and stay connected. 
This article will explore some compelling reasons to 
make frequent family meals a priority in your home. 

Why are family meals so important? 

More than 10 years of research, as analyzed by a 
2007 study conducted by the National Center on Addic- 
tion and Substance Abuse (CASA) at Columbia Univer- 
sity, showed families who eat meals together five times 
a week will have youth who: are less likely to have 
friends who abuse substances; are at a lower risk for 
substance abuse; are likelier to get better grades in 
school and be happier about their futures; are more like- 
ly to abstain from smoking, drinking and drugs; and, are 


less likely to snack on unhealthy foods. 

Similarly, statistics on the website mealsmatter.org 
revealed that children from families who eat their meals 
together five times a week are more likely to eat fruits 
and vegetables and are one-third less likely to develop 
unhealthy eating habits. 

What is the harm in skipping family meals? 

The previously mentioned CASA survey also 
revealed that teens who dined with their families fewer 
than three nights a week are: 3.5 times more likely to 
abuse prescription drugs; three times likelier to have 
tried marijuana; more than 2.5 times likelier to have 
tried cigarettes; and, 1.5 times likelier to have tried 
alcohol. 

If that’s not enough evidence, a survey of 119 
Seminole youth, ages 7-18, at the Youth Camp’s annual 
trip to Camp Kulaqua revealed 65 percent said they 
wished they could eat more meals with their family. 

What are some tips to make family time at the 
table more successful? 

Create traditions and habits where you eat at 
expected times and places and everyone in the family 
does their part; this includes: setting the table, preparing 
the food and cleaning up. 

Always ask open-ended questions that do not have 
a “yes” or “no” answer, such as: What was the best 
thing that happened to you today? What’s the worst? If 
you were principal for a day what would you change at 
school? If you could have any wild animal as a pet, 
what would it be? If you could hang out with someone 


famous, who would it be and why? 

Do not use this as a time to discipline or correct 
your kids for past events. Rahter, use this time to share 
family stories, family values and family expectations. 

Familiarize yourself with the latest information 
about drugs, alcohol, tobacco and sexually transmitted 
diseases so you can have compelling and factual con- 
versations with your kids. 

What are some Family Day tips from your 
nutritionist? 

Children model your behavior 

When you cook and serve meals at home, you can 
control the quality and quantity of your family’s food 
choices. Kids tend to mimic their parents’ attitudes 
about foods so the dinner table is a great place to be a 
role model. 

Children won’t perceive healthy eating as impor- 
tant if it is not something that they see you doing. Eat 
and serve sensible portion sizes. Be open to trying new 
foods and new ways of cooking foods. 

Easy meals 

You can keep meals simple, yet still nutritious and 
interesting, by sticking to nutrition basics. Offer your 
kids a variety of great tasting foods from the major food 
groups for any meal or snack. When time is of the 
essence, keep meals simple. It’s easy to purchase a 
ready-made sauce or marinade and add it to sauteed 
chicken, beef or shrimp for a tasty main course. 

Cook on weekends and double a favorite recipe, 
enjoying one meal now and freezing the other to enjoy 


some evening when you’re too tired to cook. Soups and 
casseroles are especially good to freeze. Take advantage 
of prepared, nutritious foods. Purchase a freshly roasted 
chicken from the supermarket and round out the meal 
with some brown rice and a green salad, and fresh fruit 
or yogurt for dessert. 

Cooking for fun and health at home 

Cook with low fat methods such as baking, broil- 
ing, boiling or microwaving rather than frying. 

Choose low-fat or fat free dairy products, salad 
dressings, mayonnaise and other condiments. 

Serve fruit for dessert instead of cookies, cakes and 
ice cream. 

Eat fruits canned in their own juice rather those 
canned in syrup. 

Get a list of your family’s favorite healthy foods 
and always keep them on-hand. 


The column is submitted to The Seminole Tribune by 
members of the Seminole Tribe of Florida’s Allied Health 
and Family Services Departments. 

Both departments welcome all questions and provide one 
on one counseling as well a group lessons on a variety of 
health-related topics. 

For more information about this topic mentioned in this 
month’s column, please contact the nutritionist or Family 
Services Dept, office on your reservation. 
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Rita can help you every step of the way, financing, inspections, insurance... 

R ita is a member of the Seminole Tribe of Florida. She is the granddaughter of 
Toby St Rosa Johns- "Bird Clan? Rita is weff respected by her peers because of her 
knowledge of land, homes St Fnvesrme/rfj. Caliber for any questions you may have 
about your home or real esla te investments. To hen it's all abou t buying Florida back. 



Thcam Hornet 
Ram 4 Hornet 
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Second Hornet 
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Home features cathedral ceilings, tife flooring, spacious 
rooms and so much more . Exceptional 8 stall horse barn 
has sliding Soars, 2 tack rooms, concrete center walk & 
automatic watering system . Lots ofprovacy Not only 
horses and cows allowed but you can have wild game , 
/jogs and turkeys at your back door. 

Sincerely, Rita Youngman 
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Your Seminofe Tribal Realtor 
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Want to Buy or Sell? Don't Wait, Call Today! 

Rita Youngman 

Cold well Banker Highlands Properties 

( 863 ) 441 - 1 168 Direct 

ritayoungman@htn.net * www.ritayoungman.com 
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Freshwater Fish Kills Causes 

in South Florida and Prevention 
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"1 have you covered for 
all your Real Estate needs/' 

Juan "Pepe 11 Rodriguez 


14007 N Dale Mabry 
Tampa, Florida 33618 
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Toll free ( 888 ) 921-8003 
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Criminal Defense 

— • — 

DUl 
VOP 

Felony & Misdemeanor 
Domestic Violence 

FAMILY LAW 
child Support 
Traffic Tickets 
« 

606 West Sugarland Hwy. 
Clewiston, Florida 

* 

T he Law Office of 

Joseph 44 Jody" M. Hendry, II 

8 6 3-98 3- LAW S (5297) 




NCAI Voter Campaign Shows 
Natives Could Decide Election 


SUBMITTED BY NCAI 

WASHINGTON — The National 
Congress of American Indians’ (NCAI) 
national Native Vote Campaign released 
data in late August confirming that Native 
American voters could influence the out- 
come of the presidential and congressional 
elections in key states. These states include 
Colorado, Montana, New Mexico, Nevada 
and Wisconsin; all states with high Ameri- 
can Indian populations. 

“While political analysts have been 
focusing on the Hispanic vote in Florida, 
Arizona and New Mexico, the Native Vote 
continues to be overlooked as a secret 
weapon in this election,” said NCAI Presi- 
dent Joe A. Garcia. 

NCAI Native Vote Campaign’s mission 
is to engage and build the political power of 
Native American communities by providing 
a strong Native voter turnout. Native Vote 
emphasizes participation and celebration of 
culture to engage and motivate Native peo- 
ple to register and vote on Election Day. 

Native Americans are caucusing at both 
the Democratic National Convention and 
the Republican National Convention. 

Democratic National Committee Chair- 
man Howard Dean spoke about the signifi- 
cance of Native Vote at the First Americans 
Caucus as the Democratic National Com- 
mittee Convention (DNCC) convened in 
Denver. 

“There are five senators who would not 
be where they are today without Indian 
Country votes,” he said. 

Dean also highlighted the need for 
young Indian people to get involved in the 
political process, including running for local 
office. 

“The bigger issue is that it is time to 
assume your rightful place in the political 
system in this country,” Dean told caucus 
members. 

“It is necessary for American Indians to 
stand up in force to support those Republi- 
can, Democratic and Independent leaders 
who have honored this nation’s commit- 
ments to Tribes, and to send home those 
leaders who have disregarded us,” said 
NCAI Executive Director Jacqueline John- 
son Pata. 

She added: “The bottom line is that our 
political power and our national voice come 
from the voting booth. If we don’t vote, no 
one is going to listen to us. If we don’t vote, 
we lose the power to make a change.” 

NCAI Native Vote has a 20 state plan 
and is mobilizing in Alaska, Arizona, Cali- 
fornia, Colorado, Idaho, Michigan, Min- 
nesota, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, 
North Dakota, Oklahoma, South Dakota, 
Texas, Utah, Washington, Wisconsin and 
Wyoming. 


Presidential swing states where Native Americans have the 
potential to provide the winning margin for either candidate 
(based on 2007 data from the U.S. Census Bureau): 

Alaska - 226 Tribes 

Native Voting Age Population - 81 ,762 or 19% of 
total population 

Polls show Alaska nearly even in 2008 
Arizona - 21 Tribes 

Native Voting Age Population - 224,846 or 6% of 
total population 

Polls show McCain with a slight lead in 2008 
Colorado - 2 Tribes 

Native Voting Age Population - 66,707 or 2% of 
total population 

Polls show Colorado nearly even in 2008 
Michigan - 12 Tribes 

Native Voting Age Population - 91 ,291 or 1 % of 
total population 

Kerry won state in 2004 by 1 65,437 
Minnesota - 13 Tribes 

Native Voting Age Population - 57,598 or 2% of 
total population 

Kerry won state in 2004 by 98,319 
Montana - 7 Tribes 

Native Voting Age Population - 46,669 or 6% of 
total population 

Senator Tester won in 2006 by less than 3000 
votes 

Nevada - 25 Tribes 

Native Voting Age Population - 39,329 or 2% of 
total population 

Bush won state in 2004 by 21 ,500; polls show 
Nevada even in 2008 
New Mexico - 22 Tribes 

Native Voting Age Population - 140,401 or 11% of 
total population 

Bush won state in 2004 by 5,988 
North Dakota - 4 Tribes 

Native Voting Age Population - 24,021 or 6% of 
total population 

Polls show North Dakota nearly even in 2008 
South Dakota - 7 Tribes 

Native Voting Age Population - 43,31 1 or 9% of 
total population 

Polls show McCain with only a slight lead in 2008 
Wisconsin - 11 Tribes 

Native Voting Age Population - 51 ,465 or 1 % of 
total population 

Kerry won state in 2004 by 1 1 ,384 

Alaska, Colorado, Minnesota, New Mexico and Oregon 
have Senate races where the vote from Indian Country could 
be the deciding factor. 
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Soler— Baillo 

Plastic Surgery 

Dr. Results 


Choosing your Plastic Surgeon 

just became simple... 



When Results Matter Most 

Breast Surgery 

Liposculpture/Body Contouring 
Bikini Tummy Tuck 
Facial Rejuvenation 
Photo Facial 
Rhinoplasty 

The latest in Laser Hair Removal 
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Announcements 


NEW KID 



Congrats to my sister, Samantha Osceola Hisler, 
and Lucan Frank, on the birth their new baby boy, 
Zaiden Cory Frank! I am so lucky to be an egooshee 
to baby Z, who was bom Aug. 27, weighing 8 pounds, 
13 ounces, and measuring 20 inches. 

I love you guys, 

Ciara Billie Guerue 



To my new little cousin, Zaiden Cory Frank, 
welcome to our family! We share the same birthday on 
Aug. 27. 1 love you very much! 

Love, 

Melinda 



POEMS 


November 14. 2001 


They say learning our language is most impor- 
tant, 

That night was so crazy. 


But I have to disagree. 

Who would of thought, 


What’s the point of speaking Mikasuki, 

That we’d get back together, 


If you cant sit under the Big Chickee? 

After all those years apart? 


What are we without a clan? 

Everything was so perfect, 


We’re like people without a face. 

I’d never could believe, 


If we’re happy with just 25%, 

That God could make a woman 


We’ll bring the end to our own race. 

I thought I’d never leave. 


Now I’m as guilty as anyone else, 

But as it turns out, 


‘Cause my own kids do not have a clan, 

It was never meant to be, 


And there’s so much they’ll miss out on. 

We were just too different, 


When I take ‘em out to Com Dance, 

The s**t just got too deep. 


If you take a step back and observe, 

If I could do it all over, 


You’ll see where I’m coming from. 

I’d only change one thing, 


How can we make a child with a clan and a 

I’d love you hke I was s’posed to, 


descendant, 

So you wouldn’t never leave. 


But we’ll recognize another who’s only 25%? 

I know I’ve done too many wrongs, 


Maybe it’s just me, 

To try and make it right. 


But how does that protect our tradition, 

So I’ll just sit back, 


With our future mostly 25%? 

And let you live your life. 

But remember when it all started, 


Hell, who’s gonna carry our Medicine? 

That simple little date, 


Anyone can learn to speak Mikasuki, 

November 14, 2001, 

When life handed us our fate. 


Only the elite can be part of a clan. 

— Russell “J.R. ” Osceola Jr. 

Much love, 


Big Town Clan 

— Russell “J.R. ” Osceola Jr. 

Feb. 18, 2008 


Aug. 15, 2008 


CLASSIFIED ADS 



Francoise’s Barbershop 

6782 Stirling Road, Hollywood, Fla. 33024 
(954) 987-1309, (954) 471-2469 

Where everyone is welcome. Skin fade, fade, layer cut, flat top, uni- 
sex color, highlights, correction haircut, kids and seniors. Enjoy the 
best old fashioned hot shave in town! European facial, waxing, $25 
spa pedicure and manicure combo. 


Get Out of Jail Fast! Call 
Myma Loy (954) 583-9119. 
Tribal dividends, MasterCard 
and Visa accepted. 24 hours • 
Speedy Release • Professional 
Service* 1128 NW 3 1st St., Ft. 
Lauderdale, FL33311 


Quality Miniature Horses for SALE at Reasonable Prices 

All ages and colors 

Paddock Farms is located in Okeechobee next to the Ag. Center 
Call (863) 634-1438 for more info, 

Or visit paddockfarmsminiaturehorses.com 


| HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

To our beloved Byron Boy Osceola, 

We wish you a 4th happy birthday on Sept. 19! It 
seemed like forever ago when you were 3 years old, 
but we can finally tell you that you are now 4 years 
old. Your little personality has really made you an 
individual at such a young age; you’re 4, going on 40. 

We never know what you’re going to do or say 
next, but one thing is for sure you always tell us that 
you love us, and you always hear those words from 
us. So keep on doing what you’re doing — looking 
cute — and continue to make everyone around you 
smile when they see you, because that’s what you do 
best. 



From dad: I wish you would stay a little boy for- 
ever, but I can’t stop the hands of time, nor would I 
want to. So knowing that you can’t stay my little 
“mini-me” forever, I enjoy watching you grow into 
this little man. 

I named you after the famous golfer, Byron Nel- 
son. “Lord Byron” has done great things in golf that 
will never be duplicated and I already know you 
equally will be doing great things that will never be 
duplicated; one thing is just being you. 

Happy 4th birthday from, 

Dad (Mitch Osceola), Mom, Ryan and Con- 
chade 



Happy 2nd birthday Melinda! We are so lucky 
that you came into our lives to brighten every day that 
passes. We are so proud of the “little lady” you are 
blossoming into as you grow more and more each day. 



IN MEMORIAM 


In Loving Memory of Casev McCall 

Let There Be Memories, 

Fond recollections of special occasions and everyday 
things, 

Let your heart start on its journey to healing by feeling 
the comfort remembering brings. 

Let There Be Memories, 

Pictures, mementos, and favorite stories, both funny 
and sad, 


We have been truly blessed to have been given a gift 
such as sweet as you. 


Love, 

Mommy and daddy (Joe and Ciara Guerue) 



Let your mind wander the paths of remembrance, 
Reliving the joys and the good times you’ve had. 
Let There Be Memories, 

Signs that our loved ones remain near in spirit long 
after they’re gone . . . 

Tender, surprising, heartwarming, and welcome, 
Sweet proof of the promise that love will live on. 

— By Linda Barnes 

Submitted by Mom, Wanda Bowers 
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PAYMENTS 


Always Offering New Ford Specials 
To The Semmole*Mtccosukee 
Communities And Their Employees! 


AND 


Huge Selection Of Preowned! 
All Makes And Models! 
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Service end Parts Specials 
Always Available! 

For Service call Don Nerthey at 
954-443-7116 (office) 
or 954-443-9757 (cell) 


See Your New Ford For 
Less Somewhere Else? 
We’ll Seat Their Price! 
Just Call Us! 


OPEN 7 DAYS 


J 

PEMBROKE M 

8655 Pines Blvd. 
HOLLYWOOD & PINES BLVD. 
IN PEMBROKE PINES! 


1 - 866 - 619-7011 


Contact Hector Isabel for more details at 954-593-2586 
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anattorney 

that i , 

understands... 



Experienced Criminal Defense Attorney 
Former Government Prosecutor 

■ Federal and State Crimes 

* Theft 
. Fraud 

• Assault and Battery 
■ Felonies 

* Misdemeanors 

* Probation Violations 

- Domestic Violence 

* Criminal Record Sealing and Expunging 
■ Sex Crimes 

- Prostitution 

* Drug Cases 

* DUi 

* White Collar and Economic Crimes. 


John J. Richardson, 

Attorney at Law 

Free Consultation (954)462.1 192 
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Cattle Ranching Exhibit Premieres at Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Writer 

BIG CYPRESS — A historical 
account of the rich heritage of Seminole 
cattlemen and women and their way of 
life premiered at the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum on Sept. 25 in an exhibit entitled 
“Cattle Keepers: The Heritage of Semi- 
nole Cattle Ranching.” 

Through oral reflections and photo- 
graphs, museum staff created a historical 
account of the trailblazing cowboys and 
cowgirls who began the Seminole cattle 
operations centuries ago. Chief Historic 
Resources Officer Tina Osceola said the 
idea for the exhibit came about two years 
ago from suggestions made by Tribal cit- 


izens and the Tribal Council. 

“This is a community exhibit,” Osce- 
ola said. “This exhibit is more important 
than any other we have ever opened ... It 
is important for us as a Tribal people to 
tell our own stories.” 

Tribal citizens loaned the museum 
item s from their personal collections and 
possessions, including Seminole brands, 
ropes and saddles, to display as part of the 
exhibit, which runs through Sept. 20, 
2009. 

“This exhibit helps to provide an 
even bigger perspective on Tribal histo- 
ry,” Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum Director 
Anne McCudden explained. “Especially 
since the cattle industry is such a thriving 
business within the Tribe.” 


The exhibit also features the Ah-Tah- 
Thi-Ki’s prized “Letter to Cowkeeper.” 
Written in 1774, the letter comes from 
Lieutenant John Moultrie, governor of 
the territory of British East Llorida sent to 
the first leader and founder of the Semi- 
nole Tribe. 

Throughout history, Juan Ponce de 
Leon and St. Pedro Menendez de Aviles, 
have been credited with introducing cattle 
(Andalusian criolla) to Llorida in the 1 6th 
Century. However, the Tribe’s influence 
in the cattle industry has also remained 
vital throughout several centuries. 

“Before the gaming or anything, this 
was our livelihood,” President Richard 
Bowers Jr. said. 

Fifth generation cattle owner and 


Tribal citizen Moses “Bigg” Jumper Jr. 
agreed, saying “this goes back to part of 
our history and people needed to know 
about it.” 

The Tribe continues to have an 
increasing impact on the cattle ranching 
industry today, currently ranking fourth 
in the state of Llorida and 12th in the U.S. 
in cattle production. Tribal innovations to 
the industry include the creation of the 
state’s first electronic identification pro- 
gram, which verifies the source of Semi- 
nole brand beef. 

“I am happy this exhibit has been 
done so that we can continue to educate 
everyone,” Chairman Mitchell Cypress 

Please see CATTLE * Page 11A 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Tribal Chief Historic Resources Officer Tina Osceola 
explains the concept behind the exhibit to the guests in 
attendance. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

(L-R) Graduates Aaron Frank, Ashley Santiago, Stephanie Johns, Nick Frank and Clayton Simmons enjoye a weeklong trip to Jamaica to commemorate their academic achievement. 


Tribal Council 
Convenes For 
Regular Meeting 

Fire-Rescue's Elden Hamer 
Receives Lifesaving Award 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — The Tribal Council met on the 
Brighton Reservation for a regular session meeting on 
Sept 17. They passed 22 resolutions on the agenda. 

In addition to the resolutions passed at the meet- 
ing, the Tribal Council presented Big Cypress Lire- 
Rescue logistical coordinator Elden Hamer with the 
Billie Cypress Lifesaving Award. Hamer received 
this award, presented to individuals who display 
extraordinary acts, for such acts including his rescue 
of trapped and stranded motorists in a canal on 1-75. 

The resolutions passed at the meeting included: 

Resolution 23: U.S. Department of Justice, 
Office of Community Oriented Policing Services, 
Tribal Resources Grant Program application for 
Seminole Police Department; ratification; 

Resolution 24: Konami Gaming, Inc. Master 
Gaming Device Lease and License Agreement; 

Resolution 25: Standard form agreement 
between owner and contractor where the basis of pay- 
ment is a stipulated sum of $379,450.72 between the 
Seminole Tribe of Llorida and Redman Builders, Inc. 
for the construction of the Lirst Baptist Church Bath 
House located on the Big Cypress Seminole Indian 
Reservation; 

Please see COUNCIL * Page 2A 


Billy Nelson Earns 
His Pro License 


Tribal Graduates Relax at Caribbean Hot Spot 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

OCHO RIOS, JAMAICA — Clayton Sim- 
mons, Aaron Prank, Stephanie Johns, Nick Prank and 
Ashley Santiago had an opportunity of a lifetime Oct. 
5-12. 

Lor the five 2007-08 high school and college 
graduates, their reward was to visit one of the ulti- 
mate fim-in-the-sun getaway destinations — Jamaica. 
It proved to be an experience the Brandon, Tampa, 
Lakeland and Palmetto residents will never forget. 

“It was all something different for them,” Tampa 
Liaison Richard Henry explained. “It was a reward 
for them working hard in school and it also gives the 


younger kids something to look forward to besides 
just graduating.” 

With a host of activities scheduled in what is 
known as the country’s Garden Parish section, the 
week included visits to: the Martha Brae River, a 
Chukka ATV Safari, Chukka River Tubing Safari and 
a visit to the famous Dunn’s River Palls and Park. 

Although kn own for its rich heritage and agricul- 
ture, most visitors recognize the country in part as the 
birthplace of the legendary Jamaican musician and 
social activitist Bob Marley. 

Located along the islands northern coast of Ocho 
Rios, meaning “eight rivers,” the destination boasted 
waterfalls, rivers, grassy hills and sandy coves to 
enjoy. Interestingly however, the area only has four 


rivers. Amid confusion by the English translation, the 
original name the Spaniards gave the location, “las 
chorreras,” means “river rapids.” 

The five graduates all agreed that the country’s 
friendly hospitality impressed them. 

“I appreciated the people being so polite and 
humble,” business administration graduate Stephanie 
Johns said. “They seem very content in their sur- 
roundings.” 

One of the 2007 high school graduates, Clayton 
Simmons, agreed. 

“I never imagined being able to come to Jamaica 
but the people were so laid back and nice,” he said. It 

Please see JAMAICA * Page 6B 


John Anderson Commemorates Indian Day at Sell-Out Show 



Judy Weeks 


(L-R) Andy Buster Sr., Casino Manager Tony Sanchez Jr., Amy Adams, John Anderson, Chair- 
man Mitchell Cypress and Family Services Director Helene Buster celebrate Indian Day at the 
Immokalee Casino. 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — More than 500 
people joined singer/songwriter John 
Anderson to celebrate Indian Day at the 
Immokalee Seminole Casino on the 
evening of Sept. 26. 

Midway through a national tour, 
Anderson said he has looked forward to 
making this stop in Seminole Country 
because it felt like a homecoming. He and 
his six band members entertained the 
crowd on a steel guitar, drums, banjo, fid- 
dle, keyboard, base and lead guitar for 
nearly two hours of continuous music. 
On occasion the audience received an 
invitation to sing along. 

As friends and fans filled the 
Immokalee Casino for Anderson’s sell- 
out concert, Casino Manager Tony 


Sanchez said the Tribe takes pleasure in 
hosting these kinds of events. 

“This is just one of the many enter- 
tainment opportunities that we plan to 
bring to Immokalee,” he said. “Upon 
completion of the current renovations, 
our capacity will be greatly increased and 
we will be better able to serve our com- 
munity. It is my pleasure to have John 
Anderson here to celebrate the holiday.” 

Bom and raised in Central Llorida in 
the city of Apopka, John Anderson calls 
himself a country boy at heart. 

“I grew up fishing in the lakes, run- 
ning around in the swamps and climbing 
in the moss draped oak trees of our back 
yard,” he said in an interview prior to his 
show. “Sometimes I wish I could close 
my eyes and return to those lazy nights, 

Please see ANDERSON * Page 2A 


BY THEODORE NELSON SR. 


Contributing Writer 



Since May 4, Billy 
Nelson set his sights on 
becoming the first pro 
Seminole motocross 
rider. 

On Sept. 28, 
he earned the 
points he needed 
to race in the pro 
indoor, kn own 
as supercross, 
and pro outdoor , 
known as 

motocross, seasons. 

Lrom January 
through April of this 
year, Nelson had to 
undergo rehabilitation 
for a shoulder surgery 
with one thought on his 
mind — to get his pro 
icense. His relentless 
training both on the 
track and in the gym 
paid off as Nelson 
became a physically 
stronger and faster on his 
model CRL450 R Honda 
dirtbike/motorcy cle . 

Nelson traveled as far 
away as Minnesota and spent 
about three weeks on the road 
attending various National Pro- 
Am races. This competition brought out the best in 
the nation and every rider had the same professional 
license goal in mind. 

Nelson will now only compete in professional 
division races in 2009. Some of the tentative indoor 
supercross scheduled races include stops in Daytona, 
Lla., Atlanta, New Orleans and Las Vegas. Tentative 
outdoor motocross venues include Lreestone County 


Please see NELSON * Page 2A 
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Submitted by Theodore Nelson Sr. 

Billy Nelson competes in the Mississippi State Championship, held April 28 at the Golden Pine 
Raceway in Prentiss, Miss. 


* Nelson 

Continued from page 1A 

Raceway in Wortham, Texas, 
High Point Raceway in Mt. 
Morris, Penn., Thunder Valley 
Motocross Park in Lakewood, 
Colo., Red Bud Track & Trail 
in Buchanan, Miss., Budds 
Creek Motocross Park in 
Mechanicsville, Md., Unadilla 
Valley Sports Center in New 
Berlin, N.Y., Spring Creek 
Motocross Park in Millville, 
Minn., Motocross 338 in South- 
wick, Mass., and Steel City 
Raceway in Export, Penn. 

When Nelson is not com- 
peting in the pro schedule, he 
said he plans to bring a 
motocross school to Seminole 
Tribe Motocross in Big Cypress 
in 2009. The school will be free 
to Tribal citizens. There will be 
more information to come. 

Nelson’s sponsors include: 
Seminole Sports Management, 
Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. 
Max Osceola, Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress, Big Cypress 
Tribal Council Rep. David 
Cypress, the Tribal Council, 
Doug Harvey Shocks, Joe Ross 
(mechanic), WMI Racing, FMF 
Racing, Seminole Tribe 
Motocross. He thanks Greg 


Barker, Jack Gorton, Moses “Bigg” Jumper 
Jr., his mom and dad and many others for 
believing in him and helping him achieve 
the level of success he has today. 



Photo Submitted by Theodore Nelson Sr. 

Billy Nelson rounds the corner during on the Mississippi 
State Championship. 


Results from Billy Nelson’s Races 


May 4: Florida MX Series, First Place 
Pro-Am Class 

May 19: Seminole Pro-Am, Fourth Place 
Pro Class 

May 25: Florida MX Series First Place 
Pro-Am Class 

July 11: AMA Pro-Am, Tennessee, 10th 

July 18: AMA Pro-Am, New York, DNF 
June 21 : AMA Pro-Am, Indiana, Second 
Place 

August 14: AMA Pro-Am, Minnesota, 
Seventh Place 


August 24: AMA Pro-Am, Pennsylvania, 
Eighth Place 

September 12-14: Florida Gold Cup 
Series, Gainesville, Fourth Place in Open A 
and Fifth Place in Open Pro 

September 20-21: Florida Gold Cup 
Series, Marion County Raceway, third Place in 
250 Pro and Fifth Place in open Pro 

Sept 28th Golden Pine Raceway, Missis- 
sippi State Championship, First Place in Col- 
lege Boy Class and Fourth Place Pro Class 



Chris C. Jenkins 

(L-R) Chairman Mitchell Cypress presents the Billie Cypress Lifesaving Award to recipient Elden 
Harner, Big Cypress Fire-Rescue logistical coordinator, for his heroic acts while on duty. 


❖ Council 

Continued from page 1A 

Resolution 26: Donation of 2006 
Chevrolet school bus (Girardin 14 passen- 
ger) to Big Cypress New Testament Church; 

Resolution 27: Authorization of con- 
tinued funding of Tribal government opera- 
tions for Tribal fiscal year 2009; 


Resolution 28: Per capita distributions 
of tribal gaming revenues for the fiscal year 
of Oct. 1, 2008 through Sept. 30, 2009; 

Resolution 29: Konami Gaming, Inc. 
Master Gaming Device Ficense Agreement; 
and, 

Resolution 30: Acquisition of 40+/- 
acres in Polk County, Fla. (S.T.O.F. Hold- 
ings, Ftd. as buyer). 
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when I would kick back to the 
smell of orange blossoms and 
listen to the gators grunting in 
the pond.” 

Anderson said he started 
singing at an early age in his 
family’s living room, spend- 
ing long hours picking his 
guitar and mimicking his 
country music heroes. By 
1 972 he relocated to Nashville 
- the epicenter of country 
music - to pursue his dreams 
in earnest. 

During the next 35 years, 

Anderson writing, co-writing 
and recorded a long list of 
songs including several No. 1 
hits such as “Swinging,” “I’m 
Just an Ole Fump of Coal” 
and one of the Tribe’s 
favorites, “Seminole Wind.” 

Following their show, the 
musicians left the stage to a 
standing ovation from the 
appreciative audience. 

“You know it’s a funny 
thing about ‘Seminole 

Wind,”’ said Anderson. Judy weeks 

“When I wrote it, I never John Anderson (R) sings “Seminole Wind” during his Indian Day concert at the Immokalee Casino. 

intended to market it. It was a 


personal thing that I did from — 
the heart.” 

“After living in Nashville for some- 
time, this ole country boy sure was home- 
sick. I missed the cypress swamps, sawgrass 
and Spanish moss,” he contained. “Fike the 


Seminoles, I am a part of the Florida land- 
scape in which I was raised.” 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress, speaking 
to Anderson before he took the stage, com- 
mended Anderson on writing such a heart- 


felt song that honored the Tribe. 

“When you made ‘Seminole Wind,’ 
you captured the spirit and culture of the 
Seminole people and spread it across our 
great land,” Chairman Cypress said. “It’s 
only natural that it has become some- 
thing of an anthem in Seminole Country. 
We will always remember you for your 
contribution to our history.” 

After the show in a meet and greet 
with President Richard Bowers Jr., 
Anderson asked if Bowers recalled a 
memorable time in his life when he got 
in an alligator pit. 

“Do you remember that I entrusted 
you with my life?” Anderson asked. 
“You were wrestling gators at a fair and 
invited me into the pit to hold one. I 
climbed right in without any reserva- 
tions, and I wouldn’t do that for anyone 
else in the world.” 

“You had nothing to worry about,” 
replied President Bowers. “As Semi- 
noles we have more or less adopted you 
and I would never hurt a brother.” 

The atmosphere of a family reunion 
continued after the show as Anderson 
embraced other Tribal citizens and 
shared memories with some of the eld- 
ers. Susie Henry traveled all the way 
from Tampa to see Anderson, who she 
referred to as an old friend. 

“It’s wonderful the way he never 
forgets us,” Henry said. “He remembers 
names, people and places like yester- 
day.” 


(L-R) Linda Frank, Patsy Billie, John Anderson, who renews old friendships with Seminole seniors, and 
Nancy Motlow. 


School Thanks Princess Committee for Donations 



[Back Row, L-R) Ron Goodeagle, Wambli Blue Bird, Nick Genia, Trent Lunderman, Clark Dale, Jasmine Wallette, Tashina Leekity, Kateri Velasquez, 
Star Robinson, [Front Row, L-R) JC Buckley, Braunnae Stromenger, Kaleb Negroni, Manih Oshkosh and Stormi White Bull, all from the school. 


Dear Wanda Bowers, Princess Pageant Com- 
mittee Chairwoman, 

We would like to thank your Princess Com- 
mittee and all of the Tribal citizens who sent cloth- 
ing donations to our school, the Flandreau Indian 
School in Flandreau, S.D. 

The boxes we received from your committee 
and Tribal members are very much appreciated by 
our students. Many of our students bring very lit- 
tle clothing with them when they come to school. 
Some of our students come from the poorest coun- 
ties in the United States, so the clothes are quick- 
ly distributed. 

We welcome any donations that your com- 
mittee would like to contribute to our students in 
the future. 

Sincerely, 

Ronald Goodeagle, Cultural Coordinator 

Lillian Goodeagle, Student Banker 
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Flandreau Indian School students (L-R) Jasmine Wallette, Tashina Leekity, Kateri 
Velasquez, Star Robinson, Dalta Green and Jesse Morrison. 
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Marisol Gonzalez 


(L-R) Orlando Blaco, Hector Leonel Escobedo Ayala, Italo Antoniotti, Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. David Cypress, Jeronimo Lancerio and CEO of Seminole Gaming 
James Allen. 



Guatemalan Dignitaries 
Visit Tribal Headquarters 

BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Representatives of the Guatemalan government 
visited the Seminole Tribe of Florida offices on Oct. 10. 

Minister of Culture and Sports Jeronimo Lancerio, the first indige- 
nous person to be elected to office in Guatemala, along with Dr. Hector 
Leonel Escobedo Ayala, Italo Antoniotti and Orlando Blaco met with Big 
Cypress Tribal Council Rep. David Cypress, Chief Operating Officer 
Elrod Bowers, CEO of Seminole Gaming James Allen, Policy Advisor to 
the Chairman Marcia Green and Big Cypress’s Special Projects Coordi- 
nator Nery Mejicano for a meeting of the minds regarding Guatemala’s 
culture and indigenous people. 

Photo by Marisol Gonzalez 

At Left: Hector Leonel Escobedo Ayala presents a traditional gift from 
Guatemala to the Seminole Tribe. 


Tribal Citizens Express Themselves at ‘Creative’ Event 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Ah-Tah- 
Thi-Ki Museum teamed up with the 
Seminole Recreation Dept, for the 
second Seminole Creative Expression 
Night, held in the Hollywood Audito- 
rium lobby on Sept. 23. 

Members of the community and 
employees told stories, read poems, 
sang, and played instruments includ- 
ing the flute and guitar, at the 
evening’s gathering. 

Gordon Oliver Wareham told sto- 
ries and played his flute, and Paul 
“Cowbone” Buster played his guitar 
while he told a story through song. 

“Our stories are legends to be 
told from generation to generation,” 
Buster said. 

He added that telling stories 
played a major part in Seminole life of 
the past; saying before electronic 
forms of entertainment, the elders 
shared stories with the youth as a way 
to entertain them. 


In addition, performers including 
Marty Bowers, Moses “Bigg” Jumper 
Jr., Elgin Jumper, Maria Loeza and 
Esther Liederman, read poetry they 
had written or recited poetry by other 
Native American poets such as Joy 
Harjo (Muscogee). 

S.R. Tommie shared stories about 
her childhood with the crowd. She 
said her Seminole family makes her 
proud because they can openly dis- 
play their creativity and share their 
stories and poems. Poet Moses “Bigg” 
Jumper Jr. agreed, saying “stories 
have to be passed on to younger peo- 
ple.” 

Jumper also said he hopes more 
Tribal citizens will attend similar 
events in the future so they can hear 
stories about the Seminole ways to re- 
tell them to future generations. 

Diana Stone of the Ah-Tah-Thi- 
Ki Museum, who helped coordinate 
the event, said in addition to more 
Creative Expression Night events, the 
museum plans to host many similar 
events in the near future. 



Marisol Gonzalez 


Marty Bowers reads poetry that he wrote about his hardships and accomplishments 
throughout his life. 



Marisol Gonzalez 

Paul “Cowbone” Buster tells a story of a little mouse to the crowd and finishes it 
while he sings along with the story. 


Marisol Gonzalez 

S.R. Tommie shares stories from her childhood about her mother and grandmother. 


BRIGHTON 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Tribal employees enjoy the lunch provided while watching the personal 
collection presentation by the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum Conservator Corey 
Smith (L). 

Seminole Moments Presents 
‘Personal Collections’ Lecture 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — In the latest Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum-spon- 
sored Seminole Moments lecture series, held Sept. 17 at the Cattle 
and Range Offices, Tribal citizens and employees learned about the 
care and maintenance of a personal collection of memorabilia. 

“Extending the longevity of your personal items can be done 
by just doing a few simple things,” Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum Con- 
servator Corey Smith said. 

Smith added that the same factors impacting the museum also 
affect a personal collection in the home. She said factors such as 
light, temperature, water, dirt, bugs, pollution and handling, can 
compromise the integrity of pieces in a collection. 

“The most important thing to monitor is the environment,” 
Smith said. 

As a conservator, Smith’s duties include cleaning, reconstruct- 
ing, stabilizing and preserving cultural property and works of art. 
She said preserving involves seven steps: minimizing the effects of 
light, providing stable, moderate relative humidity and tempera- 
ture, minimizing pest activity, knowing how to handle objects, 
knowing how to display objects and knowing how to properly store 
objects. 

She said lighting plays a major role in deteriorating the quali- 
ty of items and can cause fading and chemical damage to item s 
such as curtains, mgs, clothing, prints or paper items, paintings and 
furniture. The higher the light energy, the more damage caused; and 
it has cumulative and irreversible affects. 

The dangers of relative humidity and temperature rank high on 
the precaution scale as well, Smith explained. Extremes in these 
two areas often occur in basements, attics and garages, and speed 
up the deterioration process. Placing sensitive objects over active 
fireplaces, next to heating and cooling vents, in direct sunlight or in 
bathrooms should be avoided, she said. 

According to Smith, centrally-located closets remain one of 
the best storage areas for valuables. Lowering home temperatures 
where valuables are stored by at least 18 degrees Fahrenheit will 
double the life span of art, particularly with chemical deterioration. 

Smith pointed out by limiting pest activities with good house- 
keeping and proper storage collections, items will remain intact. 
She suggested inspecting objects annually for signs of insects. 

In addition, she said handling objects with clean, dry, lotion- 
free hands or clean cotton or plastic gloves will increase their lifes- 
pan. Natural oils and acids from the skin can stain paper and soft 
ceramics, corrode metals and dissolve furniture finishes. 

Smith said one of the most important items in many personal 
collections is photographs. Because they hold such a high value to 
most people, she said preserving them should involve several steps: 
duplicating, avoiding light and humidity exposure, keeping ani- 
mals, food and pests out of contact, always wearing clean gloves, 
handling objects by holding the edges, never bending photos, keep- 
ing the photos dust-free, and using a graphic pencil rather than a 
pen for labeling. 

She suggested the following precautions when preserving 
books, video tapes, cassettes and CDs/DVDs: making sure the 
books on the shelves stand upright with firm support, making sure 
books are one inch from the edge of the shelf which will show any 
signs of dust or insect activity, watching out for cockroaches and 
silverfish because they love to eat books, avoiding magnets 
because of possible erasing, avoiding the sun because of warping to 
reels and cassettes, storing tapes on end, similar to book storage, to 
prevent warping, rewinding tapes after recording or playbacks, 
storing discs out of direct sunlight or artificial light, storing discs 
individually in dust-free cases and envelopes, never stacking bare 
discs on top of each other, and storing discs at 50 degrees Fahren- 
heit and at 40 percent relative humidity in the long-term. 

For those interested in learning more, Smith recommended the 
book “Saving Stuff: How to Care for and Preserve Your Col- 
lectibles, Heirlooms, and Other Prized Possessions” by Don 
Williams, senior furniture conservator at the Smithsonian Institute. 
She also suggests consulting Light Impressions, University Prod- 
ucts, the American Institute of Conservators, or herself, at corey- 
smith@semtribe.com, for more information. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum Conservator Corey Smith discusses and answers 
questions on photograph care and maintenance. 
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Marisol Gonzalez 

(L-R) Dorothy Tommie, Mary Gay Osceola and Wilmeth DeHass cut the ceremonial ribbon for the 
seniors’ new computer lab. 


Seniors Attend Computer Lab Opening 



BY MARISOL GONZALEZ they are now able to do so in their own envi- 

Staff Reporter ronment in the Senior Center. 

Wilmeth DeHass, Dorothy Tommie 
HOLLYWOOD — Although the sen- and Mary Gay Osceola, joined Hollywood 
iors have worked on computers with Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr., for 
instructor Roger Fabel for many months, the ceremonial ribbon cutting to officially 

open the computer 
lab in the Holly- 
wood Senior Center 
on Sept. 12. 

Fabel said he 
has worked with the 
Tribal citizens 
weekly since May, 
teaching various 
technical functions 
including how to 
operate various 
computer programs, 
and even digital 
photography. 

“These train- 
ings are probably 
the most successful 
here in Hollywood,” 
he said. “The stu- 
dents really enjoy 
it.” 

Fabel said he 
has worked with the 
Tribe for approxi- 
mately three years 
and makes weekly 
Marisol Gonzalez visits to each reser- 

(L-R) Instructor Roger Fabel teaches Dorothy Tommie basic steps in the vation. 

Microsoft Windows operating system. 


Gaming CEO Speaks at Annual Summit 


BY SHELLEY MARMOR 
Assistant Editor 

HOLLYWOOD — For the third year 
in a row the Florida Gaming Summit took 
place at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & 
Casino. 

The Tribe’s CEO of Seminole Gaming 
James Allen gave the opening keynote 
address at the summit, which took place 
Oct. 7, in the main ballroom s . 

Allen, a nearly-30 year veteran in the 
gaming industry, began his 20 minute 
speech by discussing the successes of the 
Hard Rock International, calling it “one of 
the hottest brands in the world.” Allen said 
the Hard Rock has had 8.8 million media 
profiles this year; meaning that many arti- 
cles have featured or referenced the Hard 
Rock brand name. 

“This is not just luck,” he said. “We 
think we work a little harder, we think we 
work a little smarter than other gaming 
facilities.” 

Allen went on to attribute much of the 
Hard Rock’s success to the Seminole Tribe 
and the Tribal Council, saying “their perse- 
verance is why we’re here today.” He also 
said all 30,000 employees at Seminole gam- 
ing facilities worldwide strive to focus on 
three key things while on the job: quality, 
service and efficiency. 

He concluded his speech saying that 
Hard Rock International must look to the 
future, which he said will center on technol- 
ogy. Allen said in the future, the Hard 
Rock’s collection of music memorabilia — 
the largest in the world — will be interac- 


tive so guests can feel more involved with 
one of the Hard Rock’s most impressive 
facets. 

In a panel discussion that took place 
later in the day, Tribal General Counsel Jim 


Shore discussed the topic “Seminole Com- 
pact: Understanding and Impact,” and Pres- 
ident of the Tampa Hard Rock John Fontana 
spoke during the “Building Responsibility 
into an Expanding Market” panel. 



Marisol Gonzalez 


CEO of Seminole Gaming James Allen speaks during the opening keynote address at the annual 
Florida Gaming Summit on Oct. 7. 


| BIG CYPRESS 

Construction Scheduled to Begin at Basin 4 


SUBMITTED BY ERMD 

BIG CYPRESS — Starting in Decem- 
ber, residents in Big Cypress will see con- 
struction begin in the pastures and cypress 
heads just north of the new waste-water 
treatment plant. 

Basin 4, the next contract in the series 
of four storm water treatment projects, will 
include 3.5 miles of canals, two pump sta- 
tions and three access roads. Basin 4 is 
located at the north boundary of the Big 
Cypress Reservation, just west of the North 
Feeder Canal. 

Construction is expected to continue 
through June 2009, so residents in Big 
Cypress will probably see some dust and 
hear some noise from the trucks and dozers 
working in the area. 

When completed, Basin 4 will be 


another part of a larger plan to clean fertil- 
izer contamination from storm water runoff 
that causes so much trouble in the ever- 
glades. Basin 1, located by the citrus groves 
near the West Feeder Canal Bridge, is 99 
percent complete. The Environmental 
Resource Management Dept. (ERMD) 
began water monitoring for Basin 1 on Aug. 
15. It is still too soon to observe any 
improvement in the water quality, but sam- 
pling will continue for future analysis. 

Anyone with questions, comments or 
concerns, please do not hesitate to call 
Roberto Castillo (863) 902-3200, Ext. 
13414. 

Remember, construction work is inter- 
esting to watch, but don’t get close. The 
machine operators are watching their work 
and not expecting someone to be near them, 
so please stay safe by staying away. 



Photo Submitted by ERMD 
Basin 4 in Big Cypress 
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BIG CYPRESS 



Instructors and participants of the Big Cypress Star Search Music Camp gather onstage. 


Seminoles Attend Star Search Music Camp 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Out of 26 finalists, David Billy 
won the grand prize during the 2008 Seminole Star 
Search finale back in February. 

Taking the stage at the Seminole Star Search Music 
Camp, held Oct. 4-5 in the Big Cypress Gym, Billy pro- 
vided the participants with an opportunity to see what 
possibilities lie ahead for those willing to work hard to 
achieve their dreams. 

“Participating in the Seminole Star Search has 
opened new doors for me,” Billy said. “Retiring from 
my career in law enforcement, Micki Free offered me a 
position on his staff. I am learning about music produc- 
tions and traveled with him to Nashville, where he is 
currently recording ‘Star Search Winners’ for distribu- 
tion.” 

“The Star Search Winners” CD, produced by Micki 
Free and sponsored by the Tribe, will soon be released 
for sale to the public. It will be available at the Hard 
Rock Hotel and Casino gift shop in addition to numer- 
ous other locations in the near ftiture. 

Free, director of Seminole heritage events and pro- 
motions, a veteran of the music industry who has toured 
with music super-groups including Kiss and Rush, also 
hosted the music camp. 

“The Seminole Tribe believes in you and the sky is 
the limit,” he said. “We have established the Star Search 
Music Camp to identify your desires and supply you 
with the knowledge to assist in your ascent to stardom.” 

Event organizers designed the camp’s curriculum 
to appeal to all levels of experience as well as all age 
groups. From 1 -year-old Rain Cypress, who sang nurs- 
ery songs, to young adults, the participants received 
instruction on topics such as stage presence and finding 
inspiration. 

“Music is a spiritual expression of our soul and tal- 
ent,” Free said. “Our curriculum is designed to stimu- 
late and excite aspiring artists from all genres. Our 
highly experienced instructors look forward to enhanc- 
ing the presence of the artists and provide the impetus 
for them to achieve their goals.” 

Coming from diverse backgrounds, each of the 
instructors provided their own take on how to succeed 
in the music industry, as well as critiqued each per- 
former. 

The instructors included: Matt Kramer, the former 
lead singer of the band Saigon Kick, hip-hop song- 
writer/producer Prince Markie Dee, one of the original 
members of the The Fat Boys, who has also written and 
produced songs for Jennifer Lopez, Mariah Carey and 
Beyonce, Cima Georgevich of the Redline Media 
Group who has worked with R. Kelly and Foxy Brown, 
and Sally R. Tommie, the Ft. Pierce Liaison who 



(L-R) Kaylee Jumper and Emilie Bowers sing a duet at the 
music camp. 


brought her six years of experience from the Barbizon 
School of Modeling to the music camp. 

“There is so much creativity and talent on the 
reservations,” Liaison Tommie said. “If you have it and 
don’t share it, you are committing a crime. 

“It is important to develop your charisma and proj- 
ect yourself to your audiences,” she added. “With a pos- 
itive image, you will shine. 

After the judges’ introductions, Free addressed the 
audience. He said they would first participate in sever- 
al evaluations, all designed to help them hone their 
skills so they can pursue their talents. 

The participants then took the stage for karaoke 
sing-along’s and evaluations. With no sign of stage 
fright, Adakai Robbins, 6, belted out his tune, before 
bringing sister, Natomah, to the stage to join him. Eli- 
jah Billie, and brothers Jared and John Mclnturff fol- 



Judy Weeks 


Self-taught musician Preston Osceola has an ear for music. 


lowed. Kaylee Jumper, a participant from Star Search 
2008, returned and performed a duet with Emilie Bow- 
ers. 

Using Adrienne Cypress, 14, as an example, judge 
Matt Kramer pointed out her use of correct pitch, 
singing in tune and hitting every note following her per- 
formance. 

After watching Preston Osceola, 14, tune his own 
guitar and listening to him play Shinedown’s hit song, 
“45,” Micki Free congratulated him on his ability and 
professionalism. Self-taught, Preston began playing at 
age 7. He recently joined the music class at Adventure 
Christian Academy in Tavares, Fla. and also joined 
DV8 Youth Celebration Appraise, a non-denomination- 
al Christian band, as their only guitarist. 

Robert Cypress’ performance of the Guns N’ Roses 
hit “Sweet Child of Mine” on his acoustic bass guitar 
also caught the attention of the instructors. 

“The performances of both young men were out- 
standing,” said Free. “When we hold our next music 
camp in January, I would look forward to seeing if they 
wouldn’t complement each other by playing together. I 
see the prospects of an awesome duo.” 

By the final day of the camp, the artists discussed 
techniques and experiences amongst themselves. They 
shared equipment and ideas while talking about future 
jam sessions, song arrangements and Seminole Star 
Search 2009. 

“These music camps are only the beginning,” said 
Free. “The Seminole Tribe is serious about supporting 
you. The Tribe is all about building a foundation for its 
youth, who represent the next generation. 

“We hope to see numerous contestants at the music 
camp in January, and February try-outs,” he added. 
“The Seminole Star Search 2009 finale will take place 
on March 27.” 



TAMPA 


Tampa’s Council Oak Celebrates First Anniversary 

‘ Deadliest Catch ’ Wizard Capt. Keith Colburn Attends Event 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

TAMPA — The Tribe’s fine dining 
staple restaurant, Council Oak Steaks & 
Seafood in the Tampa Hard Rock Hotel 
& Casino, turned 1 year old on Sept 27. 
Invited guests helped commemorate this 
milestone in a special celebration held 
onsite. 

Since the Council Oak opened in 
2004 in both the Seminole Hard Rock 
Hotels on the Tampa and Hollywood 
Reservations, it has catered to patrons 
with a taste for the finest in USDA 
steaks and local and imported seafood. 

The restaurant ages its meat for 21 
days in a Himalayan pink salt brick- 
lined butcher shop to ensure quality. In 
addition, the Council Oak serves 
seafood from local waters, live Maine 
lobster and fresh Alaskan king crab 
imported from the Bering Sea brought in 
regularly. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Captain Keith Colburn (Second from Right), star of the popular Discovery 
Channel docu-drama, The Deadliest Catch, with Tampa Hard Rock staff after 
presenting the hotel with an autographed picture of his famous fishing ves- 
sel, Wizard. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Keith Colburn explains the importance of proper crab cooking and prepa- 
ration to the audience. 


The eatery gets its name from the 
iconic, ancestral oak tree of the same 
name located on the Hollywood Reserva- 
tion just outside the Seminole Classic 
Casino. 

A special generation of Seminole 
leaders regularly met beneath the tree to 
conduct business meetings and other 
affairs before the establishment of the 
Tribal Headquarters building. The oak 
still stands today and serves as a symbol 
of tradition, pride and strength within the 
Tribe. 

Captain Keith Colburn also joined the 
festivities for a special cooking and crab 
presentation in the VIP Plum Lounge. 

Best known as captain of the World 
War II-era Navy ship, and now converted 
fishing vessel, Wizard, Colburn’s take 
charge character shines on the hit docu- 
drama television series The Deadliest 
Catch. The popular show premiered on the 
Discovery Channel in 2005, and airs in 
more than 150 countries. 

“The show is a good way to docu- 
ment what I do,” he said. “It captiviates 
different people for different reasons.” 

With an extensive food menu and a 
wide-ranging wine selection Council Oak 
Steaks & Seafood also features a cozy 
lounge with live entertainment nightly. 

Every seat in the dining room has a 
direct view of the state-of-the-art chef’s 
kitchen, as well as wine rooms which 
unfold as a theater, behind floor-to-ceiling 
glass. The restaurant has gained recogni- 
tion nationally, as well by Wine Spectator 
Magazine receiving the coveted Award for 
Excellence. 
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Seniors Attend Cherokee Fair & Fall Pow-Wow 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

CHEROKEE, N.C. — Several of 
Immokalee’s seniors boarded an excur- 
sion bus on Oct. 8 for a five day trip to 
the Cherokee Fair & Fall Pow-Wow. 

Rachel Billie, Linda Frank, Pete 
Aguilar, Nancy Motlow, Elaine 
Aguilar, Ruth Osceola and Mary 
Sanchez visited the Appalachian Moun- 
tains during a time when the landscape 
provided one breathtaking view after 
another, as the leaves on the trees 
changed color in the refreshingly cool 
temperatures. 

The seniors watched the Cherokee 
Pow-Wow performers and then spent a 
day exploring the Fair and Flea Market. 

Hunting for bargains amid the wide 
assortment of Native American mer- 
chandise, they picked up new ideas, as 
well as purchases. 

Many Seminole seniors attended 
boarding school in Cherokee during 
their youth. Each time they return, they 
hope for the opportunity to meet former 
schoolmates and renew old acquain- 
tances. Both Mary Sanchez and Eliza- 
beth Tiger Olea had the good fortune to 
encounter some old friends and remi- 
nisce about their pasts. 

Leaving the Pow-Wow behind, the Pete Aguilar 

seniors got down to the real purpose of The Immokalee seniors take in the beautiful vistas created by the Smokey Mountains. 

their trip — shopping. 




Photo Submitted by Pete Aguilar 

The many colors of the changing autum leaves surround the seniors, [L-R, Back Row) Rachel Billie, Linda 
Frank, Pete Aguilar, Nancy Motlow, Elaine Aguilar, [L-R, Front Row) Ruth Osceola and Mary Sanchez in the 
Appalachian Mountains. 


Cherokee’s surrounding areas 
boast many unique stores with 
superior art and craft supplies and 
hard-to-find merchandise that 
appeal to Native American culture. 
The shoppers spent a full day visit- 
ing The Medicine Man, fabric 
stores, bead outlets, and a multi- 
tude of quilt shops. Meandering 
through the fabric stores in 
Asheville, N.C., the ladies renewed 
their sewing supplies for the next 
season. 

“I wouldn’t thi nk of going to 
Cherokee without stopping by 
Talking Leaves,” Immokalee Trib- 
al Council Liaison Elaine Aguilar 
said of one of her favorite stores. “I 
have done a lot of traveling, but as 
far as Native American bookstores 
are concerned, they are at the top 
of the list. It’s a treasure chest of 
information and memorabilia.” 

Taking a side trip across the 
state line into Tennessee, the group 
visited the Smokey Mountain 
Knife Works in Sevierville, beside 
Pigeon Forge. With more than 
10,000 item s on display, the sen- 
iors spent hours examining and 
purchasing knives, large pots, skil- 
lets, forks and spoons for use in 
outdoor cooking, as well as in their 
kitchens. 



Marisol Gonzalez 

Moses “Bigg” Jumper Jr. autographs his “Echoes in the Wind” book of original poetry at the 
Homestead Public Library. 


Tribal Citizen Speaks at Public Library 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOMESTEAD — Moses “Bigg” 
Jumper Jr. spoke and recited his original 
poetry as part of the ongoing Bea Peskoe 
Lunchtime Lecture Series, held at the 
Homestead Public Library on Oct. 6. 

Jumper took the podium and spoke 
about his life, telling stories about where he 
came from, his upbringing and Seminole 
heritage. He intrigued the listeners with sto- 
ries about his grandmother, Ada Tiger, and 
his mother, Betty Mae Jumper, who actual- 
ly spoke at the same lecture series 
about a decade ago. 

Jumper said these two Tribal 
matriarchs inspired him through- 
out his life. He recalled childhood 
memories of his mother selling 
traditional arts and crafts as sou- 
venirs just so his family could 
survive. 

“We needed to do whatever 
we can to make our living.” 

Jumper said. 

He then went on to read 
poems from his book of original 
poetry, “Echoes in the Wind,” 
which included the poems “Peo- 
ple of Poetry,” “The Council 
Oak,” and the title poem, “Echoes 
in the Wind.” He also read a poem 
entitled “Simplicity,” which he 
said garnered him awards in poet- 
ry contests he has entered. 

Jumper said he strives to fos- 
ter self-expression within the 
Tribe. He said he also hopes to 
keep history of the Seminoles 


alive throughout his poetry, and encourages 
others to find a way to express themselves. 

A question and answer session with 
10th graders from Colonial Christian 
School in Homestead followed Jumper’s 
reading and lecture. Members of the Home- 
stead Center for the Arts committee, the 
organization that sponsors the Bea Peskoe 
Lunchtime Lecture Series, also posed ques- 
tions at the presentation’s conclusion. 

Margaret Staples, president of the 
Homestead Center for the Arts, presented 
Jumper with a certificate of appreciation on 
behalf of the committee. 
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Tribe Holds Numerous Summer Activities for Youth 






BY ROBERT C. NORTH SR. 

Contributing Writer 

Cooperative partnerships on various levels allowed 
for expanded activities for Seminole youth during the 
summer of 2008. Government, departmental and enter- 
prise partnerships provided prevention services for 
Tribal youth from several reservations throughout the 
summer months. 

Event organizers encouraged the youth to partici- 
pate in a wide variety of events and activities through- 
out the summer; all of which engaged and informed 
them. Summer youth events and activities, co-spon- 
sored through Tribal departments, enterprises, individu- 
als and government grants, covered a vast array of sub- 
jects at various locations. 

Seminole Broadcasting Dept. Video Workship 

During the week of June 23-27, the Seminole 
Broadcasting Dept, held their second annual Youth 
Filmmaking Class at the Boys & Girls Club Teen Cen- 
ter. Ten Tribal youth from various Seminole 
reservations and communities participated in 
this weeklong event. 

The event’s partnership between the 
Broadcasting, Boys & Girls Club and Educa- 
tion Departments, worked well for the recruit- 
ment and execution of the Youth Film Work- 
shop. 

Hollywood/Non-Resident Youth Con- 
ference in Orlando 

The Boys & Girls Club, Seminole Police, 

Health, Education and Family Services 
Departments facilitated daily classes, as well 
as provided technical assistance and confer- 
ence support for the 2008 Hollywood/Non- 
Resident Youth Conference. The conference 
took place at the Royal Pacific Hotel in Orlan- 
do. 

More than 150 Tribal youth participated in 
classes which included: Team Building, Inter- 
active Financial Training, Cal Ripken Quick- 
ball, a revolutionary sport that promotes agili- 
ty and eye-hand coordination and combines 
elements of softball and baseball, and presen- 
tations by tribal departments including Family 
Services, Allied Health Presentation, Fitness 
and Culture. 

Seminole Culture and the Mikasuki 
Language 

Staff, parents and youth participated in 
classes on Seminole arts and crafts, culture and 
the Mikasuki language. 

“During the youth conferences, the Cul- 
ture Class is always busy with youth making 
items in the morning and their parents and 
grandparents sewing in the evenings ... it is a 
very busy time,” Jo Motlow North, Holly- 
wood Culture Dept, coordina- 
tor said. “But I think we are 
all learning together ... like 
the old days in our Indian 
Camps”. 

During the classes, Victor 
Billie from the Immokalee 
Culture Dept, spoke to the 
youth about the Mikasuki lan- 
guage, its history, specific 
words, and how to pronounce 
these words. 

Teen Action Program 
(funded by the National 
Center for Victims and 
Crimes) 

A member of the Boys & 

Girls Club staff, in partner- 
ship with a Seminole Police 
Dept, officer, presented a les- 
son on labeling and self iden- 
tity to teen age youth in atten- 
dance. Teen Action classes 
also took place at the Holly- 
wood Reservation Teen Cen- 
ter. 

Teen Action participant 
Katy Young reflected about 
the classes. 

“We got to interact 
with each other [teen par- 
ticipants] and learn about 
serious matters,” Young 
said. 

Team Building: 

Boys & Girls club 
staff presented fun and 
exciting activities focus- 
ing on the importance of 
team building. Youth of 
all ages participated in 
activities like “Tin Foil 
Tower Building” and 
“Ping Pong River Cross- 
ing” during the annual 
youth conference. 

“I believe that the 
more we, as Tribal lead- 
ers, mentors, officers or 
community members, 
stress to the youth that no 
one is perfect and there 
are people that who care 
about them, we will begin 
to see changes in them for 
the better,” said Officer 
Michelle Daza of the 
Seminole Police Dept, 
about the Youth Confer- 
ence’s effectiveness. “The 
Youth Conference is the per- 
fect tool to reach out to the 
youth.” 

Interactive Financial 
Training: 

Youth participants were 
presented a brief presenta- 
tion about protecting their 
wealth and financial plan- 
ning. Upon completion of the 
presentation the teens were 
able to play the board game 
“Life”. During the game the 
instructors went to each table 
asking questions which 
prompted discussions con- 
cerning loans, employment, 
education and much more. 

Upon closing, the “win- 
ners” and “losers” shared 
their experiences about the 
strategies and obstacles they 
faced with during the exer- 
cise. 

Tribal “Bucks” and 
Store 


For the second consecutive year, the 
Hollywood/Non-Resident Youth Conference has spon- 
sored a “Tribal Store.” This “store” is designed for the 
participating youth to earn “Tribal Bucks” to either save 
or spend. The “Tribal Bucks” were a facsimile, but can 
be tendered for the designated period of time at the con- 
ference “Tribal Store.” 

At the end of each Youth Conference day, the 
“Tribal Store” would open for business, whereby youth 
participants could purchase store items for various 
prices. Qualified youth participants could choose to 
save their “Tribal Bucks” throughout the duration of the 
conference and earn twice the amount of “Universal 
Dollars,” which they redeemed as real money during 
their trip to the Universal Theme park and at the Uni- 
versal Hotels. 

This exercise, coupled with the “Interactive Finan- 
cial Training” class, has proven itself as a viable finan- 
cial teaching mechanism for Tribal youth. A form of 
these classes/exercises will be offered throughout the 


Robert C. North Sr. 

Thelma Bowers of the Boys & Girls Club displays a tarantula at the Boys 
& Girls Club/Okalee Village summer field trip, “Close Encounters.” 


Robert C. North Sr. 

(L-R) Tribal youth Raymond Osceola and Preston Osceola work on their kayaking skills 
during the Boys & Girls Club’s Summer Wilderness Adventures Series. 


Robert C. North Sr. 

SPD Officer Michele Daza [second from left) works with Seminole youth during an interactive 
“Immersions” class at the Hollywood/Non-Resident Youth Conference. 


Robert C. North Sr. 

Chandler DeMayo tries to decide what to buy with his hard earned “Tribal Bucks” at the 
Hollywood/Non-Resident Youth Conference. 






year at the Seminole Boys & Girls Clubs. 

“Immersion Presents” 

The Immersion Program, provided through a pre- 
vention grant, aimed to help educate youth on the 
importance of science and the value of the earth and its 
oceans. 

The program contains curriculum with several 
classes that are taught over a period of several months. 
The youth learned during a class titled “Ancient Erup- 
tions” at the 2008 Hollywood/Non-Resident Seminole 
Youth Conference, July 7-10 in Orlando. 

Boys & Girls Club staff and Seminole Police 
Department Officer Michele Daza conducted four 
activities from this series with a large number of youth 
in attendance. Youth participants learned about the 
geology and archeology of the Sea of Crete, the Aegean 
and Black Seas. In addition, the Boys & Girls Club 


Robert C. North Sr. 

Deila Harjo cuddles a baby raccoon at a Okalee Village, “Close Encounters” visit at the Boys 
& Girls Club. 


Robert C. North Sr. 

(L-R) Marsha Osceola and Deila Harjo show off their hair do’s during the Boys & Girls 
Club’s Summer Wilderness Adventures Series. 


Robert C. North Sr. 

(L-R) Raevin Frank and Leisset Baker at a Health Dept.-sponsored early morn- 
ing walk during the Hollywood/Non-Resident Youth Conference. 


Robert C. North Sr. 

Seminole youth work on culture projects at the Hollywood/Non-Resident Youth Confer- 
ence in Orlando. 


presents the class “The Secrets of the Gulf (Gulf of 
Mexico)” on a weekly basis. 

The Seminole Police Dept, was actively involved 
with the program by assisting with preparation, con- 
ducting and monitoring of the weekly classes. Youth are 
learning about an expedition that took place in the Gulf 
in 2007 and what scientists learned about its delicate 
ecosystem, as well as the importance of its preservation. 
The youth have already completed four of the eight 
activities included in this series. 

“Camp Hercules” 

“Camp Hercules” took place Aug. 1 1-14 in Mystic, 
Conn., with one Boys & Girls Club staff member and 
two youth participants in attendance. During the four- 
day camp, the participants participated in fun, interac- 
tive activities while challenging them to use what they 
have learned from the “Immersion Presents” classes 
held at their local club. 

The club earned 
points for each challenge 
completed, earning sec- 
ond place honors for their 
overall efforts. The activi- 
ties took them out on the 
ocean in a schooner, crab 
hunting, to the Mystic 
Seaport and Mystic 
Aquarium, and on the last 
night they attended a 
beach party. 

“The classes in the 
aquarium were cool,” par- 
ticipant Anissa Osceola 
said. 

Cal Ripken Badges 
for Baseball Program* 

The Boys & Girls 
Club partnered with the 
Seminole Recreation 
Dept, and the Seminole 
Police Dept, to sponsor 
the “Cal Ripken Badges 
for Baseball Program.” 
Baseball legend Cal Rip- 
ken Jr., and his brother, 
Billy, designed the sport 
to incorporate healthy 
lifestyle decisions and 
good sportsmanship for youth. 

A portion of the program, 
called “Quickball,” takes place 
inside a gym and/or a large 
indoor space on rainy days. A 
large number of participants, 
divided into three age cate- 
gories, can play the fast-paced 
sport which allows all partici- 
pants to remain physically 
active for longer periods of 
time. 

Seminole youth and Recre- 
ation Dept, staff, through the 
resources afforded by the Cal 
Ripken Sr. Foundation, attend- 
ed the Cal Ripken Baseball 
Camp in Aberdeen, Md. 

“It was fun because there 
were a lot of things to do; like 
the zip line, canoeing, tubing, 
pool, basketball and the game 
room,” said youth participant 
Devan Bowers. 

Seminole Okalee Indian 
Village 

Through the cooperation of 
the Seminole Okalee Indian 
Village’s General Manager 
Leoma Poore, the Boys & Girls 
Club youth got the chance to 
interact with and learn about 
various animals of historical 
important to their ancestors. Through 
these supervised “Close Encounters” 
program, youth handled raccoons, alli- 
gators, tarantulas and learned about 
their specific habitats. 

The Okalee Indian Village will also 
provide similar animal encounters with- 
in the coming months. 

Wilderness Culture Camps 
The Boys & Girls Clubs of Ameri- 
ca’s “Sustainability” and “Teen Action” 
grants, club fund raising activities and 
Hollywood Board Rep. Gloria Wilson 
each contributed to the success of the 
2008 Wilderness Culture Camps that 
took place in remote areas of Idaho for 
Seminole youth and parents. Tribal citi- 
zen Herbert Jim served as the Seminole 
cultural instructor, and taught the youth 
about Seminole culture, traditions and 
the Mikasuki language. 

Toby Patrick of the Umatilla Tribe 
acted as a cultural consultant and inter- 
pretive guide for the Idaho wilderness, 
his ancestral homeland. Seminole youth 
also learned basic survival skills, 
including how to set up and dismantle a 
camp and river navigation skills. The 
youth got to see a pristine portion of the 
U.S. and about the importance of pre- 
serving such remote locations for future 
generations. 

The Wilderness Camps brought 
youth, parents, grandparents and staff 
together for a remote outdoor experi- 
ence. In addition to partaking in several 
water-sports activities, the youth also 
camped out in the wilderness. 

“It was ‘scrafun,’” said participant 
Delia Harjo, who invented her 
own word, a mixture of “scary” 
and “fun,” to describe her 
Wilderness Camp experience. 
“It’s better to be in the woods 
because it is quiet . . . more of 
an adventure!” 

The Wilderness Culture 
Camps further help in building 
positive group, community and 
leadership skills amongst the 
participating youth. 

New Website - seminole- 
bgc.org 

The Boys & Girls Club of 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
recently developed a new web- 
site as an information tool for 
youth, parents and community 
members. This website, semi- 
nolebgc.org, will provide up- 
to-date and future club events 
and activities. 
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Ttie largest SUV Fleet in South Florida and the lowest prices. 

Fleet: Ferrari, Porsche, Lamborghini, Hummer H2, Cadillac Escalade 2008, Chrysler 300. 

ns 

MILLENIUM LIMO, INC. 

www.milleniumlimo.com 

Over 18 Hummers, Chryslers, Mercedes and Escalades to choose from ! 
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Starting out at $55/hrfor Regular Limos 
$99/hr for Hummer H2 Limos and Escalade Limos 
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Weddings - Night Outs * Excursions * Much More * Airport Port Transfers 

Fax: 954-743-5552 * Email: milleniumlimos@aoLcom 

We cover the following counties: Lee, Collier, Dade, Broward, Palm Beach 

1 - 800 - 808-2062 



Jessica Lopez, who raised a Grand Champion steer in the past, hopes to do it again this year with “Bubba. 


Seminole 4-H Begins 2008-2009 Steer Projects 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

Seminole 4-H participants officially began their 
2008-2009 Steer Projects on Sept. 13-14 with the initial 
weigh-in. 

Seminole 4-H Director Polly Hayes, her assistant 
Dionne Smedley and 4-H Extension Agent Michael 
Bond joined the youngsters, their parents and advisors 
at Big Cypress, Brighton and Immokalee to complete 
the task. 

Deviating from previous years, steer selection and 
delivery took place during the last week in June, rather 
than late July as in years past. This decision provided 
numerous advantages, including the 4-h’ers receiving 
younger, less aggressive livestock of a more manage- 
able weight. In the meantime, the ranchers could sepa- 
rate their calves in preparation for marketing and herd 
management. 

“Summer school vacation gave the participants 
additional time to become acquainted with their steers 


and begin the taming and handling process,” Hayes 
said. “I already see an increase in parental participation 
from previous years. Teaching responsibility and build- 
ing family cooperation are 4-H goals.” 

Brangus steers for the program came from the 
herds of 43 Seminole cattle owners and belong to supe- 
rior quality livestock. Registration of projects included 
eight from Immokalee, four from Big Cypress and 23 
from Brighton. 

Evidencing a remarkable difference from previous 
years, the majority of these haltered animals made their 
way to the scale chute with ease. Each steer, weighing 
an average of 700 pounds, received a careful exam for 
identification and health purposes prior to receiving an 
ear tag and worming. 

A meeting took place with the 4-H advisor at each 
reservation for enrollment and registration. Each partic- 
ipant completed a steer contract and received their 
member record book. Joining the owners of past Grand 
and Reserve Champions, the runner-ups and first time 
participants began a very productive new season. 



(L-R) Jay Roberts places his hand on his steer’s head as he introduces him to Ethan Aguilar. 



Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Juan Saldana gives Aaron Alvarado tips on leading 
“Charlie.” 


Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Roy Alvarado watches Luke Hamlett tag “Charman- 
der” for his son, Jonah. 



Owner of the 2008 Grand Champion steer, Kenny Davis Jr. (R) shows off his 2009 prospect to bystanders. 
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5th Annual 

RANDALL HUGGINS 


Memorial “Big Bailers” 
“All Indian” 

Basketball Tournament 


Thursday, Friday & Saturday 
December 4, 5 & 6, 2008 

Seminole Hollywood Gymnasium 

3090 NW 63rd Avenue, Hollywood Florida 


Men's & Women's 1st Place 
$12k Men - $Wk Women 
Team Trophy & Jackets 

Men's & Women’s 2nd Place 
$6k Men - $5k Women 
Team Trophy & Duffel Bags 

Men’s & Women’s 3rd Place 
$3k - Team Trophy & Sweaters 

Men’s & Women’s 4th Place 
$2k - Team Trophy & Duffel Bags 


Entry Fee $350 
Must be paid before 1st game 
NO EXCEPTIONS 
Deadline Wed., Nov. 26, 2008 
CASH PAYOUTS 

Men’s & Women’s 3-pt. Contest 
Men’s Slam Dunk Contest 
MVP 

Sportsmanship Award 

CDIB & Tribal ID Cartls Required 
Must be 18 years old and over 


Info: Norman Huggins - Cell: 305.333.2861 or Carlos in Seminole Recreation - 954.989.9457 Ext. 10804 


RANDALL HUGGINS MEMORIAL 

5TH ANNUAL “STRICTLY BUSINESS” 

CAR & BIKE SHOW 


Best Paint 

■■ ;K 

Low Riders 
Imports 

Best Interior 
Best Stock 
Best Old-School 
Motorcycle 


“Family Event! Everyone Welcome! 
Saturday, December 6, 2008 




Seminole Baseball Field 

3090 NW 63rd Avenue, Hollywood Florida 

Open Competition 

Registration Time: 12pm-3pm 
Awards Ceremony: 5pm 

“Be Prompt! No Exceptions!” 

Cash Payouts & Trophys 
Family’s Choice 
All-Around Best of Show 


Low Rider Bikes 
Docks 

4x4 f S 

Best SUV 

Best Classic 

Go-Kart/ATV Division 
7 £k 

Senior Division 


This is a DRUG FREE event. No Alcohol! No Drugs! 

For more information: Contact Norman Huggins - Cell: 305.333.2861 
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Tribe Headlines Economic Consortium in Washington D.C. 




Chris C. Jenkins 

President Richard Bowers Jr. addresses the guests and 
media in attendance at the consortium. 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Members of the newly formed Native American Group Consortium, including President Richard Bowers Jr. [Second from Left). 


Chris C. Jenkins 

President Richard Bowers Jr. (C) with Administra- 
tive Assistant Ciara Billie-Guerue (L) and wife 
Anna Bowers (R) at the U.S. Marine Corps War 
Memorial. 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

WASHINGTON — The Tribe contin- 
ued to redefine and diversify its business 
and economic interests as members helped 
lead the way in the formation of a nation- 
wide consortium called the Native Ameri- 
can Group. 

At a press conference that took place 
on Sept. 23 at the Smithsonian In s titution’s 
National Museum of the Native American, 
the group outlined its purpose — to lead the 
way toward increased buying power across 
the country among Native Americans in the 
beef and cattle industry. 

“A year ago we thought of a way to 
help all of the Tribes be successful and to be 
rich, not in gaming, but in natural 
resources,” President Richard Bowers Jr. 
explained. “The climate and the time were 
right to establish this type of arrangement; 
and now is the time because everyone is 
looking to save.” 

In addition to the Seminole Tribe, the 
Mashantucket Pequot Tribal Nation, the 
Oneida Nation, the Morongo Band of Mis- 
sion Indians, the Cow Creek Band of 
Umpqua Tribe of Indians, the Rosebud 
Sioux Tribe, the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe, 
the Jamestown S’ Klallam Tribe, the Campo 
Kumeyaay Nation and the Yankton Sioux 
Tribe, make up the Native American Group. 


“I think this is an outstanding opportu- 
nity in Indian country and the Department 
of Interior is very proud to play a part in this 
effort,” Indian Energy and Economic 
Development Director with the United 
States Department of the Interior Robert 
Middleton said. 

Great Plain s Indian Gaming Associa- 
tion Executive Director J. Kurt Luger 
expressed big hopes for the alliance as well. 

“This is a whole new phase of com- 
merce and it will be even bigger then gam- 
ing,” Luger predicted. 

Seminole 4-H Coordinator Polly 
Hayes, who also sits on the board for the 
Brighton Cattle Committee and owns cattle, 
said she saw the idea as a great one. 

“It is something that needed to be for a 
long time,” Hayes pointed out. “By doing 
this it gives other Tribes opportunities as 
well to ship their cattle out. It also gives 
them and us another form of revenue.” 

With Native American Tribes already 
producing 40 percent of the cattle processed 
in the U.S., President Bowers and other 
officials in the consortium said they can 
provide a more constant supply of beef 
operating as a bloc. 

The Native American Group also aim s 
to bring together larger varieties of beef cat- 
tle by combining resources. The Tribe’s 
warm-weather Angus Brahma herds and the 
full Angus cattle from the Great Plains 
Tribes are two examples of such a 
benefit. 

“I believe this whole plan is 
the future,” President Bowers said. 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Tribal citizens take in the sights at the National Museum of the Native American. [Front Row, L-R) Mary Tigertail, Polly Hayes, Garret Thomas, Brian 
Bishop, (Back Row, L-R) Janice Osceola, Joe Osceola, Louise Gopher, Big Cypress Board Rep. Cicero Osceola, Reina Micco, Anna Bowers, President 
Richard Bowers Jr., Wendi Riley and Ciara Billie-Guerue. 
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Seminole Media Debuts Cattle Documentary 

SUBMITTED BY SEMINOLE BROADCASTING 

CLEWISTON, Fla. — Cattle own- 
ers who assisted in the making of the 
Seminole Cattle Heritage video joined 
Tribal representatives and Tribal citizens 
for a screening of the documentary film, 
held Sept. 24 at the Clewiston Inn. 

Seminole Cattle Heritage is a 40 
minute documentary produced by Semi- 
nole Media Productions that chronicles 
the history of the Seminole Tribe’s lucra- 
tive and successful cattle industry. 

It traces the Tribe’s involvement 
with cattle, beginning in the 1500s when 
the Spanish introduced cattle to North 
America, through the present day. The 
video highlights the early formation of 
the cattle program as the first economic 
arm of the Tribe, women’s roles in the 
cattle industry, the Red Barn in 
Brighton and Big Cypress and the intro- (L-R) President Richard Bowers Jr. and Chairman Mitchell Cypress present an 
duction of new technologies. award to the family of Agricultural Agent Fred Montsdeoca. 



Judy Weeks 


Chairman Mitchell Cypress, 
President Richard Bowers Jr., 
Brighton Board Rep. Johnnie Jones, 
Big Cypress Board Rep. Cicero 
Osceola and Trial Liaison William 
Osceola attended the event. Alex 
Johns, Assistant Natural Resource 
Dept, director, served as emcee. He 
said the video helped him understand 
“the essence of what it is to be a 
Seminole cattle producer.” 

Daniel Jumper, director of Semi- 
nole Media Productions introduced 
the members of his staff who con- 
tributed to the documentary. 

On Sept. 25, Seminole Cattle 
Heritage premiered at the opening of 
the “Cattle Keepers: The Heritage of 
Seminole Cattle Ranching” exhibit at 
the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki museum in Big 
Judy weeks Cypress; it will run through the exhib- 

Family members surround Jack Smith Sr. (C) as President Richard Bowers Jr. it’s end on Sept. 20, 2009. 

(L) and his son, Brighton Council Rep. Roger Smith, present the Tribal cattle Seminole Cattle Heritage is dedi- 
pioneer with an award. cated to the memory of Jack Smith Sr. 



Members of the Seminole Media Pro- 
ductions team interviewed cattle owners 
from both Big Cypress and Brighton for the 
video. These Tribal citizens provided first- 
hand insight and shared their own memories 
and experiences about the Tribe’s involve- 
ment with cattle. They also discussed what 
this tradition means to individual owners, as 
well as the Tribe as a whole. 

Joe Osceola Sr. and Jack Smith Sr., both 
original cattle owners who contributed to the 
video with their recollections of the early 
days and changes to the cattle program, 
received special awards at the event. The 
family of Fred Montsdeoca accepted an 
award on behalf of their late father, the gov- 
ernment’s agricultural agent who assisted 
early Tribal cattle owners with improving 
their ranching techniques. 



Judy Weeks 

Asst. Natural Resource Director Alex Johns (L) and Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress (Second from Left) honor longtime cattleman Joe Osceola Sr. 
[Third from Left), as his family members surround him. 
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Chris C. Jenkins 

The new exhibit, complete with rare Seminole artifacts and collectibles. 


❖ Cattle 

Continued from page 1A 

said. “It is about learning, and I was happy 
to be a part of it.” 

Rounding out the day’s events, the fifth 
grade Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School 
students recited the Pledge of Allegiance in 
Creek, and Moses “Bigg” Jumper Jr. and 
Norman “Skeeter” Bowers recited poetry. 


The Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum is a Trib- 
ally-owned and operated flagship facility. It 
sits in the Everglades on a 66-acre cypress 
dome in Big Cypress. With 10,000 square 
feet of gallery space, the museum features 
rare artifacts and other collections depicting 
Seminole life. It is open daily from 9 a.m. 
until 5 p.m. and is located north of 1-75 at 
Exit 49. 

For more information, please call (877) 
902-1113 or visit www.ahtahthiki.com. 


The Legacy of Marsh Cow-Pens 

How long has this faded beaten set of pens been around? Honestly, I really don’t know... 
Surely it has been in existence for generations of the Brighton Seminole. 

Only the first Brighton cattle ranchers would know that answer, 
but they have perished with our tears... 

Gone, but not forgotten, for we still hear the cry of calves, 

Calling just like they have throughout the years... 

If these pens could talk, what would they say? 

Honestly, I really don’t know... 

They may say we’ve persevered as the good and 
bad times would come and go. 

We have seen many cows and cowboys walk through our gates during seasons 
of hot and cold. 

Back then we were built to help create 
the future of the Brighton Seminole. 

From our loading ramps we have watched the Seminole cattle get shipped 
throughout the good ole USA. 

The round ups and cookouts are memories of a time long past away... 

Today, we still stand representing a dream and a vision of a people long ago... 

The Marsh pens are forever etched into the history of 
the Brighton Seminole... 

— Norman “Skeeter” Bowers 



Braided whips donated by Tribal citizen and cattle owner Moses “Bigg” Jumper Jr. 


Tribal citizen and 15 year cattle owner Paul Bowers Sr. talks 
about his involvement in establishing the exhibit. 



The fifth grade students of the Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School perform the Pledge of Allegiance in Creek. 


Look forward to more Cattlekeepers in the Nov. 28 issue. 
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Dejong Frank 
Receives GED 

BY JASMIE PORTER 
Adult Vocational Advisor 

HOLLYWOOD — After leaving high school at the 
age of 16, Dejong Frank joined the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida’s GED program. At first he struggled with adapt- 
ing to his GED education plan, but within a couple of 
days, he overcame this struggle and completely adapted 
to his new routine. 

Every day he would meet with a tutor and study dif- 
ferent topics covered on the GED test. With great ease, 
Frank grasped these subjects which include science, 
geometry and 
grammar. 

He has 
shown that 
through deter- 
mination and 
short-term goal 
setting a per- 
son can master 
something that 
may seem 
intimidating 
and over- 
whelming at 
first. It only 
took Fra nk a 
short time to 
prepare before 
he felt ready to 
take the GED 
examination to 
earn his high 
school equiva- 
lency diploma. 

“The GED 
test is easier 
than you 
think,” Frank 
said. “So don’t 
lose hope!” 

Within five 

month s of deciding to study for the test, Frank accom- 
plished his goal of obtaining a GED. He said the hardest 
part of the process was coming to tutoring on time — but 
he managed to do it. He says that his mom, Donna Frank, 
made him come and that he now thanks her for being 
such a strong supporter. 

“She put her trust in me that I could actually do it,” 
Frank said of this mother. 

Frank’s future plans include getting his driver’s per- 
mit and sleeping instead of spending time studying. He 
currently works in the Work Experience Program within 
the Education Dept, and said he plans to take an Ameri- 
can Sign Language class at Broward College in the 
future. 




Chris C. Jenkins 

Ahfachkee School students and staff march together down 
Josie Billie Highway in celebration of Spirit Week festivities. 



Maiyah Bert slides out of the bounce house, one of only a few carnival-themed activities the students enjoyed at the Back-To-School Bash. 


Trail Community Hosts Back-To-School Bash 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

MICCOSUKEE — The Educa- 
tion Dept, held the first Back to 
School Bash of the 2008-2009 school 
year for the Trail Seminoles in the 
Miccosukee Resort ballrooms on 
Sept. 11. 

Trail liaison William Osceola 
welcomed more than two dozen stu- 
dents and their families. He also 
extended his gratitude to the Educa- 
tion Dept, staff, including Director 
Emma Johns, for organizing the 
event. 

“I am very excited about this 
school year,” Johns said. “The Educa- 
tion Department is here for you; 
whatever you need, just give us a 
call.” 

Johns said the department decid- 
ed to title the carnival-themed event 
“Bring Your ‘A’ Game” because so 
many of the Tribe’s youth enjoy play- 
ing sports. She said she hoped that 
enthusiasm will carry over into their 
academic studies. 

In addition to the edible carnival 
treats, the students enjoyed playing in 
the bounce house and on the inflat- 
able jousting mat. Several lucky win- 
ners, Suraiya James, Randelle Osceo- 
la and Kaylene Osceola, also took 
home raffled prizes including two 
RipStik® Caster Boards and a scoot- 


The Education Dept, has plans to 
host similar initiatives on all reserva- 
tions. For more information please 
contact each reservation’s education 
advisor. 


Marisol Gonzalez 

Kaylene Osceola, 8, takes off in excitement after receiving her scooter from Education Dept. Director Emma Johns (L). 



Spirits Soar at Annual 
Ahfachkee Event 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Ahfachkee School hosted 
several activities during its annual Spirit Week, held 
Sept. 22-25 at the school. 

The four days of festivities included: stickball 
games, Seminole storytelling, a “Meet Me at the Pole” 
school prayer gathering led by Big Cypress Baptist 
Church Pastor Bruce Pratt, Seminole show and tell with 
culturally-related attire and items, a community walk 
and a spirit rally held at the Herman L. Osceola Gym to 
close out the week. 

“Ahfachkee is making good use of this and spirits 
are really high,” Chairman Mitchell Cypress said. “It is 
really nice to continue to introduce and emphasize learn- 
ing about our culture to our future leaders.” 

“It is also good that we are having this and that the 
kids are into it,” he added. 

First year Ahfachkee School Principal Walt Swan 
expressed excitement at attending his first Spirit Week 

“It has been really enlightening,” he said. “You see 
a lot of other schools that do this sort of celebrating 
around sports, but it has been great to see here.” 

“I love to see this kind of thing and hats off to the 
Culture Department for everything they have done with 
this event,” Swan continued. 

The Ahfachkee preschoolers got into the celebration 
as well with their own clothing contest, craft work and a 

Please see SPIRIT * Page 2B 



Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School Holds Art Contest 

Third Graders Jalynn 
Jones, Camryn Thomas 
Have Winning Artwork 
Displayed on Brighton's 
Indian Day T-Shirts 


BY MICHELE THOMAS 
Charter School Administrative Assistant 

BRIGHTON — For the second year in a row, the 
Brighton Indian Day Planning Committee requested 
the Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School hold a student 
art contest. 

Jalynn Jones and Camryn Thomas, both in Mrs. 
Leslie Pryor’s third grade class, won the contest. Their 
winning art work was used for the Brighton Indian 
Day T-shirts given out at this year’s Indian Day com- 
munity activities. 

The winners were announced at a school-wide 
assembly, held Sept. 15 at the school, where Brighton 
Tribal Council Rep. Roger Smith and Brighton Board 

Contest winners (L-R, Bottom Row) Jalynn Jones and Camryn Thomas with Brighton’s representatives (L-R, Top Row) w^mfr«° neS an ^ ot ^ ers ’ con S ratu ' ate( i 

Johnnie Jones Sr., Board Rep., and Roger Smith, Tribal Council Rep. ^ 
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AHFACHKEE SCHOOL 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Ahfachkee teacher Russhelle Lee (Center, Front Row) and her fifth grade class display the Spirit Stick award they won at the event. 


❖ Spirit 

Continued from page IB 

traditional Seminole meal. Language teacher and 
Tribal citizen Judy Jim said passing down and 
keeping the customs and heritage of the Seminole 
alive is very important. 

“I like that it is teaching them our traditions 
and helping to keep them alive so they can pass 
them on to their kids someday, that is what we are 
hoping for at least,” Jim said. 

Principal Swan agreed. 

“The whole idea that we are able to celebrate 
the culture of the Seminoles I think is terrific,” he 
said. “This is what Tribal schools should be 
about.” 

Ahfachkee School fifth grade teacher 
Russhelle Lee and her class claimed the class title 
for best cheer and chant and came away with the 
Spirit Stick award. 

“We did it, won it, and did our best,” fifth 
grade class leader Alphonso Alvarado said. 

As a first year winner, Lee said seeing her 
class show such enthusiasm and participation was 
a reward in itself. 

“I am so proud of them,” she said. “I am the 
most proud though because it is very hard to get 
Second grader Eliza Billie dons her finest the students to perform in front of a crowd a lot of 

traditional attire for the march. times” Akira Cabrel finishes making his Seminole doll. 



Chris C. Jenkins 



Tribal Community Members Attend 
Annual Open House 



BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 


school and ask questions if they have any,” 
said Willie Frank Library Director John 
Fraser. 

At the Open House, hosted by the Big 
Cypress Education Dept., Willie Frank 
Library and the Culture Dept., parents had 
the chance to meet departmental staff and 


BIG CYPRESS — Tribal citizens and 
community members attended the annual 
Open House, held Sept. 30 at the Family 
Investment Center. 

“The idea for the event is to let parents discuss topics such as tutoring, building 
see what their children are doing after safety and rules and afterschool programs. 

Big Cypress Educa- 
tion Coordinator Patrick 
McElroy said more 
youth than ever before 
are taking part in the 
afterschool programs. 
During these programs, 
the students have a 
chance to get homework 
help, but also immerse 
themselves in traditional 
activities. 

“The kids can also 
come here to practice 
and learn their language 
skills as well,” said Big 
Cypress Culture Dept. 
Language Coordinator 
Jane Billie. 

She said the learn- 
ing process involves the 
use of games, board 
work, word usage and 
dialect to learn the lan- 
guage, as well as tradi- 
tional arts including 
sewing, patchwork and 
cooking Seminole foods. 


Mahala Osceola practices putting a puzzle together. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

At the event, the community youngsters practice problem solving skills with games and toys. 
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Seminole Tribe Fire Rescue Fire Prevention Division will 
conduct e Home Life / Safety inspection free of charge for 
all interested tribal elders. This inspection includes 
checking smoke detectors, fire extinguishers, helping with 
emergency escape routes and spotting household hazards. 
We will also provide and install smoke alarms, carbon 
monoxide dectors and fire extinguishers if needed. 

For More Info 
Please Contact 
Inspector Bruce Britton 
1954] 3476098 or 
bnjcebrifton@semfribe.com 
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NATIVE BOOK REVIEW BY RAMONA KIYOSHK 


[Editor’s Note: Ramona Kiyoshk is a 
freelance writer and member of the Ojibway 
First Nation of Walpole Island, Ontario. 
The opinions she expresses are her own. She 
can be reached at 

satin. moccasins@gmail. com.] 

Will’s Garden is the story of a young 
Northwest Pacific aboriginal man preparing 
for his coming of age ceremony. It takes 
place in the traditional seaside territory of 
the Stodoh (also called Sto:lo) nation of 
British Columbia, Canada. 

Will is about to turn 1 6 and is caught up 
in the frenzy of preparing for his Becoming 
Man ceremony, with the help of all mem- 
bers of his community. 

The family home is a beehive of activ- 
ity as his parents, cousins, siblings, aunts, 
uncle and grandparents work to create hand- 
made jewelry, clothing and blankets for the 
Giveaway. His mother and his aunts, with 
babies on their backs, gather in the kitchen 
to prepare food for the workers. Visitors 
drop in to help out. 

The book’s title comes from Will’s 
beadwork on ceremonial shawls, complicat- 
ed, colorful garden scenes, inspired by his 
mother’s flowerbed. He and his cousin 
Sarah are the family beading artists. Sarah 
creates designs and Will fills them in. 
Except now, he is beading original designs 
that rival Sarah’s best. 

Will feels the sting of first love when a 
young female guest arrives. He has to 
vacate his room for the girl and her mother, 
sleeping instead in a tent in the back yard 
with his brothers and male cousins. The 15- 
year-old visitor, beautiful and poised, 
strikes a spark in young Will. He plots how 
he can convince her to wait until he turns 
nineteen, the age when Stodoh men are 
allowed to marry. 

Around preparations for the ceremony, 
life goes on normally. Will and his cousins, 


Thomas and Sarah, catch the bus to the off- 
reserve high school, where the football 
jocks bully the Indian students. Will says he 
has been hurt by his teammates in practice 
more often than by opposing players in real 
games. 

Will and his sidekick Thomas make 
friends with a group of unpopular kids, 
forming a united front against the jock bul- 
lies. Homosexuality, friendship, dealing 
with bullies and making plans for their 
futures are issues that the little group has to 
sort out. They note sadly that the kids from 
the Stodoh community rarely finish high 
school. 

The construction of a daycare, school 
and senior center on the reservation has 
been put on hold by the government. The 
Tribe sets out to build the center by them- 
selves, the men and children taking up ham- 
mers, saws and shovels, while women bring 
food to the site. 

To complicate things, Will becomes ill 
unexpectedly and ends up in the hospital 
battling for his life. In his sick room, he 
assesses his life, his relationships and his 
responsibilities. Visiting family members, a 
kind West Indian nurse and his blind grand- 
father help him clarify his future. 

The history of the coastal people is told 
in the voices of the people who suffered 
poverty, disease and cultural and spiritual 
oppression at the hands of the white intrud- 
ers. The Sto:loh spirituality and strong fam- 
ily values helped them survive. 

Will’s Garden is Lee Maracle’s first 
novel to cross over into young adult fiction. 
She is considered an authority on Canadian 
aboriginal cultural issues, but she is not the 
best First Nations writer in Canada or the 
U.S. 

In the opinion of this reviewer, Maracle 
is a strong storyteller and portrays the issues 
with empathy and tenderness; however, a 


course in remedial punctuation and style, 
taken by her or her copy editors, would 
make her writing easier to read. I believe 
there is a revised edition of this book for 
sale now. Maybe it reflects standards wor- 
thy of the publisher. 



Will’s Garden 


By Lee Maracle 

2002, Theytus Books (Canada) Ltd. 
Price: $16.95 
Binding: Trade paperback 
ISBN: 1-89477802-2 
Pages: 224 


NATIVE AUDIO CD REVIEW BY RAMONA KIYOSHK 



Pulling Down 
the Clouds: 
Contempo- 
rary Native 
Writers Read 
their Work 

Includes: One disc, 
20 selections, 15 
writer, and one full- 
color booklet 

Released: Novem- 
ber 20007 

Available online 
at: 

www.nmai.si.edu in 
the “Bookshop” 


To celebrate the fourth year of the Vine Deloria Jr. 
Native Writers Series, the National Museum of the Ameri- 
can Indian (NMAI) at the Smithsonian Institution has 
released the first-ever CD anthology of some of the most 
compelling and provocative Native writers today. 

Reading selections from their work for this audio com- 
pilation are N. Scott Momaday, Louise Erdrich, Simon 
Ortiz, Susan Power and Joy Harjo as well as less known 
names. 

These recorded readings address the Native American 
experience, including relocation, loss of language, commu- 
nity survival, and the universal themes of love, death, and 
family. 

For those who don’t have the motivation to pick up a 
book and read it, this CD offers listeners a chance to become 
familiar with our celebrated Native literati. History has 
shown us that when a civilization crashes, it is the pen and 
not the backhoe that digs us out. 

Show your support for our writers and check out this 
wonderful sampling of contemporary Native American 
prose and poetry. You might be pleasantly surprised. 


CHARTER SCHOOL 

Pemayetv Emahakv Students Honored 

Awards for Aug. 18-29 



Kindergarten 

Mrs. Duncan - Shaela French 
Mrs. Webber - Kanyon Billie 


Second Grade 
Mrs. Ball - Satie Rico 
Mrs. Moss - Keely Billie 


Fourth Grade 

Mrs. Tedders - Diamond Shore 
Mrs. Williams - Bailey Tedders 


First Grade 

Mrs. Davis - Malcolm Jones 
Mrs. Ringstaff - Keira French 
Mrs. Hudson - Eecho Billie 


Third Grade 

Mrs. Clements - Reed Gopher 
Mrs. Pryor - Camryn Thomas 


Fifth Grade 

Mrs. Dobbs - Allison Gopher 
Mrs. Finney - Melany Williams 


Awards for Sept. 1-12 



Kindergarten 

Mrs. Duncan - Kobe Jimmie 
Mrs. Webber - Destiny Elliott 


Second Grade 

Mrs. Ball - Raeley Matthews 
Mrs. Moss - Aleina Micco 


Fourth Grade 

Mrs. Tedders - Sean Osceola 
Mrs. Willaims - Drayton Billie 


First Grade 

Mrs. Davis - Mallorie Thomas 
Mrs. Ringstaff -Kamani Smith 
Mrs. Hudson - Katie Beck 


Third Grade 
Mrs. Clements - 
Aiyana Tommie 
Mrs. Pryor - Rudy Juarez 


Fifth Grade 

Mrs. Dobbs - Zach Hudson 
Mrs. Finney - Jaron Johns 



SPEEDY RELEASE ■ PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
NATIONWIDE SERVICE 


24 HOURS 


1091 1 Bonita Beach Road Suite #1031 * Bonita Springs, Florida 34135 


f Custom Built Homes 

Commercial Buildings ; 
Remodeling 
Additions 
Carports 
Garages 

Garage Doors and Openers 
Storm Shutters 
Storm Protection 
Hurricane Bars 
All-Wood Kitchen Cabinets 
Granite and Formica Countertops 


Fbx BE3-763-Sn33 ■ Cell BB3-63<1-730 1 
Scots Lie. » C6CD573‘13 * Seminole Tr-lbe Vendor * 1595S 




4B • The Seminole Tribune • October 31, 2008 



of Pembroke Pines 


S-CLASS 


Mercedes-Benz of Pembroke Pines 

14199 Pines Boulevard 

showmoml-877-204-2346 aS, 305-975-6574 

www. M B Pi nes.com 


ID *nh 1 1 i hl#iJ irfuJM. PlrlHm n ■ HI iirAilii* hurs i -■■■■ nndt ( 1 m 




October 31, 2008 • The Seminole Tribune • 5B 


Education Dept. Director Recognizes Employees 


BY EMMA JOHNS 
Education Dept. Director 

As we all know a department can only be as great 
as its employees. I truly value each and every Education 
Dept, staff member who I have the pleasure of working 
alongside everyday. I do my very best to acknowledge 
their hard work and effort that they put forth to help our 
Tribal students and families. 

On Aug. 15 I decided to recognize three outstand- 
ing employees for their continued invaluable work with 
the Education Dept. 

I have also decided that I will continue to recognize 
outstanding employees on a quarterly basis in an 
attempt to show my gratitude and appreciation for their 
commitment to the Seminole families. 

Thank you all for realizing what it means to work 
as a team and thank you for being committed to your 
jobs and to the Seminole Tribe of Florida. I appreciate 
each and every one of you and all that you do. 

June-August 2008 Outstanding Education 
Department Employees 



Submitted by the Education Dept. 


(L-R) Tony Bullington, Jasmine Porter, Raysa De La Paz and 
Emma Johns, Education Dept, director. 


Tony Bullington 

Tony Bullington is presently the program manager 
for the Education Dept, and works out of the Brighton 
Office. He has been with the Tribe for nine years, work- 
ing with Education for the past four and had two stints 
with the Family Services Dept, the previous five years. 

Tony has a bachelor of art’s degree in theology 
from Florida Southern College and a master’s degree in 
psychology from Palm Beach Atlantic College. He is 
also a licensed mental health counselor who has spent 
three years as a junior high teacher and coach and 10 
years as a rehab counselor and school counselor before 
coming to work for the Tribe in 1998. 

Tony loves working with the Seminole students 
and works hard daily to insure that they receive all of 
their educational services. He is an invaluable employ- 
ee with the Education Dept. 

Raysa De La Paz 

Raysa De La Paz is the administrative assistant for 
the Education Dept. She came to this to this country in 
1981 at the age of 16. She completed high school in 
1984, and then attended St. Thomas University for two 
and a half years to study business administration. 
Before completing her degree program, Raysa got mar- 
ried and had children. 

Before coming to work for the Tribe she worked in 
the medical field and also worked for the Dade County 
Public School System as a paraprofessional. She took 
on a receptionist position for the Education Dept, in 
2003 before being promoted to administrative assistant 
in 2005. 

Raysa is an invaluable part of the Education Dept, 
team and many of her co-workers have said that our 
department would be lost without her here to keep us all 
straight. 

Jasmine Porter 

Jasmine Porter currently holds the position of adult 
vocational administrator for the Education Dept. I often 
say she does the work of five people and I can always 
count on her to get the job done. Jasmine has been with 
the Tribe since February of 2005. 

She holds a bachelor of art’s degree in cultural 
anthropology for the University of Vermont and a mas- 
ter’s degree in psychology from Florida International 
University. 


Education Advisory Board, PAC Representatives 


Education Advisory Board 

Officers 

Holly Tiger: President 
Virginia Osceola: Vice President 
Vera Herrera: Secretary 

Voting Officers 

Janine Cypress: Hollywood PAC 
Barbara Billie 

Susan Davis: Immokalee PAC 
Rhonda Nunez 
Sheila Bevenue: BC PAC I 
Megan Tommie: BC PAC II 
Diane Smith: Brighton PAC 
Camellia Osceola 


PAC Officers 
Immokalee 

Rhonda Nunez: President 
Deloris Alvarez: Vice President 
Sylvia Marrero: Secretary 

Naples 

Lee Zepeda: President 
Corey Billie: Vice President 
Tina Osceola: Secretary 

Brighton 

Edna Tommie: President 
Preston Baker: Vice President 
Suraiya Smith: Secretary 


Hollywood 

Natoshia Osceola: President 
Barbara Billie: Vice President 
Carla Cypress: Secretary 

Big Cypress 
PAC I 

Deloris Alvarez: President 
Crystal Harjo: Vice President 
Alice Billie: Secretary 
PAC II 

Virginia Garcia-Sanders: President 
Megan Tommie: Vice President 
Ervina Capricien: Secretary 

Tampa 

Stephanie Johns, K-1 2 Advisor 




Your Cellular Superstore/ 


Our Brie-stop convenience allows you to pay your bills, 
transfer or back up your phonehonk information, transfer 
your photos to a disk, purchase Bluetooth devices, Internet 
Cards for your laptop, all phones and we help you find your 
next cell phone easier. Wireless Tny i offers an Enormous 
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under one roof. Our store special iias in New Activations 
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phenes. We will work with you to find the rets plans and 
device that suit your unique needs, and well be happy 1o 
show you how these products can fit into ynur lifestyle. If 
you have any questinns about cellular technology, a 
Certified Wireless Expert will he on hand Id assist you. 
every step of the way. 
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❖ Jamaica 


Continued from page 1A 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Jackie Smith takes a leap off a cliff into the waters of the Atlantic Ocean below. 


“It was a lot different but it was cool.” 

Simmons said he hopes to further his 
education by studying criminal science at 
the college level; and if not, he said he plans 
to open a small business. 

As a member of a big family with 
seven brothers and sisters, high school 
graduate Ashley Santiago said she hopes to 
inspire her family and others to also excel 
in academics. 

“I tell my sisters to hang with the right 
crowds and do whatever it takes to finish 
high school,” she said. 

The 18-year-old graduated from Pal- 
metto High School in June. Her future plans 
are to attend Manatee Community College 
and finish at Florida State University. Her 
interests are nursing or education. 

Nick Frank also finished his high 
school studies in June, graduating from 
Lake Gibson High School. The martial arts 
aficionado in the Tae-Kwon-Do and Tang- 
Soo-Do disciplines said he has always 
enjoyed traveling, having a trip to the 
Bahamas under his belt as well. 

“I always wanted to see Jamaica and 
what the nature and scenery was like there,” 
Frank said. 

Future plans for him and brother, 
Aaron, include opening a martial arts stu- 
dio. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


(L-R) Graduates Clayton Simmons and Stephanie Johns take in the beautiful farmland setting of the 
Nine Mile village in the St. Ann Parrish. 



Nick Frank enjoys the river waves while on the Chukka River Tubing Safari. 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Tampa Liaison Richard Henry motors down the road on his ATV. 


Chris C. Jenkins 



Tribal graduates aboard an Open Air Museum filled with authentic and replica artifacts from the slavery era in Jamaica. (L-R, 
Seated) Ashley Santiago, Stephanie Johns, Jackie Smith (L-R, Standing) Nick Frank, Clayton Simmons and Aaron Frank 


The graduates inside the Hard Rock Cafe in Ocho Rios; (L-R) Clayton Simmons, Nick Frank, Stephanie Johns, Ashley Santia- 
go and Aaron Frank. 



A marketer carves an authentic wooden Jamaican mask. 


The childhood home of Jamaican legend, Bob Marley 
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Nmv is the time to think about you r plans. 

Are you thinking of going to coliege and getting a 
degree or a vocational school to learn a trade? If so. 
call the Higher Education or Adult Vocational 
Program to assist you in applying and getting your 
paperwork done before the school’s deadline. 

Contacts: Linda Iley at (954) 989-6840. ext. 10540 
or e-mail at eiley@semtribe.com. 

Jasmine Porter at ext. 10557 ore-mail at 
jasmineporter@semtribe.com 
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Rita can help you every step of the way, financing, inspections, insurance ... 


Rita is a member of the Seminole Tribe of Florida . Shew the granddaughter of 
Toby & Rosa Johns - '‘Bird Clan." Rita is wet I respected by her peers because of h er 
knowledge of land, homes & Investments. Call her for any questions you may have 
about your home or real estate investments. To her. it’s all about buying Florida back. 


VrmtH Home? 
Ratted Hamel 


9 .taV Views ofLah, 


la^o Home? 
Second Home! 
GommerciaC Property? 
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Sincerely, Rita Youngman 
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Rita Youngman 
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Sports 




Felix DoBosz 


David Nunez, who won first place in Men’s 9-Ball, lines up his shot. 


Fierce Competition at Randolph Clay Memorial Tourney 


BY FELIX DOBOSZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Tribal citizens 
competed in 8-Ball, 9-Ball and Scotch 
Doubles games during the 12th annual 
Randolph Clay All Indian Memorial Pool 
Tournament, held Sept. 5-6 at the Gym. 

The two-day event had a good 
turnout with adults 1 8 and older compet- 
ing on nine tables. The stiff competition 
lasted into the late night hours for this 
double elimination event. 

Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. 
David Cypress performed some of his 
best moves and took first place, along 
with partner Laura Clay, in Senior Scotch 
Doubles competition, and also in the Sen- 
iors’, Ages 50-59 and Men’s Singles 8- 
ball games. 

Roy Snow and Theresa Nunez took 
first place in the 8-Ball Adult Men’s and 
Women’s competitions, respectively. In 
9-Ball action, Boogie Nunez and Phalyan 
Osceola claimed the top spots in the 
Men’s and Women’s divisions, respec- 
tively. 

Mother of the late Randolph Clay, 
Betty Osceola, said she likes to shoot 
pool; not only because it’s fun, but also 
because it helps her remember her son. 
She said Randolph was an excellent pool 
shooter, often playing all night. 

She said no one could beat her son 
during the peak of his amateur pool 
career. As a teenager in the Job Corps, 
she said Randolph discovered his natural 
abilities in the game and dreamed of turn- 
ing pro one day. She said he helped sup- 
port his family by sharing his winnings. 


Results of the 12th Annual Tournament 


8-Ball 

Junior Boy’s: 1 . Chief Billie, 2. Daniel Rodriguez, 
3. Arek Jumper, 4. Neko Osceola; Junior Girl’s: 1 . 
Cheyenne Nunez, 2. Mailani Perez, 3. Ravenne Osceo- 
la; Senior Men, Ages 50-59: 1. David Cypress, 2. 
George Grasshopper, 3. Daniel Gopher, 4. Billy Brown, 
5. Ricky Doctor; Senior Women, Ages 50-59: 1 . Jane 
Freeman, 2. Laura Clay, 3. Dale Grasshopper, 4. Diana 
OnlyAChief, 5. Mary Jo Micco; Senior Men, Ages 60 
and Older : 1 . Russell Osceola, 2. Buddy Sweat, 3. Joe 
Billie, 4. Jimmie Bert, 5. Keeno King; Senior Women, 
Ages 60 and Older : 1 . Louise Osceola, 2. Louise Bil- 
lie, 3. Betty Osceola, 4. Juanita Osceola, 5. Annie 
Jumper. 

Scotch Doubles 

Senior Division: 1 . David Cypress and Laura Clay, 
2. Russell Osceola and Juanita Osceola, 3. Jimmie 
Bert and Jane Freeman, 4. Gary Clay and Diana Only- 
AChief, 5. Lonnie Billie and Louise Osceola; Men’s 
Division: 1 . Roy Snow, 2. Charles Osceola, 3. Jadrian 
Antuna, 4. Gary Clay, 5. Robin Buster; Women’s Divi- 
sion: 1. Theresa Nunez, 2. Phalyn Osceola, 3. Diana 
OnlyAChief, 4. Virginia Billie, 5. Linda Jones; Co-Ed 
Division: 1 . Raymond Garza and Virginia Billie, 2. David 
Cypress and Phalyn Osceola, 3. Roy Snow and There- 
sa Nunez, 4. Danny Billie and Martha Tommie, 5. Boo- 
gie Nunez and Crystal Weimann. 


9-Ball 

Men’s Division: 1 . Boogie Nunez, 2. Jack Billie, 3. 
Raymond Garza, 4. Tony Billie, 5. Roy Snow; Women’s 
Division: 1. Phalyn Osceola, 2. Tonya Jumper, 3. Vir- 

Roy Snow takes aim, and eventually goes on to win first place in ginia Billie, 4. Theresa Nunez, 5. Martha Jumper. 
Men’s 8-Ball. 



Felix DoBosz 


INFR Qualifiers Announced at EIRA Rodeo Event 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Eastern Indian Rodeo Associ- 
ation members competed in their regional finals on 
Aug. 22-23. During the two-day event, held at the Jun- 
ior Cypress Entertainment Center, competitors partici- 
pated in events to determine who would qualify for the 


Indian National Finals Rodeo (INFR). 

Native Americans from as far away as Arizona and 
Montana joined local contestants in hopes of earning 
one of the coveted spots at the 33rd Annual INFR, 
which took place Oct. 2-5 in Las Vegas. 

The two nights of strenuous competition complet- 
ed the 2008 circuit of 1 1 rodeos, which generated the 
necessary points to determine the grand champion, 
reserve champion and sudden death qualifiers hon- 
ored at the End of the Year Awards Banquet, held 
Aug. 24 in Big Cypress. 

“For many of our members, competing in rodeo 
is living their dream,” said EIRA President Paul 
Bowers. “They love what they do and work hard to 
achieve their goals; good sportsmanship, self- 
respect and responsibility make them all winners.” 

In addition to several qualified rides in the 
bareback and saddle bronc divisions, the crowd 
remained on the edge of their seats as one rider after 
another became hung up in their rigging. 

As a classic example, Jacoby Johns rode his 
eight seconds, earning 68 points. Then the worst of 
the battle began as he fought to free his hand while 
the bronc continued to buck its way around the 
arena, dislodging its rider. The pickup men and bull 
fighters rushed to Johns’ rescue and came away 
without a scratch. 

If it could go wrong, it did go wrong, particu- 
larly in the steer wrestling event, where Johns faced 
even more tribulations. 

Refusing to give up and coated with red clay, 
Johns finally flipped his steer after it dragged him 
across the arena. In addition, Kyle Dennison rolled 
over several times in the steer wrestling event, and 
Ivan Bruised Head drew a bad steer then broke his 


stirrup. 

On a far happier note, Norman Johns returned to 
rope in the Legends’ Division breakaway competition 
after overcoming a serious illness. He also showed opti- 
mism about the upcoming new season. 

The 2007 Grand Champion bull rider Justin 
Gopher sustained serious injuries during a fight with a 
bull several months earlier. These injuries prevented 
him from competing in some of this season’s rodeos. 
However, he returned to the arena in time to earn the 
reserve championship and become the sudden death 
qualifier in the bull riding competition, behind Casey 
McDonald. 

Barrel racer Jo “Boogie” Jumper added first and 
second place points to her already impressive score for 
the grand championship. Hot on her heels in the reserve 
position, Mackenzie Bowers will join Jumper at the 
INFR. 

Accompanying women’s breakaway Grand Cham- 
pion Carol Holyan, Leanna Billie won the sudden death 
qualifier in both the breakaway competition, and as a 
team roping header. 

In a rare twist of fate, none of the bull riders com- 
pleted their eight seconds at either of the regional finals. 
Marty Johns accepted the buckle on behalf of his Marki 
Rodeo bulls. 

Several upsets took place in the Junior Rodeo Divi- 
sion competition. Alyssa Gonzalez triumphed against 
Grand Champion Rayven King for first place during 
her initial attempt in the mutton bustin’ event. With a 
fourth place average, Brighton Bauman sped past the 
grand and reserve champions to earn first place in the 4- 
8 year old barrel racers’ division. Steer rider Dalton 
Koenes triumphed against Kelton Smedley and Andre 
Jumper for the top slot. 



Judy Weeks 

EIRA President Paul Bowers coils his rope for the Legends’ Divi- 
sion competition. 



Marisol Gonzalez 

Chebon Gooden (R) prepares for punt return from Miami 
Douglas MacArthur North. 


Westlake Prep 
Emerges Victorious 
in Season-Opener 

Catlin Tommie, Chebon 
Gooden on Team 

BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 


HOLLYWOOD — Linebacker Catlin Tommie 
and center Chebon Gooden, along with the rest of the 
Westlake Prep Griffins, played their first home game on 
their new field on Oct. 10. 

The Westlake Prep Griffins brought their A game 
against the Miami Douglas MacArthur North football 
team. The Griffins beat the opposing team in a shut out 
victory, 27-0. 

Tommie, 15, has played football since he was about 
4 years old, and Gooden, 16, has played for the past five 
years. Both said they partake in the sport for many rea- 
sons, but both also admit they just enjoy playing the 
game. 

Tommie said: “It’s what I like to do.” 

Gooden said he gets inspired to play ball by his 
uncle, Moses “Bigg” Jumper Jr., the Seminole Recre- 
ation Dept, director, and enjoys it because it’s a contact 
sport. 



Marisol Gonzalez 

Catlin Tommie (C) gets introduced before the game 


Recreation Dept. 
Awards Honor Tribe’s 
Star Atheletes 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

TAMPA — Some of the Tribe’s best athletes took 
center stage at the annual Tampa Recreation Center 
Awards Banquet, held Sept. 18 at the Crowne Plaza 
Tampa Hotel East. 

Tribal citizens, as well as family and community 
members attended the event to celebrate the athletic 
accomplishments of the Tampa Reservation’s elemen- 
tary and middle school students. 

“We wanted them to kn ow we are proud of them,” 
second year organizer and Tampa Recreation Director 
Mayra Simmons said. 

Simmons said the ceremony usually takes place in 
conjunction with the annual Incentive Awards, held in 
late- June or early- July. She explained that organizers 
had to push the date back due to scheduling conflicts 
and a busy year; however added that it was better late 
then never. 

Tampa Liaison Richard Henry, who also attended 
the event, said holding the two events together “go 
hand-in-hand.” 


Please see AWARDS * Page 2C 
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Theresa Nunez, who won first place in Adult Scotch Doubles with partner Roy Snow, takes aim during the competition. 


Candy Osceola Remembered at 12th 
Annual Memorial Pool Tournament 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

The 12th Annual Candy Osce- 
ola Memorial Pool Tournament 
took place in two parts, with the 
Senior and Youth Division compe- 
tition taking place on May 9 at the 
Hollywood Gym, and Adult Divi- 
sion play rounding out the tourna- 
ment on Oct. 4 at the Immokalee 
Pool Bam. 

Gathered in her memory, fam- 
ily and friends talked about the 
highlights in the life of Candy 
Osceola. Candy’s sister, Carlene 
DiCarlo, said the family hosts a 
pool tournament each year because 
her sister enjoyed the game so 
much. 

“She loved pool, so it was only 
natural that we decided to hold 
these annual tournaments in her 
memory,” DiCarlo said. 

Mom Juanita Osceola recalled 
fond memories of her daughter. 

“She was a fun loving, happy- 
go-lucky girl right from the first 
day that she came into our lives,” 
she said. “Her life was just begin- 


ning, when we lost her in a car 
accident 12 years ago.” 

“She was a terrific mother to 
her two little boys,” added Osceo- 
la. “The oldest, Nelson, has just 
recently turned 18, and his brother, 
Justin is 16.” 

Big Cypress Tribal Council 
Rep. David Cypress also remem- 
bered Candy, stressing the impor- 
tance of the legacy her sons carry 
on. 

“In our society the mothers 
pass our heritage down from one 
generation to another through their 
blood,” Rep. Cypress said. “Candy 
has done her part in carrying on 
our culture through her sons. They 
are her legacy and through them, 
she will always be remembered.” 

The Adult Division, which 
took up 14 tables in the Immokalee 
Pool Bam, lasted more than six 
hours. The adults battled it out in 
8-Ball, Scotch Doubles and 9-Ball 
competition. At the end of the 
tournament, the winners were 
determined based on combining 
the results from both dates of play. 


Results from the Tournament 

8-Ball 

Senior Women: 1 . Diana OnlyAChief, 2. Laura Clay, 3. 
Jane Freeman, 4. Juanita Osceola, 5. Annie Jumper; Senior 
Men: 1 . George Grasshopper, 2. David Cypress, 3. Roy Snow, 
4. Billy Brown, 5. Daniel Gopher; Junior Girls: 1 . Jessica 
Osceola, 2. Cheyenne Nunez, 3. Mailani Perez, 4. Rebecca 
Osceola, 5. Brianna Harjosee; Junior Boys: 1 . Neko Osceola, 

2. Arek Jumper, 3. Daniel Nunez, 4. Nelson Osceola, 5. Randy 
Osceola; Women: 1 .Phalyn Osceola, 2. Arica Buck, 3. Theresa 
Nunez, 4. Linda Billie, 5. Virginia Billie; Men: 1 . Raymond 
Garza Sr., 2. Jack Billie, 3. Gary Clay, 4. Russell Osceola, 5. 
David Cypress. 


Scotch Doubles 

Seniors: 1 . Jimmie Bert and Jane Freeman, 2. David 
Cypress and Laura Clay, 3. Robin Buster and Betty Osceola, 

4. Daniel Gopher and Diana OnlyAChief, 5. George Grasshop- 
per and Dale Grasshopper; Adults: 1 . Roy Snow and Theresa 
Nunez, 2. Jack Billie and Arica Buck, 3. Russell Osceola and 
Juanita Osceola, 4. Raymond Garza Sr. and Virginia Billie, 5. 
Ralph Sanchez and Phalyn Osceola. 

9-Ball 

Women: 1 . Phalyn Osceola, 2. Virginia Billie, 3. Erica 
Mata, 4. Theresa Nunez, 5. Juanita Osceola; Men: 1 . Tony Bil- 
lie, 2. Gary Clay, 3. Mike Dewitt, 4. Jack Billie, 5. Roy Garza 
Jr. 


❖ Awards 

Continued from page 1C 

This year, the athletes received tro- 
phies, a change from the ribbons presented 
at last year’s ceremony. 

“They really like getting trophies,” 
Liaison Henry said. 

The Tampa Bay Lightning and the 
Orlando Magic both donated items includ- 


ing backpacks from the Magic, and an 
autographed Lightning Vinny Lecavalier 
jersey, which staff members raffled off at 
the banquet. The Recreation Dept, also 
raffled off an autographed baseball bat 
from 2005 Major League Baseball Hall of 
Famer Wade Boggs. 

Liaison Henry added that the athletes 
will also receive regular season game tick- 
ets to Orlando Magic basketball games, 
which the team donated. 


Tampa Recreation Center Awards Winners 

Tae Kwon Do: Tyrek LaSane 
Karate: Nick Frank, Caven Guzman 
Football: Reese Henry, Andrew Henry, Justin Motlow, Brenna Walton 
Basketball: Reese Henry, Andrew Henry, Ohana Henry, Danelle Thomas, Jeremiah Santiago, 
Jacob Santiago 

Baseball: Jeremiah Santiago, Jacob Santiago, Jacob Smith, Nicholas Smith, Justin Motlow 
Softball: Summer Smith, Reese Henry, Andrew Henry 
Tennis: Summer Smith, Jessica Motlow 
Volleyball: 1. Jessica Motlow, Justin Motlow, Brenna Walton, Ohana Henry 
Soccer: Reese Henry, Andrew Henry, Justin Motlow, Brenna Walton 
Track: Reese Henry, Andrew Henry, Dante Henry 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Tampa Liaison Richard Henry (R) congratualtes Ohana Henry on her volleyball sports award. 
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‘Mad Bear 1 Osceola, Braddock Bulldogs 
Football Team Undefeated 



Chris C. Jenkins 


An aggressive Elliot Alvarado (L) looks for an opening on his opponent, Omar Brown. 


Tribal Boxer Alvarado Returns to the Ring 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

PALM BEACH GARDENS, Fla. — Tribal citi- 
zen and boxer Elliot Alvarado hoped to pick up where 
he last left off — triumphing against a debuting Robert 
Dortch by a first-round KO last April. 

In his toughest match to date, Alvarado took on 
West Palm Beach’s Omar Brown, a fellow debuting 
fighter, at the PGA National Golf Resort and Spa on 
Sept. 20. Alvarado entered the match at 3-0, but now 
has a 3-1 record after a unanimous decision loss to 
Brown. 

This bout tested Alvarado’s will, stamina and per- 
severance as he appeared slow in shaking off the rust 
against Brown. The confident, but ill-prepared young 
fighter Alvarado went the full four rounds, but ultimate- 
ly lost to Brown. 

Both went back and forth early on, with Brown’s 
aggressiveness gaining him control. He used his power, 
quick hands and jab work to land twice the number of 
shots as Alvarado. 

After taking some shots early and going down 
briefly in the first from a strong right hand, in true 
Seminole warrior form, Alvarado fought back hard, 
countering with combos. Brown came with several flur- 
ries throughout and a slow-to-react Alvarado also got 
caught with several clean hits. 

Tired, bruised and battered after the fight, Alvara- 
do admitted he did not bring his A game to this fight. 

“I just did not follow through with the game plan 
Benny [Collins, my trainer] set,” he said. 

Alvarado, however, offered some assurances and 


words of encouragement to his supporters. 

“We are going to get back into training and we will 
be back,” he said. 

Trainer Benny Collins said the long layoff between 
fights definitely hurt Alvarado’s chances of a victory. 

“I think he stayed out a little too long and I am tak- 
ing the blame for that,” Collins explained. “He was 
slow and a little off with his timing.” 

“We will rebound and be back at it soon,” he con- 
tinued. 

Collins said he plans to have Alvarado back in the 
ring in late November for a Las Vegas bout. 

In other boxing action at the same event, Daniel 
Edouard won with a scary, but convincing, first-round 
KO against Francisco Ruben Osorio. An unconscious 
Osorio received medical attention on the scene for sev- 
eral minutes after the bout, and eventually went to a 
local hospital as a precaution. 

In welterweight action, Antwone Smith picked up 
a win via majority decision agsint Jerome Ellis. Aaron 
Chavez picked up his second win by a unanimous deci- 
sion in his match-up against Dan Calafell in the super 
featherweight division. 

Heavyweights Erik Leander and John Cobb 
squared off, with Leander staying undefeated with a 
unanimous decision win. Isiah Thomas also won with a 
first round KO win against Tyrone Dicks in lightweight 
action. 

Welterweight Clayvonne Howard took care of 
business against Brandon Reid by TKO in the third. 
Dieuly Aristilde also grabbed his third win by a unani- 
mous decision against Leon Palmer in a heavyweight 
match-up. 


BY CASSANDRA OSCEOLA 
Contributing Writer 

Junior “Mad Bear” Osceola, the varsity defensive 
end for the G. Holmes Braddock Senior High School 
Bulldogs, is in his third year of playing football. 

In his first year as a freshman on the junior varsity 
team, Osceola played as starting linebacker. He 
received two awards from his coaches that year — Jun- 
ior Varsity Linebacker of the Year and Junior Varsity 
Coach’s Player of the Year. 

By the next year, Osceola moved up to varsity 
squad. Though he did not start for the team, he played 
back-up defensive end. He always plays in whatever 
position his coaches need him in, even playing both 
offense and defense on the junior varsity team. 

His dedication to his team paid off, as Osceola 
again received an award for Sophomore Player of the 
Year. Osceola’s coaches have said that he is a coach’s 
dream and they would have him on the field the whole 
game, if they had their pick. 

Family members and friends have also noticed his 
abilities and dedication. Osceola averaged seven tack- 
les per game, has had a few sacks and recovered a fum- 
ble. His name recently appeared in The Miami Herald 
for his solid defensive playing, which helped lead his 
team to their win against Varela Senior High School. 

The Braddock Bulldogs are last year’s undefeated 
reigning district champs. They are working hard to 
claim that title again this season. They are currently 
undefeated with a 4-0 record in District 15, 6A Division 
in Miami-Dade County. 

A well-liked Osceola excels off the field as well, 
and works hard to raise his GPA because he understands 
the importance of education and good grades. He hopes 
to obtain a scholarship to study zoology. 

He also enjoys hanging out with his friends and 
working with his dad on chickee building, construction 
and whatever else the family needs. He is a good son, 
brother and friend to those who know him. His family 
is proud of his success, and wants to share it with the 


friends and family who don’t get to see him much, since 
he practices and works so much. 

Osceola is a traditional Miccosukee Seminole who 
stands 5 feet, 9.5 inches tall and weights 180 pounds. 
He is part of the Bird Clan, with three-fourths native 
blood through his parents, Leroy and Cassandra. Osce- 
ola has two brothers and three sisters. 



Submitted by Cassandra Osceola 

Junior “Mad Bear” Osceola 



Submitted by Cassandra Osceola 

In addition to this thriving football career, “Mad Bear” Osceola also helps his dad build chickees. 
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Shelley Marmor 

(L-R) Leslie Osceola, who finished fourth in the 18-49 runners division, crosses the finish line accompanied by Lt. Doug 
Zamora of SPD. 


Indian Day Golf Tourney Draws Competitors 

BY JUDY WEEKS Similarly, Allen Huff completed a long drive on 

Freelance Reporter the fourth hole, but his ball landed down an incline 

and within a foot of the water. Things appeared bleak, 

CLEWISTON, Fla. — Tribal citizens, their but after careful scrutiny, he propelled it skillfully 
spouses and employees headed to the links to cele- onto the green without injury to his score, 
brate Indian Day 2008 with a golf tournament at the 
Clewiston Country Club on Sept. 24. 

During the game, each competitor 
played separately until the conclusion when 
they learned the game had a twist. After tab- 
ulating each person’s individual score, 
organizers had a drawing to determine who 
would “partner” with whom in this two-man 
blind draw. 

After this partnering, organizers tabulat- 
ed the new scores to determine the winners: 

1. Allen Huff and Raymond Garza Jr., 2. 

Charlie Cypress and Cicero Osceola, 3. 

Jackie Thompson and George Grasshopper, 

4. Mitch Osceola and Mario Posada, 5. 

Mondo Tiger and Virginia Billie. 

A strong wind with powerful gusts ush- 
ered in cooler temperatures during the tour- 
nament, but played havoc with the golf balls. 

The wind worked for and against the players, 
making each shot hard to predict and landing 
many balls in the sand traps and lakes. 

Raymond Garza caught a shower of 
sand in the face while managing a beautiful 
shot that landed his ball next to the pin on 
No. 8. 

“Golf is a game of challenge,” Garza 
said. “There wouldn’t be any point in playing 
if we could all make perfect scores every Raymond Garza extracts his ball from the trap on No. 8 in a shower 
game.” 0 f sand. 



Judy Weeks 


Indian Day Kicks Off with 3 Mile Walk/Run 


BY SHELLEY MARMOR 
Assistant Editor 

HOLLYWOOD — Fifteen Tribal citizens and 
several more community members participated in the 
first Indian Day event that took place to commemorate 
the holiday on Sept. 26. 

The Indian Day Walk/Run, a 3 mile 
trek through the Hollywood Reservation, 
took place bright and early at 7:30 a.m. 

The route, the same that has served as the 
Rez Rally route in year’s past, began on 
64th Ave. just outside the gym. Partici- 
pants then completed the course and 
eventually ended up back at the starting 
point. 

Though the walk/run was not timed, 

Huston Osceola, 14, finished first. He 
completed the course in about 35 min- 
utes, according to Brenda Bordogna of 
the Health Dept., who assisted during the 
event. Osceola, competing in the 17 and 
younger runner’s division, said he did not 
really prepare for the race itself, but said 
he stays active with his favorite sport, 
paintball. 


Travis Osceola finished shortly after Huston, 
claiming the top spot in the 18-49 runners category. 
Francine Osceola and Barbara Billie, rounded out the 
category, respectively. Other finishers in the runner’s 
category included: Phyllis Osceola who placed second 
in the 17 and younger division, and Paul “Cowbone” 
Buster who came in first in the 60 and Older division. 

For the walkers, finishers placed 
as follows: 17 and Younger: 1. 
Gabrielle Billie; 18-49: 1 . Rebecca Bil- 
lie; 50-59: 1. Bobbie Billie, 2. Dan 
“Chucky” Osceola Jr., 3. Stephen 
Bowers; 60 and Older: 1. Dorothy 
Tommie, 2. David Jumper, 3. Coleman 
Josh. 

Prior to the race’s start, Kenny 
Bayon of the Fitness Dept, took partic- 
ipants through a five minute stretching 
warm-up. Paul “Cowbone” Buster pro- 
vided an invocation, then the partici- 
pants lined up for the race’s start. 

Members of the Seminole Police 
Dept, and Emergency Management 
Services attended both as participants 
and to ensure the safety of the partici- 
pants. 



Shelley Marmor 


First place finisher Huston 
Osceola, 14, rehydrates afrer 
completing his 3 mile run. 



Shelley Marmor 

Participants (L-R) Dan “Chucky” Osceola Jr., Barbara Billie, Dorothy Tommie and Stephen Bowers begin the walk/run. 



Shelley Marmor 


First place finisher in the 60 and Older walker’s category, 
Dorothy Tommie taps the cone at as she crosses the finish 
line. 



Shelley Marmor 


First place 18-49 division runner Travis Osceola rounds 
the cone at the finish line. 



Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Mondo Tiger and Bobby Frank prepare to tee off on the third hole at the Indian Day Golf Tournament. 
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EIRA Members Compete in Indian National Finals Rodeo 




BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

LAS VEGAS — The top Native Amer- 
ican rodeo cowboys and cowgirls competed 
at the 33rd Annual Indian National Finals 
Rodeo (INFR), held Oct. 2-5 at the South 
Pointe Casino Arena. This final event for 
the 2008 season comprises four evenings of 
rodeo competition with a final average 
determining the Grand World Champions in 
each event. 

Brighton’s Jacoby Johns joined the 
ranks of the elite when his scores after four 
days of rodeo, averaged 267 points and 
positioned him in fourth place in the Bare- 
back Riding competition. The 2008 Eastern 
Indian Rodeo Association (ERIA) Reserve 
Champion recently reached the age to qual- 
ify as an adult and competed against experi- 
enced riders many years older from all 
across the U.S. and Canada. 


The 2008 EIRA Grand Champion Team 
Ropers, Header Josh Jumper from Big 
Cypress, and Heeler Preston Williams, 
grabbed fifth place in the final averages. 
This is not a first time success for Jumper, 
who frequently qualified for the INFR and 
holds an outstanding record during the past 
decade. Williams travels from Casa Grande, 
Ariz. to compete in the EIRA, and also 
earned their 2008 Calf Roping Champi- 
onship. 

“Indian National Finals Rodeo sanc- 
tions over 700 rodeos each year and is com- 
prised of thirteen regions,” said President 
Richard Bowers Jr., also an INFR board 
member. “Their ultimate purpose is to 
engage in activities that teach and present 


the ranching and rodeo traditions of Native 
American people. They work with a variety 
of youth rodeo organizations to promote 
education, athletic and charitable pro- 
grams.” 

Tribal citizen Willie Johns, a six-time 
INFR qualifier, and also a board member, 
echoed President Bowers’ comments. 

“I grew up in rodeo and have competed 
in Saddle Bronc, Bareback and Team Rop- 
ing events,” said Johns. “With a degree in 
history and political science, I am keenly 
aware of the challenges that face Native 
Americans today as well as the past. I see 
the INFR and EIRA as an opportunity to 
assist in the growth of the future generations 
of our people.” 

EIRA President Paul Bowers said the 
organization he heads has “come a long 
way.” 

“Our region has taken its place in sanc- 
tioned rodeo and is now drawing 
competitors from other areas of the 
country as they accumulate their 
points to qualify for the INFR,” 
Bowers said. “You will recognize 
many of the names on the list of 
average winners as people that you 
watched compete in Brighton, Big 
Cypress, Hollywood and Arcadia 
during the past year.” 

The 2008 EIRA Grand Cham- 
pions, Freddy WarBonnet, Casey 
McDonald and Lizzie Dixey also 
excelled in the competition in Las 
Vegas. WarBonnet took seventh in 
the Bareback, McDonald earned a 
third place finish in Bull Riding 
and Reserve Champion Lizzie 
Dixey came in third place in the 
Breakaway. 

The competition wasn’t all fun 
and games. EIRA Bronc Riding 
Grand Champi- 
on Tyler Hum- 
ble broke his 
ankle in multi- 
ple places on 
his first night 
out. Bull Riding 

2007 Grand 
Champion and 

2008 Reserve 

Champion Justin 

Gopher pulled a third 
slot, but then sprained 
his ankle in the fourth 
round. 

The crowd roared 
on the third night when 
Saddle Bronc 2008 
Reserve Champion Ivan 
Bruised Head got 
bucked off his mount, 
flew over the fence and 
landed in a woman’s lap 
in the audience. Both 
parties managed to 
escape injury, and Ivan 
did the gentlemanly 


thing and introduced himself to the lady. 

The 2008 INFR Bull Riding World 
Championship went to Greg Louis with 220 
points. A native of Browning, Mont., he has 
many Seminole friends and frequents the 
EIRA as a Bull Rider and Team Roper. 

Prior to each presentation, Native 
American veterans participated in a flag 
presentation by their Color Guard. Leading 
them into the arena, a buckskin headdress- 
clad Native American symbolized the first 
Americans who fought for freedom. 

On one night of the competition, and in 
recognition of October as National Breast 
Cancer Awareness month, organizers 
encouraged participants to wear pink. The 
three rodeo pick up men stood on top of 
their saddles and danced to The Village Peo- 
ple’s classic hit “YMCA” during the open- 
ing ceremonies to draw attention to this 
very important cause. 

Before each performance, Rodeo 
Queen contenders brought the Seminole 
Tribal flag into the arena. Miss Indian 
Rodeo 2008 Vonna Victor (Navajo) thanked 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida on behalf of 
everyone in the INFR for their sponsorship. 

Tour Champion and Go-Around Buck- 
les went to event winners in the Arena Bam 
following each performance. 

An awards presentation took place on 
the evening of Oct. 5 for the 2008 INFR 
World Champions: Bareback Riding: Nel- 
son Tsosie; Saddle Bronc: Rollie Wilson; 
Bull Riding: Greg Louis; Break Away: 
Katelin Loring; Barrel Racing: Raynell Hol- 
gate; Calf Roping: Mark Cuny; Steer 
Wrestling: Wright Bmised Head; Team 
Roping Header: Ty St. Goddard; Team Rop- 
ing Heeler: Terry Doka; Men’s All Around: 
Jess Colliflower; Women’s All Around: 
Kassidy Dennison. 


Pete Aguilar 


This Native American Color Guard salutes all veterans before the 
INFR events get underway. 


Pete Aguilar 

EIRA Bull Riding 2007 Grand Champion and 2008 
Reserve Grand Champion Justin Gopher (R) retrieves his 
bull cinch from the arena. 



Tom Faherty 

(L-R) Tampa senior citizens Linda Henry, Peggy Cubis, Nancy Frank, Maggie Garcia and Susie 
Doctor get a bird’s eye view of the Grand Canyon. 


Seniors Travel to Vegas to Support INFR 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

LAS VEGAS — Several Tribal sen- 
iors traveled to Las Vegas on Oct. 2 in sup- 
port of the Eastern Indian Rodeo Associa- 
tion’s athletes competing in the Indian 
National Finals Rodeo. The 33rd annual 
event took place at the South Pointe Casi- 
no’s indoor arena, the same hotel the sen- 
iors stayed in. 

Gathering in the bleachers four 
evenings in a row, the group cheered for 
their family members, friends and neigh- 
bors during the intense competition for 
the championship in each event. Their 
shouts of encouragement provided 
inspiration and moral support for the 
participants in this dangerous sport 
called rodeo. 

The seniors also took advantage of 
the daylight hours with a tour of the 
Hoover Dam, just a one-hour bus ride 
from Las Vegas. While on the tour, the 
group walked inside the massive struc- 
ture, which harnesses the power of the 
Colorado River, and viewed its turbines 
which supply electricity to three states. 

By controlling the water flow, the 
Hoover Dam created Lake Mead and 
provides precious water to cities and 
agriculture in this extremely arid por- 
tion of the U.S. 

Standing on top of the dam, the 
Seminoles saw large schools of fish, 
which now populate the lake and pro- 
vide for recreational fishing in the mid- 
dle of the desert. 

The Big Cypress and Tampa resi- 
dents journeyed even further to see the 
Grand Canyon. Walking along its upper 


edge and peering into one of the earth’s 
deepest crevices, it was difficult to imag- 
ine a river creating this gorge. Stopping at 
several observation points, the group took 
photos of famous scenic places and 
learned about the geology and local histo- 
ry from their guide. 

No trip to Las Vegas would be com- 
plete without taking a ride down the 
famous “Strip” and viewing the massive 
casinos and going on a shopping spree. 
The seniors indulged in this pastime on 
more than one occasion during their visit. 



Tom Faherty 

(L-R) Claudia Doctor and Daisy Buster rest on a 
rock wall, thousands of feet above the floor of the 
Grand Canyon. 
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Norman “Skeeter” Bowers (C) makes a free throw during Legends’ Division action. 


Chris C. Jenkins 


Hgertail Bros. Hoops Tourney Returns for Second Year 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The all-Indian second annual Tigertail 
Memorial Basketball Tournament brought Tribal citizens togeth- 
er from several reservations, including Brighton, Hollywood and 
Trail, to celebrate the memory of brothers, Malcolm and Duane 
Tigertail. It took place Sept 1 8-20 at the Herman L. Osceola Gym. 

The action began with both men’s and women’s Legends 
Division play on Sept. 18. The Native Ladies took first, with the 
Seminole Ladies and Leslie’s Team taking second and third, 
respectively. On the men’s side, Hollywood, BC Rec. and the Old 
Timers placed in that order. 

The remaining two days of the tournament featured several 
teams in the 18 and Older Division. The Outlaw Women, South- 
ern Smoke and Trail Ladies took first through third place, respec- 
tively. Big Town (Trail), NAIA and Put On placed first through 
third in that order on the men’s side. 

Mother Minnie Tigertail said the tournament, originally 
named the Big Cypress Basketball Tournament, brings out 
numerous enthusiastic competitors. 

“Folks let me know all the time that they are glad it is still 
going on and that they are glad to be participating,” she said. 

For the past few years, the tournament honored the memory 
of Malcolm; but, after the passing of her other son Duane, Tiger- 
tail decided to have just one tournament in remembrance of both 
sons. 

“They both really loved basketball and played it often in 
school,” Tigertail said. “They enjoyed competing with others and 
for the fun of it ... they loved to run fast, fly and dunk.” 

“They both also liked just getting together with other friends 
and have fun,” she added. 

Results: Legends Women: 1. Native Ladies, 2. Seminole 
Ladies, 3. Leslie’s Team; Legends Men: 1. Hollywood, 2. BC 
Rec., 3. Old Timers (Brighton); Adult Women: 1. Outlaw 
Women, 2. Southern Smoke, 3. Trail Ladies; Adult Men: 1. Big 
Town (Trail), 2. NAIA, 3. Put On. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


(L-R) Carlene Osceola and Dylanee Solano practice dribbling at center 
court between games. 


Tribal Citizen Dreams of Playing in 
the National Football League 


BY ERICA M. DEITZ & ROBERT C. NORTH SR. 

Contributing Writers 

EMMETT, IDAHO — Seminole 
Tribal citizen Wyatt Hunter Deitz, Panther 
Clan, of Emmett, Idaho, has waited a long 
time to play tackle 
football. 

Years ago, he 
could not play for 
the Hollywood, Fla. 

Optimist League 
because coaches 
considered him too 
big for his age. In 
order to have played 
in Hollywood, 

Wyatt would have 
had to play against 
youth twice his age 
to be in the same 
weight bracket. 

“At age 9 he 
would have been 
playing kids who 
were 13 or 14,” said 
his father, Bruce. 

“But he has always 
been a big kid for 
his age. We decided 
to just wait and let 
Wyatt mature. I 
think we made the right decision. 

“When football season is over [at 
Wyatt’s middle school], he’ll be doing 
weight training in our garage getting ready 
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Photo Submitted by Erica M. Deitz 

Wyatt Deitz in his first game of the season. 


for next year,” he added. 

After Wyatt and his family moved to 
Idaho, they learned about the Boise State 
Summer Youth League, instituted by Boise 
State University and Head Football Coach 
Chris Petersen. Wyatt participated in this 


summer football league for two consecu- 
tive summers, providing him with vital 
individual and team football skills. 

By the start of the 2008 school year, 
Wyatt’s patience and hard work paid off 
and he qualified to play full tackle football 
for the Emmett (Idaho) Huskies Heavy 
Weight team. At 5 ’5’ and 195 lbs., he plays 
both right tackle and nose guard. 

Currently at 4-2, the Emmett Huskies 
have several games left to play before the 
end of the season and to win enough 
games to participate in the league playoffs. 

Wyatt holds a 2. 1 GPA while playing 
football and attending Emmett Junior High 
School. 

“We’re glad he has really taken to the 
sport but we put an emphasis on keeping 
up his grades in order to play football, but 
for his first year in middle school and play- 
ing tackle football, he’s doing very well,” 
said his mom, Erica. 

Wyatt said he would like to attend 
Boise State University and play for Head 
Coach Chris Petersen before hopefully 
making it to the NFL. His said he ultimate- 
ly dreams of playing for the Miami Dol- 
phins or the Denver Broncos. 

“If I am not able to play for the NFL, 
at least I have my education,” Wyatt said. 

“I know playing in the NFL is a big dream, 
but it’s a good dream.” 

Wyatt lives in Emmett, Idaho with his 
parents and younger siblings, Bruce Jr., 
and Ruby. 
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CARS & TRUCKS DOMESTIC& IMPORTS 
SERVING THE TRIBE OVER 15 YEARS 
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BIG RIG DUALLY BILLET & MESH GRILLES SPECIAL SOFT 
WHEELS 22.5 24.5" TONNEAUS 

$199.99 INSTALLED 


M-F 9AM-6AM | WWW.CALjCUSTOMS.COM [SAT 9AM-3PM 
47X1 RAVENSWOOD RD, FORT LAUDERDALE, FL 33312 


WORLDWIDE CHIROPRACTIC WELLNESS 

^SCARING FOR NEWBORNS THROUGH SENIORS M 


■ Sometimes Medication or Surgery is Not the Best Solution 

* Safe, Gentle, Perantuilia.il Can: for the Entire Family 

* BKKjCH STREET provider. Accept Most PP0 h s including 
United Health Care, Medicare, Ante and Work insurance 


DR. RUSSELL T. ELBA * CHIROPRACTOR 
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$10 TABLES' 

'S&2 


HOTEL & CASINO 


FORD RACEFEST 


HOLLYWOOD, FL 


November 13, 3PM * 11PM 

Driver Autographs & Live Entertainment 



Blackjack, Baccarat & More 

Tables starting at $10 

Over 110 Tables 


Free to the public! 


ONE SEMINOLE WAY | HOLLYWOOD, FL 33314 | FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 1 .8G8.5Q2.PLAY 


WWW.SEMINOLEHARDROCKHOLLYWOOD.COM 


Details at lbs Player's Club- Management reserves the right lo change or cental pnpmp|K>n ai any time. Player's Club memljera that have been 
trespassed of banned by ihe Seminole Tribe of Florida or opted into the self-exclusion program are not eligible. Vbu must be 21 years of age or older to 
play skrts anti games or to receive Player's Club berwfits. II you « someone you know has a gambling problem, pleaso call ADMIT- IT 
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OPEN 7 DAYS 


THE 5 YEAR/ 

60,00 MILE r 

POWERTRAIN 

WARRANTY 


Always Offering New Ford Specials 
To The Seminole-Miccosukee 
Communities And Their Employees! 


Huge Selection Of Preowned! 
All Makes And Models! 


Service and Parts Specials 
Always Available! 

For Service call Don Northey at 
954-443-7116 {office) 
or 954-448-9757 (cell) 


See Your New Ford For 
Less Somewhere Else? 
We’ll Beat Their Price! 
Just Call Us! 


PEMBROKE PINES mm %m^^ 

8655 Pines Blvd. 
HOLLYWOOD & PINES BLVD 
IN PEMBROKE PINES! 


Contact Hector Isabel for more details at 054-593-2586 
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Announcements D 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY 


Lordy, Lordy Look Who’s Turned 40! 

Christopher Scott Nelson Osceola 
Born: Sept. 30, 1968 
Weight at Birth: 8 pounds, 15 ounces 


Every child you have is dear and sweet to 
you. Christopher is the oldest of five; his two brothers 
are Darrin Osceola and Sonny Billie, and two sisters are 
D. Michelle Osceola and Jana-Rae Billie. 

As a first time parent to Chris, I have run the gaunt- 
let of human emotions and experiences, but I wouldn’t 
trade all of that for the world. 

When you become a parent, many people will tell 
you that your child turns 18, your job is done. In reali- 
ty your role as a parent changes over time as your child 
grows and matures into adulthood. Some children may 
take more time then others but you never quit loving 
them or give up on them — sorry for the lecture but the 
older I get, the worse I get. 

This is a birthday wish for my Son Christopher 
Osceola. My wish is that he continues to live life to the 
fullest, that he and his family continue to stay well in 
every area of their lives and that all his hopes and 
dreams for the future come true. 

With all my love, 

Your mother, Christine Nevaquaya 




Father, Daughter Celebrate Same Birthday 



I would like to wish my 
father, Ronnie Billie Sr., a well- 
deserved happy birthday on 
Oct. 1 1 . Dad, I love you today 
and tomorrow just the same as I 
did when I was 6 years old. I 
kn ow you have always done the 
best you know at being a father 
and that’s all I ask of you. 

I would also like to say 
congratulations on having 14 
years of recovery. I know per- 
sonally it can be a tough road to 
follow but you are an inspira- 
tion for me and I’m only getting 
started compared to you with 
my three years. In the begin- 
ning, you weren’t always pres- 
ent in our lives and I realize 
now that it was out of your con- 
trol because I now know the 
powerless effect that alcohol 
can have on a person. 

Thank you for being here 

now. 

Love, your daughter, 

Clea Billie-Herrera 


Happy birthday grandpa 

(Ronnie Billie Sr.)!!! 

Love, 

Cooper and Marley 

I received a very special 
birthday present 33 years ago on 
Oct. 11; one that you can’t shop 
for or money can’t buy my — 
first bom. I want to wish a very 
happy birthday to my daughter 
Clea Billie-Herrera. 

I’m very proud of the 
changes that you have made 
with your life and your family. 
God bless you. I wish you many 
more joyous and memorable 
birthdays. 

Love, 

Your dad, 
Ronnie Billie Sr. 


CLASSIFIED ADS 



Francoise’s Barbershop 

6782 Stirling Road, Hollywood, Lla. 33024 
(954) 987-1309, (954) 471-2469 

Where everyone is welcome. Skin fade, fade, layer cut, flat top, uni- 
sex color, highlights, correction haircut, kids and seniors. Enjoy the 
best old fashioned hot shave in town! European facial, waxing, $25 
spa pedicure and manicure combo. 


Get Out of Jail East! Call 
Myma Loy (954) 583-9119. 
Tribal dividends, MasterCard 
and Visa accepted. 24 hours • 
Speedy Release • Professional 
Service - 1128 NW 31st St., Ft. 
Lauderdale, FL 33311 


Quality Miniature Horses for SALE at Reasonable Prices 

All ages and colors 

Paddock Farm s is located in Okeechobee next to the Ag. Center 
Call (863) 634-1438 for more info, 

Or visit paddockfarmsminiaturehorses.com 


| NEW KID 



Congratulations to proud parents Josie Davis and Christopher Rodriguez of Immokalee on the birth of their 
daughter, Remey Rodriguez. She was bom on Aug. 27 at 1:16 a.m., weighing 6 pounds, 5 ounces, and measur- 
ing 19.5 inches. Remy’s grandfather is Kenny Joe Davis Sr. 



Jennifer Anne Pridemore of Coral Springs, Fla. and Kevin Quinn Holata joined together in holy matrimo- 
ny during an intimate ceremony surrounded by cherished friends and family members on Aug. 23. 

The newlyweds would like to thank all family members and friends who came to share in the joy and fellow- 
ship of our wedding day. Though the two-little words, thank you, don’t seem nearly enough to convey our 
immeasurable gratitude, we do thank you with all our hearts. 

We hope each of you truly know that our wedding day would not have been as special without you. Thanks 
for being a part of our wonderful memories! 

All of our love and thanks, 

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Holata 


JOB ANNOUNCEMENT 

Attention All Seminole 
Tribal Members: 

The Tribal Clerk is looking for an assistant 
with the following characteristics: 

• Must be self-motivated, reliable, and 
have the ability to independently carry 
out policies and procedures within 
assigned areas of responsibility. 

• Ability to maintain records and ensure 
their confidentiality 

• Ability to proofread, research files, and 
logically organize information. 

• Must have a high school diploma, col- 
lege degree preferred; or any equiva- 
lent combination of education, training, 
and experience. 

• Excellent organizational and interper- 
sonal skills including English written 
and verbal communication proficiency 

• Must be able to travel 

If this sounds like you and you are interested 
in a full time position, please contact Mercedes 
Osceola-Hahn at 954.966.6300 extension 11162. 


POEMS 

Native Pride 

The way of the warrior is the only life I know. 

The life of the struggle, 

Ain’t nothing new to a Seminole. 

The love for our people is what keeps us going and 
going, 

We are like the river of life, 

That will never stop flowing. 

Survivors is what describes us best, 

Warriors are how we are known to all the rest. 

Great warriors have come, great warriors have gone. 
But the Seminole Tribe will always stand tall and hard. 
We’ve been through a lot of bad times, 

But our Creator has always blessed our hearts. 

A lot has happened since I was a young brave, 

The whites moved in like a giant wave, 

Creating hatred between our races, 

Life was hard but we always kept a smile upon our 
faces. 

We walk the same speed and never leave anyone 
behind, 

Then try to reason with us, 

But the white treaty of truce, we will never sign. 

We are warriors, we are self-made, 

So choose your words wisely, 

Because our hearts ain’t never pumped Kool-Aid. 
We’re proud to be Seminole and stand tall and strong, 
Livin’ a life proud and free, 

Is where the Seminoles belong. 

Only Me, 
— Myron Cypress 
Otter Clan 

MORE POEMS ❖ 2D 
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POEMS 


Soul 

Universally, minds wonder 

What would it cost to purchase a soul? 

A soul that’s seen trials and tribulations 

Been through good times and bad 

Seen others with abundance 

Wishing only one had 

When one has been keen to salvation of 

Life 

While others only have destruction in 
site 

If I ever sold mine 
What would I sell it for? 

Three dollars and six dimes 

Enough for the light to open one’s door 

But I took it upon myself 

To close it back 

And seal it shut 

Gave you your refund 

And wiped my a** with it 

But still I keep 

Twenty cents and a buck 

Maybe I’ll think better next time 

Maybe there will never be a next 

Should I have sold my soul in the first 

place? 

NO 

But still I have no regrets 

Written while under the gun, but still I 
smile, 

— Dustin Osceola 


Deliver Me 

What to do, what to do? 

I’m off in a daze, 

Being overpowered by this 
life, 

Thinking I want to change my 
ways. 

Looking for guidance from my 
higher power, 

Gaining all the knowledge I 
can, 

Cause this could be my last 
hour. 

Take my will and my life, 
Please show me how to live. 
Don’t let me go back, 

Please Lord, I want to win. 

My heart is sincere, 

My heart is pure, 

I know it’s a lifelong process, 
You will never find a cure. 
Lord, I give you my life, 
Please deliver me from these 
ways that are so trife. 

Pain, sorrow, loneliness and 
rage, 

I come to you, Lord, 

All I want is to be saved. 

Only me, 
— Myron Cypress 
Otter Clan 


Written In Blood 

Written in blood this goes out to the 
ladies of my past, 

Lirst and foremost, thank you for holding 
onto me when I was living life fast. 

“You really gotta hold on me,” think 
about that line, 

Remember you had me on lock when I 
was in my prime? 

I know you remember when you had me 
sell my guns, 

I understand now it was for my own 
good, 

No more living on the run. 

Just so you know I appreciate that you 
tried, 

I’ll always love you but I’m a roaming 
warrior, 

You did right to let me ride. 

Now to my true you and I go way back to 
school, 

You accepted me as I am nobody’s fool. 
No matter what I did you just wanted me 
to come home to you, 

Lor that and many other reasons you will 
be called my true. 

Because what I feel for you will not end, 
This love I have for you will stay strong 
my friend. 

To my young queen, of course you get 
some play, 


Show Respect 

Show respect for our ancestors and 
honor them for putting up a fight, 
Because of their resistance we are a 
unique people, 

Not like the black and white. 

We have our traditions, culture and lan- 
guage in place, 

Elders, parents, uncles and aunts must 
teach all this 

Or our uniqueness will vanish without a 
trace. 

Our ancestors fought three wars against 
their government of hate, 

If you wasn’t taught, find someone to 
teach you, for our ancestors’ sake. 

All it takes is pride and effort, 

The same as when you learned in the 
white man’s school, 

Be proud of our Mikasuki language, 
fool. 

Many of our ancestors were killed in 
those wars so you can live your life, 
Equivalent to what this Jesus did, 

But many times over by gun or knife. 

To say our native ancestral ways is not 
important is a disgrace, 

Dis-enroll yourself from the Tribe if you 
want to live like the black and white 
race. 


Everyday that goes by, I’m hoping you 
are OK. 

No matter how dangerous, you just want- 
ed to be by my side, 

Prom when we first met til’ that last ride. 
My young queen, thank you for being 
there on the stand, 

I love you and you will always have my 
utmost respect; understand? 

Lil momma, there’s a place for you too, 
Just because I let you go, doesn’t mean 
my love for you wasn’t true. 

At the time you didn’t understand, but it 
was best to let you fly, 

I apologize for the heartache, and the 
pain that made you cry. 

But you knew how I was before you got 
in too deep, 

Lil’ momma you will always have my 
love to keep. 

I sincerely apologize to you all for being 
a rolling stone, 

Just a rambling man, wherever I lay my 
hat is home. 

Written in blood I live, I ride and one day 
I will die, 

My spirit will live on, 

Remember me “for the good times” as 
you cry. 

— Ike T. Harjo 
Panther Clan 


But we are a wealthy Tribe, so you 
wouldn’t think of doing that, 

Not to mention give thanks to our ances- 
tors for the stacks. 

Because it truly starts with them, of who 
we are today, 

Then give thanks to our leaders now for 
their brilliant business minds that been 
on display. 

True we’re rich in tradition, culture and 
our Mikasuki language as well, 

Embrace it, and let that unconquered 
Seminole pride swell. 

Be proud of who you are it’s not too late 
to learn what makes a Seminole, 

Though it has made you so many friends, 
it’s not the dividend bankroll. 

Pull the wool from your eyes and wipe 
the cobweb from your ears, 

Where were all these friends of the 
Seminoles prior to the wealthy years? 
Honor our ancestors for remaining 
unconquered as well as our elders today, 
Apologize to them for the ignorance you 
displayed. 

Show respect learn our traditions, culture 
and beautiful Mikasuki language too, 
Our ancestors made those sacrifices, so 
make them proud of you. 

— Ike T. Harjo 
Panther Clan 


Gone Astray 

Trapped inside the life that I live. 
Showing all this evil. 

When it really was love that I wanted to 
give. 

God send me an angel from above. 

To bring me happiness and show me how 
to love. 

Why do I feel lost in myself? 

How come I feel like 
I don’t need anyone else 
Please save me from these evil ways. 
God, please make everything okay. 

Guide my path and strengthen my heart. 
Lord, I feel lost. 

I feel like we’re drifting apart. 

Lay your shield of protection around me, 
Lather, in your blessings. 

Come into my life and show me the way. 
Lord, you are the one, 

That I will always praise. 

You are the alpha and omega 
The first and the last. 

Come into my heart, 

And rescue me from my past. 

Lord, I come to you with a humble heart. 
Please take my will and my life. 

So we will no longer, 

Be drifting apart. 

Only Me, 
— Myron Cypress 
Otter Clan 


You Can Take the Bov Outta 

the Rez. 

However. You Can’t Take the 

Rez Outta the Bov 

Just as sure as the sun travels through 
the distance gar beyond the blue skies to 
share its warmth on my face, and when I 
look up, I envision the “Rez” location 
where my roots are embedded deeply only 
was my ancestors would understand: A 
rejuvenating and remembered place. 

Early dawn before sun rises in the 
east there is a stillness of all the nature 
welcoming another day. Giving thanks to 
the creator if all universe by acknowledg- 
ing his presence, honoring his grace and 
celebrating his life. Regardless of where 
I’ve been or how long I’ve been away, I 
find my way back home as a long-lost 
brethren to rekindle my body, spirit and 
soul. The Rez where an eagle soars grace- 
fully high above its inhabitants and where 
Spanish moss gently sways from an age- 
less oak tree as the whispering winds echo 
soothing and reassuring calmness to my 
spirit. As a boy I experienced the tradi- 
tional way of life. Oral stories entertained 


and fascinated me during the long winter 
nights. My days were filled with endless 
activities of discovering nature. I was 
expected to respect all life and to become 
the best human being possible. And as a 
result, I’ve learned to forgive. But first 
and foremost, I needed to forgive my 
greatest enemy — myself. I find it invig- 
orating to be able to see and walk upon the 
same grounds as my forefathers did for it 
maintains an equilibrium of oneness. A 
leisure stroll during a light mist in an early 
evening as the sun fades to the west has 
always heightened all of my senses to the 
world around me. A brightly multicolored 
rainbow appears to the north promising 
return of the sun while sawgrass quietly 
dances with delight. 

A land where Seminoles before me 
have engaged in wars with the Blue Coats 
for survival and for a land they loved 
enough to sacrifice for me. The running, 
hiding and evading was necessary in order 
to preserve a culture and identity. When I 
walk through a hammock, I often wonder 
what may have occurred here: was it a 
camp, a hunting grounds, a ceremonial 
grounds, a battlefield or a place where two 
young lovers met? In a time of unrest I 


thi nk of the old medicine man who was 
gunned down from behind as he tried to 
escape. I think of mothers and infants who 
perished needlessly and of all crops 
destroyed. Growing up I recall strict disci- 
plinary actions were expected whenever I 
deviated but now I understand. I remem- 
ber the aroma of traditional preparations 
wafting through the air as I returned from 
one of my adventures of swimming, 
climbing trees or playing. There aren’t too 
many things that come close to sitting 
around an open camp fire serenaded by 
night critters, while a full moon makes an 
appearance from an easterly direction on a 
cool and clear night. 

Way down south in glades there is a 
sacred local that offers its mysticism, psy- 
chological stability and physical nourish- 
ment, and that place in the Rez. It will 
remain perpetually vital in maintaining a 
balanced way of life as time changes. Lor- 
ever in my mind I will be able to remi- 
nisce and revisit the location I call home 
while restoring and renovating emotional- 
ly- 

— Daniel Tommie 
Seminole Warrior 
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Ground Effects Packages, 20 1 ' Wheels & Much More. 
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BIG CYPRESS 

Halloween 

Jfl e esf iva I 

October 31, 3008 

ly/JO f u \ 


Big Cyp^pss Ball Field 


There will be Food, Games, Rides, Egg Toss, 
Arm Wrestling, Dunk Tank, Music and More.,, 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 
BIG CYPRESS RECREATION AT (863) 983-9659 


G reat New s for All Tribal 

"MEMBERS AND EMPLOYEES: 


SEE DEALER FQfl DETAILS 


THE BEST COVERAGE IN AMERICA 
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* POWERTRAIN WAfiRANlY 

* COMffTEST TRANSPORTATION 

* ROADSIDE AS&5 IANCE 


Fall Festival Carnival 

Friday, October 31 ,2008 
At Hollywood Ball Field 


Costume Contest 
Open to Tribal Members Only. 

Ages: Infant- 1 year, 2-5 year:;, 5*9 years, 1 0* 1 2 years, 

1 > 1 5 years, 16-1? years, I 8-49 yearv and 50 S Over 
Categories; Scariest Prettiest Original 

tl^H Prince & Princess S 18-49 years King & Queen Cross-Dresser 

Pumpkin Carving Contest 

A ges: Youth {17 years Hinder], Adult] 18-49 years), and 
Seniors (50 years S Over] 

Dinner will be served from 6:00 - 900 pm 
Haunted House in Youth Center at 8:00 pm 
Booths & Activities 
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AUTO MALL 
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PLEASE CALL TOLL-FREE 

1-888-800-8048 
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CK 


















6D • The Seminole Tribune • October 31, 2008 


Health 


The Healthy Senior . . 7D 
The Healthy Seminole 7D 


Trick or Treat: 
Halloween Safety Tips 

BY CELIA ARICA-DASILVA 

Environmental Health Dept. Program Coordinator 

It’s Halloween season once again. Along with all 
the tricks and treats, it is important to remember safe- 
ty so that parents and guardians can ensure they and 
their children have good time. 

However, safety extends to more areas than many 
would think — make sure to include everyone in a 
Halloween safety checklist — parents, children, pets 
and even the home itself. 

How much do you know about 
Halloween safety? 

Take the quiz below for find out. 

Trick (False) Or Treat (True) 

The best time to wear your Halloween costume for 
the first time is when you go out trick or treating. 

Trick - Costumes are one of the leading causes 
of accidents and injury during this holiday!! Par- 
ents should have the kids try on the costumes prior 
to Halloween for a trial run. 

Here are some tips to ensure safety: 

Check the length of the costume so that it does not 
drag on the floor creating a tripping hazard. Hem the 
costume if necessary. 

Make sure the labels are marked as “flame retar- 
dant or flame resistant”. Polyester is the best choice of 
material for costumes since cotton can bum quickly. 

Check that the shoes that match the costume are 
not too elevated, hard to walk in, wobbly, slippery or 
too uncomfortable. Decorate a pair of tennis shoes to 
match the costume if necessary. 

Make sure that masks fit properly and do not 
impair vision, breathing or hearing. Consider using 
non-toxic, hypoallergenic makeup instead of a mask. 

Planning your entire route and letting the entire 
group know what it is, will assure a happy and safe 
time! 

Treat - Planning ahead and knowing the route 
can minimize the loss of children and help the 
group stay together. 

Follow these simple tips for a fun Halloween: 

Always walk on the sidewalk. Look both ways 
before crossing the street. Don’t hide or cross the street 
between parked cars. Always cross the street at the 
comers or crosswalks. 

Leave the bicycles, rollerblades, and skateboards 
at home. 

Many malls and other organizations now offer a 
safe alternative for trick or treaters. Some even have 
costume contests 

Never let young children go out alone. Always 
have an adult present. Groups work well for both kids 
and homeowners. 

Dressing up your pet and leaving them outside is 
a good idea. 

Trick - All the commotion of the evening can 
make your pet scared and more aggressive. Also, 
just because you think your pet looks cute in a cos- 
tume doesn’t mean that they will like it. 

Please keep these things in mind to keep pets safe: 

If you are thinking about dressing up your pet, 
keep in mind that they may not be as receptive to the 
idea as you think. It may cause them discomfort and 
stress. This can cause your pet’s normal behavior to 
change. 

If your dog or cat seems to be begging for some 
candy, keep in mind that chocolate is deadly to them in 
any amount. Wrappers and foil can get stuck in your 
pet’s digestive track and can make them ill or cause 
death. 

Keeping your pet inside and away from all the 
commotion of the evening is a good idea to ensure that 
everyone, even your pet, has a safe evening. Loud 
noises and lots of people can be upsetting to animals. 
Also keeping them separated can prevent your animal 
from daring out through the open door as you hand out 
candy. Make sure they have plenty of food and water. 

Outdoor decorations can be cool and are safe. 

Trick - Remember you will have children run- 
ning in your front yards. When decorating, plan 
ahead for safety. 

Here are some tips for Halloween safety: 

Consider placement of wiring for lights and deco- 
rations to prevent trips and falls. 

Make sure decorated areas are well lit and not in 
the way of pedestrian areas. 

Clear out items such as flower pots, gardens 
hoses, low tree limbs or roots and other house and yard 
item s . 

Take caution with lit jack-o-lantems and other 
items that have an open flame. 


Other Common Tips for a Safe and Happy 

Halloween: 


A y* 
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Visit homes that have the porch light on. 

Accept your treats at the door and never go into a 
stranger’s house. 

Be cautious of animals 
and strangers. 

Have a grown-up 
inspect your treats 
before eating. 

Don’t eat candy 
if the package is 
already opened. 

- Small, hard 
■ pieces of candy 
▼ are a choking 
hazard for young 
children. 

y Parents, feeding 
your children a good meal 
before going out will reduce the urge to pick at the candy 
before returning home. 

Be sure to say thank you for your treats. 

Take a flash light with you. 

Walk, don’t run. 



Nena Bolan 


Pemayetv Emahakv student Joshua Madrigal (R) speaks with FSU’s first-string safety Myron Rolle about health-related topics on Oct. 8. 


FSU’s Myron Rolle Talks Health with Tribal Youth 


BY NENA BOLAN 
Freelance Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Florida State University’s 
(FSU) first-string safety Myron Rolle visited the 
Brighton Gym on Oct. 8 to discuss health issues 
including diabetes, hypertension and obesity — top- 
ics he said hold a very special place in his heart. 

Rolle said diabetes and hypertension affect his 
immediate family, and after becoming a FSU Semi- 
nole, he learned this disease deeply affects the Semi- 
nole Tribe as well. 

He said he wanted to speak to students at the 
Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School as part of the Our 


Way to Health Program. Pemayetv emahakv means 
“our way” in Creek. 

This program aims to teach the school’s fifth 
graders ways to stay active, maintain a healthy 
lifestyle and live a diabetes-free life, in classroom les- 
sons and physical activities taught in their physical 
education class. 

During Rolle ’s visit, he led the students in short 
sprints on the gym field, engaged them in conversa- 
tion and signed autographs. Later, he visited the 
Charter School and spoke to the students in a more 
individualized setting. 

This is Rolle ’s third visit to the school, and he 
said each time his connection to the students grows 


stronger. 

“This time I got hugs and high-fives,” he said. 

In addition to Rolle ’s thriving football career, 
this well-rounded pre-med student also somehow 
finds time to contribute sports articles to The New 
York Times, among other extracurricular activities, 
while still maintaining a near 4.0 GPA. 

The New Jersey native, now in his third year as 
student/athlete, said he hopes to play professional 
football in the National Football League after gradu- 
ating from FSU. Rolle said he also aspires to become 
a neurologist in a second career. 


Tribe’s Purple Tea Party Luncheon 
Highlights Breast Cancer Awareness 

BY SHELLEY MARMOR 
Assistant Editor 


HOLLYWOOD — The Allied Health Dept., in 
conjunction with representatives from the Memorial 
Hospital Healthcare System, hosted a Purple Tea Party 
luncheon on Oct. 13 in the Clinic Conference Room. 

Tribal citizens and employees attended the event 
to learn more about the disease that one in seven 
women will face in their lifetime. 

Purple Tea events take place nationally and pro- 
vide attendees with information on the early detection 
and prevention of the most common form of cancer 
diagnosed in women. The event took place in recogni- 
tion of October’s designation as Breast Cancer Aware- 
ness Month. 

Tiffany Brown-Howard from Memorial’s Com- 
munity Relations Dept, began the informational lunch- 
eon by talking about the “triple touch” self-examina- 
tion process, which says women should palpate utiliz- 


ing light, medium and firm pressure during an exam. 
She also stressed the importance of conducting month- 
ly self-exams, saying early detection provides the best 
defense against breast cancer. 

“If we don’t do it regularly, we won’t know if any- 
thing has changed,” Brown-Howard said. 

She also told the attendees certain demographics, 
including women older than 50 and those who have a 
family history of cancer, have a higher risk of getting 
breast cancer. However, Brown-Howard reiterated sev- 
eral times that breast cancer affects women of every 
demographic, not just those where it commonly occurs. 

“If you take nothing else away from this seminar, 
know that all women are at risk,” she said. 

Grace Gomez, a mammography technician at 
Memorial West Hospital, and Pat Forsyth, a nurse prac- 
titioner at Memorial Regional Hospital, spoke next. 

Gomez, who has worked as a mammography tech- 
nician since 1985, said with Memorial’s state-of-the-art 
digital machines, mammograms should hurt less than 
they did in year’s past. She said women 40 and 
older should get a mammogram annually, and that 
given the advances in technology, “this shouldn’t 
be a painful process for anyone.” 

A breast cancer survivor herself, Forsyth fur- 
ther stressed the importance of monthly self-exam s 
for early detection. She said to do the mammogram 
seven to 10 days before the menstrual cycle begins, 
and added that contrary to popular belief, exam s 
should not take place in the shower as soap and 
water can cause the hands to slip and miss a lump. 

Fellow breast cancer survivor Carolyn New- 
man spoke next, giving an emotional account of 
her six-month treatment regimen. She said on May 
5, 2005, she received the news that she had Stage 
3 breast cancer, just seven months after her mother 
lost her own 18-month battle with breast cancer. 

Newman, diagnosed at age 42 — the average 
age of diagnosis — said after a week of disassoci- 
ating herself from the disease, she decided she had 
to beat it because she had two young children she 
wanted to live for. After six months of chemother- 
apy, a double bilateral mastectomy and radiation 
therapy, Newman did in fact beat the cancer. 

“Our bodies and our minds are so powerful 
that we find a way,” she said. “I was very fortunate 
that I had doctors at Memorial who told me ‘This 
is curable.’” 

For more information on breast cancer please 
visit the American Cancer Society’s website at 
cancer.org, or call the toll-free number (800) ACS- 
2345, which operates 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week. 



October is 
National Dental 
Hygiene Month 

SUBMITTED BY THE SEMINOLE DENTAL PROGRAM 

When you go to the dental clinic you know that 
you will see the dental hygienist. You know that he or 
she will clean your teeth, talk to you about flossing 
and give you a new toothbrush. But do you really 
know who this person is or what they do? 

Dental hygienists are licensed oral health profes- 
sionals who focus on preventing and treating oral dis- 
eases — both to protect teeth and gums and to protect 
the patient’s total health. They must graduate from 
accredited dental hygiene education programs in col- 
leges and universities and pass a written national 
board examination and a clinical examination before 
receiving their license to practice. 

Besides cleaning your teeth, dental hygienists 
evaluate your oral health, apply and recommend dis- 
ease preventive agents such as fluorides and sealants 
and teach you why and how to maintain healthy teeth 
and gums. Dental hygienists may also be found work- 
ing in the community as educators, researchers and 
administrators. 

In honor and celebration of National Dental 
Hygiene Month, the dental hygienists of the Seminole 
Dental Program invite you to make an appointment so 
that they may assist you in maintaining a lifetime of 
healthy smiles! 



Shelley Marmor 


Tiffany Brown-Howard from Memorial’s Community Relations 
Dept, gives some statistics on breast cancer. 
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THE HEALTHY SENIOR 

BY FRED CICETTI 


[Editor ’s Note: Fred Cicetti is a syndicated colum- 
nist who writes about issues concerning senior citizens ’ 
health. The opinions he expresses are his own. If you 
would like to ask a question, please write 
fred@healthygeezer.com. All Rights Reserved ©2008 
b)^Ned Cicetti.] 

I’m very careful to avoid anything that might 
| I gi ye me bursitis, which seems to run in my 
family. However, I’ve been suffering more 
lately despite my best efforts. Do you think this 
Is this age-related? 

A Yes. Bursitis occurs more often as we age. As 
you are probably aware, repetitive motions are 
the worst things for people who tend to get bur- 
sitis. Other causes include joint trauma, 
rheumatoid arthritis, gout and infection. 

Bursitis is inflammation of a bursa, which is a 
small sac filled with fluid. We each have about 160 of 
these bursae, which act as shock absorbers and grease 
for our joints. They are buffers between bones and over- 
lapping muscles or between bones and tendons/skin. 
When bursae become inflamed, they can ache. 

If you have bursitis, you may feel pain or stiffness 
in the elbow, hip, knee, shoulder, heel, big toe or other 
joints; stronger pain with movement or pressure; 
swelling, warmth and redness. 

While repetitive motions are the usual culprits in 
bursitis, simple pressure can cause inflammation, too. A 
couple of examples: Pushing a vacuum cleaner can give 
you bursitis in your elbow. But sitting on a hard surface 
for a long time can inflame the bursa over a bone in 
your buttocks. 

You can usually take care of bursitis yourself. Rest 
the affected joint. An ice pack will reduce swelling. To 
reduce pain and inflammation, take a non-steroidal anti- 
inflammatory (NSAID), such as ibuprofen or aspirin. It 
usually takes a week or so for bursitis to go away. 

You should go to your doctor if the symptoms 
don’t subside after 10 days; you have a fever; there’s 


excessive swelling, redness, bruising or a rash in the 
affected area; pain is sharp, shooting or disabling; you 
have a medical condition or you take drugs that may 
increase your risk of an infection. 

If you need professional care, your doctor may rec- 
ommend physical therapy or a cortisone injection into 
the bursa to relieve inflammation. 

Ultrasound treatment is often used by physical 
therapists and many other healthcare providers to treat 
bursitis. Ultrasound relieves pain and inflammation, 
speeds healing, reduces muscle spasms and increases 
range of motion. 

Ultrasound makes high frequency sound waves. 
The sound waves vibrate tissues deep inside the injured 
area. This creates heat that draws more blood into the 
tissues. The tissues then respond to healing nutrients 
brought in by the blood. 

Treatment is given with a sound-head that is 
moved gently in strokes or circles over the injured area. 
The procedure may be performed with the sound-head 
alone or with a topical anti-inflammatory drug or gel. 

(Personal note: My wife, Gale, swears by ultra- 
sound for treating her occasional bouts of bursitis.) 

However, if the bursitis is caused by a bacterial 
infection of the bursa, it will have to be drained and you 
will need antibiotic treatment. 

Here are some tips to help prevent bursitis: 

If you must undertake a job that requires repetitive 
movements, take many breaks. 

Avoid sustained pressure on a bursa. For example, 
don’t sit on hard chairs for long periods. If you have to 
do a job on your hands and knees, use knee cushions. 
Don’t rest your elbows on hard surfaces. Don’t wear ill- 
fitting shoes. 

Exercise the muscles in the joints that tend to get 
bursitis. You can protect these joints by strengthening 
the muscles around them. Of course, don’t exercise 
until all bursitis symptoms are gone. 

Prior to exercising you should always warm up and 
stretch your muscles. 


THE HEALTHY SEMINOLE 

SUBMITTED BY THE ALLIED HEALTH DEPT. 


Dear Nutritionist, 

Last weekend my friend was visiting and said 
something about the way I take my pills because she 
happens to take the same ones. She said that her doctor 
told her to take one of them with a meal and one of 
them on an empty stomach. Does it really matter? I just 
like to get it over with whatever time of day I remem- 
ber to take them. 

Thank you, 

Drug Dilemma 

Dear Dilemma-No-More, 

Your friend has paid attention to a very important 
part of managing medications. Food-drug interactions 
happen when the food you eat affects the ingredients in 
a medicine so the medicine doesn’t work the way it 
should. 

Many medicines are affected by what you eat or 
drink and when you eat. For example, taking some 
medicines at the same time you eat may interfere with 
the way your stomach or intestines absorb the medi- 
cine. The food may delay or decrease the absorption of 
the drug. That is why some medicine should be taken 
on an empty stomach. 

However, some medicines are easier to tolerate 
when taken with food. Ask your doctor and pharmacist 
whether it’s OK to take your medicine with a snack or 
meal or if it should be taken on an empty stomach. 
Don’t assume the person dispensing the medicine will 


tell you if you need to do this. 

Vitamins, minerals and other dietary supplements 
can be affected also. Tell your doctor and pharmacist 
about any supplements or herbal products you are 
using. Some medicines shouldn’t be taken with herbal 
products. Some combinations can be dangerous. 

Here are the three R’s for medication use: All med- 
icines - prescription, over-the-counter and supplements 
- have RISKS as well as benefits; RESPECT the power 
of your medicine and the value of the medicine proper- 
ly used; and, take RESPONSIBILITY for learning how 
to take your medicine safely. 

Be safe, 

Your Nutritionist 


The column is submitted to The Seminole Tribune by 
members of the Seminole Tribe of Florida’s Allied Health 
Department staff of nutritionist and health educators. We 
welcome all questions and provide one on one counseling 
as well a group lessons on a variety of health topics. 

For more information about this topic mentioned in 
this month’s column, please contact the Nutritionist on 
your reservation. Big Cypress Wellness Center, (863) 983- 
5798, Sue Fundingsland, Nutritionist; Brighton Medical 
Clinic, (863) 763-0271 , Beth Morlang, Nutritionist; Holly- 
wood Medical Clinic, (954) 962-2009, Toma Hunter, Nutri- 
tionist; Immokalee Medical Clinic, (239) 867-3400, Char- 
lotte Porcaro, Nutritionist/Health Educator. 



A Discount Cue Source & Accessories, Inc. 



Happy Holidays and Happy New 

Gut Pro Shop has over 25 D Pool Cues 10 
choose from, with many Pool Cue Cases ft 
Accessories for your playing needs. We am 
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of Miami 
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Miami, Florida 33169 
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Experienced Criminal Defense Attorney 
Former Government Prosecutor 


Federal and State Crimes 


■ Theft 




Fraud 


Assault and Battery 


Felonies 


Misdemeanors 


Probation Violations 
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Indian Dav 


E 


BC Community 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Members of the Big Cypress 
community joined in many traditional activities, such 
as log peeling, woodcarving, sewing, frybread-cook- 
ing, archery, sack races, axe throwing, alligator 
wrestling and a clothing contest, to celebrate Indian 
Day on Sept. 26. 

Tribal citizens and community attended the 
events, celebrated annually on the fourth Friday in 
September by Native American Tribes across the U.S. 

Big Cypress Baptist Church Pastor Bruce Pratt 
said Indian Day is “about family, food and fellow- 
ship.” 

“It is good because we have been uniquely made 
by God,” Pratt said. “We have our own customs but 
we still recognize one another as Indians.” 

“I am glad to see everyone participate,” he added. 
“It is good to see our elders recognized and respected 
as well.” 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress participated in the 
reservation’s Walk/Run festivities earlier in the day 
and said he enjoyed the camaraderie. 

“I want to continue to encourage everyone to 
come out more and be a part of the events next year,” 
Chairman Cypress said. 



Celebrates Indian Day 


Billie Walker races against the clock in the log peeling competition. 


Nena Bolan 

Brighton community children Slip ‘N Slide® their way through Indian Day. 



Chris C. Jenkins Chris C. Jenki 

Wilson Bowers takes aim at his target in the (L-R) Sierra Bowers, Nia Cypress and Alisia Billie compete in the Girl’s 9-12-year-old traditional 
archery competition. clothing category. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Walk/Run participants (L-R) President Richard Bowers Jr., Edna McDuffie and Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress hold a sticker proclaiming “U Did It,” upon their completion of the race. 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Modern Tribal women’s clothing contest divi- 
sion winner Claudia Doctor. 


Big Cypress Indian Day Contest Results 


Crafts Contest 

Women, Ages 65 and Older: 1 . Patsy Bil- 
lie, 2. Virginia Tommie; Women, Ages 55-64: 1 . 
Teresa Jumper; Men, Ages 55-64: 1. Joe B. 
Osceola; Women, Ages 18-35: 1. Alice M. Bil- 
lie, 2. Tasha Osceola. 

Frybread Cooking Contest 
Girls, Youth: 1. Caitlin Cypress, 2. Sydnee 
Cypress, 3. Nia Cypress, 4. Colby Herrera, 5. 
Jeannie Capricien; Boys, Youth: 1. Ricky Joe 
Alumbaugh, 2. Anthony Joe, 3. Christopher 
Joe; Women, Adult: 1. Resha Doctor, 2. Ervina 
Capricien, 3. Beverly Alumbaugh; Men, Adult: 
1. Charlie Cypress, 2. Joe Herrera, 3. Happy 
Jumper. 

Clothing Contest 

Family Division: 1. Virginia Osceola, 2. 
Carlene 0. Dicarlo. 

Traditional Division: Girls, Ages 0-1 : Mary 
Sally, 2. Arahny Jim, 3. Halley Balentine; Boys, 
Ages 0-1: I.Hayzen Balentine 2. Byron Billie 
Jr.; Girls, Ages 2-4: 1 . Mara Turtle, 2. Madasyn 
Osceola, 3. Sarafina Osceola; Boys, Ages 2-4: 
1. Leighton Jim, 2. Kassim Stockton Jr., 3. 
Xazier Osceola; Girls, Ages 5-8: 1 . Alena Stock- 
ton, 2. Shana Balentine, 3. Thomlynn Billie; 
Boys, Ages 5-8.: 1. Romero Garcia, 2. Caleb 
Billie, 3. Adakai Robbins; Girls, Ages 9-12.: 1. 
Alisia Billie, 2. Nia Cypress, 3. Sierra Bowers; 
Boys, Ages 13-17: 1. Darwin Cypress; Women, 
Ages 1 8-35: 1 . Sara Osceola, 2. Tasha Osceo- 
la, 3. Alice M. Billie; Men, Ages 1 8-35 1 . Happy 
Jumper, 2. Joe Herrera, 3. Wilson Bowers; 
Women, Ages 36-54: 1. Virginia Tommie, 2. 
Helene Buster; Men, Ages 36-54.: 1. William 
Cypress; Women, Ages 55-64: 1 . Virginia Tom- 
mie, 2. Sally Tommie; Men, Ages 65 and Older: 
1 . Joe Osceola Sr. 

Modern Division: Girls, Ages 0-1:1. Halley 
Balentine, 2. Xiya Osceola, 3. Tahnia Billie; 
Boys, Ages 0-1:1. Hayzen Billie, 2. Rylin Osce- 
ola, 3. Amadaus Osceola; Girls, Ages 2-4: 1 . 
Charlie Osceola, 2. Madasyn Osceola, 3. Dyla- 


nee Solano; Boys, Ages 2-4: 1 . Kassim Stock- 
ton Jr., 2. Xazier Osceola, 3. Evan Cypress; 
Girls, Ages 5-8: 1. Alyssa Osceola, 2. Marley 
Herrera, 3. Thomlynn Billie; Boys, Ages 5-8: 1. 
Adakai Robbins, 2. Tash-sho Tahche Jumper, 
3.Skyal Tommie; Girls, Ages 9-1 2: 1 . Alisia Bil- 
lie, 2. Katinna Jumper, 3. Natomah Robbins; 
Boys, Ages 9-1 2: 1 . Troy Yescas Modern; Girls, 
Ages 13-17: 1. Natasha Billie, 2. K’ahna 
Jumper, 3. Tana Osceola; Boys, Ages 1 3-1 7: 1 . 
Tucomah Robbins; Women, Ages 18-35: 1. 
Clea Billie Herrera, 2. JoJo Osceola, 3. Tiffany 
Billie; Men, Ages 18-35: 1. Byron Billie Sr., 2. 
Joseph Osceola, 3. Kassim Stockton Sr.; 
Women, Ages 36-54: 1. 

Carlene 0. Dicarlo, 2. 

Helene Buster, 3. Vir- 
ginia Osceola; Women, 

Ages 55-64: 1 . Claudia 
Doctor. 

Archery 

Girls, Ages 7-8: 1. 

Alyssa Osceola, 2. Kat- 
rina Huggins, 3. Thom- 
lynn Billie; Girls, Ages 
9-11.: 1. Gloria Brooks, 

2. Sydnee Cypress, 3. 

Dayra Koenes; Boys, 

Ages 9-11.: 1. 

Jathaniel Brooks, 2. 

Billy Walker Jr., 3. Dar- 
ius Friday; Girls, Ages 
12-14: 1. Jeannie 

Capricien, 2. Taigi 
Osceola; Boys, Ages 
12-14: 1. Oshaanee 
Cypress, 2. River Dil- 
lian, 3. Christian 
Alexander; Girls, Ages 
15-17: 1. Terrina 

Cypress; Boys, Ages 
15-17: 1. Darwin 

Cypress; Women, Ages 


1 8-35: 1 . Sherry Robbins, 2. Emelia Jumper, 3. 
Clea Billie Herrera; Men, Ages 1 8-35: 1 . Robert 
Cypress, 2. Wilson Bruisedhead, 3. Wilson 
Bowers; Women, Ages 36-54: 1. Rhonda Roff, 
2. Kim Royal, 3. Glynnis Bowers; Men, Ages 
36-54: 1 . Jay Osceola; Women, Ages 55-64: 1 . 
Carol Cypress, 2. Minnie Tigertail; Women, 
Ages 65 and Older: 1 . Virginia Tommie 
Pool 

8-Ball: Senior Women: 1. Laura Clay, 2. 
Esther Buster, 3. Bess Bowlegs, 4. Juanita 
Osceola, 5. Jane Doctor; Senior Men: 1. Gary 
Clay, 2. Roy Snow, 3. Abel Salgado, 4. Russell 
Osceola, 5. Joe Billie; Women: 1. Hope Baker, 
2. Phalyn Osceola, 3. 
Theresa Nunez, 4. 
Connie Williams, 5. 
Pauletta Bowers; 
Men: 1. Boogie Nunez, 
2. Randy Clay, 3. Jack 
Billie, 4. Roy Garza Jr., 
5. Ralph Sanchez. 

9-Ball: Women: 
1. Laura Clay, 2. 
Peggy Nunez, 3. 
Jamie Onco, 4. Phalyn 
Osceola, 5. Debbie 
Henry; Men: 1. Abel 
Salgado, 2. Rob 
Landin, 3. Mario Posa- 
da, 4. Tony Bert, 5. 
Randy Clay. 

Scotch Doubles: 

1 . Raymond 
Garza/Virginia Billie, 

2. Randy Clay/Debbie 
Henry, 3. Angelo 
Claro/Linda Billie, 4. 
Mike Blissett/Teonna 
Rock, 5. Russell Osce- 
ola/Juanita Osceola. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Randy Clay gets ready for his next move in 
8-Ball competition. 


Indian Day Festivities Abound 
on Brighton Reservation 


BY NENA BOLAN 
Freelance Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Families in Brighton 
woke up to a cool morning on Indian Day, 
Sept. 26. The lower humidity was a break 
for the 5k runners and walkers, and it made 
the fishing tournament a pleasure for partic- 
ipants. 

Most of the events took place near the 
gym, with an amusement section set up 
inside for the children. Mothers and aunts 
enjoyed watching the kids bounce and flip 
on the oversized sling shots, and the energy 
that girls and boys displayed in the giant 
slip and slide lasted most of the day. 

Of all the physical competition that 
took place during Indian Day, pole peeling 
required the most strength. Competitors 
need a great deal of upper arm and back 
strength to wield the double handle draw 
blade, but the Brighton women faced the 
challenge head-on. 

The first few strokes with the draw 
blade prove the most difficult because the 
tough cypress bark does not want to let go. 
However, only seconds in to each attempt, 
strips of bark landed in piles at the competi- 


tors’ feet. After the women’s division, the 
men competed next. 

Men’s archery followed the pole peel- 
ing competition. Participants arrived ahead 
of time in order to practice and test the con- 
dition of their long bows. Parker Jones of 
Brighton mentioned that he first took up 
archery at age 5 or 6 when his grandfather 
crafted a bow for him. 

“I started to take it seriously during the 
Indigenous Games in Canada,” said Jones. 

Late in the afternoon, event organizers 
set up portable stoves and propane tanks for 
the frybread and pumpkin bread-making 
contests. Young and elder cooks competed 
in the event, and in some cases several gen- 
erations of one family used the same fry 
pot. 

Sisters Sheila and Melanie Jones com- 
peted against each one another, but both 
said they enjoyed working together. 

Grandmother Alice Snow carefully 
fashioned several pieces of raw pumpkin 
bread and laid them out in a row, while her 
granddaughter, Amber, scooped, pinched 
and formed her frybread and her other 
granddaughter, Shyla Holata, watched 
closely. 



Nena Bolan 

Mother and daughter, (L-R) Rose and Farrah Jones, prepare their dough mixture fot the pumpkin 
bread cooking contest. 



Yahola Buck peels the log until the work is done. 
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(L-R) Bonnie Davis is instructed by Valene Clay in the sewing competition, lack Aguilar shows off his turtle. 


Cartaya Billie and Jack Aguilar wait patiently for their turn in the clothing contest. 




Culture Reigns at Indian Day Festivities 


Judy Weeks 

Immokalee Board Liaison Delores Jumper encourages her grandson, 
Tommy Osceola, to cross the finish line in the Diaper Derby. 


Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Bark flies as Gil Yzaguirre turns the log for Victor Billie in the log peeling competition. 


(L-R) Susan Davis and Valene Clay race their canoe to the finish line. 


Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Christopher Briscoll and Jessica Lopez 
are up before dawn to participate in the Indian 
Day Walk/Run. 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — Residents of the 
Immokalee Reservation joined Native Americans 
from all across America on Sept. 26 in celebration 
of their heritage. 

First instituted by the Boy Scouts of America 
in New York State, Indian Day received formal 
proclamation in 1915 on a national level. For near- 
ly a century, celebrations of culture and heritage on 
this day acknowledge the important contributions 
of the first Americans. 

A full roster of cultural activities provided an 
opportunity for all ages to participate in the celebra- 
tion in Immokalee. While the men competed in 
stickball and archery, the women demonstrated 
their sewing skills on the hand crank machines and 
took part in the shaker race. 

Seniors and toddlers entered turtles of all 
kinds, shapes and sizes in a race that required a lot 


of encouragement for their entries. Meanwhile, 
youngsters demonstrated their skills in the language 
contest and babies competed in the Diaper Derby. 

Age and gender divisions separated the con- 
testants in the log peeling, fan tacking and axe 
throwing competitions. Some of the entrants exhib- 
ited extraordinary skill in these tasks, many of 
which come in handy during chickee building and 
other areas of traditional Seminole life. 

The arts and crafts contests took place for a 
month prior to Indian Day, with only those making 
the final cut displayed during the community festiv- 
ities. Beading projects ranged from very difficult 
lamp bases and intricately designed necklaces to 
simple bracelets and earrings. Sweetgrass baskets, 
patchwork pillows, wood carving, handsome dolls 
and ceramic artwork presented a colorful scene that 
drew a steady stream of observers. 

Nearly everyone eligible from Immokalee 
entered the clothing contest with age groups rang- 
ing from 0-100. Dividing the contest into two cate- 


gories, contestants entered both traditional and 
modem classifications. Attire ranged from shirts 
and jackets to ornate skirts with capes and old style 
man’s shirts. 

The canoe race, a time consuming event, took 
place the night before Indian Day. Forming teams 
according to age, the contest brought out the good 
sportsmanship in its contestants, many of whom 
had no experience. Paddling in circles, running into 
each other by mistake, traveling in reverse and tip- 
ping over, the canoeists had a great time and made 
every effort to complete the race. 

Sixty-three individuals turned out in the pre- 
dawn light to participate in the Indian Day 
Walk/Run, titled “Walk Softly Upon the Earth.” As 
they left the starting line, they made their way 
through the route guided by the headlights on vari- 
ous Seminole Police Dept, vehicles on hand to 
ensure everyone’s safety. 


Immokalee Indian Day Contest Results 


Traditional Clothing Contest: Ages 0-3: Girls: 

1 . Jaleesa Clay, 2. Denise Gonzales, 3. Remey 
Rodriguez; Boys: 1. Gage Osceola, 2. Tommy 
Osceola; Ages 4-8: Girls: 1. Priscilla Alvarado, 2. 
Shyanna Escobar; Boys: 1. K.J. Davis, 2. Lee 
Jumper; Ages 9-1 3: Girls: 1 . Jade Tapia; Boys: 1 . 
Kenny Joe Davis Jr., 2. Damian Escobar, 3. Aaron 
Alvarado; Ages 14-17: Girls: 1. Bonnie Davis, 2. 
Cheyenne Mclnturff, 3. Cassandra Jimmie; Ages 
18-54: Women: 1. Monica Cypress, 2. Lorraine 
Posada, 3. Valeene Clay; Men: 1. Gary Mclnturff, 

2. Ray Yzaguirre Jr., 3. Kenny Joe Davis Sr.; Sen- 
ior Women: 1. Nancy Motlow, 2. Nellie Bain, 3. 
Linda Frank. 

Modern Clothing Contest: Ages 0-3: Girls: 1 . 
Cashius Jumper, 2. Jaleesa Clay, 3. Angelina Hall; 
Boys: 1. Gage Osceola, 2. 

Peter Martinez, 3. Kingston 
Sanders: Ages 4-8: Girls: 1. 

Caniah Billie, 2. Cartaya Billie, 

3. Allegra Velez; Boys: 1. K.J. 

Davis, 2. Lee Jumper, 3. Jack 
Adams Aguilar; Ages 9-13: 

Girls: 1. Tommie Billie, 2. Gigi 
Wargolet, 3. Alexis Aguilar; 

Boys: 1. Karlito Wargolet, 2. 

Alonzo Wargolet, 3. Dennis 
Gonzalez; Ages 14-17: Girls: 

Bonnie Davis, 2. Cassandra 
Jimmie, 3. Cheyenne Mcln- 
turff; Boys: 1. Spencer Jock, 

2. Trent Mclnturff, 3. Allen 
Michael Venzor; Ages 18-54: 

Women: 1 . Mary Lou Alvarado, 

2. Virginia Garcia-Sanders, 3. 

Kattiria Santana; Men: 1. 

Johnny Jimmie, 2. Pete 
Aguilar, 3. Roy Alvarado Jr.; 

Senior Women: 1. Martha Bil- 
lie, 2. Delores Jumper, 3. 

Rachel Billie. 

Language Competition: 

1. Lauren Posada, 2. Tianna 
Hali Garcia, 3. Deidra Hall. 

Turtle Races: Ages 1-5: 

1. Cashius Jumper, 2. Jaliyah 
Arteaga, 3. Kaden Grimaldo; 

Senior’s: 1. Delores Jumper, 

2. Nancy Motlow, 3. Elaine 
Aguilar. 

Axe Throwing: Youth: Ages 12-17: 1. 
Spencer Jock, 2. Allen Michael Venzor, 3. Christo- 
pher Briscoll; Ages 18-54: Women: 1. Susan 
Davis, 2. Ali Colon-Persaud, 3. Gale Boone; Men: 
1. Ralph Escobar, 2. Manual Garza, 3. Michael 
Alvarado.; Senior’s: 1. Nancy Motlow. 

Archery: Ages 12-17:1. Trey Boone, 2. Allen 
Michael Venzor, 3. Christopher Briscoll; Ages 18- 
54: 1 . Michael Alvarado, 2. Kenny Joe Davis Sr., 

3. Allen Mclnturff. 

Diaper Derby: 1 . Josiah Arteaga, 2. Tommy 
Osceola. 

Chili Contest: 1. Kenny Joe Davis Sr., 2. 
Sylvia Marrero, 3. Mary Lou Alvarado. 


Ribs Contest: 1. Josh Garza, 2. Kenny Joe 
Davis Sr., 3. Lorena Arteaga 

Fan Tacking: Ages 1 4 and Younger: 1 . Kenny 
Joe Davis Jr., 2. Dennis Gonzales, 3. Ethan Billie; 
Ages 15-54: Men: 1. Kenny Joe Davis Sr., 2. 
Tushka Hill, 3. Gil Yzaguirre; Women: 1. Susan 
Davis, 2. Erica Mata, 3. America Martinez. 

Log Peeling: Women: 1 . Valene Clay, 2. Ash- 
ley Billie, 3. Louise Billie; Men: 1. Victor Billie, 2. 
Kenny Joe Davis Sr., 3. Roy Alvarado Jr. 

Stickball: Ages 17 and Younger: 1. Allen 
Michael Venzor, 2. Dennis Gonzales, 3. Kyle 
Alvarado; Ages18-54: 1 . Kenny Joe Davis Sr., 2. 
Ralph Escobar, 3. Tushka Hill. 

Shaker Race: Ages 6-11:1. Amber Alvarado, 
2. Aaliyah Mora, 3. Makayla Gonzales; Ages 12- 


17: 1. Bonnie Davis, 2. Tatianna Hali Garcia, 3. 
Alexis Aguilar; Ages 18-54: 1. Susan Davis, 2. 
Valene Clay, 3. Louise Billie. 

Hand Crank Sewing Race: 17 and Younger: 
1. Deidra Hall, 2. Cheyenne Mclnturff, 3. Lily 
Mora; Ages 18-54: 1. Susan Davis, 2. Valene 
Clay. 

Arts & Crafts: Youth Division: Beading: 1. 
Vanessa Billie, 2. Jade Tapia, 3. Lindsey Posada; 
Dolls: 1 . Vanessa Billie; Sewing: 1 . Gherri Osceo- 
la, 2. Shyanna Escobar, 3. Randee Osceola. 

Adult Division: Sewing: 1 . Rebecca Billie, 2. 
Valene Clay, 3. Susan Davis; Baskets: 1 . Lorraine 
Posada, 2. Sylvia Marrero; Dolls: 1 . Valene Clay; 
Adult Beading: 1 . Susan Davis, 2. Lorraine Posa- 


da, 3. Sylvia Marrero. 

Senior Division: Sewing: 1 . Nancy Motlow, 2. 
Martha Billie, 3. Rachel Billie; Beading: 1. Nancy 
Motlow; Dolls: 1. Nancy Motlow; Ceramics: 1. 
Nancy Motlow, 2. Elizabeth Tiger, 3. Linda Frank; 
Carving: 1. Martha Billie, 2. Nancy Motlow; Tur- 
bans: 1. Nancy Motlow, 2. Elizabeth Tiger, 3. 
Delores Jumper. 

Walk/Run: Youth Division: Ages 7-12: Boys: 
1 . Troy Cantu, 2. Damian Escobar, 3. Kenny Joe 
Davis Jr., 4. Jon Jimmie; Girls: 1 . Ashley Faz, 2. 
Mika Lopez, 3. Destinee Jimmie, 4. Alexis Jim- 
mie; Ages 13-17: Boys 1 . Christopher Briscoll, 2. 
Spencer Jock, 3. Tyler Harjocee; Girls: 1 . Cassan- 
dra Jimmie, 2. Tatianna Hali Garcia, 3. Jessica 
Lopez, 4. Nikki Davis. 

Ages 18-30: Women 
Runners: 1 . Valene Clay; Men 
Runners: 1. Raymond Garza 
Jr., 2. Noe Arteaga, 3. Josh 
Garza; Walkers: 1. Michael 
Alvarado, 2. Ralph Escobar; 
Community Member Run- 
ners: 1 . Felicia Garcia, 2. Jen- 
nifer Ramos; Walkers: 1. 
Noemi Escobar, 2. Victoria 
Marrero, 3. Crystal Billie, 4. 
Ashley Billie, 5. Monica 
Cypress; 

Ages 31-45 Women 
Runners: 1 . Lorraine Posada, 
2. Mary Lou Alvarado, 3. 
Susan Davis; Walkers: 1. Vir- 
ginia Billie, 2. Geraldine Osce- 
ola, 3. Sheila Aguilar, 4. 
Michelle Ford; Men Walkers: 
1. Mario Posada, 2. Peter 
Martinez, 3. Gary Mclnturff, 4. 
Juan Tapia. 

Ages 46-59: Women 
Walkers: 1. Maxine Perez, 2. 
Rebecca Martinez, 3. Sylvia 
Marrero; Men Runners: 1. 
Mark Jock. 

Senior Walkers: 1. Elaine 
Aguilar, 2. Pete Aguilar. 

Strollers: 1 . Juanita Mar- 
tinez, 2. Bonnie Davis, 3. Nina 
Frias, 4. Lorena Arteaga. 

Canoe Races: Juniors: 1 . Cartaya Billie and 
Nehi Roberts, 2. Kenny Joe Davis Jr. and Dennis 
Gonzales, 3. Ethan Aguilar and Jon Jimmie; Ages 
12-17: 1. Cassandra Jimmie and Allen Michael 
Venzor, 2. Bonnie Davis and Nikki Davis, 3. Alex- 
is Aguilar and Jessica Aguilar, 4. Ethan Billie and 
Christopher Briscoll; Seniors: 1. Elaine Aguilar 
and Kenny Joe Davis Sr., 2. Delores Jumper and 
Ralph Escobar, Rachel Billie and Allen Michael 
Venzor; Ages 1 8-54: Women: 1 . Josie Davis and 
Ali Colon-Persaud, 2. Virginia Garcia/Sanders and 
Geraldine Osceola, 3. Ashley Billie and Louise Bil- 
lie; Men: 1 . Kenny Joe Davis Sr. and Ralph Esco- 
bar, 2. Randy Osceola and Raymond Garza, 3. 
Ray Garza Jr. and Elliott Alvarado. 




Judy Weeks 


New mom Josie Davis enters her 1-month-old daughter, Remey, in the traditional category 
of the clothing contest. 



Judy Weeks 


Bonnie Davis is a pro when it comes to Fan Tacking. 
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Setting Sail for Indian Day 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 


NAPLES — Fifty five members of the 
Naples community boarded the Naples 
Princess on the evening of Sept. 19 for a 
sunset cruise to commemorate the Indian 
Day holiday. 

They sailed down the Naples Bay to the 
mouth at Gordon Pass, and then along the 
inland waterway behind the barrier islands 
on the cruise, taking in breathtaking views 
of their city. 

Naples Liaison O.B. Osceola Jr. spoke 
briefly about the origins of the holiday. 

“American Indian Day was first 
observed by the Boy Scouts of America in 
Rochester, New York,” he said. “Three 
years later, in 1915, Rev. Sherman Coolidge 
issued a proclamation at the American Indi- 
an Association meeting in Lawrence, 
Kansas, calling upon the country to set 
aside an official day to celebrate American 
Indian heritage. 

“In addition, the appeal was made to 
recognize Indians as citizens,” Osceola con- 
tinued. “ft is considered a national legal hol- 
iday and celebrated on the fourth Friday in 
September in Florida.” 

Naples Tribal citizen David Billy added 
his comments on the significance of the hol- 
iday. 

“It is important to remember who we 
are and where we come from,” said Billy. 
“We are the first Americans and share a 
proud heritage. This is a day to remember 
our ancestors and preserve the culture they 
have passed down to us.” 

As Activities Coordinator for the 
Naples Community, Sandy Osceola talked 



Krissy Frank 


(L-R) Dakota and Brody Osceola join their mom, 
Tina, on the Indian Day Cruise in Naples Bay. 



Krissy Frank 


Joanne and O.B. Osceola Sr. relax before dining 
aboard the Naples Princess Dinner Cruise. 



Krissy Frank 


While sailing on Naples Bay, the Osceola’s take 
time out for a family portrait. (L-R) Malcolm, 
Bryce, Tori, Naples Liaison O.B. Jr., O.B. Ill and 
Angela. 


about the newly organized culture program 
for the Naples community and briefly out- 
lined the schedule of upcoming events. 

“To date we have had an overwhelming 
turnout for our cultural activities with near- 
ly total participation,” Osceola said, “ft is 
important that we instill in our next genera- 
tion the rich heritage of their Native Ameri- 
can ancestors in order that they will be able 
to pass this on to their children.” 

Following a sit-down dinner, live enter- 
tainment included a singer with guitar, who 
solicited audience participation. The 
younger set quickly joined in the festivities, 
while their elders marveled at the beautiful 
sunset over the water. 



Marisol Gonzalez 

Minnie Doctor constructs a Seminole man doll at her booth during Okalee’s Indian Day event. 


Okalee Commemorates Indian Day 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Se min ole 
Okalee Indian Village hosted their Fourth 
Annual Indian Day celebration on Sept. 26- 
27. 

Attendees joined the festivities which 
included alligator wrestling, wildlife shows, 
music and interactive activities. This year, 
event organizers added otter feeding and 
even brought in a bear cub as one of their 
wildlife show attractions. 

After the otter feeding, the animals’ 
caretaker John Paul Jones entered the tank 
for a swim with the otters to the crowd’s 
delight. Known to many as “Otter John,” he 
has raised these animals since they were 
cubs. 


The weekend’s activities ended with a 
performance by a Native American dance 
troupe performing their traditional native 
dances then an alligator wrestling show put 
on by James Holt. Other Okalee employees, 
Dexter Osborn and John Kenyon, also 
known as “Gator John,” joined Holt on 
stage along with Giselle Hosin who helped 
Holt tape the gator’s mouth shut at the end 
of the show. 

After the alligator wrestling, 
bystanders got their photograph taken with 
a baby gator as a keepsake. 

Leoma Poore, manager of Okalee Indi- 
an Village, said that every year the Indian 
Day celebration gets bigger. She said event 
organizers geared this year’s activities more 
toward the younger crowds. 



Marisol Gonzalez 

(L-R) Giselle Hosin hands Nettie Smith the baby alligator to have her picture taken. 



Nena Bolan 

Jeanie Billie helps Emerson Billie, Jr. before the contest begins. (L-R) Emerson Billie, Jr., Janessa Nunez, Jagger Gaucim and Brandon Entry. 


Non-Residents Commemorate Indian Day 

BY NENA BOLAN 
Freelance Reporter 

OKEECHOBEE, Fla. — A large pro- 
portion of the Tribe’s 230 non-residents 
attended the Non-Resident Indian Day fes- 
tivities on Sept. 28 at the Agri-Civic Center. 

Jennifer Chadwick and Non-Resident 
Liaison Holly Tiger-Bowers supervised the 
well-entered clothing contest. The contest 
included all age ranees, from the eldest 
entrant, Alice Snow, 86, through the young 
babies at less than a year old. 

The younger children also enjoyed 
three inflatable castles set up for them to 
play on. They even had a wide open space 
to run around in at the rodeo arena of the 
civic center. The older children and teens 
helped with the little ones the best they 
could, while still preparing for the Semi- 
nole patchwork contest. 

Music DJ Zachary Battiest had a varied 
collection of tunes that appealed to the dif- 
ferent generations in attendance. Disco and 
funk rhythms coaxed a few people into spo- 
radic dance moves, and revived anyone 
who felt fatigued on a very humid day. 

Later in the day, attendees enjoyed 
lunch togther, before a horseshoe competi- 
tion began in the afternoon. 



Nena Bolan 


Pretty in pink (L-R) Mckayla Snow, Taylor Holata and Rumor Juarez get ready for the Indian Day 
clothing contest. 


Tampa Community Celebrates Indian Day 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

TAMPA — Tribal citizens, community 
members and guests gathered in the spirit of 
fun and tradition on Sept. 28 for the Indian 
Day festivities. 

Several longstanding and traditional 
festival-type activities rounded out the 
day’s activities. These included: a log peel- 
ing contest, beadwork, pony rides, the skil- 
let toss, football, archery and an arts and 
crafts competition. 

“It is a day to get together to celebrate, 
Tribal citizen Norman “Skeeter” Bowers 
pointed out. 

He said he appreciates the acknowl- 
edgement of the day nationwide and its his- 
torical impact and effect on all the youth 
and the elders in the Tribe as well. 


“I think it is important for the kids to 
see this to know it is a part of their history,” 
Bowers said. “I also think our elders espe- 
cially appreciate the day because they have 
been through all the hardships.” 

Joanie Henry of the Tribe’s Culture 
Dept, and Mayra Simmons of the Tampa 
Recreation Dept, also helped to coordinate 
the day’s events. Henry said she assisted 
with Indian Day coordination for the past 
two years. 

“ft is good to get together to share in 
our culture and encourage the parents to 
continue to get involved,” Henry explained. 

Storyteller Herbert Jim said he felt 
excited about the day. 

“ft was a very good day for me,” Jim 
said, “ft was an opportunity to express my 
feelings on spirituality through stories.” 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Tribal citizen Herbert Jim (C) tells stories to the audience of Tribal youth and adults. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Linda Jane Henry gears up for her throw in the 
skillet toss competition. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Joanie Henry tests her log peeling skills in com- 
petition. 


Tampa Indian Day Contest Results 


Skillet Toss: Senior Women: 1 . Nancy Bil- 
lie, 2. Susie Doctor, 3. Peggy Cubis, 4. Linda 0. 
Henry; Women: 1. Debbie Henry, 2. Michael J. 
Jimmie, 3. Linda J. Henry, 4. Carol Foret; Girls, 
Ages 7-12: 1. Jamie Walkingstick, 2. Kanika 
Walkingstick, 3. Melody Urbina, 4. Christina 
Clark; Girls, Ages 13-17:1. Shanda Cypress, 2. 
Stacy Smith, 3. Dylanie Henry, 4. Phydra Clark. 

Log Peeling: Senior Women: 1 . Susie Doc- 
tor, 2. Nancy Frank, 3. Peggy Cubis; Women: 1 . 
Michael J. Jimmie, 2. Carol Foret, 3. April 
Baker, 4. Joanie Henry; Senior Men: 1 . Michael 
Cypress; Men: 1. Ronnie Doctor, 2. Chris Jim- 
mie, 3. Wilson Bowers, 4. Marty Tommie Jr. 

Archery: Men: 1 . Ismael Colon Jr. 2. Josh 
Smith, 3. Chris Jimmie, 4. Wilson Bowers; 
Senior Men: 1 . Michael Cypress; Boys, Ages 7- 
12: 1. Devin Osceola, 2. Ethan Smith, 3. 
William Cypress, 4. Tyrek La Sane; Boys, Ages 
13-17: 1 . Chris Garcia, 2. Preston Osceola. 
Clothing: 1. Kyle Henry, 2. (tied) Stacy 


Smith , Debbie Henry 3. Penny Jimmie Adult 
men (1 8-33 yrs old): 1 . Chris Jimmie, 2. Wilson 
Bowers, 3. Curtis Motlow Jimmie Adult 
men (34-49 yrs old): 1 . Ronnie Doctor, 2. Jim- 
mie Osceola Senior women (50 yrs and 
over): 1 . Linda Storm, 2. Susie Doctor, 3. Mag- 
gie Garcia, 4. Jane Osceola Senior men (50 
yrs and over): 1 . Bobby Henry, 2. Mike Cypress 
Infant girls (0-3 yrs old): 1 . Mckanna Smith, 2. 
Jesseca Jimmie, 3. Penny K. Jimmie, 4. Avery 
Miller Infant boys (0-3 yrs old): 1 . Eli Jimmie, 
2. Shane Clay, 3. Antron Froster, 4. Jason 
Yeampierre Junior girls (4-12 yrs old): 1. 
Noami Osceola, 2. Christina Clark, 3. Corrina 
Smith, 4. Maya Smith Junior boys (4-12 yrs 
old): 1. Angel Dillon, 2. Owen Urbina, 3. Issac 
Urbina, 4. Ricky Dillon Teen girls (13-17 yrs 
old): 1. Phaydra Clark, 2. Dylanie Henry, 3. 
Stacy Smith, 4. Shanda Cypress Teen boys 
(13-17 yrs old): 1 . Joel P. Foret Adult women 
(18-33 yrs old): 1. Sierra Simmons, 2. Alana 


Henry, 3. Kaylin Henry, 4. Melody Yeampierre 
Adult women (34-49 yrs old): 1. Mayra Sim- 
mons Adults (wood carving 1 8-34 yrs old): 1 . 
Wilson Bowers Adults Bead work (18-34 yrs 
old): 1. Linda Jane Henry, 2. Sierra Simmons 
Clothing (1 8-34 yrs old): 1 . Penny Jimmie, 2. 
Micheal Jean Jimmie, 3. Colleen Henry, 4. 
Herbert Jim Drawing (1 8-34 yrs old): 1 . Wil- 
son Bowers, 2. Carmelina Machevelli Basket 
(1 8-34 yrs old): 1 . Debbie Henry Patchwork 
(18-34 yrs old): 1. Stephanie Johns, 2. 
Micheal Jean Jimmie, 3. Colleen Henry, 4. 
Alana Henry Seniors clothing (50 and over): 
1 . Peggy Cubis, 2. Nancy Frank, 3. Susie Doc- 
tor, 4. Linda Storm Seniors basket (50 and 
over): 1. Maggie Garcia, 2. Annie 0. Henry 
Seniors Bead work (50 and over): 1. Linda 
Storm, 2. Nancy Frank, 3. Annie 0. Henry 
Wood carving-drawing (50 and over): 1 . Susie 
Doctor, 2. Maggie Garcia. 
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Hollywood Community Celebrates Culture on Indian Day 





Marisol Gonzalez 

Mahokin Tiger (R), who placed first, checks out his competition in the men’s pie eating event. 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

The majority of the Hollywood com- 
munity’s Indian Day festivities took place 
on the ball field on Sept. 26. All the activi- 
ties were aimed at preserving Seminole cul- 
ture on this national holiday, and Tribal cit- 
izens young and old partook in the fun. 

The morning’s activities began with a 
frybread and pumpkin bread-making con- 
test. Other activities that took place includ- 
ed: stickball, log peeling, horseshoes, a pie 
eating contest and a 40 yard dash race. 

While the competitors kept busy on the 
field, culture workshops took place inside 
the gym. Elders demonstrated their skills 
and knowledge as they showed others how 
to make traditional dolls, baskets and bead- 
ed jewelry, as well as how to sew patchwork 
and clothing. 

The Culture and Language Depart- 
ments provided the lunch and dinner. They 


prepared food under the cook chickees near 
the Boys & Girls Club. 

Language Coordinator at the Boys & 
Girls Club Jo M. North said they had the 
chickees rebuilt in only two weeks for the 
Indian Day events. North said the club uses 
the chickees as a leaming/activity center, 
almost like an outdoor classroom. 

Prior to Indian Day, the preschool chil- 
dren and staff had a traditional lunch and 
played a game of stickball on the field in 
celebration of Indian Day. 

Two other activities took place off-site, 
the Hollywood Indian Day Bowling Tour- 
nament and the Marcella Green Memorial 
Golf Tournament. The bowling tournament 
took place at the AMP Lanes in Pembroke 
Pines, and the golf tournament at Bonaven- 
ture Country Club in Weston. 

Six years ago, when the first Marcella 
Green Memorial Golf Tournament took 
place, Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max 


B. Osceola Jr. declared it the official Indian 
Day golf tournament. The host teams for 
this tournament included Jeremy Bowers, 
Paula Bowers-Sanchez, Brett Green and 
Robert Green Jr., as well as Bob Green Sr., 
Chesna Bowers, Shannon Green and Natal- 
ie Jumper; Marcella’s closest family mem- 
bers. 

Paula Bowers-Sanchez, Marcella’s sis- 
ter, said honoring her memory at this annu- 
al tournament reminds the family of the 
times they spent together and how much 
they miss Marcella. Bob Green Sr. said if 
Marcella wasn’t golfing, she would accom- 
pany him and their sons to father/son tour- 
naments. Green said Marcella genuinely 
enjoyed the game of golf, even just as a 
spectator. 

“The last father/son tournament that 
she went to with us before she passed, my 
son and I placed first,” he said. 


Marisol Gonzalez 

Joey Puente (R) attempts to catch the ball during the children’s round of the traditional Seminole 
game of stickball. 


Marisol Gonzalez 

Leslie Osceola aims for the basket and went on 
to place second in the 2-0n-2 contest during 
the women’s basketball tournament. 


Marisol Gonzalez 

Elliott Young, who helped his team claim sec- 
ond place, takes a swing in the golf tourney. 


Shelley Marmor 

First place winner in the senior frybread competition Annie Jumper monitors her winning entry. 


Marisol Gonzalez 

The preschoolers wear crowns made of medi- 
cine colors for their luncheon. 


Shelley Marmor 

Barbara Billie, who went on to place fourth in the women’s division, prepares her frybread. 


Shelley Marmor 


Hollywood Indian Day Contest Results 


Marcella Green Memorial Golf Tourna- Nettie Doctor, 2. Natoshia Osceola, 3. D. Mar- Osceola and Amaya Baxley, 2. Phyllis Osceola 
ment: 1 . Jackie Thompson, Clifford Boodram, lene Smith; Men 18 and Older: 1. Mahokin and Zoey Puente, 3. Anthony Gentry and Per- 
David Osceola and Dale Franklin, 2. Elliott Tiger, 2. Boettner Jumper, 3. Gary Frank. nell Bert; Ages 12-14: 1 . Terrell Primeaux and 
Young, Leroy Kings, Anthony Castrenze and Skillet Toss: Women 18-34: 1 . Ciara Bil- Jonathan Bowers, 2. Adahma Sirota and Tous 
Pete Russo, 3. Ken Campbell, Fred Hopkins, lie-Guerue, 2. Cassandra Jones, 3. Kelly Tiger- Jumper Jr., 3. Jennifer Holdiness and Katin 


Lutchford Singh and Russ Danser. 

Frybread/Pumpkin Bread: 

Men 1 8-54: 1 . Austin Billie, 2. Jim- 
mie J. Osceola, 3. Eric Osceola; 

Women 1 8-54: 1 . Francine Osceo- 
la, 2. Rhonda Jumper, 3. Wanda 
Billie, 4. Barbara Billie, 5. Nettie 
Stewart; Women 55 and Older: 1 . 

Annie Jumper, 2. Betty Osceola, 3. 

Maydell Osceola. 

Log Peeling: Senior Men: 1. 

Stephen Bowers; Senior Women: 

1. Juanita Osceola; Women: 1. 

Natoshia Osceola, 2. Tammy Osce- 
ola, 3. Doreen M. Osceola, 4. 

Leslie Osceola, 4. Donna Turtle, 4. 

Regina Thinn; Men: 1. Jimmy J. 

Osceola, 2. Chucky Osceola, 3. 

Eric Osceola, 4. Matt Osceola, 5. 

Jay Stewart, 5. Mahokin Tiger. 

40 Yard Dash: Boys 1 1 and 
Younger: 1. Nathan Jim, 2. Luke 
Baxley, 3. Tameron Wilcox; Girls 1 1 
and Younger: 1 . Amaya Baxley, 2. 

Skyla Osceola, 3. Hailee Osceola; 

Boys 12-14: 1. Huston Osceola, 2. 

Jessie Holdiness, 3. Justin Frank; 

Girls 12-14: 1. Tiffany Baker, 2. 

Jennifer Holdiness, 3. Katia Jim; 

Boys 15-17: 1. Taylor Osceola; 

Men 18-49: 1. Travis Osceola, 2. 

Greg Thomas, 3. Leon Wilcox Jr., 

Women 18-49: Maggie Puente, 2. 

Cassandra Jones, 3. Valerie Holata; 

Men 50 and Older: 1. David 
Jumper; Women 50 and Older: 1. - 
D. Marlene Smith. 

Pie Eating Contest: Youth 17 and 
Younger: 1 . Marissa DiCarlo, 2. Tiffany Baker, 
3. Jennifer Holdiness; Women 1 8 and Older: 1 . 


tail; Women 35 and Older: 1. D. Marlene 
Smith, 2. Leslie Osceola, 3. Bonnie Motlow, 

Egg Toss: Ages 1 1 and Younger: 1 . Skyla Osceola and Zoey Puente. 


Jim; Ages 15-17:1. Jessica Osce- 
ola and Kaylan Osceola, 2. Krystle 
Young and Kristy Johns; Ages 1 8- 
49: 1. Leon Wilcox Sr. and Leon 
Wilcox Jr., 2. Tracey Smith and 
Darrin Osceola, 3. Nathan Doctor 
and Toby Johns. 

Horseshoes Tournament: 
Women’s Singles: 1. Janel Billie, 

2. Nadine Tommie, 3. Twila Billie; 
Women’s Doubles; 1. Twila Billie 
and Yvette Jumper, 2. Patricia 
Wilcox and Cassandra Jones; 
Men’s Singles: 1. Leon Wilcox, 2. 
Matthew Osceola, 3. Chuckie 
Osceola; Men’s Doubles; 1. Leon 
Wilcox Sr. and Leon Wilcox Jr., 2. 
Tony Billie and Mingo Jones, 3. 
Herbert Burt and Tracey Smith. 

2-0n-2 Basketball: 50 and 
Older: 1. Chucky Osceola and 
Mingo Jones; Women 18-49: 1. 
Maggie Puente and Cassandra 
Jones, 2. Leslie Osceola and 
Michelle Osceola; Men 18-49: 1. 
Jerome Davis and Leon Wilcox, 2. 
Greg Thomas and Taylor Osceola, 

3. Roy Stewart and Lee Stewart; 
Co-Ed 18-49: 1. Jerome Davis 
and Maggie Puente, 2. Leon 
Wilcox and Cassandra Jones; 
Youth 15-17: 1. Taylor Osceola 
and Leon Pewo, 2. Malachi Baker 
and Tia Baker, 3. Whitney Osceola; 
Youth 12-14: Malari Baker and 
Terri Baker, 2. Kaylan Osceola and 
Jessica Osceola, 3. Jordan Baker 

and Taylor Battiest; Youth 1 1 and Younger: 1 . 
Skyla Osceola and Amaya Baxley, 2. Phyllis 


Marisol Gonzalez 

(L-R) Latisha Moore, Natoshia Osceola and Ja’Kailee Stewart make frybread dough for their Pre- 
school lunch. 


Shelley Marmor 

Stephen Bowers, who took first place in the 
senior log peeling competition. 


First place finisher in the women’s division, Natoshia Osceola, peels the log in 3:20. 
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Tribe Hosts 21st Annual Veterans Day Celebration 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The 21st annual Veterans 
Day Celebration both commemorated and cele- 
brated Seminole and non-Seminole armed service 
veterans, both young and old Nov. 6. 

The event took place in the Junior Cypress 
Arena, transformed into a lavish patriotic symbol 
of American pride from top to bottom, on Nov. 6. 
The first-ever Tribal Veterans Day Celebration 
took place in 1987 after Roy Nash Osceola, Jacob 
Osceola and Chairman Mitchell Cypress felt a 
need to honor those who served their country. 

Chairman Cypress said what began with a 
gathering of around 40 veterans and guests years 
ago has made great strides throughout the years. 

“Every year it gets more and more interest- 


ing,” the Chairman pointed out. “This is also an 
education to outsiders about our Seminole veter- 
ans.” 

Tribal citizen and Army veteran Stephen 
Bowers agreed with Chairman Cypress’s com- 
ments. 

“It was a good gathering because it helped 
people not to forget,” Bowers said. “Another rea- 
son why we have this type of occasion is to teach 
because we really need to revere our veterans.” 

Several guest speakers and Tribal representa- 
tives attended the event and addressed the gather- 
ing. 

“We are very proud of our Seminole veterans 
and our people and this is why we set aside a day 
exclusive to them,” President Richard Bowers Jr. 
said. 

An emotional Gloria Wilson, Hollywood 


Board rep., also spoke about those risking their 
lives currently, and the liberties Americans take for 
granted. 

“We should be grateful for the things we have 
because of the sacrifices and commitments made 
to our country,” Rep. Wilson explained. “We 
should keep them in our prayers everyday. Please 
do what you can to get involved more.” 

Guest speaker Brigadier General Joseph 
Anderson, Deputy Commanding General of the 
U.S. Army Recruiting Command, spoke about his 

Please see VETERANS * Page 2A 

Chris C. Jenkins 

At right: Chris Tensen (C) acknowledges Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress (L) and Army veteran Stephen Bowers 
for their service during the Vietnam War. 




The Hollywood community unites and walks around the neighborhood to take a stand against drugs and alcohol. 


Hollywood Red Ribbon Week 2008 


BY MARIS0L GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Family Services Dept., 
Boys & Girls Club and Hollywood community united to 
take a stand against drugs and alcohol for Red Ribbon 
Week. 

“Nobody celebrates Red Ribbon Week like The 
Seminole Tribe of Florida,” said Julie Bennett Barrow, 
prevention specialist with the Family Services Dept. 

Organizers planned several activities for the youth 
to show their drug-free support throughout their neigh- 
borhoods. 


The events kicked off with a poster contest at the 
Teen Center on Oct. 14. In this contest, the youngsters 
had the opportunity to make a poster that organizers 
would later judge; the winning entry was featured on the 
official 2008 Red Ribbon Week T-shirt. Deila Harjo 
painted a colorful poster and won first place. 

The youth also painted clay flower pots, added 
plants to them and gifted them to the elders as a promise 
to stay drug free. 

Events also included outdoor activities such as a 
march around the community with the preschoolers, door 
decorating contest, a field day and even a version of the 
television show, Fear Factor. Jonathan Bowers andNeko 


Osceola competed in the fear factor event and took first 
place for the second year in a row. 

On the final night of Red Ribbon Week, the youth 
participated in a performance night at the Hollywood 
auditorium. Officer Bobby Betz of the Seminole Police 
Dept, emceed the event with the help of Sergeant Oscar 
Baez, Julie Bennett Barrow, Deitra Turing and Michele 
Daza. Hollywood Board Rep. Gloria Wilson and Holly- 
wood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. also wel- 
comed the community. 

“Children are our most important treasure and we 

Please see RED RIBBON •> Page 1C 


Ahfachkee 
Council Begins 
New Tradition 

Alec Cypress, Tia 
Osborne, Bianca 
Fernandez Lead School 

BY CHRIS CJENKINS 

Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — A new tradition 
emerged for the students at Ahfachkee 
School on Oct. 17. For the first time in the 
school’s history, the students voted for 
council representatives on their campus. 

With the continued growth of the 
school, the idea has been at least a year in 
the making, according to Dean of Students 
and Student Council Advisory Board Mem- 
ber Dominique Troadec. 

“The idea was to make them account- 
able as students,” he said. “They will have 
a say now to kn ow what is going on.” 

The three-member Student Council, 
consisting of President Alec Cypress, Vice 
President Tia Osborne and Secretary/Trea- 
surer Bianca Fernandez, will be governed 
by its own by-laws, rules and procedures; 
similar to the Seminole Tribal Council. The 
Please see AHFACHKEE Page 2A 


Council Holds 
Special Meeting 

BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Tribal Coun- 
cil met on the Hollywood Reservation for a 
special meeting on Oct. 23. They passed 33 
resolutions on the agenda including: 

Resolution 30: Master lease agree- 
ment with Shuffle Master Inc.; 

Resolution 36: Metcalf and Eddy, Inc.; 
change order number four to standard form 
of agreement between owner and contractor 
where the basis of payment is a stipulated 
sum between the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
and Metcalf and Eddy, inc. for additional 
work related to the construction of a charter 
school on the Brighton Seminole Indian 
Reservation; 

Resolution 37: Approval of a master 
apartment lease between Seminole Tribe of 
Florida (Lessee) and Prime Homes at 
Portofino Landings Ltd (Lessor) for rental 
of 21 apartments; 

Please see COUNCIL * Page 2A 


Community Attends Halloween Bash 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — Residents of the 
Immokalee community geared up for a 
four-day celebration of Halloween begin- 
ning on Oct. 29. The administration and 
service departments decorated their offices 
in anticipation of holiday contests, parties 
and trick-or-treat visitors. 

Immokalee Board Liaison Delores 
Jumper and her assistant Edward Aguilar 
challenged the various departments to a 
door decorating contest to enhance the com- 
munity spirit. Each group developed a 
theme that followed traditional Halloween 
lines while expressing a great deal of cre- 
ativity. The Preschool won first place, 
Housing and the Ranch tied for second, and 


the Library came in third. 

The seniors kicked off the festivities 
with a joint Halloween and October Birth- 
day Party in the dining room of the Senior 
Center. A birthday cake and luncheon fol- 
lowed a rousing game of Bingo. 

When the preschool bus opened its 
doors on Halloween, dragons, princesses, 
fairies, farm animals and super heroes 
descended upon the various departments 
who anxiously awaited their arrival. The lit- 
tle gremlins weren’t the only ones dressed 
for the occasion. Witches, monsters and 
scary creatures greeted them behind every 
door they opened. The youngsters stared in 
wide-eyed wonder as they encountered 
eerie music, animated decorations and bil- 
lowing smoke while filling their bags with 
sweet treats at each stop. 


Following the morning’s activities, 
Immokalee Seminole Ranch Director 
Kenny Joe Davis Sr. provided a barbeque 
luncheon at the Senior Center for all of the 
employees, seniors and preschoolers. 
Encouraging the employees to remain in 
character, he sponsored a costume contest. 

The highlight of the event was Recre- 
ation Dept, employee Rick Burgess’ per- 
formance as a cantankerous little old lady in 
high heels with a cane. The room rocked 
with laughter at his running commentary 
and antics. 

The preschoolers joined the Seminole 
Police Dept, in determining the winners. 
Scariest: 1. Jose Cano-Bat, 2. Mario 
Ramos-Bunny, 3. Trae Marrero-Saw; Fun- 

Please see IMMOKALEE * Page 4C 



Troy Cantu checks out the bride and groom skeletons in their graveyard. 
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❖ Ahfachkee 

Continued from page 1A 

students will elect representatives annually 
during each new school year. 

The process began with student and 
staff discussions. Ahfachkee staff then 
sought the overall interest of the students 
and challenged them to take on the leader- 
ship needed for the idea to be a success. The 
candidates then had interview sessions. The 
final stage involved campaigning conclud- 
ing with sixth through 12th grade classes 
voting. 

School Principal Walt Swan said the 
students “are the ones who really opened 
this up.” 

“Rather than sit around and complain, 
they stepped up and did something,” Princi- 
pal Swan explained. “I am excited that they 
now have some student representation 
because they really have not had it.” 

As the new Student Council assumed 
their roles, the three admitted they have a 
lot of work ahead of them. 

“I did not realize how big this all was 
until I began to go to all the meetings, etc.,” 


President Alec Cypress said. “Everyone is 
definitely watching now, so knowing what 
you are doing and being able to accept the 
consequences for your actions is impor- 
tant.” 

“Hopefully I can live up to the expecta- 
tions and be a good leader,” he added. 

Echoing the president’s remarks, Vice 
President Tia Osborne added, “I just want to 
be myself and be a good example for all the 
kids.” 

With the three taking on new duties, 
Troadec admitted “I have already seen a 
change in the students.” In addition to 
Troadec, the Student Council Advisory 
Board staff also includes teachers Angela 
Proctor and Julius Gray. 

BC Board Rep. Cicero Osceola said he 
has always supported the Student Council 
idea. 

“This was a good idea to get the stu- 
dents together and learn and introduce our 
government more,” said Osceola. “I think it 
will open up the doors a lot along the orga- 
nizational lines.” 

“They are setting precedence for all the 
other students in the fiiture,” Rep. Osceola 
added. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Ahfachkee School Council and staff (L-R, Back Row) Principal Walt Swan, Tobe Smith, Dominique 
Troadec, Julius Gray (L-R, Front Row) Abelardo Solano, Tia Osborne, Alec Cypress, Bianca Fernan- 
dez and Angela Proctor. 
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Resolution 38: Change in land use for 
85+/- acres from improved pasture to com- 
mercial agriculture to allow an organic pro- 
cessing facility - Brighton Seminole Indian 
Reservation; 


Resolution 40: Ha-Sho-Be Golf, 
L.L.C. Consulting agreement for purchase, 
development, construction, financing 
and/or management of a golf course; and, 
Resolution 41: Approval of Lease 
agreement with Platinum Jewelry 
Exchange, Inc. 


Board of Directors Meet in Hollywood 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Board of 
Directors met on the Hollywood Reserva- 
tion on Nov. 3. They passed five resolutions 
on their regular agenda: 

Resolution 5: Approval of fiscal year 
2009 budget; 

Resolution 6: Funds in U.S. Treasury - 


Trust income fiscal year 2009; 

Resolution 7: Authority to negotiate a 
contractual arrangement for the profitable 
use of the building located at 3351 N. State 
Road 7 on the Hollywood Reservation; 

Resolution 8: Authority to renegotiate 
consulting agreement with Active Oil; and, 
Resolution 9: Ratification of represen- 
tation arrangement with Windmills USA. 


Council Holds Special Meeting in BC 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Tribal Council met 
on the Big Cypress Reservation for a special 
meeting on Oct. 17. They passed four reso- 
lutions on the agenda: 

Resolution 4: Authorization for 
acceptance of offer from the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida, Inc. to the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida for transfer of the Big Cypress 
Rock Pit; 


Resolution 5: Budget approval FY 
2009; 

Resolution 6: Seminole Tribe of Flori- 
da revenue allocation and per capita distri- 
bution plan Amendment no. 5; and, 

Resolution 7: Water and wastewater, 
drainage and solid waste commitments to 
be undertaken by the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida in connection with the development 
of tribal lands in and around the Coconut 
Creek Trust Property. 


Seminole Tribune Adds Brighton 
Field Reporter to Full-Time Staff 

The Seminole Tribune is 
pleased to welcome reporter 
Rachel Buxton to the staff. 

Buxton will primarily cover 
news and events on the 
Brighton reservation. She will 
also be available to cover 
activities in Tampa, and Fort 
Pierce as needed. 

Buxton is an Okeechobee 
native who attended the Uni- 
versity of South Florida and 
graduated Magna Cum Laude 
with a bachelor’s degree in 
mass co mm unications. She has 
worked at several successful 
publications in recent years 
and will bring this invaluable 
experience to The Seminole 
Tribune to serve the Tribal 
communities. 

Please feel free to contact 
Rachel Buxton at rachelbux- 
ton@semtribe.com or by 
phone at (863) 763-6380 to 
request story or event cover- 
age. 




Moses “Bigg” Jumper (L) reads one of his original poems about veterans. 


❖ Veterans 

Continued from page 1A 

experiences as well as his pride and the sac- 
rifices made before and post-9/11. 

“I am proud to stand here in your 
ranks,” Anderson said. “Veterans Day is a 
time to remember, but it is also a time to 
reflect.” 


Seminole Veterans who 

Served in the Armed Forces 

Elton C. Baxley, Clifton Billie, Gary Bil- 
lie, James E. Billie, Amos Moses Billie, 
David Billy, Andrew J. Bowers, Dan Bowers, 
Eugene Bowers, Paul Bowers Sr., Stephen 
D. Bowers, Gabriel Coppedge, Mitchell 
Cypress, Camilla A. Frank, Joel M. Frank 
Sr., Craig Gopher, Sammy Gopher, Charles 
Hiers, Sr., John W. Huff, Sr., Archie Johns, 
Sr., Joe L. John, Timmy B. Johns, Stanlo 
Johns, Wonder Johns, Coleman Josh, Mau- 
rina, S. Josh, Harley Jumper, Carmelena 
Machevilli, Anthony K. Maus, Gary Mcln- 
turff, Billy Micco, David H. Motlow, Sr., 
Theodores S. Nelson Sr., David Nunez Jr., 
Don Osceola, Jacob Osceola, Sr., Jacob 
Osceola Jr., Joe Osceola, Jr., Johnny Osce- 
ola, Larry M. Osceola III, Moses B. Osceola, 
O.B. Osceola, Russell Osceola Sr., Camillie 
A. Santiago, Randy Santiago, Eddie Shore, 
Jack Smith Jr., Michael D. Tiger, Howard 
Tommie and Constance Williams. 

Deceased Seminole Veterans 

Roley C. Buck, Earl Nelson, Noah Bil- 
lie, Herman Osceola, Billy Cypress, Jack 
Osceola, Sr., Billy L. Cypress, Roy Nash 
Osceola, Herbert Cypress, Clifford 
Sanchez, Charlie S. Gopher, Fred Smith, 
Henry J. Gopher, Jacob Storm, Lester L. 
Gopher, Clyde Tiger, Cecil Johns, Howard 
Tiger, Bert C. Jones, James F. Tiger Sr., 
Moses Jumper Sr., Joseph Quinn Tiger and 
Jackie Willie Jr. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 23 Color Guard and the Seminole Color Guard present the 
American and Seminole flags. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Victoria Osceola, dressed in traditional Seminole attire, sings the Nation- 
al Anthem. 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Guest speaker Brigadier General Joseph Anderson discusses Seminole pride 
and tradition in the armed services. 


The Seminole Tribune 

is a member of the Native American Journal- 
ists Association. Letters/e-mails to the editor 
must be signed and may be edited for publi- 
cation. Subscription rate is $35 per year by 
mail. Make checks payable to The Seminole 
Tribune, 3560 N. State Rd. 7, Hollywood, 
FL 33021 

Phone: (954) 985-5702 
Fax: (954) 965-2937 
Or subscribe on the Internet at 
www.seminoletribe.com 
© 2008 Seminole Tribe of Florida 


The following deadlines apply to all submis- 
sions for inclusion to The Seminole Tribune-. 
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Deadline: February 18, 2009 
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Advertising: 

Advertising rates along with sizes and other 
information may be downloaded from the 
internet at: 
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Please send address changes to: 

The Seminole Tribune 
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Hollywood, FL 33021 


Editor-In-Chief: Virginia Mitchell 
Editor: Elizabeth Leiba 
Assistant Editor: Shelley Marmor 
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Chris C. Jenkins, Rachel Buxton 
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If you need a reporter or you would like to 
submit an article, birthday wish or poem to 
The Seminole Tribune, please contact the 
Editor-In-Chief Virginia Mitchell at (954) 985- 
5702, Ext. 10725, fax (954) 965-2937, or 
mail to: The Seminole Tribune, 3560 N. State 
Road 7, Hollywood, Florida 33021 





November 28, 2008 • The Seminole Tribune • 3A 





Community 


Chris C. Jenkins 

The new Jimmie Cypress Public Safety Complex, which will house about 25 Tribal employess from various departmetns including Seminole Police, Fire Rescue and Emergency Management. 


Public Safety Complex Grand Opening Ceremony Held 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Members of the 
Tribal Council, as well as Tribal citizens and 
invited guests, celebrated the debut of the 
long-awaited Jimmie Cypress Public Safety 
Complex at the ribbon cutting ceremony, 
held on Oct. 17. 

“It is a great honor to dedicate this 
facility to our men and women in law 
enforcement,” President Richard Bowers Jr. 
announced. “It is one of the best complexes 
in the state of Florida.” 

Chief Public Safety Officer Jerry 
Wheeler said building the 45,000 square 
foot building “has been about a four year 
process.” 

“You really have a one stop shop here,” 


Wheeler said. “You have a facility you can 
come to for any public safety need.” 

“Interestingly three or four different 
administrations of police and fire depart- 
ments have also worked through this build- 
ing’s development,” he added. “But surpris- 
ingly there have been very few changes 
because it was a great design in the begin- 
ning.” Wheeler continued. 

Named in the honor of community res- 
ident Jimmie Cypress, it will house about 25 
public safety workers from departments 
including Fire Rescue, Seminole Police and 
Emergency Management Dept. 

“What he stood for was law and order 
and it is a great honor to honor him,” Presi- 
dent Bowers explained. 

Fort Pierce Liaison S.R. Tommie 
emceed the event. She also spoke highly of 


the two-term Tribal Council representative 
and father of Chairman Mitchell Cypress 
and Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep. David 
Cypress. 

“Jimmie Cypress was a legend in his 
own time,” Tommie explained. “He was a 
man that was very strong and proud.” 

The Chairman also recalled memories 
of his father’s diligence and perseverance. 
He said his father served as a police officer 
and was also a successful cattle owner in his 
lifetime, despite only having an eighth 
grade education. 

“He was a go-getter like my brother 
David and he did not ask too many ques- 
tions,” Chairman Cypress said. “If he want- 
ed something, it had to be done because you 
only have one opportunity on certain 
things.” 


Rep. Cypress then addressed those in 
attendance, saying: “I want to thank the 
Council, past and present, for the idea to 
make this a reality.” 

Community member and Tribal citizen 
Jonah Cypress called the structure a wel- 
comed addition in rural Big Cypress. 

“This is good for our community and 
our people here because we are a long ways 
from town, in most directions,” Cypress 
said. “I am definitely glad to have this facil- 
ity here. When my late wife had cancer we 
had to meet the ambulance half way on Alli- 
gator Alley, so I am glad they are here now 
for our emergency purposes.” 

Echoing these remarks, and emphasiz- 
ing the community’s need for this building, 
Chairman Cypress highlighted the work of 
his brother, David, and Big Cypress Board 


Rep. Cicero Osceola, in making the Public 
Safety Complex possible. 

“The community needed this place and 
they asked for it,” Chairman Cypress said. 
“As a leader of this community, David 
Cypress and Cicero Osceola have really ful- 
filled the dream that they had.” 

Tribal Council representatives includ- 
ing Immokalee Liaison Elaine Aguilar, 
Brighton Rep. Roger Smith and Hollywood 
Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. also attended the 
ribbon cutting. 

In addition, the building will house a 
post office building for mail distribution and 
pick ups on the reservation. 

For more information please call (863) 
983-2285. 


Billie Swamp Safari 
Named USLBA’s 
Best Clewiston Park 

SUBMITTED BY ASHLEY CARTER 
U.S. Local Business Association 

The U.S. Local Business Association (USLBA) has honored 
Big Cypress’s Billie Swamp Safari as the 2008 Best of Clewis- 
ton Award in the parks category. 

The USLBA Best of Local Business Award Program recog- 
nizes outstanding local businesses throughout the country. Each 
year, the USLBA identifies companies that we believe have 
achieved exceptional marketing success in their local communi- 
ty and business category. These are local companies that enhance 
the positive image of small business through service to their cus- 
tomers and community. 

For more information, please visit www.USLBA.net. 



Brighton Youth Attend 
Sea World Trip 

BY VALERIE MARONE 

Community Events Coordinator, Brighton Family Services 

ORLANDO — Brighton’s Youth Prevention program called 
S.W.A.M.P., or Seminoles Without Addictions Make Progress, 
and the Brighton Recreation Dept, sponsored a trip to Sea World 
on Sept. 20 for 50 youth. 

This trip provided a drug-free, fun, alternative activity, 
enhanced socialization skills and was educational as well. 

The youth reported enjoying watching the shows and learn- 
ing about the whales, seals, sharks, otters, and dolphins. There 
were also a lot of smiles as they boarded and re-boarded the 
amusement rides, played arcade games, and got wet at Shamu 
Harbor. 



Marisol Gonzalez 

Don Depetrillo, Benjamin Driscoll, Jason Allis, Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr., Noah Connell and Brian Brown. 


Seminole Employees Recognized for Mission Haiti 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Employees from various Tribal departments 
attended an ice cream social on Oct. 3 1 in the Hollywood Headquarters 
auditorium lobby to recognize the philanthropic efforts of some of the 
Tribe’s own. 

Noah Connell, Benjamin Driscoll and Jason Allis of the Emergency 
Services Dept, received plaques in recognition of their relief efforts with 
Mission Haiti after Hurricane Gustav ravaged the island nation on Aug. 26. 

During their four-day stay in Haiti, the three provided much needed 
medical assistance to more than 800 people, ranging in ages from 3 days 
old to 100 years old. 

During their visit, the three men saved a 3 day old baby whose mother 
died during childbirth. The newborn, near-dead, arrived at a makeshift clin- 
ic with his family, and thanks to the rescue efforts of the three Tribal 
employees, the baby lived. In tribute to their heroism, the family decided to 
name him Noah Jason Benjamin after the three men. 

Assistant Director of Human Resources Shelia Elliott said she 
approached Division Chief Brian Brown and asked if anyone in his depart- 
ment would like to accompany members of the Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 
& Academy of Davie, Fla. on their journey to help those affected by natu- 
ral disaster. Brown said after he received interest from his employees, he 
warned them of the dangers they might face once they arrived in Haiti. 

“I let them know what to expect and they said [I want to help],” Brown 
said. “I am very proud of these three men.” 

According to Connell: “People needed help [and] we had the ability 
and the resources to help them.” 

Driscoll, who had never traveled outside the U.S., said his trip was 
adventurous and exciting. He said he now sees himself as a better person 
after his experience, and better understands how people in a third world 
country live without material things, and are simply grateful for anything 
they receive. 

At the ceremony, Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. 
presented Connell, Driscoll and Allis plaques for their efforts with Mission 



(L-R) Sam Croup, Marcia Gomulka, Helen Roenfeldt and Pastor Darrell Stuehren- 
berg from the Gloria Dei Lutheran Church & Academy and Assistant Director of 
Human Resources Sheila Elliott at the ice cream social on Oct. 31. 


Haiti. Rep. Osceola said he was also very proud of them and he thanked the 
“best employees in the world” — the Seminole Tribe’s employees. 

“Before casinos, the Seminoles have always been rich we just didn’t 
have any money,” he said. “It’s not how much you have, it’s what you do, 
how you do it, and how much you do with it that makes you rich.” 
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Marisol Gonzalez 

(L-R) Robin Osceola presents Virginia and Joe Dan Osceola their birthday gifts. 


Seniors Attend Birthday Luncheon 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

COCONUT CREEK — Hollywood 
Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr., 
along with representatives from the Senior 
Center, held the monthly birthday luncheon 
for the Seminole elders at the Fresh Harvest 
restaurant in the Coconut Creek Casino on 
Oct. 20. 


The Hollywood residents took char- 
tered buses to the casino where they 
received roses before enjoying a buffet 
lunch. 

Rep. Osceola greeted the crowd and 
said he was happy to see them all in atten- 
dance. 

As part of the celebration, each individ- 
ual celebrating a birthday received a special 
gift. 



Marisol Gonzalez 

(L-R) Robin Osceola presents a rose to Priscilla Sayen. 


Coconut Creek Casino Hosts Dual Foodie Events 

‘Dinner in The Sky ’ Restaurant Dining Launch, Dec. 5-6 
Nationally Renowned Chefs Meet-and-Greet, Dec. 12-28 


SUBMITTED BY DAN MACKEY 
Bitner-Goodman PR 


Coconut Creek will host four famous chefs: 
Ted Allen, Queer Eye for the Straight Guy 
Emmy winner, judge on Iron Chef America, 

COCONUT CREEK, Fla. — The and star of the new Food Network show, 
Seminole Casino Coconut Creek will wow Food Detectives; Keegan Gerhard, award- 
its VIPs and patrons with Dinner in The Sky winning pastry chef and host of the Food 
to help launch its new Chef’s Table in the Network series, Food Network Challenge; 
casino’s Fresh Harvest restaurant. Jacques Torres, star of Chocolate with 

Dinner in The Sky is a totally unique Jacques Torres, also on the Food Network, 
and high-flying dining experience that takes and nationally syndi- 
22 guests to a viewing height of up to 1 80 cated television chef, 
feet. The renowned Francois Temes, execu- Mr. Food, Art Gins- 
tive chef, will offer impeccable cuisine berg, 
while guests will 
marvel at the 
views while expe- 
riencing this once- 
in-a-lifetime 
experience. This 
will be Dinner in 
The Sky’s inaugu- 
ral event in the 
U.S. 

The dining 
table and seats are 
connected to a 
crane, which then 
performs the lift. 

The center of the 
dining table has a 
walking platform 
that can accom- 
modate up to five 
service personnel 
for the purpose of 
serving food, bev- 
erages, picture 
taking, conduct- 
ing a meeting or 
product launch 
presentation. 

Dinner in The 
Sky was devel- 
oped in Brussels, 

Belgium in 2006 
and today has 
apparatuses in 16 
countries world- 
wide. Entrepre- 
neurs Michael Gallant and Taj Jordan 
launched Dinner in The Sky in the U.S. in 
July 2008. 

Dinner in The Sky is certified by the 
German TUV Rheinland, the most stringent 
safety test conducted in the world. 

Chef’s Table is a new a la carte-style 
dining option at Seminole Casino Coconut 
Creek’s Fresh Harvest buffet restaurant. 

Patrons will choose from an array of fabu- 
lous dinner creations by Chef Temes, such 
as Iberico Ham de Bellota and char-grilled, 
dry-aged Wagyu New York steak. 

For more information, please visit 
www. dinnerinthesky events .com. 

As part of its annual “Sweet Dreams” 
event, held Dec. 12-28, the Seminole Casino 



“Sweet Dreams,” 
held in the casino’s 
Nectar ultra-lounge, is 
a celebration of the 
holidays, open to 
those 21 and older, 
with an array of deli- 
cious dessert creations 
made from scratch. 
Each television 
celebrity chef will 
select a featured 
dessert from their 
book this year too. It 
will be open to the 
public from Dec. 12- 
17 from 6-10 p.m., 


and on, Dec. 14, 21, and 28, from 1-5 p.m. 

The celebrity chef appearances will be 
as follows: Ted Allen: Dec. 12, 6-8 p.m., 
open to public, Dec. 13, 6-10 p.m., public 
autograph session; “Mr. Food” Art Gins- 
burg, Dec. 18 from 6-10 p.m., public auto- 
graph session; Keegan Gerhard: Dec. 20, 6- 
10 p.m., public autograph session; Jacques 
Torres: Dec. 27, 6-10 p.m., public autograph 
session. 

A portion of 
the proceeds from 
$35 admittance 
will benefit the 
non-profit Ronald 
McDonald House 
of Fort Laud- 
erdale again this 
year. 

“Last year, 
Sweet Dreams 
was such a great 
success for both 
the casino and the 
Ronald McDon- 
ald House of Fort 
Lauderdale, we 
decided to extend 
the dates this year 
through Decem- 
ber 28 and we 
also added some- 
thing new, world- 
renowned celebri- 
ty chefs,” said 
Casino said Gen- 
eral Manager 
Steve Bonner. 
“It’s going to be a 
wonderful event 
that we’re very 
proud to offer, 
and it benefits a 
great cause. So 
we invite every- 
one to experience 
Sweet Dreams 
this holiday sea- 
son.” 

There’ll be 
live-action flam- 
be, crepe, and 
cherries jubilee 
stations; a choco- 
late dipping foun- 
tain; delectable 
handmade can- 
dies and unique 
pastries prepared 
by the chefs of 
Fresh Harvest 
restaurant, with 
delicious pastry 
samples from the 
celebrity chefs. 




Fiisl American Tobacco Shop 


Drive through tobacco shop 
In business since 1965 

Owned and Operated by 
Joe Dan and Virginia Osceola 


❖❖❖ 


Owned and Operated by 
Joe Dan and Virginia Osceola 


❖❖❖ 


Authentic Seminole Arts & Crafts 
Genuine Southwestern Jewelry 
Intricate Native Woodcarvings 


Oil, Pen & Ink, Watercolor Paintings 
Exquisite Collections of Basketry 
Discount Tobacco and Products 


VENDORS WANTED: 

ARTS, CRAFTS 2s !?©©£> 

BIG CYPRESS SHOOTOUT 

2NP SEMINOLE W. m REENACTMENT 

FEBRUARY 27 - MARCH 1, 2009 

Seeking Seminole Tribal Members and Native Americans to share their Heritage, 
History and Culture during the Big Cypress Shootout at Billie Swamp Safari. 


* BEAD WORK 


* WOOD CARVINti 
♦ PATCHWORK 
* DOLL MAKIN6 


♦ FRY BREAD 


AND OTHER FOODS 


ARTS AND CRAFTS 


* BASKETS 


For more information call (800) 949-6101 x 12125 
Directions: Take 1-75 (Alligator Alley) to exit 49, 
then drive north 19 miles. 

www.seminoletribe.com/calendar 


BILLIE 

SWAMP 

SAFARI 
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Tribal Delegation Attends AIANTA Conference 



Camille Ferguson 


Tribal Historic Preservation Office GIS Specialist Juan Cancel 
presents the paper “Seminole Geography: Using GIS as a Tool for 
Tribal Historic Preservation Offices” at the AIANTA Conference. 


BY JUAN J. CANCEL 

GIS Specialist, Big Cypress Reservation 

[Editor’s Note: Juan J. Cancel works 
for the Tribal Historic Preservation Office 
in Big Cypress. The opinions he expresses in 
this article are his own. He can be reached 
at JuanCancel@semtribe.com.] 

COEUR D’ALENE, Idaho - Tribal 
citizens and staff of the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum, Seminole Tourism Dept, and the 
Tribal Historic Preservation Office (THPO) 
recently took a trip to the northwest to 
attend the American Indian Alaska Native 
Tourism Association’s (AIANTA) 10th 
Annual American Indian Tourism Confer- 
ence. The Coeur D’Alene Tribe in Worley, 
Idaho hosted this year’s conference. 

I was very pleased to be one of the 
attendees. I am the GIS specialist working 
in the THPO. GIS stands for geographic 
information systems, which basically means 
I make the maps of archaeological, or cul- 
tural resource, sites on Tribal lands. 

Tina M. Osceola, chief historic 
resources officer, invited me to attend and 
present a paper titled “Seminole Geogra- 
phy: Using GIS as a Tool for Tribal Historic 
Preservation Offices,” prepared by my col- 
league, Dr. Paul N. Backhouse and myself. 

Osceola wanted to not only showcase 
the Seminole Tribe as a leader in Tribal GIS, 
but also to reach out to other Tribes to help 
them become capable of doing the same 
kind of work we do here. New develop- 


ments in technology like GIS 
can help tribes protect their 
culture for the benefit of cur- 
rent and future members. I 
was honored to accept the 
invitation and thankful for 
the opportunity to speak on 
behalf of the THPO about 
the work we carry out. 

AIANTA is a non-profit 
organization made up of 
Tribes and Tribal businesses. 

Its purpose is to aid with 
training, education, and poli- 
cies to help tribes develop 
strategic plans for tourism. 

Tribal citizens Brian Zepeda 
and Osceola sit on the 
AIANTA Board of Direc- 
tors. 

The Seminole Tribe, a 
leader in Native American 
tourism, actively engages in 
teaching and learning from 
the experiences of other 
Tribes. The Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki 
Museum exemplifies this, 
and also holds interim 
accreditation status from the 
American Association of 
Museums and will hopefully 
receive full accreditation to 
become the first Tribally- 
owned and operated Native American 
museum to attain this status. 


At the conference, the Seminole Tribe 
hosted a spectacular nighttime event organ- 
ized by Seminole Heritage Events & Pro- 
motions. “The Native American All Star 
Jam” showcased some of the best Native 
American recording artists and musicians 
such as Levi and the Plateros, Keith Secola, 
Jim Boyd and Micki Free. 

The presentation of “Seminole Geogra- 
phy” to other Tribes was the fulfillment of a 
goal we have been striving to achieve with- 
in the THPO. The paper explained many 
ideas that utilize new technologies to help 
Tribes in preserving their own cultural his- 
toric properties, or archaeological sites. 

The paper began by describing what 
the Seminole Tribe of Florida stands for and 
how involved it has always been in the 
geography and environment of Florida. The 
paper went on to outline the TPHO and how 
we use the technology of GIS to manage the 
Tribe’s cultural resources. I explained the 
role of the different sections within the 
THPO and how they each use GIS technol- 
ogy in their day-to-day duties. 

A topic of importance discussed in the 
presentation was the use of GIS technology 
to manage data in order to aid archaeolo- 
gists so that they do not disturb areas of cul- 
tural importance to the Tribe. I explained 
some advanced techniques such as histori- 
cal GIS mapping and using non-invasive 
ground penetrating radar to find archaeo- 
logical sites. 

In closing, I outlined the THPO’s plan 
to use more advanced GIS and to demon- 
strate to others within the Tribe the benefits 
of our system. 



Camille Ferguson 

The opening ceremony performance before the AIANTA dinner reception. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


(L-R) Edwin Herrera of Herrera Southwest Designs and Tina Santiago of Tina Santiago Studios dis- 
play their authentic jewelry and paintings. 

American Indian Arts Celebration 
Reaches 11th Year 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — For the 11th year 
running, the best in Native American cul- 
ture took center stage for the annual Ameri- 
can Indian Arts Celebration, held on the 
grounds of the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum, 
Nov. 7-9. 

Native artisans from across the U.S. 
participated with the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Muse- 
um hosting as the title sponsor once again. 
Authentic art, crafts, dance, music, food, 
raffles, alligator and critter shows also high- 
lighted the weekend. 

The event took place in conjunction 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Emcee Brian Zepeda tells the audience about all 
the AIAI events that will take place. 


with American Indian Heritage Month. Its 
origins date back to 1915, at the first Amer- 
ican Indian Day celebration. 

“I like seeing all the native people com- 
ing together,” 1 1 year event co-emcee Brian 
Zepeda said. “Everyone seems to continue 
to appreciate each other no matter what 
Tribe or where the other is from.” 

“It also brings a lot of attention to the 
native artists through music, poetry, jewelry 
and give them exposure,” Zepeda added. 

Several native musicians also per- 
formed including: Bill Miller, Casper 
Lomayesva, the Great Plains Indian 
Dancers, the Seminole Stomp Dancers and 
the Graywolf Blues Band. 

Zepeda said the venue’s growth in size, 
popularity and appeal, as well as the pub- 
lic’s love of art, keeps them coming back 
each year. He said the event gives attendees 
a chance to “see many different forms of art 
by all our natives.” 

Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum Executive 
Director Tina Marie Osceola was impressed 
with the turnout. 

“It has grown a lot also in quality of 
vendors and performers. It is a sign that we 
are definitely doing something right,” Osce- 
ola said. “We have a more concentrated 
focus now. Every year we try to cater 
toward something different; this year it is 
native artists, regardless of the Tribe.” 

Two week vacationers Jerry and Betty 
Grogan of Kansas City, Mo., decided to 
come to the event after seeing a brochure 
advertisement at their hotel. They said they 
enjoyed the experience, which enabled Mr. 
Grogran to sample his first Indian taco. 

“I enjoyed the museum and the nature 
walk,” Mrs. Grogan said. “Everyone was 
very friendly as well.” 
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Santa has been featured at some of the biggest 
malls, Billie Swamp Safari and Tribal events. 
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Butch Harrison 

Florida Cracker and Storyteller 
12922 Garrison Road * Live Oak, FL 32060 
(386)362-4870 


PRAXIS 

A SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY 


1450 S.W. 1 1th Way, Deerfield Beach, FL 33441 

(corner of SW 1 5th Sc across from Deerfield Beach I ligh School) 


* BALCONY OR PATIO 

* WALL TO WALL CARPET 

* ELEVATORS 

* PICNIC AREA W/ GRILLS 

* SHUFFLEBOARDS 


* TWO CLUBHOUSES 
T SWIMMING POOL 

* JACUZZI 

* COMPUTER IAB 

* ON-STTE MANAGER 


ONE BEDROOM - $700 
TWO BEDROOM - $800 

INCLUDES UTILITIES ! 


MUST BESS OR OLDER AND LOW INCOME QUALIFIED 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

( 954 ) 428-3480 

www. praxis2.com 


PRAXIS provides Equal 
I Tousi ng Opportunity 
and accepts housing 
vouchers. 


Near to beaches, medical facilities, shopping. 

Limited transportation available. 
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Seminole Presentation Highlights Educational Tour 


Tribal Citizen Mary Jene Koenes Speaks at 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

EVERGLADES CITY, Fla. — 
Greater Naples Leadership (GNL) began its 
2008-2009 season with a history tour of 
Collier County on Oct. 22. Beginning its 
thirteenth year, the mission of GNL is to 
provide proven leaders with a unique oppor- 
tunity to leam firsthand about the issues and 
needs in Collier County. 

Each year, GNL accepts a class of 
approximately 40 highly accomplished men 
and women, most of whom are retirees and 
new to the area. 

During 10 full day sessions, the group 
focuses on history, culture, communication, 
healthcare, education, environment, growth, 
human services, government and law. Pro- 
gram graduates are encouraged to apply 
their leadership skills, talent and experience 
to help more than 200 Collier County non- 
profit organizations better achieve their 
goals of community service. 


The historic field trip’s itinerary includ- 
ed a walk through Old Naples, historical 
presentations at the Collier County Muse- 
um, an ecological dissertation on the Ever- 
glades, as well as a background on agricul- 
ture and logging in South Florida. Traveling 
down the Tamiami Trail to Everglades City, 
the group learned about the tremendous 
impact the construction of the Trail had on 
the opening of Florida’s last frontier during 
the past 100 years. 

The highlight of the tour was guest 
speaker Mary Jene Koenes of the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida. She spoke for 45 minutes 
at the recently renovated historical Collier 
County Courthouse in Everglades City, 
which lies within a few miles of the birth 
place of numerous Tribal elders. Many his- 
torical sites within close proximately have a 
great deal of significance to Tribal history 
during the period following the Second and 
Third Seminole Wars, until recent times. 

Captivating her audience, Koenes 
opened her presentation by speaking in 
Mikasuki and then 
carried her listeners on 
an oral journey begin- 
ning with the prehis- 
toric Native American 
influence on the 
southeastern portion 
of North America. 

Her comprehen- 
sive background of the 
development of the 
Seminole culture, its 
gradual descent down 
the peninsula of Flori- 
da, the Seminole Wars 
and the eventual occu- 
pancy of the Ever- 
glades laid the founda- 
tion for a discussion 
on the formation of 
the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida. 

Concentrating on 
the Seminole econo- 
my, Koenes provided 
a brief history of cattle 
keeping from the 
Spanish introduction 
of domestic livestock 
to the Tribe’s highly 
sophisticated breeding 
and marketing pro- 
gram which has ele- 
vated them to within 
the top ten producers 
in the industry. 

“White settlers 
were followed by land 
speculators and devel- 
opers, who have 
changed the Florida 



Judy Weeks 

Mary Jene Koenes talks to the Greater Naples Leadership about the 
history of the Seminole Tribe. 




Event 


landscape forever,” 
said Koenes. “Rail- 
roads, highways, 
cities and water proj- 
ects have trans- 
formed the land and 
the environment. By 
the mid-20th Centu- 
ry, Seminoles were 
adapting to new 
lifestyles and begin- 
ning to earn a living 
from tourism and 
seeking local 

employment.” 

Koenes added: 

“Our ancestors were 
the first farmers in 
this region and grew 
their crops on ham- 
mocks just northeast 
of here. With the 
arrival of commer- 
cial farming, many 
of our people joined 
the work force in the 
agricultural industry 
and today, we grow 
citrus, sugarcane and 
vegetables that even- 
tually reach national 
markets.” 

Tribal govern- 
ment, education and 

healthcare topics precluded a brief dis- 
course on smoke shops, bingo and casinos. 
An invitation to the Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Muse- 
um and Seminole casinos concluded the dis- 
cussion. 

A 30 minute question and answer peri- 
od followed during which many astute 
observations came to light. A few inquiries 
revolved around culture, clan and historical 
data, but the majority delved into issues of 
education, income tax, sovereignty, envi- 
ronmental impact and health. 

“We have learned a lot about Collier 
County today, but nothing can compare to 
the wonderiul insight into the Seminole 
Tribe provided by Mary Jene Koenes,” said 
GNF Coordinator Bill Forbes. “The majori- 
ty of us associated the Seminoles with casi- 
nos and gambling. We knew relatively noth- 
ing about their historical background, self 
sufficiency, citizenship, contributions to the 
environment and national economy.” 

Attendee and GNF Board Member 
West McCann said: “This has been very 
enlightening and I hope that we will be able 
to arrange a future trip to the Big Cypress 
Reservation, Ah-Tah-Thi-Ki Museum and 
Billie Swamp Safari. Many of our partici- 
pants have expressed the fact that today’s 
presentation opened new doors and created 
a thirst for knowledge.” 


Greater Naples Leadership Program participants congregate in front of the original Collier County Courthouse in Everglades 
City, Fla., which is on the state’s historical roll. 


Mary Jene Koenes (C) with Greater Naples Leadership Board Members West McCann and Bill 
Forbes in front of the Everglades Courthouse. 
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Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Roger Smith (R) swears in First Grade Student Council Rep. Mallorie Thomas (L) with the help of teacher Jade Braswell (C). 


New Student Council Sworn in at Pemayetv Emahakv 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — The students of 
Pemayetv Emahakv got in the spirit of the 
election process with their own version on 
Oct. 22. 

During the Student Council inauguration 
ceremony, representatives assumed their 
positions for first through fifth grade classes. 

The Student Council that will represent 
the 2008-2009 class include: Destiny Elliot, 
kindergarten representative, Mallorie 
Thomas, first grade representative, Raeley 
Matthews, second grade representative, 
Aiyana Tommie, third grade representative, 
Joshua Madrigal, fourth grade representative, 
and Zach Hudson, fifth grade representative. 

In its second year at the school, the elec- 
tion helps play a role in furthering the intro- 
duction of students to the world of Tribal 
government and its political system. 

Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Roger 
Smith co-hosted and emceed. He also assist- 
ed with the swearing in of the new Student 
Council. 

“I really hope all the representatives can 
and will do the best they can do,” Rep. Smith 
said. “If you want to be a leader you have to 
do what is best for the class.” 

Addressing his classmates, Chairman 
Imillakiyo Osceola promised to “represent 
our school as best as I can.” 

“This was a complete symbol of what 


our school is about,” Pemayetv Emahakv 
Principal Russell Brown explained. “I 
thought it went very well and I was thrilled to 
see the number of students participate, espe- 
cially in the clothing contest.” 

“We definitely had great support by the 
parents and families in the community,” he 
added. 

Tribal citizen and mother Amanda Smith 
said she attended the ceremony to support 
daughter, and first grade representative, Mal- 
lorie Thomas. 

“A lot of her classmates, both boys and 
girls, look up to her,” Smith said. “She is a 
pretty good student and she makes me 
proud.” 

This will be the second stint for Thomas 
on the Student Council. She also served as 
the kindergarten representative in the 2007- 
2008 school year. 

First year kindergarten teacher Christina 
Duncan said she enjoyed the day. 

“It was a wonderful experience for me,” 
she said. “I have felt accepted in this environ- 
ment and having these types of events are 
important and enlightening.” 

The concept for the Student Council 
election came initially through the Pull-Out 
Program several years ago, according to 
Shelly Walker of the Culture Dept. 

On this year’s schedule, Brighton Tribal 
Council Rep. Roger Smith and Brighton 
Board Rep. Johnnie Jones kicked things 
Please see INAUGURATION * Page 3B 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Student Council Chairman Imillakiyo Osceola addresses the students. 


Charter School Students Honor Seminole Veterans 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Pemayetv Emahakv Charter 
School took time out of their scholastic work to honor 
veterans during their Veterans Day program, held at 


the school on Nov. 10. 

During the program, the students honored Tribal 
citizens who served in the military including Dan 
Bowers, Andrew J. Bowers, Jr., Sammie Gopher, Stan- 
lo Johns, Timmy Johns, James Billie, Archie Johns Sr. 
and Billie Micco. 


The program began with the raising of the Ameri- 
can and Seminole flags by the school’s Student Coun- 
cil as the National Anthem played in the background. 

Principal Russell Brown welcomed all and spoke 
on the meaning of Veterans Day. 

“It’s a day to honor those who deserve a lot of 
recognition for their time and many sacrifices,” Princi- 
pal Brown said. 

Imillakiyo Osceola, fifth grader and Student 
Council Chairman, recited the poem “Native American 
Vet” written by Moses “Bigg” Jumper Jr. 

In addition, four participants in the fourth grade 
essay contest read their original essays about veterans 
and soldiers. 

“I want to sit with him and hear stories,” read 
Odessa King, referring to spending time with a local 
veteran. 

Eric Garcia read his writing which outlined how 
he thinks veterans deserve so much more than a single 
celebration. Fellow students Trevor Thomas and 
Andrew Dobbs both spoke about how they enjoy doing 
things such as taking a veteran to dinner or sending 
items to active duty soldiers overseas. 

The program closed with the student body show- 
ing their appreciation as they lined up to shake hands 
and thank the honored veterans. 

Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Roger Smith was 
unable to attend but sent an important message that 
Principal Russell Brown read on his behalf. 

“I urge students to get to know community veter- 
ans and to thank them,” Principal Brown said in Rep. 
Smith’s absence. 



Michele Thomas 


The students at Pemayetv Emahakv walk down the receiving line, shaking hands with Armed Service’s veterans from the 
Brighton community. 


Ahfachkee School 
Students Attend 
Awards Ceremony 

Awards Distributed for Academic 
Achievements During First Nine 
Weeks of School Year 

BY CHRIS CJENKINS 

Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Just in time to for Halloween on 
Oct. 3 1 , the Ahfachkee School students gathered togeth- 
er for some tricks and treats at the First Nine Week 
Award ceremony, held in the Herman L. Osceola Gym. 

The First Nine Weeks Awards brought the school 
together as grades kindergarten through 12th received 
rewards for their hard work in the classroom. 

“It is all positive and they are being recognized for 
what they have done well,” said Ahfachkee fourth grade 
teacher Orlando Garcia. “It all reinforces what they are 
doing and encourages the other kids to want to achieve 
and do better also.” 

The two awards sessions, separated by grade levels, 
began with words of encouragement from Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress. 

“Continue to leam and learn who you are,” the 
Chairman said to the kindergarten through fifth grade 
classes. “In order to continue in our traditional ways, 
you are the key.” 

“It is good to have a non-Indian education but you 
still must kn ow and leam who you are,” he continued. 

Community supporter Joe Frank of the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs echoed Chairman Cypress’s comments 
and encouraged the youngsters to take advantage of the 
educational opportunities the Tribe offers. 

“The Tribe has tried to put a lot of effort and 
resources into seeing you all succeed,” Frank said. 

Principal Walt Swan said he remains optimistic for 
the future, as he advised the sixth through 12th grades 
classes, “We are about tomorrow.” 

“You are the classes that set the examples for the 
other younger kids,” Principal Swan continued. “Your 
Tribe needs you to go to college and have resources set 
up for you to do that.” 

He also pointed out the positive improvements the 
school has made and the direction it has headed from 
years past. The school is just two years removed from an 
overall school grade point average of 1.89 and no high 
school graduates. 

Recognizing the six current high school students, 
who have 3.0 and higher GPA’s, Swan said these trail- 
blazers will have an impact toward future progress. 

First Nine Weeks Award Recipients 

Perfect attendance: 

High School: 1. Jalen Cypress. 2. Jose Cisneros Jr.; 
8th Grade: 1. Ricky Joe Alumbaugh, 2. Tequesta Tiger, 
3. Tylor Tigertail; 6th Grade: 1. Mika Fopez; 5th Grade: 
1. Arnold Billie, 2. Channcy Curry; 4th Grade: 1. Sierra 
Kirkland, 2. Emily Ortiz; 3rd Grade: 1. Annabelle 
Whiteshield, 2. Brendan Otero, 3. Terance Hill, 4. Eyan- 
na Billie, 5. Elisah Billie; 2nd Grade, Ms. Denise Gib- 
son’s class: 1. Clayton Milicevic; 2nd Grade, Ms. Rhon- 
da Iglesias’s class: 1. Bradin Jim; 1st Grade, Ms. Tama- 
ra Parrish’s class: 1. Shane Balentine, 2. Richard Billie, 
3. Abigail Tigertail; 1st Grade, Ms. Lindsey Paige’s 
class: 1. Tash-Sho-Tah-Che Jumper; Pre-Kindergarten: 
1 . Aleah Rodriguez. 

Scholar Award (4.0 GPA) 

High School: 1 . Alyssa Noah; 8th Grade: 1 . Alexis 
Aguilar; 7th Grade: 1. Terri Baker; 1st Grade: 1. Shana 
Balentine, 2. Brandon Frank, 3. Ricky Rodriguez, 4. 
Abigail Tigertail, 5. Elise Brown; Kindergarten: 1. 
Spencer Aguilar, 2. Kamari Ivey, 3. Leo Osceola-Onco; 
Pre-Kindergarten: 1. Caleb Billie, 2. Ivan Billie, 3. Eli- 
jah Cook, 4. Harmony Cypress, 5. Barbara Jimmie, 6. 
Dacia Osceola. 

Honor Award (3.5-3.99 GPA) 

High School: 1. Demi Garza, 2. Dawna Cypress; 
8th Grade: 1 . Tylor Tigertail, 2. RickyJoe Alumbaugh, 3. 
Bionca Acosta; 7th Grade: 1. Justin Roff; 6th Grade: 1. 
Leauna Billie; 5th Grade: 1. Chloe Hendrickson, 2. 
Channcy Curry, 3. Joelli Frank; 3rd Grade: 1. Dayra 
Koenes, 2. Brendan Otero, 3. Ryanne Pratt, 4. Annabelle 
Whiteshield, 5. Cartaya Billie; 2nd Grade: 1. Charles 
Alexander, 2. Chaska Osceola, 3. Evanne Pratt, 4. Mar- 
ley Billie-Herrera, 5. Jack Aguilar, 6. Cassandra Alexan- 
der, 7. Eliza Billie, 8. Katesa Kirkland, 9. Clayton Mil- 
icevic, 10. Alyssa Osceola, 11. Emmitt Osceola; 1st 
Grade: 1. Kylen Jumper, 2. Carlee Billie, 3. Leilani 
Gopher, 4. Precious Jimmie, 5. Thoya Robbins, 6. 
Ezekiel Roberts, 7. Alena Stockton; Kindergarten: 1. 
Brandi Osceola, 2. Valholly Frank, 3. Liberty Robbins; 
Pre-Kindergarten: 1. Gabriel Hendrickson-Porter, 2. 
Aleah Rodriguez . 

Please see AWARDS •> Page 2B 
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Pre-kindergartener Timothy Tigertail after receiving his award. 
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Chris C. Jenkins 

Orlando Garcia (Back Row, Left) joins Chairman Mitchell Cypress (C), Ahfachkee School Principal 
Walt Swan (R), and members of his fourth grade class at the ceremony. 


❖ Awards 

Continued from page IB 

Achievement Awards (3.0-3.49 GPA) 

High School: 1. Jose Cisneros Jr., 2. 
Bianca Fernandez; 8th Grade: 1. Taylor Ful- 
ton, 2. Chad Motlow, 3. Anthony Oliver, 4. 
Bradley Osceola, 5. Tequesta Tiger; 7th 
Grade: 1. Levi Billie, 2. Anthony Cypress, 
3. Quenton Cypress, 4. Destiny Robbins, 5. 
Savannah Tiger; 6th Grade: 1. Christian 
Alexander, 2. Katherine Bert, 3. Sabre Bil- 
lie, 4. Gloria Brooks, 5. Ellyse Frank, 6. 
Esyra Frank, 7. Michelle Jimmie, 8. Cande- 
lario Landin, 9. Mike Lopez, 10. Kaitlin 
Osceola; 5th Grade: 1. Dalton Koenes, 2. 
Natalia Martinez, 3. Rheannon Robbins, 4. 
Christopher Alexander, 5. Alphonso Alvara- 
do, 6. Chelsey Alvarado, 7. Jacob Cotton; 
4th Grade: 1. Roderick Bert, 2. Darius Fri- 
day, 3. John Robbins, Jr., 4. Ignacia 
Rodriguez; 3rd Grade: 1. Kevin Ivey, 2. Ter- 
ance Hill, 3. Trinity Williams, 4. Ethan 
Balentine, 5. Eyanna Billie, 6. Jathaniel 
Brooks; 2nd Grade: 1. Mya Cypress, 2. 
Mazzy Robbins, 3. Myron Cypress, 4. Kat- 
rina Huggins, 5. Janessa Jones; 1st Grade: 
1. Jalycia Billie, 2. Richard Billie, 3. Brian- 
na Bowers, 4. Tash-Sho-Tah-Che Jumper; 
Kindergarten: 1. Katrina Columbo, 2. Kobe 
Billie, 3. Ramona Jimmie, 4. Amaya 
Solano, 5. Hehchoo-Ye Jumper; Pre- 
Kindergarten: 1. Cameron Alexander, 2. 
Athena Bert, 3. Canniah Billie, 4. Sontino 
Billie, 5. Evan Cypress, 6. Tauni Cypress, 7. 
Lauren Doctor, 8. Cale Osceola, 9. Charlie 
Osceola, 10. Daleen Osceola, 11. Timothy 
Tigertail. 

Accelerated Reader 

1st Grade: Shana Balentine; 2nd Grade: 
Marley Herrera, Kirkland Katesa; 3rd 
Grade: Dayra Koenes; 7th Grade: Justin 
Roff. 


Culture Awards 

Pre-Kindergarten: Athena Bert; 

Kindergarten Willie Smith; 1st Grade: 
Brandon Frank; 2nd Grade: Alyssa Bumett- 
Osceola, Marley Herrera; 3rd Grade: Dayra 
Koenes; 4th Grade: Sierra Kirkland; 5th 
Grade: Joellie Frank; 6th Grade: Candelario 
Landin; 7th Grade: Dare’Rick Mclnturff; 
8th Grade: Shawna Billie; High School: 
Randy Osceola, Jessica Osceola. 

Special Recognition from Culture for Recit- 
ing the Seminole Pledge 

1. Dayra Koenes, 2. Cartaya Billie, 3. 
Jazmine Billie, 4. Eyanna Billie, 5. Brendan 
Otero, 6. Gloria Brooks 


Staff recognized for Culture Award 
Tobe Smith, 2. Ivette Lopez 



Chris C. Jenkins 


(L-R) Yeni Flores of the Human Resources Dept, 
congratulates Elijah Cook on his improved 
efforts. 
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Ahfachkee’s new Student Council: (L-R) Vice President Tia Osborne, President Alec Cypress and Secretary/Treasurer Bianca Fernandez. 


Three-Member Ahfachkee Student Council Takes Office 

Alec Cypress, Tia Osborne, Bianca Fernandez Lead School 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — A new tradition 
emerged for the students at Ahfachkee 
School on Oct. 17. For the first time in the 
school’s history, the students voted for 
council representatives on their campus. 

With the continued growth of the 
school, the idea has been at least a year in 
the making, according to Dean of Students 
and Student Council Advisory Board 
Member Dominique Troadec. 

“The idea was to make them account- 
able as students,” he said. “They will have 
a say now to know what is going on.” 

The three-member Student Council, 
consisting of President Alec Cypress, Vice 
President Tia Osborne and Secretary/Trea- 
surer Bianca Fernandez, will be governed 
by its own by-laws, rules and procedures; 
similar to the Seminole Tribal Council. 
The students will elect representatives 
annually during each new school year. 

The process began with student and 


staff discussions. Ahfachkee staff then 
sought the overall interest of the students 
and challenged them to take on the leader- 
ship needed for the idea to be a success. 
The candidates then had interview ses- 
sions. The final stage involved campaign- 
ing, concluding with sixth through 12th 
grade classes voting. 

School Principal Walt Swan said the 
students “are the ones who really opened 
this up.” 

“Rather than sit around and complain, 
they stepped up and did something,” Prin- 
cipal Swan explained. “I am excited that 
they now have some student representation 
because they really have not had it.” 

As the new Student Council assumed 
their roles, the three admitted they have a 
lot of work ahead of them. 

“I did not realize how big this all was 
until I began to go to all the meetings, 
etc.,” President Alec Cypress said. “Every- 
one is definitely watching now, so know- 
ing what you are doing and being able to 
accept the consequences for your actions is 


important.” 

“Hopefully I can live up to the expec- 
tations and be a good leader,” he added. 

Echoing the president’s remarks, Vice 
President Tia Osborne added, “I just want 
to be myself and be a good example for all 
the kids.” 

With the three taking on new duties, 
Troadec admitted “I have already seen a 
change in the students.” In addition to 
Troadec, the Student Council Advisory 
Board staff also includes teachers Angela 
Proctor and Julius Gray. 

BC Board Rep. Cicero Osceola said he 
has always supported the Student Council 
idea. 

“This was a good idea to get the stu- 
dents together and learn and introduce our 
government more,” said Osceola. “I think 
it will open up the doors a lot along the 
organizational lines.” 

“They are setting precedence for all 
the other students in the future,” Rep. 
Osceola added. 
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NATIVE BOOK REVIEW 


BY RAMONA KIYOSHK 


[Editor’s Note: Ramona Kiyoshk is a freelance cians perform on the same stage as industry stars. Alliga- 
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pole Island, Ontario. The opinions she expresses are her foods will be available. A recipe for Alligator Saute 
own. She can be reached at (page 121), which sounds healthy, delicious and satisfy- 


satin. moccasins@gmail. com.] 

In Enduring Harvests: Native 
American Foods and Festivals for Every 
Season, author E. Barrie Kavasch takes 
readers to various Native communities 
in the U.S., Canada and South America, 
visiting local special events and writing 
about the foods that create the memo- 
rable climax to the day. 

The book covers 12 months, begin- 
ning in September with the autumn har- 
vest, moving through winter, into spring 
and then summer. The solstices, impor- 
tant times for America’s indigenous peo- 
ple, reaffirm their place in the grand 
scheme of Creation, also receive special 
mention. 

According to the our indigenous 
oral history keepers, every Tribe across 
the North American continent had one 
thing in common: A belief in a supreme 
power that guided the seasons and life 
cycles, and bound all creatures in a 
divine circle of life. 

Wind, water, air, the forests and all 
the beasts belonged to this sacred mosa- 
ic and humans were on the same tier as 
all other life. All creation was interde- 
pendent and all worthy of the same 
respect. Every act in the daily routine 
was a sacrament. Birth, death, marriage, coming of age, 
naming, and thanking the Creator for each new day all 
have a special ritual or prayer. 

Today, ceremonies are still a focus of our culture. 
And no ceremony is complete without a great Thanks- 
giving feast. 

As times changed, the original Native American cer- 
emonies were still observed, but the reasons behind them 
began fading into time. New events came about. Veter- 
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Enduring Harvests: Native 
American Foods and Festivals for 
Every Season 

Author: E. Barrie Kavasch 
Edition: Illustrated. 
Binding: Trade paperback 
Pages: 331 

Publisher: The Globe Pequot 
Press, Connecticut 
Date Published: 1995 (Re- 
Released 2001) 


ing, may get you in the mood for the 
event. 

In mid-February, the annual four- 
day Seminole Tribal Fair, Powwow and 
Rodeo offers an exciting depiction of 
the Seminole and Miccosukee people, 
historically and today. Families prepare 
for this major cultural and commercial 
event yearlong, by sewing, cooking and 
sprucing up their dancing and dram- 
ming expertise. As well, rodeo skills are 
showcased while ranchers, farmers and 
citrus growers prepare to present their 
best products. A recipe for Alligator- 
Crawfish Jambalaya (page 165) sounds 
delicious and smacks both of Bayou and 
Everglades inspiration. It is a global vil- 
lage after all. 

This chapter on the Seminoles also 
features a sidebar on Florida’s Gatorland 
Farm, where alligators, no longer on the 
endangered list, are bred for food and 
fashion. Gator meat is considered 
seafood and can be served up in a vari- 
ety of delicious ways. Gatorland Farm is 
a popular tourist and educational desti- 
nation and the subject of numerous TV 
specials. 

Reading through the recipes, you 
will note that some ingredients are not 
Native American at all. However, we live in a global vil- 
lage and one can’t fault a chef for discovering things that 
work just as well or better and adapting them. Worcester- 
shire sauce, Neufchatel cheese, coconut milk? If I 
remember correctly, my mother made fry bread from 
water, baking powder, flour and lard. There was never 
milk in our house. The fry bread recipe in this book is 
more nutritious. 

The author, E. Barrie Kavasch, a European, claim s 


ans Days, rodeos, fairs, markets, and even things like to have descended from a long line of Native American 
hockey or lacrosse playoffs became cause for celebra- blue bloods, citing the Princess Pocahontas as an origi- 
tions. Powwows, once very special trading and social nal ancestor. Her commitment to preserving knowledge 
events, have evolved into marketplaces and cultural is manifest in this collection of recipes and celebrations, 
showcases. Kavasch holds many titles as a “distinguished 

Christmas in Indian Country is a special time, with authority on Native plants, fungi, cultures, healing, spir- 
many communities combining solstice celebrations with duality, shamanic dream work, storytelling, and cuisines. 
Christian traditions. In Pueblo Country, the Posada is a She is an ethno-botanist, a master herbalist, a culinary 
pageant depicting the search for shelter by the Holy historian, author, botanical illustrator and a research 
Family in Bethlehem and the Fuminaria are lighted can- associate, according to her website, 
dies leading to doorways, symbolizing a welcome for the http://www.kavasch.com/bio.htm. 

Baby Jesus. The recipes in this book are easy to follow, and 

On Hopi mesas, feasting, dancing and prayers take apparently have been kitchen-tested. I would like to have 
place as that ancient Tribe celebrates the Winter Solstice, seen color photos of the finished recipes and snapshots 
Some fine recipes, including Hopi Rabbit Stew (page of some of the events. Indian Country is a picturesque 
115) and Spicy Hot Chocolate (page 119), are perfect place and photography sells cookbooks. However, 
fare for the hungry festival-goers. Desert nights can get Enduring Harvests is a fun way to learn about Native 
very chilly. America’s wonderful cultures and cuisines. 

The Miccosukee Arts Festival and Miccosukee The bounty in indigenous America is endless: 
Everglades Music & Crafts Festival, taking place Dec. Game, fish, fowl, com, squash, potatoes, beans and wild 
26-Jan. 4 in Miami, will showcase the arts, crafts, culture onions. Berries, fruits and nuts are plentiful. You may 
and cuisine of the Florida’s indigenous people. A Patch- just be motivated to whip up a delicious stew or casse- 
work Fashion Show, airboat rides, paintings, carvings, role. If you are into desserts, the Native Americans do 
beadwork and alligator demonstrations offer a welcome magic with berries, maple symp and a variety of fruits 
diversion for northern visitors seeking a relief from the and nuts. You are allowed to top yours off with your 
cold. favorite scoop of ice cream from the local supermarket. 

For music lovers, accomplished indigenous musi- 


* Inauguration 

Continued from page IB 

off in early September speaking to the student body. 
They discussed their jobs and roles on both the Tribal 
Council and Board. 

Student petitions came next for those candidates 
interested in running, followed by speeches given in 
their respective classes. Nine children ran for chair- 
man, 11 for kindergarten rep., five for first grade rep., 
seven for second grade rep., four for third grade rep., 
eight reps, for fourth grade, five for fifth grade rep., 
and six for sixth grade rep. Campaigning and voting 
wrapped up the final stages of the election process. 

In addition to the inauguration, more than half the 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Joshua Madrigal, fourth grade representative, addresses 
his classmates after being sworn in. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Principal Russell Brown with the second grade clothing 
contest winners: (L-R) Lance Howard, Kano Puente and 
Conner Thomas. 


student body participated in a traditional clothing con- 
test. The winners were: Kindergarten: Girls: 1. Alon- 
nie Gore, 2. Ryanna Osceola, 3. Caylie Huff; Boys: 1. 
Ramone Baker, 2. Heith Fawrence, 3. Jagger Gaucin; 
First grade: Girls: 1. Bevyn Billie, 2. Jacee Jumper, 3. 
Mallorie Thomas; Boys: 1. Ozzy Osceola, 2. Hunter 
Howard, 3. Jahbahn Arnold; Second grade: Girls: 1. 
Keely Billie, 2. Krysta Burton, 3. Alicia Fudge; Boys: 
1. Fance Howard, 2. Kano Puente, 3. Conner Thomas; 
Third grade: Girls: 1. Cady Osceola, 2. Aiyana Tom- 
mie, 3. Sunnie Bearden; Boys: 1. Dyami Nelson, 2. 
Ivess Baker, 3. Elijah Billie; Fourth grade: Girls: 1. 
Rylee Osceola, 2. Bethany Billie, 3. Odessa King; 
Boys: 1. Drayton Billie, 2. Ruben Burgess, 3. Trevor 
Thomas; Fifth grade: Girls: 1. Kalgary Johns, 2. 
Rumor Juarez, 3. Tyra Baker; Boys: 1. Jayce Smith 2. 
Rayven Smith, 3. Jaron Johns. 


Tribal Education Dept. Hosts Fall Bash 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Education Dept, held 
a Fall Bash for the Hollywood community at the 
Hollywood basketball court and parking lot on Oct. 
17. 

Education Director Emma Johns said her 
department selected the event’s theme, “Bring Your 
‘A’ Game,” because the Tribal youth enjoy sports 
so much. Johns said they decided to use the popu- 
lar catch phrase throughout the Initiatives Award 
events held at about the same time at the Fall Bash. 

A mock Sumo wresting station and a jousting 
mat delighted the students throughout the evening. 
Some students also enjoyed cotton candy and pop- 
corn. 

Representatives at the Education Dept, plan to 
continue with initiative-related events throughout 
each reservation. For more information please con- 
tact each reservation’s education advisor. 



Marisol Gonzalez 


(L-R) Francisco Rodriguez and Rhett Tiger square off on the 
jousting mat at the Fall Bash. 
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December 1-8, 2008 
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Marisol Gonzalez 


Eanjay Young from the 2-year-old class throws the ball to his 
partner in one of the obstacles set up for the children. 

Preschoolers Attend 
Get Fit Field Day 

BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Seminole Fitness Dept, held the 
bi-monthly Preschool Get Fit Field Day at the Hollywood 
ball field on Oct. 20. 

Preschoolers and their teachers began the day by stretch- 
ing and then rotating to different activity stations set up in an 
obstacle course format. 

Event organizers designed the activities to build hand-eye 
coordination and help the children interact with others. In 
addition, the activities at each station aimed to promote the 
children having a healthy and fit lifestyle. 

Youth Fitness Coordinator Gina Allardyce said the Fitness 
Dept, tries to schedule at least one fitness day a month, 
though sometimes bi-monthly, at each reservation. She said 
the department also plans to have Senior Get Fit Field Day 
activities in the future. 

For more information please contact the Fitness Dept. 


IPM: Safe Pest Management 

BY CARTER ELBON 

Environemntal Health Dept. Program Manager 

[Editor’s Note: Carter Elbon works for the Environ- 
mental Health Dept. Additional information was obtained 
through the U.S. Dept, of Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment’s "Healthy Homes Inititiave. ”] 

Are you aware that many pesticides for home use are 
toxic or that there are alternative pest management methods 
that limit the use of toxic substances? And that mice, cock- 
roaches and cockroach “dust” can trigger asthma attacks? 

Integrated pest management (IPM) is a way to remove 
pests like cockroaches, mice and rats from a home. IPM is a 
practical sense approach that denies pests food, water, shel- 
ter and entry into the home by the use of baits, gels, traps and 
borate powder. 

The practice of IPM is safer than many other methods 
of pest control because it does not use as many harmful pes- 
ticides as traditional pest control. Avoiding pesticides is 
especially important in homes and schools. Pesticides can 
contain long lasting, toxic chemicals or lung irritants that 
cause asthma attacks. Children are among those most vul- 
nerable to exposure. 

IPM is better at keeping roaches and other pests away 
for long periods of time compared to spraying of pesticides 
or other chemicals. Integrated Pest Management works by 
addressing the cause of the problem and taking a long-term 
approach to reducing pests. Using pesticides can cause pests 
to build up resistance to the chemical so that the chemicals 
do not work as well over time, and do not stop the pests from 
coming back to your home. 

Pay attention to where there are pests in your home, 
how they enter, how they leave, the time of day of activity, 
and how many there are. By watching and tracking these 
pests in your home, you can better decide what action to 
take. 

Keeping a clean house is the best way to keep pests out. 
Some important things to pay attention to include: Cleaning 
up food and drink spills right away; removing clutter, such 
as cardboard boxes or papers, so pests have fewer places to 
hide and breed; and putting food in tight containers, such as 
plastic with tight lids. 

Do not leave open containers of food on counters or in 
cabinets. Put pet food dishes away overnight; keep trash in a 
closed container and take it out frequently, and every day if 
possible. Do not let trash pile up outside and fix plumbing or 
other water leaks. Pests need water sources to survive. 

Seal cracks and holes with caulking gun around base- 
boards, shelves, pipe chases, sinks, and bathroom fixtures 
and use a vacuum to clean up found insects and droppings. 
This will tell you if the pest problem is old or new. 

Use roach baits properly and only if necessary. Place- 
ments of baits are to be out of the reach of children and pets. 
Remember to keep these tips in mind: Put baits close to the 
pests’ hiding or living places. It must be closer than other 
sources of food. Good spots for baits are next to walls, base- 
boards, under sinks, in cabinets and near plumbing fixtures. 
Place baits in areas of roach activity and do not spray pesti- 
cides. This will keep the pests away from the baits. 

If you have taken all the described above steps and still 
have a problem, you may need a licensed pest control pro- 
fessional for help. 

For more information, please contact the Environmental 
Health Program at (954) 962-2009. 



Photo Submitted by The Seminole Health Dept. 


Team Seminole walk participants included: Mary Lou Alvarado, Almira Billie, Barbara Billie, Dannee Billie, Loraine Billie, Louise Billie, Tiffany Billie, Agnes Bowers, Dan Bow- 
ers, Rosetta Bowers, Joyce Cleavenger, Candy Cypress, Suzanne Davis, Isabelle Garza, Diane Hall, Steven Hannahs, Mable Jim, Emilia Jumper, Marilyn Jumper, Phillip Jumper, 
Teresa Jumper, Grace Koontz, Donelda Mercer, Rodni Mercer, Marjorie Meredith, Chaska Onco, Michael Onco, Carol Osceola, Symphany Osceola, Charlotte Porcaro, Harley 
Roberts, Suraiya Smith, Betty Tigertail, Chantal Vallee, Cathy Cypress, Darin Koontz, Bridgette Koontz, Tauni Cypress, Rainey Cypress, Kamoni Smith, Clint Billie, Boomer 
Factor and Leo Onco. 

Team Seminole Attends ‘Step Out to Fight Diabetes’ Walk 

Event Coincides With National Diabetes Awareness Month 


SUBMITTED BY 
The Seminole Health Dept. 

FT. LAUDERDALE — About 40 
members of Team Seminole participated 
in the Step Out to Fight Diabetes Walk, 
held Oct. 1 8 at the Bank Atlantic Center. 
Lead by team captain Edna McDuffie, the 
walkers attended the 2.5 mile walk to 
show their commitment in the fight 
against diabetes. 

For the past seven years, Team Semi- 
nole has participated in the American Dia- 
betes Association-sponsored walk to help 
raise awareness about diabetes. 

Diabetes, a disease that dispropor- 
tionately affects Native Americans, and 
other minorities, is steadily on the rise. 
Many health care professionals believe 
that this rise in Type 2 diabetes, is direct- 
ly connected to the rise in obesity and 
sedentary lifestyles (people moving less). 

Team Seminole’s mission is to not 
only raise awareness about diabetes and 
its effects on health at this once a year 
event, but to also inspire Tribal citizens to 
make regular physical activity a part of 
their everyday routine. 

Diabetes is a disease that affects how 
the body is able to process the sugar it 
receives from food. Normally, your body 
would release a chemical called insulin, 
that helps your body to get the sugar from 
foods, into cells where it can be used by 
the body for energy. When a person has 
diabetes, they don’t have enough or any 
insulin to get the sugar to the cells so the 
sugar builds up in the blood causing many 
complications. 

Exercise, like walking with Team 
Seminole or at least 30 minutes a day on 
your own, actually helps your body to 
bum off the excess sugar. That’s why 
exercise is not only important for people 
with diabetes, but also important for 


people trying to prevent diabetes. 

To join Team Seminole on one of its 
health awareness walks, or to find out 
about walks in your community contact 
Edna McDuffie at (863) 983-5798. 


Health Dept. Walk Schedule 

December 

American Heart Walk, Fort Myers - Decem- 
ber 13 


Rez Rally (All Reservations) - TBA 
February 

Field Day 5K - Brighton - TBA 
March 

March of Dimes - Okeechobee - March 7 
American Heart Walk - Nova Southeastern 
University - March 14 
ALS (amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, or Lou 
Gehrig’s disease) Walk - Sunrise - TBA 

April 

Easter Seals Walk - Markham Park - Ft. 
Lauderdale - TBA 

May 

Cystic Fibrosis Walk - Fort Myers - TBA 
July 

Firecracker Walk (All Reservations) - TBA 
September 

Indian Day Walk (All Reservations) - TBA 
On Going 

Brighton: Walk About - Monthly 
Big Cypress: Walk Around - Monthly 
Hollywood: Weekly Walks - Weekly 
Immokalee: Walk This Weigh - Weekly 



Photo Submitted by The Seminole Health Dept 

Team Seminole Captain Edna McDuffie addresses the event attendees. 


THE HEALTHY SENIOR BY FRED CICETTI 

[Editor’s Note: Fred Cicetti is a syndicated columnist who writes about 
issues concerning senior citizens’ health. The opinions he expresses are his own. 

This is the first part in a three-part series on 
breast cancer, parts two and three will appear 
in the Dec. 26, 2008 and Jan. 30, 2009 
issues, respectively. 

If you would like to ask a question, 
please write fred@healthygeezer.com. All 
Rights Reserved ©2008 by Fred Cicetti.] 
Breast cancer is second — behind lung 
cancer — as the leading cause of cancer 
death in women. The chance of developing 
invasive breast cancer at some time in a 
Bi' woman’s life is about 1 in 8. 

The female breast is composed primarily 
W of milk-producing glands (lobules), ducts that 
f connect the glands to the nipple, and soft tissue. 

Breast cancer is a malignant tumor that has 
grown from breast cells. Nearly all breast can- 
cers start in the ducts or lobules of the breast. 
The cancer can spread (metastasize) to 
other parts of the body, but it will contin- 
ue to be defined as breast cancer. 

There are many form s of breast 
cancer. Infiltrating ductal carcinoma 
(IDC) is the most common form. It 
starts in a duct, then breaks through 
the duct wall and invades the tissue 
of the breast. At this point, it can 
metastasize through the lymphatic ves- 
sels and the bloodstream. About 80 per- 




cent of invasive breast cancers are infiltrating ductal carcinomas. 

Lymph plays a major role in breast cancer. It is a fluid that carries immune- 
system cells through lymphatic vessels. Lymph nodes are small collections of 
these cells in the vessels. Almost all lymphatic vessels in the breast connect to 
lymph nodes under the arm. 

Cancer cells that enter lymphatic vessels can spread and begin to grow in 
lymph nodes. This is why doctors check the lymph nodes to see if breast cancer 
has spread. 

Ductal carcinoma in situ (DCIS) is the most common type of noninvasive 
breast cancer. The term “in situ” means the cancer is confined to its original site. 
DCIS denotes that the cancer cells are inside the ducts but have not spread 
through the walls of the ducts into the surrounding breast tissue. About 20 per- 
cent of new breast cancer cases will be DCIS. Nearly all women diagnosed at this 
early stage of breast cancer can be cured. 

There are many risk factors for breast cancer. 

The risk rises with age. About 77 percent of women with breast cancer are 
older than 50 when they are diagnosed. 

Breast cancer risk is higher among women whose close relatives have the 
disease. 

A woman with cancer in one breast is at high risk of developing a new can- 
cer in either of her breasts. 

Women who started menstruating before age 12 or who went through 
menopause after age 55 have a slightly higher risk of breast cancer. 

Having multiple pregnancies and becoming pregnant at an early age reduces 
breast cancer risk. 

Long-term use of hormone replacement therapy (HRT) after menopause 
increases your risk of breast cancer. 

Drinking alcohol is linked to an increased risk of developing breast cancer. 

Obesity is a breast cancer risk, especially for women after menopause. 

Evidence is growing that exercise reduces breast cancer risk. 
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Gun Safety Tips for Those with Young Children 


SUBMITTEDBY 
The Seminole Police Dept. 

Children are very likely to be curious about any 
weapon you have in the home. They see guns used on 
television and in movies on a regular basis, and this 
sparks a great interest. 

If a child gets their hands on a gun it can easily 
lead to tragedy, so it is essential to keep all weapons 
hidden and well out of their reach. 

Although the point of having any security weapon 
is to keep it accessible in case it’s needed, the presence 
of young kids does change everything. A responsible 
adult without children may be able to keep a loaded 
handgun in a drawer for emergency situations, like a 
home invasion, with no problem. However, when that 


adult becomes a parent, they must consider new possi- 
bilities, including that of a curious youngster finding 
the gun and thinking of it as a toy. 

Every parent should be certain that any gun they 
own is kept unloaded at all times. Most experts suggest 
storing the bullets in a separate, concealed location. 
Whenever possible, it is ideal to keep a gun in a locked 
drawer or cabinet, to which the adult has the only key. 

As children get older, parents may want to sit 
them down and discuss how dangerous a gun can be, 
and explain why only adults should handle them. 
Teach them about safety techniques, and make sure 
they realize it is never safe to point a gun at anything 
they do not intend to shoot. Remember, every gun is a 
loaded gun, and is therefore, dangerous. 


SPD: Coming to a Reservation Near 
You For Community Meetings 


SUBMITTEDBY 
The Seminole Police Dept. 

Since returning to the Seminole Police Dept. 
(SPD), Chief William Latchford wants to continue to 
provide excellent service to the community by having 
open communication with community members. The 
chief wants to find ways for SPD to better partner with 
and serve the Seminole Tribe of Florida and the resi- 
dents of each community. 

Topics will include, but are not limited to: Sum- 


mary of how the police department has developed and 
its structure, community problems, drug issues, crime 
prevention activities, and what SPD can do to better 
serve Tribal citizens. 

Members of the department will deliver meeting 
notices to the homes of community residents and Chief 
Latchford will facilitate the forum, which will take 
place at a later date. 

Please assist us with making your SPD a leading 
law enforcement organization and the best for the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida. 


Seminole Police 
Department Adopts 
New Logo 

BY WILLIAM R. LATCHFORD 
SPD Chief of Police 

The Seminole Police Department (SPD) is changing its 
patch. SPD recognizes a successful partnership requires a 
commitment to the people of the Seminole Tribe of Florida 
whom we serve. Therefore, at no cost to the Tribe, by using 
forfeiture funds, SPD will adopt the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida Seal as its new department logo. 

Members of the Seminole Police Dept, now proudly 
wear the Seal of the Seminole Tribe of Florida. 





Keeping Your Family Safe this Holiday Season 


SUBMITTED BY 
The Seminole Police Dept. 

The members of the Seminole 
Police Department wish you and 
your family a happy holiday season 
and a happy New Year. As you and 
your family celebrate the holidays 
please be safe; take a couple of min- 
utes to review some safety tips for 
the holidays. 

1. When in a 
public facility 
always supervise 
your children, and 
always accompany 
young children to 
the restroom. 

Make certain your 
children know to 
stay with you at all 
times while shop- 
ping and always 
check first with 
you or the person 
in charge before 
they go anywhere. 

It is important to 
know where your 
children are and 
who they are with 
at all times. 

2. If older children become sep- 
arated from you while holiday shop- 
ping, have them meet you in a pre- 
destinated spot such as the sales 
counter of the store you were in or 
the mail’s information booth. For 
younger children teach them to look 
for people who may be sources of 
help within the store or mall such as 
a uniformed law-enforcement or 
security officer, store salesperson 
with a nametag, person with a name 
tag who is working in the informa- 


tion booth, or a mother with a child. 
They should never leave the 
store/mall or go to the parking lot to 
look for you or your vehicle. 

3. Make an outing to a mall a 
“teachable” experience in which 
children practice checking with you, 
using pay or cell phones, locating 
the adults who may be able to help 
if they need assistance, and, for 
older children, going to the restroom 
with a friend. 


Practice having them check 
first with you before going any- 
where within a mall or store. 
Remember, allowing your children 
to wear clothing or carry items in 
public on which their name is dis- 
played may bring unwelcome atten- 
tion from inappropriate people look- 
ing for a way to start a conversation 
with your child. 

4. Parents and guardians should 
not leave children alone at public 
facilities such as video arcades, 
movie theaters, or playgrounds as a 


convenient “babysitter” while they 
are holiday shopping. Never leave 
children in a toy store or specialty 
stores expecting store personnel to 
supervise and care for your children. 
They are not trained in this role, and 
it is not a function of their employ- 
ment. 

5. If you allow your older chil- 
dren to go to the mall or other activ- 
ities without you, they need to take 
a friend. It’s more fun and much 
safer. Older chil- 
dren should 
check-in with you 
on a regular basis 
while they are out. 
Make certain a 
clear plan is in 
place to pick them 
up including 
where, what time, 
and what to do in 
case of a change in 
plans. 

6. Nothing 
takes the place of 
your supervision 
when you are in a 
public place with 
your children. If 
you are going holiday shopping and 
feel you will be distracted, make 
other arrangements for the care of 
your children. It’s easy to get dis- 
tracted with all the sights, sounds, 
and crowds of holiday shopping, so 
make certain your children stay with 
you at all times. 

For more information about 
child-safety topics, please contact 
the Seminole Police Department or 
The National Center for Missing & 
Exploited Children at www.miss- 
ingkids.com. 
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Sports 


World Extreme Cagefighting Brings in Crowd at Hard Rock Live 



BY CHRIS C. JENKINS Other action included: undefeated WEC mid- 

Staff Reporter dleweight champion Paulo Filho and number one mid- 

dleweight contender Chael Sonnen squaring off in a 
HOLLYWOOD — Another of the best up-and- rematch from last December. Sonnen picked up the win 
comers in mixed martial arts (MM A) made an extreme by a unanimous decision against an unprepared Filho in 
debut invading the Hard Rock Live on Nov. 5. three rounds. 

World Extreme Cagefighting (WEC) gave MMA In featherweight action, Leonard Garcia and Jens 
fans eight action packed fights with the main event Pulver went toe-to-toe with Garcia, coming out with an 
broadcast live on the VERSUS cable network. impressive win by a TKO against the legend due to 


Faber vs. Brown fea- 
tured “The California 
Kid” Urijah Faber (21-1- 
0) defending his feather- 
weight title against 
Coconut Creek’s own 
Mike Brown (19-4-0). 

As the champ and 
odds-on-favorite, Faber 
came in undefeated in the 
WEC, winning all six of 
his match-ups. Brown 
came in with just four in 
the league, going 2-1 
overall. With a contrast in 
styles, Brown is best 
known for his wrestling 
and boxing in the ring, 
while Faber blends a 
combination of submis- 
sions, takedowns and 
hand speed against his 
opponents. 

Either way, the final 
result came in short time. 
Brown gained momen- 
tum from a frenzied 
crowd of more than 5,200 
to take out Faber at the 
2:23 mark of the first 
round by a TKO due to 
strikes. Brown made his 
move off a gamble by 
Faber, who used a sweep- 
ing elbow that connected, 
but failed to hurt Brown. 


The referee announces a victorious Mike Brown. 


strikes at the 1:12 mark in 
the first round. 

In middleweight action 
Jake Rosholt and Nissen 
Osterneck both put their 
undefeated records on the 
line with Rosholt going on 
to win by a stoppage due to 
strikes at the 3:48 mark in 
the second. 

Donald Cerrone stayed 
undefeated with a win by a 
unanimous decision in three 
rounds against Rob McCol- 
lough. 

David Avellan and 
Aaron Simpson also 
squared off with Simpson 
winning by an impressive 
KO at 1 8 seconds of the first 
round. 

In the Danny Castillo 
versus Rafael Dias match- 
up, Castillo won by a TKO 
stoppage at 2:54 in the sec- 
ond round. 

Carmelo Marrero 

picked up his 10th win in 
his match-up against Steve 
Steinbeiss by a split deci- 
sion in the thirrd round. 

Jose Aldo also got his 
12th win scoring a 45 sec- 
ond TKO against Jonathan 
Brookin s . 

Seasoned veteran 


Once on the mat Brown pounced, pounding him with Yoshiro Maeda also took on Rani Yayha with Yahya 
strikes before the fight had to be called. coming out the victor by choke submission by guillo- 

Afterwards, a confident Brown said the support tine at 3:30 in the first round. 


and training allowed him to become the new champ. 

“I have trained with the best team in the world and 
all I have to do is train the way I do in practice and I can 
beat anybody in the world,” he said. 

Faber maintained an upbeat and gracious attitude. 

“I made a small mistake and he capitalized on it,” 
Faber admitted. “I was a little too careless in there, but 
I will be back.” 


Founded in 2001, WEC has become recognized as 
one of the premier leagues in the U.S. It features sever- 
al athletes in the sport of mixed martial arts and is head- 
quartered in Las Vegas. 

Members of the Tribal Council also enjoyed the 
action including: Chairman Mitchell Cypress, Fort 
Pierce Liaison S.R. Tommie and Hollywood Tribal 
Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. 



Tom Craig 


(L-R) “The California Kid” Urijah Faber braces for a strong right from Mike Brown. 
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Redline Media Group 

Warriors newcomer Danny O’Conner (R) unloads a powerful shot on an over-matched Anthony Woods (L). 



Redline Media Group 

(L-R) Marcus Upshaw and James McGirt Jr. land strong shots on each other in their majority draw bout. 


Bad Boys of Boxing Invade Hard Rock Live 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Two of boxing’s most com- 
pelling fighters went back to work with mixed results 
on Nov. 11 at the Hard Rock Live. 

Glen Johnson and James McGirt Jr. headlined a 
night of action featuring five other bouts co-presented 
by Seminole Warriors Boxing and DiBella Entertain- 
ment. 

Of the two, McGirt (19-1,9 KOs) of DiBella Box- 
ing had the most to gain. The 25-year-old Vero Beach 
native, and son of former champion Buddy McGirt, 
looked to continue his move up the middleweight ranks. 
In late July he picked up a unanimous decision win fac- 
ing Raymond Joval. 

Up-and-comer Marcus Upshaw (8-3, 3 KOs) had 
his own plans, however, and went toe-to-toe with 
McGirt for 10 rounds. 

In a decidedly pro-Upshaw crowd, both would 
have their moment to shine, with McGirt seizing the 
momentum first. He would catch Upshaw early in the 
first sending him down with a strong left. After an eight 
count, the underdog Upshaw rebounded. 

Landing good shots throughout, the crowd would 
enjoy a back and forth between both. Upshaw then 
made his move late in the 10th inside the 30 second 
mark of the match sending McGirt down. He would 
receive an eight count as well. 

A disputed and contro- 
versial majority draw, OS- 
OS, 94-94, and 94-94, 
would be the final result. 

The performance could def- 
initely hurt McGirt in his 
bid to continue his climb up 
the ladder in a stacked mid- 
dleweight division. 

The crafty, skillful and 
still youthful Warriors rep- 
resented Glen “The Road 
Warrior” Johnson (47-12-2, 

32 KOs) also returned to 
the ring. It was his first 
appearance back since his 
controversial 12 round 
unanimous decision loss at 
the hands of light heavy- 
weight World Boxing 
Champion Chad Dawson in 
April. He faced Aaron Nor- 
wood (26-10-2, 13 KOs). 

In the end, the fight 
proved to be a tune up for 
Johnson allowing him to 
pick apart and hone his 
skills on an underequipped 
Norwood with a fourth 
round TKO. 

“It is what it is for the 
opponent I had,” Johnson 
explained after his win. 

“We are looking for bigger 
opponents in the future who 
will step up.” 

Seminole Warriors 
Boxing Executive Director 
Leon Margules agreed. 

“I think he did what he 


was supposed to do,” Margules said. 

Powerful super middleweight Edison “Pantera” 
Miranda (30-3, 26 KOs) also had an originally sched- 
uled comeback match. He withdrew from his bout ver- 
sus Emmanuel Esparza due to an undisclosed illness. 
His last action came in a disappointing loss to Arthur 
Abraham in a June rematch. 

Other action included a very entertaining super 
bantamweight match-up as Dat Nguyen moved to 14-1 
against a competitive Carlos Diaz by unanimous deci- 
sion in eight rounds. 

Among junior welterweights, Kenny Galarza 
remained perfect over Sebastien Hamel with a second 
round TKO. The newest Warriors addition Danny 
O’Conner also squared off against Anthony Woods. 
O’Conner moved to 2-0 via unanimous decision in four 
rounds. 

“He is a very exciting action fighter,” Margules 
commented. “He can be a John Duddy type attraction, 
but he is more talented.” 

In lightweight action, a debuting Kelvin Galarza 
picked up a unanimous decision win against Jareem 
Bryant. 

Heavyweights Wilmer Vazquez and Jerry Butler 
went six rounds ending with a draw. 

Tribal Council Chairman Mitchell Cypress, Board 
President Richard Bowers Jr. and Big Cypress Council 
Rep. David Cypress enjoyed the action ringside. 



Redline Media Group 


(L-R) Glen Johnson hits Aaron Norwood with a left cross, en route to his easy win. 
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Big Cypress Cattle and Range’s “Don’t Bull with Drugs” float makes its way down the parade route along Josie Billie Highway during the annual Red Ribbon Week parade, held Oct. 23 in Big Cypress. 



Marisol Gonzalez 

Members of the Hollywood Reservation took their anti-drug message to the streets on a walk through the community. 


❖ Red Ribbon 

Continued from page 1A 

need to educate them when they are young,” Rep. 
Osceola said. 

Rep. Wilson said the youth performance night is 
her favorite part of Red Ribbon Week. She also 
expressed the importance of coming together for this 
cause. 


“The community needs to come together more to 
prevent and help others,” Wilson said. 

The Door Decorating Contest winners were 
announced before the performances. The Education 
Dept, took top honors with SPD and Family Services 
rounding out the top three, respectively. 

Performances of the evening included singing, 
storytelling, flute playing and even a Kung-Fu show 
performed by the students of Nee’s Kung Fu. 


Hollywood's Red Ribbon Door Decorating Contest Winners 



Julie Bennett Barrow 

First Place - Education Dept. 


Julie Bennett Barrow 

Second Place - SPD 



Julie Bennett Barrow 

Third Place - Family Services Dept. 



Big Cypress Community Attends Annual 
Red Ribbon Week Parade, Other Events 


BY CHRIS C JENKINS 

Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Tribal community members, 
employees and guests joined together to celebrate the 
tradition-based Red Ribbon Week festivities on Oct. 
22-24. 

As one of the oldest and largest drug prevention 
programs in the country, the BC campaign held sever- 
al activities in support of the week. This year’s anti- 
drug theme was “Step It Up.” 

“I think it is cool that they are teaching us about 
being drug free,” first year Ahfachkee eighth grader 
and Tribal citizen Tyler Cypress said. “It is a good 
thing because it will keep us from doing drugs later in 
life.” 

A community parade, a poster and door contest, a 
dance, and games such as Frisbee™ golf and hockey, 
all highlighted the activities. 

Contest winners included: Poster Contest: 1. 
Sabre Billie, 2. Eliza Billie, 3. Fes Gopher; Essay 
Contest: 1. River Dillon, 2. Savanna Tiger, 3. Sarah 
Osceola; Best Decorated Department Door: BC Trib- 
al Council Office; Best Decorated 
Department Float: BC Tribal 
Council Office. 

The week commemorates the 
sacrifices made in the battle 
against illegal drug use in Ameri- 
ca. Its purpose and goals are to 
seek commitments for drug pre- 
vention and to educate and inspire 
for drug free communities. 

Community resident Mike 
Onco said he and wife, Jamie, 
have faced and overcome their 
own ups and downs involving 
alcohol. He said they both, now 
sober, have turned their lives 
around participating in their first 
parade this year. 

“It is a lot different now ... 

We did it for our kids,” Onco said. 

“Basically, now we try to keep 
ourselves busy.” 

Onco explained that the 
change has been significant from a 
health and fitness standpoint. 

“I feel better health wise,” he 
said. “I have more energy and I am 
able to get more things done now.” 

Tribal citizen and aspiring 
hip-hop emcee Stephen Billie also 
has faced and conquered many 
demons. Bouts with drug and alco- 
hol abuse have affected his views 
on life at an early age. 

“It is a blessing that I am still 
alive here today,” Billie openly 
expressed. “I know I could easily 
be dead.” 

A performance by Oklahoma 
natives and Pawnee-Seminole 
Nation motivational speakers, per- 
formers and DJs Brian Frejo and 
sister, Happy, helped end the 
week. 

“The power of the vision and 
making good choices for yourself 
and seeing those choices clearly to 


achieve your goals are important,” Brian Frejo said. 
“The enemy of drugs is attacking our communities 
and it is time to step up and fight it.” 

“I told myself I am going to do something differ- 
ent and I made the choice to be drug and alcohol free,” 
he added. 

National Red Ribbon Week takes place Oct. 23- 
31 each year. Founded in 1985 it celebrates the life 
and legacy of Drug Enforcement Administration agent 
Enrique “Kiki” Camarena. While working undercover 
in Mexico, the 37-year-old investigated a major drug 
cartel, believed to include members of the Mexican 
army, police and government. He was kidnapped, tor- 
tured and murdered. 

In honor of Camarena’s memory and his battle 
against illegal drugs, friends and neighbors began to 
wear red badges of satin each year. Coalitions then 
began to form elsewhere modeling and embracing his 
belief that one person can make a difference. These 
coalitions also adopted the symbol of Camarena’s 
memory — a red ribbon. 

For more information, please log on to 
www.nfp.org/redribbon.htm. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

The first place door, created by the Big Cypress Tribal Council Office. 
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Entertainer Happy Frejo (C) talks to Immokalee youth about drug and alcohol awareness. 
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Unity in the Community to Combat Drug Use 

Immokalee Commemorates Red Ribbon Week 




BY JUD Y WEEK S 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — Unseasonable rain s didn’t 
dampen the spirits of the Immokalee community as 
they adjusted their schedule to celebrate Red Ribbon 
Week. Originally planned to encompass a week of fam- 
ily events, changes were made to include the following 
week with the overwhelming support of the communi- 
ty. 

The Family Services Dept, hosted an Open 
House/Kick Off Luncheon on Oct. 20 with 90 adults in 
attendance. 

Although Family Services has occupied its new 
facilities for more than one year, they never officially 
held an Open House to welcome the Immokalee resi- 
dents. Site Supervisor Annette Fiedler introduced her- 
self and discussed the mission of her department and 
the various aspects of its resources. 

Prevention Specialist Fred Mullins outlined his 
service programs and extended an invitation to attend 
the numerous family events planned for Red Ribbon 
Week. 


“Our theme is ‘Unity in the Community Against 
Drugs.’ ” Mullins said. “The purpose of Red Ribbon 
Week 2008 in Immokalee is to create positive family 
memories which help to shape our future.” 

“Family Services is more than a crisis department,” 
continued Mullins. “Like the Seminole Police Depart- 
ment, our doors are open 24 hours a day/seven days a 
week. We are just a phone call away and prepared to 
assist your needs in an efficient and confidential man- 
ner at all times.” 

Speaking on behalf of the Health Dept., Shannon 
Brown reiterated Mullins’ open door policy and point- 
ed out that when it comes to health, prevention is a pos- 
itive road toward a successful lifestyle. 

Seminole Police Department (SPD) Chief William 
Latchford talked about the founding and purpose of 
Red Ribbon Week. 

“SPD is committed to joining you in taking a 
stand against drugs and alcohol,” he said. “Red 
Ribbon Week offers awareness, but we are pre- 
pared to join you in the year round fight for a drug 
and alcohol free community.” 

Despite the cancellation of the planned out- 
door activities due to rain, community members 
rallied at the gym on Oct. 22. Wearing their red 
Hawaiian shirts, they created a formidable army 
as they marched through the reservation deliver- 
ing a message of hope, responsibility and zero 
tolerance for drug, alcohol and physical abuse. 

Ribbons, bearing the names of lost loved 
ones, adorned the remembrance cross in front of 
the youth center offering a sober reminder of the 
casualties of the battle being fought daily against 
abuse. Participants lined up to sign the pledge 
banner on the wall of the gym as they volunteered 
to join the fight. 

Tribal elder Louise Motlow talked about the 
importance of building a strong drug and alcohol 
free future for the Seminole Tribe. She then 
offered a prayer of strength for her fellow Tribal 
citizens. 

Immokalee Council Liaison Elaine Aguilar 
said: “Our ancestors committed their lives to 
making it possible for you to be here today. Now 
you must make that same commitment for your 
children and grandchildren.” 

Brighton Tribal citizen Norman “Skeeter” 
Bowers was guest speaker for the occasion. He 
provided a very graphic and emotional testimony 
about the life of despair that accompanies drug 
and alcohol abuse. 

“Drug counseling, rehab and the strong sup- 


port of family and community have helped me turn my 
life around,” he said. “My message for you is that life 
is filled with the unexpected. We must learn to adapt in 
order to continue on the right path. Don’t be afraid to 
ask for help.” 

The gym was converted into a twilight stage for a 
special concert by Brian and Happy Frejo and their 
band. Native Americans of Seminole/Pawnee descent, 
they have left a tremendous footprint on the entertain- 
ment industry. 

Brian Frejo was an event coordinator at the 2008 
Gathering of Nations and is well known for his rap 
music in Native American society. A founder of the 
Happy Soul Project, actress, singer, dancer and film 
maker, Happy Frejo spent time interacting with the 
Immokalee youth and then joined her group in making 
a lasting impression on the entire community. 

Special hand-decorated cakes, carrying a Red Rib- 
bon theme, were donated by community members in 
support of the objectives of the week-long celebration. 
The ladies offered their culinary accomplishments for 
dessert at the community dinner. 

A highlight of the Red Ribbon activities was the 
appearance by SPD Officer 
Tom Faherty playing the 
character “Bologna Hawk,” 
the fictitious brother of 
Tony Hawk. Hiding behind 
a screen, Faherty used his 
arms for legs and allowed 
someone else to be his 
hands. The result was a 
very short skateboarder 
with limited control of his 
limbs. As he talked about 
important issues to the chil- 
dren, his hands attempted to 
feed him and he hung ten 
on a skateboard. The hilari- 
ous results had the audience 
of all ages rolling with 
laughter. 

Guest speaker at the 
Seminoles in Recovery 
Community Dinner, Family 
Services Dept. Director 
Helene Buster spoke briefly 
about the downward spiral- 
ing path to destruction 
before outlining the map of 
the highway to a successful 
recovery. Giving special 
recognition to those who have achieved recovery, she 
congratulated their continued efforts and emphasized 
the importance of family and community support. 

A Glow Dodge Ball tournament and pizza party 
took place at the gym for the Immokalee youth. With 
Jedi Knight lightsabers introducing a special twist to 
the tournament, the youngsters worked hard to win. 
Fred Mullins made an animated presentation following 
the game and the youngsters made some insightful 
observations about the goals of Red Ribbon Week. The 
Immokalee Recreation Dept, provided hockey tickets to 
an Everblades game for each of the participants. 

Immokalee Seminole Ranch sponsored a raffle 
with tickets being distributed at the various events 
throughout the week. Awards went to the first three 
tickets drawn at the Grande Family Finale Dinner. 


Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Raymond Yzaguirre and Cassandra Jimmie lead the Red Rib- 
bon March. 


Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Dennis Gonzales, Susan Davis, Jillian Rodriguez, Rhonda Nunez, Alicia Gamez and 
Juanita Martinez show off the beautiful cakes that they prepared for Red Ribbon Week in 
Immokalee. 
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Eric Bricker 

(L-R) Family Services Dept. Prevention Outreach Worker Jodi King, Norman Bowers and Brian Frejo. 


Bowers, Trejo Connect on Youth Prevention 
During Red Ribbon Week Festivities 


BY ERIC BRICKER 
Family Services Dept. 

Native American performer and motivational 
speaker, Brian Frejo (Seminole/Pawnee) came to the 
Brighton, Immokalee, and Big Cypress Reservations 
during Red Ribbon Week, Oct 20-24. Frejo’s unique 
blend of urban hip hop DJ skills, coupled with his cul- 
tural anti-drug motivational message, made him a natu- 
ral choice to participate in Red Ribbon Week. 

Tribal citizen Norman Bowers first suggested Frejo 
as a candidate for Red Ribbon Week earlier this year. 

Like a professional tour manager, Bowers gathered 
support from the Brighton Tribal Council Rep. Roger 
Smith’s office, Chairman Mitchell Cypress, the 
Immokalee Youth Ranch, the Big Cypress Recreation 
Dept., and the Family Services Dept, in order to plan 
the engagements, which would also include perform- 
ances by Tribal citizen and rapper, Stephen “SCB” Bil- 
lie. 

Frejo spent four days in Florida for Red Ribbon 
Week. During his stay, he met with students at the 
Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School in Brighton, and 


with students from the Ahfachkee School in Big 
Cypress. He also performed for the Brighton, 
Immokalee and BC communities. 

On Oct. 21, staff members transformed the Big 
Cypress gymnasium into a Los Angeles-style night club 
with the assistance of light and sound system experts, 
Kenny Jo Davis and Gabriel Acosta. Frejo rocked the 
gym with his unique DJ style of Native-inspired bass 
rhythms, while “SCB” mesmerized fans with his 
dynamic stage presence and lyrical magic. 

True to the spirit of Red Ribbon Week, SCB’s orig- 
inal raps contain messages of regret from his turbulent 
past, and the painful loss of close friends and family 
due to substance abuse. 

The evening ended with performances by Frejo’s 
sister, Happy, a singer/songwriter and professional 
dancer. She played some original music before coming 
out onto the dance floor to interact with some of the 
Tribal youth. 

Bowers, a strong believer in youth prevention, was 


highly motivated to contribute to Red Ribbon Week’s 
event line-up. He openly chronicled some of his trou- 
bles as a youth, and he shared his concerns about some 
of the young Tribal citizens currently experiencing the 
same kinds of problems he experienced in the past. 

“There’s a lot of peer pressure, and that’s where we 
lose kids through drinking and using drugs,” Bowers 
said. “They start missing out on school and they don’t 
follow their dreams.” 

He said this very issue sparked his interest in get- 
ting Frejo to bring his powerful messages to the Semi- 
nole Tribe’s events. 

Frejo grew up in a suburb of Oklahoma City, off of 
the reservation. Throughout his childhood, his father 
worked in the T-shirt vending business and Frejo would 
travel with him to the various pow-wows and other 
events where his father would sell shirts. 

As a result, Frejo observed pow-wow dancing at a 
very early age, and found that he could easily perform 
in front of an audience. During that time he said he 
experienced his calling to become a performer. 

“We have dreams and visions for a reason,” he 
said. “Young people need to know that this is part of our 
culture, and they need to pay attention to these 
things.” 

Frejo’s youth was filled with many chal- 
lenges, including seeing the effects of alco- 
holism both in his community, and within his 
own family. He said he watched a lot of young 
people in his community turn to drinking and 
drugs. 

However, Frejo said he persevered 
because he somehow knew abusing alcohol 
and drugs would rob him of his opportunity to 
follow his dreams of becoming a professional 
entertainer. During his senior year of high 
school, his parents divorced as a result of his 
father’s drinking. Brian recognized this as yet 
another sign that alcohol could only bring him 
down. 

Frejo now describes himself as a “cycle 
breaker.” 

“If 1 had made the choice to abuse alcohol, 
1 would not be here now,” he said. 

After high school, Frejo went to the Uni- 
versity of Oklahoma, where he studied acting. 

“ft took me four years to get my first act- 
ing job on ‘Unsolved Mysteries,’ but it finally 
happened,” Frejo said of his first appearance 
on a major television show. 

He went on to get acting roles in the film s 
“Last of the Mohicans,” “Under Siege” and 
“Geronimo.” 

“1 was always proud to identify myself as 
a Native actor, just like 1 am proud to identify 
myself as a Native DJ,” Frejo said of his career 
path. 

Upon returning to his community from 
filming “Last of the Mohicans,” Frejo accepted 
a speaking engagement from some students at 
a local school, saying “that was the first time 
that 1 realized that 1 could be a role model.” As 
time passed, Frejo said he realized he had an 
important message he needed to address to the 
young people of his community. 

He described an event that took place in high 
school when he had an altercation with his basketball 
coach. The coach benched Frejo during a tournament 
due to favoritism shown to some of the far-less talented 
players on the team. He said he felt compelled to walk 
off the team. 

Upon explaining this to his father, Frejo said his 
dad stated simply: “Anyone can just quit.” Despite his 
father’s drinking problems, Frejo said he could respect 
the point that his father made, so he stayed on the team. 
He said he learned from the experience that success 
would require perseverance. 

“Live your life doing what you love to do and no 
one can take that from you,” Frejo said. 

In 2000, he founded his company, Created for 
Greatness and Culture Shock Camp. Since that time, 
Frejo has performed at nearly 200 Indian reservations 
and urban Indian communities in addition to numerous 
colleges and Native American conferences. 



| BRIGHTON 



Pemayetv Emahakv Red 
Ribbon Week Door 
Decorating Contest 

Mrs. Sarah Williams’ fourth grade class won the Pemayetv 
Emahakv Charter School Red Ribbon “Say No to Drugs” door 
decorating contest. 

The class enjoyed a pizza party as part of their prize. 

This year’s national Red Ribbon Week campaign theme was 
“Ask Me, See Me, Be Me, 1 am Drug Free.” 


Michele Thomas 

The winning class: [Left Side, Standing, L-R) Drayton Billie, Martina 
Herrera, Josh Madrigal, [Kneeling, L-R) Demetruis Clark, Odessa King, 
Jaden Puente, Crysten Smith, [Right Side, Standing, L-R) Kelton Smed- 
ley, Courtney Gore, Erik Garcia. 




Call to make an appointment with 
your Mercedes-Benz Specialist 

Giovanni Vargas 
954 - 260-0232 

Mercedes-Benz 
of Miami 

444 NW 165th Street 
Miami, Florida 33169 

www.mercedesbenzofmiami.com 
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Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Esmeralda Billie and Cassandra Jimmie steal the show at 
the Immokalee Halloween Party. 



Judy Weeks 

Candace May Davis transformed into a beautiful lady bug. 



The Immokalee preschoolers trick-or-treat at the Administration Building. 



OkwInihiH 1 . H 


Bring this ad ior a special disc hunt! 

IStofe Hours: Mon - Frr 9 00am -6:0Gpm Saturday 9.0Cam-5:0Csim Closed Sunday 



P.J. Rodriguez scratches his head as he tries to decide which one of these laughing strangers is his mother. 





* Immokalee 


Continued from page 1 


niest: 1. Rick Burgess-Old Lady, 2. Susan Davis- 
Homey, 3. Gabe Acosta- Pimp; Best Costume Over- 
all: 1. Patrick Peck-Dr. Brown, 2. Juanita Martinez- 
Evil Clown, 3. Ali Colon-Persaud-Sexy Pirate. 

A community pumpkin carving contest drew 
contestants of all ages. Entries varied from the tra- 
ditional jack-o-lantem style to some very compli- 
cated scenes carved into the pumpkin’s surface. The 
more sophisticated artists made use of makeup, hats 
and jewelry in their original creations. 

The 1 0 preschool entries in the pumpkin carv- 
ing contest were all determined to be first place win- 
ners in their category. Ages 5-10: 1. Marina Garcia, 

2. Crystal Garcia, 3. K.J. Davis; Ages 11-13: 1. 
Alexis Jimmie, 2. Jade Tapia, 3. Vanessa Billie; 
Ages 14-17: 1. Cassandra Jimmie, 2. Jessica Osce- 
ola, 3. Mela Billie; Ages 18-54: 1. Susan Davis, 2. 
Noemi Escobar, 3. Cecelia Pequeno; Seniors: 1. 
Nancy Motlow. 

The parking lot of the Administration Building 
was converted into a Trunk or Treat extravaganza 
on the afternoon of Nov. 1 , prior to the Halloween 
Bash at the Gym. Trick-or-treaters filled their sacks 
to overflowing in typical Halloween fashion. 

Later that evening, the partygoers slipped into 
the ethereal world of the unknown. Mustering their 
courage, they made their way through the haunted 
entrance of the gymnasium into the smoke filled, 
strobe lighted cavern full of spider webs, skeletons, bats 
and monsters. 

Activity booths lined the walls with air brush tat- 
toos, face painting, balloon characters, photo dog tags, 
arts and crafts and a magician. Elaborately decorated 
alcoves provided a background for numerous photo 
opportunities. 

Beautiful, creative entries in the cake decorating 
contest filled three long tables and drew a lot of interest 
as the crowd awaited the results: 1. Three tiered jack-o- 


Judy Weeks 

This adorable little pink poodle is Denise Gonzales. 


Judy Weeks 

Nehemiah Persaud yells “Moo” to the audience, and takes first 
place for the cutest little cow in his herd. 


lantern and spider laden tower by Juanita Martinez, 2. 
Charlie Brown’s Halloween by Sylvia Marrero, 3. 
Laughing clown by Vanessa Aguilar, 4. Black cat by 
Susan Davis. 

The Immokalee 4-H Program held a 50/50 raffle to 
benefit their projects. Mondo Nunez won the grand 
prize. 

This year’s Halloween costume contest was divid- 
ed into four categories with six age groups in each. The 
costumes ranged from store bought to homemade and 
demonstrated a great deal of ingenious creativity. 

Meanwhile, the seniors took advantage of the cur- 
rent political atmosphere and gave the politicians a run 
for their money. The costumes that brought the biggest 
laughs were the little calf, a construction worker in the 
port-a-john and a buxom housewife. Among the most 
decorative were the Aztec princess, Little Bo-Peep, a 
miniature pink poodle, a lady bug and a gossamer but- 
terfly. The costume contest winners were as follows: 
Cutest 

0-3: Boys: 1. Nehemiah Persaud, 2. Gage Osceola, 
3. Jayden Garza; Girls: 1 . Missy Mata, 2. Ali Mclnturff, 
3. Hayden Alvarado; 4-7: Boys: 1. K.J. Davis, 2. 
Ahmad Cummings; Girls: 1. Caniah Aguilar, 2. Makay- 
la Mata, 3. Candace Mae Davis; 8-12: Boys: 1 . Jon Jim- 
mie, 2. Edward Aguilar, 3. Jon Davis; Girls: 1. Cartaya 
Aguilar, 2. Destinee Jimmie, 3. Lauren Posada; 13-17: 
Girls: 1. Mela Billie, 2. Cassandra Jimmie; 18-54: Men: 

1. Manuel Garza, 2. Randy Osceola, 3. Juan Tapia; 
Women: 1. Crystal Garza 2. Josie Davis, 3. Ali Colon- 
Persaud; 55 and Older: 1. Mary Sanchez, 2. Martha Bil- 
lie. 

Funniest 

0-3: Boys: 1. Josiah Arteaga; Girls: 1. Madison 
Martiniez, 2. Gia Jackson, 3. Denise Gonzales; 4-7: 
Girls: 1. Shyanna Escobar; 8-12: Boys: 1. Jon Jimmie, 

2. Kenny Joe Davis Jr., 3. Jon Davis; Girls: 1. Vanessa 
Billie, 2. Alexis Jimmie, 3. Ashley Faz; 13-17: Boys: 1. 
Christopher Briscoll; Girls: 1. Cassandra Jimmie, 2. 
Mela Billie; 18-54: Men: 1. Kenny Joe Davis Sr., 2 
Randy Osceola; Women: 1. Susan Davis, 2. Amy 
Garza, 3. Nina Frias; Seniors: 1. Nancy Motlow, 2. 
Martha Billie, 3. Alice Clay. 

Scariest 

0-3: Boys: 1. Noe Arteaga, 2. Angelo Colon Jr., 3. 
Pedro Martinez; Girls: 1. Kenna Martinez, 2. Denise 
Gonzales, 3. Gia Jackson; 4-7: Boys: 1. Carlito 
Bermudez, 2. K. J. Davis, 3. Kaden Grimaldo; Girls: 1. 

Shyanna Escobar, 2. Carleze 
Bermudez, 3. Jaliyah Arteaga; 8-12: 
Boys: 1. Kenny Joe Davis Jr., 2. 
Damian Escobar, 3. Ethan Aguilar; 
Girls: 1. Gherri Osceola, 2. Ashley 
Faz; 13-17: Boys: 1. Christopher 
Briscoll; Girls: 1. Jessica Osceola, 2. 
Mela Billie, 3. Jessica Lopez; 18-54: 
Men: 1. Kenny Davis, 2. Allen Mcln- 
turff, 3. Peter Martinez; Women: 1. 
Cecelia Pequeno, 2. Lorena Arteaga, 
3. Susan Davis. Seniors: 1. Delores 
Jumper, 2. Alice Billie, 3. Rachel 
Billie. 

Most Creative 

0-3: Boys: 1. Pedro Martinez; 
Girls: 1. Remey Rodriguez, 2. 
Jaleeza Clay, 3. Denise Gonzales; 4- 
7: Boys: 1. K. J. Davis, 2. Ezekial 
Roberts; Girls: 1. Randean Osceola; 
8-12: Boys: 1. Damian Escobar, 2. 
Jonah Alvarado; Girls: 1. Randee 
Osceola, 2. Destinee Jimmie, 3. 
Aaliyah Mora; 13-17: Boys: 1. 
Spencer Jock, 2. Christopher 
Briscoll; Girls: 1. Cassandra Jimmie, 
2. Whitney Osceola, 3. Jessica Osce- 
ola; 18-54: Women: 1. Sylvia Mar- 
rero, 2. Susan Davis; Seniors: 1. 
Martha Billie, 2. Nancy Motlow. 


Judy Weeks 

(L-R) Seniors Nancy Motlow and Rachel Billie hand out cupcakes to the preschool- 
ers at their Halloween party. 
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Hollywood Commemorates Halloween Holiday 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Hollywood community 
held their annual Halloween Fall Festival on the ball 
field on Oct. 3 1 . 

Among the festivities, a costume contest and 
pumpkin carving contest took place. The Recreation 
Dept, continued with the camival-theme with a haunt- 
ed house set up at the Teen Center. Other activities 
included a dunk tank, old fashioned trailer jail and a 
hay ride. 

Hollywood departments also joined in on the fun 
setting up different booths holding various activities 
for the children. 


Hollywood Halloween Contest Results 

Costume Contest 

Ages 0-1 : Scariest: 1 . Eva-Ray Stewart, 2. Betty-Lynn 
Osceola, 3. Presleigh Osceola-Hahn; Prettiest: 1. Xiya 
Osceola, 2. Tiyanni Anderson, 3. Maya Bowers; Most Orig- 
inal: 1. Chloe Huggins, 2. Christian Shaffer, 3. Anthony 
Gopher Osceola; Princess: Mary Sallly Osceola, Prince: 
Hinton Anderson Jr. 

Ages 2-5: Scariest: 1. Sugar Foot Stewart, 2. Franklin 
Primeaux, 3.Theron Osceola; Prettiest: 1 . Bailey Latchford, 

2. Mary Cypress, 3. Petra Battiest; Most Original: 1 . Clarice 
DeMayo, 2. Alyssa Jean Bowers, 3. Rainbow Jackson; 
Princess: Jahniyah Henry, Prince: David Merrick Nelson. 

Ages 6-9: Scariest: 1 . Brent Frank, 2. Elizabeth Frank, 

3. Kyriel Josh; Prettiest: 1. Xiora Osceola, 2. Kaiya Drake, 
3. Raylene Stewart; Most Original: 1. Grant Osceola, 2. 
Teijo Smith, 3. Sheldon Osceola; Princess: Skyla Osceola, 
Prince: Julian Bonilla. 

Ages 10-12: Scariest: 1. Daniel Rodriguez, 2. Tyson 
Osceola, 3. Terrell Primeaux; Prettiest: 1. Raevin Frank, 2. 
Tia Billie, 3. Leisset Baker; Most Original: 1. Kenzie Mot- 
low, 2. Carson Knaby, 3. Marsha Osceola; Princess: Jade 
Young, Prince: Donte Tiger. 

Ages 13-15: Scariest: 1. Jonathan Frank, 2. Kaylan 
Osceola, 3. Dominique Motlow; Most Original: 1. Justin 
Frank, 2. Maleah Isaac; Princess: Ariah Osceola, Prince: 
Trevor Osceola 

Ages 16-17: Princess: Braudie Billie, Prince: Roy 
Stewart. 

Ages 1 8-49: Scariest: 1 . Ashley Harjo, 2. Mary Ann 
Doctor, 3. Lee Stewart; Prettiest: 1 . Tasha Osceola, 2. (tie) 
Michelle Doctor and Symphoni Jumper, 4. Sherri Micco; 
Most Original: 1. Spencer Battiest, 2. Steve Osceola, 3. 
Max Osceola III; Princess: Francine Osceola, Prince: Bobby 
Frank. 

Ages 50 and Older: Scariest: 1 . Lawanna Osceola, 2. 
Mabel Doctor, 3. Agnes Motlow; Prettiest: 1 . Maydell Osce- 
ola; Most Original: 1. Ruggy Jumper, 2. Joe Dan Osceola, 
3. Paul Buster; Princess: Cornelia Osceola, Prince: 
Lawrence Osceola; Queen Cross-Dresser: Leslie Osceola; 
King Cross-Dresser: Jackie Osceola. 

Pumpkin Carving Contest 

Youth: 1 7 and Yonger: 1 . Letitia Foster, 2. Justin Frank, 
3. Jonathan Frank; Adult: 18-49: 1. Natoshia Osceola, 2. 
Matthew Osceola, 3. Allison Osceola; Seniors: 50 and 
Older: 1. Cornelia Osceola, 2. Elsie Bowers, 3. Maydell 
Osceola. 



Marisol Gonzalez 


(L-R) Scarlett Jumper, third place, Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr., 
Lawanna Osceola Niles, second place, and Maydell Osceola, first place winner in the 
senior women’s costume contest. 



Marisol Gonzalez 


Community members travel on the hay ride at the annual Fall Festival. 



Marisol Gonzalez 

First place in the prettiest category for the 10- 
12 age group, Raevin Frank. 



Marisol Gonzalez 

Lawrence Osceola places first in both the cos- 
tume and pumpkin carving contests, held at the 
Senior Center. 



Marisol Gonzalez 

Presleigh Osceola-Hahn, who placed third in the scariest infant category, with mom, Mercedes. 



Wilmeth DeHass competes and takes first place in the senior Pie Eating Contest. 



Marisol Gonzalez 


Spencer Battiest, winner of most original in the 18-49. 


Seniors Halloween Party 

Hollywood Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. joined 
dozens of seniors for their annual Halloween party at 
the Senior Center on Oct. 30. 

The festivities included a costume contest, pumpkin 
carving contest and a pie eating contest. Between con- 
tests the seniors played bingo, received door prizes and 
had lunch. 

Winners were: Costume Contest: Men: 1 . Lawrence 
Osceola, 2. Joe Dan Osceola, 3. Wilmeth DeHass; 
Women: 1 . Maydell Osceola, 2. Lawanna Osceola-Niles, 
3. Scarlett Jumper; Participation: Dorothy Tucker.; 
Pumpkin Carving Contest: Men: 1 . Lawrence Osceola, 

2. Joe Dan Osceola, 3. Paul Buster; Women: 1 . Cornelia 
Osceola, 2. Bobbie Billie, 3. Juanita Osceola; Participa- 
tion: Wilmeth DeHass, Johnny Tucker, Elsie Bowers, 
Maydell Osceola, Dorothy Tucker and Rusty Tiger; Pie 
Eating Contest: Men: 1 . Wilmeth DeHass, 2. Paul Buster, 

3. Jimmie Osceola; Women: 1 . Lawanna Osceola-Niles, 
2. Jennie Billie, 3. Juanita Osceola. 

Preschoolers Celebrates Halloween 

The Hollywood preschoolers celebrated Halloween 
while trick-or-treating and clowning around with Ooop- 
sy the Clown on Oct. 31 . 

The preschool children, led by their teachers, first 
visited the Hollywood Gym, and then made their way to 
the auditorium lobby. They collected many treats from 
various Hollywood departments. The children donned 
their finest costumes, ranging from princesses and 
princes to superheroes and movie characters, to com- 
memorate the holiday. 

Later that afternoon, they gathered for a preschool 
Halloween party with Ooopsy the Clown. 



(954) 436-9905 

4101 Dnvic- Rond Ext. - Davie 

www.BrowardMoforsports.com 
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After each entrant finished decorating their pumpkin, they lined them up for judging in either the 0-5, 6-10 or 11-17 age categories. Lazzlow Billie, Gloria Brooks and Sabre Billie took the top spots, respectively. 


Big Cypress Youngsters Participate in Annual Halloween Pumpkin Painting Contest 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Stann Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Community 
youth got a chance to test their decorating 
and painting skills and have some fun 
Oct. 30. 

Youth and teens, ages 3-17, came out 
to the Herman Osceola Gym for the annu- 
al Pumpkin Painting Contest. The contest 
featured three age categories with prizes 
awarded to the top three contestants. 

Megan Otero said she was definitely 
surprised to hear her son, Lazzlow Billie, 
3, came in first place in his division. 

“I knew he was athletic and could 
run and stuff, but I had no idea he was 
artistic also,” Otero said. “I am so proud 
of him.” 

Third grader Kevin Ivy also partici- 
pated along with his little sister, Kamari, 
a kindergartener. He painted his pumpkin 
as a clown. 

“I enjoyed painting and it was really 
fun,” Ivy said. 

The Pumpkin Painting Contest 
results were as follows: Ages 0-5: 1. Laz- 
zlow Billie, 2. Isadora Jumper, 3. Harmo- 
ny Cypress; Ages 6-10: 1. Gloria Brooks, 
Chris c. Jenkins 2. Shana Balentine, 3. Eyanna Billie; 
Second place winner in the 11-17 age category, Kaitlin Osceola, puts on the finishing touches. Ages 11-17: 1. Sabre Billie, 2. Kaitlin 

Osceola, 3. Rashaun Jim. 




Chris C. Jenkins 

First grader Elise Brown concentrates on decorating. 
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Buy a 2009 Seminole Hard 
Rock Girl Calendar and 
Make a Difference for 
Charity During the Holidays! 

Tampa, FL - Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino announced 
today that proceeds from calendar sales at the 2008 Seminole 
Hard Rock Girls Calendar Launch Signing will benefit The 
Spring Of Tampa Bay. Calendars are $1 0 launch day only and 
the party is from 1 pm - 8 pm Monday, December 1st at the 
Lobby Bar. All the girls featured in the calendar will be on hand 
to sign the calendar and also take photos with guests. 

Join the 2009 Seminole Hard Rock Girls at the Lobby Bar and 
help us sell their third annual calendar - all for a great cause! 
After launch day, the calendar goes to normal retail price of 
$14.99 and can be purchased exclusively at the Seminole 
Hard Rock Retail Store. You can also see the girls at various 
community events throughout the year. For more information, 
please call Gina at 813.627.7771 or 813.695.4819. 

About The Spring of Tampa Bay: 

The Spring aims to be the premier provider of domestic vio- 
lence services and a positive force for social change, creating 
a ‘zero tolerance’ attitude toward domestic violence in Hills- 
borough County. Since 1977, The Spring has provided sanc- 
tuary and services to more than 30,000 abused adults and 
their children. The Spring is the largest of Florida’s 41 certified 
domestic violence shelters and the first in the United States to 
have an accredited school on site. 


About the 2009 Seminole Hard Rock Girls Calendar: The 

2009 calendar was shot on site at Seminole Hard Rock in 
Tampa. The team that put the entire calendar together includ- 
ing hair/makeup, styling and photography is comprised of tal- 
ented artists and Seminole Hard Rock Tampa staff including 
Chad Martel, Leticia Cline, Kristina Adams, Travis Kelly, 1 Trick 
Pony Creative Agency, and Robyn Ashford Macy, owner and 
founder of Vin T Bikinis. All the bikinis in the calendar are cus- 
tom-made from Seminole Hard Rock Tampa T-shirts. All the 
ladies featured in this tasteful calendar which is themed 
“Queens of Rock,” playing off of a card theme, are Seminole 
Hard Rock Tampa employees. 

About Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino, Tampa: Semi- 
nole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino in Tampa, Fla. is Florida’s ulti- 
mate entertainment destination with 170, 000 square feet of 
non-stop gaming action casino featuring Blackjack, Texas 
Hold ‘Em Bonus, Asia Poker, Baccarat, Pai Gow Poker, 3 Card 
Poker, Let it Ride Poker and Mini Baccarat now in play along 
with 3,200 of the most popular slot machines plus Florida’s 
largest and smoke-free poker room, with 50 live action tables 
dedicated to Texas Hold ‘em, Omaha Hi-Lo and Seven Card 
Stud. For the third year in a row, the American Automobile 
Association (AAA) has awarded this 250-luxury room hotel its 
prestigious Four Diamond rating. Enjoy a variety of critically- 
acclaimed restaurants and bars, including Tampa’s premier 
steak house Council Oak Steaks & Seafood and Fresh Harvest 
for a seven live-action kitchen dining experience. Garage 
parking is free and valet parking is also available. The hotel & 
casino is located off 1-4 at North Orient Road and Hillsborough 
Avenue, between 1-75 and 1-275, about 10 minutes east of 
downtown Tampa. For more information, call 813-627- 
R0CK(7625), 1-800-937-0010 or visit www.hardrockhotel- 
casinotamoa.com . 
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Criminal Defense 


DU I 
VOP 

Felony & Misdemeanor 
Domestic Violence 
Family Law 
Child Support 
Traffic Tickets 


606 West Sugarland Hwy. 
Clewiston. Florida 


The Law Office of 

Joseph “Jody” M. Hendry, II 

863-983-LAWS (5297) 



Premium Seating For 
All Local & National Events 

Concerts ★ Sports ★ Theatre 

For All Events Call: 

(305) 444-TIXX (8499) (800) 881-8499 
Visit us at: www.preferredultimate.com 


Happy with our Entertainment Service? 
Try our Full Travel Service 

Cruises Hotels ^ Airlines 

J05-445- 6566 or (866)445-6566 
Visit us at: www.preferredultimatetravel.com 


Upcoming Events: 

Buzz Bake Sale 
Jars of Clay 
Michael McDonald 
Jim Bel ush i/Sac red Heart 
Mixed Fighting Alliance 
Yl 00 Jingle Ball 
AC/DC 
Jay Leno 
WWE Raw Live 
Billy Joel 

Ringling Bros Circus 
Celine Dion 
Eagles 

Rod Stewart 
Miami Heat 
Miami Dolphins 
Orange Bowl Game 
BCS Championship Game 


We Deliver - All Major Credit Cards Accepted 
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Announcements D 


HAPPY BIRTHDAYS 



Happy birthday Josie! 

Love, 

Mom & Dad 


Happy birthday to Miss Lila Jean Osceola on Nov. 21. 
Well, you’re how old? Just kidding! 

You and I have always been best friends. You’re real and 
that is why they be hatin’. Live your life. You deserve to be 
happy. I love you truly and always remember as time passes 
on, wounds heal. 

Much love, Your sis, 

Carolee Anderson 


Happy birthday to my mom, Terrijo Nelson. Mom, I 
wanted to do something real special for you and let the (954), 
(863) and (941) area codes know just how special you are to 
me. 

My mom is the greatest and she amazes me every day of 
my life. She is a wonderful grandmother on top of being my 
best friend and my mother. I have thanked God every night for 
you since I was 4 years old and you’re always in my prayers. I 
love you, Mom. I love you! 

Love always, Your daughter, 

“Care Bear” (Carolee Anderson) 


Happy birthday to my grandma, Terrijo Nelson. I love 
you very much. You’re the best grandma ever! 


Love, 

Ricky Williams 


NEW KID 
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JOB ANNOUNCEMENT 


Attention All Seminole Tribal Members: 

The TribaL Clerk is Looking, for an Assistant Who has the 

Following. Characteristics: 

• Self- motivated, reliable, and have the ability to independently carry out policies and procedures 

within assigned areas of responsibility 
• Ability to maintain records and ensure their confidentiality 
• Ability to proofread, research files, and logically organize information 
• Must have a high school diploma, college degree preferred; or any equivalent combination of 
education, training, and experience 

• Excellent organizational and interpersonal skills including English written and verbal communica- 

tion proficiency 
• Must be able to travel 

If this sounds like you, and you are interested in a full-time 
position, please contact Tribal Clerk Mercedes Osceola-Hahn at 
(954) 966-6300, Ext. 11162 


CLASSIFIED ADS 



Francoise’s Barbershop 

6782 Stirling Road, Hollywood, Fla. 33024 
(954) 987-1309, (954) 471-2469 

Where everyone is welcome. Skin fade, fade, layer cut, flat top, uni- 
sex color, highlights, correction haircut, kids and seniors. Enjoy the 
best old fashioned hot shave in town! European facial, waxing, $25 
spa pedicure and manicure combo. 


Get Out of Jail Fast! Call 
Myma Loy (954) 583-9119. 
Tribal dividends, MasterCard 
and Visa accepted. 24 hours • 
Speedy Release • Professional 
Service - 1128 NW 31st St., Ft. 
Lauderdale, FL 33311 


Quality Miniature Horses for SALE at Reasonable Prices 

All ages and colors 

Paddock Farm s is located in Okeechobee next to the Ag. Center 
Call (863) 634-1438 for more info, 

Or visit paddockfarmsminiaturehorses.com 


POEMS 


Remember Who You Are 

The Seminole Tribe will always be a powerful 
force, 

For those who have gone astray, 
please come back to the source. 

Never forget who you are. 

It’s good to learn new things. 

But don’t let your heart stray too far. 

Never be ashamed of your own kind. 

Just lend a helping hand, and everything will be just 
fine. 

They say we are successful, but I sometimes doubt. 

I get sad when I think about the language, and 
“maybe” the blood is dying out. 

Let’s all come together. 

And show the young ones, that we can remain this 
way forever. 

Our hearts are so strong I can feel their power. 

Let’s all take a step forward, and let the Seminole 
Tribe bloom like a beautiful flower. 

The voice of the Unconquered can be heard any- 
where. 

But please, don’t go to the white man’s newspaper, 
and put our people out there. 

Let’s keep this amongst our people. 

And don’t you ever forget, as Seminoles we are all 
equal. 

Take heed to the powerful voice of a Seminole war- 
rior. 


Last of a dying breed, 
Myron Cypress 
Otter Clan 



Native Pride 

The way of the warrior is the only life I know. 

The life of the struggle, 

Ain’t nothing new to a Seminole. 

The love for our people is what keeps us going and 
going, 

We are like the river of life, 

That will never stop flowing. 

Survivors is what describes us best, 

Warriors are how we are known to all the rest. 

Great warriors have come, great warriors have gone. 
But the Seminole Tribe will always stand tall and 
hard. 

We’ve been through a lot of bad times, 

But our Creator has always blessed our hearts. 

A lot has happened since I was a young brave, 

The whites moved in like a giant wave, 


Creating hatred between our races, 

Life was hard but we always kept a smile upon our 
faces. 

We walk the same speed and never leave anyone 
behind, 

Then try to reason with us, 

But the white treaty of truce, we will never sign. 

We are warriors, we are self-made, 

So choose your words wisely, 

Because our hearts ain’t never pumped Kool-Aid. 
We’re proud to be Seminole and stand tall and 
strong, 

Livin’ a life proud and free, 

Is where the Seminoles belong. 

Only Me, 
— Myron Cypress 
Otter Clan 


This One Is For Mv Wife 

Mrs. Salena Cypress 

I Love You 

I love you with all my heart. 

Baby, I will always be there, 

Until death do us part. 

You brought out a side of me, 

That I never knew existed. 

You are the only woman for me, 

So please, don’t get it twisted. 

Your radiant smile, 

Your passionate kiss, 

The sound of your voice 
Always send my heart in bliss. 

Salena, I love you so much. 

Baby, I crave the warmth of your touch. 


You give me a feeling of happiness 
That I feel deep down in my soul. 

Especially when I’m wrapped in your arms, 

And let my love for you take its toll. 

You bring me peace, 

You show me love. 

Baby, you are a blessing 
Sent from the heavens above. 

You are my angel and I will never let you go. 

I say “I love you” proudly, 

So the whole world can know. 

Baby, you are the one for me, 

And I’m the one for you. 

So all that’s left to say is, 

I will always love you, boo. 

Only Me, 
— Myron Cypress 
Otter Clan 


This Is For Mv Daughter 
Who Barely Got A Chance at 

Life. I love You Baby Girl. 

God Took You Too Soon 

How can I go on with my life, knowing that you 
won’t be there? 

Baby girl, I love you, 

I know we would’ve been an unbreakable pair. 

My life no longer rings joyful bells. 

Just knowing that I can’t see your little face, or 
smell your little baby smell. 

God took you too soon 
I wish you could’ve stayed 
Sadness fills my heart, 

My life will never be the same. 


I wish I could’ve heard and felt, 

When you gave me a hug and said “I love you, Dad” 
Baby girl, I wish I was there for you, 

“Damn. My bad” 

I know you’re looking down on us with a smile on 
your face. 

And even though it hurts so much 
I kn ow you’re in a better place 
Daddy loves you with all his heart 
If I had it my way 
We will never be apart 
One day we will meet, 

And a father’s love you will finally witness 
Baby girl, I love you so much 
You will always be daddy’s little princess. 

Much Love, 
— Myron Cypress 
Otter Clan 


Life is Crazy 

Life is crazy but that’s the price one pays, what used to be a game then with the court ain’t no more today. 
Brother if you need any motivation to do right look at me, living amongst our people is the place to be. 
Being around all this ignorance just ain’t where it’s at, foolish whites & silly blacks. 

You finally have that opportunity to live your life, I sincerely hope you settle down with a native queen & 
make her your wife. 

Brother but only you can make great things happen for you, at the same time surround yourself with great 
people & stay free of this blue. 

It does help your decisions some being around those that do good, they lead by example & brother I kn ow 

you too could. 

I always looked up to you & our older brother as well, I still do just stay free of this hell. 

Family & true friends have missed you they’re happy you’re home, I’m sure your kids would like you to be 
there too even if they are grown. 

Like Biggie said “One More Chance” but not in this lifetime, but it’s no ones fault but my own that I can’t 

be there for mine. 

Brother these days living is so much easier for the Tribe, so the odds of you succeeding are on your side. 
Use a fine tooth comb to choose your friends, because now every race wants to be down with the Seminole 
Tribe for the dividend. 

I’ll always remember the younger days having fun, playing basketball & football trying our best to win 

every one. 

Brother I won’t forget you & I always wish you well, maybe one day in time from you I’ll get some mail. 

But if I don’t it’s all good I understand, 99 98 9999 by a few I already a forgotten man. 

Life is crazy but that’s how it is when you live by the gun, this Seminole warrior will always represent the 
Unconquered Ones. 

Brother, give Momma a hug & tell her I love her. 


— Ike I Harjo 
Panther Clan 
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Public Notice: 

Triennial Review of Tribal 
Water Quality Standards 

Submitted by the Environmental 
Resource Management Dept. 

Section 303(c)(1) of the Clean Water Act 
(CWA) requires that a state or Tribe shall 
from time to time, but at least once every 
three years, hold public hearings to review 
its water quality standards (WQS) and, as 
appropriate, modify and adopt standards. 

On Sept. 22, The Seminole Water Com- 
mission (SWC) evaluated the appropriate- 
ness of the designated uses of Tribal 
waters, the criteria that support these uses, 
and other water quality policies and proce- 
dures. The SWC is recommending changes 
to the Seminole Water Quality Code as fol- 
lows (recommended by EPA). The changes 
are reflective of updated science and 
increased protection of human health. 

A public notice period shall commence 
on Nov. 28 for a period of 60 days. During 
this time, any questions or concerns 
regarding this amendment to the Tribal 
Water Code should be directed to the 
Seminole Water Commission in writing, 
addressed to: Seminole Water Commis- 
sion, 6300 Stirling Road, Hollywood, FL 
33024. 

Public comment will be addressed at the 
February 2009 meeting of the Seminole 
Water Commission. 


Comparison of the Numerical Criteria from Table 12 of the Seminole Tribe of Florida's Water Quality Standards with 
EPA's National Recommended Water Quality Criteria dated 2006 



Water Quality Criteria 

Class 1 

Class 2-B 

Class 2-C 

Class 3 

Parameter 

Existing 

Recommended 

Existing 

Recommended 

Existing 

Recommended 

Existing 

Recommended 

Antimony 

<14.0 

5.6 

<4300 

640 

<4300 

640 



Arsenic (trivalent) (3) 



190 

150 

190 

150 



Benzene 

1.18 

2.2 

71.28 

51 

71.28 

51 



Cadmium (31 

exp(0.7852[lnH]-3.49) 

exp(0.7409[lnH]-4.7 1 9) 

exp(0.7852[lnH]-3.49) 

exp(0.7409[lnH]-4.7 1 9) 

exp(0.7852[lnH]-3.49) 

exp(0.7409[lnH]-4.719 

exp(0.7852[lnH]-3.49) 

exp(0.7409[lnH]-4.7 1 9) 

Carbon Tetrachloride 

0.25 

0.23 

4.42 

1.6 

4.42 

1.6 



Chromium (trivalent) (3) 

exp(0.81 9[lnH]+1 .561 ) 

exp(0.81 9[lnH]+0.6848 

exp(0.819[lnH]+1.561) 

exp(0.81 9[lnH]+0.6848) 

exp(0.81 9[lnH]+1 .561 ) 

exp(0.81 9[lnH]+0.6848 

exp(0.81 9[lnH]+1 .561 

exp(0.81 9[lnH]+0.6848) 

Copper (3) 

exp(0.8545[lnH]-1 .465) 

exp(0.8545[lnH]-1 .702 

exp(0.8545[lnH]-1 .465) 

exp(0.8545[lnH]-1 .702) 

exp(0.8545[lnH]-1 .465) 

exp(0.8545[lnH]-1 .702) 

exp(0.8545[lnH]-1 .465) 

exp(0.8545[lnH]-1 .702) 

1 ,1 -Dichloroethylene (1,1 -Dichloroethene) 

0.057 

330 

3.2 

7100 

3.2 

7100 



Dichloromethane (methylene chloride) 

4.6 

4.6 

1580 

590 

1580 

590 



2,4 Dinitrotoluene 

0.11 

011 

9.1 

3.4 

9.1 

3.4 



Dioxin (2,3,7,8-TCDD) 

<.000000014 

0.000000005 

<.000000014 

5.1E-09 

<.000000014 

5.1E-09 

<.000000014 

5.1E-09 

Bromoform 

4.3 

4.3 

360 

140 

360 

140 



Chlorodibromomethane 

0.41 

0.4 

34 

13 

34 

13 



Dichlorobromomethan 

0.27 

0.55 

22 

17 

22 

17 



Methyl Bromide 

48 

47 

4000 

1500 

4000 

1500 



Dichlorodefluoromethane 

6900 

None 

570000 

None 

570000 

None 



Hexachlorobutadiene 

0.44 

0.44 

50 

18 

50 

18 



Nickel (3) 

exp(0.846[lnH]+1.1645) 

exp(0.846[lnH]+0.0584) 

exp(0.846[lnH]+1 .1645) 

exp(0.846[lnH]+0.0584) 

exp(0.846[lnH]+1.1645) 

exp(0.846[lnH]+0.0584) 

0X P (O.846[lnH]+1 . 1 645 

exp(0.846[lnH]+0.0584) 

2,4-D Dichlorophenoxyacetic acid 

70 

100 

14000 

None 

14000 

None 



Aldrin 

0.00013 

0.0000049 

0.00014 

0.00005 

0.00014 

0.00005 



Beta-hexachlorocyclohexane ((3-BHC) 

0.014 

0.0091 

0.046 

0.017 

0.046 

0.017 



Chlordane 

0.00058 (1) 

0.0008 

0.00059 <2) 

0.00081 

0.00059 (2) 

0.00081 



Dichlorodephyenyltrichloro-ethane (DDT) 

0.00059 (1) 

0.00022 

0.00059 <2) 

0.00022 

0.00059 (2) 

0.00022 



Dieldrin 

0.00014 (1) 

0.000052 

0.00014 (1) 

0.000052 

0.00014 (1) 

0.000052 



0.001 9 (2) 

0.056 

0.001 9 (2) 

0.056 

0.001 9 (2) 

0.056 



Endrin 

0.0023 

0.036 

0.0023 

0.036 

0.0023 

0.036 



Heptachlor 

0.00021 (1) 

0.000079 

0.00021* 11 

0.000079 

0.00021 (1) 

0.000079 



Lindane (a benzene hexachloride) 

0.0039 

0.0026 

0.013 

0.0049 

0.013 

0.0049 



Lindane (P benzene hexachloride) 

0.01 

0.0091 

0.046 

0.017 

0.46 

0.017 



Lindane (g-benzene hexachloride) 

0.019 

0.98 

0.063 

1.8 

0.063 

1.8 



Parathion 

0.04 

0.013 

0.04 

0.013 

0.04 

0.013 



Toxaphene 

0.0002 

0.002 

0.0002 

0.002 

0.0002 

0.002 



Phenolic compound: 2-chlorophenol 

120 

81 

400 

150 

400 

150 

400 

150 

Phenolic compound: 2,4-dichlorophenol 

93 

77 

790 

290 

790 

290 

790 

290 

Phenolic compound: 2,4-dimethylphenol 

540 

380 

2300 

850 

2300 

850 

2300 

850 

Phenolic compound: 2-methyl-4,6-dinitrophenol 

13.4 

13 

765 

280 

765 

280 

765 

280 

Phenolic compound: pentachlorophenol 

0.28 (1) 

0.27 

8.2 !1) 

3 

820> 

3 

8.2 m 

3 

Phenolic compound: 2,4,6-trichorophenol 

2.1 

1.4 

6.5 

2.4 

6.5 

2.4 

6.5 

2.4 

Phenolic compound: 2,4-dinitrophenol 

0.0697 

0.0697 

14.26 

5.3 

14.26 

5.3 

14.26 

5.3 

Bis(2-Ethylhexyl) Phthalate 

1.8 

1.2 

5.9 

2.2 

5.9 

2.2 



Butylbenzyl Phthalate 

3000 

1500 

5200 

1900 

5200 

1900 



Diethyl Phthalate 

23000 

17000 

120000 

44000 

120000 

44000 



Dimethyl Phthalate 

31300 

270000 

290000 

1100000 

290000 

1 1 00000 



Dibutyl Phthalate 

2700 

2000 

12000 

4500 

12000 

4500 



Polychlorinated Biphenois (PCBs) 

0.000044 t1) 

0.000064 

0.000045 

0.000064 

0.000045 

0.000064 



Anthracene 

9600 

8300 

110000 

40000 

110000 

40000 



Benzo(a (Anthracene 

0.0028 

0.0038 

0.031 

0.018 

0.031 

0.018 



Benzo(a)Pyrene 

0 0028 

0 0038 

0031 

0 018 

0 031 

0 018 



Chrysene 

0.0028 

0.0038 

0.031 

0.018 

0.031 

0.018 



Dibenzo(a.h) Anthracene 

0.0028 

0.0038 

0.031 

0.018 

0.031 

0.018 



Flouranthene 

300 

130 

370 

140 

370 

140 



Fluorene 

1300 

1100 

14000 

5300 

14000 

5300 



lndeno(1,2,3-cd) Pyrene 

0.0028 

0.0038 

0.031 

0.018 

0.031 

0.018 



Pyrene 

960 

830 

11000 

4000 

11000 

4000 



Acenaphthene 

1200 

None 

27000 

None 

27000 

None 



Benzo(k)Fluoranthene 

0.0028 

0.0038 

0.031 

0.018 

0.031 

0.018 



Benzo(b)Flouranthene 

0.0028 

0.0038 

0.031 

0.018 

0.031 

0.018 



Silver (3) 

exp(1.72[lnH]-6.52) 

exp(1.72[lnH]-6.59) 

exp(1.72[lnH]-6.52) 

exp(1.72[lnH]-6.59) 

exp(1.72[lnH]-6.52) 

exp(1.72[lnH]-6.59) 

exp(1 ,72[lnH]-6.52) 

exp(1.72[lnH]-6.59) 

1 ,1 ,2,2- Tetra-chloroethane 

0.17 

0.17 

10.8 

4 

10.8 

4 



T tr hi r th 1 n ■ (1 1 2 2 tr hi r th n 

0.8 (1) 

0.69 

8.85 (1) 

3.3 

8.85 (1) 

3.3 



erac oroe yene, ( , , , e rac oroe ene) 

3 (2 > 

3 

None 

None 

None 

None 



Thallium 

1.7 

0.24 

6.3 

0.47 

6.3 

0.47 



T richloroethylene (T richloroethane) 

2.7 (1) 

2.5 

80.7 

30 

80.7 

30 



3 (2) 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 



Zinc ,3) 

exp(0.8473[lnH]+0.7614 

exp(0.8473[lnH]+0.884) 

exp(0.8473[lnH]+0.761' 

exp(0.8473[lnH]+0.884) 

exp(0.8473[lnH]+0.761 4 

exp(0 .8473[l n H]+0 .884) 

ixp(0.8473[lnH]+0.761^ 

exp(0.8473[lnH]+0.884) 










Note: 









(1) Annual Average 









(2) Maximum 









(3) Aquatic Life Criteria Expressed as Total 









Recoverable 




















A Discount Cue Source & Accessories, Inc. 


Happy Holidays and Happy New Year 


Our Pro Shop has over 250 Pool Cues to 
choose from, with many Pool Cue Cases & 
Accessories for your playing needs. We are 
Dealers for Cuetec, McDermott, Meucci & 
Viking Cues. We also have from many other 
Pool Cue Manufactures to choose from. 

Seminole Tribal Members receive 20% off 

most pool Cues or Cases in stock. 


The police know your rights - do you? 
Call my office for a free consultation 

Richard Castillo 

954 - 522-3500 

24 HOURS A DAY 


Mon. -Thur. 10 am - 7 pm 
Fri. & Sat. 10 am - 6 pm 

Starting December 1st 
Our Holiday Hours 

Mon. - Sat. 1 0 am - 9 pm 
Sun. 1 1 am - 6 pm 

^Christmas Eve Day 10 am - 6 pm* 


Company Special - Buy a Cue get 25% 

off most Cue Cases in stock. 

Buy any Pool Cue over $200 get name 
engraved as Holiday Gift Special 

Complete Cue Repairs done here, many 
repairs done while you wait. 


1451 SW 12 AVE. (Andrews) #D • Pompano Beach, FL • fax (954) 946-1996 
or email us at DiscountCue2000@aol.com 

(954) 946-1 984 (954) 325-61 48 


Since 1990 i have protected rights 

LIKE YOURS. MY OFFICE DEFENDS DUI'S, DRUG 
OFFENSES, SUSPENDED LICENSE, DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE, AND ALL FELONIES AND MISDEMEANORS. 


The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not be based sofely 
upon advertisement, Richard Castillo worked as a Public Defender in Broward 
County from 1 992 1 996 and has boon in private practice for nine years. 

In 199S he was voted the Trial Attorney ol Ibe year He graduated From 
CapifaE University in 19B9and was admitted to the Florida Bar in 1990, 
Federal Bar in 1992. and the Federal Trial Bar In 1 994. 


Even 
afislT 
wouldn’t 
get 
caught 
if it 
kept 
it’s 
mouth 
shut 


Protect_yourself f rom 
making a mista ke,- . ^ 

Practice these simple phrases! 

“No, you can’t search my car.” 

“No, you can’t search my home.” 
“No, I don’t want to talk with you.” 
“Call my lawyer!” 

Call Guy Seligman 

954 - 760-7600 

24 hours a day 


The hiring of a lawyer ia nn Important that ihoutl he baaed idle#, oocri xhwrtiHirerrt Guy J SeUjrnan worked ai a OerlHied Legal I ram ai both the Stale 

At torn*, •avt PLMc D*hnJorv oflfctta fi Dade *nd frwanJ County: hv hro bnn an pmuC* preebe* lor 1 4 ywnrj. I k vrckMled hum Mora Southttuitorn Urawritv 

.. H 1 R 7 n.l'»n 5 lutniillnj 111 Ihr H-Enix Hfa, r. tFkfifl 



WORLDWIDE CHIROPRACTIC WELLNESS 

SCARING FOR NEWBORNS THROUGH SENIORS " 


Sometimes Medication or Su^eiy is Not the Best Solution 


Safe, Gentle, Persoftalized: Care (or the Enticv Family 


- BEECH STREET Provider, Accept Most PWb Including 

United Health Care. Medicare, Auto and Work Insurance 


DR. RUSSELL T ELBA - CHIROPRACTOR 
SS IQ STIRLING ROAD ■ HOLLYWOOD* FL LW21 

(954) 961-2245 


Tc }±iU7i Mart Abotut Who! Chmpmtic Con Carr IJb fiflf Tan, 
flease Vfeifi Our or infant Tm- 

(Loaned jusi r he comer from ihe Bant Rock ffviet & 
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The 33rd Annual American Indian Festival 
Announces Award Winners 


SUBMITTED BY 
American Indian Arts Festival 

SAN FRANCISCO — The American Indian Film 
Institute (AIFI) and title sponsor, the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida, are proud to announce the winners for the 33rd 
annual American Indian Film Festival. The award win- 
ners were presented at the annual American Indian 
Motion Picture Awards Show on Nov. 15 at the historic 
Palace of Fine Arts in San Francisco. 

The American Indian Motion Picture Awards 

Best Film 
Before Tomorrow 

Directors: Marie-Helene Cousineau and Madeline Piujuq Ivalu - 
Canada 

Best Director 

Georgina Lightning, Older than America - USA 
Best Actor 

Trevor Duplessis, In a World Created By a Drunken God - Canada 
Best Actress 

Candace Fox, Moccasin Flats: Redemption - Canada 

Best Supporting Actor 
Wes Studi- Older than America - USA 

Best Supporting Actress 
Misty Upham- Frozen River - USA 

Best Documentary Feature 
River of Renewal 


Show, established in 1978, has recognized excellence in 
American Indian cinematic achievement, making the 
annual awards show one of the most prominent Indian 
Country and Native Cinema showcases. 

Outstanding Native performances of the night 
included: new country music artist Crystal Shawanda, 
recording artist Shea Keck, along with Grammy award 
winner Micki Free, violinist Swil Kanim and Raven, 
dancer Gene Tagaban, the Yaaw Tei Yi Tlingit Dancers 
from Juneau, Alaska, comic Charlie Hill and singer 
Claude McKenzie. 

Director: Carlos Bolado - USA 

Best Documentary Short 
Byron Chief- Moon: Grey Horse Rider 
Directors: Philip Szporer and Marlene Miller - Canada 

Best Live Action Short 
Niigaanibatowaad: Front Runners 
Director: Lori Lewis - Canada 

Best Animated Short 
By the Rapids 

Director: Joseph Lazare - Canada 

Best Music Video 
You Can Let Go 

Director: Margaret Malandruccolo - USA 

Best Public Service 

Modern Day Warriors 
Director: Jenni Monet - USA 


Dr. Brian C. Rush 

Chiropractic Physician 
Successfully Treating... 
♦ Neck Pain 
• Lower Back Pain 



* Headaches 

* Leg & Arm Pain 

* Joint Pain 



• Muscle Pain 
• Auto Accident Pain 

We accept your insurance plan, KFO's, 


Dr. Rush Can Help You! 

Dr. Brian C. Rush 
Chiropractic Physician 
10830 Pines Blvd. • Pembroke Pines 
(954) 432-5006 




UniversityDodge.com 


Rob Lamb din's 




Special 
Discounts 


for Tribal 
Members & 


Serving the 
Seminole 


iHH 


All-New 2009 Dodge 

Ram 1500s 
IN STOCK! 

Ready For 
Immediate 
Delivery! 


Available on select new 2008 Dodge Ram trucks in stock 


NEW 2009 DODGE 

CHALLENGERS 



NEW 2008 DODGE 

CHARGERS 
& GRAND 
CARAVANS 



Selection 
/ Of Custom 
Accessories! 


Rob Lamhdin 'a UNIVERSITY 01 GE 



5455 S. UNIVERSITY DRIVE 

BETWEEN STIRLING & GRIFFIN IN DAVIE 


1 - 888 - 721-4505 


SALES: MON.-FRI. 8:30AM-9PM • SAT. 9AM-8PM • SUN. 10AM-7PM 
SERVICE: MON.-FRI. 7AM-6PM • SAT. 8AM-2PM 

Prices plus tax, tag, title and dealer installed options and include all factory rebates & incentives, including 
Lease Loyalty. List price = M.S.R.P. + dealer installed eguipment. + Must finance thru CFS with approved credit. Advertised offers cannot be combined and are not available for 
export. Not responsible for typographical errors. Due to early publication deadlines, factory programs and incentives may change without notice. Must present this ad upon 
arrival at University Dodge to receive advertised offers. Pictures are for illustration purposes only. Offers expire 12/28/2008. While supplies last. Ad#22657-HWCJ. 
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HOLLYWOOD, FL 


$1,000,000 CRACK THE CODE 
GRAND FINALE - TODAY! 

• Drawings held at 2PM, 4PM & 6PM - WIN UPTO $100,000 

• At 8PM -WIN UPTO $1,000,000 


ONE SEMINOLE WAY | HOLLYWOOD, FL 33314 | FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 1 .866.502.PLAY 
WWW.SEMINOLEHARDROCKHOLLYWOOD.COM 


• Blackjack, Baccarat & More 

• Tables starting at $1 0 

Monday - Friday from 7AM to Noon 

• Over 110 Tables 

• Open 24/7 

• Limits up to $5,000 per hand 

• Vegas-Style Slots 


*Excludes November 27. Details at the Player’s Club. Management reserves the right to change or cancel promotion at any time. Player’s Club members that have 
been trespassed or banned by the Seminole Tribe of Florida or opted into the self-exclusion program are not eligible. You must be 21 years of age or older to play 
slots and games or to receive Player’s Club benefits. If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, please call 1-888-ADMIT-IT. 
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Chairman Mitchell Cypress and Brighton Council Rep. Roger Smith present Team Brighton with the championship trophy for the 4th Annual Senior Trike Fest. 


Brighton Wins Senior Trike Fest Championship 



Claudia Doctor manipulates the tight turns of the maze on her trike. 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — A large group of 
Seminole seniors congregated at the Big 
Cypress Aviation Hangar on Nov. 13 for 
the 4th Annual Senior Trike Fest, spon- 
sored by the Fitness Dept. 

Despite a valiant effort on behalf of 
all five reservation teams, Brighton partic- 
ipants for the second year in a row racked 
up sufficient points to take home the Trike 
Fest Championship Trophy. 

Upon their registration, the partici- 
pants were divided into age categories: 
Seniors, ages 55-59, Super Seniors, ages 
60-65, Golden Seniors, ages 66-69, and 
Diamond Seniors, ages 70 and older. They 
each received a team classification wrist 
band, team T-shirt, raffle ticket and a gift 
bag claim check that included rolling lug- 
gage. 

Following a healthy breakfast, 
Howard Micco led the invocation. An 
exercise warm-up and detailed course 
instruction session prepared the assembly 
for the day’s activities. 


Prior to the event’s start, and recogni- 
tion of the Department of Elder Affairs’ 
site managers, Chairman Mitchell Cypress 
said a few words about the importance of 
health at every age. 

“By the time we are recognized as 
seniors, it becomes more important that 
we evaluate ourselves and look for ways 
to improve our fitness, rather than settling 
into a sedentary lifestyle,” Chairman 
Cypress said. “You have all worked hard 
to prepare for this year’s competition [but] 
don’t let it end here today; a healthy 
lifestyle is a year round project.” 

During the competition, the seniors 
rode their trikes while competing against 
their peers as they maneuvered through 
the difficult courses in the Maze, Double 
Figure 8, Cone Weave and Ball Toss 
events. Speed, dexterity, depth perception 
and agility came in handy during each of 
these events, as the athletes vied for a 
chance to place in the winner’s circle for 
their age and gender category. 

Combining individual scores into 

Please see TRIKE FEST ❖ Page 2A 


Naples Community Members Celebrate Thanksgiving 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

NAPLES — Approximately 90 
members of the Naples community gath- 
ered at Stoney’s Steakhouse to celebrate 
Thanksgiving on the evening of Nov. 25. 
Taking over a private dining room, the 
occasion took on the atmosphere of a 
family reunion. 

“The first Thanksgiving was a his- 
torical crossing of cultural lines, when 
Native Americans joined the European 
settlers in a celebration of a bountiful har- 
vest,” said Naples Liaison O.B. Osceola 
Jr. “However, oral and archeological his- 
tory indicate that Native Americans prac- 
ticed various forms of Thanksgiving for 
centuries prior to the arrival of the Euro- 
peans. 

“There is an old saying that “we reap 
what we sow,”’ Liaison Osceola contin- 
ued. “As citizens of the Seminole Tribe 
of Florida, we are very fortunate to share 


in the benefits of a relatively stable econ- 
omy while many of our neighbors are 
struggling with uncertainty. Our ances- 
tors gave us the strength and persever- 
ance to endure under adverse conditions 
and the leaders to carry us forward.” 

Before the serving of the meal, Cory 
Billie led the group in a meaningful 
blessing. After giving thanks, he asked 
for continued good health, family guid- 
ance and wisdom for our leaders. 

In a mixture of Mikasuki and Eng- 
lish, Tahama Osceola conveyed the spirit 
of the evening. 

“Once we were few,” said Osceola. 
“We have been blessed and grown into 
many. There are four generations of our 
people here this evening and they repre- 
sent our past, our present and our future. 
This is our blessing.” 

More Thanksgiving Coverage 
9A 



(L-R) Broden Hagen, Bryce Osceola, O.B. Osceola III and Victoria Osceola join their grandmoth- 
er, Joann Osceola, at the Naples Thanksgiving dinner. 


Citizens Attend 
FSU Homecoming 

BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

TALLAHASSEE — The Seminole royalty 
delegation and their families attended the Florida 
State University (FSU) Homecoming activities Nov. 
14-15. 

Miss Florida Seminole Princess D’Anna Osceola, 
Jr. Miss Florida Seminole Princess Amber Craig, 
Little Miss Seminole Brianna Bowers and Little Mr. 
Seminole Santiago Billie, along with Seminole 
Princess Committee chaperone Wanda Bowers, took 
part in the FSU Homecoming parade, Powwow 
2008, the Alumni Association’s Homecoming 
Awards Breakfast and the Homecoming football 
game. 

The annual Homecoming Parade, held Nov. 14, 
included FSU student and Olympic® bronze medal- 
ist, Walter Dix as grand marshal, President of FSU 
Dr. T.K. Wetherell, and many floats made by FSU’s 
fraternities, sororities and campus/community 
groups. 

Homecoming court for chief and princess also 
participated in the parade. Seminole royalty rode in 
convertible cars and waved to the attendees. The 
Seminole Tribe of Florida Color Guard Veterans 
Stephen Bowers, Paul Bowers Sr. and Theodore S. 
Nelson Sr. also participated, representing the Semi- 
nole Color Guard. 

Next on the agenda, the guests attended Pow- 

Please see FSU * Page 2A 


Hope Sneed 
Accepted to UM 
Pre-Law Program 

BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

Hope Patrice Sneed, daughter of Margaret 
Wilcox, Bird Clan, and Ira Jay Sneed, recently got 
accepted into the Uni- 
versity of Miami (UM) 
and will major in pre- 
law. She has not yet 
decided what type of 
law she will study. 

She said a conver- 
sation with her mother 
sparked an interest in 
applying to UM, and 
she told herself, if it was 
meant to be it would be. 

She said things happen 
if they are destined to, 
and added “God may 
not come when you call 
him, but he is always on 
time.” 

She added: “I have always had a passion for 
law since I was younger.” 

Sneed is relocating to Miami during her time in 
school, but will travel to the Ft. Pierce reservation 

Please see SNEED * Page 2A 



Council Holds 
Regular Meeting in 
Big Cypress 

BY CHRIS JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Tribal Council met on 
the Big Cypress Reservation for a regular meeting 
on Nov. 20. They passed 42 resolutions on their 
agenda, including: 

Resolution 23: Service line agreement (130’ X 
20’) between Glades Electric Cooperative, Inc. and 
Seminole Tribe of Florida for location of an electric 
line to the homesite of Toi Justin Mae Andrews - 
Big Cypress Seminole Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 24: Service line agreement (4,030’ 
X 5’) between Embarq FKA Sprint Florida Inc. and 
Seminole Tribe of Florida for location of a tele- 
phone cable to the Tower site telephone cable to the 
radio tower site - Big Cypress Seminole Indian 
Reservation; 

Resolution 25: Earthmark Southwest Florida 
Mitigation, LLC Mitigation Credit Purchase and 
Deposit Agreement to provide Mitigation Credit 
Purchase and Deposit Services to the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida - Immokalee Seminole Indian 
Reservation; 

Resolution 29: Southern Progress Custom 
Publishing, Inc. D/B/A Spconnect Master Custom 
Publishing Agreement; ratification; 

Resolution 30: Gemaco, Inc. playing card sale 
contractors for the Seminole Tribe of Florida gam- 
ing facilities; ratification; 

Resolution 31: Ratification of the Seminole 

Please see COUNCIL * Page 2A 
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❖ Trike Fest 

Continued from page 1A 

reservation totals, event organizers tabulat- 
ed the results at the end of the day. During 
the Relay Race, reservation teams competed 
against each other to bolster their total 
points. 

The Ball Toss is one of the most diffi- 
cult events. Each competitor receives the 
opportunity to attempt to throw three balls 
of varied types into each of the five differ- 
ent sized baskets. This represents the only 
un-timed event, and also, the most difficult. 

In addition to the physical activity, the 
seniors also got a chance to flex their cre- 
ativity muscles during the Best Decorated 
Trike Contest. In the weeks leading up to 
the Trike Fest, the seniors on each reserva- 
tion spent long hours designing and fabri- 
cating their entries in the contest. 


This year’s theme centered around the 
Hard Rock enterprises, and each submission 
showcased originality, creative ideas and 
artistic talent. Handcrafted slot machines, 
guitars, dice, Black Jack cards, poker tables 
and chips stood alongside patchwork 
designs, Tribal colors and hand-wrapped 
hardware. 

The judges labored for nearly an hour 
before announcing that the residents of the 
Immokalee Reservation would take the 
traveling trophy home for the coming year. 

In addition to the trike decorating, the 
seniors also decorated themselves in the 
biker-themed clothing contest. The entrants 
rose to the challenge as they donned black 
leather jackets, pants, vests and hats dining 
the contest. The crowd roared with laughter 
as each contestant strutted forward and 
danced toward victory. 

Wearing black, fringed leather chaps, 
and a Harley Davidson® vest, Rudy Osceo- 


la took top honors in the men’s category. 
Biker babes Nancy Motlow, Louise Osceo- 
la and Nancy Frank took the three top 
places in the women’s division, respective- 
ly- 

Following a strenuous morning of exer- 
cise, the contestants joined their friends and 
cheering sections for a nutritious lunch, as 
well as some rest and relaxation, prior to 
completing the course. Wonder Johns pro- 
vided spiritual inspiration, and Alice Sweat, 
Edna McDuffie, Julia John, Linda Frank, 
Susie Doctor and Nancy Frank all received 
raffled prizes. 

Creating an 01ympic®-style atmos- 
phere, winners took home gold, silver and 
bronze medallions presented by Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress and Brighton Council 
Rep. Roger Smith. All participants received 
a winner’s ribbon, which cascaded in Tribal 
colors from a floweret that encircled the 
Trike Fest logo. 



Team Immokalee take first place in the Best Decorated Trike Contest. 


Senior Trike Fest Event Results 


Dear Mr. Will Latchford, Chief of Police, Seminole Police Dept., 


Cone Weave 

Women: Seniors: 1 . Molly Shore, 2. Patty Wal- 
dron, 3. Jennie Johns; Super Seniors: 1. Minnie 
Tigertail, 2. Teresa Jumper, 3. Alice Sweat; Golden 
Seniors: 1 . Polly Hayes, 2. Lawanna Osceola Niles, 
3. Edna McDuffie; Diamond Seniors: 1. Onnie Osce- 
ola, 2. Mable Haught, 3. Louise Billie. 

Men: Seniors: 1. Jonah Cypress, 2. Moses 
Jumper Jr., 3. Joe Osceola Jr.; Super Seniors: 1. 
David Jumper, 2. Mitchell Osceola, 3. Joe Johns; 
Golden Seniors: 1 . Dan Bowers, 2. Billie Micco; Dia- 
mond Seniors: 1. Howard Micco, 2. Wonder Johns, 
3. Jimmy Hank Osceola Jr. 

Ball Toss 

Women: Seniors: 1. Susie Doctor, 2. Claudia 
Doctor, 3. Dora Tiger; Super Seniors: 1. Louise 
Gopher, 2. Daisy Jumper, 3. Cornelia Osceola; Gold- 
en Seniors: 1. Polly Hayes, 2. Virginia Tommie, 3. 
Edna McDuffie; Diamond Seniors: 1 . Betty Osceola, 
2. Onnie Osceola, 3. Mable Haught. 


Men: Seniors: 1. Joe Osceola Jr., 2. Jonah 
Cypress, 3. Roger Smith; Super Seniors: 1 . Mitchell 
Cypress, 2. Joe John, 3. Rudy Osceola; Golden Sen- 
iors: 1. Billie Micco, 2. Dan Bowers; Diamond Sen- 
iors: 1. Wonder Johns, 2. Jimmy Hank Osceola Jr., 
3. Howard Micco. 

Maze 

Women: Seniors: 1 . Molly Shore, 2. Patty Wal- 
dron, 3. Jennie Johns; Super Seniors: 1. Louise 
Gopher, 2. Minnie Tigertail, 3. Louise Osceola; Gold- 
en Seniors: 1 . Edna McDuffie, 2. Lawanna Osceola 
Niles, 3. Polly Hayes; Diamond Seniors: 1. Onnie 
Osceola, 2. Mable Haught, 3. Dorothy Tommie. 

Men: Seniors: 1. Moses Jumper Jr., 2. Joe 
Osceola Jr., 3. Jonah Cypress; Super Seniors: 1 . Joe 
Johns, 2. Jack Smith, 3. Mitchell Cypress; Golden 
Seniors: 1 . Billie Micco, 2. Dan Bowers; Diamond 
Seniors: 1. Coleman Josh, 2. Wonder Johns, 3. 
Howard Micco. 


Double Figure 8 

Women: Seniors: 1 . Molly Shore, 2. Patty Wal- 
dron, 3. Jennie Johns; Super Seniors: 1. Louise 
Gopher, 2. Minnie Tigertail, 3. Louise Osceola; Gold- 
en Seniors: 1. Polly Hayes, 2. Edna McDuffie, 3. 
Lawanna Osceola Niles; Diamond Seniors: 1. Onnie 
Osceola, 2. Mable Haught, 3. Agnes Bert. 

Men: Seniors: 1. Moses Jumper Jr., 2. Jonah 
Cypress, 3. Joe Osceola Jr.; Super Seniors: 1. 
Mitchell Cypress, 2. David Jumper, 3. Rudy Osceo- 
la; Golden Seniors: 1 . Billie Micco, 2. Dan Bowers; 
Diamond Seniors: 1. Jimmy Hank Osceola Jr., 2. 
Howard Micco, 3. Coleman Josh. 

Relay Race 

1 . Hollywood, 2. Brighton, 3. Big Cypress. 

Overall Reservation Winners 

1. Brighton, 2. Big Cypress, 3. Hollywood. 


On behalf of the Tampa elders and the Tampa Department of Elder Affairs, we 
want to express our appreciation to your staff for the first rate services they provide 
for the Tampa community. 

On Nov. 3, while attending our staff meeting in Tampa, I spoke to Tampa SPD 
Lieutenant Dan Harris in reference to assigning an official to accompany us to our 
Senior Trike Fest activity in Big Cypress. Mr. Harris informed me that he would ask 
Sergeant A1 Signore to meet with me to make these arrangements. Mr. Signore came 
to my office where we discussed and agreed to assign Claudia Acevedo and Brian Sig- 
nore from your department. 

He could not have made a better choice. Brian and Claudia went above and 
beyond their duties in making this event one of our best ever. 

On Nov. 13 they were photographers, cheerleaders, waiters, mechanics, mentors; 
I could go on and on. The kindness, the generosity, the hospitality, the effort, the sup- 
port, and the motivation were all first rate. Please convey our appreciation and admi- 
ration to all the individuals mentioned above. 

Thank you, 

Lola Juarez, Project Coordinator 

Tampa Department of Elder Affairs 


❖ FSU 

Continued from page 1 

wow 2008, an annual tradition dating back 
to 1948, held at the Civic Center. The gath- 
ering brought alumni, students and the com- 
munity together for a night of fun and enter- 
tainment. The Homecoming Chief and 
Princess, Laymon Hicks from Tampa, and 
Leslie Janasiewicz from Tallahassee, also 
learned they would be crowned during the 
halftime show. 

President Wetherell introduced Miss 
Florida Seminole Princess D’Anna Osceola 
to the crowd. Osceola is the fourth FSU stu- 
dent to also hold the Seminole Princess 
crown in the 50-plus year history Seminole 
princesses. Gloria Wilson, Carla Gopher 
and Christine McCall also have this presti- 
gious honor. 

“We are very proud to have one of our 
very own students as this year’s Seminole 
Princess,” Wetherell said. 

Osceola, Bird Clan from the Brighton 
Reservation, is scheduled to graduate in the 
fall of 2009, and said she plans to also 
attend graduate school at FSU and major in 
counseling. 

Osceola and Jr. Miss Seminole Princess 
Amber Craig handed out traditional Semi- 
nole pin dolls to the crowd prior to being 
introduced at the Alumni Association’s 
Homecoming Awards Breakfast. At the 
breakfast, winners of the FSU Alumni Asso- 
ciation’s Bernard F. Sliger Award, National 
Leadership Honor Society’s “Grads Made 
Good,” and the Ross Oglesby Award recip- 
ients were announced. 

The Homecoming football game, 
which took place at the Doak Campbell Sta- 
dium, was the culmination of all the week- 
end’s events. FSU played against the 
Boston College Eagles during a Black Out 
game. This designation meant FSU’s play- 


ers wore a specially-designed black uni- 
form, which also paid tribute to the Semi- 
nole Tribe. Fans were encouraged to wear 
black to “black out” the crowd and show the 
Seminole spirit. 

Attendees at the game also included Pres- 
ident Richard Bowers Jr., the Seminole 
Color Guard veterans and the families of the 
princesses. 

FSU alum Kyle Doney of Brighton 
dressed in traditional Seminole regalia and 
planted Osceola’s flaming spear into the 
ground at midfield before the start of the 
game. This was Doney’s third time planting 
the spear, also doing so before the Miami 
Hurricanes game in September 2005, and 
the Boston College Eagles game in October 
2006. 

At halftime, Miss Florida Seminole and 
Jr. Miss Florida Seminole led the homecom- 
ing court down to the 50 yard line. Osceola 
carried a traditional Seminole turban hand- 
made by Connie Gowen as Craig held a 
princess tiara made of Swarovski crystals, 
both representing FSU and their colors of 
garnet and gold. 

For several years, Gowen has made the 
traditional Seminole turban used to crown 
the FSU Homecoming Chief. This tradition 
started during Gloria Wilson’s reign in 1976 
when she was a freshman at FSU. Gowen 
herself holds a special designation, as the 
first-ever Seminole Princess crowned in 
1957. 

Osceola crowned Homecoming Chief 
Laymon Hicks and Craig crowned Princess 
Leslie Janasiewicz. After the crowning the 
two made their way to the President’s Box 
to enjoy the rest of the game with their 
friends and family. 

Although FSU was not victorious at 
their homecoming game, the Seminole spir- 
it shined through with the fans and the citi- 
zens of the Seminole Tribe of Florida. 



Jr. Miss Semionle Amber Craig (L) crowns the 2008 FSU Homecoming Princess Leslie Janasiewicz 
during halftime at the FSU vs. Boston College game, alongside 2008 Homecoming Chief Laymon 
Hicks and Miss Seminole D’Anna Osceola. 




(L-R) Theodore S. Nelson Sr., Paul Bowers Sr., President of the Seminole Tribe of Florida Richard 
Bowers Jr., President of FSU Dr. T.K. Wetherell and Stephen Bowers watch the game from the Pres- 
ident’s Box in the Doak Campbell Stadium. 


(L-R) Jr. Miss and Miss Florida Seminole Princesse, Amber Craig and D’Anna Osceola, lead the home- 
coming court down the 50 yard line at halftime. 



(L-R) Little Mr. Seminole Santiago Billie and Lit- Miss Seminole D’Anna Osceola, seen here at the 
tie Miss Seminole Brianna Bowers wave to the Powwow, is the fourth princess to attend Florida 
crowd at the parade. State University during her reign as princess. 


Sneed 

Continued from page 1A 

where her family resides. She said her fam- 
ily and her two boys, Handsome, 3, and, 
Jimmy, 5, will remain her priority. 

Sneed attended and graduated with 
honors from St. Lucie West Centennial 
High School in 2003; she was also named 
all-county for track. She said she originally 
wanted to attend Florida State University 
after graduation, but then realized she was 
pregnant with her first son and had to put 
her plans on hold. 

However, Sneed is now the youngest 
sibling in her family to go back to college, 
and said she encourages the rest of her sib- 
lings to do the same. She said she gets her 
inspiration from her mother’s strong will 
and determination, and her children, who 
encourage her to be the best she can be. 

Sneed recently attained her associate’s 
degree in business administration from 
Keiser University in Port St. Lucie. 

She has also served as community out- 
reach coordinator for the Ft. Pierce reserva- 
tion for nearly two years. Sneed is current- 
ly seeking a position at the Hollywood 
Headquarters and hopes to be in a leader- 
ship position throughout her career, admit- 
ting she has always considered herself to be 
a good leader. 


Council 

Continued from page 1A 

Tribe of Florida filming permission letter 
granting Spectrum Video Productions, Inc., 
permission to film a television show on the 
Big Cypress Seminole Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 32: Ratification of the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida acquired 
footage/ still license agreement granting 
Cheri Sundae Productions, Inc., permission 
to use video footage; 

Resolution 34: Issuance of a revoca- 
ble permit to Larry E. Walker for retail 
sales of state of Florida approved sparklers 
- Immokalee Seminole Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 35: Revocable permit 
between Seminole Tribe of Florida (per- 
mittor) and David Herrera, D/B/A Tri-H 
Farms, Inc (permittee) - Big Cypress Semi- 
nole Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 36: Revocable permit 
between Jacob Osceola (permittor) and 
Maggie Marie Puente (permittee) - Holly- 
wood Seminole Indian Reservation; 

Resolution 39: Approval of business 
lease between Seminole Tribe of Florida 
(landlord) and Everglades Ecolodge at Big 
Cypress, LLC (tenant) for the development 
of and construction of an ecotourist hotel 
resort - Big Cypress Seminole Indian 
Reservation; 

Resolution 40: Service agreement 
between the Seminole Tribe of Florida and 
Statewide Enterprises, Inc. for security 
services; 

Resolution 41: Interspace Airport 
advertising agreement; 

Resolution 42: Approval of the Ah- 
Tah-Thi-Ki Museum’s traveling exhibit 
agreement; 

Resolution 43: Establishment of a 
unit-level Boys and Girls Club of the Boys 
& Girls Club of the_Seminole Tribe of 
Florida on the - Big Cypress Seminole 
Indian Reservation; and, 

Resolution 47: Tampa Bay Super 
Bowl host committee Super Bowl XLIII 
sponsorship agreement. 
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Community A 



Preschoolers 
Send Cheer to 
Troops Overseas 

BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Children from the 
Seminole Preschools helped spread some 
holiday wishes by sending the troops over- 
seas handmade holiday cards. 

From infants to 5 year olds, each child, 
with the help of their teachers, made a card 
for the Holiday Mail for Heroes campaign, 
sponsored by the Pitney Bowes postage 
service and the American Red Cross. 

In total, the preschoolers made 150 
cards; all sure to being a smile to the faces 
of the men and women in uniform this hol- 
iday season. 

After Sheila Elliott, assistant director 
of the Human Resources Dept., sent a glob- 
al email about the Holiday Mail for Heroes 
campaign, Preschool Director Leona Tom- 
mie Williams coordinated her efforts so the 
preschoolers could partake. They complet- 
ed the cards and turned them in to the 
Human Resources Dept, on Dec 3. 

The goal of the campaign was to col- 
lect and distribute one million holiday 
cards; 150 of those came directly from the 
Seminole preschoolers. 



Meet SPD Officer 
Angie Margotta 

SUBMITTED BY THE SEMINOLE POLICE DEPT. 

Officer Angie Margotta graduated 
from the Police Academy in 1997, and has 
served with the Seminole Police Dept, since 
May 2000. She has patrolled on the Holly- 
wood Reservation and has a great rapport 
with several Tribal and non-Tribal commu- 
nity members. 

Margotta has been productive within 
the community as a road patrol officer, field 
training officer, school resource officer, 
narcotics officer, detective and as a s 
geant, although has recently gone back as a 
road patrol officer 
on the day shift 
squad. 

Through her 
dedication with the 
Seminole Tribe, 
Margotta has been 
requested for sever- 
al Tribal events 
with the Hollywood 
and Brighton com- 
munities, including 
the Annual Youth 
Conferences, Rez 
Rally, Red Ribbon 
Week, Preschool 
Field Day, Halloween festivities and the 
Annual Seminole Princess Pageant. She 
said she has had great experiences assisting 
at each of these yearly events. 

In 2004, Hollywood Tribal Council 
Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. and community 
members Jo and Robert North and Herbert 
Jim, requested Margotta to participate in 
the Tribe’s first Boys & Girls-sponsored 
trip, the Ultimate Warriors Challenge. She 
said she was honored to attend what turned 
out to be an eye opening experience. 

During her career with the Tribe, she 
has continued her education by attending 
Barry University working on her bachelor’s 
degree in public administration. Margotta 
said she hopes to finish in the near future. 

On a personal note, Margotta dedicates 
her accomplishments and drive to her 
father, Vinnie, who has been battling a ter- 
minal illness since May of last year. 

“My dad has always been my inspira- 
tion, more now than ever,” she said. “Of all 
the things he has taught me throughout my 
life, one thing I know now for sure is not to 
take any day for granted.” 


n 


Angie Margotta 



Minnie Doctor Hosts Family Reunion Celebration 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Five generations 
of Minnie Doctor’s family members 
joined in a family reunion / Christmas / 
memorial celebration at her Hollywood 
reservation home on Dec. 2. This was the 
first time all five generations joined under 
one roof. 

In conjunction with the reunion, a 
table was set up which displayed pictures 
of family members who passed away. 

Minnie Doctor, Big Town Clan, is a 
mother to nine children, as well as a 
grandmother, great-grandmother and 
great-great grandmother to dozens, maybe 
even more than 100 grandchildren. 

Doctor, 83, had six sons and three 
daughters. Mary Jean Buster, Martha Doc- 
tor, Nettie Stewart, Ronnie Doctor, Patrick 
Doctor, Virgil Doctor, Leon Osceola, 
Beottner “Ruggy” Jumper and Joe Doctor. 

Two of Doctor’s daughters, Mary 
Jean Buster and Martha Doctor, were 
memorialized as well. Nettie Stewart is 


the only surviving daughter left to Doctor, 
and said she was pleased to see the family 
unite. 

Marilyn Huggins was also present 
and said that she hopes the family can 
continue on with family reunions because 
her grandmother deserves to have the 
family together. She also added that 
nobody would be here without her. 

Huggins said: “Whatever grandma 
says goes.” 

The families enjoyed a musical per- 
formance by Paul “Cowbone” Buster, a 
Christmas dinner catered by Betty’s, and 
also received gifts from Doctor. 

Although this was the first ever 
reunion for the families, they plan to con- 
tinue the tradition to keep their family 
bond close. 

Huggins added: “There might be few 
of Big Town, but we are still strong.” 

Minnie Doctor was bom in Holly- 
wood and raised in a traditional Seminole 
camp known to many as the Miami River 
Camp. She now resides on the Hollywood 
Reservation. 



Natoshia Osceola (L) and Nettie Stewart (R) assist Minnie Doctor (C) in handing out presents 
to her guests at the party. 


Mildred Bowers Celebrates Birthday, Retirement 



(L-R) Paula Bowers-Sanchez, Gloria Wilson, Mildred Bowers, Andrew Bowers and Elsie Bowers cel- 
ebrate Mildred’s birthday and retirement at her party. 



BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 


back to school to attain her GED. She then 
participated in the Native Youth Core Pro- 
gram for nine months; it is similar to today’s 

HOLLYWOOD — Mildred Bowers Youth Work Experience Program, offered 
retired after 37 years of working with the through the Family Services Dept. 

Tribe on Dec 4. Bowers also celebrated her In 1989, Bowers started full time in the 
70th birthday with her family, friends and Accounting Dept, and has been working on 
co-workers. and off since then. 

Turning 70 years old, Bowers shared Her co-workers wished her well and 
memories of her life with family, friends were happy to celebrate this day with Bow- 
and co-workers at her residence on the Hoi- ers. 
lywood reservation. 

Some attendees includ- 
ed Sarah McDonald, Suresh 
Greer, Laura Sa, Teresa 
Colaluca, Esther Gopher, 

Elsie Bowers, Gloria Wil- 
son and daughter, Paula 
Bowers-Sanchez, to name a 
few. 

She shared memories 
of working in the account- 
ing dept for the majority of 
her years. She also was 
given gifts from the 
accounting dept that Sarah 
McDonald picked especial- 
ly for her. 

Bowers said: “I liked 
working for accounting.” 

“I remember when our 
building was where the 
Hard Rock is now,” she 
added. 

She started working for 
the Tribe’s Head Start pro- 
gram in 1971, where she 
remained for eight years. 

Bowers then took a year off 
and stayed home to care for 
her children and grandchil- 

u,, Aftel , CaT j n * j°* ^ 6r Mildred Bowers receives jewelry and a handbag from her former 
children she decided to go co . workers in the fl ccountillg Dep t. 
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B&G Club 
Members Help 
Decorate the 
Community 

BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Children from the 
Boys & Girls club decorated a 15 foot 
Christmas tree on the comer of 64th Ave. 
and 30th St. on Dec. 5. 

With a little help from employees at the 
Housing Dept., and the office of Hollywood 
Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. 
who supplied the tree, the members of the 
Boys & Girls Club brought some holiday 
cheer to the Hollywood Reservation. 

Director of the Boys & Girls Club 
Robert North Sr. also helped out by getting 
on a 12 foot ladder to decorate the harder to 
reach places on the top of the tree. This is 
the first year the club decorated in the com- 
munity. 



Marisol Gonzi 

Deila Harjo (R) lifts Jennifer Holdiness (L) so 
she can reach the middle of the tree. 



The club members stand in front of their finished product. 



Boys & Girls Club Director Robert North Sr. adds ornaments to the tree, 
located outside the club. 
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Andy Buster (C) and his band perform at the Okalee Indian Village Holiday Marketplace, held the weekend of Dec. 6-7. 


Okalee Hosts Annual Holiday Marketplace 


BYMARISOL GO NZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 


HOLLYWOOD — The Seminole Okalee Indian 
Village held its annual Holiday Marketplace the week- 
end of Dec. 6-7 at Seminole Paradise. 

This year, event organizers added live entertain- 
ment, a wildlife show and deep water alligator 
wrestling demonstration to the line-up. Traditional Indi- 
an food vendors, along with jewelry and clothing ven- 
dors, also highlighted the festivities. 

The wildlife show included animals such as igua- 
nas, tarantulas, raccoons, snakes, crocodiles and alliga- 
tors. Okalee Indian Village Wildlife Supervisor Dexter 
Osbom narrated the show and shared facts about each 
animal and interacted with the children in the audience 
to see if they could guess fun facts about each animal. 

The deep water alligator wrestling demonstration 
wrapped up events at the Okalee Indian Village. James 
Holt dived into the alligator water pit, putting on a show 
for the attendees. After the show, attendees were 
allowed take pictures on top a large alligator as a keep- 
sake. 

Santa Claus also attended the event, joining in the 
fun to take a picture mounted on the alligator. 

Seminole Okalee Indian Village General Manager 
Leoma Poore said during the month of December night 
wildlife and deep water alligator shows will take place 
on Friday and Saturday evenings. 

The Okalee Indian Village will also host their first 
ever Indian Festival, Feb 6-8, 2009. Events will include 
drum contest, Native American dancers and performers. 
For more information please contact Okalee Indian Vil- 
lage at (954) 797-5551. 



Marisol Gonzalez 

Santa Claus takes a break from delivering presents to 
demonstrate alligator wrestling at the Okalee celebration. 



Winterfest Kicks Off With Black Tie Ball 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — 

The 2008 Seminole Winter- 
fest Boat Parade festivities 
kicked off in style on Dec. 6 
as the Hard Rock played 
host to the annual Black Tie 
Ball. 

As a big event in the 
community each year, it is 
also now known as the 
largest holiday gala in Fort 
Lauderdale, and one of the 
most anticipated formal 
events in South Florida. 

Featuring an array of 
glitz and glamour, the bash 
came complete with go-go 
dancers as well as Elvis 
Presley, Pee-wee Herman 
and Santa Claus imperson- 
ators. A cocktail party, 



Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. (Second from Right) and guests. 


music, dinner, dancing and recognition of the event’s J r -> w ^° a ^ so serves as Winterfest’s chairman elect, rep- 
title sponsor, the Seminole Tribe, also highlighted the resented the Tribe at the event. 

aff'ai r. “We have gone from spectator to title sponsor,” 

“Thanks goes to the Seminole Tribe of Florida Re P- Osceola said. “What a great way to show the way 
because they have once again enabled us to take this to South Florida spends its holidays.” 


international levels with their continued support,” said 
Winterfest President Lisa Scott-Founds. 


‘We used to have to float down the canal on boats, 

^ ^ now we are on yachts,” he added. “The evolution con- 

Honywood Tribal" Council Rep.~Max B. Osceola tinues and jt is a great way to spread the joy of the hol- 
iday season.” 

Both live and silent auc- 
tions also offered a vast selec- 
tion of collectables including: a 
2009 IS250 JM Lexus vehicle, 
a Miami Dolphins game suite, 
a seven night cruise from Costa 
Cruises, an autographed mini 
helmet autographed by Miami 
Dolphin greats Don Shula, Dan 
Marino, Bob Griese and others, 
an autographed picture of 
National Basketball Associa- 
tion legend Michael Jordan, 
and guitars autographed by 
music legends Garth Brooks 
and Bob Dylan. 

The evening served as a 
precursor to the Winterfest 
Grand Marshal Reception, as 
well as the 37th annual Winter- 
ChrsC Jenk'ns ^ est Boat Parade, which took 

Hollywood Board Rep. Gloria Wilson (C) enjoys the cocktail party festivities with Tribal S 

citizens Elsie Bowers (L) and Judy Jones (R). waterways on Dec. 13. 
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Ysla Meras, 3, and Derrick Smith, 4, in bumper-to-bumper traffic. 


Brighton Preschoolers Race for Charity 


| BRIGHTON 


The largest SUV Fleet m South Florida and the lowest prices. 

Fleet: Ferrari. Porsche. LjmEjgrghini, Hummer HZ Cadillac Escalade 2000. Chrysler 300. 



MILLENIUM LIMO, INC. 

www . iriilleniurnliTno.com 

Over IS Hummers , Cftrysters, Mercedes and Escalades to choose from ! 



Party Bus | iu«m5p*ww 


Starting out at $55/hr for Regular Limos 
$99/hr for Hummer H2 Limos and Escalade Limos 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — The Brighton 
Preschoolers bundled up as they hopped on 
their tricycles to participate in a Trike-A- 
Thon, held at the preschool on Nov. 19. The 
proceeds from the event benefitted the St. 
Jude Children’s Research Hospital. 

Teachers and parents assisted the chil- 
dren as they were brought out to ride in dif- 
ferent age groups, ranging from 1 to 5. 

The 1 -year-olds kicked things off as 
Keanu Bert took an early lead. Next up, the 
2-year-olds pedaled away as much as their 
little legs would let them. The older chil- 
dren followed with determination, as they 
rode around and around the school’s circu- 
lar driveway, not even breaking a sweat. 

Members of Brighton’s Fire Rescue 
and Seminole Police Departments cheered 
the youngsters on alongside the track. 



Rachel Buxton 

Keanu Bert, 1, looks ahead to the 
finish line. 


Rachel Buxton 

Deagan Osceola, 4, rides full 
speed ahead. 


Financial Literacy Seminar Offered to Young Adults 





Staff Reporter 


Rachel Buxton 

Class instructor Jennifer Villalobos, of Vrencik & Associates, guides the class 
through a problem to figure out how to compound interest. 


BRIGHTON — Young Trib- 
al adults attended a financial liter- 
acy seminar at the Pemayetv Ema- 
hakv Charter School Administra- 
tive Office Dec. 6 to help teach 
them how to successfully manage 
money. The all-day event included 
games, activities and discussions 
touching on different financial 
topics. 

Jennifer Villalobos (Tohono 
O’odham) of Vrencik & Associ- 
ates, a Los Angeles-based compa- 
ny she founded specializing in 
bringing financial literacy, entre- 
preneurship and leadership work- 
shops to reservations and urban 
communities, taught the class. Vil- 
lalobos started things off with a 
prayer and then led into introductions where everyone 
told the group what they knew about money so far. 

Some students talked about how having jobs has 
helped teach them about money. Others mentioned how 
the struggling economy and the financial increase of 
products have opened their eyes when it comes to 
finances. 

“I learned the hard way,” Villalobos shared. “I’ve 


made a lot of mistakes and if someone like me who 
went from no money, bad credit, to where I’m at now, 
anyone can.” 

The first discussion showed how a community 
such as the Seminole Tribe is affected by the economy. 
Villalobos showed the students a diagram that 
illustrated where many people spend their 
money. Through this diagram the students 
surprisingly found out the majority of Tribal 
spending takes place outside of the Tribe, 
referred to as a leaking economy. 

The students then split into groups and 
brainstormed about the future of the Tribe and 
where they hope to see it in the year 2028. 

Each group presented their ideas, with 
many suggesting the Tribe spend money on 
spiritual and cultural aspects, such as lan- 
guage preservation, in the coming future. In 
addition, some of the students expressed an 
interest in opening smaller movie theater, 
grocery store and nail salon businesses for the 
Tribe to maintain spending within the com- 
munity. 

They then had to envision themselves 
and their own financial situations 20 years 
down the road. 

“We have the opportunity to do any- 
thing,” said Summer Billie, 19, a sophomore 
at Florida Gulf Coast University. “We can 


afford to go to college and I think we should work in the 
real world to gain experience.” 

During the class, the students learned about long- 
and short-term saving goals. Their instructor also taught 
them how to manifest those goals and to make them 
reality. 

“The first step to making goals happen is to write 
them down,” said Villalobos. 

She told them they should keep track of 
their purchases and accurately manage their 
checking and savings accounts. They also 
learned about different types of checking 
accounts, interest rates, credit cards, loans 
and how to decide on a bank to use. 

In addition, Villalobos explained differ- 
ent types of expenditures, including fixed, 
flexible and luxury purchases. She distributed 
monthly expense worksheets which outlined 
different life scenarios that the students used 
to determine how each person in the scenario 
would have to divide their monthly income. 
One scenario was a single parent with no job, 
another was a full-time student working a 
part-time job and another was a married indi- 
vidual with children. 

The seminar helped show the young 
adults that there is more to just having and 
spending money. Some students even took 
extra copies of the monthly expense work- 
sheet home to help create a personal monthly 
budget. 

The next financial literacy seminar will 
take place in Hollywood in February 2009. 

Starting in July 2009, the Seminole Tribe’s Execu- 
tive Administrative Office will sponsor a series of 
monthly financial literacy classes. These classes will 
focus on a specific financial topic, rather than just a 
general overview. 


Rachel Buxton 

Siblings Cody, 17, and Summer Billie, 19, brainstorm about their finan- 
cial future. 


Rachel Buxton 

Victor Osceola, 17, shares his group’s vision for the future of the Tribe. 
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Tribe Holds First Intercessoiy Prayer Gathering 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Tribal ministry, council mem- 
bers, citizens and community members gathered in the 
name of faith on Nov. 22 at the Big Cypress Rodeo 
Arena. 

The Tribe’s first Intercessory Prayer Gathering 
brought locals from the Big Cypress community, 


Immokalee and Hollywood, as far away as Tampa, and 
everywhere else in between, for the event. 

First Indian Baptist Church of Brighton Reverend 
Wonder Johns emceed the event, 
which could be described as a spir- 
itual revival. 

“God is a forgiving God,” 

Johns said. “We always will need 
help in cleaning up our sins.” 

“This kind of day was a joyful 
day,” Chairman Mitchell Cypress 
said. “I am glad the ministry came 
together to help deliver a good mes- 
sage.” 

Others involved also included: 

BC First Baptist Church Pastor 
Bruce Pratt, and BC New Testa- 
ment Baptist Church Reverend 
Arlen J. Payne. 

“In God is our life, in God is 
our hope, in God is our health,” 

Pratt explained. 

The idea for the day came from 
the Chairman and other leaders in 
the ministry. All those involved 
expressed a need to bring more 
humility, support for Tribal leader- 
ship, a message of love and help 
within the Tribal communities. The 
event’s organizers, the Tribal min- 
istries and Chairman Mitchell 


Cypress, aim to eventually have similar gatherings on a 
monthly or quarterly basis. 

Tribal citizen Moses Jumper candidly admitted to a 
non-Christian faith in his younger years, but said God’s 
presence now remains strong in his life. 

“I am glad the faith was put in me to come and 
offer my own words of strength, faith and courage,” he 
expressed.” “I think it was a great thing and thank the 
Tribal leaders for bringing us together.” 

The day also offered an opportunity 
to renew hopes and beliefs. 

“If it were not for Him, I would not 
be here today,” Brighton Council Rep. 
Roger Smith stressed while discussing 
his survival of a heart attack in his past. 

“Me and my brother [Chairman 
Mitchell Cypress] grew up in the church, 
but somewhere along the lines we let it 
go by the wayside, so this is good to 
bring us all back,” BC Tribal Council 
Rep. David Cypress pointed out. 

“I grew up in a house of the Lord, 
and I pray everyday because without the 
Lord you will be lost,” Hollywood Trib- 
al Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. said. 

Immokalee Tribal citizen Fredona 
Garcia said she got an invite from moth- 
er, Delores Jumper, Immokalee’s Board 
of Directors liaison. 

“Something brought me here but I 
do not know what,” Garcia revealed. “I 
think it is nice having such a meeting. 
This unites us and our Tribal leaders.” 

The Tribe’s future and leadership 
development were also discussed. 

“We have a gap today in the church 
and we need our younger people here,” President 
Richard Bowers Jr. said. “The root of all evil is the love 
of money, not money itself.” 
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BC Residents Usher in Holiday 
Season with Luncheon 



BY CHRIS C. JENKINS the event. 

Staff Reporter “It was nice to be in the BC community,” Ethel 

Gopher said. “This is the kickoff of the Christmas sea- 

BIG CYPRESS — Tribal citizens, employees and son, so it is really nice to celebrate it with everybody.” 
community members got into the holiday spirit a little Big Cypress New Testament Baptist Church Pastor 
early on Dec. 1 at the Herman L. Osceola Gymnasium Arlen Payne agreed. 

for the annual Community Christmas Luncheon. The “It was a great start to the upcoming Christmas sea- 
gathering featured songs, food, picture taking and a son,” Payne expressed, 
good time for all. 

enjoyed prizes and raffles 
including: portable DVD 
players, digital cameras, 

Blu-ray® disk players and 
the grand prize, a 2008 
Can- Am ATV four wheel- 
er vehicle. 

“This is when the 
community needs to defi- 
nitely come together,” 
said President Richard 
Bowers Jr. “Everyone gets 
to see their friends and 
family ... It is also about 
the real meaning of 
Christmas, which is cele- 
brating the birth of Jesus 
Christ.” 

“It is always a good 
time to get together for a 
feast,” Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress said of the 
catered spread. 

Brighton residents 
and sisters, Ethel and 
Beulah Gopher, came into 
town for the day to see 
their grandchildren. They 

enjoyed the day as well, Chris C. Jenkins 

making their first visit to (L-R) Birthday mom Maranda Osceola, and daughter, Vanessa, enjoy the food and fun. 


2009 Big Cypress 4-H Officers Elected 



The new Big Cypress 4-H officers were elected at the Oct. 4-H meeting. The officers are (L-R) Dara Koenez, Tana Bear-Osce- 
ola, Tyler Tigertail, Andre Landin, Reagan Tigertail, Cooper Rivers and Justin Roff. 
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| IMMOKALEE 

4-H Swine Program Kicks Off in Immokalee 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — Nov. 24 was a big day for the 
4-H participants in Immokalee who plan to raise a 
swine project for the 2009 4-H Show and Sale. 

On that day, Immokalee/Big Cypress 4-H Coordi- 
nator Alphonso Tigertail arrived 
with a trailer load of pigs for the 
children to select for their live- 
stock. 

Although some of the 
youngsters had made arrange- 
ments to acquire their pigs from 
different sources, two-thirds of 
the group saw their swine for the 
first time as the frailer backed 
into the bam entrance. The 
remainder of the animals had 
already arrived or would be there 
within the next few days. Excite- 
ment filled the air as the children 
rushed to catch a glimpse of the 
long awaited livestock. 

All swine specimen are 
carefully chosen for conforma- 
tion, breed characteristics, 
weight limitations and growth 
potential. It is paramount that all 
of the animals arrive in good 
health and they are closely mon- 
itored throughout the project to 
insure these standards. 

Pen selection took place 
during the previous week, fol- 
lowed by a thorough cleaning of the bam and then 
installation of feeders and water suppliers. Tigertail 
congratulated the youth on their achievements and gave 
them a briefing on the initial care of their new respon- 
sibilities. 

“In order for your pigs to prosper and become a 
successful project, they must remain healthy, and have 


clean water and feed at all times,” said Tigertail. “Their 
pens must be kept clean and free of insects. Prevention 
of disease takes a lot less work and expense than treat- 
ing sick animals. Sufficient exercise is mandatory, if 
you are going to succeed.” 

Following the initial instructions, the participants’ 
names went into a hat. Upon the drawing of their name, 


each child took a turn going into the trailer and picking 
out their pig. Their parents or sponsors then assisted in 
transferring the animal to its new home. 

Although a first time experience for some of the 
group, many had raised pigs before, and quickly 
entered their pens to begin the adaptation process. Upon 
giving names to their animals, the projects officially got 
underway. 

Immokalee ’s new 4-H offi- 
cers, President Jessica Lopez, 
Vice President Alexis Aguilar, 
Treasurer Spencer Jock, Secre- 
tary Demi Garza, Sergeant at 
Arms Keniyah Yzaguirre and 
Recorder Larissa DeLaRosa, 
quickly accepted responsibility 
for their new duties:. 

The group held their first 
meeting on Dec. 2 to determine 
their progress and address any 
concerns related to their proj- 
ects. Prior to the meeting, Tiger- 
tail and parent volunteers 
administered penicillin shots, 
health examinations and 
attached identification tags to 
each of the pigs. 

The official weigh-in will 
take place in mid-December; 
after which the group will have 
approximately 120 days to com- 
plete their project and prepare 
for the annual show and sale. 



Judy Weeks 

Jon Jimmie rubs the back of his new pig as they get acquainted. 



Immokalee 4-H President Jessica Lopez examines one of the new swine projects. 



Immokalee/Big Cypress 4-H Coordinator Alphonso Tigertail gives initial instructions for the swine projects. 
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Tribal Citizen Goes on First Elk Hunt 


BY ERICA M. DEITZ 
Contributing Writer 

RIGGINS, Idaho — I always wanted to go big 
game hunting, but always seemed to be too busy to 
actually plan for the big hunt. With a lot of planning and 
logistical help from my parents, who said they would 
watch the kids, I signed up for an elk hunt with the 
Mountain View Elk Ranch located outside of Riggins, 
Idaho, for a November hunt. 

The elk ranch is located within a 1,200 acre moun- 
tainside, with panoramic views of the Seven Devils and 
the Salmon River Mountain Ranges. At 6,000 feet ele- 
vation, one feels as though they are on top of the world 
with beautiful mountain landscapes in every direction. 

This was my first attempt at a big game hunt and it 
became a lot more involved than what I had anticipat- 
ed. Fortunately, I had a great coach, my husband, 
Bruce, who also did my reloading. 

I was also fortunate to be outfitted with the appro- 
priate firearm, a Remington .338, we purchased from 
my father-in-law, Harvey. The .338 was glass-bedded, 
machined throughout, and had a custom fitted muzzle 
break. In other words, it was a good rifle that was made 
into an even better one. 

Prior to the hunt, I went on several outings with my 
husband for target practice at a rifle range near 
our home in Emmett, Idaho. I practiced shoot- 
ing the rifle until I was confident and consistent 
with my tight grouping on and around the 10 
mark. 

The day before the hunt, my husband and I 
drove 2 and a half hours from Emmett to just 
east of Riggins. Even with the beautiful coun- 
tryside to watch from my truck window, I 
thought of the hunt all the way there. In the 
meantime, Bruce and I would go over what 
could happen and how to execute a good shot. 

“Just please do not shoot the elk in the 
guts,” my husband asked of me at different 
times in our conversations about the hunt. 

When we arrived at our intended destina- 
tion, the hunting lodge, we immediately felt 
quite comfortable with our new surroundings. 

Our accommodations were very nice and the 
lodge was a great place to have our meals. After 
we turned in for the night, all I could think 
about was the hunt awaiting me the next morn- 
ing. 


The elk hunt was something I took seriously, and 
even though you prepare as best as you can, nothing 
truly prepares you until you actually do it. We drove 
with our guide through switch backs on loggin roads 
until we started spotting good sized elk. When we 
decided on the elk I was going to take, I began stalking 
it on foot. 

It was exciting to get close enough to the intended 
target and then settle down to a good vantage point to 
take a shot. All I could think about was to not move the 
rifle too much, and aim the crosshairs in the middle of 
the elk just behind the shoulder. I squeezed a shot and 
reloaded again. 

The one shot was enough to put the elk down; the 
bullet did its job by decimating the heart. The rifle was 
sited in at 100 yards and the shot was taken at about 
200-250 yards from the target. The 6X6 bull elk 
weighed more than 1,000 pounds, and the antlers Safari 
scored at 373 2/8 with impressive daggers. 

I was in awe of how huge an elk could get and very 
happy that I didn’t miss. It was a very humbling and 
memorable moment that added to the Thanksgiving 
holiday. 

Tribal citizens Erica and Bruce Deitz reside with 
their three children in the rural town of Emmett , Idaho. 



Submitted by Erica M. Deitz 


The Mountain View Elk Ranch Lodge, with the picturesque Seven 
Devil’s Mountain Range in the background. 
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Criminal Defense 
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Domestic Violence 
Family Law 
Child Support 
Traffic Tickets 
« 


606 West Sugarland Hwy. 
Clewiston, Florida 


The Law Office of 

Joseph “Jody” M. Hendry, II 

863-98 3-LAWS (5297) 


Dr. Rush Can Help Youf 


Dr* Brian C Rush 
Chiropractic Physician 
10830 Pines Blvd. * Pembroke Pines 
(954} 432-5006 
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‘Seminole Wind’ Recognized at 



BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

SAN FRANCISCO — The American 
Indian Film Institute (AIFI) celebrated the 
best of the best in native filmmaking at the 
33rd Annual Film Festival, held Nov. 15 at 
the historic Palace of the Fine Arts. 


Shea performs “Seminole Wind” on stage. 


The Seminole Tribe held top billing as 
the event’s title sponsor once again this year 
and also entered a six minute video and 
song remake of the John Anderson country 
classic “Seminole Wind” in the Video-Short 
Film category. 

The award in this category, however, 
went to singer/songwriter Crystal Shawanda 
for her crossover hit, “You Can 
Let Go.” With more than 150 
total entries in the festival from 
both the U.S. and Canada, the 
competition was fierce. 

Deputy Director of Promo- 
tions Micki Free directed the 
Tribe’s entry video and Cherokee 
recording artist Shea sung lead 
vocals. The two also performed 
the song live at the event. 

“It was just such an honor to 
be there,” Shea expressed. 

She said the song brings 
back strong memories of her late 
uncle, who introduced her to the 
song years ago. 

“It was an extremely person- 
al project for me and when the 
song came out, it gave a strong 
personal reflection on Native 
Americans,” Shea said. 

Video director Micki Free 
said although the video did not 
win, it brought recognition to the 
Seminole Tribe and the dedica- 
tion of the Tribal citizens. 

“We had the facilities, the 
Tribal members, and the support, 
and that is what we wanted, but 
. „ . . . in a real setting,” Free said of the 
video-making process. Even 



AIFI founder Michael Smith (C), along with wife, Cindy Spencer (Second from Right), receive 
authentic Seminole patchwork gifts from Trail Liaison William Osceola (R), and sisters Beverly 
Alumbaugh (L) and Janice Osceola (Second from Left). 


American Indian Film Festival 




though it did not win, it was a nice 
feather we can put in the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida cap.” 

As the most prominent nation- 
wide source for Native American 
films, the festival premieres new 
feature films, shorts, public service 
announcements, music videos and 
documentaries. 

“This festival is the corner- 
stone of our community,” AIFI 
Founder and Director Michael 
Smith explained. “We really want 
to continue to promote this as an 
empowerment tool for American 
Indian families especially.” 

In addition to Free and Shea 
performing “Seminole Wind,” the 
show also featured other live 
entertainment. Performances and 
appearances included: violinist 
Swil Kanim, actor Michael Horse, 
comedian Charlie Hill, actress 
Tonantzin Carmelo and the Yaw 
Tei Yi Dancers of Juneau, Alaska. 

Among the other categories, 
and 14 awards presented, the 2008 
AIFI winners included: Best Film: 

“Before Tomorrow,” by directors 
Marie-Helene Cousineau and 
Madeline Piujuq Ivalu; Best 

Director: Georgina Lightning for “Older director Carlos Bolado. 
than America;” Best Actor: Trevor Dup- According to its website, aifisf.com, 
lessis for “In a World Created By a Drunk- the AIFI is a non-profit media arts center 
en God;” Best Actress: Candace Fox for founded in 1979. It hopes to foster an under- 
“Moccasin Flats: Redemption;” Best Sup- standing of the culture, traditions and issues 
porting Actor: Wes Studi for “Older than of contemporary Native Americans. The 
America;” Best Supporting Actress: Misty event also falls in conjunction with Nation- 
Upham for “Frozen River;” and Best Docu- al Indian Heritage Month, observed annual- 
mentary Feature: “River of Renewal” by ly in November. 


Chris C. Jenkins 

Tribal Deputy Director of Promotions Micki Free intro- 
duces “Seminole Wind” in the Film Festival’s Best Video- 
Short Film category. 



How to Select 
the Right Tax 
Return Preparer 

SUBMITTED BY RSM MCGLADREY 

Tribally-Spnsored Tax Return Preparers 

The United States Treasury published 
several bulletins warning taxpayers against 
tax preparers who may take advantage of 
them. 

Subsequently, the Treasury recom- 
mends following these helpful hints when 
choosing a tax return preparer: avoid tax 
preparers who claim they can obtain larger 
refunds than other preparers; use a rep- 
utable tax professional that signs your tax 
return as a paid preparer and provides you 
with a copy for your records; and, consider 
whether the tax professional offers elec- 
tronic filing options and other payment 
options that you want. 

You should also consider the follow- 
ing: whether the individual or firm will be 
around to answer questions about the prepa- 
ration of your return, months, even years, 
after the return has been filed; and, whether 
the tax professional can represent you if the 
IRS audits your return. 

As members of the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida, you should be aware of tax issues 
specifically relating to you. 

Recent changes signed into law by 
President Bush have raised the “Kiddie 
Tax” age limit to 19-24 for full time stu- 
dents. Previously this only applied to mem- 
bers under the age of 18. Failure to correct- 
ly compute tax due by ignoring the Kiddie 
Tax could result in penalties and interest. 

Why you should use tax preparers 
sponsored by the Tribe? 

Why pay more than $250 of your 
money to receive a refund loan when they 
can prepare your return without any fees to 
you and you can receive your refund in as 
little as 10 business days? 

Representatives from RSM 
McGladrey are qualified to assist you with 
complex tax issues, including IRS notices 
or audits. 

If you decide to have your tax return 
prepared by someone other than the Tribe 
sponsored preparer, please make sure that 
your preparer meets all of the qualifications 
mentioned. 


Express Tax Services offered at 
Fundamental Enterprises, Inc. 


Located on the Immokalee Reservation at 

304 Lena Frank Drive 
Immokalee, FL 34142 

Office 239-867-5442 
Cell 239-503-481 1 

For Information ask for Lori Lara or Benny Motlow 

Notary Services Available 
Open All Year Around 

1040, 1040 A, 1040EZ 
And Business Returns 

$$$ Get Your Money Fast (1 -2 Days) $$$ 
BANK PRODUCTS 
RAL'S (Refund Anticipation Loan) 
RT'S (Refund Transfers) 

Certified ERO provider by the IRS 

Quality of Service You Deserve At a Price You Can Afford 
1 0 Years of Quality Experience 



All Tribal Members 
***COUPON*** 

$25.00 OFF ANY 
REGULAR PRICED RETURN 

(EXPIRES 4/1 5/2009) 

All Tribal Children Returns Priced at $50.00 
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Hollywood Seniors Celebrate Thanksgiving 

BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — Seniors and community mem- 
bers gathered for the annual Thanksgiving luncheon, 
held at the Senior Center on Nov 19. 

The Tribal elders came together to give thanks at 
the beginning of the holiday season. Coleman Josh 
spoke to the crowd and thanked everyone for joining in 
on their holiday meal. 

Among those present were: Hollywood Board Rep. 

Gloria Wilson, Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. 

Osceola Jr. and Chairman Mitchell Cypress. Each 



Marisol Gonzale 

(L-R) Wanda Bowers, Sonny and Christine Nevaquaya enjoy 
spending time together at the Thanksgiving party. 



Marisol Gonzalez 

Dorothy Tucker signs for the prize she won in the raffle. 


shared a few words on what they were thankful for. 

Rep. Osceola thanked God and his elders and went 
on to share memories of both his high school years and 
growing up close to his family. 

Rep. Wilson joined the gathering and thanked the 
Hollywood community for all the support they give her. 

“I am pleased to have a strong community that 
reacts and joins together.” Rep. Wilson stated. 

The event also included raffles and Bingo games. 



Kendra Thomas, 2, said she is thankful to have her mom, Kelly. 

Brighton Community Members Give Thanks 




Staff Reporter 


BRIGHTON — The Brighton community put 
things on hold to give thanks and spend time with 
friends and family at their many Thanksgiving lunch- 
eons. Thanksgiving is a time to remember the past and 
be grateful for the present, and that’s just what Brighton 
did. 

Senior Thanksgiving 

Brighton seniors celebrated their Thanksgiving on 
Nov. 20 at the Senior Center, where they indulged in 
friendship, good food and fun times. The room was dec- 
orated in a fall theme with turkeys and scarecrows. 

Before dining on the feast, the seniors worked up 
an appetite playing Bingo and Plinko for festive prizes. 

Board of Directors Rep. Johnnie Jones Sr. thanked 
the seniors for all they do for the community, especial- 
ly with the children. He also spoke on the importance of 
keeping traditions alive. 

In an effort to keep one Seminole tradition going, 
he passed out packages of country milled grits he 
brought back from Tallahassee so families could enjoy 
sofkee on Thanksgiving. 

Pastor Wonder Johns offered the invocation before 
the seniors then enjoyed turkey, ribs and all the trim- 
mings. 

Preschool Thanksgiving 

Family and friends were invited to a Thanksgiving 
lunch with the preschoolers on Nov. 24 under the chic- 
kee at the school. Tables were adorned with handmade 
turkey centerpieces by the children. The 4-year-olds 
welcomed the guests with their rendition of “Did You 
Ever See a Turkey.” 

Children and their visitors filled their plates with 
turkey, ham, yams, green beans and com, and then 


(L-R) Sue Ellen Johnston and Happy Jones give thanks for friendship. 


topped it off with pumpkin 
pie. 

Community Thanksgiv- 
ing 

The Brighton Tribal 
Offices closed for lunch on 
Nov. 25 and welcomed the 
community and staff to the 
gymnasium for a Thanksgiv- 
ing meal that included enter- 
tainment and door prizes. 

The gym was decorated 
with autumn flowers, cornu- 
copias and even an inflatable 
turkey. Community members 
and staff enjoyed music from 
the all-female band Inside 
Out, and Thanksgiving staple 
foods catered by Renegade 
Barbeque. 

The meal was spent 
catching up with old and new 
friends and sharing plans for 
the upcoming holiday season. 




Chris C. Jenkins 

(L-R) Ronnie Billie Sr. and Chairman Mitchell Cypress 
extend their best Thanksgiving and Christmas wishes. 


BC Community Celebrates Thanksgiving Holilday 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — Tribal employees, citizens and 
the community members gathered once again to cele- 
brate the 300-plus year tradition of Thanksgiving on 
Nov. 26 at the Herman L. Osceola Gymnasium. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress, BC Tribal Council 
Rep. David Cypress and BC Board Rep Cicero Osceo- 
la also joined in for some music, food and good times. 

Many in attendance gave thanks and expressed 
what the day means to them. 

“It is a good day,” Rep Cypress said. “You 
have to give thanks and you have to be thankful 
every day.” 

“We have been very blessed as a Tribe,” Rep. 
Cypress added. 

Many Tribal citizens and employees in atten- 
dance also shared their thoughts on the importance 
of taking the time out to be thankful. 

“It means family, fun, happiness, love and 
food,” said Minnie Tigertail. “We definitely cannot 
forget about that.” 

Almira Billie said she was thankful for “being 
with my family for dinner and cookouts.” 

Tribal employee Nancy Rojas of the Big 
Cypress Community Center also said Thanksgiv- 
ing helps her remember what’s important in life. 

“It means family, giving thanks and I think we 
have lost the meaning of that,” Rojas explained. 

Tribal citizen Geraldine Osceola attended the 
event with her family. She said she enjoyed reunit- 
ing with old friends and acquaintances. 

“It is also about getting together and seeing 
people,” Osceola stated. “A nice time to do that is 
at Thanksgiving.” 

The first Thanksgiving celebration held in 
America occurred in 1619. How the day came to be 
held on a Thursday is not widely known. Many 
believe that the first Thanksgivings were held on a 


Thursday, and in some cases Wednesday, as to not inter- 
fere with the Sabbath. 

In centuries past, the Sabbath was widely regarded 
as a very important day. Saturday was a day of prepara- 
tion and Monday was reserved to give the Sabbath its 
proper respect. With such restrictions and maneuvering, 
Thursday became the logical and best choice. 

The first national celebration of Thanksgiving 
occurred in 1777. The one-time only event occurred at 
this time as a way to celebrate the American defeat of 
the British at Saratoga. In 1941, Congress declared it to 
be the fourth Thursday in November. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Tommy W. Billie relaxes while enjoying the entertainment. 
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4-H Hosts Thanksgiving Turkey Shoot 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

Members of the Seminole 4-H Program 
held their annual Turkey Shoot in Big 
Cypress on Nov. 20 at the Junior Cypress 
Rodeo Arena, and again on Nov. 22 at the 
John Jimmie Memorial Rodeo Arena in 
Immokalee. 

According to Seminole 4-H Project 
Coordinator for Big Cypress and 



Judy Weeks 


Seminole 4-H Project Coordinator for Big 
Cypress and Immokalee Alfonso Tlgertail (R) 
congratulates Pete Aguilar Sr. (L) upon winning 
the “Unconquered Seminole” commemorative 
rifle at the Immokalee shoot. 


Immokalee Alfonso Tigertail, the 4-H Pro- 
gram does more than just teach youngsters 
how to raise animals, and this event show- 
cased that. 

“Teaching responsibility, building self- 
respect and nurturing family values is at the 
foundation of our organization,” Tigertail 
said. “While these turkey shoots are 
fundraisers, their primary goal is bringing 
families and communities together in sup- 
port of our youth.” 

“Children look for leadership,” contin- 
ued Tigertail. “Tools for life come from the 
home and parents are the role models that 
shape the lives of the next generation. A 
successful 4-H program brings the whole 
family together.” 

During the annual Turkey Shoot, the 4- 
H participants worked shoulder to shoulder 
with their family members manning the reg- 
istration booths, operating the concession 
stands and selling raffle tickets. The result 
was a well organized operation that partici- 
pants of all ages enjoyed. 

The Turkey Shoots comprised 20 
rounds each, with 10 targets per round. 
Contestants received the option of using 
their own 12-gauge shotgun or one supplied 
for the occasion with a field load of bird 
shot ammunition. The rounds accommodat- 
ed categories for men, women, youth and 
mixed competitors. 

The ability to simply hit the target with 
a cluster of pellets provided a winning 
opportunity for each individual; the rest 
came down to luck. Judges examined the 


targets peppered with lead pellets and deter- 
mined the winner by the shot closest to the 
center. Prizes for the rounds alternated 
between turkeys and hams. 

The Seminole Police Dept, took an 
active part at both locations and offered 
safety instruction in the use of firearms. 
Officers distributed targets, established the 
shooting lineup and judged the results for 
each round. Helping the youngsters support 
the shotgun, several officers volunteered 
their shoulders to accept the recoil. 

Though temperatures dipped into the 
low-50s, participants and spectators in Big 
Cypress still enjoyed the Turkey Shoot. 
Gathering around a big bonfire, they con- 
sumed bowls of hot chili and roasted marsh- 
mallows. A picnic atmosphere surrounded 
the Immokalee concession with homemade 
donations and meat sandwiches hot off the 
grill. 

In the week prior to the events, 4-H’ers 
sold raffle tickets for each reservation. Lim- 
ited Edition Unconquered Seminole com- 
memorative long barrel .22 caliber rifles 
were raffled off at each location. Manufac- 
tured by the Henry Repeating Arms Co., 
these collector firearms drew numerous 
admirers, and helped 4-H raise a consider- 
able amount in ticket sales. 

The rifle etching memorialized the 
Seminole Wars from 1817-1858 and includ- 
ed the following engagements: 1835 Battle 
of Withlacoochee, 1835 Dade Battlefield, 
1836 Battle of Wahoo Swamp and 1837 
Battle of Lake Okeechobee. 

Charlie Cypress and Pete Aguilar Sr. 
held the winning tickets for the rifles. Fred 
Phillips received a beautiful Seminole jack- 
et and Abe Rockwell took home a hand- 
some sum from the 50/50 Raffle. 



Judy Weeks 

Alfonso Alvarado checks his target for the shot 
that won him a ham at the Turkey Shoot. 



Judy Weeks 


SPD Officer Jerry “Gator” Zapp helps Ethan Aguilar locate the target with his shotgun sights. 



Alfonso Tigertail (L) braces the shotgun stock against his shoulder to reduce the recoil for Zepha- 
niah Roberts. 



Tony Bert (R) watches his brother, Cody, compete for a turkey. 
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Participants in the 4-H Turkey Shoot, held in Brighton, wait for the results of the competition 

Community Members Attend 4-H Turkey Shoot 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — Brighton 4-H held their annual 
Turkey Shoot on Nov. 22 at the Brighton Golfing 
Range. 

Men, women and children competed to win a 
turkey or ham for their family to enjoy on Thanksgiv- 
ing. 

Shooters could sign up to participate in 22 rounds, 
with the last two sponsored by Andrew Bowers. 




Amos Tiger takes careful aim. 


Each round consisted of 10 shooters shooting a 12 
gauge shotgun at an 8.5” x 11” target with a picture of 
a turkey on it. After each round, members of the Semi- 
nole Police Dept, collected the targets and judged each 
one, determining which shooter hit closest to the center. 

Jason Tommie, Erena Billie, James Weimann, 
Brandon Billie, Yahola Buck, Jerry Smith, Preston 
Smith and Quinton Smith won. 

Members of Brighton 4-H sold tickets to raffle off 
a Seminole commemorative 22-inch long rifle lever 
action gun, which Emery Billie won. 

Members of 4-H, along with the Steer and Swine 
Clubs, sold hamburgers, hotdogs and baked goods as 
fundraisers. 
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Thanksgiving Celebrations Abound in Immokalee 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

IMMOKALEE — The tradition of the Thanksgiv- 
ing holiday began when Native Americans joined the 
newly-arrived European settlers for a celebration of the 
fall harvest several hundred years ago. In more recent 
times, the U.S. government has declared by proclama- 
tion that November should be recognized as National 
American Indian Heritage Month. 

In celebration, the members of the Immokalee 
community participated in numerous events throughout 
the month of November. Themes for the occasions cen- 
tered on fruit and vegetable harvests, fall colors derived 
from the changing of leaves, traditional foods and fam- 
ily gatherings. 

“We should be grateful every day for our Seminole 
heritage and the rich culture that has been passed down 
to us through our ancestors,” said Immokalee Tribal 
Council Liaison Elaine Aguilar. “Thanksgiving is a 
time to count our blessings and realize how fortunate 
we are to have each other.” 

“In many ways we are like one big family and it is 
important that we set aside our differences and embrace 
our Native American traditions and family values,” 
Liaison Aguilar added. 

The Immokalee Seminole Preschool staff and par- 
ents, under the direction of Site Manager Michelle 
Ford, coordinated their annual Thanksgiving dinner on 
the evening of Nov. 6 at the Senior Center. Turkey and 
ham were prepared by the preschoolers, while the par- 
ents supplied a multitude of side dishes to complete the 
feast. 

Despite a small school enrollment, the event was 
an overwhelming success. The guest list numbered in 
excess of 100 people. Intrigued by the holiday decora- 


Judy Weeks 

(L-R) The Posadas, Mario, Brandon and Lorraine, join other 
preschoolers and their parents for a Thanksgiving dinner. 


tions, the young hosts and hostesses greeted their fami- 
ly members and took them on a tour of the dining room 
before joining in the blessing of the meal. 

The Immokalee seniors’ Thanksgiving Luncheon 
got underway at 10 a.m. on Nov. 12 with a Bingo com- 
petition. Visitors from Big Cypress, Naples and Trail 
joined the Immokalee seniors for the festivities. 

The customary gossip and banter that generally 
accompany gatherings of old friends and family mem- 
bers filled the room. Ingraham Billie Jr. and his daugh- 
ter, Maggie Porter, joined his sister, Mary R. Billie, her 
granddaughter, Mary Jane, and great-granddaughter, 
Kaitralyn, for a rare family picture. This resulted in a 
chain reaction and before long, numerous people gath- 
ered in front of the harvest display for a photo opportu- 
nity. 

Big Cypress Board Rep. Cicero Osceola brought 
each of the Immokalee seniors a large fruit basket for 
the holiday. They, in turn, presented him with a T-shirt 
and souvenir statue from their trip to North Carolina. 

Raffle tickets were distributed, giving everyone a 
chance to win picture frames, glasses with football 
logos and gift cards from Walmart, Joann’s and Red 
Lobster. Bingo winners were as follows: Regular 
Bingo: Pete Aguilar Sr.; Double Bingo: Linda Frank; 
Letter T: Pete Aguilar Sr.; Kite: Minnie Billie; Full 
Card: Nina Billie. 

Chairman Mitchell Cypress hosted an employee 
appreciation luncheon at the Immokalee Casino on Nov. 
26. 

“There is an old saying, ‘A chain is only as strong 
as its weakest link,”’ Chairman Cypress said. “As 
employees, you have proven to be strong links in the 
chain through your dedication to your jobs. Your efforts 
help to make the Seminole Tribe strong.” 

The Immokalee community Thanksgiving Party 
took place at the Immokalee Seminole Ranch on Nov. 
26. A carnival with rides and games created entertain- 
ment for the youth throughout the afternoon. In addi- 
tion, Ranch Director Kenny Joe Davis Sr. loaded the 
youngsters into wagons and carried them through the 
woods for hay rides. 

Early in the evening, Tribal citizens and communi- 
ty members gathered for a traditional Thanksgiving din- 
ner. Louise Motlow offered the blessing after asking 
everyone to reflect on the many good things that had 
taken place during the past year and then pray to the 
Creator for guidance in the future. 

A Polynesian dance troupe provided the entertain- 
ment for the occasion and took the assembly on an 
imaginary trip to Tahiti and Hawaii. The male fire 
dancers awed the crowd with their athletic ability and 
incredible use of flaming batons. The Luau dancers 
made frequent costume changes and introduced their 
audience to the various expressions of dance native to 
the South Pacific cultures. 

Inviting volunteers to join them on the dance floor, 
the performers gave instruction to individual groups of 
men, women and children. The resulting exhibitions 
proved to be hilarious as the appreciative crowd 
laughed and cheered for their fellow community mem- 
bers. 

Partygoers participated in a fun-filled cake walk 
and then joined the youngsters around the bonfire for a 
marshmallow roast. 


Judy Weeks 

Big Cypress Board Rep. Cicero Osceola presents a Thanks- 
giving fruit basket to Ruth Osceola. 


Judy Weeks 

The Immokalee senior Thanksgiving celebration turns into a small family reunion for the Billie family. (L-R, Back Row) 
Kaitralyn Billie, Mary Jane Billie, Rachel Billie, Ingraham Billie Jr., Maggie Porter, (L-R, Front Row) Martha Billie and Mary R. 
Billie. 
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Immokalee’s seniors show their appreciation to Big Cypress Board Rep. Cicero Osceola for helping sponsor their trip to 
North Carolina. (L-R) Ruth Osceola, Rachel Billie, Delores Jumper, BC Board Rep. Cicero Osceola, Elaine Aguilar, Nancy Mot- 
low and Linda Frank. 


Preschoolers, Families Attend Thanksgiving Lunch 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The Hollywood Preschool held 
their annual Thanksgiving lunch at the gym on Nov 25. 

The children gathered with their families to enjoy a 
traditional Seminole Thanksgiving meal and share what 
they are thankful for. 

Posters made by the children were displayed 
throughout the gym, and centerpieces featuring the chil- 
dren’s pictures were also made as a keepsake for the 
families. 



Marisol Gonzalez 

Alyssa and Betsy Bowers prepare their plates for the Thanks- 
giving lunch. 



Marisol Gonzalez 

Jose Puente Jr. is ready to have lunch with his family. 
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Come celebrate the 38tli Annual Seminole Tribal Fair. 
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Education B 



Chris C. Jenkins 


(L-R) Cassie Alexander and Eliza Billie look through a 
book about the alphabet. 

Ahfachkee School 
Hosts Book Fair 

BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The Ahfachkee School 
hosted its Winter Scholastics Book Fair on Dec. 
1 - 8 . 

The event allowed students the opportunity 
to enjoy a large and varied selection of reading 
materials including: facts and statistical books, 
easy readers, adventure books, advanced readers, 
mysteries and historical biographies. 

“I think it is good because kids are getting 
things they actually need for their classes,” 
Ahfachkee student and Tribal Council Vice Pres- 
ident Tia Osborne said. 

Ahfachkee ninth grader Kaylee Jumper pur- 
chased the New York Times No. 1 bestseller and 
fiction book, “The Invention of Hugo Cabret” by 
author Brian Selznick, at the event. She said she 
enjoys the Book Fair because it gives her a 
chance to read books other than what the school’s 
library offers. 

“We encourage them to get different reading 
experiences,” Ahfachkee Librarian Margarita 
Lugo said. “You can often tell the kids that read 
books. Those that do have and make excellent 
book choices.” 

Lugo said the school hosts book fairs twice 
a year, and she has high hopes for the next one in 
May 2009 because half-off sales will be offered. 

“The good thing is that [the students] are 
actually anticipating the next fair,” she 
explained. 

Lugo said the events also help to bring the 
community closer together. In addition to the 
Book Fair, other activities take place throughout 
the week, including a family night and a commu- 
nity day. 

According to Lugo, the school profited 
around 60 percent from the sales. All book sale 
profits will benefit the expanding school library, 
as well as the teachers’ individual libraries in 
their classrooms. 

Ahfachkee teacher Alison McCulloch 
helped launch the program years ago through the 
supplier, Scholastics Books. Known as a global 
children’s publishing, education and media com- 
pany it supplies children reading and learning 
information. 

For more information please log onto 
www.bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/ 
ahfachkee. 



Chris C. Jenkins 


Second grader Carlos Romero looks at the latest in 
the “Star Wars” book collection. 



Rachel Buxton 

Students and teachers from the Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School walk backwards to raise their heart rates during the American Diabetes Association fundraiser on Nov. 26. 


Pemayetv Emahakv Students Walk for Diabetes Awareness 

School's Fundraising Efforts Collect $7,554 for American Diabetes Association 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — In honor of 
Diabetes Awareness Month, students 
and teachers at the Pemayetv Ema- 
hakv Charter School participated in a 
walk to honor the fight against dia- 
betes on Nov. 26. 

For two weeks prior to the walk, 
students held a fundraiser for the 
American Diabetes Association 
(ADA). Parents sold hotdogs and 
hamburgers at the Halloween Carni- 
val to help raise money. Students col- 
lected donations up until minutes 
before the start of the walk. Together 
the students and parents raised a total 
of $7,554 on behalf of the school for 
the ADA — more than double their 
goal. 

Students gathered in the breeze- 
way to begin the walk. Beth Morlang 
from the Seminole Health Dept, 
spoke about the deadly disease. 

“Diabetes is serious,” she 
explained, “but the good news is that 
Type 2 diabetes can be prevented 
with a healthy lifestyle.” 

As they made their way around 
the walk route, signs lined their path 
with positive and healthful tips such 
as one that read “Get healthy as a 
family, its fun for everyone.” 


Different zones were set up 
along the walk where specific exer- 
cises had to be performed. At one 
zone participants had to walk back- 
wards and at another everyone had to 
do 10 pushups. The Seminole Fire 
Dept, was on hand to assist and make 
sure everyone exercised safely 

According to a study by the 
ADA, American Indians under the 
age of 20 have the highest rate of 
Type 2 diabetes. Diabetes, however, 
is a self-managed disease. By eating 
healthy foods and being physically 
active, diabetes can be controlled and 
even prevented. 

“Easy on sugar and junk food,” 
Morlang told students. “Limit your 
computer and TV time to two hours a 
day, go outside and play; and parents, 
I urge you to join them.” 

In addition to the walk, teachers 
in various classes were encouraged to 
have a poster contest on topics about 
fighting diabetes, healthy eating 
and/or exercise. The top three posters 
from each participating class were 
displayed along the walk path. 

Many classes also decorated T- 
shirts to wear for the event. Ms. Dun- 
can’s kindergarten class opted to 
make paper hats to wear that sent the 
message, “Walk for Diabetes.” 



Rachel Buxton 

Charter School student Tava Harris runs for good health. 


Second Seminole Symposium Held at Broward College 



Elgin Juniper recites his poetry and displays his artwork at 
the symposium. This was his second year participating. 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

PEMBROKE PINES, Fla. — For the second 
year in a row Broward Community College held its 
Seminole Arts And Culture Symposium on Nov. 20. 

Tribal citizens featured their talents to students 
and members of the community. Participants included 
Elgin Jumper, Moses “Bigg” Jumper Jr., Paul “Cow- 
bone” Buster, Carol Cypress, Gordon O. Wareham, 
and Pedro Zepeda, to mention a few. 

Buster sang to the crowd and shared stories. 

“Telling stories was our way of entertainment in 
the past.” he said. 

Wareham played songs on his flute and told sto- 
ries to the crowd. He also expressed his interest in pho- 
tography and shared a photo of alligator wrestler Billy 
Walker with his head inside an alligator’s mouth. 

Elgin Jumper recited his poetry while displaying 
his artwork and Cypress showed off her beading. 
Zepeda displayed and discussed beadwork on his Ban- 
dolier bag; he also explained some rules about the 
Bandolier bag making pertaining to Seminole tradi- 
tion. 

Each exhibitor brought history and knowledge of 
their culture to the group. 

Project Director Kyra Belan from Broward Com- 
munity College, and also the event’s planner and coor- 
dinator, said the event was a great success and plans to 
continue scheduling more events to make the Seminole 
presence known throughout the college campus. 



Paul “Cowbone” Buster plays the guitar and tells stories to 
the crowd. 
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Outstanding Charter School Students Honored 

Students Recognized for Sept 1-12 



Kindergarten: 

Mrs. Duncan - Kobe Jimmie 
Mrs. Webber - Destiny Elliott 


Second Grade: 

Mrs. Ball - Raely Matthews 
Mrs. Moss - Aleina Micco 


Fourth Grade: 

Mrs. Williams - Drayton Billie 
Mrs. Tedders - Sean Osceola 


First Grade: 

Mrs. Davis - Mallorie Thomas 
Mrs. Ringstaff - Kamani Smith 
Mrs. Hudson - Katie Beck 


Third Grade: 

Mrs. Clements - Aiyana Tommie 
Mrs. Pryor - Rudy Juarez 


Fifth Grade: 

Mrs. Dobbs - Zach Hudson 
Mrs. Finney - Jaron Johns 


Students Recognized for Sept 15-26 



Kindergarten: 

Mrs. Duncan - Caylie Huff 
Mrs. Webber - John Beck 


Second Grade: 

Mrs. Ball - Alicia Fudge 
Mrs. Moss - Krysta Burton 


Fourth Grade: 

Mrs. Williams - Crysten Smith 
Mrs. Tedders - Andrew Dobbs 


First Grade: 

Mrs. Davis - Sage Motlow 
Mrs. Ringstaff - Marcie Osceola 
Mrs. Hudson - Kai Osceola 


Third Grade: 

Mrs. Clements - Shalynn Josh 
Mrs. Pryor - Easton Moss 


Fifth Grade: 

Mrs. Dobbs - Rayven Smith 
Mrs. Finney - Lahna Sedat 
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Close-up Washington, DC trip for 9 th - 12 th Grade Students 



The Close Up program in Washington D.C. will be held from February 8 th - 14 th , 2009. 

We would like all 9 th - 12 th graders to join us on this exciting, close up look at US 
government, Explore Korea, Vietnam and WWII Memorials. You will also meet many 
other Native Americans your age from various tribes along the Eastern Seaboard. There 
is a lot to see and do and we hope you can join us. 

STUDENTS MUST HAVE A 2.0 GPA AND GOOD ATTENDANCE TO ATTEND 

THE TRIP! 

If you are interested please contact the Education Department 
on your reservation. 



The Education Department invites all 9th- 12th 
graders, AVP students, College and post graduate 
students to meet with representatives of different 
universities, colleges and technical schools. Come 
and learn about your college/career options!!! 

Please contact your Reservation Advisors, Higher 
Education Advisor @ (954) 989-6840, ext. 10540 or 
AVP Administrator @ ext. 10557. 
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Tribal Citizen Sponsors Cultural Presentation 


BY SHELLEY MARMOR 
Assistant Editor 

DAVIE, Fla. — Gem Osceola, 
along with wife, Linda, arranged for a 
cultural presentation and wildlife 
show at the Gloria Dei Lutheran Acad- 
emy in Davie, Fla. on Nov. 25. 

The school’s students, including 
the Osceola’s children, Faith, 7, and 
John, 9, first attended a cultural pres- 
entation given by Hollywood Tribal 
Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr., 
before heading outdoors for a wildlife 
show. 

During the presentation, Rep. 
Osceola discussed the history of 
Thanksgiving, Seminole culture, 
including the Green Com Dance, the 
clans, clothing and hairstyles, and 
even taught the students and their 
teachers a few Mikasuki words, such 
as “chee-hun-ta-mo,” meaning 
“hello.” 

When discussing the history of 
the Thanksgiving holiday between the 
Pilgrims and the Native Americans, 
Rep. Osceola said that the two cul- 
tures honored each other and celebrat- 
ed by sharing food. He told those in 
attendance that these two groups pro- 
vide a good example on how to 
respect other cultures. 

“In the end, we’re all human 
beings,” he said. “We need to always 
treat each other with respect.” 

After a question and answer ses- 
sion with the students and their teach- 
ers, the group made their way outside 
to see an alligator and snake show. 

Brothers Jimmy and Andy Riffle, 
who both formerly worked at the 
Seminole Native Village, led the 
wildlife show. 



Hollywood Tribal Council Rep. Max B. Osceola Jr. gives a cultural presentation 
to the students at the Gloria Dei Lutheran Academy. 


Jimmy Riffle 
gave the children a 
brief history of alliga- 
tor wrestling, begin- 
ning with Henry Cop- 
pinger Jr., the first 
known wrestler, and 
then discussing the 
how the Seminoles 
made money wrestling 
alligators for tourists. 

He then captivat- 
ed his young audience 
by mounting the 8 foot 
alligator named Tiny 
and demonstrating 
common alligator 
wresting techniques. 
To close the show, 
Riffle showed the 
youngsters a speckled 
cobra snake and final- 
ly, let them pet some 

Jimmy Riffle does an aligator wrestling demonstration for the school’s students. ^aby alligators. 
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(L-R) Lt. Bryan Stepanenko and Firefighter Victor White talk to children about fire rescue. 

Charter School Students Learn Fire Safety 


BY RACHEL BU XTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — The Seminole Tribe Fire Rescue 
Dept, put on a fire prevention demonstration on Nov. 
26 at Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School to teach stu- 
dents about fire safety. 

“Fire prevention is a life-safety issue and if some- 
thing bad happens, kids need to know what to do,” 
said Inspector Bruce Britton. 

The demonstration took place at four separate 
stations, three having Fire Dept, vehicles, including a 
fire engine, rescue vehicle and wildland fire truck, 
which is designed to combat fires in areas unreach- 
able to conventional engines. Students from each 
class took turns visiting the three vehicles. 

At the fire engine, firefighters Matt Lofton and 
Gus Ajuz showed students the different tools found 
on the truck, along with the hose and the Jaws of 
Life™. 

Rescue Lt. Bryan Stepanenko and Firefighter 
Victor White took kids on a tour of the fire rescue 
vehicle showing them equipment and tools used in 
medical emergencies. Children were able to crawl 
through and explore the inside of the vehicle. 

Firefighters Michael Lightsey and Leroy Yates 
educated the students on the wildland fire division 
and vehicle. Yates was dressed head to toe in fireproof 
gear that he showed off to the students. Lightsey 
explained the different duties of a wildland firefight- 
er such as suppressing wildfires to protect natural 
wilderness. He also talked about the need for con- 
trolled binning to help renew the land. 

In addition, Inspector Bruce Britton, Chief David 
Logan, Lt. Robert Brown and Firefighter Lisa 
Kinchen, performed a puppet show to educate stu- 
dents about the difference between smelling smoke 
and being on fire, and what to do in each circum- 
stance. 


“We want to eliminate the confusion,” said Chief 
Logan. “We go into a house and we find children 
rolling on the floor who are not even on fire.” 

The puppets sang jazzy songs to help kids remem- 
ber to crawl low if they smell smoke and to stop, drop 
and roll if their clothes catch on fire. 

Fire safety and prevention pamphlets were hand- 
ed out to the students. 



Inspector Bruce Britton and his sidekick, Sparky, tell the 
students to stay low to the ground in the event of a fire. 
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Health 


2009 STOF 
Member Health 
Plan Books 
Have Arrived 

SUBMITTED BY CONNIE WHIDDEN 
Health Dept. Director 

The Seminole Tribe of Florida Member 
Flealth Plan Book has been revised for 2009. 
New Flealth Plan Books will be mailed to pri- 
mary policyholders soon, so please be on the 
lookout for your copy. If you do not receive 
the book in the mail, please contact your area 
clinic for a copy. 

The new Flealth Plan Book will be effec- 
tive Jan. 1, 2009. Some of the changes to note 
include: change in dental benefit, addition of 
clinic contact information, prescription 
required for durable medical equipment, addi- 
tion of residential treatment center definition, 
and change in Medicare enrollment. 

Please review the book and keep it on 
hand. 

Please contact the Flealth Plan Office at 
(866) 505-6789 if you have any questions 
about your benefits. 


Change in Tribal 
Citizen Dental 
Care Benefits 

SUBMITTED BY CONNIE WHIDDEN 
Health Dept. Director 

Effective Feb. 1, 2009, you must come to 
the STOF Dental Clinic to receive dental care 
if you reside within 60 miles of the Dental 
Clinic. If the Dental Clinic determines that a 
referral is necessary, a referral will be provid- 
ed to you for outside services. 

If a referral is not obtained prior to 
receiving services from an outside dental 
provider, the bill will not be paid by the Mem- 
ber Flealth Plan, and you will be responsible 
for payment. 

If you reside more than 60 miles from all 
STOF Health Clinics, you may receive dental 
care at the Dental Clinic or may use the Mem- 
ber Health Plan card to receive treatment by a 
Dentemax dental provider. The dentist must 
submit a treatment plan to the Health Plan 
Office prior to beginning treatment. Please 
have your dentist contact the Health Plan 
Office at (866) 505-6789. 

If you require emergency treatment, 
regardless of where you reside, you may 
obtain the necessary care, and then you or 
someone acting on your behalf must notify 
the STOF Dental Clinic within 72 hours for 
the services to be paid by the Health Plan. If 
the Dental Clinic is closed, please provide 
your name and contact information on the 
clinic’s voice mail and we will contact you to 
get the treatment details. 

The reason this change is being made is 
to ensure you receive the highest qualify of 
care. Please contact the Health Plan Office at 
(954) 98 1-74 f0 or (866) 505-6789 if you have 
any questions. 

The location and telephone number of 
each Dental Clinic is listed below for your 
reference: Hollywood Dental Clinic, 3006 
Josie Billie Ave., Hollywood, FL 33024, (954) 
964-3411, Monday-Friday; Brighton Dental 
Clinic, 17201 Civic St., Okeechobee, FL 
34974, (863) 763-0271, Monday-Friday; Big 
Cypress Dental Clinic, 30851 Buffalo Jim 
Loop Rd„ Clewiston, FL 33440, (863) 983- 
5151, Monday, Wednesday and Friday; 
Immokalee Dental Clinic, 1120 South 1st St., 
Immokalee, FL 34142, (239) 867-3410, Tues- 
day and Thursday. 



Rachel Buxton 

Alanis Baker, 4, and Jarrett Beecham, 3, crawl through the Hula hoops, learning how to have fun while staying in shape. 


Preschoolers, Seniors Get Fit at Field Day 


BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 

BRIGHTON — The Fitness Dept, 
got preschoolers and seniors up and mov- 
ing for their Get Fit Field Day held on 
Nov. 18, to help promote physical educa- 
tion. 

“Physical education is very impor- 
tant, especially at a young age,” said 
Youth Fitness Coordinator Gina 
Allardyce. “It helps build self esteem and 
gives children a chance to challenge 
themselves.” 

The day started off with music play- 
ing and 51 preschoolers cheering and 
dancing. Trainers stretched with the chil- 
dren before they split up and headed off to 
training circuits where the real fun began. 

The gym was divided into four differ- 
ent circuits, with each station focusing on 
an exercise activity that helped develop 
hand-eye and foot coordination. Some of 
the activities included a soccer relay, 
beanbag toss and a classic, the ball on a 
spoon race. 

The preschool field day ended with 
all students receiving a ribbon for their Rachel Buxton 

participation and enthusiasm. Wonder Johns balances an egg on a spoon to improve his hand-eye coordination. 



Following the preschoolers, 
members of the Fitness Dept, 
headed to the Senior Center to 
engage Brighton seniors in a little 
physical activity. Seven seniors 
showed up to show off their physi- 
cal fitness at their first ever Get Fit 
Day senior event. 

“Mitchell Cypress has a vision 
for individuals to live happy, 
healthy and long lives, and that’s 
what we’re trying to do,” Fitness 
Trainer Natasha Perez told the sen- 
iors. 

There were lots of laughs as 
the seniors split into two teams to 
compete in similar activities to the 
preschoolers. Onnie Osceola was 
cheered on as she got three for 
three in the ladder ball competi- 
tion; an activity where two balls on 
a string is tossed onto rungs of a 
ladder for points. 

Get Fit Day left the seniors 
asking for more. 

“We should have more of 
these,” said Mable Haught. “It 
gives me and others a reason to 
keep going, no matter our age.” 


Ahfachkee School Hosts Diabetes Carnival to Educate, Raise Awareness 



Tribal Nutritionist Suzanne Fundingsland (R) talks about 
and food value to the youth. 


BY CH RIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

BIG CYPRESS — The annual Ahfachkee 
School Diabetes Carnival, held Dec. 4, gave stu- 
dents a valuable education on a disease affecting 
close to 10 percent of the American population. 

Games and activities highlighted the event 
with T-shirts and giveaways, racing relays, a 
baseball throw, HBA1C target games, ring toss 
and milk bottle games and an inflatable funhouse 
for grades pre-kindergarten through high school. 

“This setting allows them to learn and have 
fun also,” said Edna McDuffie, of the Tribe’s 
Community Outreach Program. “We want to start 
now so that they know whether they should or 
should not eat certain things early on.” 

Third grade student Cartaya Billie said she 
learned a lot at the event. She said she now under- 
stands that the wrong health decisions could also 
be fatal. 

“I have learned not to do certain things in 
your diet because it could kill you,” Billie said. 

Sue Tigertail, Ahfachkee third grade teacher, 
said raising awareness about diabetes will help 
her students with prevention. 

“Just being aware of this disease is important 
because it affects families, and it can affect any- 
one,” Tigertail said. 

According to the American Diabetes Associ- 


ation, the disease often goes undiagnosed 
because many of its symptoms seem harmless 
initially. The cause of diabetes continues to be a 
mystery, however, although both genetics and 
environmental factors, such as obesity and lack 
of exercise, play some role. 

There are four major types of the disease. 
Type 1 diabetes results from the body’s failure to 
produce insulin, the hormone that “unlocks” the 
cells of the body and allows glucose to enter and 
fuel them. Type 2 diabetes results from insulin 
resistance, a condition in which the body fails to 
properly use insulin combined with relative 
insulin deficiency. The majority of Americans 
who are diagnosed with diabetes have Type 2. 

Gestational diabetes forms immediately after 
pregnancy. Pre-diabetes is a condition that occurs 
when a person’s blood glucose levels are higher 
than normal, but not high enough for a diagnosis 
of Type 2 diabetes. 

Potential diabetics’ symptoms could include: 
blurry vision, irritability, fatigue, extreme hunger, 
frequent urination and unusual weight loss. 

Some common myths are: contracting the 
disease from someone else, the inability to eat 
sweets or chocolate, eating too much sugar caus- 
es the disease, and those with diabetes are more 
likely to get colds and other illnesses. 

For more facts and information, please log 
on to www.diabetes.org. 



Chris C. Jenkins 

Zephaniah Roberts gets strapped in on the bungee trampoline ride. 
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| THE HEALTHY SENIOR BY FRED CICETTI 


[Editor s Note: Fred Cicetti is a syndicated colum- 
nist who writes about issues concerning senior citizens ’ 
health. The opinions he expresses are his own. This is 
the second part in a three-part series on breast cancer, 
part three will appear in the Jan. 23 issue. If you would 
like to ask a question, please write 
fred@healthygeezer.com. All Rights Reserved ©2008 
by Fred Cicetti.] 

The most common breast cancer symptom is a 
lump. Other symptoms include swelling, skin irritation, 
nipple pain or retraction, and an unusual dis- 
charge. 

Early diagnosis saves lives. The combi- 
nation of a mammogram, a clinical breast 
exam and self-exams is recommended by iB 
healthcare experts to reduce breast-cancer I 
deaths. 

A mammogram is a breast x-ray. If ■ 
mammography finds an abnormality, confir- M 
mation by biopsy is required. In a biopsy, a ■ I 
tissue sample is taken for analysis. 

About 2/10 percent of mammograms 
lead to a cancer diagnosis. About 10 percent ^1 
of women examined will need another j 
mammogram. Only about 10 percent of A 
those women will need a biopsy. Out of 
those biopsies, 80 percent will come 
back negative for cancer. 

Women 40 and older should have 
an annual mammogram and breast 
exam by a healthcare professional. As ~ 
long as a woman is in good health and 
would be a candidate for treatment, she should contin- 
ue to get mammograms and exams. 

Research has shown that self exams help find 
breast cancer. Self-examination teaches women how 
their breasts feel normally and to notice changes. 

Ultrasound and MRI are other diagnostic tools. 

Ultrasound uses high-frequency sound waves to 
outline a part of the body. Breast ultrasound can focus 


on something picked up by a mammogram. 

Magnetic resonance imaging, or MRI, uses radio 
waves and strong magnets instead of X-rays. They can 
be used to examine cancers found by mammogram. 

Most women with breast cancer have some type of 
surgery. Surgeries include lumpectomy to remove only 
the breast lump and surrounding tissue, a mastectomy 
that removes part or all of the breast or can be more 
extensive to include lymph nodes and muscle tissue. 
Radiation therapy is another form of treatment. It 
uses high-energy rays or particles that destroy can- 
cer cells. This treatment may be used to destroy 
Ak cancer cells that remain in the breast, chest 
wall, or underarm area after surgery. 

Medicines are also used to treat breast 
cancer. Chemotherapy employs intravenous 
■ and oral drugs that can kill cancer cells in most 
parts of the body. The anti-estrogen drug 
tamoxifen has been used for more than 20 years 
to treat breast cancer. 

Hormone replacement therapy (HRT) to treat 
menopause symptoms and its relationship to 
breast cancer has become a controversial issue. 

I l Unfortunately, many women experience 
V menopausal symptoms after treatment for 
l m breast cancer. 

In the past, doctors had offered HRT 
after breast-cancer treatment to women 
^^F suffering from severe symptoms. Howev- 
W er, recently, a study found that breast can- 
T cer survivors taking HRT were much more 
likely to develop a new or recurrent breast 
cancer than women who were not taking the 
drugs. This study discouraged doctors from recom- 
mending HRT to breast-cancer patients. 

Phytoestrogens, estrogen-like substances, may be 
safer than the estrogens used in HRT. However, there is 
insufficient data on phytoestrogens to evaluate their 
safety for breast cancer survivors. 
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Joe Dan and Virginia Osceola 


❖❖❖ 


Authentic Seminole Arts & Crafts Oil, Pen & Ink, Watercolor Paintings 
Genuine Southwestern Jewelry Exquisite Collections of Basketry 
Intricate Native Woodcarvings Discount Tobacco and Products 


First American Tob acco Shop 

Drive through tobacco shop 
In business since 1965 

Owned and Operated by 
Joe Dan and Virginia Osceola 


G reat New s for All Tribal 
' ibers and Employees: 





SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS 





THE BEST COVERAGE IN AMERICA 

' 5 YEARS/100,000 MILES ON ALL '07 & '08 MODELS 

• POWERTRAIN WARRANTY 

• COURTESY TRANSPORTATION 

• ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 


YOUR m HEADQUARTERS 


THE NEW 2008 MODELS ARE HERE! OVER 



AUTO MflLL 

CHEVROLET • CADILLAC 
PONTIAC • BUICK • GMC 



VEHICLES IN STOCK! 


14401 W. Sunrise Blvd v Sunrise 

On Sunrise Blvd. just east of Snwgross Expwy. 

PLEASE CALL TOLL-FREE 

1-888-800-8048 

SALES HOURS: Mon-Frl 9nm-9pm, 

Sat 9am-6pm, Sun 12-6pm 

SERVICE HOURS: 

Mon-Fri 7am-6pm, Sat 7am-3pm 




Ed Morse Sawgrass Auto Mall is now offering all Seminole works at the Seminole Hard Rock Casino, can now get big 
tribal members and employees really great deals! That’s right, savings and all financing incentives for which they qualify on 
all tribe members and employees, including everyone who five GM brands of new vehicles and over 150 used vehicles. 
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OPEN 7 DAYS 


the 5 YEAR/ 
60000MILE P 

POWERTRAIN i 
WARRANTY 


Always Offering New Ford Specials 
To The Seminole-Miccosukee 
Communities And Their Employees! 


See Your New Ford For 
Less Somewhere Else? 
We’ll Beat Their Price! 
Just Call Us! 


PEMBROKE 

8655 Pines Blvd. 
HOLLYWOOD & PINES BLVD 
IN PEMBROKE PIN ESI 


Contact Hector Isabel for more details at 954-593-2586 



Huge Selection Of Preowned! 
All Makes And Models! 



Service ami Parts Specials 
Always Available! 

For Service call Don Nor they at 
954-443-7116 (office* 
or 9 54*443-97 57 (cell} 








December 26, 2008 • The Seminole Tribune • 7B 


Tis the Season for Holiday Safety 

Tips for Keeping Your Family Safe this Season 



BY flVfl JOHN 

Environmental Health Program 


It’s that time of year again — 
the holidays — a time to celebrate, 
give thanks and reflect. They are 
also a time to pay special attention 
to your health. Give the gift of 
health and safety to yourself and 
others by following these holiday 
tips. 


Wash Your Hands Often 


Keeping hands clean is 
one of the most important 
steps you can take to avoid 
getting sick and spreading 
germs to others. Wash your 
hands with soap and clean 
running water for at least 20 
seconds. If soap or clean 
water is not available, use an alco- 
hol-based product. 


Prevent Injuries 


Injuries from falls and fire- 
works often occur during the holi- 
days. Use step stools instead of fur- 
niture when hanging decorations. 
Leave the fireworks to the pro. 

To prevent residential fires, 
keep candles away from chil- 
dren, pets, walkways, 
trees and curtains. 
Never leave fireplaces, 
stoves or candles 
unattended. Don’t 
use gasoline or char- 
coal burning devices 
inside your home or 
garage. Install a smoke 
detector and carbon 
monoxide detector in 
your home; test them 
once a month and replace bat- 
teries twice a year. 


Handle and Prepare Food Safely 


Travel Safely 

Whether you’re traveling 
across town or around the world, do 
your part to help ensure safe travels. 
First and foremost, don’t drink and 
drive and don’t let someone else 
drink and drive. Wear a seat belt 
every time you drive or ride in a 
motor vehicle. Always buckle your 
child in the car using a child safety 
seat, booster seat, or seat belt 
according to their height, weight 
and age. 


Children are at high risk for 
injuries that can lead to death or dis- 
ability. Keep a watchful eye on your 
kids when they’re eating and play- 
ing. Keep dangerous toys, foods and 
household items out of their reach, 
including choking hazards like 
coins and hard candy. Learn how to 
provide early treatment for children 
who are choking. Make sure toys 
are used as per the manufacturer’s 
instructions. 


As you prepare holiday meals, 
keep you and your family safe from 
food related illness. Wash hands and 
surfaces often. Avoid cross-contam- 
ination by keeping raw meat, poul- 
try, seafood and eggs (including 
their juices) away from ready-to-eat 
foods and eating surfaces. Cook 
foods to the proper temperature. 
Refrigerate promptly. Do not leave 
perishable foods out for more than 
two hours. 
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Mercedes-Benz 


CL63 AMG 


Call to make an appointment with 
your Mercedes-Benz Specialist 

Giovanni Vargas 
954-260-0232 


Mercedes-Benz 
of Miami 

444 NW 165th Street 
Miami, Florida 33169 

www.mercedesbenzofmiami.com 
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Sports 


Community Adults, Seniors Attend 
Brighton Bike Races 



BY RACHEL BUXTON 
Staff Reporter 


and orange slices at the checkpoint. 

Waldron and Bowers didn’t waste any 
time reaching the finish line. Waldron came 
' i at 34:30 and Bowers followed right 


BRIGHTON — Seven adults and two 
seniors got up early to compete in behind at an even 35 minutes. 

Brighton’s second bike race of the year, In the adult men’s division, Robert 
held on Nov. 22 at 8 a.m. Youngblood and Lenny Jim of Big Cypress 

Race participants entered in either the fought for the lead, with the two neck-and- 
male or female categories, which further neck throughout the race. Youngblood, 

however, captured 
the win with a time 
of 48:40. Jim 
crossed the finish 
line not even 
minute later 
49:15. 

The winner in 
the women’s divi- 
sion wasn’t far 
behind. Avalon 
Puente captured first 
place, crossing the 
fini sh line at 54:52, 
making her the third 
adult to finish. 

The remaining 
bikers came in short- 
ly after: Brenda 
Youngblood, 58:53, 
Norman “Skeeter” 
Bowers, 1:02:00, 
and Carla Gopher, 
1:03:00. 

Competitor 
Sean John fought 
hard, but in the end 
he had to take an 
incomplete. 


divided cyclists into senior 
and adult divisions. The sen- 
ior trail consisted of a 6 mile 
bike ride, while the adults 
raced to a 12.5 mile finish. 

The bikers jumped and 
stretched to stay warm on 
the brisk fall morning as 
they waited for Seminole 
Police Dept, officials to stop 
traffic for the start of the 
race. A hand was waved, 
signaling the start as the 
competitors looked ahead to 
the finish line. 

Competing in the senior 
race were Patty Waldron and 
Andrew Bowers, each in 
their own division. The 
adult race consisted of four 
men and three women. 

Along the adult trail, 
bikers reached a turn where 
they received a string of 
beads showing they had 
reached the turning point. 

They were also able to rehy- Adult Women’s Division winner Avalon Puente crosses the fin- 
drate and refuel with water ish line in a *' me of 54:52. 



Rachel Buxton 


Celebs, Tribal Council Attend Annual 
Charity Pro-Am Pool Tournament 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The best men and 
women on the professional billiards scene 
came together for a good cause, the annual 
Celebrity Pro-Am, sponsored by Seminole 
Sports Management (SSM) and held at the 
Hard Rock Live on Nov. 12. 

The 16 team tournament allowed Trib- 
al citizens, Tribal Council and Board mem- 
bers the chance to mingle and show their 
wears in tournament style pool action. The 
teams consisted of five members with each 
having one celebrity and one professional 
pool player. 

Proceeds from the event went to the 
charity Vivian’s Kidz named after Women’s 
Professional Billiard Association (WPBA) 
tour player and fan favorite Vivian “The 
Texas Tornado” Villarreal. The charity is 
dedicated to eradicating the problem of 
missing and exploited children. 

“It is a good cause because there are so 
many kids out there suffering. If this can 
help anybody out there get their child back 


it is definitely worth our time,” Tribal citi- 
zen and first year participant Dale 
Grasshopper said. 

Supporter Jeanette Lee better known to 
fans as “The Black Widow” said giving her 
support every year to the charity has been a 
pleasure. 

“It is always good to be involved in a 
good charity and the Seminoles have 
always been great,” Lee said. “Any time 
you can help kids it is a great thing.” 

“There was a lot of energy at the event 
and it was definitely the place to be,” she 
added. 

Tribal citizen and SSM Assistant 
Director Philmon Bowers said the demand 
became higher than the supply of teams 
which was a great sign of success. 

“It was a long process and it started 
about four months ago,” Bowers explained. 
“I enjoyed seeing everyone come here and 
collaborate, relax and have fun.” 

“I was excited to be involved although 
I do not play pool a lot. I really liked the 

Please see POOL * Page 3C 



The Celebrity Pro-Am’s winning team members (L-R) David Cypress, Mark Clayton, Dale Grasshop- 
per, Corey Duele and Phalyn Osceola. 



As part of her fitness regimen, Candy Osceola runs on the treadmill during her workout. 


Chris C. Jenkins 


Osceola Sisters Prove Hard Work Pays Off 



BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 


main draws, however. 


slowing down either. Prager said their 


“There is no one waiting for me; it is routine usually involves three to five days 
just me and the road,” she explained. “It is of sprints, cardio, free weights, plyomet- 
BIG CYPRESS — Working hard a solo sport and I enjoy that aspect of it.” rics, agility bag training and abdomen 


and staying fit are two important ways of Cathy, who is the younger of the two work. 


“When they say and use the descrip- 
tion ‘unconquered’ I understand,” Prager 


life for the Osceola twins, Claudine and by a few minutes, said it is a nice distrac- 
Clorine. tion for her. 

Even in the midst of busy work and “it takes my mind away from things 
family schedules, finding them is not hard and i can compete against myself,” she 
to do. Workouts in the gym or running are sa jd. 
their places of choice for recreation and 

comfort each morning. ing in day after day are new challenges. 

“They eat and sleep fitness,” Big “The challenges come in the weight 
Cypress Fitness Specialist Neal Prager room rea ll y ” Cathy said. “What I do in 
said. “They also have a pain tolerance and there helps me out there running ... I want everything I have learned in my 17 years 
work ethic I have never seen before.” to see where my body will take me and of training with them." 

Bom in Clewiston, the two Wind see how far I can go.” “They really hell 

Clan members are more affectionately At 36-years-old, neither seems to be my approach,” he added, 
known as Candy and Cathy to While 

family and friends in the B.C. 
community. 


The 17 year veteran trainer has been 
training both sisters for several years and 
She admits that what keeps her com- been a part of the Tribe’s Fitness Dept. 

staff for close to four years. 

“Their drive to be the best they can be 
is unmatched,” he said. “I have had to use 


“They really help keep me fresh in 


They have one other sib- 
ling sister and two brothers 
with mother, Lydia Cypress, 
heading up the household. With 
an increased awareness among 
the Seminole community of fit- 
ness and exercise now more 
then ever, Chairman Mitchell 
Cypress said he admires then- 
work ethic. 

“They are role models for 
our females,” Chairman 
Cypress said. “They are really 
into fitness and have accom- 
plished a lot.” 

“They have impressed me 
the most by committing them- 
selves every morning,” he con- 
tinued. 

The journey into the fit- 
ness and running world began 
for both in their early teens. 
Candy said she saw getting in 
shape as a motivator to over- 
come her weight issues at the 
time. She said the peace and 
tranquility of running are her 


Cathy Osceola works up a sweat on the Stairmaster machine. 


both have 
become increasingly com- 
petitive over the years, 
Candy is busy finishing up 
her studies in business at 
Florida Atlantic University. 
To relax, she takes a load 
off by reading and doing 
traditional Seminole custom 
beadwork. She says she 
learned the hobby from 
cousin, Diane Hall. 

“I enjoy the finished 
product,” Candy said. “To 
sit there for hours and string 
something together to create 
is nice.” 

As a mother of four, 
Cathy said she got her start 
through competing at annu- 
al Rez Rally’s. She contin- 
ues to step up her level of 
competing taking on the 
challenges of 5k and lOk’s, 
plus running competitions. 

“No matter what hap- 
pens in their lives, it is all 
good to them,” Prager said. 
“They do not seem to let 
anything keep them down.” 


Turkey Skins Golf Tournament Held for Thanksgiving 


BY JUDY WEEKS 
Freelance Reporter 

LEHIGH ACRES, Fla. — The Big 
Cypress Recreation Dept, invited Seminole 
Tribal citizens, their spouses and employ- 
ees to participate in the annual Turkey 
Skins Golf Tournament, held Nov. 24 at the 
Copperhead Golf Course. An ample crowd 
of golf enthusiasts gathered on the links for 
tee off at 10 a.m. 

“While this is not the most difficult 
golf course in the country, it is certainly 
one of the most challenging in South Flori- 
da,” said Raymond Garza Jr., who compet- 
ed. “Nearly all of its fairways have estab- 
lished boundaries and the majority of the 
roughs have been designated as wetland 
preserves.” 

“If your ball lands in one of these 
areas, it results in a drop and can cause you 
precious strokes in your score,” Garza 
added. 

A favorite destination for Tribal 
golfers, the beautifiil and well maintained 
course boasts rolling hills, a multitude of 
bunkers and lakes and ponds that surround 
it, creating lateral hazards. 

Three of the holes require teeing off 
over water and then crossing bridges to 
reach the fairway. Hole 10 follows the edge 
Please see SKINS * Page 3C 



Judy Weeks 

Ray Garza Jr. (R) holds the flag as Virginia Billie (L) sinks her ball on the eighth hole. 
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UniversitvDodge.com 


Rob Lambdin's 


HV 




Over 30 Years Serving The Seminole 
& Miccosukee Communities 


Special 

Discounts 

for Miccosukee & Seminole 
Tribal Members & Employees! 



m MW THE IAREEST SiliCTIRR OF TRUCKS! 

4X2s, 4X4s, Duallys, Regular Gabs, Quad Cabs, Diesels! 



WE CAN CUSTOMIZE 
YOUR NEW DODGE! 

Wheels • Running Boards • Bed Rails • Lift Kits • DVD Players Bed Liners 
Tonneau Covers • Custom Body Trim & Grilles • Brush Guards • More! 



Call 
Tommy 
Davis 
1 - 888-721 


II I Call 
my (k Darlene 
is j Quinn 
1-4504 1 1 - 866 - 511-5945 



Ro6 Lamhcbi \ UNIVERSITY DODGE 



BETWEEN STIRLING & GRIFFIN IN DAVIE 

SALES: MON.-FRI. 8:30AM-9PM • SAT. 9AM-8PM • SUN. 10AM-7PM 
SERVICE: MON.-FRI. 7AM-6PM • SAT. 8AM-2PM 

Prices plus tax, tag, title and dealer installed options and include all factory rebates & incentives, 
including Lease Loyalty. List price = M.S.R.P. + dealer installed equipment. + Must finance thru CFS with 
approved credit. Advertised offers cannot be combined and are not available for export. Not responsible 
for typographical errors. Due to early publication deadlines, factory programs and incentives may change 
without notice. Must present this ad upon arrival at University Dodge to receive advertised offers. 
Pictures are for illustration purposes only. Offers expire 1/30/2009. While supplies last. Ad#23184-HWCJ. 



Men’s MVP Amos Huggins (C) makes the basket during the championship game. 


Fifth Annual Randall Huggins Memorial 
Basketball Tourney, Car Show Held 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Staff Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — The fifth annual Randall Hug- 
gins Big Bailers Basketball Tournament and Strictly 
Business Car Show took place at the Hollywood gym 
and ball field Dec. 4-6. 

The basketball tournament, hosted by the Huggins 
family, brought out native athletes from throughout 
Indian Country. 

Nineteen men’s teams and 12 women’s teams com- 
peted for the cash prize and bragging rights for the 
highly anticipated competition. After countless games, 
the Men’s Big Town team and Women’s C-Ballers team 
emerged victorious. 

On the men’s side, J.E.G, NDN Ave. and Iron Five 
placed second through fourth, respectively; and in the 
women’s bracket, the Redskins, Outlaw Women and X- 
Factor placed second through fourth. 

Big Town had players from states including Mis- 
sissippi, Arizona and New Mexico competing. Team 
members included Huggins family relatives Julius 
Willis, Josh Williams, James Denson, Roddell Denetso, 
Adrian Nabors, Eric Batty Gary Parker, Jerome Hug- 
gins and Amos Huggins, who received MVP honors. 
This was Big Town’s third win in this tournament. 

The C-Ballers from Oklahoma won against the 
Redskins, who put them in the losing brackets in a pre- 
vious game during this tour- 
nament. Team members 
included Teresa Dorett, 

Shavon Lewis, Babette Dob- 
son, Cece Komalcy, Maria 
Thorpe Katie Birch, Mahgan 
Miles and Chantay Frazier, 
who was named MVP. 

Team member Katie 
Birch said winning feels awe- 
some and the team knew 
what they had to do. 

The Strictly Business 
Car Show, held the last day of 
the tournament weekend, was 
open to the public. The com- 
petition included more than 
100 vehicle entries in various 
categories such as best paint, 
best interior and best sound 
equipment. 

The scoring system for 
the sound equipment contest 
was based on the size and 
amplification of the vehicle’s 
speakers and sound system. 


Southern Upholstery and Prestige Auto provided Term- 
LAB, the same software used by NASA to measure the 
sound intensity inside of a vehicle, to get an accurate 
winner for the sound system contest. 

Despite the title, the Strictly Business Car Show 
included not only car entries, but also additional cate- 
gories for trucks, golf carts and bikes. 

William Johnson of Ft. Lauderdale placed first in 
the Truck 30+ category with the highest score of 148.4 
points. Johnson said he had never entered his 1997 
Chevy Tahoe in any car show, but will do so again in 
the future after his win. He said he won because his 
stereo has a very high wattage and a lot of power. 

Following the car show, the Huggins family hosted 
a traditional Indian dinner onsite for all the attendees to 
enjoy. 

Norman Huggins, wife, Kathy, and their children, 
Marilyn, Kelvin, Adriana, Bianca, Kailyn and Lucas, 
coordinated the weekend’s events. They said the bas- 
ketball tournament is the biggest one the Tribe hosts all 
year. 

Norman Huggins said his son, Randall, started the 
basketball tournament and car show years ago. He said 
the family continued with the tournament but turned it 
into a memorial tournament to memorialize his late son. 

“The participants help us more than we help them,” 
he said. “They help keep his memory alive.” 

The sixth annual tournament is scheduled for Dec. 
3-5, 2009. 



Contestants line their cars up for judging in the annual car show. 


Results of the Strictly Business Car Show 


Classic, Mild 

1 . Javier Rodriguez, 1964 Chevy Impala 

2. Brandon Becklin, 1971 Chevy Impala 

3. Nelson Tomattis, 1 971 Chevy Caprice 

Classic, Wild 

1 . Eric Osceola, 1971 Chevy Impala 

2. Keoni Telxeira, 1978 Monte Carlo 

3. Eric Osceola, 1971 Chevy Impala 


1 . Natoshia Osceola, 2008 BMW 

2. Pete Osceola Jr., 1952 Pick Up 

3. Mercedes Osceola-Hahn, 2002 Mer- 
cedes G500 

SUV, Mild 

1 . Joey Roche, 1 993 Toyota 4 Runner 

2. “Elvis,” 2002 Toyota 4 Runner 

3. Ronnie Billie Sr., 1999 Jeep 


Lowrider Bike 

1 . Danny Rodriguez 

2. “Kennii” 

3. Oscar Mora 


Gulf Carts 

1 . Oscar Rodriguez 

2. Kenneth Lawrence 

3. Adriana Huggins 


Domestic, Mild 

1 . Joseph Lett, 2005 Mustang GT 

2. Eris Osceola, 1986 Chevy Caprice 

3. “Martian,” 1993 Cadillac Fleetwood 

Domestic, Wild 

1 . Luis Torres, 1 995 Cadillac 

2. “Pacman,” 2006 Pontiac Grand Prix 

3. Lindsay Diaz, 2005 Ford Focus 

Foreign, Mild 

1 . Carmen German, 1 995 Toyota Corol- 
la 

2. Ray Rodriguez, 2005 Acura TL 

3. Dell Benz, 2005 Mercedes C320 

Foreign, Wild 

1 . “Skep.” 2005 Nissan Maxima 

2. Miriam Varela, 2000 Kia Sephia 

3. Dru Cepeda, 2001 Kia Spectra 


Truck 

1 . Leon Wilcox, Chevy 
3500HD 

2. Rickie Lett, 2007 Ford 
SVT 

3. Raymond Stewart, 
2007 Ford F-350 

Bike Class 

1 . Bronson Hill, Suzuki 
Hayabusa 

2. “Frawg," Yamaha R1 

3. Ronnie Billie Sr., 
Harley-Davidson Softail 
Cross Bones 

Senior Class 

1 . William Jim, 2008 
Dodge 

2. Max Osceola Jr., 280 
SF 

3. Leoda Osceola 



Marisol Gonzalez 

Norman Huggins (R) presents Eric Osceola (L) the 
trophies he won in the car show. 













December 26, 2008 • The Seminole Tribune • 3C 




Stephen Galla 

(L-R) Vivian “The Texas Tornado” Villarreal watches as teammate, Chairman Mitchell Cypress, prepares to break. 


Kevin Pickard helped organize and establish the 
event. He said the camaraderie made the event stand 
apart from others. 

“It was a great opportunity to have everyone 
come together.” Pickard mentioned. “The Tribe does 
so many things it is nice to see them contribute to 
something else as nice as this.” 

Pickard said the addition of the men being 
involved for the first time this year also helped in 
appeal. 

Big Cypress Tribal Council Rep., and winning 
tournament team member, David Cypress said one of 
the keys to his team’s victory was following the rules. 

“The rules 
were to always lis- 
ten to the ladies,” 
he said grinning. 
“It was all a team 
effort.” 

His team also 
included Phalyn 
Osceola, Mark 
Clayton, Dale 
Grasshopper and 
Corey Duele. 

Some of the 
best in sports 
memorabilia also 
gave sports fans 
and collectors the 
opportunity to bid 
on their favorite 
items with a silent 
auction including: 
an autographed 
Ronnie Brown 
Miami Dolphins 
helmet, Dan Mari- 
no jersey, Larry 
Chris c. Jenkins Bird basketball, 

Marcellus Osceola Sr. concentrates on a key shot in his match. and many other 

items. 


Pool 

Continued from page 1C 

environment,” said southpaw welterweight contender 
Juan Urango. “The games and the sharing time 
against the clock was exciting.” 

Other celebrities included: former Miami Dol- 
phins wide-receiver greats Mark Duper, Mark Clay- 
ton, and Nat Moore, as well as professional boxers 
Randall Bailey, Glen Johnson, and a host of others. 
SSM’s Tournament and Events Coordinator 


•> Skins 

Continued from page 1C 

of a lake, goes over a hill, and then takes a 
dogleg to the left around a wooded projec- 
tile, before reaching the green more than 
500 yards away. 

Many of the greens are located on steep 
slopes and surrounded by sand traps, which 
present their own unique hazards, such as 
the unexpected competition on the eleventh 
hole. 

A five foot alligator suddenly rose up 
out of the sand trap on hole 10 and crawled 
nonchalantly down the hill to confront 
Mondo Tiger on the 11th Tee. Unfazed, 
Tiger gave him directions to the nearest lake 
and continued with his game. 

Despite the fascinating layout of the 
course, obstructed views, unlimited hazards 
and very fast greens, the tournament players 
rallied to the challenges and had some 
remarkable scores. 

There were numerous birdies and a 
multitude of ties with the following results: 
1. Charlie Cypress, 2. Art Liebowitz, 3. Ray 
Yzaguirre Jr., 4. Elliot Young, 5. Marcellus 
Osceola, 6. Ray Garza Jr., 7. Lawrence 
Osceola, 8. David Osceola, 9. Mondo Tiger, 
10. Keeno King, 11. George Grasshopper, 
12. Jason Tommie, 13. Mitch Osceola, 14. 
Abe Rockwell, 15. Ricky Doctor, 16. (tie) 
Cicero Osceola, 16. Virginia Billie; Closest 
to the Pin on all the Par 3’s: Senior Men: 
Lawrence Osceola, Art Leibowitz, George 
Grasshopper, Keeno King; Adult Men: 
Charlie Cypress, Mondo Tiger, Mitch Osce- 
ola, Cicero Osceola. 




Monica Webb Wins WPBA Championship 


BY LORI FISHER 
Freelance Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD — England’s 
Kelly “Kwikfire” Fisher matched up 
against top ranked Monica “The 
Assassin” Webb for the last day of 
the Women’s Professional Billiard 
Association (WPBA) Champi- 
onship, held Nov. 12-16 at the 
Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casi- 
no. 

Webb had never been to the 
finals, while Fisher competed for 
her third championship of this year. 
Both were at the top of their games. 


Having already secured the number 
one ranking for year’s end, Fisher 
aimed to hold both major 2008 
titles. 

Fisher broke in the second 
game, but failed to pocket a ball. 
The cue ball settled less than three 
inches from the one ball and Webb 
debated her options. She finally 
chose to bank the ball into the cor- 
ner pocket, making it, and moving 
on to round two. Showing that she 
was there to play, Webb didn’t blink 
as she finished off the rack to tie the 
match up at one all. 

Vivian “The Texas Tornado” 


Villarreal, who is sponsored by the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida and holds 
16 titles, watched the final match 
along with President Richard Bow- 
ers Jr. and Assistant Director of 
Seminole Sports Management 
Philmon Bowers. 

Webb broke and made a ball, 
being left thin on the one down the 
rail and overcut the shot, fortunately 
leaving Fisher with no open shot. 

Only needing one game to win 
the championship, Webb went in to 
game 1 1 with the break and the fate 
of the title in her hands. After 
yelling “Let’s go, baby!” she made a 
tough cut on three and got a per- 
fect position on the four ball. With 
only four balls left, she carefully 
negotiated each shot then finished 
the rack. 

There were shouts of encour- 
agement throughout the game 
from the audience; both players 
stepped up their game but in the 
end Webb took her first WPBA 
Championship home. 

President Richard Bowers Jr. 
presented first, second, third and 
fourth place trophies to Monica 
Webb, Kelly Fisher, Vivian Villar- 
real and Sara Rousey, respective- 
ly. Emotions ran high for Webb as 
tears of excitement accompanied 
her speech as she thanked her 
sponsors, the WPBA, her fans, 
and fellow women’s billiards 
players, Jeanette Lee and Helena 
Thomfeldt. 

The event was sponsored by 
the WPBA in association with the 
Seminole Tribe of Florida and 
Seminole Sports Management, 
and hosted by the Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino. 



Steve Moore Wins Mizerak Championship 


BY LORI FISHER 
Freelance Reporter 

HOLLYWOOD 

— Steve Moore and 
Gabe Owen dueled for 
a chance to take home 
the Seminole Pro 
Tour’s Steve Mizerak 
Championship’s top 
honors on Nov. 16, at 
the Seminole Hard 
Rock Hotel & Casino. 

Just when it 
looked as though 
Owen would come 
away victorious after 
Moore fell short, los- 


ing to Owen 8-5, 

Moore had wins 
against Ron Park and 
Mark Haddad on his 
way back to the cham- 
pionship. 

The 8-7 win 
against Shane Van 
Boeing earned Moore 
another shot against 
Owen in the finals, and 
he took full advantage 
as he cruised to a 9-2 
win. 

Owen, Van Boeing 
and Corey Deuel came 
in second through 
fourth, respectively. Steve Moore lines up his shot on his way to victory. 
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Keeno King takes a shot from behind a tree and onto the green. 
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Tribal Gymnasts Shine in Competition 

Carson Knaby, Raevin Frank Compete in Harvest Challenge 


BY CHRIS C. JENKINS 
Staff Reporter 

STUART, FL — Tribal citizens Carson Knaby, 10, 
and Raevin Frank, 1 1 , are well on their way in the gym- 
nastics world. 

The two made more headway in their young 
careers during competition at the Harvest Challenge 
2008 Meet, held Nov. 1-2 at YMCA of The Treasure 
Coast. 

Frank placed second on the bars and fourth in all- 
around at the meet. Knaby placed 10th in all-around. 

“I was ecstatic they competed so well,” said Youth 
Fitness Coordinator Gina Allardyce with the Tribal Fit- 
ness Dept. “They were both a little on the nervous side, 
but they pulled through.” 

Both train six to eight hours a week and compete 
throughout Florida as part of Park Avenue Gymnastics 
team, located in the Cooper City and Weston. 

Park Avenue offers classes for boys and girls of all 



Carson Knaby 


ages and skill levels, from “Mom and Tot” classes, 
through competitive team classes. The classes are tai- 
lored to help improve strength, flexibility, speed, bal- 
ance, power, coordination, discipline, cognitive and 
motor skills. 

The facility also has a designed multi-colored star 
system, called Rainbow Stars, to chart or measure 
youth progress. The process works by placing them in 
the appropriate class according to the skills they can 
successfully demonstrate. The student will then move 
and progress through, while advancing and learning 
more difficult gymnastics techniques. 

Up-coming scheduled events for Park Avenue 
competitors include: the Level 4-10 “Le Bons Temp 
Rouler” Invite, held Jan. 16-18 in Louisiana, the Level 
2-10 Cruise Classic, held Jan. 23-25 in Cooper City and 
the Level 2-10 2009 Gasparilla Classic, held Feb. 27- 
March 1 in St. Petersburg. 

For more information call (954) 605-8909, (954) 
434-0099 or (954) 659-8717. 



Gina Allardyce 


Raevin Frank 
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Students Compete in Dodge Ball Torunament 


BY CHRIS GOODWIN 
Pemayetv Emahakv PE Teacher 

BRIGHTON 

— The Pemayetv Emahakv Charter School’s Second 
Annual Dodgeball Tournament took place on Nov. 14. 

There were 13 student teams and 10 parent/facul- 
ty teams. School spirit ran high with teams making 
uniforms and dressing up for battle. 

“Six-Pack,” a fourth grade team, emerged victori- 
ous after a shocking defeat against the heavily- favored 
fifth grade team, “The Unknowns.” 

The winning team consisted of Crysten Smith, 
Robert Fudge, Andrew Dobbs, Demetrius Clark, 


Trevor Thomas and Bailey Tedders. The Unknowns 
included team players Cheyenne Nunez, Trista Osceo- 
la, Imillakyo Osceola, Yopalakiyo Osceola, Jayce 
Smith and CW Ortiz. 

The “Average Joe’s,” a fifth grade team, placed 
third. Teammates included: Rayven Smith, Royce 
Jones, Michael Garcia, Donovan Osceola, Melanie 
Williams and Keyana Nelson. 

The first ever School Spirit Stick, also handed out 
at the event, went to Mrs. Pryor’s third grade class. 

On the adult side of the tournament, the Nobody’s 
beat the Hot Shots in the finals, to end an exciting 
dodge ball tournament. 


The participants in the Preschool Trika-A-Thon raised money for the St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. 


Preschool Trike-A-Thon Benefits St. Jude’s 


BY MARISOL GONZALEZ 
Stsaff Reporter 


HOLLYWOOD 

— The Hollywood 
preschoolers, as well 
as parents and com- 
munity members, 
joined together for an 
outing in the neigh- 
borhood; but this time 
they brought along 
their tricycles. 

The annual Trike- 
A-Thon took place 
outside the gym on 
Nov. 20. Prior to the 
event, the parents of 
the preschoolers col- 
lected donations, and 
all proceeds benefitted 
the St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital. 

Parents and 
teachers led the chil- 
dren in a walk/ride 
around the communi- 
ty. The Seminole 
Police Dept was also 
on hand to ensure 
everyone would have 
a safe and fun time. 


Marisol Gonzalc 

Officer Michele Daza (R) helps Sarah Robbins from the 2 year old class stay on the course 
during her ride through the Hollywood community. 


The Six-Pack team: (L-R) Crysten Smith, Robert Fudge, Andrew Dobbs, Demetrius Clark, Trevor Thomas and Bailey Tedders. 



JUDITH A. HOMKO 


Marital & Family Law 



Divorce Alimony 

Modifications Prenuptial Agreements 

Appeals Paternity Issues 

Child Support Domestic Violence 

(954) 525-0651 | (954) 525-1898 Fax 

320 S.E. 9th Street, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316 
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Charlie Daniels Rocks Out for Charity 


Tampa Hard Rock Hotel 


Tampa Hard Rock Hosts Charitable Event for The Angelus 


BY JENNIFER PRIDEMORE HOLATA 
Freelance Reporter 

TAMPA — When one-year Angelus resident Chris 
Smik was asked who his favorite singer at the Charlie- 
palooza Country Concert would be, his face immediate- 
ly lit up as he yelled “Charlie Daniels!” 

The Angelus, founded in 1979, is a full-time resi- 
dential facility for the severely handicapped who can’t 
care for themselves. A self-described “place to live, to 
love and to learn,” the property, located in Pasco Coun- 
ty, Fla., has four group homes with a total of 29 resi- 
dents. 

From Dec. 4-6, the Tampa Flard Rock Flotel & 
Casino hosted the 18th Annual Charlie Daniels Celebri- 
ty Golf Classic, Celebrity Poker Challenge and Charlie- 
palooza Country Concert to benefit The Angelus. In 
addition to the Charlie Daniels Band, other performers 
at the Dec. 6 concert included Confederate Railroad, 
the Marshall Tucker Band and Bo Bice. 

“We have hosted this event for the past four years 
at the amphitheatre nearby,” said Tampa Hard Rock 
President John Fontana. “This year, when The Angelus 
came to us with concern about not being able to hold 
the event this year because they could not work out the 
arrangements with the amphitheatre, we volunteered, 
without hesitation, to host the concert portion of the 
event on-property.” 

Through the success of this event, the Tampa Hard 
Rock and The Angelus have formed a mutually benefi- 
cial relationship. Unlike holding the concert at the 
amphitheatre or other location that charges The Angelus 
a percentage for their hosting, the Seminole Hard Rock 
is far more generous, according to Fontana. 

“This is a win-win situation for all parties 
involved,” he said. “By holding the event and concert 
on-property, everything raised goes to The Angelus, 
and the ‘kids,’ as we call them. 

“We plan to hold this event here in the coming 
years as well,” Fontana continued. “With the people 


and fans drawn in by the event, the Hard Rock benefits 
with those people stopping in for lunch or dinner and to 
gamble; it helps our business as well as this amazing 
charity that is so deserving.” 

The Angelus prides itself on serving the severely 
handicapped and their families, most of which who 
have become too old or too tired to handle the everyday 
tasks such as heavy-lifting. According to Garlan 
Williams who heads the center, The Angelus staff helps 
out by providing the constant care it takes to act as care- 
givers, and offers a loving alternative to nursing home 
placement or independent living. 

“Our people are not sick and do not need musing 
home placement,” Williams said. “They simply need a 
secure place to call home.” 

“We checked out several places for Chris, and none 
of them seemed to fit his needs,” said Nancy Smik, 
mother of resident, Chris. “Then someone told us about 
this incredible place and it was divine. We opened the 
car doors and stepped out onto the grounds and just 
knew this would be the place for Chris.” 

“We heard that there was a waiting list a mile long; 
but that didn’t matter,” she added. “Due to Chris’s situ- 
ation, they got Chris right in.” 

But perhaps the event’s main act, Charlie Daniels 
himself, described the work of The Angelus best. He 
said he started working with the center in 1990, and 
looks forward to coming back each year. 

“I was brought over to the property to meet some 
of the ‘kids,’ as we all call them, and volunteers that 
head up the operation,” Daniels said of his first few 
years working with The Angelus. “Right then, I was 
hooked and ... have come back every year with this ben- 
efit in Southwest Florida and visit over there about 
three times a year. I have gotten to know most of the 
kids’ and parents’ names.” 

“I say this sincerely, go out to the property and visit 
once, just once, it will change your life forever,” he 
added. 

For further information on The Angelus please visit 
their web site, www.theangelus.com. 



& Casino’s Upcoming 
Entertainment Events!! 



m 


Paul Rodriguez Comedy Show: Paul Rodriguez will perform in the 
Ballroom on Dec 29 at 8pm. General admission tickets cost $50, and are 
available through Ticketmaster and Hard Rock Shop. 

Bruce Hornsby and The Noisemakers Concert: The band will perform 
in the Ballroom on Dec 30 at 8pm. General admission tickets cost $60, 
and are available through Ticketmaster and Hard Rock Shop. 

Buy tickets to Paul Rodriguez and Bruce Hornsby for only $90! 


Charlie Daniels (C) and friends perform at the concert to benefit The Angelus, an assisted living facility in Pacso County, Fla. 
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Ticket Brokers 


-r 


Concerts | Theatre | Sports 

Local, National, and Worldwide Events 

Jb — 

At FrontRo wUSA t ticket buying is 
hassle-free and there are no questions 
as to where the seats are located . 
Let us, your expert ticket broker ; 
take care of everything . 
FrontRo wUSA is up front 
and honest p putting you up front/ 


ALL CONCERTS, SPORTS AND THEATRE TICKETS AVAILABLE 
NATIONWIDE AND WORLDWIDE ORDER VOUR TICKETS ONLINE AT 
WWW.FRONTROWU5A.COM OR BY RHONE 
(9S4) 4S5-1S29 OR (&D0} 446 S-m 


WE DELIVER TO YOU - ALL MAJOR CREDIT CAROS ACCEPTED 


Top Concerts 


BILLY JOEL 
THE EAGLES 
ROD STEWART 
LISA UlM PA NELL I 
WWE 

LEWES BLACK 
CELINE DION 
JIM B RICKMAN 
RING LING BROTHERS 
AND BAflNUM 8AILGY 


Top Sports 


BSC CHAMPIONSHIP 
FIESTA BOWL 
SUGAR BOWL 
ORANGE BOWL 
ROSE BOWL 
CAPITAL ONE BOWL 
GATOR BOWJ. 
OUTBACK BOWL 
SUPER BOWL X 4 _ll 


Top Theatre 
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* Proudly Serving the Seminole Si Miccosukee Tribe for over 15 years! 
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Happy with our Entertainment Service? 
Try our Full Travel Service 

Cruises + Hotels -f Airlines 

305 445 6566 or (866)445-6566 
Visit us at: www.preferredukimatetravel.com 


Upcoming Events: 


JAY LENO 
ORANGE BOWL 
BCS CHAMPIONSHIP 
WWE RAW LIVE 
BILLY JOEL 

RINGUNG BROS CIRCUS 
DANCING WITH THE STARS 
EAGLES 
ROD STEWART 
CELINE DION 
GIPSY KINGS 
STARS ON ICE 
MOTLEYCRUE 
BRITNEY SPEARS 
MIAMI HEAT 
FLORIDA PANTHERS 


& Entertainment 

Premium Seating For 
AH Local & National Events 
Concerts ★ Sports ★ Theatre 

For All Events Call: 

(305) 444-TIXX (8499) (800) 881-8499 
Visit us at: www.preferredultimate.com 


We Deliver - All Major Credit Cards Accepted 
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Soler-Baillo 

Plastic Surgery 


Dr. Results 


Choosing your Plastic Surgeon 

just became simple... 



When Results Matter Most 

Breast Surgery 

Liposcufpture/Body Contouring 
Bikini Tummy Tuck 
Facial Rejuvenation 
Photo Facial 
Rhinoplasty 

The latest in Laser Hair Removal 
Botox and Restylane 
Brazilian Buttock Augmentation 
Spider Vein Treatment 
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No One Knows 

What It’s Like 


There was a girl threatening to end 
it all in the back room, where we 
were having a party once, what 
with all the heavy metal music and 
native voices emanating forth and 
everything. And since no one could 
immediately decipher the reasons for 
her despair, they gently bound her 
arms and legs and kept a vigil beside 
her, so she wouldn’t hurt herself, 
while still others resumed festivities 
in earnest. Later on that night, how- 
ever, after someone had put on an 
album by The Who, the girl’s soft 
voice could be heard singing, “No 
one knows what it’s like ...” 

— Elgin Jumper 
Dec. 4, 2008 


| POEMS 


Sisters Who Have Gone 


The Crocodile 

Once, in our youth, my brother 
Joey and I were running and playing 
armies behind the old Seminole Okalee 
Indian Village; way in the back where 
debris and junk are piled up like the aftermath of 
battle. Just then, we see before us a 20 foot crocodile, 
its mouth with sharp teeth gaping wide. Well, we’re 
frozen in our tracks — let me tell you — two Seminole boys 
mere inches from the jaws a dark and menacing beast. Never 
mind that the crocodile is really a gathering of crows set in the 
form of an ancient reptile, which then soar away like in an old 
Van Gogh painting, taking wing from Mother Earth in indigo- 
blue multitudes. Sensing we’ve rolled up on a vision, fair and 
lovely, we radio our troops in the field and coordinate an 
artillery barrage. But, abruptly, the crows all redeploy and 
reform and try the form of the crocodile again, this time with 
crocodile tears; the powerful jaws glistening and the dim of bat- 
tle hurtling in the air. Still, nothing changes, though, we are run- 
ning and playing armies behind the old Seminole Okalee Indi- 
an Village, way in the back where the heaps are piled high, like 
the aftermath of battle. Just then, we see before us a 20 foot 
crocodile; its mouth with sharp teeth gaping wide. . . 


— Elgin Jumper 
Dec. 4, 2008 


Homeboy, listen to what I’m saying. 

I’ll only say it one time. 

I’ll never apologize. . . 

For saying what’s on my mind. 

I’m as proud as any of you. 

My heart pumps 100% Seminole blood. 

I was Big Town before my first breath. 
I’ll be Big Town when I’m laid into the 
Brighton mud. 

Have you ever seen a skin with no clan 
lead a song at Com Dance? 

How about a skin with no clan, become a 
medicine man? 

Yeah, that’s what I thought, you haven’t 
have you? 

That’s because it’ll never happen. 

You fool. . . 

When I’m asked about these scratches on 
my body, 

I tell them all with pride. 

And I’ll get’ em till I die. 

Did you bump your head, you seem to 
have memory loss 

You’re quick to point out these 
“stacks” that’s really quite funny 
‘Cause what I recall from growing up, 
We didn’t always have this money. 

It amazes me to see, 

How fast our people tend to forget. 

All the hardships our elders endured, 

To get us where we’re at. 

You can think what you want to 
think, 

And say what you want to say. 

But we cannot afford, 

To let another Clan slip away. 

(Help teach our children the 
importance, of maintaining our 
Clans) 


— J.R. 

Big Town Clan 
Nov. 14, 2008 


Tiffany, Pam and Paige; 
we will always love y’all 


AKA Spam, Rice and Tomatoes 


Tiffany, Pammy and Paige; sisters till the end 
Tiffany, Pammy and Paige; sisters that we send 
From all the days gone by 

Up there they shine down from some- 
where in the sky 
Never knowing when or where 
Angels, yes we know that they are there 
A touch, a feel, a lonesome cry 
All the time we ask why 
Can you feel it, feel the pain 
Inside us, a crying rain 
As years go by, a month, a day 
We sit down, we kneel and we pray 
Our minds are in and out 
Why did y’all go is what we shout 
Hearts to tears and tears to heart 
How can I bare witness to the 
Only one standing in a crushing sea 
In this world they are there 
In our hearts they know we care 
As a tear drops from my eye 
There’s no holding back as when I cry 
One day, two day, three and four 
I know they’re passing through the Golden Door 
Way up there in God’s Great Hands 
There they shine in the Promised Land 
this to one and all 
Pamela and Paige; is what 


Q 

Florida 

GulfCoast 

Universiiy 

Interdisciplinary Environmental Education, 
I n structo r Req #0913* 
Interdisciplinary Environmental Education, 
Instructor & Coordinator of 
University Colloquium Req# 0911* 


LETTERS 


To my family and friends, 

I am in treatment at C.A.R.E. 
I’ve been here six months. This has 
been the best six months of my life. 
I have started a new life here and it 
is a life of recovery. 

First of all, I thank God and I 
have to thank Carol Tran with the 
Family Services Dept, and the treat- 
ment team. The way they got me 
here is a blessing in itself. 

This treatment center has been 
a blessing too. The staff here has 
embraced me and understands how 
long I’ve been using alcohol and 
drugs. My rehab used to be prison. 
Here, they believed I needed treat- 
ment to change how I was thinking 
and build my self esteem up. 


I have learned to take it one day 
at a time. My heart has opened up 
and gotten stronger. I know I have to 
pass it on to whoever needs it. I will 
come back soon and show my fami- 
ly and friends how I want to help my 
people live better and respect each 
other and respect our children too. 

Treatment here has shown me 
that I have the tools to use when I 
need it. I have learned that gambling 
is an addiction too. Of all three 
addictions, gambling has the highest 
suicide rate. 

My road has been very painful 
and I used a lot of alcohol and drugs 
to escape. Since I’ve been here I can 
look in the mirror and see someone 
who wants to help myself and my 


people live better and free. 

I believe God is always going 
to be there for me, and show me 
how to do this. I miss my people, 
and I hope if someone is in trouble, 
that they can give themselves a 
chance at treatment with C.A.R.E. 
I’ll be here to help anyone in any 
way I can. 

This treatment center has saved 
my life and made my family happy. 

God bless my children, mom, 
sisters, nieces, nephews and 
cousins, and God bless the Tribe. 

— Charlie Tiger 
Panther Clan 


Dear Mary Jene Koenes, 

I cannot thank you enough 
for your very personal and very 
informative presentation to the 
Greater Naples Leadership 
(GNL) Master class on Oct. 22. 

The class considered your 
presentation on the Seminole 
Tribe and its way of life the 
highlight of their entire day and 
we have been hearing from col- 
leagues ever since that it was a 
“homerun!” 

When I saw the bus arrive 
half an horn early at the Court- 
house of Everglades City, I was 
quite surprised. Your willing- 
ness to begin the presentation 


early added an extra dimension 
to the activity. You were able to 
present your insights fully and 
the class was more able to 
come up with its own ques- 
tions. There seemed to be a 
very easy and respectful give 
and take which added to the 
openness of your presentation. 

On behalf of the History 
day Session team for the GNL 
Class XIII, again thank you 
very much! 

Sincerely, 
F. William Forbes 

Co-Chairman 
History Day 2008 



CONGRATULATIONS 



Congratulations to Dorothy and Johnny Tucker who recently celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary. 
We wish you many more! 

Love, 

The Tucker Family 


IN MEMORIAM 


In Loving Memory of Janthina V. Tommie 

On behalf of Virginia Tommie and Missy Tommie, Also, to those who came to show their sympathy 
we would like to send out our sincere appreciation and and to remember a daughter, a sister, a mother and a 
warmest thanks to everyone that came out and helped friend that everyone loved so dearly, 
during our time of grieving. 


In Loving Memory of My Baby Girl 

Pamela Rebecca Jean Doctor 


I would like to take this opportunity to thank those 
that were there for us in our time of need. I know this 
letter is a few months late and I would like to apologize 
as we have been going through a lot lately. 

Right now I would like to thank the Chairman’s 
Office, Max’s Office and Gloria Wilson’s Office for one 
thing or another. Also, I have to thank Jo Motlow North 
and her crew, Norman Huggins, Cattle & Range and the 
Seminole Police Dept, for all of their assistance. I know 


there were a lot of other people that were there for us, 
and I apologize if I did not officially thank you. 

As I said before, I really appreciate everybody that 
came by to give their condolences. Again, I would like 
to thank everybody that came by and that helped out 
one way or another. 

— Virgil Doctor 
Big Town Clan 


CORRECTION 


To Apply: Please visit http://jobs.fgcu.edu then access the 
appropriate Req# deadline to apply 1/5/09. 


In the Oct. 31 issue of The Seminole Tribune, 
David Billy was misquoted as saying he accompanied 
Micki Free to Nashville, Term, to help record the Semi- 
nole Star Search Grand Prize winner’s new CD. Billy 
did not travel with Free to work on the CD, but does 


travel with him when working on Seminole Heritage 
Events & Promotions events. Billy has no contact or 
input with Seminole Star Search Winners Volume 1 CD. 
We regret the error and any confusion this may have 
caused. 


2D • The Seminole Tribune • December 26, 2008 



rtmtpis 

w rv'-^ . ir r ., u_ 

k irrw^t P'tu pinrl'ii I 1 W" MtgA-l 

fllfpi 1-Lrfkf-L^tiU lurl fa » ■! > 
i^ V ' M 


■\ .nlu •.. 


— k«l 

Vi- ■ — ^1— L— m .i-r... J | i, 

ViVU rt!ini»^ " f*» 


h f n *4< Kt tSi .* if -kg 

! in a *•>?■[. if a ! -rr 
Jk jk h— i .d 4 l-ptiq 


%u-rj^ n^u-P rvmj M’rjfs- la 

( Irrn -'-I. i .Li | kin fai 

WVn Jpk-1.4. 

K.'k UriV .1.1 [ 

Wkn •*■*“■ ■■ .—■■v 

h|nvr — nii|< • --'ii 
| #!?■*■ •!*■ pJ p»ib( I r hwr 
IV* MgfKfl dtfj fl»fWP 


^i[ M 

|/ht “1 tixp-Lriw 

fj/rr tn*Mm€ 
C*ur.k^VJ 

. Mh#* 

Y« «■ Urui 

|l *J>1«Lr ji ftjrHir I V *i»-i1 

Pkj**0K**JU 


r^.^biiL-L 
PO-Jw ft- J— ^ 


I ^4" ■ i -| ■ ■“■■ *— il »*< 


Ukr-i,: 


ikri hr n ■-■ k-j»->-- 
\ |f kiM «-«i |- ir- . r - L-r«* 

F\!>™ ki- ,.fc*lr.v«|k .. 

h* V'i C ■> I J/wi ami uv^rli srwsrti 

.1 wLm sr Bwnr k. m* -Ilf iipm LLi j 
I !• -.SI-- hfMh hJ ikf iM*M «Ailr ■» 
L - ii- hr k k 4 Hi|L Vai ln,u| i,H| 

j -mi HU * IfU £ |W 


SMRB IV 


f SSfAnt*br r.l I- ■ ■” mi • .T V.IlT" 




December 26, 2008 • The Seminole Tribune • 3D 


In Loving Memory of Essence Young 

You went afiti id to tight our put ft so that we might jmrf'aur way, 

JLify a hgfitftouse in tile distance, nsahfng sure our frag iff souls don / go astray. 

For / the Lordsent you for a reason, ft fn though you tout'd riot stay for fang, 

'Tile earth font runes to turn ami tfn* seasons tviff pass, stiff your presence remains st rang. 

/ c cm tin to: to a shjhc Lord questions, fife wily you had to go, 

•But when ii *s my time and! meet him fact to face, fie an IT reveafaff / need to knaiv. 
JlftHottgii I miss your fosses and your little ortgeC eyes, 

I hjimv t flat you are a it ft r«f^ s Matching at aft times. 

So / sendyou ad my foot’, arid imagine your fittfc fraud wiping my tears away, 

1 fm vv fait ft that our souls wifT reunite again and foof forward to that day. 


— Mom Jessica Young 



r li?G miss you <Ba6y C/irf. You xvifTfotWcr five in our hearts and memories. 
You arc ci'cryt fttmj tve fnuf ever dreamed of and more. 

*To our 6ca u tifuC a ngtf 

'Mommy, <Dctddy t Qsanjay, ffade, JuBan w 94 a facet 
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SOUTH 


FLOR DA'S ONLY 


REAL CAS NO 


• Blackjack, Baccarat & More 

• Tables starting at $10 

Monday - Friday from 7AM to Noon 

• Over 110 Tables 

• Open 24/7 

. Limits up to $5,000 per hand 

• Vegas-Style Slots 






HOLLYWOOD, FL 


NEW YEAR’S EVE EXCITEMENT 
$20,000 GIVEAWAY 

• $1 ,000 - $3,000 cash awarded every 30 minutes 
from 11AM -3:30PM 

• Grand Prize $5,000 cash awarded at 4PM 

WIN A BMW 6351 

• Grand Prize Drawing at 5PM 


ONE SEMINOLE WAY | HOLLYWOOD, FL 33314 | FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 1 .866.502. PLAY 
WWW.SEMINOLEHARDROCKHOLLYWOOD.COM 


Details at the Player’s Club. Management reserves the right to change or cancel promotion at any time. Player’s Club members that have been trespassed or 
banned by the Seminole Tribe of Florida or opted into the self-exclusion program are not eligible. You must be 21 years of age or older to play slots and games or 
to receive Player’s Club benefits. If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, please call 1-888-ADMIT-IT. 


